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The Book of PROVERBS. 


1 


INTRODUCTION. 


E have here another book, and another author, namely, 
Solomon, the wiſeſt of men, who had uncommon abilities, 
and large experience. It contains excellent maxims for the con- 
duct of life. The word proverb fignifies, a ruling ſpeech, or 
obſervation, that ought to have great weight with mankind; a 
ſhort, ſententious ſpeech, of great excellency and importance: and 
ſuch among the antients being chiefly ſimiles and compariſons, in 
which one thing looked to another for the better illuſtration of it, 
it became in common uſe to fignify any wiſe, important maxim. 
1 The firſt nine chapters are more connected than the reſt, and 
contain a commendation of and exhortation to true wiſdom; which 
is the fear of God. The remaining chapters contain directions 
how to govern ourſelves in all circumſtances and relations in life. 
— Other parts of ſcripture are like a rich mine, where the pre- 
cious ore runs along in one continued vein; but this book is like a 
heap of pearls, which, tho* they are looſe and unſtrung, are not 
therefore the leſs valuable, 


CHAPTER I. 


1 I H E proverbs of Solomon the ſon of David, 
| 2 king of Iſrael ; To know wiſdom and inſtruc- 
tion; to perceive the words of underſtanding ; 

to make men know when good advice is given, and how to 

give it to others; or to teach them to avoid errors, and to 

| 3 correłt thoſe they have fallen into; To receive the inſtruc- 

4 tion of wiſdom, juſtice, and judgment, and equity; 
that is, to make them good in every circumſtance, condition, 

4 and relation in life; To give ſubtilty to the ſimple, to 
the young man knowledge and diſcretion ; they are de- 

0 ſigned to teach caution and ſagacity to the unexperienced; 
but they are not intended for them alone, there is that in them 
"Pls: Fo: £52” 512 B - which 
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5 which may improve the wiſeſt. A wiſe [man] will hear, 

and will increaſe learning; and a man of underſtanding 

6 ſhall attain unto wiſe counſels: To underſtand. a pro- 

verb, and the interpretation; the words of the wiſe, 
and their dark ſayings; to underſtand the meaning of para- 
bles, figures, and other ways of inſtruftion. 

7 The fear of the Loxo [is] the beginning of know- 
ledge : [but] fools deſpiſe Vülbem anf inſtruction. This 
verſe is a key to the whole book. By wiſdom, he does not 
mean common ſagacity, carnal policy, or great learning, but 
true religion; and by fools here, are not meant thoſe wha 
want common ſenſe, but who are thoughtleſs, and oppoſe 

8 themſelves to all true religion and piety, My ſon, hear the 

inſtruction of thy father, and forſake not the law of thy 

mother; meaning not his own. ſon merely, but all tus rea- 
ders, eſpecially the young, whom he addreſſes with tender 

9 affettion as his children: For they [ſhall be] an ornament 

of grace unto thy head, and chains about thy neck; 
10 better than any gay dreſs, My ſon, if ſinners entice 
11 thee, conſent thou not. If they ſay, Come with us, let 

us lay wait for blood, let us lurk privily for the inno- 


12 cent without cauſe: Let us ſwallow them up alive as 


the grave; and whole, as thoſe that go down into the 
pit; there is no more danger of à diſcovery, than if they 
13 were ſwallowed up at once by an earthquake: We ſhall 
find all precious ſubſtance, we ſhall fill our houſes with 
ſpoil; not only get enough to furniſh out a ſhort entertainment, 

14 but to live upon in a ſplendid manner hereafter : Caſt in 
15 thy lot among us; let us all have one purſe: * My ſon, 
walk not thou in the way with them; refrain thy foot 

16 from their path: For their feet run to evil, and make 
17 haſte to ſhed blood. Surely in vain the net is ſpread in 
the ſight of any bird, but wicked men are more fooliſh, they 

18 ſee their danger, and yet run into it. And they lay wait 
for their [own] blood; they lurk privily for their [own] 
lives; the vengeance of the magiſtrate, or of God, _ 

| | overtake 


It is probable that luxury prevailed in the peace and plenty 
of Solomon's reign; and young men who had ſpent their fortunes 
might turn highwaymen and plunderers; therefore they ſay, Do as 
we do, and « ang tho' a new comer, ſhalt fare as we fare, tho” 
we have been longer at the trade, 
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19 overtake them. So [are] the ways of every one that is 
greedy of gain; they are like @ bird taken in a ſnare; 
[which] taketh away the life of the owners thereof, tie 
owner”s life to get it, or rather, his own life when he has 
got poſſeſſion of it, and thinks himſelf ſecure. | 
20 Wiſdom, in the abſtraft, which is here repreſented as 
à perſon, crieth without; ſhe uttereth her voice in the 
ſtreets ; that is, by conſcience and providence, by the ſcrip- 
21 tures and prophets : She crieth in the chief place of con. 
courſe, in the openings of the gates: in the city ſhe 
22 uttereth her words, [ſaying,] How long, ye ſimple 
ones, will ye love ſtmplicity, that is, folly? and the 
ſcorners delight in their ſcorning, and fools hate know- 
23 ledge? hat is, religion and good advice. Turn you at 
my reproof : behold, I will pour out my ſpirit unto 
you, I will make known my words unto you; I will 
communicate my whole mind to you, and explain things in 
24 the cleareſt manner, Becauſe I have called, and ye re- 
fuſed; I have ſtretched out my hand, and no man re- 
25 garded; But ye have ſet at nought all my counſel, and 
26 would none of my reproof: I alſo will laugh at your 
calamity z I will mock when your fear cometh ; if you 
diſregard my counſel, I will as little regard what becomes of 
27 you; When your fear cometh as deſolation, and your 
deſtruction cometh as a whirlwind ; when diftrefs of 
28 body and anguiſh of mind cometh upon you. Then 
ſhall they call upon me, but I will not anſwer; they. 
ſhall ſeek me early, but they ſhall not find me. Here 
is a remarkable change of perſons; divine wiſdom began its 
ſpeech as to them; but while ſpeaking it turns from them, 
and ſpeaks only concerning them; as if he had ſaid, I will 
have no more to ſay to them, but thus and thus ſhall it be 
29 done unto them: For that they hated know| and 
30 did not chooſe the fear of the Lord: They would none 
31 of my counſel: they deſpiſed all my reproof. There- 
fore ſhall they eat of the fruit of their own way, and be 
filled with their own devices; ſuffer the natural conſe- 
32 queuces of their folly, For the- turning away of the 
ſimple from the paths of piety, ſhall flay them, 9 
| B 2 * 
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eaſe or proſperity of fools ſhall deſttoy them ; make them 
proud, ſcornful, and forgetful of God, and ſo haſten their 

3 ruin. But whoſo hearkeneth unto me ſhall dwell ſafely, 
and ſhall be quiet from fear of evil; not only from real 
evil, but even the fear of it. 


REFLECTIONS. 


3 Þ I order to profit by the inſtructions of this book, the 

fear of God is neceſſary, This is the firſt principle 
which Solomon lays down ; and it is indeed a very impor- 
tant one. We ſhould be duly ſenſible that there is a God; 
that it is our higheſt wiſdom to pleaſe him, and to be careful 
of offending him. This is the foundation of all uſeful 
knowledge. Without ſome degree of this principle, no 
inſtructions will profit. It ſhould recommend this book to 
our ſtudy, that it far exceeds all other ſyſtems of morality 
among the antients, and that it inſiſts ſo much on our re- 
gard and duty to God; of which they take little or no 
notice. 

2. It is our duty to pay a ſerious attention to the in- 
ſtructions which are delivered by our parents and other 
teachers. Children ſhould hear the inſtructions of their fa- 
liert, and forget not the law of their mothers; (ſee v. 8.) for 
the divine law ſecures a regard to mothers. If children 
think themſelves wiſe enough, and too wiſe to learn, let 
them remember what Solomon ſays, v. 5. 4 wiſe man vill 
hear and will increaſe learning. It is a mark of wiſdom to 
hear; and none of us ſhall loſe our labour by ſtudying this 
book. The aged and experienced, as well as the young, 
may improve 1n oaks and piety by it, and ſhould 
therefore ſeriouſly attend to it. 

3. Let us be thankful that we have ſo many good inſtruc- 
tions, for gaining knowledge and regulating: our conduct. 
God uſes various methods to communicate wiſdom to us; 
ſuch as reaſon and conſcience, his providence, the holy ſcrip- 
tures, his miniſters, and ſpirit. Inſtructions are given to 
all of us; they are plain and open, frequently repeated, 
. ſtrongly and affectionately urged, and have been * 

; ; F | tinued, 
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tinued. God is to us in theſe advantages, and 
it becomes us to _—— with all thankfulneſs. 

4. Let us obſerve the bad. conſequences of deſpiſing and 
neglecting this advice; fear and anguiſh, diſtrels and de- 
ſtruction, ſhall come upon ſuch. They may call for mercy, 
but God will not hear. v. 26. J will laugh at your calamity ; 
F will mock when your fear cometh. Dreadful expreſſion! 
enough to make one tremble: and what a fad reflection 
will it be, that they brought all their miſery upon them- 
ſelves, and that they eat only the fruit of their own doings. 
They live and die fools, and periſh, without hope and 
without remedy. Let us then receive inſtrution, — wiſe 
and happy for ever. | 


— 
— — 


CHAP, II. 


In order to encourage his pupil to hearken to his advice, Solomon 
in this chapter ſhows him, that wiſdom may be obtained; re- 
preſents the benefits of it, as what would ſecure the bleſſing and 
guidance of God, preſerve from the ſnares of evil men and 
women, and lead him in the way to happineſs. 


I Y ſon, if thou wilt receive my words, and hide 

| my commandments with thee, that is, be careful 

2 lo remember them; So that thou incline thine ear unto 
wiſdom, [and] apply thine heart to underſtanding ; 
command thy raving thoughts, check thy fooliſh paſſions, hear 

3 with — attention and ſincere affection; Yea, if thou 
cdrieſt after knowledge, [and] lifteſt up thy voice for 
underſtanding ; if thou ſeekeſt direction from men, and 

4 above all from God by fervent prayer, (James i, 5.) If thou 
ſeekeſt her as filyer, and ſearcheſt for her as [for] hid 
treaſures, with the greateſt diligence, reſolution, and per- 

5 ſeverance, and art not diſcouraged; Then ſhalt thou un- 
derſtand the fear of the Logo, and find the knowledge 

of God; know what true religion is, and be inclined 10 

6 praftiſe it. For the Lord giveth wiſdom : out of his 
7 mouth [cometh] knowledge and underſtanding. He 
layeth up ſound wiſdom 4 the righteous: {he is] a 

| B 3 buckler 
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8 buckler to them that walk uprightly. He keepeth the 
paths of judgment, and preſerveth the way of his ſaints. 
9 Then ſhalt' thou underſtand righteouſneſs, and judg- 
ment, and equity; [yea,] every good path; thy duty 10 
10 God and man, When wiſdom entereth into thine heart, 
11 and knowledge is pleaſant unto thy ſoul; Diſcretion 
12 ſhall preſerve thee, underſtanding ſhall keep thee : To 
deliver thee from the way of the evil [man,] from the 
man that ſpeaketh froward things, that would inſtil bad 
13 principles into thee; Who leave the paths of uprightneſs, 
- * to walk in the ways of darkneſs, of perplexity, poverty, 
14 ſhame, and miſery; Who rejoice to do evil, [and] de- 
light in the frowardneſs of the wicked, that is, to make 
I5 others as bad as themſelves; Whoſe ways [are] crooked, 
and [they] froward in their paths; who at? contrary to 
16 reaſon and underſtanding, and their true intereſt: To de- 
liver thee from the Bags woman, [even] from the 
ſtranger [which] flattereth with her words, that is, from 
17 lewd women; Which forſaketh the guide of her youth, 
her huſband, whom ſhe choſe as ſuch, and forgetteth the 
T0 | covenant of her God; her ſolemn vows of fidelity, to 
8 | 18 which God was both a party and a witneſs. For her houſe 
| inclineth unto death, and her paths unto the dead; the 
Hebrew is, to the giants, that is, ſinners of the ald world, 
if who- for indulging fleſhly luſts were ſwept down to hell by the 
1 19 flood. None that go unto her return again, neither 
| take they hold of the paths of life. An awful paſſage, in- 
| timating that it is very uncommon, and next to impoſſible, 
( for impure ſinners to be reclaimed. Wiſdom will keep thee 
| 20 from theſe paths, and incline thee to a better way; That 
| thou mayeſt walk in the way of good men, ] and keep 
1 the paths of the righteous; the ways of the holy patriarchs 
. 21 and prophets, and other righteons men. For the upright 
| | ſhall 
ll | Þ As the jewiſh law inflited heavy puniſhments on thoſe who 
| committed fornication and adultery, it is probable that the. Jews 
| had harlots among them from the neighbourirg nations, which 
1 | ſeduced them to impurity and idolatry; and might be tolerated 
| in ſome _—_ periods of their ſtate. The as was the ſame 
at Athens, where foreign ſtrumpets were tolerated. Hence this 


name frange women came to be applied to all bad women, whe- 
ther foreigners or Iſraelites. 
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-- ſhall dwell in the land, and the perfect ſhall remain in 

22 it; en the good things of life, and peace with them. But 
the wicked ſhall be cut off from the earth, and: the 
tranſgreſſors ſhall be rooted out of it; their hopes from 
this world fha!l be diſappointed, their families be extinf, 
and none left to preſerve their memory. 


REFLECTIONS, 


1. E T us reflect on the importance of gaining wiſ- 
| dom, and the certainty of ſucceeding in the at- 
tempt, as a motive to diligence in the purſuit of it. It is 
of the utmoſt importance, as it will teach the fear and 
knowledge of God, which is the nobleſt ſcience; and lead 
us in the paths of religion, which are the moſt pleaſant 
paths. We are likewiſe ſure of ſucceſs, for God will give 
wiſdom. But he will not give it to the ſlothful ; we muſt 
take pains for it, Let us obſerve the expreſſions, we muſt 
incline our ear, apply our hearts, liſt up our voice, feek and 
ſearch, as men who dig in the mines; we muſt exert all the 
powers of the ſoul ; muſtnot be diſcouraged by any difficul- 
ties, but perſevere in the attempt; then the gain will amply 
repay all the toil and labour, Sn 
2. In order to make progreſs in religion, and experience 
its good effects, it is neceſſary that we take pleaſure in it. 
It muſt enter into the heart, and be pleaſant to the ſoul; 
take poſſeſſion of the affections, and be purſued and enter- 
tained with reliſh and delight; yea, it muſt be preferred to 
every other gain and pleaſure, Men negle& religion, or 
make very httle improvement in it, becauſe they come to 
it with reluctance; do not take delight in it, but eſteem it 
a taſk, and therefore find it a burden, Let us labour to 
conquer this unhappy averſion, and regard religion as our 
moſt important buſineſs and higheſt pleaſure. 

3. The ſtudy of wiſdom, and the practice of pi , are 
the beſt ſecurities againſt evil company and all its ſnares. 
The love of reading and ſtudy is very uſeful to all, eſpe- 
cially to young minds, particularly when it is attended with 
a ſuitable diſpoſition to receive and obey uſeful inſtruc- 
tions. It will keep them from thoſe that ſpeak froward 

5 B 4 | things, 


13 PROVERBS. III. 


things, that would corrupt their minds, argue or laugh 
them out of good principles, diſpoſitions, and reſolutions; 
from men that rejoice to do miſchief, and take pleaſure in 
the deſtruction of their fellow creatures. It will alſo keep 
them from the company of bad women, which is more 
dangerous ſtill, for they have various charms and artifices 
to allure; and yet their abandoned characters ought, one 
would think, to deter every perſon from coming near them. 
If ſuch ſhould ever tempt young perſons, let them re- 
member thoſe awful words, none that go unto her return 
again; it is a thouſand to one that they are never recover- 
ed; for whoremongers and adulterers God will judge. Finally, 
wiſdom will incline them to walk with the righteous, in 
the ways of good men; to chooſe them for their friends and 
companions, to hearken to their advice, and follow their 
example; men, whoſe lives are honourable, whoſe end is 
peace, and whoſe glory will be eternal. Stand therefore in 
the paths of wiſdom and piety ; 4ſt for the good old way, and 
walk therein, and ye ſhall find reſt to your ſouls. 


＋ 7 — 


CHAP. III. 


Solomon goes on to recommend the ſtudy of wiſdom, by the many 
benefits it brings; and cautions us againſt thoſe things which 
are inconſiſtent with it, | 

1 Y ſon, let me again intreat thee, forget not my 

law; but let thine heart keep my command- 

2 ments: For length of days, and long life, and peace, 
ſhall they add to thee ; a long, healthful, and proſperous 

3 life. Let not mercy and truth forſake thee, but prattiſe 
theſe duties : bind them as ornaments about thy neck; 
write them upon the table of thine heart; keep them in 

4 perpetual remembrance: So ſhalt thou find favour and 
good underſtanding in the fight of God and man; «when 
perſons are governed by integrity, they generally find that a 
5 good interpretation is put upon their actions. Truſt in the 
.Lorp with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own 
underſtanding, hat is, to thine own wiſdom and ſkill, as 
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6 if that were ſufficient for thy direction and proſperity. In 
all thy ways, in all thy undertakings, publick and private, 
daily and ſolemnly, acknowledge him, and he ſhall dire& 

7 thy paths, and protect and proſper thee in them. Be not 
wiſe in thine own eyes, to the neglet? of the rule now given: 

8 fear the Lok, and depart from evil. It ſhall be health 
to thy navel, or, as ſome render it, to thy fleſh, and mar. 
row to thy bones; it is the way to obtain health of body 

9 and cheerfulneſs of mind. Honour the Lorp with thy 
ſubſtance, and with the firſt fruits of all thine increaſe ; 

10 with thy tythes, offerings, and firſt fruits. So ſhall th 

barns be filled with plenty, and thy preſſes ſhall burlt 

11 out with new wine. My ſon, deſpiſe not the chaſtening 

of the Lokb, as if it was not worth regarding; neither 
be weary of his correction; afflictiont are ſent for ſome good 
end; they are very beneficial, and tokens of God's love, there- 

12 fore be patient under them, For whom the Logo loveth 

he correcteth; even as a father the fon [in whom] he 

delighteth. | 

13 Happy [is] the man [that] findeth wiſdom, and the 

14 man | that] getteth underſtanding. For the merchan- 

diſe of it [is] better than the merchandiſe of filver, and 

I5 the gain thereof than fine gold. She [is] more pre- 

cious than rubies : and all the things thou canſt defire 
are not to be compared unto her; a compariſon peculiarly 
beautiful, conſidering how great their commerce was in Solo- 

16 mon's days. Length of days [is] in her right hand; 

[and] in her left hand riches and honour ; foe comes 0 
thee like a wealthy princeſs, wit her hands full of bleſſings. 

17 Her ways [are] ways of pleaſantneſs, and all her paths 

18 [are] peace; preſent peace and eternal reſt. She [is] a 

tree of life to them that lay hold upon her; à principle 
of immortality and happineſs, alluding to the tree of life in 
paradiſe: and happy [is every one] that retaineth her; 
which implies the difficulty of laying hold of her, and of keep- 

19 ing that hold, The Loxp by wiſdom hath founded the 

earth; by underſtanding hath he eſtabliſhed the hea- 

20 vens. By his knowledge the depths are broken up, and 

the clouds drop down the dew, that is, the vapours ariſe 
from the ſea and the earth, and furniſh a ſupply of rain ; 
intimanng, 
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intimating, that wiſdom makes a man ſomething lite God, re- 
21 ſembling him in knowledge and goodneſs. My fon, let not them 
22 depart from thine eyes: keep ſound wiſdom and diſcre- 
tion: So ſhall they be life unto thy ſoul, and grace to thy 


23 neck. Then ſhalt thou walk in thy way ſafely, and thy 


foot ſhall not ſtumble; thou ſhalt go about thy buſineſs 
24 comfortably and ſucceſsfully. When thou lieſt down, thow 
ſhalt not be afraid; yea, thou ſhalt lie down, and thy 
ſleep ſhall be ſweet; no anxious diſtratling cares or painful 
25 refieftions ſhall diſturb thy repoſe. Be not afraid of ſud- 
den fear, neither of the deſolation of the wicked, when 
it cometh; of enemies and wicked men, who are ready to 


26 lay all waſte, For the Lorp ſhall be thy confidence, 


and ſhall keep thy foot from being taken by thoſe who 
lie in wait to deſtroy thee, And if thou defireſt that God 
Should hear tity prayers, and help thee, 
27 Withhold not good from them to whom it is due, 
28 when it is in the power of thine hand to do [it.] Say 
not unto thy neighbour, Go, and come again, and to- 
morrow I will give; when thou haſt it by thee ; oz 
only pay thy juſt debts, but be kind and liberal to thoſe in 
diſtreſs, keep not any one in a cruel or unneceſſary ſuſpenſe. 
29 Deviſe not evil againſt thy neighbour, againſt his per- 
ſon, property, or reputation, ſeeing he dwelleth ſecurely 
by thee, does not ſuſpett thee, is off his ours: and there- 
fore it were greater baſeneſs and wickeaneſs to injure him. 
30 Strive not with a man without cauſe, if he have done 
thee no harm; do not go to law, or engage in quarrels, 
where there is no real or intended injury, or none that is 
31 very great. Envy thou not the oppreſſor, and chooſe 
32 none of his ways, 2% he thrives by them. For the fro- 
ward [is] abomination to the Loxp: but his ſecret [ is] 
with the righteous; they are his friends and favourites. 
33 Thecurſeof the Loxp [is] in the houſe of the wick- 
34 ed: but he bleſſeth the habitation of the juſt, Surcly 
he ſcorneth the ſcorners, cvill expoſe them to ſcorn and con- 
tempt: but he giveth grace unto the lowly, that is, fa- 
35 vour with himſelf and. with men. The wile ſhall inherit 


glory, tho*they may be diſſati ed for a while : but ſhame 


ſhall be the promotion of tools; ame ſhall render them 
conſpicuous, 


N R.O YER IS. HI. Tr 


conſpicuous, and their folly will appear more remarkable and 
ſhameful by their exaltation. | 


REFTFEECT TONS 


HIS chapter is fo full of excellent inſtructions for 
the conduct of life, that every verſe ſuggeſts them, 

Let us particularly attend to the following remarks. 
| 1, The happy conſequences of getting wiſdom, ſhould 
excite us diligently to purſue it. Solomon was fo ſenſible 
of the weakneſs of human nature, of the importance of 
gaining wiſdom, and how neceſſary it was that this ſhould be 
inculcated again and again upon young people, that he 
urges it by a variety of arguments. ' he knowledge and 
ractice of piety and virtue conduce to the health of the 
1 the peace of the mind, to our living upon good terms 
with others, and being reſpected by them. It tends to our 
ſucceſs in buſineſs, and adds an additional charm to all the 
comforts of life; above all, it enſures the favour of God. 
How juſtly then does Solomon repreſent this as the beſt 
trade and merchandiſe ! Let us therefore apply our minds 
to religion, that we may find, by our own experience, the 
truth of theſe obſervations. Godlineſs hath the promiſe of the 

life which now is, and of that which is to come. 

2. Humility and prayer are the beſt means of engaging 
the divine direction and bleſſing. The firſt maxim of im- 
portance to young people is, not to be wiſe in their own eyes, 
nor lean to their own underſtandings. Conceit makes them 
raſh and contemptible, keeps them in ignorance, and makes 
them unwilling to ſubmit to the rules and reſtraints of re- 
ligion. But God giveth grace to the lowly, and therefore, 
ſenſible of our own weakneſs, let us truſt in him; and by 
daily, ſerious prayer, acknowledge him in all our ways, eſpeci- 
ally in all affairs of difficulty and importance, We muſt 
not only believe that there is an overruling providence, but 
ſeriouſly acknowledge it. Then will God direct us in the 
right way; and tho' we meet with affliction in it, it will 
end well, in everlaſting peace and joy. 

3. Let us learn how. we are to behave under the afflic- 
tions of life. The apoſtle quotes the eleventh verſe of this 


chapter, 
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chapter, in Heb. xii. 5. and calls it an exhortation that ſpeaks 
to us as unto children. This is an important hint, viz. that all 
theſe exhortations ſpeak to us, as well as to thoſe for whoſe 
immediate uſe Solomon wrote them. May we not deſpiſe 
the chaſtening of the Lord, nor think lightly of it, or that 

it is not ſent with a good deſign, and capable of being 
very uſeful. . Nor muſt we be weary of it, or, as the apoſtle 

fays, faint under it, tho' it may he long continued. Tho? 

it ſhould grow heavier and heavier, we ought not to mur- 

mur, nor take unlawtul methods to remove it: we ſhould 

not think it more than we need, or that it 1s continued longer 

than is for our good. All proceeds from love; it is not 

the ſword of an enemy, but the rod of a father; that is, a 

_ of his love, and the means of his children's happi- 

neſs. 

4. We are taught the ſureſt and readieſt way of thriving 
in the world. Hearken, ye men of trade, to the exhorta- 
tion of the wiſeſt man and the greateſt trader that ever 
lived; the merchandize of wiſdom: is better than that of filver ; 
and the gain thereof than fine gold. Honour the Lord with your 
fubſtance;, do good with it, relieving the poor, and ſupport- 
mg the intereſts of religion. Honour him with your in- 
creaſe: as your ſubſtance increaſes, do the more good with it. 


This is the way to have his bleſſing, which maketh rich, and 


eddeth no forrow with it, When we have opportunities of 
doing good, we ought to embrace them quickly and readi- 
| 1 not bid our neighbour come again to-morrow. If he 
d juſtice of us, a juſt debt, it is unjuſt to defer pay- 

ment. If he ſolicit charity, it is barbarous to keep him in 
fuſpenſe ; his wants may be urgent, and we may die be- 
fore the morrow. Let us never ſtudy to find excuſes for 
omitting or deferring to do good; for God loveth a cheerful 
er. 

5. We are here taught to guard againſt anxious fears; 
he not afraid of ſudden fear, which is indeed apt to put a man 
into confuſion, becauſe he has not time to recolle& himſelf. 
But this is a diſpoſition we ſhould ftrive againſt, for our 
own ſakes, and the honour of religion. It is very weak to 
give way to every little alarm, or to believe every ſtory 
which fooliſh and wicked men may ſpread. It is alſo very 
| unbecoming 
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unbecoming thoſe who profeſs to believe that the Lord 
reigneth. Be not afraid of the deſolation of the wicked when it 
cometh, much leſs when it is at a diftance, and leaſt of all 
when it is only ſuſpected or rumoured. The Lord is the 
confidence of his people, and therefore they ſhould not fear. 
But if they diſhonour him and his providence by their un- 
belief, it may provoke him to give them up a prey to their 
own tormenting fears, and thus make their lives very 
miſerable. Fear the Lord then and depart from evil, and 
fear nothing elſe. 


* * _— * 


— — — 
CB AEIv. * 


Solomon here continues his exhortations to all, eſpecially to young 
people, whom he addreſſes with the tender concern of a father. 


1 E A R, ye children, the inſtruction of a father, 
2 and attend to know underſtanding. For I give 
you good doctrine, not à trifling, indifferent matter, but 
<vhat is abſolutely neceſſary for your peace and happineſs ; 
forſake ye not my law. To recommend theſe inſtruftions he 
relates that they were ſuch as he received from his pious fa- 
3 ther. For I was my father's ſon, tender and only [be- 
4 loved] in the fight of my mother. He taught me alſo, 
and ſaid unto me, Let thine heart retain my words: 
5 keep my commandments, and live. Get wiſdom, get 
underſtanding, labour, traffick for it, that is, ſeek it as di- 
ligently as men do the wealth and honours of this world: for- 
get [it] not; neither decline from the words of m 
6 mouth, Forſake her not, and ſhe ſhall preſerve thee : 
love her, and ſhe ſhall keep thee, as thy ſureſt, ſtrongeſt 
7 guard. Wiſdom [is] the principal thing; [therefore] 
get wiſdom : and with all thy getting get underſtanding. 
$ Exalt her, and ſhe ſhall promote thee : ſhe ſhall bring 
9 thee to honour, when thou doſt embrace her. She 
ſhall give to thine head an ornament of grace: a_crown 
of glory ſhall ſhe deliver to thee. Thus far he ſeems to 
10 repeat David's inſtruction to him; he then goes on, Hear, 
O my ſon, and receive my ſayings; and the years of 
| thy 
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11 thy life ſhall be many. I have taught thee in the way 
12 of wiſdom; I have led thee in right paths, When 
thou goeſt, thy ſteps ſhall not be ſtraitened; and when 
thou runneſt, thou ſhalt not ſtumble z wwi/gom will deliver 
thee from intricacies and perplexities, which thou wouldſt 

- otherwiſe fall into. Religion is an eaſy and ſafe thing. A 
mind under the influence of irregular paſſions is ſtraitened; 
ada man, whoſe ſhoe is too tight, is galled, and the ſpeed, 
13 the eaſe, and the gracefulneſs of his mation ſpoiled. Take 


faſt hold of inſtruction ; let [her] not go: keep her; 


14 for ſhe [is] thy life. Enter not into the path of the 
15 wicked, and go not in the way of evil [men.] Avoid 
it, paſs not by it, turn from it, and paſs away; à beau- 
tiful climax or gradation; ſtay not in the path, go not into 
it, even for a little while to make experiment; avoid enter- 
ing upon it, come not near it, go any other way rather than 
16 that, For they fleep not, except they have done miſ- 
chief; and their ſleep is taken away, unleſs they cauſe 
[ſome] to fall; they have no ſatisfaction till they have ac- 
17 compliſbed their wicked deſigns. For they eat the bread of 
wickedneſs, and drink the wine of violence; hey ſub/i/t 
on ill gotten gain; wickedneſs is meat, drink, and fleep to 


18 them, all their buſineſs and pleaſure. But the path of the 


juſt [is] as the ſhining light, that ſhineth more and 
more unto the perfect day; a wiſe man makes progreſs in 
religion, and he finds its pleaſure increaſing as the riſing 
ſun ſhines brighter and brighter, till it comes to the perfec- 
19 tion of ils luſtre. The way of the wicked [is] as dark- 
neſs: they know not at what they ſtumble; tle acci- 
dents bring miſchief upon them; events which they never 
thought of, and which there was no probability of their fal- 
ling into. | 
20 My ſon, attend to my words; incline thine ear unto 
21 my ſayings. Let them not depart from thine eyes; 
22 keep them in the midſt of thine heart. For they [are] 
life unto thoſe that find them, and health to all their 
23 fleſh; a remedy under all their griefs and troubles. Keep 
thy heart with all diligence, guard it more cautiouſly than 
any thing elſe; for out of it [are] the iflues of life; he 


keart is the ſpring of action, and thy actions will be _ f 
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bad as thy heart is; and this care will end in life and lap- 
24 pineſs. Put _ from thee a froward mouth, and per- 
verſe lips put far from thee; every thing contrary 10 
25 ſobriety, charity, decency, and religion. Let thine eyes 
look right on, and let thine eyelids look ſtraight before 
thee; let not thine attention ramble' to every object, but keep 
one great end in view ;, and then go on ſteadily and reſolutely, 
2b without being diverted from it. Ponder the path of thy 
feet, and let all thy ways be eſtabliſhed, or, all thy ways 
27 /hall be erdered aright. Turn not to the right hand nor 


to the left, ſhun all extremes, ( Eccl, vii. 16, 17.) remove 


thy foot from evil. 


REFLECTIONS. 


T. E here ſee the wiſdom and advantage of giving 

| good inſtructions to children. Solomon was 
tenderly beloved by his father and mother; and obſerve 
how they. ſhowed their affection, not by neglecting and 
humouring him, but by catechizing and inſtructing him, 
The true way in which parents ought to ſhow their love to 
their children, is to teach them the excellency of wiſdom 
and piety ; to inculcate it upon them again and again, with 
warmth and importunity. The happy conſequence of this 
will be, that they will be likely to remember their inſtruc. 
tions, as Solomon did, and take care ta impreſs them on 
their own children. It is an important argument for giving 
children a good education, that hey will teach their children. 
Thus will religion be kept up in families, and in the 
world, 

2. Let all, and eſpecially young men, avoid evil compahy. 
How ſtrongly does Solomon caution againſt this. If we 
knew that the plague was in a houſe, we ſhould avoid it; 
not only not ſtay in it, but not go into it; we ſhould not 
ſtand near it, nor paſs by it, but go ſome other way. 
Theſe expreſſions ſhow the great danger there is of being 
entangled before we are aware; and what great caution 1s 
neceſſary, Let us ſhun then the ſociety of the wicked, for 
a companion of fools ſhall be deſtroyed. 

3. If we deſire to be holy and happy, we mult keep our 


hearts 
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hearts with all diligence; to begin with the government of 
the thoughts and affections, watch over the workings of 
the mind, and keep it with more care than any thing elſe. 
There is a very important reaſon given for this, for out of 
it are the iſſues of life. Our living well or ill depends upon 
this very thing; and our lives will either be good or bad, 
as this watchfulneſs over the heart is kept up or neglected. 

4. We ſee wherein true wiſdom conſiſts. What excel- 
lent rules for our conduct in this life and preparation for a 


better, are contained in the cloſe of this chapter! In chooſ- 


ing the right end, we ſhould act with caution and delibera- 
tion; before we reſolve on any action or ſcheme, let us 
view it narrowly, be exact and critical in conſidering its na- 
ture and conſequences, then purſue it ſteadily,» without 
wavering, or ſuffering other objects to interrupt us. By 
theſe methods we ſee men proſper in this world; and the 
like prudence, forethought, and ſteadineſs is neceſſary in 


the care of the ſoul; and it is peculiarly neceſſary for- 


young people to acquire a habit of this. Let us then be 
careful that we wall circumſpełily; not as fools, but as wiſe men. 


tr -_— 


CHAP. V. 


Solomon here repeats his cautions to. young people, and particularly 
warns them againſt uncleanneſs. 


1 I ſon, attend unto my wiſdom, [and] bow 
2 thine ear to my underſtanding : That thou 
mayeſt regard diſcretion thyſelf, [and that] thy lips may 

3 keep knowledge, and be able to inſtru# others. For the 
lips of a ſtrange woman drop [as] an honeycomb, and 
her mouth [1s] ſmoother than oil; /he has many arts of 

4 addreſs: But her end is bitter as wormwood, ſharp as a 
5 two-edged ſword, wounding both body and foul. Her 
feet go down to death; her ſteps take hold on hell, lead 

6 to ruin in both worlds, Leſt thou ſhouldſt ponder the 
path of life, her ways are moveable, [that] thou canſt 
not know [them;] her chief deſign is to keep thee from 
conſidering ;, ſhe knows how to vary the method of addreſs, 
according to the temper of the perſon ſhe has. to do with; 

ö ſometimes 


— 8 
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* ſometimes ſoothing, and ſometimes frowning. Hear me 
now therefore, O ye children, and depart not from the 
8 words of my mouth. Remove thy way far from her, and 
g come not nigh the door of her houſe: Leſt thou give 
thine honour unto others, bring diſeaſe and untimely death 
on thyſelf, and thy years unto the cruel; © thy ftrength and 
the flower of thy age to harlots, who are cruel both in prin. 

10 ciples and practices: Leſt ſtrangers be filled with thy 
wealth; and thy labours [be] in the houſe of a 

11 ſtranger; And thou mourn at the laſt, when thy fleſh 

12 and thy body are conſumed, And ſay, How have I 

t3 hated inſtruction, and my heart deſpiſed reproof; And 
have not obeyed the voice of my teachers, nor in- 

14 clined mine ear to them that inſtructed me! I was almoſt 

in all evil in the midſt of the —— and aſſembly; 
J arrived to ſuch a pitch of wickedneſs, that I had loſt com- 
mon ſhame, ſo that I could ſay and do many laſcivious and 
indecent things before large companies; which a man of com- 
mon ſenſe and decency, tio he had no religion, would be 
. . aſhamed of. Solomon then recommends marriage, as one 
remedy againſt fleſhly Iuſts ; which he deſcribes in a beautiful 
figure, alluding to the ſcarcity of water in thoſe hot coun- 
tries, which made the property of a well very valuable. 

15 Drink waters out of thine own ciſtern, and running 
waters out of thine own well; intimating that there was 
as much greater pleaſure in an agreeable wife than in thoſe 
forbidden luſts, as there was in drinking pure water out of 

16 a clean well, than dirty water out of a kennel. Let thy 
fountains be diſperſed abroad, ¶ and] rivers of waters in 
the ſtreets; he children which flow from this fountain thou 
mayeſt bring abroad in publick, without reproach ; place 
them in families of their own, and ſee a progeny deſcending 

17 from them, like pure ſtreams from a fountain. Let them 
be only thine own, and not ſtrangers' with thee; as if 

le had ſaid, - If thou wilt indulge thyſelf in unlawful free- 

; doms, thou wilt ſet thy own wife a bad example, by following 

18 which ſhe may deſtroy the certainty of thy offspring. Let 
thy fountain be bleſſed, or a bleſſing to thee: and rejoice 

_ Wks Vo C with 

* This phraſe may be underſtood of the revenge of the huſ, 
dand, whoa in thoſe countries might put the adulterer to death, 
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with the wife of thy youth, zake delight in her company 
19 and converſe. [Let her be as] the loving hind and 
pleaſant roe; alluding to a cuſtom, which fil prevails in 
the eaſt, of having young fawns kept in their houſes for their 
children to play with ;, let her breaſts ſatisfy thee at all 
times; and be thou raviſhed always with her love, that 
Is, let her be the 2 of thy thoughts and the object of thy 
20 wiſhes, And why wilt thou, my ſon, be raviſhed with a 
ſtrange woman, and embrace the boſom of a ſtranger ? 
21 For the ways of man [are] before the eyes of the Lox bo, 
and he pondereth all his goings ; he ſees, and will ſevere- 
ly puniſh flagrant luſts. Conſcience will likewiſe puniſh hum if 

he thus go aſtray, for | 
22 His own iniquities ſhall take the wicked himſelf, 
and he ſhall be holden with the cords of his fins, /o that 
| he cannot diſentangle himſelf, when he defires and attempts 
23 it, He ſhall die without inſtruction ; and in the great- 
. neſs of his folly he ſhall go aftray ; this fin hath an un- 
happy tendency to make men incorrigible, and (like travel- 
lers wandering from the right way) to precipitate themſelves 

into unexpected ruin. 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. E here ſee what a friend to ſobriety and religion 
| confideration is. Solomon repreſents it as the 
deſign of artful finners to keep thoſe whom they ſeduce, or 
would ſeduce, from pondering the path of life, and endea- 
vours to ſtupify their Wa Religion would be 
minded, and ſin avoided, if men would hut look about 
them, and conſider the nature and conſequences of their 
conduct. It is therefore the artifice of ſatan and his agents 
to hurry young men on in a round of gaiety and diſſipation; 
and thus to keep them from ſerious thought. And this is 
the great miſchief that modern diverſions do; they baniſh 
conſideration; and when that is effected, men become an 
rey to every deceiver. : = | 
. time mil come when thoughtleſs finners will 
mourn and lament, They are now jovial and merry; 
think religion too ſtri& z miniſters too preciſe; and their ad- 


* 


monitions 
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monitions mere bugbears, intended only to frighten them 
from pleaſure. But the period is haſtening on when they will 
moſt certainly be of another mind; eſpecially when the fleſh 
and body are conſumed, and they fick and dying, Then they 
will mourn; and none will mourn more bitterly than the 
children of good parents, who have been both inſtructed 
and reproved. They will then remember the inſtructions 
they before neglected, and the reproofs they before de- 
ſpiſed ; and will wiſh that they had acted otherwiſe. If 
therefore it is our deſire to remove evil from our fleſh, and 
forrow from our heart, let us ponder the path of our feet, and 
chooſe the way of life. | 

3. Let this chapter be a 2 to all, and eſpecially 
to young people, againſt the luſts of the fleſh; Many are 
watching for your deſtruction, both artful women, and 
wicked men, who would tempt you to impurity, by ſmooth 
ſpeeches and fair promiſes. Their lips drop as the honeycomb, but 
there is poiſon in them: and if you are ſeduced, you are likely to 
loſe your health, your ſubſtance, your credit, your peace, and 
your ſouls. As the beſt antidote againſt their artifices, re- 
member v. 21. the ways of man are before the eyes of the Lord, 
and he pondereth all his goings; no darkneſs can hide them 
and however light men may make of ſuch crimes, (which it 
ſeems to be the deſign of moſt modern plays and romances, 
| at leaſt to palliate) the eternal and almighty God hath de- 
clared, that whoremongers and adulterers he will judge; and 
that hey ſhall all have their portion in the lake that burneth with 
fire and brimſtone. Therefore, dearly beloved, I beſeech you as 


pilgrims and ſtrangers, abſtain from fleſhly luſts which tar againſt 
the ſoul. 

— — — — 
5 C H A P. VI. | 

7 XA Y fon, if thou be ſurety for thy friend, [if] 
thou haſt ſtricken thy hand a ſtranger, art 
2 bound for him to his creditors, Thou art ſnared with the 
words of thy mouth, thou art taken with the words of 


thy mouth; haſt brought thyſelf into trouble, and art 
+ - C2 aur etchedly 
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3 wretchedly hampered. Do this now, my ſon, and deliver 
thyſelf, when thou art come into the hand of thy friend; 
go, humble thyſelf, and make ſure thy friend; earneſtly 
intreat him to take ſome courſe for thy ſafety by paying the 

4 debt, or getting ſome other ſecurity, Give not ſleep to 

5 thine eyes, nor ſlumber to thine eyelids. Deliver thy- 
ſelf as a roe from the hand [of the hunter,] and as a 
bird from the hand of the fowler, for thou mayeſt be ar- 
reſted and ruined, when thou doſt not expect it. 

6 Go to the ant, thou ſluggard; conſider her ways, 

7 and be wiſe: Which having no guide 10 dire# it, overſeer 

8 to enaft law, or ruler to Sunil idleneſ, Provideth her 

meat in the ſummer, [and] gathereth her food in the 
- harveſt, and lays it up ſecure againſt winter. Thou haſt 

nobler capacities, and much greater buſineſs to do, than the 

9 ants, therefore How long wilt thou ſleep, O ſluggard ? 

10 when wilt thou ariſe ont of thy fleep ? ſaying, [Yet] a 
little ſleep, a little lumber, a little ding of the hands 
to ſleep; wanting to indulge thyſelf a little more, and yet a 
little more, unwilling to riſe and apply thyſelf to thy proper 


11 buſineſs: So ſhall thy poverty come as one that travel- 


leth ſtep by ſtep, ſo that thou canſt ſcarce perceive him move, 

and thy want, when it arrives, will ſeize thee as an armed 
man, againſt whom thou canſt make no reſiſtance. 

12 A naughty perſon, a wicked man, walketh with a 

froward mouth; maintains himſelf by lies, flattery, and 


13 flander, He winketh with his eyes, he ſpeaketh with 


his feet, he teacheth with his fingers; ke has private 

- figns to infirutt his accomplices how they are to play their 

14 part; Frowardneſs [is] in his heart, he deviſeth miſ- 

chief continually; he ſoweth diſcord in families and na- 

15 tions, hoping to find his account in it. Therefore ſhall 

his calamity come ſuddenly ; ſuddenly ſhall he be 
broken without remedy. 

16 Theſe fix [things] doth the Loxp hate: yea, ſeven 

17 [ae] an abomination unto him: A proud look, a 

18 lying tongue, and hands that ſhed innocent blood, An 

heart that deviſeth wicked imaginations, to gratify his 

. _ appetites, his covetouſneſs, or revenge, feet that be ſwift 

19 in running to miſchief, A falſe witneſs in Mn) 

. t 
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chat] ſpeaketh lies, that it, perjures himſelf, and him 
that ſoweth diſcord among brethren; between near rela- 
tions, where there ought to be mutual affection. 
20 My ſon, keep thy father's commandment, and for- 
21 ſake not the law of thy mother : Bind them continually 
upon thine heart, [and] tie them about thy neck; fix 
them on thy mind, keep them continually before thine eyes, 
22 and thou wilt find conſtant benefit by it. When thou goeſt, 
it ſhall lead thee ; when thou ſleepeſt, it ſhall keep thee; 
and [when] thou awakeſt, it ſhall talk with thee ; true 
religion will be a guide, a guard, and a pleaſant companion, 
and ſuggeſt proper and comfortable meditations to thee in the 
23 night, For the commandment [is] a lamp; and the 
law [is] gt and reproofs of inſtruction [are] the 
way of life; they will direct thee in every circumſtance of 
24 life: and will be particularly of uſe To keep thee from the 
evil woman, from the flattery of the tongue of a ſtrange 
woman, which a prudent education, and even moral pre. 
cepts, are not always able to do, 
25 Luft not after her beauty in thine heart; neither! 
her take thee with her eyelids; talk not of her ſmiles 
26 charms; For by means of a whoriſh woman [a man is 
brought] to a piece of bread ; and the adultereſs will 
hunt for the precious life; ſhe not only deſtroys the eſtate, 
27 but health and life itſelf. Can a man take fire in his 
boſom, and his clothes not be burned ? at leaſt blacken- 
28 ed, which a wiſe man would not chooſe, Can one go upon 
29 hot coals, and his feet not be burned ? So he that goeth 
in to his neighbour's wife ; whoſoever toucheth her 
ſhall not be innocent; it will bring guilt, ſhame, and ſor- 
30 rom upon him, [Men] do not defpife a thief, if he ſteal 
to ſatisfy his ſoul when he is hungry; ke is not reckoned 
fo infamous, nor do men rigorouſly puniſh him, but rather 
31 pity and forgive him: But [if] he be found, he ſhall re- 
ſtore ſevenfold, that is, many fold, he ſhall give all the 
ſubſtance of his houſe rather. than be expoſed to publick 
32 proſecution. [But] whoſo committeth adultery with a 
woman lacketh underſtanding : he [that] doeth it de- 
33 ſtroyeth his own ſoul, A wound and diſhonour ſhall 
he get; and his reproach ſhall not be wiped away; 
| C'9 | | adultery 
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adultery is much more infamous than theft; it is an everlaſt- 
ing brand of diſgrace, beſides the fatal conſequences which 
34 attend the jealouſy of the huſband. For jealouſy [1s] the 
rage of a man: therefore he will not ſpare in the day of 
35 vengeance. He-will not regard any ranſom ; neither 
will he reſt content, though thou giveſt many gifts; he 
will proſecute the adulterer even unto death, (as by the law of 
* he might) and no pecuniary recompenſe will ſatisfy 
m. 5 


REFLECTION. 
E may obſerve, that this chapter contains abun- 


dance of excellent cautions to youn props 
et 


aunt the errors into which they are prone to fall. 
em avoid entering into bonds and promiſes for others. In 
ſome caſes it may be an act of juſtice, or charity; but per- 
ſons ſhould be cautious who they engage for; and not en- 
gage for more than they are * to pay, and can pay 


without injury to their families. But prudence will gene- 
rally require young people to avoid ſuch engagements. 


Idleneſs is another temptation to which they are expoſed, 


and the want of forecaſt and frugality. Being provided for 
by their parents, they are apt to be extravagant; forget- 
ting that the time of youth and ſtrength, is the time to 
make proviſion for families, for ſickneſs, and old age. 
But they are moſt in danger from fleſhly luſts. They are 
ready to imagine that they are ſecure from groſs acts of 
vice; but are often led into them before they are aware. 
They think they may keep company, at leaſt ſtay a while 
with men and women of vicious characters, without dan- 
ger; but this is as ridiculous and abſurd, as it would be for 
4 man 1o put fire into his boſom, or go upon hot coals, v. 27, 28, 
When once men have brought themſelves into ſtraits by 


idleneſs, extravagance, or impurity, then they are tempt- 


ed to ing, doing miſchief, ſowing diſcord, perjury, and 
all thoſe things that the Lord hates. Now to prevent all 
theſe, the grand direction is to be ruled by the law of God; 


- 


the ſtudy of it and meditation upon it, are at once the beſt 


ſecurity againſt vice and a ſource of the nobleſt pleaſures. 
Such remarks as theſe cannot be cloſed without lamenting 
over 
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over this wicked land of ours. Inſtead of pitying, and 
dealing ently with a thief, he is tranſported, or hanged; 
while adulterers and adultereſſes, whom the law of God 
commands to be ſurely put to death, are not only ſpared, 
and go unpuniſhed, but are ſcarce reckoned infamous; are 
put on the ſame level, in places of publick reſort, with the 
chaſte and virtuous; yea, if the truth is reported, in many 
of our gay aſſemblies, are treated more ref; uy than 
they. Such is our politeneſs, wiſdom, and piety! I is 
time, O Lord, for thee to work, for men make void thy law. 
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CHAP. VIE 


Solomon here renews his cautions to all, eſpecially to his young 
readers, againſt fleſhly luſts, with regard to which they need 
line upon line. 

I Y ſon, keep my words, and lay up my command- 

2 ments with thee, as thy beſt treaſure. Keep my 

commandments, and live; and my law as the apple of 
thine eye, that is, with the greateſt care; as if he had ſaid, 
Thou hadſt better loſe thine eyes, and live in darkneſs, than 

3 that thy mind ſhould be without wiſdom. Bind them upon thy 
fingers, write them upon the table of thine heart; have 
4 them always ready for uſe. Say unto wiſdom, Thou [art] 
my fiſter; and call underſtanding [thy] kinſwomanʒ grow 
into ſuch an intimate acquaintance and friendſſup with them, 
5 as perſons uſually have with their near relations. That 
they may keep thee from the ſtrange woman, from the 
ſtranger [which] flattereth with her words; 1 comply 
with whoſe ſolicitations there might be great temptations 
amidſt the luxury of Solomon's reign. To enforce the caution 
he relates an account of a thoughtleſs young man, who was 

6 ſeduced and ruined by a wicked: woman, For at the win» 
7 dow of my houſe I looked through my caſement, And 
beheld among the fimple ones, I diſcerned among the 
youths, a young man void of underſtanding, à giddy, 

8 unexperienced young fellow, Paſſing through the ſtreet 
near her corner; and he went the way to her houſe, In 
the twilight, in the evening, in the black and dark 

C 4 night; 
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night; it was in the twilight that I ſaw it, but to him it 
10 proved a black and dark night : And, behold, there met 
him a woman [with] the attire of an harlot, a gay, airy 
dreſs, not uſed by modeſt women, and ſubtile of heart. 

11 (She [is] loud, talks and laughs loud; a pretty ſure mark 
e an immodeſt, at leaſt of a weak mind; uo ſtubborn, 
e will not be adviſed and controuled ; her feet abide not 

in her houſe; ſhe loves gadding abroad, and any thing but 

12 family buſineſs: Now [is ſhe] without, now in the 
13 ſtreets, and lieth in wait at every corner.) So ſhe 
caught him, and kiſſed him, [and] with an impudent 

14 face ſaid unto him, [I have] peace offerings with me; 
15 this day have I payed my vows.* Therefore came I 
forth to meet thee, diligently to ſeek thy face, and I 
16 have found thee. I have decked my bed with cover- 
ings of tapeſtry, with carved [works, ] with fine linen 

17 of Egypt. I have perfumed my bed with myrrh, aloes, 
18 and cinnamon. Come, let us take our fill of love until 
19 the morning: let us ſolace ourſelves with loves. For 
f the good man [1s] not at home; acknowledging herſelf to 
be a married woman, but making light of that; ſhe does not 
call him her huſband, but the good man, or the man of the 
houſe, whom they call my huſband; he is gone a long 
journey, and will ſtay à long time, therefore there is no 

20 danger of his diſcovering it. He hath taken a bag 
| of money with him, [and] will come home at the 
at day appointed, With her much fair ſpeech ſhe 
cauſed him to yield; with the flattering of her lips ſhe 
forced him, notwithfanding ſome reluctance from his own 

22 conſcience. He goeth after her ſtraightway, as an ox 
goeth to the ſlaughter, or as a fool to the correction of 

: 23 the ſtocks; Till a dart ſtrike through his liver; as a 
; bird haſteth to the ſnare, and knoweth not that it [1s] 
24 for his life. Hearken unto me now therefore, O ye child- 
| ren, 


It is generally underſtood by this verſe, that ſhe kept up ſome ' 
forms of religion. But as part of the peace offerings were to be 
eaten at home, it may only intimate, that ſhe had a great deal 
of good proviſions in her houſe, 

What we render, as 4 ſocl to the correction of the flocks, a 
learned critic would render, as the deer /'ippeth into the toil, _ 
the 


* 
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25 ren, and attend to the words of my mouth. Let not 
thine heart decline to her ways, go not aſtray in her paths; 
do not ſhow any inclination to go near her; do not hearken to 
26 her, but check the firſt riſing of temptation, For ſhe hath 
caſt down many ' wounded : yea, many ſtrong [men] 
have been ſlain by her; there are many melancholy inſtan- 
ces of this in Lot, Samſon, David, and others, which are 
27 intended for our warning. Her houſe, however it may be 
decked with ornaments, [is] the way to hell, going down 
to the chambers of death, hat is, to the grave and everlaſts 

ing deſtruction. 


REFLECTIONS, 


1. E may hence learn, the regard we ſhould ſhow 

to wiſdom, namely to keep it as the moſt valu- 
able treaſure, to have its dictates familiar to our minds, 
and, by frequent meditation, ready for our uſe. A ſuper- 


ficial knowledge of divine things, a general acquaintance 


with them only, will not be ſufficient: by this alone we ſhall 
not perceive their beauty and excellence, whatever degrees 
of religious knowledge we have gained. May we keep it as 


the apple of the eye, be very tender of it, that nothing may 


injure it or deprive us of it: this is the way to be ſecure 
againſt temptation, They are thoſe who are void of under- 
ſtanding that are corrupted and deſtroyed : whereas 10 keep 
the commandments of God, is the way to live comfortably and 
to ſecure everlaſting life. | 

oP 2, How 


the huntſman ſetteth to entrap him. There is a beautiful grada- 
tion in the motion of the three animals here mentioned; the 
ox, the deer, and the bird; each goes ſwifter than the other, and 
ſo it repreſents the increaſing ſpeed with which the young ſinner 
is hurried on to his ruin, till he feels himſelf mortally wounded, 
and it is too late to go back. | 

Mr. Henry obſerves, that this ſtory would ſerve the licentious 
oets and play-writers of our age to make a comedy on. The 
arlot, with them would be the heroine, and the. audience would 
be much diverted with her method of decoying the young ſquire 
and thoſe who ſaw it ated, would go away and be glad to be 
ſo picked up. Thus fools make a mock at ſin, But Solomon 
tells it, and all wiſe men will read and hear it as a very melan- 
chcly ſtory, and what ſhould excite their caution, 
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2. How deſirable is it for all, eſpecially the young, to 
conſider the conſequences of their actions! when any plea- 
ſures ſolicit them, to conſider how they will end. When the 
temptation is propoſed, every thing looks charming and 
pleaſant; but if they would only conſider the dart which 
will ſtrike them thro', that anguiſh of conſcience which for- 
bidden pleaſures will bring; and that place of torment to 
which they lead, they would not comply. Oh let our 
young friends therefore be cautious, not high minded, but 
fear : let them not boaſt of their ſtrength and reſolution, for, 
v. 26. She hath caſt down many wounded; yea, many ſtrong 
men have been ſlain by her, Therefore watch and pray, leſt ye 
enter into temptation. 

3. When ſinners take ſo much pains to allure and ſeduce 
others, what pity is it that wiſe and good men will take ſo 
little to preſerve or recover them. What pains is the har- 
lot here repreſented as taking to corrupt! to procure every 
thing alluring, to make the temptation plauſible, to anſwer 
every objection which the perſon tempted might be apt to 
make; and all to make another more and more a child of 
hell. Where do. we ſee ſuch zeal as this in good men ! 
Where do we ſee ſuch a concern to direct unexperienced 
ſouls! to ſeek out, take notice of, and encourage, thoſe 
who appear to be ſerious; to warn them of the ſnares of 
finz to repreſent to them the pleaſures of religion; and ex- 
hort them to taſte and ſee that the Lord is good? The artifices 
and zeal of finners ought to ſhame and humble us, that we 
do no more for one another's ſouls, and take ſo little pains 
to warn, admoniſh, and encourage one another; eſpecially 
ſince ſo much is to be ſaid in favour of religion, and we 
may hope for the concurrence of divine grace in our pious 
attempts to promote it. He that turneth a ſinner from the 
error of his ways ſaveth a ſoul from death. Therefore exhort one 
another daily, while it is called to-day, left any be hardened thro 
the deceitſulneſs of fin. | s 


CHAP, 


og 
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CHAP. VIII. 


In this chapter there is an evident contraſt or oppoſition to the 
allurements of the harlot mentioned in the former chapter, 


I OT H not wiſdom cry? and underſtanding put 
forth her voice; earneſtly invite men to receive her? 

2 dhe ſtandeth in the top of high places, by the way in 
3 the places of the paths. She crieth at the gates, at the 
entry of the city, at the coming in at the doors; in the 
moſt publick places, in open day; not like the harlot, aſhamed 

4 to be ſeen; her inſtructions are plain to all, Unto you, O 
5 men, I call; and my voice [is] to the ſons of man. O 
ye ſimple, underſtand wiſdom: and, ye fools, be ye of 

6 an underſtanding heart, Hear; for I will ſpeak of ex- 
cellent, or princely, things, worthy the attention of all; 
and the opening of my lips [ſhall be] right things. 

7 For my mouth ſhall ſpeak truth; and wickedneſs [1s] 
an abomination to my lips, it is the deſign of all my ad- 

8 dreſſes to prevent it. All the words of my mouth [are] 
in righteouſneſs; [there is] nothing froward or per- 
verſe in them; nothing to hamper or perplex you, to abridge 
you of your juſt liberty, much leſs to miſlead or pervert 

9 you. They [are] all plain to him that underſtandeth, 
and right to them that find knowledge ; who are well 
diſpoſed, and endeavour to diſtinguiſh between right and 
10 wrong, Receive my inſtruction, and not filver, that is, 
rather than ſilver; and knowledge rather than choice 

11 gold. For wiſdom [is] better than rubies, or the moſt 
precious gems; and all the things that may be deſired 
12 are not to be compared to it. I wiſdom dwell with 
| prudence, do not content myſelf with ſpeculation but extend 
to practice, and find cut knowledge of witty inventions, 
that is, ingenious inventions, which are of great uſe in hu- 
man life, and ſubſervient to the moſt important purpoſes. I 

13 infiru# men in the firſt place, that The fear of the Loxp 
[1s] to hate evil, pride, and arrogancy, and the evil 
way, and the froward mouth, do I hate, all /inful prac- 

14 tices, ſlander, and detration. Counſel ¶ is] mine, and 
ſound wiſdom ; I [am] underſtanding ; I have ſtrength; 

1 ſhow 
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T ſhow men what is fit to be done, and inſpire them with 

15 courage to do it. By me kings reign, and princes decree 
16 juſtice. By me princes rule, and nobles, [even] all 
the judges of the earth; that is, by wiſdom they make juſt 
and merciful laws for the government of their people, and 
17 conduct the weighty affairs of kingdoms and nations. I 
love them that love me; and thoſe that ſeek me early 

13 ſhall find me. Riches and honour [are] with me; 
[yea,] durable riches and righteouſneſs, wealth which 
wears well, and brings with it a title to a better inheritance, 

19 My fruit [is] better than gold, yea, than fine gold; 
20 and my revenue than choice ſilver. I lead, or dire?, in 
the way of private righteouſneſs, in the midſt of the 

21 paths of publick judgment. That I may cauſe thoſe 
that love me to inherit ſubſtance, make them truly and 

22 completely happy; and I will fill their treafures.5 The 
Lonp poſſeſſed me as his treaſure in the beginning of 
his way, before his works of old; it is an argument that 
wiſdom is the moſt excellent thing, becauſe it dwelt in God 
before the creation of the world, and directed his ations in 

all he made. As if he had ſaid, Since it is an attribute diſ- 
played in all his works of creation and providence, therefore, 
the more wiſdom any creature has, the more he reſembles the 

23 great creator. I was ſet up from everlaſting, from the 
24 beginning, or ever the earth was. When there were] 
no depths, I was brought forth; when [there were] 

25 no fountains abounding with water. Before the moun- 
- tains were ſettled, before the hills was I brought forth: 
26 While as yet he had not made the earth, nor the fields, 
nor the higheſt part of the duſt of the world, he ground 

on which we tread, or rather, the beginning or maſs of duſt, 

27 before it was diſtinguiſhed into mountains and plains, When 
he prepared the heavens, I [was] there: when he ſet a 
compaſs upon the face of the depth; marked how far it 

28 ſhould extend, and where the hills ſhould be placed: When 
he eſtabliſhed the clouds above: when he ſtrengthened 

| the 


© Many writers apply all that follows to Chriſt. What the 
new Teſtament teaches concerning him, ſhows that it may be ac- 
commodated to him; but I find no ſufficient proof that Solomon 
intended it of him; nor is any clauſe of this deſcription. applied 
to him in the new Teſtament, | 


PROVERBS. VIII. 29 


29 the fountains of the deep: When he gave to the ſea 
his decree, that the waters ſhould not paſs his com- 
mandment: when he appointed the foundations of the 

30 earth: Then I was by him, [as] one brought up [with 
him:] and I was daily [his] delight, rejoicing always 
before him; producing daily ſome new work, which he a 

31 proved and pronounced to be good; Rejoicing in the habit. 
able part of his earth; and my delights [were] with the 
ſons of men; I rejoiced to ſee how the world was formed 
into a fit habitation for man, and the ſons of men enjoying 

32 the effetts of the divine power and goodneſs. Now there- 
fore hearken unto me, O ye children: for bleſſed are 

33 they that] keep my ways, Hear inſtruction, and be 

34 wiſe, and refuſe it not. Bleſſed [is] the man that 
heareth me, watching daily at my gates, waiting at the 
- poſts of my doors; earneftly deſiring to become my diſciple, 

35 and improving all opportunities to get knowledge. For 
whoſo findeth me findeth life, that wwhich will make life 
pleaſant to him, and he ſhall obtain favour of the Logp. 

36 But he that finneth againſt me wrongeth his own ſoul: 
all they that hate me love death; they who hearken to 


feuners, and reject my counſels, do in eſtect chooſe death; 
and their perverſeneſs will end in their ruin, 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. ROM hence we are led to obſerve and adore the 
wiſdom of God, as it is diſplayed in his works, 
We ſhould take notice of their beauty, order, and exact- 
neſs; and conſider that it is he who hath prepared and 
adorned the heavens, laid the foundations of the earth, ſet 
a bound to the ſea, and provided ſuſtenance for man and 
beaſt. The more attentively we ſurvey the works of God, 
the more evident and ſtriking marks of wiſdom and good. 
neſs ſhall we perceive; and often take up the pſalmiſt's ad- 
miration, O Lord, how manifold are thy works ! in wiſdom 
haſt thou made them all, 
2. The noble deſcription here given of the effects of 
wiſdom, ſhould increaſe our eſteem of and value for it. 
Wiſdom will lead us to chooſe the beſt ends, and to purſue 


them 


a thorough knowledge of it, anc 
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them by the heft means, and therefore comprehends the 
knowledge of our duty, the fear of God, and a hatred of 
evil. This wiſdom is the greateſt excellency of a rational 
being. It is to be preferred to gold and rubies, and every 
thing the heart of man can deſire. It brings us ſubſtance; 
what is ſolid and durable, and will afford us the higheſt and 
nohleſt delight. It directs in the government of king- 
doms, churches, and families; diſcovers the uſeful arts of 
life, and eſpecially ennobles, enriches, and ſanctifies the 
foul. It is abſolutely neceſſary for all the ſons of men; all 
their learning and- wealth, without this, will only make 
them ſo much the more contemptible and miſerable. Let 
us all then, eſpecially thoſe who are in early life, purſue 


it; for wiſdom loves thoſe that love her, and thoſe that ſeek her 


early ſhall find her. 
3. How inexcuſable and miſerable will they be who hate 


wiſdom ! Inexcuſable, becauſe it is offered them, and the 
way to poſleſs it is plainly marked out, Conſcience, pro- 
vidence, miniſters, good books, and above all, the ſcrip- 
tures, propoſe it to our choice, and direct us in the way to 


attain it, It is eafily found by unprejudiced minds; but 


it muſt be ſought daily and e if we would come to 

be well ſkilled in thoſe ex- 
cellent arts which it teaches. But if this wiſdom be negle&- 
ed, the ſoul is wronged, whatever elſe it enjoys; and 
death, everlaſting death, muſt be its portion, Hearken 
then to wiſdom, tor bleſſed are they that keep her ways. 
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This chapter contains a deſcription of wiſdom and folly, as per- 
ſons ſending their invitations to mankind; and the different 
reception of their reſpettive gueſts. Theſe ſeem to be detached 
Pieces, which Solomon might write and give to the young peo- 
ple about his court, to inſtrufl them in the ſame thing, by a 
- variety of language and images, according to the manner of 
the eaſterns. He here deſcribes wiſdom as @ princeſs, making a 

ſplendid entertainment for her gueſts. | 
„5 | 1 WISDOM 
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a. ISDOM hath builded her houſe, ſhe hath 


hewn out her ſeven pillars; in alluſion to the 
cuſtom of the eaſtern princes, who entertained their gueſts in 
gardens, where pavilions or tents were ſpread upon a num- 
2 ber of pillars: She hath killed her beaſts; ſhe hath 
mingled her wine of various kinds; ſhe hath alſo fur- 
3 niſhed her table. She hath ſent forth her maidens:“ 
4 ſhe crieth upon the higheſt places of the city, Whoſo 
[is] ſimple, let him turn in hither; I am willing to re- 
ceive the weakeſt and the vileſt : [as for] him that wanteth 

5 underſtanding, ſhe faith to him, Come, eat of m 
bread, and drink of the wine [which] I have mingled, 
that is, hear my inſtruftions, and receive my conſolations : 
6 and in order to this, Forſake the fooliſh, and live; and 
go in the way of underſtanding. And my firſt leſſon is, that 
7 10 deſpiſe 1 is a moſt hateful character: He that re- 
proveth a ſcorner yew to himſelf ſhame, by being di/- 
appointed: and he that rebuketh a wicked man getteth] 
$ himſelf a blot, by being cenſured and reproached. Reprove 
not a ſcorner, leſt he hate thee: rebuke a wiſe man, 
9 and he will love thee. Give [inſtruction] to a wiſe 
[man, ] and he will be yet wiſer: teach a juſt Iman, ] 
10 and he will increaſe in learning. The fear of the Loxp 
[is] the beginning of wiſdom; and the knowledge of 
the holy, that is, of holy things, the dofirines and ſervices 
11 of religion, Wh underſtanding. For by me thy days 
ſhall be multiplied, and the years of thy life ſhall be 
12 increaſed. If thou be wiſe, thou ſhalt be wiſe for thy- 
ſelf: but [if] thou ſcorneſt, thou alone ſhalt bear [it;] 
I ſhall receive neither benefit by the one, nor prejudice by the 

other ;, it is thine own intereſt which is ſolely concerned. 

13 A fooliſh woman, that is, folly, the contraſt of true 
wiſdom, [1s] clamorous: [ſhe is] ſimple, and knoweth 
nothing; he ſpeaks in a loud, impudent manner, but is per- 
14 fettly ignorant of God and religion. For ſhe ſitteth at the 
door of her houſe, on a ſeat in the high places of the 
15 city, To call paſſengers who go right on their ways; 
he 
* A circumſtance of decorum, as it would have been reckoned 


an infamous thing in thoſe countries for a lady to be attended 
by men ſervants, 
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dub purſue their buſineſs, or are going to the place aufer 
16 they might receive inſtruction: Whoſo | is] ſimple, let him 
turn in hither; ing the ſame language as wiſdom, and 
urging the great pleaſure ariſing from prohibited gratiſica- 
tions: and ſas for] him that wanteth underſtanding, ſhe 
17 faith to him, Stolen waters, or pleaſures, are ſweet, and 
18 bread eaten] in ſecret is pleaſant. But 4 comply with 
her invitation would be deſtruftive, for he knoweth not 
that the dead [are] there; [and that] her gueſts [are] 

in the depths of hell ; not only the bodies of thoſe who had 
been murdered in their criminal purſuits, or died martyrs to 
their luſts, but the ſpirits of the damned come to the enter- 
tainment, aſſembling as it were to ſeize their prey, and con- 
dnt? the ſinner down to the depths of hell. * 5 


REFLECTIONS. 
t. E may learn to judge of our own character, by 
the manner in which we receive reproof. If 
we hate thoſe who reprove us, blame them, deſpiſe them, 


call them uncharitable, or impettinent, it ſhows that we 
are fools and ſcorners; but if we love a faithful reprover, 


take his rebuke well, apply out minds to grow wiſer 


by it, and correct the error which he reproves, it is a ſure 
mark of wiſdom, and the way to grow better. Let us try 
ourſelves then by this mark, for, v. 12, if thou be wiſe 
thou ſhalt be wiſe for thyſelf; but if thou ſcorneſt, thou alone 
ſhalt bear it. $4 

2. How deſirable is it that young people ſhould make a 
wiſe choice! Wiſdom and folly, holineſs and fin, each ad- 
dreſs them, and ſolicit their compliance. O that they would 
examine the propoſals of each, but always remember td 
take into the account future conſequences. Wiſdom's ad- 
dreſs is mild and rational, ſhe propoſes your benefit, and 
only requires you to forſake what will be your deſtruction. 
But carnal and criminal pleaſures are noiſy and prefling ; 


they promiſe you much delight in forbidden enjoyments ; 


but the dead are there; and if you are the gueſts of folly, 
the entertainment will end in the depths: of hell. at hus 
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does Solomon ſet before them, thus do faithful monitors 


and friends, /et before them life and death, the bleſſing and the 


curſe ; forſake then the fooliſh, and live. 


* 
* 


CHAP. X. 


The former chapters were but by way of preface to recommend 
what follows to our practice. Here begin thoſe choice and 


piii ſentences, called proverbs, and which are too unconnected 


to admit of reflettions on the contents of each chapter. 

I HE proverbs of Solomon. A wiſe ſon maketh 
| a glad father: but a fooliſh ſon [is] the heavineſs 

2 of his mother. Treaſures of wickedneſs, hat is, the 
treaſures of wicked men, eſpecially thoſe gotten by wicked- 
ne/3, profit nothing: but righteouſneſs delivereth from 
death, from the judgments conſequent upon wickedneſs and from 

3 eternal death. The Loxp will not ſuffer the ſoul of the 
nos to famiſh : but he caſteth away the ſubſtance 

of the wicked; he will ſeize it as the property of an enemy, 


I and make aſpoilof it. He becometh poor that dealeth 


with] a ſlack, hat is, with an idle and deceitful hand: 
ut the hand of the diligent maketh rich, both as to the 


5 world and the foul. He that gathereth in ſummer, who 


improves. his opportunities, [is] a wiſe ſon: [but] he that 
ſleepeth in harveſt [is] a ſon that cauſeth ſhame; he 
loſes the benefit he might enjoy, and will be a diſprace to his 


6 friends. Bleſſings [are] upon the head of the juſt: 


but violence covereth the mouth of the wicked; an 
alliſſon to laying on the hand in bleſſing, and covering 


7 the face of a criminal when executed. The memory 


of the juſt [is] bleſſed; 0 ob ſcure while he lives, tio 
Aandered, yet ſhall he be ſpoken of with praiſe: but the 
name of the wicked ſhall rot; it all ſurvive them, but 

8 it ſhall be regarded with abhorrence. The wile in heart 
will receive commandments ; efteem it 4 privilege and a 
favour to be taught : but. a prating fool ſhall fall; one 

. who loves to hear himſelf talk ſhall fall into troubles and be 
9 undone. He that walketh uprightly walketh ſurely ; he 


is 
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is eaſy and happy in the divine approbation, and the con- 
ſeiouſneſs of his own integrity: but he that perverteth his 
ways, who uſeth indireft methods, ſhall be known and dif- 
10 covered. He that winketh with the eye, who gives ſigns 
to his accomplices to do a man miſchief e he is 
him fair, cauſeth ſorrow : but a prating fool ſhall fall. 
= 11 The mouth of a righteous [man is], a well of life; 
FF | wholeſome, inſirufiive words ſpring up as naturally as good 
| water in a well, refreſhing and ſtrengthening all about him : 
12 but violence covereth the mouth of the wicked. Hatred 
ſtirreth up ſtrifes; malicious, ill-natured people by flander 
and talebearing raiſe diſturbances, and make people quarrel 
about trifles: but love covereth all fins; overlooks and 
13 conceals, or extenuates and makes the beſt of them, In the 
lips of him that hath underſtanding wiſdom is found; „e 
| fhows it by his on! but a rod [is] for the back of him 
that is void of underſtanding ; nothing but correction will 
14 teach a fool his duty. Wik e [men] lay up know. 5 
continually and ſafely, as a treaſure: but the mouth of 
fooliſh [1s] near deſtruction, by venting unſeaſonably al 
15 he knows, to his own miſchief. The rich man's wealth 
[is] his ſtrong city; he thinks it will defend him againſt 
many of the evils of life: the deſtruction of the poor [is] 
their poverty ; wicked men take advantage to oppreſs and 
rum them ; or, poverty fills them with fear and deſpair, and 
16 ſois the cauſe 0 8 ruin. The labour of the righteous 
i tendeth]. to life; wiſdom and goodneſs make a man's life a 
leſſing 0 obey 7 = others : dhe fruit of the wicked to 
 finz wicked men abuſe it, and turn it into a curſe, make 
17 it an occaſion of guilt and ruin. He [is in] the way of 
life that keepeth inſtruction: but he that refuleth. re- 
proof, when offered to him, erreth, wanders out of the way 
18 if fe. He that hideth hatred [with] lying or flattering 
lips, and he r is a fool; ſhows a 
' 19 bad heart, however wiſe he may ſeem. In the mikitode 
of words there wanteth not fin ; a nan that is talkative 
will often /in: but he that refraineth his lips, who hath 
Prudence to confider when and how and to whom he eaks, 
20 [is] wiſe. The tongue of the juſt [is as] choice ſilver; 
when /e ſpeaks in his common and ordinary manner what he 
uteri 
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utters is of weight and worth: the heart of the wicked [is] 
little worth, conſequently his ſpeech is ſo, even when he has 

21 ſtudied what to ſay. The lips of the righteous feed 
many, make others wiſe: but fools die for want of wiſ- 
dom; they loſe their very lives and their eternal happineſs 

22 00. The blefling of the Loxp on the hand of the diligent, 
it maketh rich, and he addeth no ſorrow with it; ill 
gotten riches are attended with regret, cares, and diſcontent, 

an evil conſcience, and fear of diſcovery and a future reckon- 

23 ing. [It is] as ſport to a fool to do miſchief ; it is 4 
Pleaſure to him, he does it with a gay air and without reflec- 
tion : but a man of underſtanding hath wiſdom ; or, ſo 

is wiſdom to a man of underſtanding, he taketh pleaſure in 

24 it. The fear of the wicked, it ſhall come upon him; ke 
hath his fears, but not more than he has reaſon for; let his 
imagination be ever ſo lively, all that he fears ſhall come 
upon him : but the deſire of the righteous ſhall be grant- 
ed, that is, his grand, leading defire, the favour of God 
25 and eternal happineſs. As the whirlwind paſſeth, ſo [1s] 
the wicked no more; ] % he may for a while make a 
great buſile, like a whirhwind : but the righteous [is] an 
everlaſting foundation; his hope and happineſs is in the 


26 divine righteouſneſs and faithfulneſs. As vinegar to the 


teeth, and as ſmoke to the eyes, which is troubleſome and 
painful, ſo [is] the ſluggard to them that ſend him; he 
neither delivers his meſſage faithfully, performs his buſineſs 
27 exattly, nor haſtens back again. The fear of the Lorp 
prolongeth days: but the years of the wicked ſhall be 

28 ſhortened, naturally and judicially: The hope of the 
righteous [ſhall be] gladneſs; be anſwered, and oc- 
caſion joy but the expectation of the wicked ſhall periſh ; 
all be diſappointed, and give ſo much the more ſorrow on 
29 that account, The way of the Lonp [is] ſtrength to 
the upright, that goes on ſecurely and courageouſly ; his 
works eaſy and delightful : but deſtruction [ſhall be] to 
30 the workers of iniquity. The righteous ſhall never be 
removed; his ſoul ſhall be kept in peace, and his happineſs 

be ſecure: but the wicked ſhall not inhabit the earth. 


31 The mouth of the juſt bringeth forth wiſdom: but the 


32 froward tongue ſhall be 5 out, or cut off. The lips - 
W 25 2 
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the righteous know what is acceptable; he knots the 
proper time and manner of ſpeaking, what is acceptable to 
men, and not diſpleaſing to God; he ſtudies to pleaſe as far 
as is conſiſtent with truth and friendſhip : but the mouth 
of the wicked [ſpeaketh] frowardneſs ; he loves to vent 

his own ſpleen, tho* very diſtaſteful to others. Let us avoid 
this, and remember, that theſe ſeveral maxims relating to the 
government of the tongue, its importance, and how 
carefully it ſhauld be attended to. 


* 1 11 
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CHAP. XI. 


1 A FALSE balance [is] abomination to the Loxp; 
it is peculiarly abominable, as it is cheating under a 

pretence of doing right : but a juſt weight [ is] his delight. 

2 [When] pride cometh, then cometh ſhame, being ſhame- 
ful in itſelf, and expoſes them to ſhame : but with the lowly 
[is] wiſdom; which is pleaſing to God and man, and makes 

3 them eaſy and comfortable in themſelves. The . of 
the upright ſhall guide them: but the perverſeneſs of 

| $ ſhall deſtroy them : if a man comes to a re- 
ſolution to preſerve ſtrict integrity, that will direct him, and 
make his way plain; it is eaſy to determine what is fair and 
honourable. But when the queſtion is, What mean, diſ- 
honourable things may be done without diſcovery? a ſcene is 
4 open for perplexity; and men of great ſubtlety and refinement 
# 4 are ofteneſt entangled, expoſed, and ruined. Riches profit 
14 not in the day of wrath: but righteouſneſs delivereth 
= from death ; from ſecond death, and makes the firſt com- 
= 5 fortable, The righteouſneſs of the perfect ſhall direct 
10 his way, ſ as to bring all his deſigns and endeavours to a 
' happy iſſue : but the wicked ſhall fall by his own wick- 

| 6 edneſs. The righteouſneſs of the upright ſhall deliver 
4 them out of that fin and miſery they might fall into: but 
|  tranſgreſſors ſhall be taken in [their own] naughtineſs, 
7 and irrecoverably deſtroyed. When a wicked man dieth, 
[his] expectation ſhall periſh ; all his hope of pleaſure and 
© happineſs in temporal things, and his expeBation of eſeaping 
eternal miſery : and the hope of unjuſt [men] —— 
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while the expectation 4 a good man is anſwered and outdone. 
$ The righteous is delivered out of trouble, and the 
wicked cometh in his ſtead, to that miſery he had formerly 
g occaſioned to the righteous. An hypocrite with [his] 
mouth deſtroyeth his neighbour, by flattering and de- 
 ceiving him: but through knowledge, or prudence, ſhall 
10 the juſt be delivered from his ſnares. When it goeth well 
with the righteous, the city rejoiceth: and when the 
wicked periſh, [there is] ſhouting ; men have ſuch a re- 
gard for their own intereſt, and ſuch a ſenſe of what is decent 
and right, that they rejoice both in the one and in the other, 

11 By the bleſſing of the upright the city is exalted; by 
their prayers, counſels, and admonitions : but it is over- 
thrown by the mouth of the wicked; by heir blaſphemy, 

12 perverſe oppoſition, and evil communications. He that is 
void of wiſdom deſpiſeth his neighbour ; whatever @ man 
thinks, it is fooliſh in him to ſpeak contemptuouſly of his 
neighbour, becauſe it is provoking him, and he may return 

it: but a man of underſtanding holdeth his peace; if 

13 he can ſay no good, he will ſay no harm. A talebearer 
revealeth ſecrets; pries into the ſecrets of families, and 
carries tories from one to another: but he that is of a 
faithful ſpirit concealeth the matter ; an upright man con- 
cealeth that which may be hurtful to another, tio he has 
14 30 expreſs charge about it. Where no counſel [is,] the 
people fall; they are influenced by private intereſt, and att 
ra/aly: but in the multitude of counſellors ay is] 

15 ſafety. He that is ſurety for a ſtranger ſhall ſmart [for 
it;] he does not know his circumſtances, and therefore he is 

in danger: and he that hateth furetiſhip, is ſure it is 
16 moſt prudent to avoid it, A gracious woman retaineth 
honour: and ſtrong [men] retain riches; ſbe is as care- 
ful of her reputation, as a ſtrong man of his riches ; or, will 

as effetually ſecure a good reputation, as a firong man his 

17 wealth, The merciful man doeth good to his own ſoul; 
while he doeth good to others, he equally daes good to himſelf ; 
ſuch is the connection between man and man: but [he that 

is] cruel troubleth his own fleſh; kis own envy and 

_ malice tear him to pieces. This may refer ta the pleaſure 
which ariſes from the _—_—_ of benevolent affettions, 1 

3 · 
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the anguiſh and remorſe which are inſeparable from cruelty. 
18 The wicked rome a deceitful oy 4 which 11 : 
deceive his expeftations: but to him that ſoweth righteouſ- 
neſs [ſhall be] a ſure reward; tho” it may tarry, it will 

19 not diſappoint him. As righteouſneſs [tendeth] to life, in 
its natural conſequence, ſo he that purſueth evil [purſueth 

20 it] to his own death. They that are of a froward heart, 
perſons of double dealing, who are perverſe and ill-natured, 
[are] abomination to the Loxp: but [ſuch as are] up- 

21 right in [their] way [are] his delight. [Though] hand 
[Join] in hand, ½ they form a potent alliance, and 
engthen and countenance one another, the wicked ſhall 

not be unpuniſhed: but the ſeed of the righteous ſhall 

be delivered from their confederacies, by the help of God 
22 alone. [As] a jewel of gold in a ſwine's ſnout, which is 
more taken notice of, and more deſpiſed on that account, [ſo 
is] a fair woman which is without diſcretion, without 
taſte, without judging what is right. and wrong, and not 

23 conſidering conſequences. The defire of the righteous [is] 
only geod; either to do or get good, and it ſpall be granted 
them : [but] the expectation of the wicked [is] wrath; 
whatſoever happineſs they promiſe themſelves, the iſſue will 

24 be wrath and deftrution. There is that ſcattereth, and 
yet increaſeth; and [there is] that withholdeth more 
than is meet, not providing for their families, ſparing 
neceſſary expenſes in trade, and ſhowing a covetous temper 

in every thing, but [it tendeth] to poverty; by a ſtrange 

25 train of providences they are frequently beggared. The 
| liberal foul ſhall be made fat, comfortable and happy: and 

he that watereth ſhall be watered alſo himſelf; it aall 
26 rain upon him bleſſings as copiouſly as ſhowers. He that 
withholdeth corn in dear times, in hopes of a higher market, 

and will not ſell it at a reaſonable price, and for a moderate 
pros the gane ſhall curſe him: but bleſſing from 
God, as well as his neighbour,” [ſhall be] upon the head 

27 of him that ſelleth [it.] He that diligently ſeeketh 
- pe or to do good, procureth favour from God and man: 
but he that ſeeketh miſchief, it ſhall come unto him; 

; he draws upon himſelf the evils he deſigned againſt others. 
28 He that truſteth in his riches ſhall fall [ke g 2 

| af: 
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Leaf: but the righteous ſhall flouriſh as a branch; Hall 
29 grow ſtronger firenger, and be more fruitful. He that 
troubleth his own houſe, who ruins his family by exirava- 
gance, or makes it unhappy by ill nature, ſhall inherit the 
wind; he ſball have nothing but air to live upon; or, he 
ſhall raiſe a dreadful ſtorm which ſhall fall upon his own 
head: and the fool [ſhall be] ſervant unto the wiſe of 
heart; * who are fooliſh, ſhall be brought ſo low, that 
they ſhall be glad to become ſervants to thoſe a out in 
hi fe with leſs than themſelves, but by prudence and diligence 
30 have riſen in the world. The fruit of the righteous ſis] 
a tree of life, is ihe means of much good; and he 
winneth ſouls to God and goodneſs, [is] wile, tho* his 
31 method may not be ſo judicious as that of others. Behold, 
the righteous ſhall be recompenſed in the earth: much 
more the wicked and the ſinner Hall be corrected for their 
fins, in this world, or in another. — See how muck religion 
conſiſts in juſtice, humanity, good temper, and zeal to do 
good. May we not only hear theſe things, but apply our 
minds to do them. 


— * 
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J HOS O loveth inſtruction loveth knowledge; 
is in the way to be wiſe and good: but he that 
hateth reproof [is] brutiſh; wants ſenſe as well as grace. 
2 A good [man] obtaineth favour of the Lozp: but a man 
3 of wicked devices will he condemn, A man ſhall not 
be eſtabliſned by wickedneſs : but the root of the righ- 
teous ſhall not be moved; he ſhall be eſtabliſhed by righ- 
4 teouſneſs. A virtuous woman, @ diligent, active woman, 
as the word ſignifies, who applies cloſe to family buſineſs, 
[18] a crown to her huſband, an ornament and a bleſſt 
to him : but ſhe that maketh aſhamed [is] as — 
in his bones; tho* he does not ſhow it publickly, it is a 
5 continual and incurable vexation to him. The thoughts of 
the righteous [are] right; it is his conſtant purpoſe to deal 
Juſtly with God and man: [but] the counſels of the wick- 
6 ed [are] carried on by deceit, The words of the wicked 
v4 — | ſare] 
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[are] to lie in wait for blood; to corrupt men, and bring 
them to death and ruin: but the mouth of the upright 
hall deliver them, by warning and exhorting thoſe who 
are aſſaulted by dangerous perſons and principles, and by 

7 vindicating their charafter. The wicked are overthrown, 
and [are] not to be found: but the houſe of the righ- 

8 teous ſhall ſtand. A man ſhall be commended accord- 
ing to his wiſdom : but he that is of a erſe heart 

9 ſhall be deſpiſed as 4 crafty knave. [He that is] de- 
ſpiſed, or overlooked, and hath a ſervant, [is] better 
than he that honoureth himſelf, and lacketh bread ; or 
rather, Better is he that lives meanly, and is ſervant to him- 
ſelf, than he that appears in a great deal of grandeur, and 
has not wherewith to ſupport it. This is @ common caſe; 
many who make a great figure in the world, would not have 
oread to eat, if their debts were paid. It is prudent to ſet 
10 out in life plainly, and be ſervants to ourſelves. A righ- 
teous [man] _— the life of his beaſt, that it be 
not uſed cruelly, but be moderately worked, and have proper 
food and reſt, as a ſenſitive creature and a creature of 
God: but the tender mercies of the wicked [are] cruel; 
they have loſt the natural compaſſion of men, and delight in 

11 cruelty, He that tilleth his land, «who minds his buſineſs, 
does his work himſelf, not truſting to ſervants, ſhall be 
ſatisfied with bread: but he that followeth vain [per- 
ſons 18] void of underſtanding; he who loves company and 
rambling about, ond makes frequent and long viſits, and ne- 

12 gletts his buſineſs, is a fool. The wicked deſireth the 
net of evil [menz] longs to practiſe the arts by which 
other wicked men draw their neighbours and acquaintance 
into ſnares, and thereby enrich themſelves: but the root of 
the righteous: yieldeth fruit; ] the righteous have enough, 
13 and are comfortable without ſuch unjuſt courſes. The wick- 

cd is ſnared by the greſſion of his lips; cuts his 
'hroat with his un tongue, brings upon himſelf troubles and 
la ſuits: but the juſt man ſhall come out of trouble, +y 
14 his prudent ſpeeches and condułt. A man ſhall be ſatisfied 
with good by the fruit of [his] mouth: and the recom- 
penſe of a man's hands ſhall be rendered unto him; his 
good words, and much more his good actions, Mall be re- 
membered 
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15 membered and rewarded. The way of a fool [is] right 
in his own eyes; he is confident, and aſks no advice: but 
he that hearkeneth unto counſel, who does not rely entirely 

16 upon his own judgment, [is] wiſe, A fool's wrath is 
preſently known; he fires immediately, which ſhows his 

folly : but a prudent [man] overcometh ſhame; he 
curbs his paſſions, and his reſentment of the greateſt in- 

17 juries. [He that] ſpeaketh truth ſhoweth forth righ- 

teouſneſs; he who is uſed to ſpeak truth in common conver- 
ſation, will do it in publick as a witneſs; but a falſe wit- 

18 neſs deceit. There is that ſpeaketh like the piercings 
of a ſword; the cut-throat, or common aſſaſſin, is not 
more pernicious than the man who makes it his buſineſs 
to wound his neighbour's reputation and ſow diſcord 
among them: but the tongue of the wiſe [is] health, or 

19 healing, it promotes peace and love, The lip of truth 
ſhall be eſtabliſhed for ever: but a lying tongue [is] 
but for a moment ; he loſes his credit, and is not believed 

20 when he ſpeaks truth, Deceit [is] in the heart of them 
that imagine evil; hey deceive themſelves, and bring miſ- 
chief on their own heads: but to the counſellors o 
[is] joy; it is a comfortable reflection, that they have 

always taken the mildeſt fide, have endeavoured to make 

21 peace, and not promote diſcord, There ſhall no real evil 
happen to the juſt : but the wicked ſhall be filled with 

22 miſchief, even when filled with ſenſual gratifications. Ly- 

ing lips [are] abomination to the Lonxp; he abhors all 
kind and degree of falſehood : but they that deal truly, as 
well as ſpeak truly, [are] his delight; and this circum- 
ſtance of being loved or hated of God, will turn the balance 

23 as to all preſent advantages. A prudent man concealeth 
knowledge; does not make a pomp or ſhow of it, but knows 
when to be filent : but the heart of fools proclaimeth 
fooliſhneſs; while they want 10 ſhow their knowledge they 

24 only proclaim their ignorance and folly. The hand of the 

diligent ſhall bear rule; fall have wealth and power : 
but the ſlothful ſhall be under tribute; will akvays be in 

25 ſtraits, and dependant upon others. Heavineſs in the heart 
of man maketh it ſtoop, therefore thoſe who are ſorrow- 

ful and low ſpirited ſhould not pore on their ſorrows, but 
purſue their buſineſs, and get into friendly and cheerful com- 
pany: 
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pany : but a good word maketh it glad, therefore others 
ſhould be ready to comfort them. This is eſpecially applicable 
26 to the promiſes of God's word. The righteous [is] more 
excellent than his neighbour in every reſped, and par- 
ticularly as he does not delude himſelf with vain hopes ; but 
the way of the wicked ſeduceth them; they do ill for 
27 themſehves. The ſlothful [man] roaſteth not that which 
he took in hunting; does not make the beſt of his circum- 
Bances, like a man who has taken the trouble of hunting, and 
tuo mere ſloth will not dreſs his game, but ſuffers it to ſpoil 
Hy lim: but the ſubſtance of a diligent man | is] precious; 
a8 he makes the beſt of it, and \ him comfort. In the 
way of righteouſneſs [is] lifez and in the pathway 
[thereof there is] no death; it is a ſure way to happineſs 
: here, and to immortal life hereafter.— We ſee from hence of 
what importance humility, diligence, and the wiſe govern- 
ment and uſe of the tongue are to our proſperity for both 
worlds. Let us habitually practiſe the government of the 
thoughts, in order to obtain the government of the tongue; 
and as a grand motive to this, remember that in the way 
of righteouſneſs is life, and that in the pathway thereof there 

is 10 death.” 


CHAP. XIII. 


1 A WISE fon ſheareth] his father's inſtruction: but 


a ſcorner heareth not rebuke, therefore there is 


| 2 no hope o him, he is not likely to be wiſe, A man ſhall 


eat by the fruit of [his] mouth: but the ſoul of 
the tranſgreſſors [ſhall eat] violence in the preſent life, 
But eſpecially hereafter, when by our words wwe be juſti- 
3 fied, 2 r that 
s mouth keepe ife from 5 
[but] he that openeth wide his ibs a — s 
brawler, who bolts out every thing that comes uppermoſt, 
ſhall have deſtruction; ſhall loſe his reputation, and bri 
4 ruin upon himſelf. The ſoul of the ſluggard, who wi 
and will not, has no reſolution, who loves gain, but hates the 
exertions of the diligent, ſuch an one defireth, and [hath] 
8 nothing: 
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nothing: but the ſoul of the diligent ſhall be made fat. 
5 A righteous [man] hateth lying in himſelf and others: 
but a wicked [man] is loathſome to God and man, and 
6 cometh to ſhame. Righteouſneſs keepeth [him that is] 
upright in the way : but -wickedneſs overthroweth the 
7 finner, tho* he fooliſhly ſeeks eſtabliſhment by it. There is 
that maketh himſelf rich, yet [hath] nothing: [there 
is] that maketh himſelf poor, yet [hath] great riches. 
This is applicable to the 200 perſons make in the world; 
therefore we have — of prudence in judging of others, and 
in truſting them. It is equally applicable to ſpiritual things, 
8 0 * and modeſt 1 The . of a — 
life [are] his riches; theſe ſometimes expoſe men to injuries, 
perſecutions, and falſe accuſations, ſo that they are glad to 
part with their riches to ranſom their lives: but the 
heareth not rebuke; they are often free from theſe things, 
men do not think it worth while to ſue them, becauſe there is 
9 nothing to be got. The light of the righteous rejoiceth, 
lite the ſun, with conſtant, pleaſant brightneſs, which, tho 
clouded or eclipſed, is not extinguiſhed : but the lamp, the 
poor, glimmering candle of the wicked ſhall be put out, 
with a diſagreeable ſtench, however bright it may have 
10 been. Only by pride cometh contention ; this is the chief 
cauſe of quarrels in kingdoms, churches, and families, and 
of the continuance of them: but with the well adviſed [is] 
wiſdom; they af? with prudence, yield, and ſtudy peace. 
11 Wealth [gotten] by vanity, by cheating, lying, and 
aming, ſhall be diminiſhed : but he that gathereth by 
labour, that is, by honeſt induſtry, ſhall increaſe; it will 
12 wear well, Hope deferred maketh the heart fick: but 
[when] the deſire cometh, [it is] a tree of life ; the moſt 
deferable thing in the world. This ſhould teach us not to raiſe 
our expectations too high, but to expect and prepare for diſ- 
appointments; and alſo not to keep others in Jupenſe, when 
13 they expect any benefit from us. Whoſo deſpiſeth the 
word, that is, good admonition from God or man, who will 
not ftudy it, and be ruled by it, ſhall be deſtroyed; but 
he that feareth the commandment, who reverences the 
14 precept, and feareth the penalty, ſhall be rewarded. The 
law of the wiſe [is] a fountain of life, to depart _ 
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the ſnares of death; it affords him comfort, and preſerves 

15 him from temptation. Good underſtanding giveth fa- 
vour; wiſdom and Piet are moſt amiable and acceptable to 
all: but the way of tranſgreſſors [is] hard; rough and per- 

| ed, however pleaſant and flowery. at its firſt entrance. 
16. Every prudent = dealeth with knowledge, he under- 
_ Fakes nothing but what he underſtands, and proceeds cau- 
tioufly, is careful what he ſays, and whom he truſts : but a 
fool layeth open [his] folly, by his imprudence and raſh- 

17 neſs. A wicked meflenger, who is falſe to his truſt, or 
trifles on his errands, falleth into miſchief : but a faith- 

ful ambaſſador [1s] health; is comfortable to wei 4 and 

18 thoſe who employ him. Poverty and ſhame [ſhall be to] 
him that refuſeth inſtruction: but he that regardeth re- 


19 proof ſhall be honoured and eſteemad. The deſire ac- 


compliſhed, eſpecially the pious deſire, is ſweet to the 
ſoul: but [it 1s] abomination to fools to depart from 
evil; and ſo the proſpeft of future happineſs cannot per- 


20 ſuade them to quit the bad courſes they are wedded to, He 


that walketh with wiſe [men,] intimately converſes and 
forms friendſhips with them, ſhall be wifes conver ſation 
with ſuch edifies and aſſimilates: but a companion of fools 


21 fhall be deſtroyed. Evil purſueth ſinners, and will cer- 


tainſy overtake them, tho they think it at a diſtance: but 
to the righteous good ſhall be repayed, for the good they 


22 have done, and the ill they have ſuffered. A [man] 


leaveth an inheritance to his children's children, by pru- 
dence, diligence, juſtice, and charity: and the wealth of 


tte finner [1s] laid up for the juſt; it is frequently by the 


| of God transferred to pious families, who will 
23 make @ good uſe of it. Much food [is in] the tillage of 
the poor, that is, in a little improved by induſtry : if a man 
as but little he ſhould be ſo much the more diligent and fru- 
gal: but there is [that is] deſtroyed for want of judg- 
ment; large eftates are often loſt by idleneſs and extra- 
vagance, by over living, by keeping great tables and many 

ſervants in other inſtances by out-traging their capital, 


Py 
4 . 


wh being bound for others, aud the lite; all which ſhow a want 
24 of Judgment. He that ſpareth his rod, if no other method 


will do, hateth his ſon : but he that loveth him —_— 
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eth him betimes, before ill habits are contracted. Parents 
| who do not keep their children under ſtrict diſcipline, are 
25 really cruel to them. The righteous eateth to the ſatis- 
fying of his ſoul; 4 little ſerves him, he does not deſire 
dainties and elegancies : but the belly of the wicked ſhall 
want; ſome of them ruin themſelves by debauchery, others 
pine away thro* covetouſneſs , worldly men are never ſatis- 
fied, —On the whole, we ſee that godlineſs is profitable for all 
things, having the promiſe of the life that now is, and that 
which is to come. | | 


CH AP, XIV. 


[ VERY wiſe woman buildeth her houſe ; by pru- 
dence and good management, ſhe promotes the order, 
proſperity, and credit of the family, which is a mark of true 
wiſdom: but the fooliſh plucketh it down with her hands; 
by her pride, prodigality, and idleneſs, ſbe contributes to the 

ruin of it, —— to our proverb, à man muſt aſt his 
2 wife's leave to grow rich.” He that walketh in his up- 
rightneſs feareth the Loxp, proves that he does ſo : but 
[he that is] perverſe in his ways, «unjuſt, intemperate, and 
irr , deſpiſeth him, whatever preten/ions he mates 
3 to devotion. In the mouth of the fooliſh [is] a rod of 

| ide ; they often bring upon — deſerved correction: 
ut the lips of the wile ſhall preſerve them; heir prudent, 
| peaceable, and ple words, conciliate the friendſhip of 
I Others, and preſerve them from danger. It is true Where 
no oxen [are, ] the crib [is] clean: but much increaſe 

[is] by the ſtrength of the ox; and one muſt be ſet over 
againſt the other. Perſons ſhould not be averſe to the fatigues 

and the meaneſt labours that a life of buſineſs expoſes men to. 

There is a good equivalent in the increaſe of their ſubſtance. 
Guard therefore againſt that exceſſive delicacy, which makes 

men neglect their duty becauſe of ſome inconveniences, 

5 A Faithful witneſs will — 25 685 falſe witneſs will 
utter lies; when we know a man's general charatter, we 

6 may know how far to credit what he ſays, A ſcorner, 

one that 1s critical, and cavils at A 
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dom, and [findeth it] not: but knowledge [is] eaſy unto 
him that underſtandeth ; 10 a well diſpoſed, humble, and 

7 teachable mind. Go from the preſence of a fooliſh man, 
when thou perceiveſt not [in him] the lips of know- 

. ledge; if ke has no reliſh for pious and uſeful diſcourſe, leave 

* 8 him, and ſeek better company. The wiſdom of the pru- 
1 dent, the beſt and moſt uſeful wiſdom, [is] to underſtand 
| his way; what courſe he muſt take to be truly happy: but 
the folly of fools [is] deceit; 10 play the knave is the 
1 9 greateſt folly. Fools make a mock at fin; it is one of the 
We | ſureſt marks of wickedneſs to make light of fin, or ſpeak of 
| it in a trifling manner: but among the righteous [there 
is! favour, charity and compaſſion to the ſouls of others, and 

10 they are favoured of God and man. The heart knoweth 

1 his own bitterneſs : and a ſtranger doth not intermeddle 

|: with his joy; we are not to judge of perſons entirely by ex- 

ternal circumſtances, without examining their tempers and 
pPaſſions. Others little know either the ſorrow of a penitent, 

11 or the joy of a believer: we are not to judge raſply. The 

Nlneſt, firmeſt houſe of the wicked ſhall be overthrown : 

but the tabernacle, or little tent, of the upright ſhall 
flouriſh : who would not then chooſe it, as a much more de- 

42 ſirable habitation! There is a way which ſeemeth right 

unto a man, he may think his opinion and practice right and 
good, but the end thereof [are] the ways of death. Let 

SE”. us therefore be cautious, ſince ignorance will not always ex- 

1 13 cuſe a man for ill behaviour. Even in laughter the heart 

_ is ſorrowful ; there is oftentimes inward pain under the ap- 

| Pꝛearance of cheerfulneſs ; and the end of that mirth [1s] 
lt 14 heavineſs; this is true of all vain and ſenſual mirth, The 
in . © backſlider in heart, who declines his duty from the fear of 
| 
| 
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danger, ſhall be filled with his own ways; ke ſball have 
trouble and ſorrow enough, yea, everlaſting terror and tor- 
ment: and a good man [ſhall be ſatisfied] from himſelf; 
| ball have preſent ſatisfaction and an abundant reward. 
n 15 The ſimple believeth every word; credits every common 


i  » report, and truſts every man's promiſes: but 8 
0 | [man] looketh well to his going; con/iders and obſerves 
Wy Ait, to ſee that he has good ground for what he does. Policy 


__ - Without piety has too muck of cunning to be good, piety 
VET? 2 without 
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toit hout policy is too ſimple to be ſafe. The great ſecret is 
to maintain an eaſy air with thoſe with whom we converſe ; | 
but reſolutely to maintain ſuch a reſerve as ſhall not put us 
16 into the power of any. A wiſe [man] feareth, and depart- 

| 


eth from evil; keeps out of harm's way and avoids the 
appearance of evil: but the fool rageth, and is confident; 
runs raſhly on, and, confident he ſhall do right, deſpiſes and 
17 reſents the kindeſt and mildeſt cautions. [ He that is] ſoon 
angry, of a haſty, paſſionate ſpirit, dealeth fooliſhly : and 4 
a man of wicked devices is hated ; a deliberate villain is 
18 univerſally deteſted. The ſimple, giddy, extravagant peo- 
ple, inherit folly, and will quickly have nothing elſe to in- 
herit : but the prudent are crowned with knowledge; i: 
19 ts both their ornament and ſupport. The evil bow before 7 
the good; and the wicked at the gates of the righteous; 
therefore they ſhould not deſpiſe and inſult them in their proſe. 
ty. The poor is hated even of his own neighbour : 
ut the rich [hath] many friends, who hope to get ſome- 
thing by them. This is a motive to frugality and diligence. | 
21 He that deſpiſeth his neighbour, becauſe he is low or 
mean, and will not relieve him, ſinneth; a remarkable 
phraſe, intimating, that if we conſidered the dignity of the 4 
rational nature, wwe ſhould do our utmoſt to relieve others : 1 
but he that hath mercy on the poor, happy [is] he, both K 
in the benevolence of his temper, (which affards the greateſt 
22 pleaſure) and in the approbation of God. Do they not err 
that deviſe evil? but mercy and truth [ſhall be] to them | 
that gd pom divine mercy ſhall be their ſecurity, their 
23 portion, and their joy. In all labour there is profit: but 
the talk of the lips [tendeth] only to penury : 4 man 
had better employ himſelf in the meaneſt . tian go | 
talking about, waſting his own time and that of others in | 
impertinence and folly. Some men of natural good ſenſe and g 
wit thus prove fools in conduct, and by — means bring | 
24 their families to poverty. The crown of the wiſe [is] | 
their riches; as they have great honour, and advantages | 
for doing good: [but] the fooliſhneſs of fools [is] folly ; | 
when riches fall into the hands of a fool, he only diſplays his 
25 folly the more; ſo that wiſdom-is better than riches. 
true witneſs delivereth ſouls, ves and reputations : but 
| | a deceitful 


20 


9 
3 — — es + 


——— — ———— 
— 


= PROVERBS. XIV. 


a deceitful [witneſs] ſpeaketh lies in judicial cauſes, and 
26 therefore does great miſchief. In the fear of the Loxn 
[is] ſtrong confidence, in the greateſt danger: and his 
ildren, the children of thoſe who fear God, ſhall have a 

place of refuge. How great an encouragement is it to real 
Piety, that it entails a bleſſing upon our families! and how 

27 comfortable a thing to be the children of good men! The 
fear of the Loxo [is] a fountain of life, to depart from 
the ſnares of death; it gives continual refreſhment, and 

28. ſecures from the greateſt dangers. In the multitude of 
people [is] the king's honour : but in the want of peo- 

ple [is] the deſtruction of the prince: i/is ſhould teach 
princes not to conſume them by war, or drive them out by 

29 perſecution and oppreſſion. [He that is] flow to wrath 
is] of great underſtanding: but [he that is] haſty of 
pirit exalteth folly ; lifts it up as a ſtandard, and teaches 

30 every body to deſpiſe him. A found heart, a quiet, gentle, 
contented mind, [is] the life of the fleſh : but envy the 


rottenneſs of the bones; it is its own puniſument, waſti 


n 
g1 the ſpirits and conſuming the firength. He that 1 


the poor reproacheth his Maker for mating him poor; hie 
contemns God's promiſes, and forgets his commands: but he 
32 that honoureth him hath mercy on the poor. The 
wicked is driven away in his wickedneſs ; in the midſt of 

it, "ergy: in the very aft; he is driven away againſt his 
will in agony and confuſion: but the righteous hath hope 
33 in his death; hope of a better ſtate beyond tis. Wiſdom 
reſteth in the heart of him that hath underſtanding; he 
knows when to conceal it: but [that which is] in the midſt 

of fools is made known; there is no concealing of a fool, the 


34 abundance of his loquacity ſhows his emptineſs. Righteouſ- 


neſs exalteth a nation, by its natural conſequences ſecuring 
the divine bleſſing : but fin [is] a reproach to any people. 


35 The king's favour'[is] toward a wiſe ſervant: but his 


wrath is [againſt] him that cauſeth ſhame; he ſball be 
diſgraced and baniſhed tlie court. — We may obſerve from 
hence, that Solomon every where eſtimates the underſtanding 
by prudence and meekneſs, caution and circumſpection, not 
by learning or wit. May we be ambitious to at} upon thee 
 maxims, as they are neceſſary to our happineſs in 8 mo 3 
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1 A SOFT, amild and ſubmiſſive anſwer turneth away 
| wrath : but grievous words ftir up anger; raiſe 
paſſion where there was none, and heighten it where there 

2 was, The tongue of the wiſe uſeth knowledge aright; 
ſets it off by a proper manner of introducing it: but the 
mouth of fools poureth out fooliſhneſs, ſome filly fuff, 
or ſome good 1 in a confuſed, oftentatious manner. 

3 The eyes of the Loxp [are] in every place, beholding 

4 the evil and the good. A wholeſome tongue [is] a tree 
of life; the tongue which ſpeaks comfort and heals breaches, 
is the greateſt FL to thoſe it converſes with: but per- 
verſeneſs therein [is] a breach in the ſpirit; Hing, 
calumny, and ill-natured language, tend to grieve and break 
the heart ; the one cheers a broken ſpirit, the other makes a 

5 breach in one that is ſound. A fool deſpiſeth his father's 
inſtruction: but he that regardeth reproof is prudent ; 

6 is in the way to improve in knowledge. In the houſe of 
the righteous [ſis] much treaſure, % but little wealth, 

. becauſe he has content and joy: but in the large revenues of 

the wicked is trouble; he has no comfort in them, his bad 

7 paſſions ſpoil all. The lips of the wiſe diſperſe knowledge, 

caller it wide, like ſeed : but the heart of the fooliſh 
[doeth] not fo; he has neither ability nor inclination to do 

8 good. The moſt coſtly ſacrifice of the wicked [is] an 

| abomination to the Loxp: but the prayer of the 

9 right (is] his gr ct and the reaſon is, The way of the 

wick [is] an abomination unto the Logy: but he 
loveth him that followeth after righteouſneſs ; who is 

*  fentere in the * of righteouſneſs, who hungers and 

10 thirfts after it. Correction [1s] grievous unto him that 

 forſaketh the way of rdigion: [and] he that hateth re- 

proof ſhall die. We here ſee why many hate reproof ; but, 
to die for want of attending to it, is infinitely worſe than 

11 any preſent mortification. Hell and deſtruction, the grave 

and the inviſible world, [are] before the Loy: how 

12 much more then the hearts of the children of men? A 

| corner loveth not one that _—_— him: neither will 

Vor. V. | Tap rake wth 


50 PROVERBS. XV. 


he go unto the wiſe, becauſe he is determined to go on in an 

13 evil way. A merry heart maketh a cheerful counte- 
. nance: but by ſorrow of the heart the ſpirit is broken, 
end rendered unfit for the ſervice of God and man. This 
teaches us to cultivate an innocent cheerfulneſs, and not ſuffer 
14 ſorrow to prey upon the mind. The heart of him that 
© hath underſtanding ſeeketh knowledge: but the mouth 
of fools feedeth on fooliſhneſs ; fookſo men pour out a 
torrent of impertinent, idle diſcourſe, while a wiſe man 

| ſeeks improvement in wiſdom and grace, and finds the com- 
15 fort of it, All the days of the afflicted [are] evil: but 
be that is of a merry heart [hath] a continual feaſt; if a 
poor affiified man be of a cheerful temper, it makes up the 
16 want of other enjoyments, and fweetens his evil days. Bet- 
ter 58 little with the fear of the Logp, with a good con- 
. ſcience, and ſerving God with it, than great treaſure and 
trouble therewith ; than an uneaſy mind and the abuſe of 
wealth, which aggravates their future account, This is an 
important hint to parents to purſue religion rather than 
 wwealth, and be more careful that their children be religious than 
17 rich. Better [is] a dinner of herbs where love is, than 
a ſtalled ox and hatred therewith ; the meaneſt proviſion 
with family peace and love, is better than the greateſt dainty 

18 and hatred therewith, A wrathful man ſtirreth up ftrife : 
but [he that is] flow to anger appeaſeth ſtrife; à peace- 
able, quiet ſpirit is its own reward, and of great ſervice to 
19 the world. The way, of the ſlothful [man is] as an hedge 
of thorns ; he makes difficulties where there are none, and 
magnifies thoſe that are: but the way of the righteous 
85 Tis) im ade plain, eaſy and pleaſant, notwithſtanding all diſ- 
couragements; he does not fink under but ſurmounts difficul- 

20 ties. A wiſe ſon maketh a glad father, as he hopes he will 
prove an honour to the family: but a fooliſh man deſpiſeth 

huis mother; plainly ſhows he has no regard to her, who 
21 perhaps has ſpoiled him by her indulgence, Folly [is] joy 
to [him that is] deſtitute of wiſdom; he fins with delight, 


* 


and boaſts of it: but a man of underſtanding walketh up- 
rightly; his affords him the higheſt ſatisfattion, and will 


22 be greatly rewarded. Without counſel, ir! wy are diſ. 
appointed: but in the multitude of coun 


ors they are 


e eſtabliſhed, 


r 
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23 eſtabliſhed, accompliſhed and brought to a good iſſue, A 
man hath joy by the anſwer of his mouth: and a word 
[ſpoken] in due ſeaſon, how good [is it,] both to himſelf 

24 and others | The way of life [1s] above to the wiſe, that 
he may depart from hell beneath, h an up hill road and 
difficult, yet this balances all, that it preſerves a man from 
hell (as ſome underſtand it); or rather, the way of life, or 
true religion, leads a man's thoughts upwards, to an holy 

25 and heavenly converſation. The Lord will deſtroy the 
houſe of the proud, who trample on the poor : but he 
will eftabliſh the border of the widow, who is afflicted 

26 and oppreſſed. The thoughts of the wicked Care] an 
abomination to the Lok, who. ſees and hates them : but 
[the words] of the pure [are] pleaſant words, hat is, 
Pleafing to God. Let us therefore guard our thoughts and 

27 maintain good and uſeful diſcourſe. He that is greedy of 
— or eager in the purſuit of it, troubleth his own 

ouſe; throws them into a continual hurry, will not allow 
them proper fleep or relaxation, is a burden to children and 
ſervants, and brings the curſe of God upon them: but he 
tat hateth gifts ſhall live; he who hateth bribery, diſ- 
honeſty, and all mean tricks, ſhall live in reputation and 

28 comfort. The heart of the righteous ſtudieth to anſwer; 
he thinks before he ſpeaks, and ſtudies what may be uſeful : 

but the mouth of the wicked poureth out evil things, 

29 without any confideration of the conſequences.,, The Logp 

[is] far from the wicked; and thus what was his crime is 
his puniſhment : there will be a time when every man will 
defire that God may be near him: but he heareth the 


30 prayer of the righteous. The light of the eyes rejoiceth 


the heart, gives pleaſure and vigour to the body: [and] a 


good report maketh the bones fat. This ſhould teach us to 


e thankful if God continues the light of our eyes, and the 


3 1 — of our reputation. The ear that heareth the 


reproof of life abideth among the wiſe; he is admitted int 


R . their company as a teachable perſon, tho" he cannot bear a 


32 part in the converſation. He that refuſeth inſtruction 
deſpiſeth his own foul ; is not ſufficiently ſenfeble of his ra- 


\ tional, immortal nature, and prefers the body to it: but he 


that heareth reproof getteth underſtanding, and ſo pre- 
| * 46. ſerveth 
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33 ſerveth his ſoul. The fear of the Lonp [is] the inſtrur- 
tion of wiſdom; the moſt important precept of wiſdom; and 
before honour [is] humility.— Learn this, that the true, 
the ſure, and the readiefl way to be wiſe and honourable, is 
to be devout and humble. 


CHAP. XVI. 4 
I HE preparations of the heart in man, and the g 
1 uy anſwer of the tongue [is] from the Loxy; it 
depends on him whether they ſhall ſpeak with ſuch elocution 
'S 2 or ſucceſs as they intended. All the ways of a man [are] 
clean in his on eyes; but the Lory weigheth the 
ſpirits; God has as perfect a knowledge of men's defighs as 
they have of thaſt things which they weigh in the balance 
3 with the greateſt exaineſs, Commit thy works unto the 
Lon, 4ſt his direction, and ſeek a bleſſing from him, and 
thy thoughts ſhall be eſtabliſhed, without diftreſſing cares 
4 or fears, The Lord hath made all [things] for him- 
ſelf: yea, even the wicked for the day of evil; ke has 
made all things to anſwer the purpoſes of his providence and 
glory, and even wicked men to be executioners of his ven- 
geance; or rather, the Lord hath made all things ſuited to 
each other, and proportioned the puniſhment of the witked to 
their crimes ;. he hath eftabli/hed the conneftion between vice 
5 and miſery in the future world; Every one without excepti- 
an, that is] proud in heart, [is] an abomination to the 
Lorp, tho he may admire and applaud himſelf : fthough] 
6 hand | join] in hand, he ſhall not be unpuniſſied. By 
mercy and truth iniquity is purged ; fidelity and charity 
are the ready way to avert the wrath of God: and by the 
fear of the Loxp [men] depart from evil; where true 
7 religion is there will be reformation. When a man's ways 
. . pleaſe the Loxp, he maketh even his enemies to be at 
peace with him; he can calm their ſpirits and diſarm their 

8 reſentment. Better [is] a little with righteouſneſs than 
great revenues without right; it is more laſting and more 
9 . A man's heart deviſeth his way: but after 
all the Lord directeth his ſteps, therefore there * 


9 ®» 
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10 for prayer and thankfulneſs. A divine ſentence [is,] - 
be, in the lips of the king: his mouth tranſgre 
eth not in judgment, in giving orders and — 
Judgment ; or, if the diflates of God's word be in his lips, 
8 religious regard to the 12 will have @ good influence 
11 oft his adminiſtration. A juſt weight and —__ [are] 
He Logo's : all the weights of the bag [are] his work, 
appointed and — H tum; juſtice ought to be ob- 
5 in the leaſt 292 s, and a e God will be an 
12 engagement to univerſal integrity, [It is,] that is, uld 
2 TRI kings to commit NS 
——_— is eſtabliſhed by righteouſneſs; it tends to en- 
age the offefions of the people a mgs of God, and 
13 5; ** oft defence of a prince. Bao lips [are] the 
delig of kings; and they love him that ſpeaketh 
right; an intimation to Solomon's bie that behaviour 
14 Would pleaſe him, The wrath of a king [is as] meſſen- 
gers of death, eſpecially in ſuch arbitrary monarchies as 
thoſe in the eaſt; how much more dreadful is the wrath of 
.__ but a wiſe man will pacify it; ke will tate the moſt 
wiſe and prudent time * it. In the 
* of the king's countenance is] there js a 
tranſport attending the ſmile fa prince; and his favour;[is] 
as a cloud of the latter rain how valuable then is God's 
16 favour | How much better in every reſpe [1s it] to get 
wiſdom than gold? and to get underſtanding rather to 
be — filver ? How fooliſh then is vey wow 
who ſpend all their days in getting wealth, without i | 
17 ing their own or their children's minds. The hi * 
that is, the ſtraighi and eaſy path, of the upright is to de- 
part from evil; us is ſua conſtant aim — wb he 
that keepeth his way, looks well 40 his ations, preſerveth 
18 his ſoul from ſorrow and deftrution. Pride [goeth} be- 
fore deſtruction, in this world and in the next, and an 
haughty ſpirit before a fall; 40 you of any thing is the 
19 way lo loſe it. Better [it is to be] of an humble ſpirit 
with the lowly, than to divide the ſpoil with the proud ; 
an humble man is happier in aſflidtions, than an haughty, in- 
ſolent man in the midſt oþ 1 ane and triumph. Here Solo- 
wan not only oppoſes the rt of virtue to the rewards of 


Vice, 
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vice, (that would be doing vice too much honour;) but he op- 
Poſes the naked virtue, and that the leaſt magnificent of all 
others, to the advantages of the moſt exalted vice; the ſpirit 

20 of meekneſs to the ſpoils of pride. He that handleth a mat- 
ter wiſely ſhall find » reſpeft and ſucceſs : and whoſo 
truſteth in the Lok, happy [is] he; true religion only 
21 can make a man happy. The wile in heart ſhall be called 
| "prudent, hat is, have the honour of their wiſdom : and 
4 the ſweetneſs of the lips increaſeth learning; eloquence 
a adds a new value to it; makes it more agreeable, diffuſive, 
22 and inſtruftive. Underſtanding [is] a well-ſpring of life 
unto him that hath it; it ſtreams forth for the inſtruction 

of others: but the inſtruction of fools [is] folly; they 
only betray their own folly, and no good is to be got by them: 

23 The heart of the wiſe teacheth fis mouth, and addeth 
learning to his lips; he ſpeaks from experience, which 
24 makes what he ſays the more regarded. Pleaſant words, 
ſuch words of wiſdom as before deſcribed, [are as] an 
honeycomb, ſweet to the ſoul, and health to the bones, 
are not only pleaſant, but wholeſome ;, like honey, they have 
25 an agreeable taſte, and a medicinal virtue. There is a 
way that ſeemeth right unto a man: but the end 
thereof [are] the ways of death; his is repeated to teach 

26 us not to deceive ourſelves. He that laboureth laboureth 
for himſelf; for his mouth craveth it of him; "honeſt in- 
duſtry is neceſſary for the preſervation of life,” but more 
27 neceſſary in the concerns of the ſoul, An ungodly man 
diggeth up evil; is always contriving to do miſchief ;, with 
great labour and induſtry diving into what is ſecret by ſur- 
miſes and ſuſpicions: and in his lips [there 1s] as a burning 
fire; his lying, flanderous ſpeeches are very miſchievous. 

23 A froward man ſoweth ſtrife where there is love and 
peace; and a whiſperer ſeparateth chief friends, by car- 
29 Hing tales and miſrepreſentations. A violent man entice- 
eth his neighbour, and leadeth him into the way [that 
is] not good; contrives to do him the greateſt injury, Lot 

us aim at a contrary charatter, and attempt to draw our 

30 friends into the ways of religion. He ſhutteth his eyes ta 
deviſe froward things; ie does it with deliberation and 
tontrivance: moving his lips he bringeth evil to paſs; 


giving 
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* giving to his aſſociates, that they may execute their 
31 — The hoary head [is] a crown of glory, 
[if] it be found in the way of righteouſneſs; it is an 
honourable thing to be an aged ſaint; ſuch ſhould be re- 
verenced, and young people ſhould be engaged to be good be- 
times, that they may have this honour if they ſhould live to 
32 be old. [He that is] ſlow to anger, not eaſily put into 
a paſſion, nor reſents a provocation, [is] better than the 
mighty: and he that ruleth his ſpirit. than he that tak- 
eth a city; ſome of the moſt glorious conquerors amidſt the 
greateſt ſucceſs and triumph have been, thro* the violence of 
their own paſſtons, the objects of pity to all who read their 
33 tiſtory; as Alexander, and others. The lot is caſt into 
the lap: but the whole diſpoſing thereof ¶ is] of the 
Lorp; his providence determines the moſt caſual events, 
therefore we ſhould be reconciled to our condition, and pa- 
tient and contented in every ſtate. | b 
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x ETTER [is] a dry morſel, à dry cruſt, and 
quietneſs therewith, than an houſe full of ſacri- 

fices [with] ftrife; than the greateſt feaſt upon the remains 
F the moſt coſtly ſacrifices: all families, eſpecially the poor, 
cultivate peace, and thus ſecure the moſt valuable en- 

2 joyment of life. A wiſe ſervant ſhall have rule over'a 
| fon that cauſeth ſhame: and ſhall have part of the in- 
heritance among the brethren ; @ wiſe ſervant often gets 
money ſufficient to buy the eſtate which fooliſh children are 

3 obliged to ſell. The fining pot [is] for filver, and the 
furnace for gold: but the Loxp trieth the hearts; 

4 affliftions diſcover the droſs, and prove what is good. A 
wicked doer giveth heed to falſe lips; it is a gn of a 
wicked diſpoſition to give credit to every malicious ftory raiſed 
and ſpread: [and] aliargiveth ear to a naughty _ 
5 liars love to ſtrengthen and juſtify one another. Whoſo 
mocketh the poor reproacheth his Maker who made him 
ſo, who has taken the poor under his protection, and will 
' Puniſh the reproachers : [and] he that is glad at * 

E 4 
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6 ſhall not go unpuniſhed, Children's children {are} the 
crown of old men; it is an honaur ta live to be old and ſee 
many deſcendants: and the glory of children [are] their 
fathers; it is an honour for children to be deſcended from 

9 worthy parents, Excellent ſpeech becometh not a fool; 

us manners contradift it: much leſs do lying lips a prince. 

8 A gift [is as] a precious ſtone in the eyes of him that 
hath it, ſcattering its rays from every fide, is ſparkling 
and beautiful: whitherſoever it turneth, it proſpereth. 
This intimates. the unhappy influence which antereſt has 
to make men att againſt reaſon, conſcience, and the pub- 

9 lick good. He that covereth a tranſgreſſion, meketh the 
beſt of every thing, ſeeketh love; but he that repeateth a 
matter, and probably aggravates it, ſeparateth [very] 
friends; ſuch talebearers as theſe are very pernicious per- 
ſons, and ſhould be checked by thoſe uli are friends to peace 

10 and love. A reproof entereth more into a wiſe man, 
maketh a greater impreſſion upon him, than an hundred 

11 ſtripes into a fool. An evil [man] ſeeketh only rebel- 
lion, or miſchief: therefore a cruel meſſenger ſhall be 
ſent againſt him. This is @ warning not 10 entertain ſedi- 
tious councils and deſigns, leſt the prince ſiauld ſend an exe- 

12 cutioner, as was cuſtomary in the eaſt. Let a bear rob- 
bed of her whelps, he moſt miſchievous animal in enraged 
circumſtances, meet a man rather than a fool in his folly; 
rather than a man under the influence of ſtrong and vicious 

13 Paſſions. Whoſo rewardeth evil for good, evil ſhall not 
depart from his houſe; it may be puniſbed in the next 
14 generation. The beginning of ftrife [1s as] when one let- 
teth out water: therefore leave off contention, before it 
be meddled with; a beautiful alluſian to a well known fact, 
when a breach is once made in a dam no one can tell where 
it will top, it will grow wider and larger, therefore let us 
1.5 not medale with it at all. He that juſtifieth the wicked 
treating him as, and pronouncing him to be righteaus, an 
he that condemneth the juſt, cenſures and coudemns theſe 
who are ſincere and upright for ſome little indiſcretions, even 
16 they both [are] abomination to the Logp. Wherefore 
[is there] a price in the hand of a fool, an opportunity 
end advantage to get wiſdom, ſceing [he hath] no _ 
neither 
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17 neither till, reſolation, nor defire {to it?] A friend loyeth 
at all times, and a brother is born for adverſity ; hey 
only are true friends who ftick to us and help us in adverſity. 

18 A man void of underſtanding ſtriketh hands, ſand] 
becometh ſurety in the preſence of his friend, tui 75 

19 able to anſiuer for himſelf. He loveth tranſgreſſion that 
loveth ſtrife, hat is, brawling, contentions, law ſuits, and 
diſputes in religion: [and] he thatexalteth his gate ſeek- 
eth deſtruction; he who affetts grandeur and magnificence, 
his ſubſtance and his eftate all run out at his pompous gate, 

and make way for deftruttion to enter in: this is the rum of 

20 multitudes of young people. He that hath a froward heart, 
a perverſe, fretful diſpoſition, findeth no good: and he 
that hath a perverſe tongue, à deceitful, illnatured tongue, 
falleth into miſchief, brings it upon himſelf by his own per- 
21 verſeneſs. He that begetteth a fool, 4 wicked ſon, [doeth 
it] to his ſorrow: and the father of a fol hath no joy 
in any thing elſe. Such parents are greatly to be pitiad; and 
in order to prevent this, they cannot be to careful in the 

22 education of their children. A merry heart, that is, a 
cheerful temper, doeth good [like] a medicine: hut a 

broken ſpirit drieth the bones; weakens the firength, and 

23 conſumes the vital parts. A wicked [man] taketh, or 
accepteth, a gift out of the boſom of the giver, he does i! 

24 ſecretly, to pervert the ways of judgment. Wiſdom [is] 
before him that hath underſtanding ; 4e has his thoughts 
about him, looks before him, and conſiders the conſequences of 
. but the eyes of a fool [are] in the ends of the 
earth; he hath a roving, 3 meddling with 
things that he hath no concern in, and that are of no impor- 

25 tance, A fooliſh ſon [is] a grief to his father, and 
bitterneſs to her that bare him: this is @ maxim that 
Salomon often repeats; probably he had his own ſon Rehoboam 
in his eye. It is of great importance far parents and children 

26 40 attend to it. Alſo to puniſh the juſt [is] not good, 
[nor] to ſtrike princes for equity; iu #5 ,@ crime in a 
magiſtrate to puniſh the juſt, but for @ king to Puniſh huis 
nobles for equity is moſs horrible, becauſe it is diſcauraging 
them from doing good when in their power, and qweakening 

27 bis owy hands. He that hath knowledge ſpareth = 

ONES wo 
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words, is not fond of talking, ſpeaks only when it is fit 
and may be uſeful: [and] a man of underſtanding is of 
an excellent ſpirit, or rather, a cool ſpirit, as in the mar- 
gin of our bibles, for to be calm, diſpaſſionate, and not eaſily 
.. provoked, is a mark of wiſdom and an excellent ſpirit. | 
28 Even a fool, when he holdeth his peace, is counted % 
wiſe: [and] he that ſhutteth his lips ſis eſteemed] a | 
man of underſtanding ; he concealment of folly is wiſdom, 
and ſometimes wiſdom uttered is folly, men's abilities are 
chiefly diſcovered by their diſcourſe, and talkative perſons 
proclaim their own folly. — Let every man therefore be fevift 
to hear, ſlow to ſpeak, and flow to wrath. 
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I \HROUGH deſire a man, having ſeparated 
himſelf, ſeeketh [and] intermeddleth with all 
wiſdom; or rather, a man of retirement ſeeketh after his 
defire, and intermeddleth with all wiſdom. Retirement is of 
2 great uſe to improve the mind. A fool hath no delight in 
underſtanding, in its real uſe, only for oftentation or amuſe- 
ment, but that his heart may diſcover itſelf ; all his delight 
3 is to vent his own folly and wickedneſs. When the wicked 
cometh, [then] cometh alſo contempt upon God and re- 
ligion, and every thing valuable; and with ignominy re- 
proach, reproachful language concerning others : if a man 
fpeaks reproachfully- and contemptibly of others, mark him 
4 for @ wicked man. The words of a wiſe man's mouth 
| [are as] deep waters, [and] the well-ſpring of wiſdom 
[as] a flowing brook; it is an inexhauftible ſpring of en- 5 
5 tertainment and improvement. [It 1s] not good to accept, 4 
to favour or juſtify, the perſon of the wicked, in order to 3 
6 overthrow the righteous in judgment. A fool's lips 
enter into contention, he uſes paſſionate and provoking 
language, and his mouth calleth for ſtrokes; he brings 
7 ſorrow: and puniſhment upon himſelf. A fool's mouth [is] 
his deſtruction, and his lips [are] the ſnare of his ſoul | 
it will. efpecially appear to be ſo at the judgment day; when 
by our words we ſhall be 272 and by our words we 75 
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8 be condemned. The words of a talebearer, who picks up 
ſtories, pries into ſecrets, and carries them from houſe to 
houſe, cho relates falſehoods, who miſrepreſents things, or 
whiſpers about things which ſhould not be ſpoken of, tho 
true, the words of ſuch [are] as wounds, and they go 
down into the innermoſt —5 of the belly; the wounds 
are mortal tho filent, and deſtroy the reputation and intereſt 
of the perſons ſpoken of, and the love of thoſe ſpoken to, 

9 He alſo that is flothful in his work is brother to him 
that is a great waſter; hey are both criminal, and both 

10 come to poverty. The name of the Lox, his power, 
goodneſs, and promiſes, [is] a ſtrong tower : the righteous 

runneth into it, and is ſafe; there he ſeeks for pro- 
tellion by faith and prayer, and there he finds it, together 

11 with a rich ſupply of all his wants. The rich man's wealth 

[is] his ſtrong city, and as an high wall in his own con- 
ceit ; he thinks himſelf ſecurely intrenched, ſo that no danger 
can come near him, forgetting his dependance upon God, but 
it is only in his own conceit, and he finds his high walls 
12 thrown down by a variety of accidents. Before deſtruction 
the heart of man is haughty, and before honour [is] 
humility ; wwhen a man finds himſelf diſpoſed to be proud of 
any of his endowments and poſſeſſions, he has need to be 
alarmed, as it is an intimation that he is in danger of being 

13 deprived of them. He that anſwereth a matter before he 
heareth [it,] who thinks to ſhow his quickneſs of appre- 

”  henſion, and pronounces dogmatically without hearing both 

14 fides, it [is] folly and ſhame unto him. The ſpirit of 

a man will ſuſtain his infirmity, bear up under dangers and 

troubles; but a wounded ſpirit who can bear? What 
hath a man to comfort and uphold him, if he has not the rea- 
fon of his own mind, the teſtimony of his conſcience, and a 
ſenſe of God's favour ? Great care therefore ſhould be taken 
to govern the paſſions, and keep the ſpirits calm, in order to 

15 prevent ſuch a dreaiful criſis, The heart of the prudent 

getteth knowledge; and the ear of the wiſe ſeeketh 
knowledge; a diligent application to the means of improv- 
ing in knowledge, both by ſtudy and converſation, is a fign 

16 F true wiſdom. A man's gift maketh room for him, and 

bringeth him before great men. This antient cuſtom of bring- 
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vg preſents whey they wait upon their ſuperiors, is ſtill retains 
17 ed in ile caſt. [He that is] firſt in his own cauſe [ſeem- 
eth] juſt ; but his neighbour cometh and ſearcheth him; 
one Rory is good till another is told, therefore we ſhould not 
be raſh and haſty in our determinations, hear both fades. 
18 The lot cauſeth contentions to ceaſe, and parteth be- 
tween the mighty. Solomon here adviſes to refer troubleſome 
matters to lot, and to fit down contented with the event; this 
19 may be very uſeful fill, if not ſuperſtitionfly performed. A 
brother offended [is harder to be won] than a ſtrong 
. and [their] contentions [are] like the bars of a 
caſtle : the nearneſs of the relation heightens the provocation, 
therefore wwe ſhould be careful not to offend ar deſpiſe our near 
20 relations or friends. A man's belly ſhall be ſatisfied 
with the fruit of his mouth; [and] with the increaſe of 
his lips ſhall he be filled; Ieh have pleaſure or uneaſi- 
21 eſs, as he ſpeaks well or ill. Death and life [are] in the 
| power of the tongue; à great deal of good or evil is done 
by it, and they that love it, that love life, and give 
' Fonverſation @ wiſe turn, ſhall eat the fruit thereof, 
22 [Whoſo] findeth a wife, ar (as ſome antient verſions 
render it) a good wife, findeth a good [thing,] and 
obtaineth favour of the LogD, aud he ought to acknow- 
ledge the goodneſs of Gad in giving him a ſuitable com- 
23 pation. The poor uſeth intreaties, are forced to make 
ſubmiſſions and uſe intreaties, even for what is their due; 
but the rich anſwereth roughly; riches are @ tempta- 
tion to haughtineſs and arrogance, which very much leſſen 
24 the value of them. A man [that hath] friends muſt 
ſhow himſelf friendly: and there is a friend [that] 
ſticketh cloſer than a brother; friends are worth keeping, 
and may in many circumſtances be more uſeful to us than near 
relations ; therefore they muſt be uſed well, dr muſt love and 
ferve them, and behave friendly to them, if we deſire they 
Haould behave ſo 10 us. Gr 5 
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*C HA.P. XI 


1 BETTER lis] the poor that walketh in his in- 
D tegrity, than ſhe that is] perverſe in his lips, and 
is 2 fool; an honeſt poor man is more honourable, eaſy, and 
ſecure, than a fly wicked man, ino he may get rich by his 
2 artifices. Alſo, 3 the ſoul [be] without knowledge, 
[it is] not good; 7he want of underſtanding and delibera- 
tion proves an occaſion of great miſchief : and he that 
haſteth with [his] feet finneth; if 4 man of good ſenſe 
runs raſbiy and inconſiderately on, it will be as fatal to him 

3 as the want of underſtanding. The fooliſhneſs of man 
perverteth his way, brings kim into troubles and ftraits: 
and his heart fretteth againſt the Lox D; ke lays the blame 

4 upon providence. Wealth maketh many friends, not 
to his perſon, yet to his circumſtances ; but the poor is ſepa- 
rated from his neighbour ; is neglected by thoſe who ſhould 

5 help him. A falſe witneſs ſhall not be unpuniſhed, and 
ſhe that] ſpeaketh lies ſhall not eſcape ; e who ſpeaketk 
lies dne, tho* not confirmed by an oath, ſhall not eſcape 

6 the divine judgment. Many will intreat the favour of the 
prince, becauſe great things are in his power: and every 
man [is] a friend to him that giveth gifts; 4% a max 
whoſe circumſtances enable him and whoſe temper inclines hins 
to be liberal. What a ſtrong argument is this to ſeek the di- 

7 vine friendſhip 1 All the brethren of the poor do hate 
him, as a diſgrace and burden to them + how much more 
do his friends go far from him, that is, thoſe who pro- 
feſſed themſelves ſuch ? he purſueth [them with] words, 
ht intreats them, and puts them in mind of former promiſes, 

8 [yet] they [are] wanting [to him.] He that getteth 
wiſdom loveth his own ſoul: he that keepeth under- 
ſtanding, who conducłs his life by prudent counſel, ſhall 
9 find good, A falſe witnefs ſhall not be unpuniſhed, and 
ſhe that] ſpeaketh lies ſhall periſh ; i is repeated be- 
10 cauſe it is an important maxim, ſee v. 5. Delight is not 
ſeemly for a fool; ke knows not how to behave in proſperity; 
he uſeth the delights of life to diſhonour God, and for his. 
own miſchief, much leſs for a ſervant to have rule over 
princes; if fuch an one be in power, lie is intolerable, and 
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11 4 judgment on mankind. The diſcretion of a man defer- 
reth his anger till he is cool, and has conſidered the matter: 
and [it is] his glory to paſs over a tranſgreſſion, not to 
revenge it; tho" the perverſe judgment of the world is con- 

12 frary. The king's wrath [1s] as the roaring of a lion; 
but his favour [is] as dew upon the graſs. This is de/itn- 


13 ed 10 promote loyalty. A fooliſh fon [is] the calamity of 


his father: and the contentions of a wife [are] a con- 
tinual dropping; make the houſe uncomfortable and unfit to 

be inhabited, and ſo tempt a man to extravagance abroad. 
A wicked ſon and a ſcolding wife, are two of the ſaddeſt 
14 plagues in a family, Houſe and riches [are] the in- 
| heritance of fathers: and a prudent wife | is] from the 
LokD, /he does not come by hereditary right ; his providence 


15 therefore ſhould be acknowledged in this favour. Slothful- 


neſs caſteth into a deep ſleep; it has a ſtupifying faculty, 
and makes men unfit for buſineſs ; and an idle foul ſhall 


16 ſuffer hunger; ſhall be reduced to poverty and want. He 


that keepeth the commandment keepeth his own ſoul; 
ſecures his peace and happineſs; [but] he that deſpiſeth 
his ways ſhall die; he that never thinks or minds how he 
alis, who follows his own inclination and the faſſuon, goes 


17 the direct way to deſtruction. He that hath pity upon the 


poor lendeth unto the Lorp; and that which he hath 
given will he pay him again; it is in a ſafe hand, and he 
ſhall have ns, A delightful thought, and of mare 
force than a thouſand volumes to recommend liberality. 


18 Chaſten thy ſon while there is hope, and let not thy 


ſoul ſpare for his crying; it ſhould be rather rendered, 
Do not lift up thy ſoul to his deſtruction, that is, correct 
19 him, but not immoderatcly, A man of great wrath ſhall 
ſuffer puniſhment ; he will have a deal gf perplexity and 
unegſineſs, quarrels, and law ſuits: for if thou deliver 
him, ] yet thou muſt do it again; he will ſoon bring him- 
ſelf into ſome other ſcrape by his paſſion and perverſcneſs, 


20 Hear counſel, and receive inſtruction, that thou mayeſt 


be wiſe in the latter end; conſider the final conſequences of 


21 things; ſuch wiſdom will be wiſdom indeed. ("There are] 


many devices in a man's heart; nevertheleſs the coun- 


- fel of the Logo, that ſhall ſtand in ſpite of them all. A 


comfortable 
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22 comfortable thought to @ good man at all times. The defire 
of a man [is] his kindneſs, it is agreeable when perſons mean 
well, tho' it is not in their power to do much: and a 
man [is] better than a liar; 4 poor man who gives good 
evidence of a kind, benevolent diſpoſition, is more eſteemed and 
reſpected than a liar, that is, than a rich man who makes 
great profeſſions and promiſes, and does not anſwer them, 
has nothing at the ſervice of his friends but compliments. 

23 The fear of the Lonp [tendeth] to life: and ſhe that 
hath it] ſhall abide ſatisfied; he ſhall not be viſited with 

24 evil, with any deſtrufive evil. A ſlothful [man] hideth 
his hand in [his] boſom, and will not ſo much as bring 

it to his mouth again; when ſloth prevails it makes a man 

25 unwilling to do the moſt neceſſary things. Smite a ſcorner, 
& profligate ſinner, and the ſimple will beware; if it does 
him no good it may be a warning to others: and reprove 
one that hath underſtanding, [and] he will underſtand 

26 knowledge; @ wiſe man will be better for reproof. He 
that waſteth [his] father, [and] chaſeth away his! 
mother, [is] a ſon that cauſeth ſhame, and bringeth re- 
proach to his parents and himſelf; but we very. ſeldom ſee 
ſuch things in children who have been wiſely and religiouſly 

27 educated, Ceaſe, my ſon, to hear the inſtruction ſthat 

| -  cauſeth] to err from the words of knowledge; do not 

hearken to any who would prejudice you againſt religion, or 
28 weaken your regard to it. An ungodly witneſs ſcorneth 
judgment, hat is, reaſon, equity, ſcripture, and the judg- 
ment of God againſt perfidious perſons : and the mouth of 
the wicked devoureth iniquity ; ke ſwallows down greedil/ 
3 the greateſt crimes, and is glad of any opportunity of com- 
5 29 mitting them, Judgments are prepared for ſcorners, and 

i ſtripes for the back of fools ; they are ſometimes puniſhed 

AN in this world, but ſhall certainly be ſo in another, — This 

454 Should engage us to ſeek wiſdom, that we may avoid theſe 

N - - Judgments, and obtain ſecurity, peace, and everlaſting hap- 

Pneſs. | 
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CHAP. XX, 


r XEL7 INE [is] a mocker, ſtrong drink [is] raging : 
WwW and whoſoever 1s deceived thereby is not wiſe ; 
it makes a man abuſive and quarrelſome, leads him to ſay and 

db fooliſh things. Let him have ever ſo much ſenſe, he re- 
ducetn himſelf to a level with an idiot; yea, with a brute. It 
is firange that drunkenneſs ſhould be the fault of ſo many ſen- 
ible people, whom one would think pride ſhould keep from it, 

2 if they had no religion. The fear of a king, an arbitrary 

monarch, [1s] as the roaring of a lion: [whoſo] provok- 


eth him to anger finneth [againft] his own ſoul, expoſes 


3 Ns life to manifeſt danger. [It is] an honour for a man 
to ceaſe from ſtrife, — to avoid it, and be the firſt 
to give it over: but every fool will be meddling where he 

4 has no buſineſs, and fo ftir up ſtrife. The ſluggard will 
not plough by reafon of the cold; the moſt inconfiderable 

_ difficulties affright him from labour: [therefore] ſhall he 
beg in harveſt, and [have] nothing when others have 
5 Plenty. Counſel in the heart of man [is like] deep 


water; but a man of underſtanding will draw it out by 


prudent diſcourſe and diligent obſervation, as human induſtry 


6 finds methods to fetch water out of the earth. Moſt men 


will proclaim every one his own goodneſs: but a faith- 
ful man who can find? he generality pretend. to great 
7 generoſity, but it is difficult to find common honefly. The 
jul [man] walketh in his integrity: his children [are] 
fled after him; „ie entails a bleſſing on his poſterity; it 


8 is happy to be the children of fuck a parent. A king that 


fitteth in the throne of judgment ſcattereth away all 


evil with his eyes; a man integrity will have a natural 


authority in any ſuperior relation. If a king, he will exert 
himſelf as he ought, iniquity will fly before him, and ſcarce 
9 bear his look, for it is a cowardly thing. Who can ſay, I 


have made my heart clean, I am pure from my fin? 7 


am free from guilt in heart and life? Therefore let us be 
humble before God, and not expelt perfection in others. 


10 Divers weights, [and] divers meaſures, both of them 


[are] alike abomination to the Lox p; they are very 
dtteſtable to him, tho men may think it a ſmall matter to 
| uſe 
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uſe them: it is in vain to pretend to devotion, where there 
11 is not common honeſty. Even a child is known by his 
doings, whether his work [be] pure, and whether [it 
be] right; you may eaſily gueſs whether he will prove” 
modeſt and honeſt, or lewd and knaviſh; therefore parents 
ſhould reftrain every thing that looks bad in children, and 
12 encourage every thing promiſing. The hearing ear, and 
the ſeeing eye, the Loxo hath made even both of them; 
this is true alſo of the faculties of the mind; therefore we 
ſhould not be proud of them, but uſe them for God's glory. 
13 Love not ſleep, left thou come to poverty; open thine 
eyes, riſe early to thy buſineſs, [and] thou ſhalt be fatis- 
14 fied with bread. [It is] naught, [it is] naught, faith 
the buyer: but when he is gone his way, then he boaſt- 
| eth. Thus men impoſe upon one another, and act contrary to 
15 the golden rule of doing as they would be done by. There 
is gold, and a multitude of rubies : but the lips of 
knowledge [are] a precious jewel, much more valuable. 
16 Take his garment that is ſurety [for] a ſtranger : and 
take a pledge of him for a ſtrange woman; do not truſt 
that man without good ſecurity, who is ready to be bound for 
a perſon, he knows not who, eſpecially for a wicked ſtrumpet. 
17 Bread of deceit [is] ſweet to a man; but afterwards his 
mouth ſhall be filled with gravel; as a hungry man too 
catching at a piece of bread, and finds in his mouth a piece of 
the mill ſtone that ground it, ſo a man will regret tus ck bp 
18 teous gains. W is eſtabliſhed by counſel: 
and with good advice make war; do nothing raſhly, eſ- 
pecially in war, where conduct is often better than courage. 
19 He that goeth about [as] a talebearer, revealeth ſecrets: 
therefore meddle not with him that flattereth with his 
lips; be very careful of a man that comes io you as a tale- 
bearer, and pretends to. know every one's ſecrets, for he will 
20 reveal yours likewiſe. Whoſo curſeth his father or his 
mother, his lamp ſhall be put out in obſcure darkneſs; 
21 he ſhall loſe all his comfort and happineſs. An inheritance 
[may be] gotten haſtily at the beginning; but the end 
thereof ſhall not be bleſſed; it ſhall moulder away of be 
22 embittered. Say not thou, "when thou haſt received an in- 
fury, I will recompenſe evil, I will avenge myſelf in pro- 
Vor, V. F portion 
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portion to the offence; [but] wait on the Loxp, and he 
ſhall fave thee ; he /hafl right thy preſent wrongs, and de- 

23 fend. thee from future ones. Divers _— [are] an 
abomination unto the Logpy; and a falſe balance [is] 
24 not good. Man's goings [are] of the Lox D; how can a 
man then underſtand his own way ? Let us therefore mind 

25 our duty, aud leave events to God, [It is] a ſnare to the 
man [who] devoureth [that which is] holy, appropriates 
to his own uſe what was conſecrated to God; and after vows 
to make enquiry whether it was wiſe and right; that 
26 ſhould have been done firſt. A wiſe king ſcattereth the 
wicked, and bringeth the wheel over them. This is an al- 
lufion to a king riding in his chariot, diſperfing ſome ſinners by 

37 his appearance, and driving over and deſtroying others. The 
ſpirit of man [is] the candle of the Lorp, ſearching all 
do inward parts of the belly; reaſon and conſcience. are like 

a lamp that God hath ſet up in us, and by which we are 
capable of ſearching our hearts ;, therefore we ought to uſe it 
carefully, and God will examine whether we have worked 
or played by this light, and accordingly will doom us to ever- 
28 laſting. light or darkneſs. Mercy and truth preſerve the 
king; are his ftrongeſt guards: and his throne is up- 
holden by mercy; it is the beſt ſecurity of his government, 

en ing the favour, of God and the affections of his people. 

29 The glory of young men [is] their ſtrength: and the 
beauty of old men ¶ is] the grey head; each has its beau- 

ty, glory, and uſe. Young men are fitted for difficult labours, 
and to defend their country; old men for counſel and advice, 

30 and therefore ſhould not be flighted, The blueneſs of a 
wound cleanſeth away evil: Þo [do] ſtripes the inward 
parts of the belly; hoſe ſtrotes which make a man black 
and blue, even thoſe which are as wounds going into the bel- 

ly, purge out thoſe corrupt affections which are in the heart. 
Thus intimates, that reproof, however diſagreeable at preſent, 
may be attended with happy conſequences, In this view, 
heavy affiftions from the hand of God may be extremely uſeful, 
andſ it becomes us to receive reprogfs with thankfulneſs, and 
e humble lulu, nd crefly improv 
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CHAP. XXI. 


1 HE king's heart [is] in the hand of the Logo, 
| [as] the rivers of water: he turneth it whitherſo- 
ever he will; it is like rivulets of water, which a huſband- 
man turns to which part of his ground he pleaſeth; this is a 
reaſon why we ſhould pray for kings and all that are in 
2 authority. Every way of a man [is] right in his own 
eyes; but the Loxp pondereth the hearts; he often ſees 
cauſe to condemn what they approve, and will bring every 
3 heart under a ftrift examination. To do juſtice and 
judgment [is] more acceptable to the Lord than ſacri- 
fle, or any other external obſervances. A maxim of great 
importance, eſpecially to the jews, who were prone to truſt 
4 in their ſacrifices and ceremonies. An high look, and a 
proud heart, [and] the ploughing of the wicked, [is] 
* fin, when he does not do it with a good intention; or rather, 
| as in the margin, the light of the wicked, that is, all their 
worldly pomp and glory, is an occaſion of fin unto them. 
5 The thoughts of the diligent, that is, the prudent and 
ative, 1 only to plenteouſneſs; but of every one 
Ithat is] haſty, who ads raſhly, and undertakes more buſi- 
6 neſs than he can manage, only to want. The getting of 
treaſures by a lying tongue [is] a vanity toſſed to and 
fro of them that ſeek death; it is a vapour difſipated by 
| the wind; the A * are loſt, and deſtruction follows, 
[i 7 The robbery of the wicked ſhall deſtroy them, or ſaw 
= them aſunder, intimating the dreadful agonies of their con- 
A ſciences ,- becauſe they refuſe to do judgment, will go on 
A in à wicked courſe, and not make reſtitution. The way of 
4 man [is] froward and ftrange that is, the way of froward, 
perverſe men is ſtrange, hateful to God and good men: but 
[as for] the pure, his work [is] right; „ie approves im- 
ſelf ro God, and afts worthily in his ſtation; you know 
g where to find him and may {af truſt him. [It is] better 
to dwell in a corner of the houſe top, in à poor, filent 
manner, expoſed to all the injuries of the weather, than 
Vith a brawling woman in a wide houſe, a houſe of ſociety, 
A perverſe wife ſpoils all the pleaſure that a man would find 
in tus friends and relations, for ſbs generally ſets herſelf 
6-4 5 F 2 againſt 
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againſt them; and there can be no more evident proof of 
10 folly and perverſeneſs than this. The ſoul of the wicked 
deſireth evil: his neighbour findeth no favour in his 
eyes; he is of ſuch a malignant temper that he ſeems to have 
outgrown all ſenſe of humanity, and ſpares neither friends 
11 nor foes if they ſtand in the way of his evil deſigns, When 
e ſcorner is puniſhed, the fimple is made wiſe : and 
when the wiſe is inſtructed, he receiveth knowledge, 

12 without any ſuch methods of ſeverity. The righteous 
man] wiſely confidereth the houſe of the wicked: ¶ but 
God] overthroweth the wicked for [their] wickedneſs ; 
wiſe and good men conſider the deſigns of providence in the 
_ proſperity of the wicked and the deſtruction that often comes 
13 upon them, Whoſo ſtoppeth his ears at the cry of the 
poor, he alſo ſhall cry himſelf, but ſhall not be heard; 
14 an awful paſſage that ſhould never be forgotten. A gift in 
ſecret pacifieth anger: and a reward in the boſom "g 
wrath, and it is prudent where it can be honeſtly beſtowea. 
15 [It 1s] joy to the juſt to do judgment, 10 do it themſelves 
and ſee it done by others: but deſtruction [ ſhall be] to the 

16 workers of iniquity. The man that wandereth out of 
the way of underſtanding ſhall remain in the congrega- 
tion of the dead; there his wanderings end, there he ſhall 
take up his lodging, and be puniſhed in hell with the ſinners 

17 of the old world. He that loveth pleaſure, that is, ſports 
and diverſions, [ſhall be] a poor man: he that loveth 
wine and oil, the luxuries and delicacies of life, ſhall not 

18 be rich. The wicked [ſhall be] a ranſom for the righ- 
teous, and the tranſgreſſor for the upright ; they ſhall 
ſuffer that puniſhment which was intended for the righte- 
ous ;, and are ſometimes inſtruments of delivering good men, 

19 contrary to their deſire. [It is] better to dwell in the 
wilderneſs quietly, tio removed from human converſe, than 
20 with a contentious and an angry woman. | There is] 
treaſure to be defired and oil in the dwelling of the 
wiſez a perſon in the lower circumſtances of life may with 
prudent forecaſt have ſomething decent and handſome to en- 
tertain his friends with ; but a fooliſh man ſpendeth it up, 

21 waſtes it upon himſelf, or in extravagance with others. He 
that followeth after righteouſneſs and mercy __ 
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life, righteouſneſs, and honour; a comfortable and happy 
life, and honour among good men and from God; the true 
and moſt ſatizfattory way to enjoy life is to be really religious, 
22 A wiſe [man] ſcaleth the city of the mighty, and caſt- 
eth down the ſtrength of the confidence thereof; wiſdom 
23 and conduct are often better than ſtrength. Whoſo keep. 
eth his mouth and his tongue, ig wary and cautious in 
24 talking, keepeth his ſoul from troubles. Proud [and] 
haughty ſcorner [is] his name, who dealeth in proud 
- wrath, that is his proper name, and there cannot be a 
25 more odious one. The defire of the flothful killeth him; 
for his hands refuſe to labour: an admirable obſervation ; 
while men have not the reſolution to apply to buſineſs, they 
are tormented with their own wants, with reflections on the 
neceſſity of diligence, and their own guilt in neglefing it. 
26 He coveteth greedily all the day long: his is an exceed- 
ing beautiful repetition; he defires a defire all the day long; 
he defires and deſires, and there it refts; he will do nothing 
' to ſecure the thing he deſires; and therefore he often wants 
neceſſaries: but the righteous giveth and ſpareth not; ax 
honeſt, diligent man not only ſupports himſelf, but has where- 
27 with to ſupply and relieve others, The ſacrifice of the 
wicked [is] abomination: how much more, | when] 
he bringeth it with a wicked mind? This is not de/igned to 
diſcourage prayer in the wicked; the meaning is, that a man 
wha goes on in a courſe of witkedneſs, and yet keeps up the 
external forms of religion, is offenſtve to God, eſpecially when 
he makes uſe of religion as a maſk to deceive others, or thinks 
to compenſate with the Almighty for his fins by tus ſacrifices. 
28 A falſe witneſs ſhall periſh : but the man that heareth 
ſpeaketh conſtantly ; the man that heareth and confidereth 
ſpeaks with judgment and ſucceſs, as he is always believed. 
29 A wicked man hardeneth his face, endeavours to conquer 
the ſhame of having done amiſs : but [as for] the upright, 
he directeth his way; examines his actions, and rs 
30 tolive ſo that he may not blame himſelf. [There is] no wiſ- 
dom, no natural ſagacity, nor underſtanding, no improve- 
ment of parts, or human policies, nor counſel, that is, can- 
Fiederacies and combinations, againſt the Lorp, that ſhall 
31 take place to overturn the * and deſigns of Cod. mo 
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horſe [is] prepared againſt the day of battle: but ſafety 
[1s] of the Loxp; 20 military preparations will do, unleſs 
he gives ſucceſs. This is a powerful motive to prayer, e,. 
pPecially in time of war, to commit all our national intereſts. 
and concerns to him, and to go forth in his ſtrength. 
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I [GOOD] name [is] rather to be choſen than 
great riches, [and] loving favour rather than 

filver and gold; without the reſpełt and kindneſs of a man's 
neighbours and friends his riches will not make him comforta- 
ble; let us be thankful if we have a good reputation, and 

2 do nothing to forfeit it, The rich and poor meet to- 
gether: the Lorp [is] the maker of them all; with 
regard to happineſs they are much upon the ſame footing , 
God hath fixed their reſpeftive circumſtances, and at death 
they ſhall all certainly meet together and be upon a level; let 

3 the rich therefore be humble, and the poor contented. A 
weren man] foreſeeth the evil, and hideth himſelf; 
makes proviſion againſt it: but the ſimple paſs on, and 

are puniſhed ; they never think of it till they fall into it; 

4 this is applicable both to worldly and religious concerns. By 
humility [and] the fear of the Lorp [are] riches, 
5 honour, and life, Thorns [and] ſnares, continual per- 
Plexity and vexation, [are] in the way of the froward: he 
that doth keep his ſoul, hat watches over ſus actions and 
words, and is of a friendly obliging diſpoſition, ſhall be far 


6 from them. Train up a child in the way he ſhould go: 


and when he is old, he will not depart from it; this is 
generally tho" not univerſally true, and a great motive it is 

7 to a prudent and pious education of children. The rich 
ruleth over the poor, and the borrower [is] ſervant to 
the lender: this ſbould be a motive to diligence and frugality, 

B that we may not be dependant upon others. He that ſow- 
eth iniquity ſhall reap vanity, that is, mortification and 
diſappointment : and the rod of his anger, the 8 
9 with which he injures others, ſhall fail. He that hath a 
| bountiful eye, who ſees and compaſſionates the miſery of 
others, 
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others, ſhall be bleſſed; for he giveth of his bread to 
10 the poor. Caſt out the ſcorner, him who diſdains advice 
and counſel, and is obſtinately bent on his own way, and 
contention ſhall go out; yea, ſtrife and reproach ſhall 
11 ceaſe, He that loveth pureneſs of heart, an upright 
man, who delivers his mind in acceptable language, 157 
the grace of his lips, the king [| ſhall be] his friend, 
12 The eyes of the Lord preſerve knowledge, God gra- 
cioufly watches over thoſe who make his law their rule and 
religion their care; and he overthroweth the words of 
the trauſgreſſor; he cuts ſhort the power of the wicked, 
13 ſo that they do not what they intend, The ſlothful [man] 
faith, [There is] a lion without, I ſhall be ſlain in the 
ſtreets 3. 4 very unlikely thing to meet a lion in the ſtreets, it 
14 ſhows the folly of floikful people's excuſes. The mouth of 
ſtrange women [is] a deep pit; their ſociety is a gulf of 
deftrufion : he that is abhorred of the Lokb, who 1s 
15 given up to his wicked luſts, ſhall fall therein. Fooliſh- 
neſs [1s] bound in the heart of a child; [but] the rod 
| of correction ſhall drive it far from him; in many caſes 
| 16 this is the only method. He that oppreſſeth the poor to 
. increaſe his [riches, and] he that giveth to the rich, 


b [ſhall] ſurely [come] to want; providence often delivers 
„ unjuſt men into the hands of oppreſſors, who ſerve them as 
<4 17 they ſerved others. Bow down thine ear, and hear the 
words of the wiſe, and apply thine heart unto m 

| 18 knowledge, the wiſe leſſons which I teach thee. For [it 
3 is] a pleaſant thing if thou keep them within thee; they 
1 ſhall withal be fitted in thy lips; hey will be hy delight 
: and ornament; and enable thee to ſpeak properly and uſe- 
19 fully. That thy truſt may be in the Loy, I have made 

4 known to thee this day, even to thee; Jhave acquainted 
3 '— thee with theſe things, that thou mayeſt thereby be entouraged 
4 20 10 truſt only in God. Have not 1 written to thee excel- 
lent things in counſels and knowledge; I refer to thy 

21 own judgment and diſcretion; That I might make thee 

know the certainty of the words of truth'; that thou 

mighteſt anſwer the words of truth to them that ſend 

unto thee ? be uſeful to thoſe that conſult thee or employ thee 

in any buſineſs; this is one great advantage of wiſdom, that 

| | 4 it 
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22 it fits men for uſeful ſervices in life. Rob not the poor, 


becauſe he [is] poor: neither oppreſs the afflicted in 
the gate, that is, in the court of juſtice; let him not be 
overthrown or injured becauſe he wants money to defend 


23 his cauſe : For the Logp, the ſupreme judge, will plead 


their cauſe, and ſpoil the ſoul of thoſe that ſpoiled 


24 them. Make no friendſhip with an angry man; and 
25 with a furious man thou ſhalt not go: Leſt thou learn 


his ways, and get a ſnare to thy ſoul ; 4% his paſſions 
provoke thine; or leſt his example corrupt thee, and lead thee 


26 into in. Be not thou [one] of them that ſtrike hands, 
. 27 [or] of them that are ſureties for debts. If thou haſt 


nothing to pay, why ſhould he take away thy bed from 
under thee? It is prudent to avoid being bound for others, 
left the creditor in the rage of his diſappointment go beyond 
what the law allows, and reduce thee to great extremity 


28 thro thy own folly. Remove not the antient land mark, 


which thy fathers have ſet, for the diſtinction of one in- 


29 heritance-from another. Seeſt thou a man diligent in his 


buſineſs, a man that looks about him, is active and diligent 
in his own proper work, he ſhall ſtand before kings; he 
ſhall not ſtand before mean [men;] he is likely to riſe 
and be advanced in life. —1f we defire to ſtand before the 
King of kings, and to be numbered among his favourites, let 
us not be flothful in buſineſs, but fervent in ſpirit, ſerving 
the Lord. * 


—— 
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8 x C | HEN thou fitteſt to eat with a ruler, or any 


| perſon of ſuperior rank or quality, confider di- 
ligently what [is] before thee, and how eaſily thou mayeſt 
2 be drawn into exceſs: And put a knife to thy throat, if 
thou [be] a man given to appetite; 2ſe any violence with 


his dainties: for they [are] deceitful meat; perſons 

by viſiting thoſe above their tank get an habit of high living, 

which often proves a ſnare to them; plain fare is leſs ex- 

penſive, more nouriſhing, and free from the 2 
whic 


3 wh rather than fall into intemperance. Be not defirous 
2 
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4 which attend dainty meats. Labour not to he rich; 
fatigue not thyſelf, make not a ſlavery of buſineſs ;, ſet bounds 
to thy contrivances; do not place thy happineſs in riches, 
nor ſeek them too eagerly: ceaſe from thine own wiſdom, 
which may prompt thee to ſuch a dangerous and deſtruftive 
5 conduct. Wilt thou ſet thine eyes upon that which is 
not? for [riches] certainly make themſelves wings; 
they fly away as an eagle toward heaven. Solomon, tho? 
a rich man, ſpeaks of riches in a very contemptuous manner 
here, as if they had no real exiſtence, They are often loſt 
thro ſuch an exceſſive deſire of more, as ſets men upon 
hazardous enterpriſes, which, if they do not ſucceed, leſſen 
their former gain; while hoarding them up is but letting 
their wings grow, which makes them more readily fly away, 
6 Eat thou not the bread of [him that hath] an evil eye, 
a man of a covetous temper, who grudgeth thee every thing 

7 thoueateſt ; neither deſire thou his dainty meats : For . - 
as he thinketh in his heart, ſo [is] he: Eat and drink, 
N faith he to thee ; but his heart [is] not with thee ; ke is 
150 be judged of by his diſpoſition, and not by his compliments; 
' 8. zwhatever he ſays, he has no real regard for thee, The 
morſel [which] thou haſt eaten ſhalt thou wiſh 7o vomit 
up, and loſe thy ſweet words; repent of all thy compliments 
9 and thanks. Speak not in the ears of a fool: for he will 
10 deſpiſe the wiſdom of thy words. Remove not the old 
land mark; and enter not into the fields, of the father- 
11 leſs, who are not able to right themſelves. For their 
redeemer [is] mighty; he ſhall plead their cauſe with 
thee ; if they have no near relation, kinſman, or friend to 
12 avenge their wrong, God will do it. Apply thine heart 
unto inſtruction, and thine ears to the words of know- 
13 ledge. Withhold not correction from the child out of 
fooliſh pity : for [if] thou beateſt him with the rod, he 
14 ſhall not die. Thou ſhalt beat him with the rod, and 
ſhalt deliver his ſoul from hell; ſave him from theſe fin- 
15 ful courſes that might lead kim to deſtruction. My ſon, if 
thine heart be wiſe, my heart ſhall rejoice, even mine. 
16 Yea, my reins ſhall rejoice, when thy lips ſpeak right 
things, and nothing that ſavours of impiety to God or un- 
17 dutifulns to me. Let not thine heart enyy ſinners: but 
be 
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[be thou] in the fear of the Loxp all the day long; this 
wilt preſerve thee from all corrupt affections and irregular 

18 paſſions. For ſurely there is an end; and thine expec- 
tation ſhall not be cut off; thou wilt not upon the whole 

loſe by thy religion, but have a glorious reward here and 
19 hereafter. Hear thou, my ſon, and be wiſe, and guide 
20 thine heart in the way which I preſcribe to thee. Be not 
 - among wine bibbers; among riotous eaters of fleſh; 
21 avoid the ſociety of gluttons and druntards: For the 
drunkard and the glutton ſhall come to poverty : and 
drowſineſs ſhall clothe [a man] with rags; an idle, 
trifling, fleepy habit, will make men neglect their buſineſs, 

22 and expoſe them to want and infamy. — unto thy 
father that begat thee, and deſpiſe not thy mother 
when ſhe is old, for her age is an additional argument for 

23 thy dutiful regards to her. Buy the truth at any price, 
and ſell [it] not upon any confideration whatever, for thou 
mull ſurely loſe by the bargain; [alſo] wiſdom, and in- 
24 ſtruction, and underſtanding. The father of the righ- 
teous ſhall greatly rejoice: and he that begetteth a wiſe 
{child] ſhall have joy of him, in the virtue and regularity 

25 of his behaviour. Thy father and thy mother ſhall be 
glad, and ſhe that bare thee ſhall rejoice ; all her pains 

26 in thy birth and education ſhall be abundantly repaid. My 
fon, give me thine heart, and let thine eyes obſerve my 
ways; do not only look grave and attentive, but ſet thine 
heart and affetlions on what J ſay, and ſee that thou acteſt 
on the rules I have given thee, and after the example I have 
27 ſet thee, For a whore [is] a deep ditch; and a ſtrange 
woman [1s] a narrow pit; 4 man may eaſily ftide into them, 

28 but it may be difficult if not impoſſible to get out. She alſo 
lieth in wait as [for] a prey, and increaſeth the tranſgreſ- 
fors among men; whatever profeſſions of love ſhe might make, 

29 ſhe draws multitudes into fin aud ruin. Who hath woe ? 
who hath ſorrow ? who hath contentions ? who hath bab- 

| bling ? who hath wounds without cauſe? who hath 
30 redneſs of eyes? They that tarry long at the wine; 
they that go to ſeek mixed wine. This hows the miſ- 
chief of drunkenneſs, that it hurts the body, the character, 
the comfort of life, the peace of ſaciely, and the good * 
0 


31 of the world. Look not thou upon the wine when it is 
red, when it giveth his colour in the cup, [when] it 
moveth itſelf aright. A moſt kvely and beautiful paſſage, 

in which the wine is compared to a wicked woman, who puts 


32 wary. At the laſt it biteth like a ſerpent, and ſtingeth 

like an adder ; it will be rank poiſon in thy veins, deſtroy 

33 thy peace, and ruin thy ſoul, Thine eyes ſhall behold 

ſtrange women, and thine heart ſhall utter perverſe 

things; thy luſtful deſires will be inflamed, and thine heart 

or tongue utter filthy, ſcurrilous, blaſphemous words, with- 

34 out prudence, and without decency. Yea, thou ſhalt be as 

he that lieth down in the midſt of the ſea, or as he that 

lieth upon the top of a maſt, who falls aſleep where he 

was ſet to watch; he is liable to be Hoſea off every moment, 

and periſh without remedy, yet thinks himſelf ſecure, and 

35 ſleeps ſoundly. They have ſtricken me, [ſhalt thou ſay, 

0 and] I was not fick; they have beaten me, [and] I felt 

13 [it] not: when ſhall I awake? I will ſeek it yet again; 

1 notwithſtanding all the dangers which the ſat runs tro, and 

þ the indignities and injuries he ſuffers in his drink, no ſooner 

[ doth he awake but he runs the ſame round of folly and ex- 

travagance. This beautifully expreſſes the confidence and 

obſtinacy of drunkards, whoſe ſenſes and underſtanding are ſo 

ſtupified that they fear no danger. — An awful warning to us 

all, to take heed, leſt at any time our hearts be overcharged 

j with ſurfeiting and drunkenneſs; for we may ſoon go from 

| bad to worſe, and never be rouſed, till we fall into the lake 

| that burneth with fire and brimſtone, which is the ſecond 

death, and which the word of God aſſures us ſhall be the 

* of all drunkards; therefore let us ſtand in aue and 
not. 
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I E not thou envious againſt evil men, neither de- 
fire to be with them; dg nat think them ſo happy 

2 as to wiſh thyſelf in their circumſtances. For their heart 
ſtudieth deſtruction, and their lips talk of miſchief, 
3 Through 


on her moſt Sea. and attractive airs to allure the un- 
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3 Through wiſdom is an houſe builded; and by under- 
ſtanding it is eſtabliſhed: hat is, by prudence and diſ- 
E /. eretion families are ſupported and handſomely maintained: 
= 14 And by knowledge ſhall the chambers be filled with all 
. precious and pleaſant riches ; all things neceſſary for con- 
5 wenience and ornament. A wile man [is] ſtrong; yea, a 
man of knowledge inereaſeth ſtrength ; he knows how to 
defend and ſecure himſelf, and is not expoſed to ſo many dan- 

6 gers and perplexities as others. For by wiſe counſel 
thou ſhalt make thy war: and in multitude of counſel- 

lers {there is] ſafety ; it is prudent to think of important 
matters frequently and cloſely, and to take the advice of others. 

7 Wiſdom [is] too high for a fool: he openeth not his 
mouth in the gate; he may be loud and noify enough among 

is vain companions, but when he comes among the judges, 

= or to the places where wiſe men reſort, he has nothing to ſay, 
| | or, if he ſpeaks, lis is treated with contempt. What an idea 
* does this ſcripture give us of a great many of thoſe gay flut- 
tering creatures, who think themſelves ſo very confiderable ! 

$ He that deviſeth to do evil ſhall be called a miſchievous 

' perſon; a malignant wretch, who breaks in upon the com- 

forts of human life, and ſhall become odious and hateful to 

g mankind. The thought of fooliſhneſs [is] fin; it is 

| * finful to harbour evil thoughts, and will expoſe men to the 

| condemnation of an heart ſearching God: and the ſcorner, 
„7 who openly makes a jeſt of fin, [is] an abomination to 
Ss 10 men, [If] thou faint in the day of adverſity, thy 
| | ſtrength [is] ſmall; if thou fink into deſpair and melan- 

| - chaly, and art diſcouraged from thy duty, it ſhows the mind 
| 0 be weak and unfortiſied. Great pains therefore ſhould be 
| taken to keep up the firmneſs of the mind, and not to fink 
11 under little difficulties and troubles, If thou forbear to da 
thy utmoſt to deliver [them that are] drawn unto death, 
and [thoſe that are] ready to be flain, who are unjuſtly 

| 12 condemned, or vialently aſſaulted ; If thou ſayeſt, Behold, 
1 we knew it not, either his danger, or innocence, or the way 
| 0 deliver him; doth not he that pondereth the heart 

[i | conſider [it?] and he that keepeth, or preſerveth, thy 

3 | | ſoul, doth [not] he know [it?] how far thy excuſes and 
1 reaſons are well grounded: and ſhall [not] he render to 
= | | 4 | [every] 
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are charged to our account, eſpecially a negledt of doing good 
to others, and much more of delivering their ſouls from de- 
13 ſruftion. My fon, eat thou honey, becauſe [it is] 
good; and the honeycomb [which is] ſweet to thy 


taſte; you are determined in your choice of diet, by its bei 


dom [be] unto thy foul: when thou haſt found [it,] 
then there ſhall be a reward, and thy expectation ſhall 
not be cut off; it is not only delightful at preſent, but 

15 Hall be abundantly rewarded, Lay not wait, O wicked 
N ſecretly, againſt the dwelling of the righteous, 

16 ſpoil not openly his reſting place: For a juſt [man] fal- 
leth ſeven times, and riſeth up again; he falleth into 
trouble many times, and God delivereth him : but the wick- 

ed ſhall fall into miſchief, into irrecoverable deftruc- 

17 tion. Rejoice not when thine enemy falleth into a 
calamitous condition, and let not thine heart be glad 

18 when he ſtumbleth : Leſt the Lorpſee ſ it,] and it diſ- 
pleaſe him, and he turn away his wrath from him, and 

19 turn it upon thee, for thy malicious, wicked joy. Fret not 
thyſelf becauſe of evil men, ] neither be thou envious 

20 at the wicked; For there ſhall be no reward to the evil 
[man ;] the candle of the wicked ſhall be put out; all 

21 his comfort and hopes ſhall be loſt at once. My ſon, fear 
thou the Loxp and the king: [and] meddle not with 

22 them that are given to change: For their calamity ſhall 
_ riſe ſuddenly, by precipitate meaſures men may ruin them- 
3 ſelves and thoſe about them: and who knoweth the ruin of 
. them both? of thoſe that fear not God and the king. 
1 23 Theſe Chings? all [belong] to the wiſe, ue may re- 
ceive further inſtrufion. It is] not good to have reſpect 

of perſons in judgment; it is enormouſly wicked to conſider 
their relation, wealth, greatneſs, friendſhip, connections, or 

24 any thing but the merits of the caſe. He that ſaith unto 
the wicked, Thou | art] righteous; him ſhall the people 
5 curſe, 

i We are not, here forbidden to attempt a change in a bad 
government when providence gives an opportunity; it is only a 


eneral intimation of the imprudence of attempting it without 


Juſt grounds and reaſonable expectation of ſucceſs, 


' [every] man according to his works? Sins of omiſion 


14 agreeable to your taſte : So | ſhall] the knowledge of wit 


* 
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curſe, nations ſhall abhor him; kis countrymen and other 


25 nations that hear of his crime, ſhall abhor him: But to 


them that rebuke [him] ſhall be delight, a faithful re. 
prover ſhall be honoured, and a good bleſſing, the ble 
of a good man, or the bleſſing of the wicked who become good, 
26 ſhall come upon them. [Every man] ſhall kiſs his] 
lips that giveth a right anſwer ; ine will be greatly eſteem- 
27 ed for his prudence and good underſtanding. Prepare thy 
work without, and make it fit for thyſelf in the field; 
and afterwards build thine houſe; this is capable of two 
ſenſes, and both very important. Prepare for thy work a 
booth or hut in the field, and afterwards build a houſe; 
begin low and live ſparingly, and afterwards build, An 
important maxim which few attend to, tho" they ſee others 
ruined for want of regarding it. Or it may refer to pru- 
 - denee in undertaking any great work, and be a caution not 
to begin a great, expenſive undertaking, till there be ſub- 
ſance to compleat it, and the neceſſary materials be prepared, 
28 Be not a witneſs againſt thy neighbour without cauſe; 
and deceive [not] with thy lips; do not endeavour by 
crafty inſinuations to draw others into an ill opinion of him, 
29 tho" he has injured thee. Say not, I will do ſo to him as 
he hath done to me: I will render to the man accord- 
ing to his work; our having been injured or deceived by 
others, gives us no toleration to injure and deceive them. 
The reſt of the chapter is a beautiful and inſtructive para- 


30 ble. I went by the field of the flothful, and by the 


vineyard of the man void of underſtanding ; theſe are 
31 ſynonymous terms; And, lo, it was all grown over with 
thorns, [and] nettles had covered the face thereof, and 
tze ſtone wall thereof was broken down: we ſee many 
people's fields and gardens in this condition, and we often ſee 

the like within doors as well as without, many perſons are 


32 in @ continual litter and confuſion thro* mere idleneſs. Then 
I I faw, [and] conſidered [it] well: I looked upon [it, 


and received inſtruction ; the wiſeft men muy and ought to 
Learn inſftrufion from impertinent, idle, uſeleſs creatures; if 
we will conſider their example and conduct well, we may 


33 learn to avoid their errors, and do better ourſelves. [Yet]. 


- little ſleep, a little lumber, a little folding of the 
| hands 


A 
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hands to ſleep a little longer, and then I will put my good 
24 reſolutions into praftice: So ſhall thy poverty come [as] 
one that travelleth, /ilently, inſenſibly, and unexpectedly, 
and thy want as an armed man; at /ength it ſhall ſeize 
thee in a powerful, irreſiſtible manner. — We have too many 
ſuch inſtances as this before our eyes: let us look upon them; 
conſider them well, and receive inſtruftion: God intends 
that wwe ſhould do ſo. Induſtry is a duty we owe to; God, 
to ourſelves, to our families, and to ſociety. As we defere 
to ſecure our ſubſtance, our comfort, our credit, our uſeful- 
neſs, and the favour of God, let us not be flothful in bufe- 
neſs, but fervent in ſpirit, ſerving the Lord. 


— — —e— . ñ ũà—ꝛůwñ 


CH AP, XXV. 


I HES E [are] alſo proverbs of Solomon, which 
the men of Hezekiah* king of Judah copied 

2 out. [It is] the glory of God to conceal a thing, he rea- 
ſons of his judgments and decrees : but the honour of kings 
[is] to ſearch out a matter; 1 ſearch out ſecret contri- 

3 vances and intricate caſes. The heaven for height, and 
the earth for depth, and the heart of kings [is] un- 
ſearchable to vulgar minds, and prudently concealed from 
others. Theſe two verſes are an important leſſon to princes 
not to indulge themſelves in an idle life, but to enquire di- 
ligently into things, and make neceſſary remarks upon them, 

4 and yet maintain a prudent reſerve, Take away the droſs 
from the ſilver, and there ſhall come forth a beautiful 

5 veſſel for the finer. Take away the wicked [from] be- 
fore the king, and his throne ſhall be eſtabliſhed in 
righteouſneſs ; remove wicked miniſters, and then the pub- 

6 lick affairs will go on proſperouſly. Put not forth thyſelf 
in the preſence of the king, and ſtand not in the place 
of great [men;] do not appear too ſplendid for aue of thy 
rank, 


® Theſe were probably ſome prophets that Herekiah ſelected 
out of the publick ſchools, to attend in his court as domeſtick 
chaplains; they copied theſe proverbs out of ſome private collec- 
tions, and publiſhed them for general inſtruction. A uſeful de- 
ſign, as - many of them contain as much important ſenſe and 
ſolidity as any that were before made publick. 
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| 7 rank, nor affect a higher place than becomes thee. For bet- 
„ ter, more honourable, [it is] that it be ſaid unto thee, 
| Come up hither ; than that thou ſhouldſt be put lower 
| in the preſence of the prince whom thine eyes have 
| 8 ſeen, which muſt be very mortifying, (Luke xiv. 9.) Go 
not forth haſtily to ſtrive without due confideration, either 
| in battle, or at law, leſt [thou know not] what to do in 
| | the end thereof, when thy neighbour hath put thee. to 
E \ ſhame. Debate thy cauſe with thy neighbour [him- 
. ſelf;] and diſcover not a ſecret to another, hat is, a 
[= ſecret quarrel: a maxim particularly to be regarded by huſ- 
10 bands and wives if they ſhould have any differences : Leſt 
he that heareth [it] put thee to ſhame, and thine in- 
famy turn not away; leſt by telling the flory he expoſe thee 
11 #0 contempt. A word fitly ſpoken [is like] apples of 
gold in pictures of filver, or rather, * like oranges in a 
baſket of wrought ſilver,” which muſt look extremely beauti- 
ful. Such words as theſe have a rich and valuable meaning, 
12 beſides the handſome manner in which they are ſpoken. As 
an _—_— of gold, and an ornament of fine gold, [fo 
is] a wiſe reprover upon an obedient ear; far from 
thinking himſelf wronged or being e by it, he 
13 efteems it precious. As the cold of ſnow, or a cooling 
breeze, in the time of harveſt, [ſo is] a faithful meſſen- 
ger to them that ſend him: for he refreſheth the ſoul 
of his maſters, who were ready to faint under the appre- 
14 henfion of ill ſucceſs, Whoſo boaſteth himſelf of a falſe 
gift, of fine compliments not anſevered, and fine promiſes not 
Per formed, [1s like] clouds and wind without rain, which 
15 diſappoint the expeftation. By long forbearing is a prince 
perſuaded, whereas by violent oppoſition he is more in- 
cenſed; and a ſoft tongue breaketh the bone, overcomes 
16 the moſt ſtubborn reſolution. Haſt thou found honey? 
} eat ſo muchas is ſufficient for thee, left thou be filled 
1 therewith, and vomit it: this is applicable to all worldly - 
| 17 delights, uſe them with moderation. Withdraw thy foot 
1 from thy neighbour's houſe; left he be weary of thee, 
| and [ſo] hate thee; do not frequently preſs in upon him, or 
=o tarry too long, for that is hindering his buſineſs and thy own, 
| | _ » There is ſuch a thing as making ourſebves too cheap; à cau- 
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. 
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tion which miniſters ſhould attend to above all other perſons, 
18 A man that beareth falſe witneſs againſt his neighbour 
[is] a maul, and a ſword, and a ſharp arrow; a compli- 
cated inſtrument of miſchief, it ſmites and bruiſes like a 
maul, it pierces like a ſword, when near at hand, and at a 
diſtance it wounds like a ſharp arrow, ſo that a man is 


"2 19 never out of its reach, Confidence in an-unfaithful man 


in time of trouble [is like] a broken tooth, and a foot 
out of joint; they are not only uſeleſs but troubleſome, when 
20 there is occaſion to uſe them, [As] he that taketh away 
a garment in cold weather, which is very unſeaſonable, 
ſand as] vinegar upon nitre, which makes a great fer- 
ment, ſo [is] he that ſingeth ſongs to an heavy heart; 

21 it makes him more melancholy than before. It thine enemy 
be hungry, give him bread to eat; and if he be thirſty, 

22 give him water to drink: For thou ſhalt heap coals of 
e upon his head, and the Logp ſhall reward thee; 

the human mind is ſo formed as to be won by kindneſs, and 

is as ſenſible of it as the body is of burning coals applied to 

23 the tendereſt part. The north wind driveth away rain: 
ſo | doth] an angry countenance a backbiting tongue; if 
itt be proper no other way to reprove it, an angry counte- 
nce may teſtify our ſtrong diſlike, and make the flanderer 
unwilling to vent his illnature in our preſence. This is ap- 

24 plicable to hearing prophaneneſs, &c. [It is] better to 
dwell in the corner of the houſe top, than with a 

25 brawling woman and in a wide houſe, [As] cold 
waters to a thirſty ſoul, ſo [is] good news from a far 
country, from which it is hard to get intelligence. We have 
reaſon to bleſs God for the art of writing, for the convenience 

of poſts, and ſuch eaſy conveyance of intelligence from our 

26 abſent friends; eſpecial for good news from heaven. A 
righteous man falling down before the wicked, . being 
oppreſſed and trampled upon by him, [is as] a troubled 
27 fountain, and a corrupt ſpring, à publick calamity. {It 
is] not good to eat much honey tho? very pleaſant : ſo 
[for men] to ſearch their own glory [is not] glory; 10 
hunt after applauſe is diſhonourable, it counterbalances and 
28 leſſens all the other beauties of a man's character. He that 
[hath] no rule over his own ſpirit, that cannot bear 
Vol. V. a4ronts 
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affronts and provocations with meekneſs, and affiitions with 
patience, [is like] a city [that is] broken down, [and] 
without walls; he is liable to every ſurprize, is very con- 
temptible, and is expoſed to innumerable miſchiefs. — Let us 
labour after the government of ourſelves, and learn of 
Chrift, who was meek and lowly in heart; ſo ſhall we find 
honour, ſecurity, and peace io our ſouls, 


CHAP. XXVI. 


1 S ſhow in ſummer, and as rain in harveſt, which 


prevent reaping and gathering in the fruits of the 
earth, ſo honour is not ſeemly for a fool; % he may 
look grand, he knows not how to uſe it, and does miſchief 


2 with it, As the bird by wandering, as the ſwallow by 


flying, fo the curſe cauſelcſs ſhall not come; a man is in no 
more danger from the cauſeleſs curſe of others, than from the 
flying of a bird over his head, it fixes nowhere except upon 


3 him that uttered it. A whip for the horſe, a bridle for 


the aſs, and a rod for the fool's back; a fooliſh wicked 
man muſt be taught and reſtrained by ſevere methods ; no 


4 others will do. Anſwer not a fool according to his folly, 
5 leſt thou alſo be like unto him. Anſwer a fool according 


7 


to his folly, leſt he be wiſe in his own conceit; do not 
anſwer every impertinent ſpeech or accuſation of @ clamorous 
fool; it is the better way to deſpiſe him: but if he ſhould 
grow inſolent from your filence, a * man may condeſcend 
to mortify him. A perſon muſt judge for himſelf which is 
maſt proper; but it is beſt in general to be ſilent, there is no 


6 ſurer way to mortify a fool. He that ſendeth a meſſage 


by the hand of a fool, cutteth off the feet, [and] drink- 
eth damage; ſuch a meſſenger will make lame work of his 
meſſage, and bring inconveniences on him that employs him. 


7 The legs of the lame are not equal, which gives a man a 


diſagreeable air, eſpecially if he affefs agility: ſo [is] a 
parable in the mouth of fools; ſo ridiculous is it for 
wicked men to applaud and recommend virtue; it only makes 
their own wickedneſs the more conſpicuous. As he that 
bindeth a ſtone in a ſling, which is preſently thrown = 
a 0 
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ſo [is] he that giveth honour to a fool; it will not con- 

9 tinue with im. [As] a thorn goeth up into the hand 

of a drunkard, fo [is] a parable in the mouth of fools; 

a drunkard when ſtumbling catcheth hold of a thorn to ſup- 

port him, which wounds him. Thus wicked men, when they 

talk of religion, meddle to their hurt. A wicked man thinks 

to ſupport himſelf by it; but he only hurts his charatter the 

10 more, tho his parable be ever ſo fine. The great [God] 

that formed all [things] both rewardeth the fool, and 

rewardeth tranſgreſſors, tho* he may ſuffer them to go on 

11 à great while, As a dog returneth to his vomit, [ſo] 

a Pol returneth to his ly; he commits the ſame errors 

for which he formerly ſmarted and profeſſed to repent of, and 

12 ſo becomes odious to God and man. Seeſt thou a man 

wiſe in his own conceit? [there is] more hope of a fool 

than of him, that is, of one that has hardly common ſenſe ; 

he is a fool of God's making, the other makes himſelf ſo. 

13 The ſlothful man] faith, ¶ There is] a lion in the way; 

a lion [1s] in the ſtreets: nus idle people frighten them- 

ſelves from buſineſs ; raiſe imaginary difficulties and aggra- 

vate real ones. Many of theſe lions ſtand in the way on the 

14 Lord's day. [As] the door turneth upon his hinges, 

15 ſo [doth] the flothful upon his bed. The flothful 

hideth his hand in [his] boſom; it grieveth him to 

bring it again to his mouth. A beautiful gradation; he 

does not care to ſtir or riſe out of his bed: when he is up, he 

does not care to ſtretch out his hand to feed himſelf, and 

would be glad to eat by proxy. Thus habits of * grow ; 

16 the leſs a man doth, the leſs he is diſpoſed to The 

ſluggard [is] wiſer in his own conceit than ſeyen men 

that can render a reaſon; as ſtupid a creature as he is, he 
has a great conceit of his own abilities, tho* he has nothi 

17 to ſay in defence of his opinions or practices. He that paſſ- 

eth by, [and] meddleth with ſtrife [belonging] not to 

him, ſis like] one that taketh a dog by the ears; ke 

gets the diſpleaſure of both parties, and is often hurt in the 

18 quarrel, As a mad [man] who caſteth firebrands, 

19 arrows, and death, So [is] the man [that] deceiveth 

his neighbour, who leads him into fin, or impoſes upon 

lum, and faith, Am not I in ſport? pretends that he 
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means no harm, only to make himſelf and others merry; while 
vice is thus encouraged, guilt contracted, and great miſ- 
chief is done. Where no wood is, [there] the fire goeth 
out: fo where [there 1s] no talebearer, the ſtrife ceaſ- 
eth, therefore when you meet with ſuch perſons frown upon 
them. [ As] coals [are] to burning coals, and wood to 
fire, kindling one another, ſo is] a contentious man to 
kindle Arife ; he is eafily enflamed himſelf and quickly 
kindles others. The words of a talebearer [are] as 
wounds, and they go down into the innermoſt parts of 
the belly, do ſecret, yet deep, and incurable injury. Burn- 
ing lips and a wicked heart, illnalured, ſatyrical terms, 
eſpecially when uſed to expoſe what is virtuous and good, 
and to countenance vice, [are like] a potſherd, or piece of 
_ broken pot or crucible covered with filver droſs, in which 
Silver has been melted, and is ſpread over it; ſo contemptible 
is wicked wit. Many of the ſatyrical productions of our 
24 celebrated poets are of this nature. He that hateth diſ- 
ſembleth with his lips, and layeth up deceit within 
him; ke intends a man's ruin when he makes a profeſſion of | 
25 friendſhip; When he ſpeaketh fair, believe him not : 
for [there are] ſeven abominations in his heart; when 
you have once diſtovered a man to be of that diſpoſition, you 
have need of the greateſt caution in dealing with him; he is 
26 a moſt dangerous enemy. [Whoſe] hatred is covered by 
: deceit, his wickedneſs ſhall be ſhowed before the 
[whole] congregation; he will probably be expoſed to man- 
kind, and become univerſally contemptible; and certainly be 
expoſed to the view of the whole world at the judgment day. 
27 Whoſo diggeth a pit, with an evil deſign, ſhall fall there- 
in: and he that rolleth a ſtone, 1 injure others, it will 
28 return upon him, and hurt himſelf. A lying tongue 
hateth [thoſe that are] afflicted by it; it is hard for thoſe 
«who have done an injury to reſpe#? the perſon wronged, they 
ſtill go on to do more; and a flattering mouth worketh 
ruin; perſons by being courted and applauded are often 
ruined. — Hence we ſee what miſthief deceit, falſehood, and 
flattery do in the world, and bring on thoſe who prattiſe 
them. Let it then be our ambition to be chriſtians indeed, in 
whom there is no guile, | 
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1 DOAST not thyſelf of to-morrow, what thou wilt 
do, or expecteſt to receive; for thou knoweſt not 


5 what a day may bring forth; it may render fruitleſs all thy 
0 deſigns and expectations; death, or a thouſand accidents, 
0 2 may do it. Let another man praiſe thee, and not thine 
ly own mouth; a ſtranger, and not thine own lips; 70 
bo praiſe thyſelf is indecent and imprudent; it diſpoſes others to 
= undervalue thee, and defraud thee of thy juſt commendation. 
* 3 A ſtone [1s] heavy, and the ſand weighty; but a fool's 
X wrath [is] heavier than them both; he can neither cor- 
7 rea it himſelf, nor can another reſtrain it by any rational 
f conſiderations, till it break out in the moſt inſatiable cruelty, 
h 4 Wrath [is] cruel, and anger [is] outrageous; but who 
1 [1s] able to ſtand before envy? A man can better guard 
* againſt the effetts of anger than envy, as that works ſecretly 
. 5 to do another an injury. Open rebuke is] better than 
4 ſecret love; a friend who reproves is better than one tolo 
f may have an equal degree of love, but doth not ſhow it that 
. 6 way. Faithful [are] the wounds of a friend; /harp re- 


proofs therefore ought to be thankfully received; but the 


T kiſſes of an enemy [are] deceitful ; compliments and flat- 
1 7 tering expreſſions ought therefore to be ſuſpected. The full 


ſoul loatheth an honeycomb; but to the hungry ſoul 
4 every bitter thing is ſweet: this ſhows the advantage of 
8 poverty, and the vanity of riches. As a bird that wan- 
dereth from her neſt, and leaves her eggs to be broken or 

; her young ones to be deſtroyed, ſo [is] a man that wan- 
3 dereth from his place, % forſakes the ſtation in which 
: Providence hath placed him. When heads of families are 
needleſsly abſent from home, their domeſtick affairs take a bad 

turn, and the love of pleaſure and of gadding abroad often 

9 expoſes young people to temptation and ruin. Ointment and 
perfume rejoice the heart : ſo [doth] the ſweetneſs of a 

10 man's friend by hearty counſel. Thine own friend, and 

thy father's friend, whom thou and he have found ſincere, 

forſake not; neither go into thy brother's houſe in the 

day of thy calamity: [for] better [is] a neighbour 

[that is] near, than a brother far off; we often meet 
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with more kindneſs in trouble from friends than from near re- 
lations; therefore be friendly, get and keep good friends, and 
ſhow ſome regard to the antient friendſhips of the family. 
11 My ſon, be wiſe, and make my heart glad, that I may 
anſwer him that reproacheth me, and charges thy miſ- 
12 carriages upon my want of care in thy education. A pru- 
dent [man] foreſeeth the evil of fin and future miſery, 4 
[and] hideth himſelf from it; [but] the fimple paſs on, 
[and] are puniſhed. This is applicable to this world and 
13 another. Take his garment that is ſurety for a ſtranger, 
and take a pledge of him for a ſtrange woman; f a 
man be bound for others, he knows not who, eſpecially per- 
pong of bad character, do not truſt him without good ſe- 
14 curily, for he is in the way to ruin. He that bleſſeth hi 
friend with a loud voice, rifing early in the morning, it 
ſhall be counted a curſe to him; there is an exceſs and 
officiouſneſs of complaiſance, which inſtead of ſerving and 
15 pleaſing hurts and diſobliges. A continual dropping in a 
very rainy day and a contentious woman are alike; 4 | 
man cannot go abroad with comfort, or tay at home with 
16 quiet. Whoſoever hideth her hideth the wind; he who *' 
would keep her tongue under government or conceal her 
ſhame, may as well undertake to keep the wind from blow- 
ing; and the ointment of his right hand, [which] be- 
wrayeth [itſelf ;] a man may graſp a perfume in his hand, 
and think thereby to conceal it, but growing warm, it will | 
17 ſmell the more. Iron ſharpeneth iron © 3 man ſharp- p 
eneth the countenance of his friend; friendſbip if rightly 
managed is of the greateſt uſe; wiſe friends whet one 
another's minds, and increaſe each other*s piety and uſeful- 
18 neſs. Whoſo keepeth the figtree ſhall eat the fruit 
thereof: ſo he that waiteth on his maſter ſhall be 
honoured; he who is diligent in his buſineſs, and watcheth 
over his maſter's reputation and n ſhall be reſpected 
9 and rewarded. As in water face [anſwereth] to face, 
ſo the heart of man to man: there is a great reſemblance 
runs tro human nature; by knowing one's own heart, we may 
make a good gueſs at others ; therefore let us take pains to 
20 know our cwn. Hell and deſtruction, or the grave, are 
never full; ſo the eyes of man, that is, the defires of 


a worldly 
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a worldly man after worldly things, are never ſatisſied. 
21 [As] the fining pot for ſilver, and the furnace for gold, 
or its trial and examination; ſo [is] a man to his praiſe; 
4 man of vanity and little worth is elevated and intoxicated 
with it, but a man of a truly worthy and valuable character 
ill not be ſo; he will direct all to God, make allowances 
for the partiality of his friends, and uſe it with caution, 
22 Though thou ſhouldft bray a fool in a mortar among 
wheat with a peſtle, [yet] will not his fooliſhneſs de- 
part from him; i you ſhould uſe the moſt violent methods 
for his reformation, and to reproof and chiding add rebukes 
and blows, yet they will have no good effect upon ſuch an ob- 
23 ftinate creature. Be thou diligent to know the ſtate of thy 
flocks, [and] look well to thy herds. An admirable rule, 
not only for huſbandmen, but for all maſters and miſtreſſes : 
they ſhould look to their affairs themſelves, and not truſt to 
24 ſervants, For riches [are] not for ever: and doth the 
crown [endure] to every generation ? The greateſt plenty 
and the largeſt eſtate may be loſt for want of prudence and 
good economy ; even a princely fortune may be ſunk without 
25 care. The hay appeareth, and the tender graſs ſhow- 
+ eth itſelf, and herbs of the mountains are gathered; 
theſe grow, and there is a time for gathering them, after 
which they will be ſpoiled; therefore make hay while the ſun 
ſhines, and gather herbs in their ſeaſon, then they will turn 
26 to a good account. The lambs [are] for thy clothing, 
and the goats [are] the price of the field, 40 pay the rent, 
27 yea, by good management, to purchaſe the eſtate. And 
[thou ſhalt have] goats milk enough for thy food, for 
the food of thy houſehold, and [for] the maintenance 
for thy maidens. The meaning of theſe verſes is, that as in 
huſbandry men muſt look to their affairs, attend to the pro- 
per ſeaſon of doing buſineſs, ſowing, reaping, ſhearing, &c. 
ſo muſt all others be diligent to know the ſtate of their affairs, 
| prudent in the management of them, and punctual in the 
diſpatch of buſmeſs and payment of debts; then, with the 
bleſſing of God, they will proſper. — Theſe cautions are very 
neceſſary, fince we ſee ſo many reduced to diſtreſs for want of 
attending to them, from whoſe calamities we ſhould learn 


wiſdom, | 
G 4 CHAP, 


* 


PROVERBS, XXVIII. 


CHAP. XXVIII. 


1 HE wicked flee when no man purſueth; an 
II evil conſcience makes men cowards : but the righ- 
teous are bold as a lion; they proceed with reſolution in 
the moſt hazardous undertakings ;, what reaſon then is there 

2 to pray that our ſoldiers and ſailors may be righteous! For 
the tranſgreſſion of a land many are] the princes 
thereof; many changes are in the government, at leaſt in 
thoſe that adminiſter it : but by a man of underſtanding 
[and] knowledge the ſtate | thereof ] ſhall be prolong- 
ed; one wiſe and upright miniſter may reduce every thing to 

3 order, and ſecure its proſperity. A poor man that oppreſſ- 

eth the poor ſis like] a ſweeping rain which leaveth no 
food; like a violent torrent deſtroying the fruits of the 

.4 earth, inſtead of refreſhing them. They that forſake the 
law praiſe the wicked; /inners keep one another in counte- 
nance : but ſuch as keep the law contend with them: it 

5 15a ſign of real piety to oppoſe the wicked. Evil men un- 
derſtand not judgment; their minds are depraved, and 
they cannot Like between right and wrong: but they that 
ſeek the Loxp underſtand all [things ;] they that feek 

6 direction from his word and ſpirit will not err. Better [is] 
the poor that walketh in his uprightneſs, than [he that 
is] perverſe [in his] ways, though he [be] rich; who 
gains his riches by diſhoneſt practices, or by ſhuffling ways, 

7 which is the proper ſenſe of the word. Whoſo keepeth the 
law, who obſerves the rules of ſobriety, temperance, and 
other virtues, [is] a wiſe ſon, and his parents have honour. 
and comfort in him: but he that is a companion of riotous 
[men] ſhameth his father, <vho ought to have reſtrained 

8 him and taught him better. He that by uſury and unjuſt 
gain encreaſeth his ſubſtance, he ſhall gather it for fim 
that will pity the poor, who: will exerciſe the charity he 

9 has neglected. He that turneth _ his ear from hear- 
ing the law, even his prayer [ſhall be] abomination, 

10 inflead of making up the deficiency of his actiuns. Whoſo 
cauſeth the righteous to go aſtray in an evil way, who 
attempts to ſeduce upright men into dangerous practices, he 
ſhall fall himſelf into his own pit: but the upright _ 
K have 
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have good [things] in poſſeſſion ; he peculiar reward of 
that virtue, which triumphs over the ſnares of a ſeducing 

11 World. The rich man [is] wiſe in his own proud con- 
ceit; but the poor that hath underſtanding ſearcheth 
him out; in his diſcourſe he finds him to be but a fool. 

12 When righteous [men] do rejoice, [there 1s] great 
glory: but when the wicked riſe, a man 1s hidden; 
men are glad to conceal themſelves for fear of ill uſage... 

13 He that covereth his fins, who excuſes or leſſens them, 
ſhall not proſper : but whoſo confeſſeth and forſaketh 
[them] ſhall have mercy; confeſſion and © he wr" muſt 

14 go together, Happy [is] the man that feareth alway, 
who has an habitual awe and reverence of the divine Being 
and his own conſcience : but he that hardeneth his heart 

15 ſhall fall into miſchief. [As] a roaring lion, and a 
ranging bear; [ſo is] a wicked ruler over the poor 

16 people, who are not able to refit his power. The prince 
that wanteth underſtanding [is] alſo a great oppreſſor: 
[but] he that hateth covetouſneſs ſhall prolong [his] 
days; a maxim applicable to private as well as publick life. 

17 A man that doeth violence to the blood of [any] per- 
ſon ſhall flee to the pit; let no man ſtay him; he ſhall 

be ſo univerſally abhorred that his neighbours ſhall not en- 
deavour to ſave him. It is wrong to intercede for ſuch per- 
ſons, and it is the glory of a king not to pardon them, tio 
18 of the higheſt rank. Whoſo walketh uprightly ſhall be 
ſaved: but [he that is] perverſe [in his] ways ſhall fall 

at once; he who thinks to ſave himſelf by artifice and deceit 
Hall ſometime or other fall, ſo that nothing can preſerve 
19 him. He that tilleth his land ſhall have plenty of 
bread ; prudent, frugal perſons ſhall thrive : but he that 
followeth after vain [perſons, ] frequents idle and looſe 
company, to the neglect of his buſineſs, ſhall have poverty 

20 enough. A faithful man, both in word and deed, ſhall 
abound with bleflings from God and man: but he that 
maketh haſte to be rich ſhall not be innocent ; he brings 
miſery upon himſelf : it is impoſſible to be very eager after 

21 riches, without violating integrity and a good conſcience. To 
have reſpe& of perſons [is] not good; for for a piece 1 

of bread [that] man will caklores ; he will get ſucha 23 

| | habit 
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22 habit of injuſtice as to ſell his integrity for a dinner. He 
that haſteth to be rich [hath] an evil eye, he envies 
every one that gets more than himſelf, and grudges every 
penny he parts with, eſpecially in charity, and conſidereth 

not that poverty ſhall come upon him: his is a paradox; 

would think that the covetous man would conſider moſt 
of all the beſt way to thrive, yet in falt he does not, becauſe 
he doth not ſecure the bleſſing of heaven by generous and 

23 charitable actions. He that rebuketh a man, tho" he may 
diſpleaſe him at firſt, afterwards ſhall find more favour 

an he that flattereth with the tongue; we ought to con- 

24 fider how men will look upon us at laſh, Whoſo robbeth 
his father or his mother, and faith, [It is] no tranſ- 
greſſion; the ſame [is] the companion of a deſtroyer; 
he is as bad as any other robber. Children ſhould be content 
with what their parents allow them; and parents who have it 
in their power ſhould allow their children ſome ſpending money, 
that they may be under no temptation to ſteal. Let us all re- 
member that it is not our perſuading ourſelves an action is law- 
ful that will make it ſo: it is our duty to examine and conſider. 

25 He that is of a proud heart ſtirreth up ſtrife : but he 
that putteth his truſt in the Loxp ſhall be made fat, hat 
is, ſpall live comfortably; while nothing makes a man's life 
more miſerable than ſtrife, and living in contention with his 

26 neighbours and relations, He that truſteth in his own 

heart, who relies entirely on his own judgment, is a fool: 
but whoſo walketh wiſely, wo takes and follows good 

27 advice, he ſhall be delivered. He that giveth unto the 
poor, ſhall not lack; he procures the bleſſing of God upon 
his ſubſtance: but he that hideth his eyes, who does not 
defire to know thoſe in diſtreſs leſt he ſhould be obliged to 
relieve them, ſhall have many a curſe; men will cenſure 

28 him, and God will puniſh him. When the wicked riſe 70 


power and dignity, men hide themſelves, that they may 


not ſuffer injury by them: but when they periſh, the 
righteous increaſe ; hey openly ſhow themſelves, and their 
numbers increaſe by their mutual example and encourages 
ment. — We here ſee how much need good men have 10 
f ſtrengthen and countenance one another, and how earneſtly 
we Poul pray that all who are in authority may be juſt, rul- 
ing in the fear of the Lord. | CHAP. 
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1 E that being often reproved by good men, perhaps 

corrected by God himſelf, but objtinately goes on in 

his former wicked courſes, and hardeneth [his] neck, ſhall 

| ſuddenly be deſtroyed, and that without remedy, 
5 2 When the righteous are in authority, the people re- 
8 joice: but when the wicked beareth rule, the people 
mourn ; groan under their oppreſſion, not daring perhaps wo 

3 ſpeak aloud, Whoſo loveth wiſdom rejoiceth his father, 
who is ſincerely deſirous of his welfare: but he that keepeth 
company with harlots ſpendeth [his] ſubſtance, and 

4 grieveth his friends. The king by judgment eftabliſheth 
the land: but he that receiveth gifts to pervert judgment, 

5 overthroweth it, tho* it was well eſtabliſhed before. A 
man that flattereth his neighbour ſpreadeth a net. for 

6 his feet; leads him into miſchief. In the tranſgreſſion of 
an evil man [there is] a ſnare; he finds himſelf undone by 
the means whereby he thought to ruin others: but the righ- 
teous doth ſing and rejoice under the protection of God, 

7 The righteous conſidereth the cauſe of the poor, that he 
may do him juſtice: [but] the wicked regardeth not to 
know it;] he expet?s no advantage from it, and therefore 
8 will not give himſelf the trouble to enquire into it, Scornful 
men bring a city into a ſnare: but wiſe [men] turn 
away wrath ; they divert the fury of men, which the ſcorner 

9 enrageth, [If] a wiſe man contendeth with a fooliſh 
man, whether he rage or laugh, [there is] no reſt; 
whether he diſpute a matter with him, or ſeek to reclaim 
him, whether he taketh it well or ill, be pleaſed or diſpleaſ- 
ed, it hath no good fes; the beſt way is to keep at a diſ- 

10 tance from ſuch perſons, The blood thirſty hate the 
upright: but the juſt ſeek his ſoul, do him all the good 

11 offices he can. A fool uttereth all his mind; tells every 
thing he knows, without conſidering time or perſons ; but a 
wiſe [man] keepeth it in till afterwards; chooſes the moſt 
convenient time and circumſtances, and thinks before he 
ſpeaks: a maxim which young people in particular ſhould 
12 attend to. If a ruler hearken to lies, all his ſervants 
[are] wicked ; they will arm themſelves with his authority 

19 
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13 70 injure others, The poor and the deceitful man meet 
together: the Lord lighteneth both their eyes. The 
Poor, as oppoſed to deceitful, may ſignify perſons of great 
ſimplicity; and the deceitful may mean great politicians and 
cunning men: now whatever knowledge and ſagacity they 
have God gives it them; he can enlighten the poor to guard 

againſt the ſnares of the artful, and humble the deceitful, 

14 The king that faithfully judgeth the poor, his throne 

| ſhall be eſtabliſhed for ever by the Helene of his peo- 

15 ple, and the bleſſing of a righteous God. The rod and re- 
proof give wiſdom z they ſhould be uſed together; correction 
without reproof is very abſurd: but a child left [to him- 
ſelf ] bringeth his mother to ſhame, who by her impru- 

16 dent fondneſs has probably done moſt to ſpoil him. When 

the wicked are multiplied, tranſgreſſion increaſeth : but: 

17 the righteous ſhall ſee their fall, Correct thy ſon, and 
he ſhall give thee reſt; yea, he ſhall give delight unto 

18 thy ſoul, 10 ſee him reclaimed from his evil courſes. Where 
there 1s] no viſion, no publick inſtruction, no knowledge of 
religion, the people periſh ; grow licentious and wicked, 
and ſo are deſtroyed: but he that keepeth the law, happy 
[is] he; he ſball remain in a proſperous, peaceful condition. 

19 A ſervant will not be corrected by words: for though 

he underſtand he will not anſwer : a ſervant that will not 
bear a reproof, or take a hint of advice, but is of a con- 


20 ceited, ſullen ſpirit, is a wwretched character. Seeſt thou 


a man [that is] haſty in his words, who is raſh and con- 
ceited, and will not take advice nor ſubmit to direfion ? 

\ [there is] more hope of a fool than of him; better em- 
ploy a man that has ſcarce common ſenſe, if he will be ruled. 

21 He that delicately bringeth up his ſervant from a child 
ſhall have him become [his] fon at the length; he who 
treats ſervants with too much familiarity and indulgence, 
will often find them become inſolent and ſaucy, and expect as 
much as children. Where ſervants are treated with kindneſs, 

it ſhould be their care not to abuſe it, but to be ſo much the 


22 more ſolicitous to pleaſe. An angry man ſtirreth up rife, 


and a furious man aboundeth in tranſgreſſion again/t 
God and man; therefore wwe ſhould take great care to com- 
23 mand our paſſions, A man's pride ſhall.bring him low; 
| ſhall 
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ſhall make him the contempt and deriſion of all: but honour 
ſhall uphold the humble in ſpirit ; an obliging diſpoſition 
24 will win upon others and gain many friends. Whoſo is 
partner with a thief hateth his own ſoul ; endangers both 
his life and everlaſting ſalvation : he heareth curſing, 
and bewrayeth [it] not, that is, he hears the adjuration, 
yet does not diſcover the truth; alluding to a law that 
appointed the oath of the Lord to be given to a perſon ſuſpet- 
25 ed of theft, The fear of man bringeth a ſnare; coward- 
ice and exceſſive complaiſance lead men to do wicked Yhing 
but whoſo putteth his truſt in the Logo ſhall be: 
ſhall find ſecurity in the greateſt dangers, tho* men ſhould be 
diſpleaſed wwith him for not complying with them, It is of 
26 more importance to pleaſe God than men. Many ſeek the 
ruler's favour; but every man's judgment [cometh] 
from the Log, therefore it is of more importance to ſecure 
his favour than their's, ſince final judgment comes from him, 
27 as well as worldly proſperity. An unjuſt man, o ever 
ſ great and powerful, [is] an abomunation to the juſt, 
* ought not to be courted or countenanced: and [ he that 
is] upright in the way, ho? ever ſo excellent and uſeful, 
[is] abomination to the wicked, yet he is highly efteemed 
of the Lord. Therefore let us ſecure an intereſt in the friend. 
ſhip of God, for his judgment is always according to truth. 


$7 
25 


CHAP. XXX. 


1 FTF\HE words of Agur the fon of Jakeh, [even] 
the prophecy : the man ſpake unto Ithiel, even 

2 unto Ithiel and Ucal, Surely I ſam] more brutiſh than 
[any] man, and have not the underſtanding of a man; 

3 an expreſſion of great modeſty and humility, I neither 
learned wiſdom, nor have the knowledge of the holy; 

I have no great natural abilities or acquired learning, - bus 


! Who this Agur was it is impoſlible to ſay, Some antient 
verſions do not read it as a proper name, and ſuppoſe the chap- 
ter to be part of Solomon's writings; others ſuppoſe he was a 
perſon of eminent wiſdom and piety, who lived in Hezekiah's 
time, and that theſe were his inſtructions to his pupils, or anſwers 
to ſome queſtions that they propoſed to him, 
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will plainly inſtruct you in the precepts of a pious life. 

4 Being aſked, What is God? he anſwers, Who hath 

. aſcended up into heaven, or deſcended ? who hath ga- 

-. thered the wind in his fiſts? who hath bound the 

waters in a garment ? who hath eſtabliſhed all the ends 

of the earth? what [is] his name, and what [1s] his 

ſon's name, if thou canſt tell? Mo hath aſcended and 

deſcended to learn his mind and declare it? Who can explain 
nus nature and operations? 

5 Every word of God [is] pure: he [is] a ſhield unto 
them that put their truſt in him; rather, have a re- 
gard to his revealed will, and truſt in him; then you will 

6 be guided and prolected. Add thou not unto his words, 
left he reprove thee, and thou be found a liar z left he 
take vengeance on thee as a deceiver. 

Two [things] have I required of thee, deny me. 
them] not before I die: hey enquired, What is a happy 

8 life, and what they ſhould pray for? Remove far from me 
vanity and lies; immoderate deſires after the world, and 
deceitful methods of ſeeking and gaining it : give me neither 
poverty nor riches; feed me with food convenient for 
me; fix me in the middle condition of life, and if I ſhould be 

: fo vain as to think riches will be no ſnare to me, diſappoint 

9 my expectations: Leſt I be full, and deny [thee,] and 
ſay, Who [is] the Lorp? 4½% I become ungodly and ir- 
religious: or leſt I be poor, and ſteal, and take the 
name of my God [in vain;] forſwear myſelf to cover the 
theft. h | 

10 3 not a ſervant unto his maſter, leſt he curſe 
thee, and thou be found guilty ; make not any one un- 

. neceſſarily your enemy, no not the meaneſt. It is kind to tell 
4 maſter a ſervant's faults, if he does not know them; but 

| we are not to ſlander him, or accuſe him falſely, leſt he cal! 
| upon God for juſtice, and he puniſh us accordingly. They 
| then aſk, What company ſhall we chooſe? He anſwers, 
"1 11 [There is] a generation [that] curſeth their father, 

| and doth not bleſs their mother; avoid the company of 
12 diſobedient, undutiful children. | There is] a generation 
I | [that are] pure in their own eyes, and [yet] is not 
waſhed from their filthineſs; who are exat? in external 

| | forms, 


4a 
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is] a generation, O how lofty are their eyes! and their 
eyelids are lifted up ; their pride diſcovers itſelf in their 
countenance, and they diſdain to look on their inferiors; do 

14 not learn their haughty, ſenſeleſs manners. [There is] a 
generation, whole teeth [are as] ſwords, and their jaw 
teeth [as] knives, to devour the poor from off the 
earth, and the needy from [among] men; tyrannical, 
arbitrary people, who oppreſs and grind the poor;, have no 
connection with ſuch men as theſe, The next queſtion is, 
What is moſt inſatiable ? 

15 The horſeleach hath two daughters, à forked tongue, 
which greedily ſeeketh blood, [crying,] Give, give. There 
are three [things that] are never ſatisfied, [yea,] four 

[things] ſay not, [It is] enough; are as inſatiable; 
16 The grave, that ſwallows every ſucceeding generation; 
and the barren womb, tat is eagerly defirous of child- 

ren; the earth, particularly in hot countries, [that] is 
not filled with water; and the fire [that] faith not, [It 
is] enough, but devours all that is thrown into it. He then 
adds the doom of the diſobedient children mentioned in the 
eleventh verſe. 

17 The eye [that] mocketh at [his] father for his infir- 
mities, and deſpiſeth to obey [his] mother, the ravens 
of the valley ſhall pick it out, and the young eagles 
ſhall eat it; his body ſhall be expoſed as a malefactor, or he 
Hall die in ſome deſolate place; the vengeance of God ſhall 
find him abroad, tho" the tenderneſs of his abuſed parents 
may ſpare him at home. 

To the next queſtion, What is moſt obſcure and unaccount- 

18 able? he anſwers, There be three [things which] are 
too wonderful for me, yea, four which I know not: 

19 The way of an eagle in the air, that flies high and ſtrong ; 
the way of a ſerpent upon a rock, that without feet 
climbs up rocks; the way of a ſhip in the midſt of the 
ſea, that ſometimes ſinks and ſometimes riſes, and moves 
very ſwiftly along; and the way of a man with a maid, 
the artifices of a man to gain the woman he is courting. 

20 Such [is] the way of an adulterous woman; ſhe int, 
and wipeth her mouth, and faith, I have done no 

wicked. 
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wickedneſs : this is a modeſt way of expreſſing a deteſtable 


allion; ſhe puts on an artful appearance, behaves outwardly 

like an honeſt woman and a kind wife. We have then an 
anſwer tothe queſtion, What things are moſt intolerable ? 

21 For three [things] the earth is diſquieted, and for four 
22 [which] it cannot bear: For a ſervant when he _ 
eth, when. he gets into power and authority; and a fool 
when he is filled with meat, à petulant, rude fellow when 

23 he is drunk; For an odious [woman,] that is, a croſs, 
ill tempered woman, when ſhe is married, a happineſs too 


* great for her to expef?, and yet which only ſhows her ill temper 


tze more; and an handmaid that is heir to her miſtreſs, 
to whom her miſtreſs leaves her eſtate, or wo hath ſupplant- 
ed her miſtreſs and married her maſter. ' 
i In anſwer to the query, What things are ſmall and con- 


24 templible in themſelves and yet wiſe, he replies, There be 


four [things which are] little upon the earth, but they 

25 [are] exceeding wiſe: The ants [are] a people not 
ſtrong, yet they prepare their meat in the ſummer, and 
26 thus teach us to prepare againſt a time of adverſity; The 
cConies, or Arabian mice, [are but] a feeble folk, yet make 
they their houſes in the rocks, and thus teach us caution 

27 in avoiding thoſe dangers we cannot reſiſt, The locuſts 
have no king, yet go they forth all of them by bands, 
and their numbers make them terrible, which ſhould teach us 
28 union in proſecuting good deſigns; The ſpidey takath hold 
with her hands, and is in kings palaces ;* and by inde- 
fatigable diligence repairs her web , which ſhould teach us 
perſeverance, and not to be diſcouraged. The queſtion then 

is, What things are moſt ſtately and majeſtick ? | 

29 There be three [things] which go well, yea, four 


30 are comely in going: A lion [which is] ſtrongeſt 


31 among beaſts, and turneth not away for any; A 


greyhound, or horſe prepared for the battle; an he goat ' 


alſo; and a king, againſt whom [there is] no riſing up, 

@ king that,reigns in the hearts of his people, this gives him 
a conſciouſneſs which adds dignity to his appearance. Having 

thus adviſed his pupils to be innocent and pious in order to be 
happy, he adds the two laſt verſes, upon a ſuppoſition that 
they ſhould ſay or do any fooliſh things. 0 5 
4 32 


E 


32 If thou haſt done fooliſhly in lifting up thyſelf, or if 
thou haſt thought evil, [lay] thine hand upon thy 
mouth ; humbly acknowledge that thou haſt done wrong, and 

| make a proper apology, rather than, from an inſolent temper, 

33 defend what is wrong becauſe thou haſt done it. Surely the 
churning of milk bringeth forth butter, and the wring. 
ing of the noſe bringeth forth blood : fo the forcing of 
wrath bringeth forth ſtrife ; the one is not more natural 
than the other. He that would live peaceably and happily, 
and be eſteemed among men, ſhould behave himſelf with 
modeſty and humility ; for he that lifteth up himſelf, tio he 
may think himſelf a wiſe man, does very foolkſhly, and all 
about him will deſpiſe him. 


| CH A P. XXXI. 
I HE words of king Lemuel,” the prophecy that 
2 his mother taught him. What, my ſon? and 
what, the ſon of my womb? and what, the ſon of my 


vows? An abrupt and beautiful form of ſpeech; as if ſhe 
had ſaid, What inſtruction ſhall I give thee, how ſhall IT 


. expreſs my love to thee, thou ſon of my womb, thou ſon of 


my vows, whom I have prayed for, and devoted to God be- 

3 fore thou waſt born? Give not thy ſtrength unto women, 

nor thy ways to that which deſtroyeth kings; do not waſte 

the vigour of your years in effeminate, ſinful pleaſures like 

other eaſtern princes ; by which their conſtitutions are broken, 

and their reigns diſhonoured. Happy had it been for him had 

4 he taken this advice. [It is] not for kings, O Lemuel, 

he. not for kings to drink wine; nor for princes 

ng drink, that is, immoderately; which would not only 

5 iure themſelves, but their ſubjefts. Leſt they drink, 

and forget the law, and pervert the judgment of any 
of the afflicted. 

Vol. V. H 6 Give 

= I take it for ted, with the generality of commentators, 

that Lemuel is Solomon, a name which ſignifies one belonging 


to God; it is nearly of the ſame import with Jedediah. The 
are the divine lefſons his mother Bathſheba taught him to com- 


mit to memory, 
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6 Give ſtrong drink unto him that is ready to periſh, 
and wine to thoſe that be of heavy hearts; when perſons 
are in deep diſtreſs, they need, and can bear cordials to ſup- 

7 port their ſpirits. Let him drink, and forget his pover- 

8 ty, and remember his miſery no more. Open thy 
mouth for the dumb in the cauſe of all ſuch as are ap- 
pointed to deſtruction; who are in danger of ſuffering 

9 conſiderable damage either 1n body, credit, or eſtate, Open 
thy mouth, judge righteouſly, and plead the cauſe of 
the poor and needy; pronounce a bold and juſt ſentence. 

10 Who can find a virtuous woman, prudent, good na- 
tured, and religious: for her price [is] far above rubies; 
above all things adviſing him to take heed in the choice of @ 
wife; or rather, it may refer to the character of a good wife 
11 in general, The heart of her huſband doth fafely truſt 
in her, in her chaſtity, prudence, and fidelity; he has no 
jealouſy, nor uneaſy apprehen/ions; ſo that he ſhall have 
no need of ſpoil; he Shall have no need of ſpoiling others to 
enrich himſelf, and no fear of being plundered, as ſome are 

12 by their wives. She ſhall do him good and not evil all 
the days of her life; ſhe will take the greateſt care to en- 
gage and keep his affettions, ſtudy to oblige and pleaſe him; 

aud this, not only in ſudden fits of good humour, but all her 
13 days, She ſeeketh wool, and flax, and worketh wil- 
lngly with her hands; /e provides employment for her 
14 ſervants, and ſets them a good example. a like the 
merchants? ſhips; ſhe bringeth her rom afar, 
15 She riſeth alſo while it is yet night, before break of day, 
and giveth meat to her houſehold, and a portion to her 
maidens ; ſhe giveth food to thoſe that go abroad to work, 
and to her maidens at home : ſhe riſes early to attend to her 

16 domeſtick cares. She conſidereth a field, and buyeth it: 
with the fruit of her hands ſhe planteth a vineyard; by 
the commodities ſpun and woven in the family ſhe buys land 


17. and plants vineyards. She girdeth her loins with ſtrength, 2 
and ſtrengtheneth her arms; ſhe does not make little dif- 
18 ficulties an excuſe for indolence, but afis reſolutely, She 2 


perceiveth that her merchandize [is] good : her candle 3 
goeth not out by night; ſhe tales as much of the night as 

19 can conveniently be ſpared from neceſſary fleep. She layeth 

e 
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her hands to the ſpindle, and her hands hold the diſtaff. 
Ladies of the higheſt quality in the eaſt were thus employed, 
as we find from many paſſages in Homer, and other heathen 
writers; and a much better employment it- was than moſt 


20 modern ones. She ſtretcheth out her hand to the poor; 


yea, ſhe reacheth forth her hands to the needy; /be is 
not ſuch a houſewife as 10 lay up every thing, but relieves 


| | 1 21 the poor. She is not afraid of the ſnow for her houſe- 


hold: for all her houſehold [are] clothed with ſcarlet, 
22 or double garments, She maketh herſelf coverings of 
tapeſtry; her clothing [is] filk and purple; the more 
23 glorious becauſe her own work. Her huſband is known 
in the gates, when he ſitteth among the elders of the 
land, who congratulate him upon his happineſs in having ſo 
. prudent a wife; and her wiſe converſation increaſeth his 


oy 24 wiſdom, and makes him more fit to adviſe others. She 


maketh fine linen, and ſelleth it;] and delivereth 

25 girdles unto the merchant, Strength and honour [are] 
her clothing; ſhe has a great deal of courage and reſolution, 
and laughs at thoſe difficulties by which others are diſcourag- 
ed; and ſhe ſhall rejoice in time to come; maintain a 

26 cheerful ſpirit even in old age and death. She qpeneth her 
mouth with wiſdom; and in her tongue [is] the law of 
kindneſs; /he diſcourſes prudently and judiciouſiy on the moſt 
ſerious and important ſubjetts;, avoids a pettiſh way of 
ſpeaking; there is kindneſs, ſoftneſs, and tenderneſs in every 
thing ſhe ſays, which is obliging, like a law; one of the moſt 

27 eſſential qualifications of @ good wife, She looketh well to 
the ways of her houſehold, and eateth not the bread 

of idleneſs ; be examines the condutt of her ſervants, and 

- how they perform their duty : ſhe neither ſuffers them to gad 
abroad, or to be idle at home; ſhe ſees that her children be 
well educated and behave themſelves aright, - and ſets them 
all an example of diligence: and in ' conſequence of this, 
28 Her children ariſe up, and call her bleſſed; her huſ- 
band {alſo,] and he praiſeth her: hey ſet themſelves to 

29 commend her, and ſay, Many daughters have done vir- 
30 tuouſly, but thou ſurely excelleſt them all. Favour [is] 
deceitful, and beauty [is] vain; 4 graceful behaviour 
and beautiful features are trifling in themſelves, have often 
Has covered 
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covered ſome ill qualities, and quickly decay; [but] a 
woman [that] feareth the Lov, ſhe ſhall be praiſed; 
ſhe will receive fincere and warm commendations from all 

31 that know her. Give her of the fruit of her hands; and 
let her own works praiſe her in the gates; while others 3 
have the praiſe of nobility, fortune, or beauty, ſhe will le 
commended in the moſt numerous aſſemblies, for qualities and = 
' endowments infinitely more excellent and uſeful. — Upon the 0 

H whole, this is a moſt amiable e : it ſhows the FiY 

© women what wives they ſhould be, and the men what 

$ wives they ſhould chooſe. We have reaſon to lament that 

1 tue general method of female education, and the manners of 

j fo many women are ſo contrary to this deſcription ; and that 
there is ſo little domeſtick virtue in many modern wives. Mi 

| | Thoſe whom providence has favoured with wives that anſiver 
to this deſcription in the moſt important branches of it, can 

never be ſufficiently thankful, ö 
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E C CLESIASTE S, 
Or, The PRE ACH E R. 


INTRODUCTION. 


9 TH E defign of this book is to ſhow men wherein true happi- 


neſs conſiſts, and to guard them againſt ſeeking it in thoſe 
things in which it is not to be found: it is generally ſuppoſed to 
have been written by Solomon in his old age. Some parts of it 
are rather obſcure ; and it is difficult ta enter into his reaſoning, 
tho his general ſcheme and practical deſign are very apparent. 


CHAPTER I. 
1 F H E words of the Preacher, the fon of David, 


2 king of Jeruſalem. Vanity of vanities, faith 
the Preacher; vanity of vanities, all [is] 


vanity, that is, all that relates only to this life. This is the 


text of his ſermon, and the iſſue of his large enquiry; it is 
abſolutely vain; he could not expreſs it more emphatically 
than by ſaying, it is vainer than vanity itſelf; utterly in- 
ſufficient to procure ſolid ſatisfaction and durable happineſs. 


3 Whatprofit hath a man of all his labour which he taketh 


under the ſun ? ke can find very little true ſatisfaftion in 
all his pains about earthly things; and none at all conſidered 
tn themſelves. He argues this from the ſhortneſs of human 
life in general, which he illuſtrates by the continual changes 
4 which we behold in the natural world. [One] generation 
paſſeth away, and [another] generation cometh : but 
the earth abideth for ever, or, as ſome would render it, 


5 for an uncertain, indeterminate time. The ſun alſo ariſeth, 


and the ſun goeth down, and haſteth to his place where 
6 he aroſe. The wind goeth toward the fouth, and turn- 

eth about unto the north; it whirleth about continue - 

ally, and the wind returneth again according to his 
7 circuits. All the rivers run into the ſea; yet the fea 
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[is] not full; unto the place from whence the rivers 
come, thither they return again; and thus do the genera- 
tions of men revolve with very little variety, and never reſt 
in a ſettled condition, but gradually wear away and vaniſh. 
But tho? life ſhould be long, there would be little ſatisfaction 

8 init, for All things [are] full of labour; man cannot 
utter [it,] cannot ſufficiently expreſs how tedious life is: 
the eye 1s not ſatisfied with ſeeing, nor the ear filled 

| with hearing; man's deſires are bouudleſs, ſtill ſeeking after 
3 new objects, and yet not heartily acquieſcing in any. Nor is 
| any thing better to be expelled from new diſcoveries, ſince 

_ "18 9 The thing that hath been, it [is that] which ſhall be; 0 
1 and that which is done [is] that which ſhall be done: 
10 and [there is] no new [thing] under the fun. Is there 

48 [any] thing whereof it may be ſaid, See, this [is] 
new? it hath been already of old time, which was be- 

fore us. This is not a univerſal propoſition 1, nevertheleſs many 
1 of the things wwe value ourſelves upon as new diſcoveries, were 
af known to former ages; and men's labours and enjoyments are 
2 the ſame in general now as formerly. No new expedient can 
1 be found out to ſecure the happineſs of mankind in earthly 
B II things. [There is] no remembrance of former [things ] 
na neither ſhall there be [any] remembrance of [things] 
that are to come with | thoſe] that ſhall come after; he 
names and memories of the inventors of many things are loſt, 

fo will the names and memory of their ſucceſſors : thieir in- 
ventions did not anſwer their expectation, they ſtill com- 
plained of vanity, and ſo ſhall we, In the reſt of the chapter 

' the preacher ſhows the vanity of human wiſdom and learning, 
and its inſufficiency to make men happy; tho" it bids faireſt 

12 for it of all natural things. I the Preacher was king 

' . over Iſrael in Jeruſalem; I was in circumſtances which 
| 13 gave me every advantage for purſuing knowledge : And J 
. gave my heart to ſeek and ſearch out by wiſdom con- 
\ : cerning all [things] that are done under heaven: this 
ſore travel hath God given to the ſons of man to be 
-xerciſed therewith; he muſt ſearch for knowledge with 

: 4 2reat labour, and obtain it by flow degrees, I have ſeen 
the works of 1/us kind that are, done under the ſun; 
dh behold, all [is] vanity and yexation of ſpirit z we 
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know little, and that little is not of much ſervice to us, 
15 [That which is] crooked cannot be made ſtraight : and 
that which is wanting cannot be numbered; there are 
many things uneaſy and diſagreeable in life, which all the wit 
16 and wiſdom of men cannot fully rectifſy. I communed with 
mine own heart, ſaying, Lo, I am come to great eſtate, 
and have gotten mare wiſdom than all [they ] that have 
been before me in Jeruſalem : yea, my heart had great 
JF experience of wiſdom and knowledge; the diſtinguiſhed 
"48 circumſtances in which God hath placed me, gave me greater 
17 advantages for ſearching into wiſdom than others, And 1 
by gave my heart to know wiſdom, and to know madneſs 
and folly ; 1 applied my mind cloſely to ſearch into the nature 
and reaſon of things, the cauſes and effects of men's fol- 
lies and vices; and here likewiſe I found diſappointment, I 
18 perceived that this alſo is vexation of ſpirit. For in 
much wiſdom, or ſpeculative knowledge, [1s] much grief; 
there is a great deal of trouble in getting, purſuing, and 
keeping it: and he that increaſeth knowledge increaſeth 
ſorrow ; the more he knows, the clearer views he has of the 
vanity of human life, and the more vexation he will find, 
_ his knowledge be improved to religious purpoſes. 
— Beſides attending to the general purport and deſign of this 
book, there are particular paſſages that may afford us ſome 
uſeful inſtruftjons, 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. E here ſee, that it is no diſhonour to the wiſeſt 
and beſt of men to be preachers, but much 
to their glory; for Solomon, ſo renowned for wiſdom, 
wealth, and dignity, aſſumes this character. This ſhould 
teach us, that it is every man's duty to employ what 
talents God gives him, for the inſtruction and reformation 
of the world; and that thoſe eſpecially to whom God has 
ro peculiar wiſdom, ſhould communicate it to others 
or their edification. If they have rank, wealth, and in- 
fluence, theſe may help to recommend their inſtructions, 
and add weight to all the advice they give. 
2. The abilities and circumſtances of Solomon ſhould, 
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engage our peculiar attention to what he ſays, eſpecially 
about the vanity of the world. He was the wiſeſt, the 
richeſt, and the greateſt of men ; of all men that ever 
lived, he had the greateſt advantage for making the ex- 

riment; the reſult of which, he in this book informs us, 

t was the iſſue of a deliberate judgment, founded upon 
cloſe enquiry and large experience, and therefore worthy 
of our higheſt regard. 

3. Let us endeavour to impreſs our hearts with the 
changeable nature of all earthly things. This is Solo- 
mon's firſt and ſtrongeſt proof of their vanity, All nature 
is in continual fluctuation, Generation after generation 

Neth off; men are engaged in the ſame purſuits as their 
anceſtors ; the ſame follies are acted over and over again. 
Old arts are recoyered ; old faſhions reſtored ; the diſor- 
ders, corruptions, and complaints of every age are much 
the ſame. Let this therefore abate our pride in our own 
diſcoveries and attainments ; reſtrain the folly of deſpiſin 
former ages ; and teach us particularly, that what is 8 
changeable can never afford ſubſtantial happineſs to an 
immortal ſpirit. | NN 

4. The vanity of ſpeculative knowl ſhould teach 
us to purſue that which is practical, uſeful, and ſatisfac- 
tory, Solomon's deſign is not to diſcourage us from pur- 
ſuing knowledge. It has its difficulties, ariſing in a great 
meaſure from our wrong choice ; but it has its pleaſures 
too. Thoſe whoſe buſineſs in life it is to increaſe in 
ſpeculative knowledge, as ſubſervient to ſomething better 
feel the truth of Solomon's obſervation, v. 18. in muc 

wiſdom is much grief; and lie that increaſeth knowledge increaſ- 
eth ſorrow : but never more ſenſibly, than when they meet 
with ill returns from thoſe for whoſe ſervice they purſue 
it; and with the beſt returns they find little arab fory 
in it. May we all therefore, . thoſe of us eſpecially wha 
have little time for reading and ftudy, apply our minds 
chiefly to that which will make us wiſe to ſalvation. He that 
increaſeth' in the ee of God and divine things, 
will increaſe in joy; and find in the end that this is life 


eternal, to know the only true Ged, and Jeſus Chriſt, whom he 
hath ſent. . | | 
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CHAP. IL 


In this chapter are further experiments, how far happineſs is to 
be found in earthly things. 
11 SAID in mine heart, Go to now, I will prove 
thee with mirth, therefore enjoy pleaſure; come oy, 
indulge all lawful delights, and try every agreeable ſcene : 
2 and, behold, this alſo [is] vanity. I ſaid of laughter, 
[It is] mad; it tranſports men beyond the bounds of reaſon, 
1 prudence, and ſobriety: and of mirth, What doeth it? 
9 3 it is ſoon over, and leaves a man unſatisfied. I ſought in 
be” mine heart to give myſelf unto wine, yet acquainting 
mine heart with wiſdom ; and to lay hold on folly, till 
1 might ſee what [was] that good for the ſons of men, 
which they ſhould do under the heaven all the days of 
their life; I ſought for happineſs in entertainments and 
banquets, yet kept myſelf within the bounds of ſobriety ; but 
here I met with ſo much diſappointment, that I hate to duell 
4 any longer upon the mention of it, I made me great 
works; I builded me houſes; I planted me vineyards: 
5 I made me gardens and orchards, and I planted trees 
6 in them of all [kind of ] fruits; I made me pools of 
| Water, to water therewith the wood that bringeth forth 
7 trees; I got [me] ſervants and maidens, and had ſer- 
vants born in my houſe; whom I could educate as I 
pleaſed; alſo I had great poſſeſſions of great and ſmall 
8 cattle above all that were in Jeruſalem before me: I 
gathered me alſo filver and gold, and the peculiar 
treaſure of kings and of the provinces: I gat me men 
ſingers and women fingers, and the delights of the 
ſons of men, [as] muſical inſtruments, and that of all 
. ſorts; I in a manner drained the kingdoms and provinces 
g ſubjeft to me of all their curioſities. So I was great, and 
increaſed more than all that were before me inJeruſalem: 
alſo my wiſdom remained with me; my genius enabled 
me io carry theſe things to greater perfection, than a perſon 
of equal ſubſtance but not equal abilities could have done. 
ip And whatſoever mine eyes defired I kept not from 
them, I withheld not my heart from any Joy; * my 
| cart 
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heart rejoiced in all my labour: and this was my por- 
tion of all my labour; it zs true I found entertainment in 
theſe things; the forming of plans, and ſeeing their riſing 
beauties, gave me ſome pleaſure; but this was all my por- 
tion, the pleaſure ceaſed with the novelty, and I quickly 
11 wanted ſome freſh object. Then I looked on all the 
works that my hands had wrought, and on the labour 
that I had laboured to do: and, behold, all [was] 
vanity and vexation of ſpirit, and [there was] no profit 

under the ſun. | 
12 And I turned myſelf to behold wiſdom, and mad- 
neſs, and folly; I returned to the examination of wiſdom 
and its oppoſites, particularly gs applied to worldly bu/ineſs ; 
and no man can try the experiment more fully thaz I have 
done; for what [can] the man [do] that cometh after 
the king ? [even] that which hath been already done. 
13 Then I faw that wiſdom excelleth folly, as far as light 
excelleth darkneſs : he reſult was, that a diſcreet, pru- 
dent, regular conduct for this world has greatly the advan- 
14 tage of its contrary, The. wiſe man's eyes [are] in his 
head, where they beſt ſerve him to look about him, to ſee 
his danger, and guide his way; but the fool walketh in 
darkneſs; raſh, imprudeut men blunder on into miſchief and 
vexation: and I myſelf perceived alſo, that one event 
15 happeneth to them all. Then ſaid I in my heart, As 
it happeneth unto the fool, ſo it happeneth even to me; 
we are ſubject to the ſame painful events; and why was 1 
then [more] wiſe? Then I faid in my heart, that this 
16 alſo [is] vanity. For {there is] no remembrance of the 
wiſe more than of the fool for ever; ſeeing that which 
now [1s] in the days to come ſhall all be forgotten, 
And how dieth the wiſe [man?] as the fool. The wiſe 
die as well as fools, and each are quickly forgotten: he muſt 
be a perſon of extraordinary charatter that is talked of for 
17 ages. Therefore ſo far from finding ſatisfaction, I hated 
life; becauſe the work that is wrought under the ſun 
[is] grievous unto me: for all [is] vanity and vexation 

of ſpirit, x 

18 Lea, I hated all my labour which I had taken under 
the ſun: becauſe I ſhould leave it unto the man that 
ſhall 
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19 ſhall be after me, And who knoweth whether he ſhall 
be a wiſe [man] or a fool? yet ſhall he have rule over 
all my labour wherein I have laboured, and wherein I 
have ſhowed myſelf wiſe under the fun. This [is] alſo 
vanity. Rehoboam, who wwas forty years old when his father 
died, ſo that he muſt have ſeen his weakneſs and folly, is 

20 doubtleſs here referred ta, Therefore J went about to 
cauſe my heart to deſpair of all the labour which I took 

under the ſun inſtead of purſuing former ſchemes, I gave 
them up, as one utterly tired with ihem; nor is this pecu- 

21 liar to me, it is often ſeen in lower circumſtances. For 
there is a man whoſe labour [is] in wiſdom, and in 
knowledge, and in equity; yet to a man that hath not 
laboured therein, 10 a man whoſe cliaracter is juſt the re- 
verſe of his own, ſhall he leave it [for] his portion. This 

22 alſo [is] vanity and a great evil. For what hath man, 
ſuch a man as above deſcribed, of all his labour, and of 
the vexation of his heart, wherein he hath laboured 

23 under the ſun? For all his days, or, altho* all his days, 
[are] ſorrows, and his travail grief; yea, his heart 
taketh not reſt in the night; tho? he hath obtained what 
he has with ſo much care, Een and fatigue, yet it muſt be 
left to he knows not who, This is alſo vanity. 

24 | There1s] nothing better for a man, [than] that he 
ſhould eat and drink, and [that] he ſhould make his 
ſou] enjoy good in his labour. This alſo I ſaw, that 
it [was] from the hand of God: the beſt way therefore 
is not to engage in many ſchemes, and perplex himſelf with 
much buſineſs; but contentedly to fit down and enjoy the good 
things God has given him with pleaſure and thankfulneſs : 

25 but this is not in a man's own power; For who can eat, 
or who elſe can haſten [hereunto,] more than I? or, 
as it may be better rendered, who can eat or haſten there- 
unto without lim? This depends on the divine bleſſing, and 
the turn he gives io the mind, tho* the materials may be in a 

26 man's own poſſeſſion. For [God] giveth to a man that [is] 
good in his fight, that is, to à pious man, wiſdom and 

knowledge to make a good uſe of his ſubſtance, and joy in 

the uſing of it : but to the ſinner he giveth travail, to ga- 
ther and to heap up, that he may give to [him that is] 
| good 
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good before God; he gives up the wicked to an inſatiable, 
diſcontented ſpirit, ſo that they afflit themſelves with many 
cares and ſorrows, to heap up what in the courſe of his pro- 
vidence he often gives to the righteous, This alſo [is] 
vanity and vexation of ſpirit, | 


REFLECTIONS, 


1. E here ſee the vanity of expecting happineſs in 

| mirth and pleaſure, grandeur. and luxury. 
In ſpite of all Solomon's reafoning and experience, the 
preſent age is trying the experiment over again; but they 
will at laſt join in his concluſion. It is a dangerous expe- 
riment ; for few can make it and yet their wiſdom remain 
with them. Therefore it is better to deſiſt and take 
Solomon's word. Remember that theſe things cannot 
quiet a guilty conſcience, comfort a drooping ſpirit, eaſe 
a dying body, or fave an immortal ſoul, 

2. There are many things which are excellent in them- 
ſelves, and of great uſe in life, that will not make a man 
happy. Prudence, diligence, and regularity in buſineſs, 
are things highly commendable, and favourable to men's 
worldly intereſt, therefore many place all their religion in 
them; but they are not the one thing needful. Let us be 
careful that we are not miſtaken ; and while we ſtudy the 
arts of prudence and economy, forget the weightier matters 
of the law, and continue deſtitute of the love of God, 

3. We are here taught the importance and neceſſity of 
true religion to make a man comfortable even in this 
world. Men may ſlave and toil ever ſo much, gain ever 
ſuch abundance by fagacity, diligence, and frugality, it 
will not prolong their lives or their memories; it will not 
infure them a worthy heir ; nor even a comfortable uſe 
of their own ſubſtance. The cheerful enjoyment of what 
we have muſt come from _ It is therefore to be 
ſought by fervent prayer; and is generally given to 
5 and this * may have with a little. 880 that 3 
the whole, Godlineſs hath the promiſe of the life that now is, 
and of that which is to come, * 

5 3 CHAP, 
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C HAP. III. 


Solomon here proceeds to deſcribe the vanity of human wiſdom it 
is confined to à certain time of acting, which if we miſs, our 
contrivances are vain, and the opportunity over. 


I O every [thing there is] a ſeaſon, and a time to 
; | every purpoſe under the heaven, aut of whick 
no human wiſdom can produce the events God hath affixed 40 
2 them: A time to be born, and a time to die; a time to 
plant, and a time to pluck up [that which is] planted; 
3 A time to kill, and a time to heal; a time tor break 
4 down, and a time to build up; A time to weep, and a 
time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance; 
5 A time to caſt away ſtones, and a time to gather 
ſtones together; a time to embrace, and a time to re- 
6 frain from embracing; A time to get, and a time to 
7 loſe; a time to keep, and a time to caſt away; A time 
to rend, and a time to ſew; a time to keep filence, and 
$ a. time to ſpeak; A time to love, and a time to hate, 
that is, to break off friendſhip; a time of war, and a 
9 time of peace, What profit hath he that worketh in 
that wherein he laboureth out of the proper ſeaſon, or 

10 even in it, fince there are ſo many changes? J have ſeen 
the travail which God hath given to the ſons of men to 
be exerciſed in it; minding the buſineſs of life, obſerving 
the proper ſeaſons, and ſubmitting when diſappointed. 

11 He hath made every [thing] beautiful in his time; 
there is beauty in this variety: alſo he hath ſet the world 
in their heart. ſo that no man can find out the work 
that God maketh from the beginning to the end; there 
is a vaſt variety of things, as objects of their purſuits and 
ſtudies : and God hath ſet it in their hearts to examine all his 

12 works, except what is above their underſtanding.* I know 
that [there is] no good in them, hat is, in worldly 
things, but for [a man] to rejoice, and to good in his 

. life; 
* Some underſtand the paſſage as referring to the influence the 
world has upon men to make them negle& prudent conſidera- 
tion; others refer it to their continuance in the world; as if 


he had ſaid, A man that lives ſo ſhort a time cannot judge of 
the whole of God's works, 
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life; there is no other ſatisfaction or felicity which a man 
can meet with in worldly enjoyments but to uſe them with a 

13 cheerful temper, and do good to others with them. And 
alſo that every man ſhould eat and drink, and enjoy 
the good of all his labour, and lay aſide diſtracling 
fears of future want, it [18] the gift of God, and ſhould 

be diligently ſought and thankfully acknowledged as coming 

14 from him. I know that, whatſoever God doeth, it 
ſhall be for ever: nothing can be put to it, nor any 
thing taken from it: and God doeth [it,] that [men] 
ſhould fear before him; God will not vary from his pur- 
Poſe ;, he has fixed this uncertainty to keep men in a conſtant 
dependance, that they may humbly ſubmit, and not murmur 

15 at what they cannot avoid. That which hath been is 
now; and that which is to be hath already been; and 
God requireth that which is paſt; it always has been 
thus, 23 always will be; therefore it is indecent to com- 
plain of the ſettled laws of God's creation; and as he deter- 
mines all the events of our lives, he will call us to an account 

for the conduct of them. | 

16 And moreover I ſaw under the ſun the place of 
judgment, [that] wickedneſs [was] there; and the 
place of righteouſneſs, [that] iniquity [was] there; 
ſuch is the vanity of power and authority, without religion; 
or, as ſome underſtand it, ſo liable are men to rapine and 
17 oppreſhon, which leſſens the value of earthly comforts. | 
ſaid in mine heart, God ſhall judge the righteous and 
the wicked: for [there is] a time there for every pur- 
oſe and for every work; this was the comfort I had 

18 under this vanity and oppreſſion. I ſaid in mine heart 
concerning the eſtate of the ſons of men, that God 
might manifeſt them, and that they might ſee that they 
themſelves are beaſts; O hat God would give theſe prond 
oppreſſors to ſee that they ſhall die, not ouly like men, but 
like beaſts; that their oppreſſion ſhall laſt but à Iittle time, 

19 and that they ſhall not long enjoy the conſequences of it. For 
that which befalleth the ſons of men befalleth beaſts ; 
even one thing befalleth them : as the one dieth, fo 
dieth the other; yea, they have all one breath; ſo that 
2 man hath no preeminence above. a beaſt, with regard to 


the © 
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the body, or for the avoiding of death: for all ¶ is] vanity. 
20 All go unto one place; gl are of the ſame duſt, and 
21 all turn to that duſt again Who knoweth the ſpirit of 
man that goeth upward, and the ſpirit of the beaſt that 
goeth downward to the earth? Few men, eſpecially great 
men, conſider ſeriouſly the difference between the human na- 
ture and the brutal, the immortality of the one and the mor- 
22 tality of the other. Wherefore I perceive that [there is] 
nothing better, than that a man ſhould rejoice in his 
own works; take the comfort of what God has given him 
without labouring after honour and preferment ; for that 
[is] his portion; all the good he can have from them : tor 
who ſhall bring him to ſee what ſhall be after him? c 
can inform him what will become of them chen he is gone ? 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. IT is comfortable among the many changes of life 

| to think, that they are under the direction of an 
overruling providence, We live in a world full of 
changes; the conditions of men are different, yet con- 
tinually altering. There are many favourable circumſtan- 
ces in life, which it is our wiſdom to obſerve and improve. 
Whatever may appear to us as caſual or contingent, is 
determined by providence; we muſt not therefore com- 
plain of changes, troubles, and labours, for God has 
allotted them to us ; they are all beautiful in their ſeaſon, 
make upon the whole an admirable ſcheme of providence, 
and are for the good of the world. 

2. We alſo ſee wherein the true enjoyment of earthly 
things conſiſts, Not in eagerly purſuing or hoarding 
them up, but in uſing them with cheerfulneſs, and doing 
good with them. This is the only good in them, They 
cannot make us happy themſelves, but by a wiſe, pious, 
and charitable uſe of them, they may contribute to it. 
For theſe ends they were given us, and to theſe ends they 
ought to be employed. 

3. The end of God's government and providence, and 
of the variety of his diſpenſations, is, that we may fear 
before Him. They were not deſigned to perplex and 

diſturb 
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diſturb us, but to edify us, by keeping alive in our minds 
a ſenſe of our conſtant depgndance upon God. They 
ought to dire& our thoughtg to him, and engage us to 
pray to him for what we want, to give him thanks for 
what we receive, and to ſeek wiſdom ſo to improve them, 
that they may turn to a good account at laſt, 

4. The iniquity and oppreſſion which there is in the 
world, eſpecially in magiſtrates and great men, ſhould 
confirm our taith in a future judgment, and lead us to 
Solomon's concluſion, that God will judge every purpoſe and 
every work, Let us not ſtumble at theſe diſorders, but 
wait for the day of the revelation of the righteous judgment of 
God. | 

5. How much is it to be lamented that ſo few conſider 
the immortality of their ſouls | how they are diſtinguiſhed 
from the beaſts by a rational ſpirit, and what becomes of it 
after death! What pity is it that rational creatures ſhould 
live like beaſts, only to eat, drink, fleep, work, and play. 
Few live under the power of this truth, that their ſouls 
are immortal, Let us then ſeriouſly dwell upon the 
thought that we may take due care of our immortal ſpirits, 


and lay up a good foundation againſt the time to come, and 


finally lay hold on eternal life. 


— 


e. IV. 


The preacher here ſhows that vanity is increaſed by oppreſſion, 
envy, idleneſs, covetouſneſs, ſolitarineſs, and wilfulneſs. 


I O TI returned, and conſidered all the oppreſſions 
that are done under the ſun, from pride, covetouſ- 

neſs, revenge, and illnature: and behold the tears of 
[ſuch as were] oppreſſed, and they had no comforter 

' they could not help themſelves, nor had any to help them; 
and on the fide of their oppreſſors [there was] power; 
but they had no comforter: and this vexed my ſpirit ; 

2 Wherefore I praiſed the dead which are already dead 
more than the living which are yet alive; I thought them 


in a better condition than thoſe who ſuffer by oppreſſiun, who 
fear 
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3 fear it, or even behold it. Yea, better [is he] than 
both they, which hath not yet been, who hath not ſeen 
4 the evil work that is done under the fun. Again, I 
conſidered all travail, and every right work, that 
for this a man is envied of his neighbour, for his proſ- 
perity, alths* he ought rather to efteem him for his integrity 
and diligence; but there are extremes in this caſe to be 
avoided. This [is] alſo vanity and vexation of ſpirit. 
5 The fool foldeth his hands together, and eateth his 
own fleſh ; under a pretence of avoiding envy and oppreſ- 
Aion, he gives himſelf up to an idle diſpoſition, till he almoſt 
ftarves, or becomes a prey to his uneaſy paſſions, that do as 
it were devour him. The other extreme ts exceſſive anxiety, 
or 
6 5 Better [is] an handful [with] quietneſs, than both 
the hands full [with] travail and vexation of ſpirit; 4 
little with a contented mind and a comfortable enjoyment of 
it, is better than ever ſo much with uneaſineſs and diſcontent. 
Then I returned, and ſaw vanity under the ſun, in 
the wretched caſe of a ſordid miſer, which ſhows the vanity 
of the world, and that the love of wealth grows upon men. 
There is one [alone, ] and [there is] not a ſecond yea, 
he hath neither child nor brother; no body to care for but 
himſelf, no near relation : yet [is there] no end of all his 
labour; neither is his eye ſatisfied with riches; neither 


[faith he,] For whom do I labour, and bereave my 


foul of good? This [is] alſo vanity, yea, it [is] a fore 
travail; a wicked diſpoſition and a miſerable ſtate, X 
On the other hand, conſider the benefits of friendſhip and 
ſociety, of which covetouſneſs in a great meaſure deprives 
men; but which would tend to cure that ſordid diſpoſition. 
9 Two [are] better than one; becauſe they have a good 
10 reward for their labour, For if they fall, the one will 
lift up his fellow : but woe to him [that is] alone when 
he falleth ; for [he hath] not another to help him up. 
11 Again, if two lie together, then they have Feat: but 
12 how can one be warm [alone?] And if one prevail 
* againſt him, two ſhall withſtand him; and a threefold 
cord is not quickly broken; near relations and friends 


may be aſſiſtants in danger, helps in labour, and mutual 


Vo. V. I comforts 
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comforts to each other in various circumſtances of life, and 
eſpecially in adverſity. 

But ſociety alone cannot make a man happy. Who have 

more about them than kings ? yet they are not always happy. 

13 Better, hat is, more happy, [is] a poor and a wiſe child, 


admoniſhed, whoſe dignity and age lead him to rejett good 

14 counſel, For out of priſon he, the poor wiſe child, com- 

eth to reign ; tho* confined for debt, or in low circumſtances, 

| he is ſpeedily advanced; his wiſdom bears him above his 

1 . N and fixes him in a conſiderable ſtation; whereas 

1 alſo [he that is] born in his kingdom becometh poor; 

for want of prudent management, he that is born to à large 

eſtate, and is, as we ſay, a little prince, is impoveriſhed and 

deſpiſed. Another proof of the vanity of the world is, that 

15 even wiſe kings loſe the eſteem of their ſubjecis. ] conſider- 

ed all the living which walk under the ſun, with the 

ſecond child that ſhall ſtand up in his ſtead. This would 

be better rendered, * I have ſeen all the living under the fun 

going with the child that is ſecond," that is, the heir apparent 

16 to the crown. [There is] no end of all the people, 

| __ [even]of all that have been before them; the number of 

all the people, even of all that have been before him, is 

without end: they alſo that come after ſhall not rejoice 

in him; tho" vaſt crouds attend his levees, the time will 

come when this young man ſhall ſee himſelf neglected, as his 

father was. Surely this alſo [is] vanity and vexation 

of ſpirit: therefore happineſs is not to be found in royal 

pomp, grandeur, and attendants. Solomon might ſpeak this 

ffeelingly: it muſt have been very mortifying to ſee his cour- 

tiers leaving him, and crouding after ſuch a fool as Rehoboam 
was. 


REFLECTIONS. 


i. NH E many —— which are in the world, 
are very diſtreſſing to a pious, compaſſionate 


heart. Let us bleſs God that we are not under publick 


oppreſſion by tyrannical princes and cruel judges; tho 
there is a great deal in private life: many ſervants and 
| | workmen 


than an old and fooliſh king, who will no more be - 
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workmen are oppreſſed by cruel maſters, and tenants 
their landlords, There are few to pity them, and fewer ſti 
to redreſs them. Let us lament ſuch ſcenes, and carefully 
avoid ſuch a deteſtable character; and appear as far as we 
can, the comforters of thoſe that are oppreſſed. 

2. How malevolent and wretched is that ſpirit which 
leads men to envy thoſe who proſper more than them- 
ſelves ! When honeſt men take pains, deal honourably, and 
meet with ſucceſs, their neighbours, eſpecially their brother 
tradeſmen, and ſome who are in plentiful circumſtances 
too, will envy them, miſrepreſent them, injure them by 
falſe ſuggeſtions, vile inſinuations and endeavours to leſſen 
their reputation and undermine their intereſts. This is a 
moſt wicked diſpoſition, and yet very common. A man of 
true charity and chriſtian love is glad to ſee his neighbour 
thrive, and takes pleaſure in his proſperity. 

3. We ſee of what an inſinuating, growing nature, the 
love of money is, which ſhould make us careful to guard 
againſt it, One would ſcarcely believe, if one had not ſeen 
it, that there are perſons in plentiful circumſtances, who 
have no near relations dependant upon them, yet are con- 
tinually flaving; are not content with their own bufineſs, 
but keep puſhing into that of any others where there is 
profit; who have no other pleaſure but that of ſeeing their 
money, and thinking how much they are worth. They 
have no excuſe for this avarice, and have no good from it. 
May we therefore beware of the love of money, which in- 
creaſeth dreadfully in the heart which indulges it; and 
remember, that labouring inceſſantly to hoard up wealth, is 
robbing the ſoul of good at preſent, and drowning it in 

future perdition. 
4. The benefit and comfort of ſociety ſhould lead us to 
cultivate ſocial and kind affections. There are noble _ 
and comforts from it in almoſt every circumſtance of lite, 
Let us then labour to gain and keep friends; and in order 
to this ſhow ourſelves friendly. This temper ſhould be car- 
ried with us into religion; there we ſhall find the benefit 
of pious friendſhip and religious affociations; and by 
ſtrengtlening one another's hands in God, and provoking one 


anather to love and to good works, we ſhall have great aſſiſt- 
I 2 * ance 
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ance in the attack of ſpiritual enemies; and the body of 
Chriſt will be edified, while the members are knit together 
in love 
5. We learn, that to be unwilling to be admoniſhed, is 
one of the worſt and moſt contemptible of characters. A wiſe 
'v child, an humble, teachable perſon, 1s much more worthy 
and honourable than a conceited obſtinate old king, with 
| | all the dignity that his crown and age could give him. This 
1 is often the caſe of the rich and great; it is often the caſe 
of the aged; they think themſelves above admonition, eſ- 
| pecially if thoſe who give it are poorer or younger than 
F themſelves. . Thoſe who need admonition moſt, bear it 
9 worſt. But let us ſhow that we are wiſe (at leaſt not incor- 
rigible fools) by receiving admonition calmly and thank- 


| fully, and ſetting ourſelves to correct our errors, and go on 
| to perfection. | 
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CHAP, V. 


Solomon having deſcribed the vanity of the world in many in- 
ftances, and hinted that religion was the only antidote againſt 
it, here proceeds to caution againſt thoſe errors in religion inta 


zohich men are ready to fall; and then returns to the vanity 
© of power and wealth. 


I EE P thy foot when thou goeſt to the houſe of 
God ; confider what thou art going about, and be- 
have in the moſt reverent manner; do not run haſtily and 
raſhly into the divine preſence; and be more ready to 
hear, 10 be inſtructed in his will, and to obey it, than to. 
give the ſacrifice of fools, ſuch ſacrifices as wicked men 
frequently offer: for they confider not that they do evil; 
they do not confider that while they go on in wicked courſes, 
or <vorſhip in an indecent manner, they are adding to their 
2 guilt, Be not raſh with thy mouth, and let not thine 
heart be haſty to utter [any] thing before God 4y 
way of prayer or vow: for God [is] in heaven, and thou 

| upon 

„ Here is an alluſion to the eaſtern cuſtom of putting off the 


ſhoe in token of reverence; as putting off the hat, and uncover- 
ing the head is among us, 


ECCLESIASTES. v. 117 
upon earth, ke is highly exalted above thee: therefore let 
3 thy words be few, hat is, vel! conſidered. For a dream 
cometh through the multitude of buſineſs; and a fool's 
voice [is known] by multitude of words; as a multitude 
4 of buſineſs occaſions ronfuſed dreams, ſo in milltitudes of 
1 words men are led to ſay vain and fooliſh things before they 
4 are aware, When thou voweſt a vow unto God, defer 
not to pay it; for [he hath] no pleaſure in fools; he is 
tighly diſpleaſed with them: pay that which thou haſt 
5 vowed, for God is not to be jeſted with, Better [is it] 
that thou ſhouldſt not vow, than that thou ſhouldſt 
vow and not pay; the one being only a neglect, the other 
6 a dire# contempt of the divine majeſty. Suffer not thy 
mouth to cauſe thy fleſh to fin; do not entangle thyſelf 
with a needleſs vow, which the frailty of human nature 
may lead thee to break;* neither ſay thou before the 
angel, to the prieſt, when thou bringeſt a ſacrifice, or the 
angels that are preſent at divine worſhip, that it [was] an 
error: wherefore ſhould God be angry at thy voice, 
and deſtroy the work of thine hands? This is offenſive to 
7 God, and tends to bring a curſe on what thou doefÞ.. For in 
the multitude of dreams and many words [there are] 
alſo [divers] vanities; many words uttered in a folemn 
manner without due conſideration, as Vows or prayers, are 
as vain as dreams : but fear thou God; reverence his pre- 
ſence and majeſty, and do not offend him by thy raſhneſs. 
8 lf thou ſeeſt the oppreſſion of the poor, and violent 
perverting of judgment and juſtice in a province, mar- 
vel not at the matter: for [he that 1s] higher than the 
higheſt regardeth; and there be] higher than they; 
tere is one higher than the oppreſſors, who will puniſh them 
for it. | | = 
9 Moreover the profit of the earth is for all; another 
reaſon againſt covetouſneſs; the neceſſaries of life are eaſily 
obtained; vegetable nature ſupplies the whole animal world, 
and all men, even the greateſt, yea, the king [himſelf ] is 
10 ſerved by the field. He that loveth filver ſhall not be 
| rt „ ſatisfied 


© Abſolute vows againſt marriage, certain food, or recreations, 
are to be avoided; for by breaking the vow thoſe things may 
become ſinful which in their own nature are indifferent. 
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fatisfied with filver ; he will never think he has enough ; 
nor he that loveth abundance with increaſe: this | is] 

11 alſo vanity, When goods increaſe, they are increaſed 
that eat them ; there is a larger family and retinue, and 
therefore more expenſe ; and others enjoy his wealth as much 
as he: and what good [is there] to the owners thereof, 

12 ſaving the beholding [of them] with their eyes. The 
ſleep of a labouring man [is] ſweet, whether he eat 
little or much : but the abundance of the rich will not 
ſuffer him to ſleep ; it brings cares which counterbalance 
the ſatisfattion it affords, and which often prevent his re- 

13 poſe, There is a ſore evil [which] I have ſeen under 
the ſun, [namely,] riches kept for the owners thereof 
to their hurt; the rich are ſometimes marked out as objefts 

e oppreſſion and ruin in arbitrary countries, and anxiety 

14 often deſtroys their health, their peace, and their ſouls. But 
thoſe riches periſh by evil travail, by extravagance and 
imprudence: and he begetteth a ſon, and [there is] 
nothing in his hand; he leaves his family impoveriſhed, 
which is ſo much the worſe, as his ſon was educated with the 
hope of a fortune, ſo that he is reduced to peculiar calamity. 

15 As he came forth of his mother's womb, naked ſhall 

he return to go as he came, and ſhall take nothing of 
his labour, which he may carry away in his hand; F ng 
other accident deprives him of his wealth, yet death will 

16 ſtrip him of all, And this alſo [is] a fore evil, that] 
in all points as he came, ſo ſhall he go: and what pro- 
fit hath he that hath labopred for the wind ? who hath 
taken abundance of pains far that which he can no more hold 

17 than he can the wind? All his days alſo he eateth in 
darkneſs, either does not allow himſelf the conveniences of 
life, or is diſturbed by irregular paſſions, 6 that he has no 
comfort in his enjoyments; and [he hath] much ſorrow 
and wrath with his ſickneſs ; /ickne/s and confinement are 
peculiarly grievous to him, becauſe they take him off from his 
favourite purſuits, and are likely to end in death, when hg 
muſt leave all his poſſeſſions behind him, 

38 Behold [that] which I have ſeen: [it is] good and 
comely [for one] to eat and to drink, and to enjoy the 
good of all his labour that he taketh under the ſup 5 

8 
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the days of his life, which God giveth him: for it [is] 
his portion, all hat falls to his ſhare of the enjoyments and 
19 poſſeſſions of life. Every man alſo to whom God hath 
given riches and wealth, and hath given him power to 
eat thereof, and to take his portion, and to rejoice in 
his labour; this [is] the gift of God; it ought to be ac- 
20 knowledged as a ſingular fruit of his bounty, For he ſhall 
not much remember the days of his life; becauſe God 
anſwereth [him] in the joy of his heart; he all not 
think life tedious and long, nor be too much concerned at 
the evils that befall him, becauſe God gives him inward 
tranquillity, the pleaſures of religion, communion with him- 
ſelf, and the hope of a glorious immortality; theſe amply 
compenſate all his trouble and ſorrow. | 


REFLECTIONS. 


E have need to be extremely cautious that our 
religious ſervices be not vain and finful. There 
is much excellent advice on this head in the former part of 
the chapter, that ſhould be ſeriouſly recollected every ſab- 
bath. We ſhould enter upon divine worſhip with a ſolemn 
pauſe, with great Sr ts of ſpirit, and all external 
marks of reverence. Senſible of the infinite diſtance be- 
tween God and us, let us attend to the words we utter, and 
Join heartily in thoſe which are uttered in our name. Our 

rayers in general ought to be ſhort, becauſe (if they be 
ong) it is next to impoſſible to keep up a due attention 
and fervent affection. Let us alſo remember the caution 
here given about our vows. As chriſtians, we ought to re- 
collect and pay them. It were a ſad thing that our worſhip 
ſhould be vain; that we ſhould be doing evil when we think 
we are doing good, To imagine that God will connive at 
our fins, becauſe we pay him ſolemn worſhip, is a high 
affront and indignity. By ſuch ſervices men are contracting 
new guilt, inſtead of atoning for paſt. 

2. We ſee of what admirable uſe the fear of God is. A 
ſenſe of his preſence and providence, and a reverence for 
his majeſty and authority, will prevent our being diſturbed 
by our own or others? dreams; it will alſo prevent our 
I 4 being 


* 
8 

* 
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being aſtoniſhed or dejected at the oppreſſion, violence, or 

injuſtice that are in the earth. For we ſhall be ſenſible that 

God ſees it all, and will reckon for it in the day of the re- 

velation of his righteous judgment. May we then ſanclißy 

2 Lord of hoſts in our hearts, and make him our fear and our 
ad 


3. The frequent views which Solomon gives us of the 
vanity of riches, ſhould engage us all to ſeek a better, 
even an enduring ſubſtance. We ſee Solomon's obſerva- 
tions on. the vanity, uncertainty, and troubles attendin 
wealth daily verified. But religion is a ſubſtantial good; it 
ſatisfies the ſoul; contributes to the uſefulneſs of the day, 
and the repoſe of the night: it aſſuredly brings true proſ- 
perity to thoſe that poſſeſs it; and furniſhes them with 
peace and comfort even in fickneſs and death. They do 
not regret to leave the world, as their treaſure is laid up in 


heaven. On the whole, religion makes wealth a bleſſing, 


or turns poverty into an honourable and happy ſtate; as it 
gives that joy of heart which the greateſt abundance of the 
world can never give. | | 
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HAP. VI. 


Solomon proceeds to ſhow the vanity of wealth and the evil of 
ſordid covetouſneſs. He had mentioned a heart to uſe what 
we have as a great bleſſing, he here obſerves, that it is not 
always to be found, and that without it a man is miſerable 
in his greateſt abundance. 


L HERE is an evil which I have ſeen under the 
2 fun, and it [is] common among men: A man 
to whom God hath given riches, wealth, and honour, 
ſo that he wanteth nothing for his ſoul of all that he 
deſireth, yet God giveth him not power to eat there- 
of, but a ſtranger eateth it; e is a mere flave to his 
money, and lays up for he knows not who: this [1s] 
3 vanity, and it [is] an evil diſeaſe. If a man beget 
an hundred [children,] and live many years, ſo that 
the days of his years be many, and his ſoul 1 _ 
| e 
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filled with good, and alſo [that] he have no burial; if 
a man have many chilaren of his own, which among the jews 
was reckoned a ſingular favour, yet grudges himſelf the 
comforts of life; or if he make no proviſion for his decent 
funeral, or his heir have ſuch a contempt for him that he 
will not allow him fuch a funeral, I fay, [that] an un- 
timely, that is, an abortive birth [1s] better than he. 
4 For he, that is, the abortive child, cometh in with vanity; 
and departeth in darkneſs, and his name ſhall be co- 
5 vered with darkneſs Moreover he hath not ſeen the 


ſun, nor known [any thing: ] this hath more reſt than 


the other; as he hath never enjoyed the pleaſures, he hath 
never felt the calamities of life, ſo that he who hath de- 
prived himſelf of its comforts, and plunged himſelf into its 

6 ſorrows, 15 the greater ſufferer. Yea, though he live a 
thouſand years twice [ told, ] yet hath he ſeen no good: 
do not all go to one place? in a little time both of them 
ſhall be upon a level. 

7 All the labour of man [is] for his mouth, and yet 
the appetite is not filled; he defires of the body are ſoon 
ſatisfied, but the craving of a diſtempered heart never is; 

8 For what hath the wiſe more than the fool? what hath 
the poor, that knoweth to walk before the living ? The 
wiſe man who knoweth how to govern his fancy, and a poor 
man who knoweth how to behave ſuitable to his con- 
dition, and reſtrains unreaſonable defires, is more honourable 

and happy than wealthy miſers: or if it be taken as a 

9 queſtion, the anſwer follows; Better [is] the fight of 
the eyes, than the wandering of the deſire: this [is] 

alſo vanity and vexation of ſpirit; it is better that a 
man ſhould take up with that which is before him, that is, 
what he can ſee and comfortably enjoy, than ſuffer his de- 
fires to wander, and plunge himſelf into that vanity and 
ſorrow, which inſatiable defires tend to produce : this is the 
advantage of the wiſe man above the fool, 

10 That which hath been is named already, and it is 


known that it [is] man; whatever his condition be, how- 


ever honourable, he is but à man, (referring to the name of 
Adam, which fignifies earth, a lump of clay, ſubjef to 
many accidents, and many painful events, which he cannot 

| prevent 
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prevent or remove : neither may he contend with him 
that is mightier than he, that is, almighty God, with whom 
none can contend with ſucceſs; he hath ſubjetted the whole 
human race to vanity, and it is found in every circumſtance of 

. -ife, though not equally in all. The concluſion of this part of 

11 my ſubjett therefore is, Seeing there be many things that 
increaſe vanity, what [is] man the. better for all his 

12 wealth and honour, all his labours and anxieties? For who 
knoweth what [is] good for man in [this] life, all the 
days of his vain life which he ſpendeth as a ſhadow ? 
for who can tell a man what ſhall be after him under 
the ſun? Whatever his circumſtances are, he muſt not 
dream of any enjoyment in mortal life that ſhall be free from 
à mixture of vanity, ſince it appears in ſo many ſhapes, that 
we hardly know what is beſt for us; 3 conſidering 
the uncertainty of events that may ariſe during our lives and 
after our deaths. 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. eee how differently earthly things are 
diſtributed by providence, we may be ſure that 
they are not the beſt things. God often gives wealth, and 
honour, and children to the wicked; to thoſe who have no 
wiſdom or grace to improve them; which is a plain proof 
that he does not eſteem them as his choiceſt favours : there- - 
fore let us not ſeek them inordinately; nor value ourſelves 
too much upon them. Let us be content and thankful with. 
out them: eſpecially if we have been taught to ſeek better 
bleſſings, and hope for ſubſtantial, everlaſting good. 

2. Whatever differences and diſtinctions there are among 
men, they all go to one place, The rich and the poor, the 
aged and the young, the wiſe and the fooliſh, go alike to 

the grave, the land of filence and darkneſs. We are all 
| but men of the earth, and muſt quickly return thither 
F” again; let this thought check the riſings of pride, envy, 
| and detraction; and promote candour, * and love. 


| 3. How kind is God in giving us the neceſſaries of life fo 

[a eaſily, and in puniſhing our inordinate paſſions with diſap- 

pointment. To be contented with what nature requires, and 
| re 
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reſtrain inordinate deſires, is a moſt important branch of wiſ- 
dom. God has conſulted our comfort in giving us neceſſary 
proviſions for the body; but if we will ſuffer defire to 
wander, it will bring home nothing but vexation and tor- 
ment. Let the poor be diligent, frugal, and contented ; 
they will then be better eſteemed, and live more comfort- 
ably, than thoſe who are always coveting and never ſatisfied. 
4. Since man knoweth not what is good for himſelf, let us 
rejoice in the over-ruling providence of God, We can ſee 
buta little way before us; often chooſe and purſue what we 
cannot obtain; or, if we obtain it, what only increaſeth 
vanity, and multiplies cares and ſorrows. We are apt to 
think that good for us which we ſee others eagerly pur- 
ſuing, or what ſuits our ſenſes, and therefore has the ap- 
pearance of good, but we are commonly deceived. We 
know not the events that are before us; therefore this 
ſhould prevent our being anxious about our projects, eager 
in our purſuits, or ſanguine in our expectations. Let us 
bleſs God for the views which his word gives us of a par- 
ticular providence, and its aſſurances that all his creatures 
are under his immediate government and direction. Tho?* 
we know not what is good for us, he does, and will with- 
hold no good thing from them who walk uprightly, Let 
us e take the ſureſt, ſnorteſt courſe to be eaſy and 
happy; namely, to be anxious about nothing, but in every 
thing by prayer and ſupplication with thankſgiving, make known 
our requeſts unto God. | | 


ro— Mc. 1 W een. © 


CHAP. VIL 


Solomon proceeds to give Poſitive advices about happineſs, and 
how it is to be obtained; and recommends a care to get and 
keep a good name. | 


2 GOOD name [is] better than precious ointment; 
| it gives a man greater comfort and refreſhment 
while living, than the moſt agreeable perfumes, and pre- 
ſerves him when dead, better than the moſt precious em- 
baiming ;, and the day of death than the day * 


— 
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| birth, as death is the end of his trouble and the commence- 
f | 2 ment of his felicity, and ſeals up his good character. [It is] 
4 better to go to the houſe of mourning, than to go to the 
=: . houſe of feaſting: for that | is] the end of all men; and 
3 the living will lay 17 to his heart; the contemplation of 
death is more defirable and uſeful than any of the enjoyments 
of liſe; it may be expected that ative, lively perſons ſhould 
3 in thoſe circumſtances be impreſſed. Sorrow, a compoſed, 
1 . _ ſerious ſpirit, [is] better than laughter: for by the ſad- 
neſs of the countenance the heart is made better; a- 
Million is helpful to every grace; it fills the heart with 
| Humanily and campaſſion, and gives a ſenſe of the uncertainty 
and vanity of human life; by this means it is more weaned 
* From the world and quickened to embrace true happineſs. 
4 The heart of the wiſe [ts] in the houſe of mourning, 
and chooſes: to indulge ſerious thoughts; but the heart of 
| fools [is] in the houſe of mirth; loves merry meetings, the 
5 aſſembly room, and the playhouſe. [Tt is] better to hear 
the rebuke of the wiſe, he ſharpeſt reproof, than for a 
man to hear the ſong of fools, than mufick or flattery. 
| For as the crackling of thorns under a pot, which makes 
. (16; great noiſe, looks cheerful, but is quickly gone, 1o ¶ is] the 
| laughter of the fool: this alſo [is] vanity, Another 
+ :., method to be happy is to command our paſſions when we have 
| + received injury. Surely oppreſſion maketh a wiſe man 
| 
| 
| 
| 


mad and a gift deſtroyeth the heart; it is very painful 
to be oppreſſed in judgment, eſpecially when there is reaſon 

to believe that the judge hath been bribed; it tranſports a 
man to unuſual rage, and puts him upon ſome irregular con- 

\ 8 du: This is a reaſon for patience, for Better [is] the end 
of a thing than the/ beginning thereof : [and] the pa- 
tient in ſpixit {is] better than the proud in ſpirit ; if 
men would wait the progreſs of an affair they would ſee it 
mend asit goes on; but 2 that is haſty and impatient often 
05 9 undoes himſelf by his ungoverned temper. Be not haſty in 
0, thy ſpirit to be angry: for anger reſteth in the boſom 
| of fools; it makes a viſit ſometimes to a wiſe man, but he 
| ſoon diſmiſſes'the gueſt, he is not eafily provoked, nor long 
angry; but fools retain it, turn it into a boſom friend, and 
dg as palſion direfis, Another way to happineſs 13 10 cor- 
3 rec 
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10 ref? a — temper. Say not thou, What is [the £ 
cauſe] that the tormer days were better than theſe? for 
thou doſt not enquire wiſely concerning this; we 49 not | 
know that they were better; there have been good and bad 
in all ages. We read much of the veſt and little of the worſt 
God has wiſe reaſons for the preſent Nate of things; there is 
uo age ſo bad but we may be good init, and thoſe that are 
moſt free in their complaints, may be ſure that there are ſome 
perſons not ſo good as they ſhould be, that is, themſelves, or 
11 elſe they would not complain. Wiſdom is] good with an 
inheritance : and [by it there 1s] profit to them that ſee 
the ſun; otherwiſe a rich man is only more ridiculous, 
12 wicked, and miſchievous. For wiſdom [is] a defence, 
ſand] money [is] a defence; both are uſeful in their 
place; but the excellency of knowledge is, that] wiſ- | 
dom giveth life to them that have it; religious knowledge | 
ſupports under the troubles of life, gives preſent peace, and | 
ſecures everlaſting felicity. Another way to happineſs is to | 
* accommodate ourſelves to the different conduFt of providence. 
13 Conſider the work of God: for who can make [chat] 
ſtraight, which he hath made crooked?” God will pro- 
14 ceed in his own way and we cannot alter his purpoſe, In 
the day of proſperity be joyful, but in the day of ad- 
verſity conſider : God alfo hath ſet the one over againſt | 
the other, to the end that man ſhould find nothing | 
after him. God hath ſo chequered human life, that we cannot | 
from the preſent prognoſticate what will be hereafter, or find | 
any thing upon the whole to complain of, or order for the bet- 
15 ter. All [things] have I ſeen in the days of my vanity : 
there is a juſt [man]. that periſheth in his righteouſneſs, 
or rather, notwithſtanding his righteouſneſs, yea, upon account | 
of it; and there is a wicked [man] that prolongeth [his | 
life] in his wickedneſs; a wicked man ſometimes enjoys 
16 great and long proſperity. Be not righteous over much | 14 
neither make thyſelf over wiſe: why ſhouldſt thou de- i 
ſtroy thyſelf? Do not expoſe yourſelves lo calamity by im- | F 
prudence, exceſſive rigour, or intemperate zeal, which may | 
bring upon you contempt and perſecution. On the other hand, | Ta 
17 Be not over much wicked, neither be thou fooliſh : | 


why ſhouldft thou die before thy time? The greateſt | 
danger 


— 
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/ danger lies on the other fide, of bringing miſchief upon your- 
| ſelves by criminal indulgences, by the hand of a magiſtrate, 
| or of God. Theſe two verſes are ſimilar to our Lord's ex- 
WM -18 hortation, * Be wiſe as ſerpents and harmleſs as doves.” by 
E | is] good that thou ſhouldſt take hold of this; yea, alſo 
: | from this withdraw not thine hand : for he that feareth 
| God ſhall come forth of them all : it is good to take care 
[| in both theſe reſpetts; a truly pious, conſcientious man twill 
0 prudentiy decline dangers, and faithfully perform his duty. 
5 19 Wiſdom ſtrengtheneth the wiſe more than ten mighty 
N [men] which are in the city, in particular by leading 
them to avoid extremes. It is not to be expetted it will be ſo 
| diligently purſued and regarded, as to preſerve men from all 
(\ 20 error and miſery; For, or rather ſurely, [there is] not a 
| | Juſt man upon earth, that doeth good, and ſinneth not, 
| | therefore they have more need of my inſtructions; and par- 
l 21 ticularly, Alſo take no heed unto all words that are 
| ' ſpoken; leſt thou hear thy ſervant curſe thee ; be not 
| ſevere in cenſuring private injuries; if you have a regard 
| to your own peace, do not hearken to tatlers and talebearers, 
| nor be too inquiſitive what people ſay or think of you; elſe 
| you will meet with vexatious reports from ſome who are your 
inferiors, who depend upon you and are obliged to you. To 
ſee and not to ſee, 1o hear and not to hear, is a ſecret which 
22 will be very uſeful to a man in his journey thro life. For 
oftentimes alſo thine own heart knoweth that thou thy- 
| ſelf likewiſe haſt curſed others, who have been equally thy 
| | ſuperiors, and treated the reputation of others as unkindly 
| as thy own is treated; learn therefore to make candid al- 
Iowances, and conſider the weakneſs and depravity of human 
| nature. 
23 All this have Il proved by wiſdom: I faid, I will be 
| 


wiſe; but it [was] far from me; I found great difficulty 

in getting wiſdom, and did not keep to my «on good reſolu- 

F 24 ion. I hat which is far off, and exceeding deep, who 
4 can find it out? The compaſs is ſo large, and temptations 
„ fo many, that both my knowledge and virtue had their im- 
} 25 perfeftions. I applied mine heart to know, and to ſearch, 
/ and to ſeek out wiſdom, and the reaſon [of things,] 
| and to know the wickedneſs of folly, even of _— 
neſs 
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neſs [and] madneſs, what was the greateſt folly and mad- 


26 nejs a man could be chargeable with. And I find more 


bitter than death the woman, whoſe heart [is] ſnares 
and nets, [and] her hands [as] bands: whoſo pleaſeth 
God ſhall eſcape from her; but the ſinner ſhall be 
taken by her. I found nothing more puzzling to the human 
underſtanding and dangerous to virtue than the arts of a 
wicked woman; the groſſer ſnares and a fondneſs for meats 
and drinks, a watchful, pious man may eſcape; but ſhe is ja 
great a plague, that God often gives a man up to her, as a 
27 puniſhment for his former fins. Behold, this have I found, 
faith the preacher, [counting] one by one, to find our 
28 the account: Which yet my ſoul ſeeketh, but I find 
not : one man among a thouſand have I found; but a 
woman among all thoſe have I not found, He diligently 
obſerved the charatters of all about him, and found very few 
men worthy of friendſhip and throughly to be truſted, whoſe 
real ſentiments and diſpoſitions he could find out; and fewer 
women that were ſo; he had generally found more wiſdom, 
goodneſs, true friendſhip, and leſs artifice among men tian 
29 women; but this is not to be charged upon God: Lo, this 
only have I found, that God hath made man upright; 
but they have ſought out many inventions; they have 
ted their own ways, corrupted their original integrity, 
and deviſed many excuſes for neglecting their duty, — This 
chapter is ſo practical that we need not enter upon any par- 
ticular reſlections. Let it be ſeriouſly reviewed, that we may 
learn from it to cultivate a ſerious, prudent, humble, patient 
ſpirit ; let the concluding part eſpecially teach young men to 
be exceeding watchful againſt bad women, and exceeding 
cautious in the choice of wives; and younger women to be 
ambitious to retrieve the honour of their ſex, and cultivate 
integrity, openneſs, and honour, which will be pleaſing to 
_—_ and will render them amiable and uſeful in the 
world, 


CHAP, 
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CH AP. VIII. 


Solombn proceeds to ſome prudential directions which will conduct 


a man to true happineſs ; beginning with a general encomium 
upon wiſdom. | 
1 HO [is] as the wiſe [man?] who is ſo excellent 

as he? and who knoweth the interpretation of 
a thing? underſtands things himſelf, and is uſeful to others? 
a man's wiſdom maketh his face to ſhine, and the bold- 
neſs of his face ſhall be changed; it gives him an agree- 


able countenance, takes-away every thing moroſe, ſour, and 


forbidding, and gains him reſpef and eſteem. 
2 I [counſel thee] to keep the king's commandment in 
all lawful things, and [that] in regard of the oath of 
God; not merely to avoid his diſpleaſure, but out of a 
3 Principle of conſcience and a regard to God. Be not haſty 
to go out of his ſight, 10 leave his preſence or ſervice thro” 
2 and diſcontent : ſtand not in an evil thing; if thou 
haſt in any reſpett offended, ths? thou mayeſt eſcape him for a 
while, he will find an opportunity io puniſh thee, for he 
4 doeth whatſoever pleaſeth him. Where the word of a 
king [is, there is] power 10 execute his commands: and 
who may ſay unto him, What doeſt thou? who ſpall 
g call him to an account without extreme hazard? Whoſo 
keepeth the commandment, continues dutiful and loyal, 
ſhall feel no evil thing: and a wife man's heart diſcern- 
eth both time and judgment; how to withdraw from pub. 
lick affairs without offending the prince, and when and how 


6 to give him humble advice, Becauſe to every purpoſe 


there 1s time and judgment, therefore the miſery of man 
[is] great upon him; men ſuffer much for want of pru- 
dence in not obſerving and ſeizing fit times, eſpecially in 
7 courts. For he knoweth not that which ſhall be: for 
who can tell him when 1t ſhall be ? he neither knows nor 
can any one tell im when the like opportunity will return. 


2 [There is] no man that hath power over the ſpirit to 


retain the ſpirit ; neither [hath he] power in the day of 
death: and [there is] no diſcharge in [that] war; 
neither ſhail wickedneſs deliver thoſe that are given to 


| 
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it. Probably this is ſaid with particular reference to prin- 
ces; let them conſider, that there is no giving law to men's 
thoughts, and likewiſe, that death is haſtening towards 
them, when bliey muſt give an account of all their tyranny 
9 and oppre/jion. All this have I ſeen, and applied my 
heart unto every work that is done under the fun : 
[there is] a time wherein one man ruleth over another 
to his own hurt, yea, ſometimes is dethroned and ruined in 

10 this world, And ſo l ſaw the wicked buried, who had 
come and gone from the place of the Holy, that is, the 
ſeat of judgment, which is God's place, and they were 
forgotten in the city where they had ſo done; heir 
pomp vaniſhed with them, and could not ſo much as ſe. 
cure them an honourable remembrance: this [is] alſo 
vanity. | | 

God has denounced a righteous ſentence upon them, but 

1t Becaufe ſentence againſt an evil work is not executed 

+ myers therefore the heart of the ſons of men is fully 

et in them to do evil; hey grow licentious by the delay, 
and think of nothing but doing miſchief. 

12 Though a finner do evil an hundred times, and his 
[days] be prolonged, yet furely I know that it ſhall be 
well with them that fear God, which fear before him; 
who, notwithſtanding all the oppreſſions they ſuffer, continue 

13 obedient to him and their governors: But it ſhall not be 
well with the wicked, neither ſhall he prolong [his] 
days, [which are] as a ſhadow; becauſe he feareth not 
before God: plainly implying that there is a happineſs in 
reſerve for every good man; in compariſon with which, 4 
hungred years of proſperity enjoyed by a finner, are not 
worth mentioning : but they ſee not this diſtinction made at 

14 preſent, There is a vanity which is done upon the 
earth; that there be juſt men,] unto whom it hap- 
peneth according to the work of the wicked; again, 
there be wicked [men] to whom it happeneth accord- 
ing to the work of the righteous; juſt men are reproach- 
Vol. V. K 


4 As eaſtern executions were done ſpeedily, perhaps this may 
intimate, that if God's judgments were as y as their's, they 
would not dare to act as they do. 


* 
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ed, oppreſſed, and perſecuted, and the wicked live in eaſe, 
affluence, and ſplendour : I ſaid that this allo [is] vanity. 
15 Then I commended mirth, becauſe a man hath no 
better thing under the ſun, than to eat, and to drink, 
and to be merry : for that ſhall abide with him of his 
labour the days of his life, which God giveth him un- 
der the ſun; it is better to enjoy the good things of life in 
- the fear of God, than to torment ourſelves with the fear of 
ling them, or to pretend to account for many diſpenſations 

of providence. 
16 When J applied mine heart to know wiſdom, and to 
ſee the buſineſs that is done upon the earth: (for alſo 
[there is that] neither day nor night ſeeth ſleep with 
his eyes ;) to expound this myſtery of providence, I was as 
diligent and ſolicitous as thoſe men are to get wealth, wha 
17 allow no fleep to their eyes: Then I beheld all the work 
of God, that a man cannot find out the work that 1s 
done under the ſun : becauſe though a man labour to 
ſeek [it] out, yet he ſhall not find [it;] yea further; 
though a wiſe [man] think to know [1t,] yet ſhall he 
not be able to find it;] therefore let us not diſquitt our- 
\ ſelves about it, but cheerfully acquieſce in the divine govern- 

ment, 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. JF we defire to be eaſy and happy, we muſt honour 
the king, obſerve the laws of our country and Hot 
unneceſſarily blame the adminiſtration. No argument can 
be drawn from this charge, for paſſive obedience, tho? 
many commentators have attempted it, We are many of 
us under the obligation of the oath of God, and all are 
obliged to allegiance, as being born ſubjects of the king- 
dom, and enjoying the protection of the government. Let 
us then be ſubjełt not for wrath only, but for conſcience ſake : 
and if we would not be afraid of the power, let us do that 

which is good. | 
2. It is a point of great wiſdom in every circumſtance 
and ſtation of life; to attend to times and ſeaſons, and em- 
brace proper opportunities for doing good, This is an 
important 
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important maxim, not only for courtiers, but for all of us. 
Whence is it that man's miſery is ſo great upon him, but 
becauſe he is raſh and thoughtleſs, will not look before 
him, and watch opportunities of honeſtly mending his cir- 
cumſtances and retrieving his errors; but thro* giddineſs 
or dulneſs ſuffers them to ſlip? Hence alſo it is that men 
fall into great and endleſs miſery in the other world; be- 
cauſe they will not hear God's voice to-day, and redeem 
their time. Let us then mind this wiſdom, becauſe time 
is ſhort, death is at the door, and here is no diſcharge in 
that war. 

3. How fad is it to abuſe the patience and goodneſs of 
God! What Solomon ſays of wicked princes, is true of 
other wicked men, v. 11, They know God has paſſed 
ſentence upon them for their iniquities; but becauſe his 
patience bears long with them, they grow hardened, and 
ſin the more. Yet the ſentence will be executed; and tho? 
they live ever ſo long and proſperouſly it a be ill with 
them. May the goodneſs of God then lead us to repentance, 
and his long-ſuffering be to us ſalvation, 

4. We are here taught our duty amidſt the myſterious 
conduct of providence, We ſee good men afflicted, and 
wicked men proſperous; we ſhould not therefore fret or diſ- 
quiet ourſelves about it, but enjoy the good things of life 
with thankfulneſs, cheerfulneſs, and charity. Let us not 
puzzle ourſelves in endeavouring to account for this, for the 
attempt. will be vain ; it is God's ordering, who is infinitely 
-wiſe and good, and the juſtice, beauty, and propriety of 
theſe ſeeming irregularities will appear at laſt. hen 
difficulties therefore occur which we cannot ſolve, let us 
always remember, abide by, and act upon this thought, 

Surely I know that it ſhall be well with them that fear God, 

 wwhich fear before him, v. 12. N 


655 
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| CHAP. IX. 
Solomon having in a former chapter made ſome obſervations on 
the unequal diſtribution of good and evil, he here directs us 
what our condut? ſhould be amidſt theſe myſteries of providence, 
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I OR all this I confidered in my heart even to de- 
clare all this, that the rightcous, and the wile, 
and their works, [are] in the hand of God; are under 
his condutt and protection, he orders their affairs in the 
wiſeſt- and kindeſt manner; therefore we ſhould not com- 
plain, but cheerfully refer events to his diſpoſal : nevertheleſs 
no man knoweth either love or hatred f by] all ¶ that 
is] before them; it does not appear at preſent whether 
2 God loves or hates them. All [things come} alike to 
all: ſthere is] one event to the righteous, and to the 
wicked; to the good and to the clean, and to the un- 
clean; to him that facrificeth, and to him that ſacri- 
ficeth not: as [is] the good, ſo [is] the ſinner; ¶ and] 
3 he that ſweareth, as [he] that feareth an oath, This 
[is] an evil among all ¶ things] that are done under the 
fun, that [there is] one event unto all; his has been a 
great perplexity to my mind, and a flrong temptation : yea, 
alſo the heart of the ſons of men is full of evil, and 
madneſs ¶ is] in their heart while they live, and after 
that [they go] to the dead; they encourage themſelves in 
4 à courſe of wickedneſs, and 1 haften their own death.” For 
to him that 1s joined to all the living there is hope hat 
they may be recovered from their calamitous ſtate; for a 
living dog is better than a dead lion; a living man, in 
the loweſt circumſtances, is more ſerviceable to the world 
5 than the greateſt prince when dead. For the living know 
that they ſhall die, are capable of conſidering and improv- 
ing the thoughts of death: but the dead know not any 
thing, neither have they any more a reward; for the 
memory of them is forgotten; they are incapable of any 
6 thing, and ſoon forgotten. Alſo their love, and their 
hatred, and their envy, is now periſhed; neither have 
they any more a portion for ever in any [thing] that 
is done under the ſun; 70 one ſeeks their favour, or fears 
7 their diſpleaſure : Go thy way, eat thy bread 
with joy, and drink thy wine with a merry heart; or 

| | | G 
* Some ſuppoſe the following verſes to be the obſervations of 
an epicure, who took occaſion to declare his diſbelief of a future 


late; but I take them to be Solomon's words, ſpeaking only 
of the preſent life, 
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God now accepteth thy works: as far as this mortal life 
is in queſtion, inſtead of indulging anxiety, and puzzling 
thyſelf with intricate queſtions, endeavour io live in a cheer- 
ul manner; for if thou art one that feareth God, he ac- 


$ cepteth thee, and would have thee be joyful, Let thy 


garments be always white, neither be ſordid nor ſad; and 
let thy head lack no ointment ; let thy appearance be as 


9 Halen as it imcently may. Live joy ul) with the vifs 


whom thou loveſt, all the days of the life of thy vanity, 
which he hath given thee under the ſun, all the days 
of thy vanity; is ts repeated, to remind us that we are 
not to expett complete ſatigfaction, but to make the moſt we 
can of every relation, to ſweeten the troubles of life: for 
that [is] thy portion in [this] life, and in thy labour 
which thou takeſt under the ſun; yet indulge not in plea- 


ſures ſo far as to become flothful and diſſolute, but attend to 


10 the proper buſineſs of life. Whatſoever thy hand findeth 


to do, do [it] with thy might; for ¶ there is] no work, 
nor device, nor knowledge, nor wiſdom, in the grave, 
whither thou goeſt ; do not preſume loo much on your own 
wiſdom, induſtry, and power, nor yet neglet every proper 
exertion of them. | 

I returned, and ſaw under the ſun, that the race [is] 
not to the ſwift, nor the battle to the ſtrong, neither 
yet bread to the wiſe, nor yet riches to men of under- 
ſtanding, nor yet favour, or preferment, to men of ſkill ; 
but time and chance, or occurrences, (I Kings v. 4.) hap- 
peneth to them all; /udgen accidents ſtart up in which 
all a man's cunning, valour, ſtrength, and influence, are in- 


12 effeJual. For man alſo knoweth not his time: as the 


13 
14 2 great unto me: [There was] a little city, and 


fiſhes that are taken in an evil net, and as the birds that 
are caught in the ſnare; ſo [are] the ſons of men 
ſnared in an evil time, when it falleth ſuddenly upon 
them; they do not foreſee the evils that may come, or the 


day of their death; both may come ſuddeniy : yet wwe are not 


to neglect prudent precautions. | 
T his wiſdom have I ſeen alſo under the fun, and it 


ew men within it ; and there came a great king againſt 
it, and beſieged it, and built great bulwarks againſt it: 
K 3 15 Now 
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15 Now there was found in it a poor wiſe man, and he by 
his wiſdom, by ſome wiſe counſel or ſtratagem, delivered 
the city; yet no man remembered that ſame poor man, 

16 Then faid I, Wiſdom | 1s] better than ſtrength : never- 
theleſs, the poor man's wiſdom [1s] e and his 
words are not heard; ſuch is the folly and ingratitude of 
men, that they pay more regard to external appearances 
than to wiſdom; yet this inſtance ſhows that wiſdom is the 

17 principal thing, for The words of wiſe [men are] heard 
in quiet more than the cry of him that ruleth among 
fools; his words, delivered calmly and without oftentation, 
are more regarded than the noiſe of an inſolent, overbearing 

18 man, Wiſdom [is] better than weapons of war: but 
one ſinner deſtroyeth much good; one fooliſh obſtinate 
man, by his perverſeneſs often puzzles and ruins à good 
cauſe, and defeats the endeavours of the wiſeſt of men. 


REFLECTIONS. 


I. E are here taught not to judge of men by their 
| outward condition, or the events that happen 
to them. Tho? we are ſo often exhorted to this in ſcripture, 
yet we are ready to forget it. God's love and hatred to 
men is not to be eſtimated by their external circumſtances ; 
but tho* the ſame events may happen to both, yet the 
deſign and end of them may be widely different. 

2, We ſee what kind of proviſion the word of God 
makes for our living comfortably. How frequently are we 
admoniſhed to enjoy the good things of life, and conſult 
our own comfort, under the limitation of ſobriety and wiſ- 
dom. God certainly never gave us ſo many- good things 
to be ſnares and temptations to us. It is pleaſing to him 
that we ſhould rejoice in his favours, and ſhow the cheer- 
fulneſs of our minds by our dreſs, diet, and converſe with 
others. It eſpecially becomes thoſe to rejoice in God's 
2 creatures whoſe works he accepts. Innocent mirth 

omes none ſo well as thoſe that are good. There is no 
religion in a ſlovenly dreſs, a meagre diet, or a gloomy 
ſpirit. God would have all his ſervants cheerful, and thus 

fo that their maſter is good, and their work pleaſant. 
; 3. Let 


i 
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3. Let the uncertainty of all earthly things promote in 
us caution, diligence, and prayer : caution that we do not 
exceed in unreaſonable mirth, and live without thought and 
fear. We know that we muſt die, and that there is 
nothing to be done in the grave; therefore we ſhould be 
diligent; embrace every opportunity to do good and get 
good; be active in the buſineſs of our ations, and eſpeci- 
ally in the work of religion. Opportunities will ſoon be 
over; and after death it will be too late to corre& our 
errors and mend our ſtate, To our diligence we ſhould 
alſo add prayer; for he race is not to the ſwift, If it were 
always ſo, men would forget God: but the fact being 
otherwiſe, it is a plain proof of an over-ruling providence, 
and a call to remember our dependence upon him, and 
make our requeſts known to him, | 

4. We muſt not think the worſe of wiſdom, or be 
backward to purſue it, becauſe it is deſpiſed and goes un- 
rewarded, What Solomon obſerved in his time, has been 
obſerved ever ſince, that wiſe and uſeful men are often 
neglected; and noiſy, inſolent fools careſſed. Many who 
ſpend their days and their ſtrength in ſerving their fellow 
creatures, have neither recompenſe nor honour, nor per- 
haps thanks. But we ſhould not be diſcouraged from 
doing our duty by the world's ingratitude. If they are not 
ſenſible of the pains we take for their benefit, we ſhall have 
the ſatisfaction of having done good; at leaſt of having 
honeſtly endeavoured to do it; and God is not unrighteous to 
forget our work and labour of love, but will bountifully re- 


ward it. 


. — ————— 
CHAP. @4. 


7 ne principal deſign of this chapter is to teach us 10 behave 


loyally and dutifully to rulers, as what will contribute to our 

peace and happineſs. MEER 
I E AD flies cauſe the ointment of the apothecary, 
or perfumer, to ſend forth a ſtinking ſavour: [fo 


doth] a little folly him that is in reputation for wiſdom 
K 4 [and] 
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85 [and] honour; the wiſer any man is, the more care he 
' ſhould take of his words and actions; it is not ſo much the 
want of knowledge, as of attention and prudence that leſſens 

ö 2 mer's charafters. A wiſe man's heart [is] at his right 
7 hand; he goes readily and wiſely to work performs things 
55 weit dexterity, in the proper time and manner, and in the 
moſt decent order; but a fool's heart at his left; he goes 

aukwargly to work, and therefore generally miſcarries. 

3 Yea alſo, when he that is a fool walketh by the way, 

his wiſdom faileth [him,] and he faith to every one 

[that] he [is] a fool; he cannot ſo much as conceal his 

folly in the plaineſt things; he betrays his indiſcretion by his 

gait and air; eſpecially by being a few minutes in his com- 

4 pany, you will find he is empty and conceited. If the ſpirit 

- of the ruler riſe up againſt thee, leave not thy place; 

do not grow ſullen and diſcontented, and quit his ſervice; a 

meek, humble behaviour may reconcile him; for yielding 

5 pacifieth great offences. There is an evil [which] I 

ave ſeen under the ſun, as an error [which] proceed- 

6 eth from the ruler; viz. not taking ſufficient care 

* whom he promotes; Folly is ſet in great dignity, 
= and the rich, men of conſiderable rank and ability, fit in 

F low place. I have ſeen ſervants upon horſes, perſons 
of a mean, ſervile, mercenary diſpaſition advanced, and 
princes, men of great worth, walking as ſervants upon 
the earth. But do not on account of theſe irregularities fo- 

8 ment fatiions againſt the government, for He that diggeth 
a pit ſhall fall into it; and whoſo breaketh an hedge, a 

9 ſerpent ſhall bite hm. Whoſo removeth ſtones ſhall 

be hurt therewith; [and] he that cleaveth wood ſhall 
be endangered thereby; he that could remove the antient 
land marks of government, cut in pieces the ſociety to which 
bie belongs, and break the hedge and fence of publick autho- 
10 rity, will find he does it to his orm hurt. If the iron be 
blunt, and he do not whet the edge, then muſt he put 

to more ſtrength :* but wiſdom [is] profitable to direct; 

43 46 1 | @ man 

Some have thought proper to cenſure this as a trifling, im- 
pertinent obſervation; but Homer repreſents Neſtor (the wiſeſt 


among the Greeks) as inſtructing his ſon in the art of pry- 
fence, and mentions this ſimile as an illuſtration, | 
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4 man ſhould exerciſe prudence in the common affairs of life ; 
eſpecially in any attempt to mend a bad government, he had 
— whet his tool before he begins his work, and conſider 
of the proper means beforehand, or elſe he will find it more 
11 difficult and troubleſome. Surely the ſerpent will bite 
without enchantment, that is, without hiffing ;” the wound 
will be felt before the creatures voice is heard; and a bab- 
bler is no better, who without reſerve tells in one place 
what he has heard in another, eſpecially if it be any thin 
12 too free about the government. The words of a vile 
man's mouth [are] gracious, pleaſing to his prince; but 
the lips of a fool will ſwallow up himſelf; bring him to 
13 trouble and ſometimes to death. The beginning of the 
words of his mouth [is] fooliſhneſs: and the end of his 
talk [is] miſchievous madneſs; he works himſelf up into 
a heat, and then ſays what doth miſchief to others, and 
14 brings ruin upon himſelf. A fool alſo is full of words: a 
man cannot tell what ſhall be; and what ſhall be after 
him, who can tell him? Probably a deſcription of the 
fool's manner of talking, who multiplies words unneceſſarily, 
or rather, talks confidently of what he will do, and what 
he will have, and of things paſt, preſent, and to come, or 
in ſuch a fooliſh manner that you cannot tell from cat he is 
ſaying what he will ſay; he rambles on in impertinence. 
15 The labour of the foolith wearieth every one of them, 
becauſe he knoweth not how to go to the city; a foo! 
takes moſt pains about, and yet blunders in the moſt plain and 
16 obvious things. Wo to thee, O land, when thy king [is] 
a child, a weak, fooliſh man, and thy princes eat in the 
morning; are perſons addicted to luxury and intemperance, 
indulging their appetites, when they ſhould be engaged in 
public buſineſs, feaſting in a morning, when they ſhould be 
17 trying important cauſes. Bleſſed [art] thou, O land, 
when thy king is] the ſon of nobles, of an illuſtrious 
family and excellent qualitres, and thy princes eat in due 
ſeaſon, for ſtrength, 40 fit them for their proper buſineſs, 
18 and not for drunkenneſs! By much flothfulneſs the 
building decayeth, the rain gets in and rots it; and 
through idleneſs of the hands the houſe droppeth 
through, This is the caſe in private life; and it is ſo in 
8 goverument; 
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government; by luxury and floth the whole government is 
19 diſordered, and oftentimes diſſolved. A feaſt is made for 
laughter, and wine maketh merry: but money anſwer- 
eth all things ʒ] it procures all worldly advantages; there- 
fore rulers ſhould not waſte the publick treaſure in luxury 
end folly, which they may want to ſupport the flate. | 
20 Curſe not the king, no not in thy thought, neither 
his perſon nor government; and curſe not the rich in 
thy bedchamber: for a bird of the air ſhall carry the 
voice, and that which hath wings fhall tell the matter; 
a proverbial expreſſion, and intimates, that by ſome ſur- 
prizing, unenpected method, it may be diſcovered, as if a 
bird flying by had heard and told it. 


REFLECTION.S. 


1. E here ſee the benefit of wiſdom and prudence, 
even in the common affairs of life. If we have 
nothing to do with the government of the nation, yet we 
ſnould be careful to rule ourſelves and our houſes well. 
Let us cultivate that wiſdom which is profitable to direct; 
and learn it by thought and obſervation on the conduct of 
others. Let us learn to do things readily and dextrouſly ; 
to concert the means well; Jay good plans, and purſue 
them with reſolution and caution; that our judgment may 
not fail us when difficulties occur. There is room for im- 
provement in every branch of wiſdom, and by it we ſhall 
ſave ourſelves much pains, and probably much ſhame. 

2. Let us earneſtly pray that our king may be directed 
in the choice of counſellors and officers under him; that 
perſons of tre worth, honour, and virtue, may not be 
neglected, and men of ſhattered heads, and broken for- 
tunes, advanced; that none may be raiſed to important 
offices, but thoſe who will ſacrifice pleaſure to buſineſs, and 
keep their heads cool for counſel and judgment. Conſider- 
ing how much the welfare of the nation depends upon this, 
it ſhould- be the ſubject of our fervent . prayers; for the 
King's heart is in the hand of the Lord. 

3. We ſhould learn thoſe leſſons of loyalty and ſubjec- 


tion, upon which our comfort and happineſs ſo much de- 
pend, 
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end, and guard againſt a factious, complaining ſpirit. 
I oo many by attempting to cure ſome defects in a well 
ſettled government, have done more harm than good. We 
are in general very incompetent judges of the adminiſtra- 
tion of government; let us not therefore allow ourſelves to 
find fault with it. Reviling thoſe who rule over us, tho? 
done ſecretly, may be known; the providence of God 
may by ſome unſuſpected way diſcover it, and then it will 
turn to our ſhame, and the reproach of our profeſſion. Let 
us therefore lead quiet and peaceable lives in all godlineſs and 
honeſty : fearing God and honouring the king. | 
4. We ſee that diligence and frugality are very neceſſary 
for private perſons, as well as governors, v. 18. By much 
flothfulneſs the building decayeth, and thro* idleneſs of the hands 
the houſe droppeth thre, When men negle& their buſineſs, 
and deſert their ſhops, to purſue their pleaſures or to fit 
with vain perſons, poverty, ſhame, and diftreſs will ſoon 
come upon them. v. 19. A feaſt is made for laughter, and 
wine maketh merry; but money anſwereth all things. Yet this 
muſt be taken with limitation ; for money cannot ſupply the 
wants of the ſoul; cannot ſave from fin, ſorrow, death, 
and hell: but it contains a proper caution, to young men 
eſpecially, not to be expenſive in entertainments, dreſs, or 
equipage; the feaſt of one day may conſume the money 
that ſhould ſupport the family for a week; and leave none 
to do good with, Thoſe who make the moſt ſplendid en- 
tertainments and the greateſt appearance, are generally 
moſt backward to works of piety and charity; for there ts 
neither charity nor juſtice without frugality and prudence: 
but wiſdom is profitable to direct. | 


— — — __ 
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Solomon in this chapter exhorts his readers to liberality, as the 

. beſt antidote againſt the vanity of riches; and then urges a 
ſerious preparation for death and judgment. 

I AST thy bread, or corn, upon the waters: for 

MU thou ſhalt find it after many days. Corn was the 

chief trade of Tudea, and a very profitable one; in alluſion 
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to this Solomon intimates, that what is given is not thrown 
away, but, like corn, is ſent on a voyage, which in return will 


2 richly repay the merchant, Give a portion to ſeven, and 


alſo to eight; give in @ very liberal manner, aud take in 
as many objetts as poſſible, for thou knoweſt not what 
evil ſhall be upon the earth, how ſoon you may want the 
aſſiſtance of others; and you may expe? their help and the 


3 peculiar care of providence if you have been Charitable If 


the clouds be full of rain, they empty { themſelves] 
upon the earth; providence intended they ſhould de jo; and 
God gives us money, not to hoard up, but to de good with: 

and if the tree fall toward the ſouth, or toward the 
north, in the place where the tree falleth, there it ſhall 
be, aud there is no hopes of its bringing forth any more 


fruit. Thus ſhall we ſoon be cut down, and whether we 


have been fruitful or barren, (as oppofite characters as north 
and ſouth) none can raiſe us up to the exerafe of charity any 
more. Let us not frame excuſes for negletting hberabty ; for 


4 He that obſerveth the wind, Jef it ſbould blow away his 
ſeed, ſhall not ſow; and he. that regardeth the clouds, 


who is afraid of 4 2 rain, ſhall not reap, and will mate 
poor work of his * 3 ſo he that withholds his charity 
till every objeftion can be anſwered, will never beſtow it. 


5 As thou knowelt not what [is] the way of the ſpirit, or 


wind, [nor] how the bones {do grow] in the womb of 
her that is with child: even fo thou knoweſt not the 
works of God who maketh all; thou knowefs not what 
<orll be in future; how he may proſper or "pom thee ; 
therefore be not anxious about futurity, do thy duty, and 


6 leave the event to God. In the morning ſow thy feed, 


and in the evening withhold not thine hand: for thou 
knoweſt not whether ſhall proſper, either this or that, 
or whether they both [ſhall be] alike good; in youth and 
age, in proſperity and adverſity, be always doing good, and 
depend upon God for the iſſue. 

Truly the light [is] ſweet; and a pleaſant ¶ thing it 
is] for the eyes to behold the f ſun; life and the comforts 
8 of it are very agreeable: But if a man live many years, 
[and] rejoice in them all; yet let him remember the 
days of darkneſs, adverſity and ſorrow, eſpecially * 
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for they be many. All that cometh [is] vanity; 
therefore be not toe fond of earthly things, but labour to do 
all the good you can, which will afford the moſt comfortable 

9 reflettions. Rejoige, O young man, in thy youth; and 
let thy heart cheer thee in the days of thy youth, and 
walk in the ways of thine heart, and in the fight of 
thine eyes; this is generally underſtood ironically, as if he 
had ſaid, Indulge all the pleaſures ta which your corrupt 
affeclions or natural inclinations lead: but know thou, be 
aſſured of this, that for all theſe things] God will bring 
thee into judgment; let this ſtrike an awe upon thy ſpirits, 
10 and engage thee to be religious. Therefore remove ſor- 
row, or indignation, in alluſion to the pride and haughtine(s 
of youth in deſpiſing the religious advices of their friends, 
from thy heart, and put away evil from thy fleſh; he 
indulgence of irregular appetites and fleſhly luſts: for child- 
hood and y [are] vanity ; expoſed to many ſtrong 
temptations, very precarious, and may ſoon come to a period ; 
therefore by ſerious religion remove evil and ſorrow from 
thee, and remember thy Creator in the days of thy youth, 
while the evil days come not, nor the years draw nigh, when 

 #hou ſhall ſay, I have no pleaſure in them. 


REFLECTIONS. 


I. ET us cultivate and manifeſt that liberal diſ- 
poſition, which Solomon in this chapter recom- 

mends by ſuch weighty arguments, Let us abound in 
acts of kindneſs, according to the abilities God has given 
us, and not think that loſt which is given away: tho? its 
return may be ſlow, yet it will be ſure and happy. We 
know not what evil is before us. Covetous people think 
this a ſtrange argument for charity; they urge it for ſav- 
ing, I may want myſelf;* but this is no wiſdom in Solo- 
mon's opinion, for by charity we ſecure ſomething, and 
may expect the kindneſs of men, but particularly the care 
of providence in futare calamities. We ſhould obſerve the 
clouds, they do not hoard up their ftores and grow bigger 
and bigger, but empty themſelves and make the earth 
fruitful. Our opportunities will ſoon be over, =_ our 
' . ture 
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future ſtate fixed: and our. being charitable or covetous 
will have a great influence upon it. Let us not therefore 
plead thoſe idle excuſes which are ſo common in the 
mouths of worldly men, but do good to all that we can, 
and truſt providence with every future event; let us not be 
weary in well doing, for in due time we ſhall reap if we faint 
not. | 

2. Let all, eſpecially the young, ſeriouſly think of and 
Prepare for death and judgment, for they are moſt ready to 
torget it. However pleaſant your path may be, and tho 
light may ſhine around you on every fide, yet remember the 
days of darkneſs; you muſt expect your ſhare of trouble and 


ſorrow. Do not raiſe your expectations too high, but be 


moderate in your purſuits and enjoyments; affliction and 
death will certainly come; and after death the judgment. 
Loung people ſhould recolle& the vanity of childhood and 
youth; what dangerous temptations ſurround them, and how 
uncertain life is; and ſhould conſider the future judgment 
to correct their love of pleaſure, and keep them from ſen- 
ſual mirth. But if they will deſpiſe the advice of their 
friends, and wall in the way of their own hearts, they will 
bring evil upon their fleſh and ſorrow upon their ſouls, and 
will have a dreadful account to give at laſt. Let us all 


therefore, ſeeing we look for ſuch things, be diligent, that we 
may be found of kim in peace at his appearing. 


ht 


— 


CHAP. XII. 


Solomon here recommends piety to young people, from a view of 
the infirmities of approaching age, and the proſpect of ſudden 


dlieath; and urges a regard to what he had been ſaying from 


. his own wiſdom and care, and the excellency of ſuch kind of 
writings: and concludes with recommending religion as what 
_ was abſolutely neceſſary to come off well in the future judg- 
ment. This chapter is improperly divided from the former, the 
laſt verſe of which is connected with the beginning of this; the 
moſt effeflual method to put away evil and ſorrow, and to 
relieve the vanity of childhood and youth, is what he here 


exhorts to. 
| 1 REMEM- 
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L EMEMBER now thy Creator, think of him, fear, 


the evil days come not, that is, the days of old age, which 
are full of trouble and ſorrow, nor the years draw nigh, 
when thou ſhalt ſay, I have no pleaſure in them; 
2 While the ſun, or the light, or the moon, or the ſtars 
be not darkened, before the comforts of life are obſcured by 
the dulneſs of the ſenſes ; nor the clouds return after the 
rain; when one infirmity being removed, or à little abated, 
3 another ſucceeds, or the former returns: In the day when 
the keepers of the houſe, he hands, ſhall tremble, and 
the ſtrong men, 7he legs, ſhall bow themſelves, and the 
grinders ceaſe becauſe they are few, the teeth be looſened, 
and drop out, and thoſe that look out of the windows be 
4 darkened, that is, the ſight be decayed; And the doors ſhall 
be ſhut in the ſtreets, en the mouth can hardly be opened 
to eat or ſpeak, when the ſound of the grinding is low, 
the digeſtion weak and diſordered; and he ſhall riſe up at 
the voice of the bird, be eaftly awakened by every little 
noiſe, and riſe early becauſe his reſt is broken, and all the 
daughters of muſick ſhall be brought low, the ear and 
voice ſhall fail, ſo that he can neither ſing himſelf, nor take 
5 pleaſure in the muſict of others; Alſo [when] they ſhall 
be afraid of [that which is] high, and fears | ſhall be] in 
the way, when the ſpirits being broken, men grow timorous; 
dare not venture on high places, ſtumble at every clod, and 
fear where no fear is; and the almond tree ſhall flouriſh, 
the hair ſhall grow white, and the graſhopper ſhall be a 


burden, it but leap on them it ſhall put them into a fright, ' 


or out of humour; and the defire ſhall fail, all appetite or 
reliſh for former pleaſures be loſt: becauſe man goeth to 
his long home, is juſt dying, and the mourners go about 
the ſtreets, every funeral reminds him of his own: the next 
verſe does not refer to the conſequences of old age, but is 
another argument for early piety, viz. that even in youth 
6 death may come ſuddenly: Or ever the ſilver cord, the white 

nervous ſubſtance on the back bone, on which the motion of 
the lower parts depend, be looſed, or the golden bowl be 
broken, hat is, the brain, eſpecially its yellow covering; or 
the pitcher be broken at the fountain, or the wheel 


broken 


and ſerve him, in the days of thy youth, while 
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broken at the ciſtern, that is, the vital motion of the heart 
aud lungs (ſo neceſſary to the circulation of the blood) ceaſe : 
fo curious is the contexture of the human frame, that its life 
is as eafily and as ſuddenly deſtroyed as the motion of ſome 
camplex machine 1s ſtopped, by loofing a cord, or breaking a 
7 bowl, or difordering a ſingle wheel, Then ſhall the duſt 
return to the earth as it was: and the fpirit ſhall return 
| unto God who gave it, to be fixed in its proper everlaſting 
abode. This is the end of human life, and thus have I largely 
demonſtrated the propojition T ſet out with. 
8 Vanity of vanities, faith the preacher; all [is] vanity. 
9 And moreover, becauſe the preacher was wiſe, he till 
taught the people knowledge; yea, he gave good heed, 
and ſought out, [and] ſet in order many proverbs; his 
diſcourſe is not a haſty performance, but the reſult 7 deep 
10 reflection and careful obſervation. The preacher ſought 
to find out acceptable words: and that which was] 
written [was] upright, [even] words of truth; he de- 
11 ſigned to pleaſe as far as he could conſiſtent with truth. The 
words of the wiſe [are] as goads, and as nails faſtened 
{ by] the maſters of aſſemblies, the words of the preacher 
ars not only true but affecting; like goads quickening us to 
duty; or like nails that take faſt hold, and leave an abiding 
| impreſſion upon the mind, when driven by the maſters of 
aſſemblies, the preachers of truth, [which] are given from 
one ſhepherd ; an alluſſon to the maſter ſhepherd, who gives 
4 goad to him that drives the plough, or a nail to him that is 
to repair a building; ſo God, the great ſhepherd, has teachers 
and officers under him; no goads, no nails, are like his word. 
12 And further, by theſe, by what has been ſaid already, 
my fon, be admoniſhed: of making many books there 
is} no end; 1 could eaſily write large volumes of theſe 
matters, but that is needleſs, ſeeing things neceſſarily lie in a 
narrow compaſs; and much ſtudy [is] a wearineſs of the 
fleſh; a man may tire himſelf, and waſte his ſtrength and 
ſpirits in ſearch of natural knowledge, but never arrive at 
full ſatisfaction. | | 
13 Let us hear the concluſion of the whole matter, my 
great deſign and the moſt important end of all I ſiave ſaid, 
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[is] the whole [duty] of man; kis whole duty and in- 
14 tereſt, for this weighty reaſon, with which I conclude, For 
God ſhall bring every work into judgment, with ev 
ſecret thing, whether [it be] good, or whether [it be) 
evil; t here all things come alike to all, our intentions 


as well as actions ſhall then be rewarded or puniſhed, ac- 


cording to their reſpettive natures. 
REFLECTIONS. 


I. ET young people be entreated to attend to Solo- 
L mon's advice; often to think of him who gave 
them their being, to conſider what duties they owe him, to 
make a ſenſe of him familiar to their minds, and to live in 
his fear and love; for this will ſoften the infirmities of age, 
or reconcile them to an early death. | 
2, This beautiful deſcription of the infirmities of old age 
may be ſerviceable to all; particularly to old perſons, to 
whom it ought to be familiar, and who ſhould feel the force 
of every part of the deſcription. Old age was the ſame in 
Solomon's days as in ours; its infirmities pothing but 
what are common to men, and therefore ſhould be patiently 
| borne. Let us pity the aged, endeavour to make their 
burdens as light as poſſible, and not increaſe them by con- 
tempt ot _— 
3. If all that Solomon has faid of the vanity of the world 
does not convince us, great will be our folly and guilt; 
we ſhall ere long know the truth of it by bitter experience, 
and be aſhamed of not believing him ſooner. He has 
plainly proved the fact, and ſhown that it always was and 
will be fact. His concluſions are the reſult of divine in- 
ſpiration, as well as cloſe obſervation of men and things. 
We are not put off with trite remarks, and what comes 
next to hand; but have the ſtrongeſt arguments methodi- 
cally ranged, and all the arts of — uſed to enforce 


his admonitions. Therefore let us believe that all is 
vanity, and act conſiſtently with ſuch a belief. Eſpecially, 
© 4. Let us hear the concluſion of the whole matter. It 
cannot, be too often repeated: to ſtand in awe of God, 

A worſhip 


Vol. V. : 
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viz, Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this 
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worſhip him religiouſly, and obſerve all his command- 
ments, is the whole of man. This knowledge is plain. To 
compoſe and read many books is needleſs. If the ſerip- 
tures will not make us wiſe, no other books will. Re- 
ali Wakes Mes des Dn pal care of all, 
young and old, rich and z for there is a day coming 
when every work and ſecret Re whink ſhall be brought into 
judgment. And let us remember that we are then to give 
an account of what attention we have paid to this book, 


fi what — we have gained by this illuſtration | 
of it. 
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The SONG of SOLOMON.+ 


CHAPTER I. 


I HE ſong of ſongs, which [is] Solomon's. 
2 | Let him kiſs me with the kiſſes of his mouth: 
3 for thy love [is] better than wine, Becauſe 
of the favour of thy good ointments thy name [is as] 
ointment poured forth, therefore do the virgins love 
4 thee. Draw me, we will run after thee: the king 
hath brought me into his chambers : we will be glad 
and rejoice in thee, we will remember thy love more 
5 than wine: the upright love thee. I ſam] black, but 
comely, O ye daughters of Jeruſalem, as the tents of 
6 Kedar, as the curtains of Solomon. Look not upon 
me, becauſe I [am] black, becauſe the ſun hath looked 
upon me: my mother's children were angry with me; 
they made me the keeper of the vineyards; [but] 
7 mine own vineyard have I not kept. Tell me, O thou 
whom my ſoul loveth, where thou feedeſt, where thou 
makeſt [thy flock] to reſt at noon: for why ſhould I 
be as one that turneth aſide by the flocks of thy com- 
panions ? | | 
8 If thou know not, O thou faireſt among women, go 
thy way forth by the footſteps of the flock, and feed 
9 thy kids beſide the ſhepherds? tents. I have compared 
thee, O my love, to a company of horſes in Pharaoh's 
10 chariots. oy cheeks are comely with rows [of jewels, ] 
11 thy neck with chains [of gold.] We will make thee 
borders of gold with ſtuds of filver, 
12 While the king * at his table, my ſpikenard 
13 ſendeth forth the thereof. A bundle of myrrh 
| L 2 | [is] 
+ There is neither tion nor improvement + chapters 
of this Book in Mr. — Manuſcripts. . ave 
been his opinion of the authenticity of that Book, or the pro- 
priety of admitting it into the ſacred Canon, this I am well ſa- 


tisfied of, that he thought it improper to be read or expounded 
either in publick or in families, Epir. 
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lis] my well-beloved unto me; he ſhall lie all night 

14 betwixt my breaſts. My beloved [is] unto me, [as] 
a cluſter of camphire in the vineyards of En-gedi. 

. 15 Behold, thou [art] fair, my love; behold, thou [art] 

16 fair; thou [haſt] doves' eyes. Behold, thou [art] fair, 
my beloved, yea, pleaſant: alſo our bed [is] green. 

17 _ beams of our houſe [are] cedar, [and] our rafters 
of fir, 


EC . 2 ] ¶ 2NA2QæQ —— ͤ CY 
| CHAP, U. 
1 FT [AM] the roſe of Sharon, [and] the lily of the 


2 valleys. As the lily among thorns, ſo [is] my 4 


3 love among the daughters. As the apple tree among 
the trees of the wood, ſo [is] my beloved among the 
ſons. I fat down under his ſhadow with great delight, 

4 and his fruit [was] ſweet to my taſte, He brought me 

to the banqueting houſe, and his banner over me [was] 

5 love. Stay me with flagons, comfort me with apples: 

6 for I [am] fick of love. His left hand [is] wk my 

7 head, and his right hand doth embrace me. I charge 

you, O ye daughters of Jeruſalem, by the roes, and 

y the hinds of the field, that ye ſtir not up, nor awake 
[my] love, till he pleaſe. 

8 The voice of my beloved! behold, he cometh leap- 

9 ing upon the mountains, ſkipping upon the hills. My 
beloved is like a roe, or a young hart: behold, he 
ſtandeth behind our wall, he looketh forth at the win- 

10 dows, ſhewing himſelf through the lattice. My beloy- 
ed ſpake, and faid unto me, Riſe up, my love, my 

11 fair one, and come away. For, lo, the winter is paſt, 

12 the rain is over [and] gone; The flowers appear on 

the earth; the time of the ſinging [of birds] is come, 

13 and the voice of the turtle is heard in our land; The 
fig tree putteth forth her green figs, and the vines 
[with] the tender grape give a [good] ſmell. Ariſe, 

my love, my fair one, and come away. 

14 - O my dove [that art] in the clefts of the rock, in 
the ſecret [places] of the ſtairs, let me ſee thy coun- 

| tenance 
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tenance, let me hear thy voice; for ſweet [is] thy 
15 voice, and thy countenance [is] comely. Take us the 
| foxes, the little foxes, that ſpoil the vines: for our 
vines [have] tender grapes. _ INIT 
16 My beloved, [is] mine, and I [am] his: he feedeth 
among the lilies. Until the day break, and the ſhadows 
flee away, turn my beloved, and be thou like a roe or 
a young hart upon the mountains of Bether. 


. ————.—̃—᷑ . . —5v, äſ— ̃ ̃— —— ———— 
: CHAP, III. 

1 TD night on my bed I fought him whom my ſoul 

loveth : I ſought him, but I found him not. 

2 I will riſe now, and go about the city in the ſtreets, 

and, in the broad ways I will ſeek him whom my ſoul 

3 loveth: 1 ſought him, but I found him not. The 

watchmen that go about the city, found me: [to whom 

4 1 faid,] Saw ye him whom my foul loveth ? [It was] 

but a little that I paſſed from them, but T found him 

whom my ſoul loveth: 1 held him, and would not let 

him go, until I had brought him into my mother's 

houſe, and into the chamber of her that concerved me, 

5 I charge you, O ye daughters of Jeruſalem, by the 

roes, and by the hinds of the field, that ye ſtir not up, 
nor awake [my] love, till he pleaſe. 1 

6 Who ſv this that cometh out of the wilderneſs like 

pillars of ſmoke, perfumed with myrrh and frankin- 

7 cenſe, with all powders of the merchant ? Behold his 

bed, which [is] Solomon's; threeſcore valiant men 

8 [are] about it, of the valiant of Iſrael, They all hold 

words, | being] expert in war: every man [hath] his 

ſword upon his thigh becauſe of fear in the night. 

9 King Solomon made himſelf a _ of the wood of 

10 Lebanon. He made the pillar thereof [of] filver, 

the bottom thereof [of] gold, the covering of it [of] 

purple, the midſt thereof bei paved [with] love, for 

11 the daughters of Jeruſalem. Go forth, O ye daugh- 

ters of Zion, and behold king Solomon with the crown 

e wherewith 
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wherewith his mother crowned him in the day of his 
eſpouſals, and in the day of the gladneſs of his heart. 


CHAP. IV, 


I EHOLD, thou ſart] fair, my love; behold, 
thou [art] fair; thou [haſt] doves' eyes within 

thy locks : thy hair [is] as a flock of goats, that ap- 

2 pear from mount Gilead, Thy teeth [are] like a flock 
[of ſheep that are even] ſhorn, which came up from 
the waſhing ; whereof every one bear twins, and none 

3 [is] barren among them. Thy lips [are] like a thread 
of ſcarlet, and thy ſpeech ſis] comely: thy temples 
[are] like a piece of a pomegranate within thy locks. 

4 Thy neck [1s] like the tower of David builded for an 
armory, whereon there hang à thouſand bucklers, all 

5 ſhields of mighty men. Thy two breaſts [are] like 
two young roes that are twins, which feed among the 

6 lilies. Until the day break, and the ſhadows flee away, 
I will get me to the mountain of myrrh, and to the hill 

7 of frankincenſe. Thou [art] all fair, my love; [there 
$ is] no ſpot in thee. Come with me from Lebanon, 
[my] ſpouſe, with me from Lebanon : look from the 
top of Amana, from the top of Shenir and Hermon, 
from the lions? dens, from the mountains of the 

9 Jeopards, Thou haſt raviſned my heart, my ſiſter, 
Im] ſpouſe; thou haſt raviſhed my heart with one of 
10 thine eyes, with one chain of thy neck. How fair 1s 
thy love, my ſiſter, [my] ſpouſe! how much better is 
thy love than wine! and the {mell of thine ointments 
11 than all ſpices] Thy lips, O [my] ſpouſe, drop [as] 
the honeycomb: honey and milk [are] under thy 
tongue; and the ſmell of thy garments [is] like the 
12 ſmell of Lebanon. A garden incloſed [is] my ſiſter, 
13 [my] ſpouſe; a ſpring ſhut up, a fountain ſealed. Thy 
_ . Plants [are] an orchard of pomegranates, with plea- 
14 fant fruits; camphire, with ſpikenard, Spikenard and 
ſaffron; calamus and cinnamon, with all trees of 
frankincenſe; myrrh and aloes, with all or chief 
pices ; 
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15 ſpices : A fountain of gardens, a well of living waters, 

, — x — from Lebanon. 1 

16 Awake, O north wind; and come thou ſouth; blow 

upon my garden, [that] the ſpices thereof may flow out. 

Let my beloved come into his garden, and eat his 
pleaſant fruits, digte 


1 AM come into my garden, my ſiſter, [my] ſpouſe; 
I I have gathered my myrrh with my [Suk [yt 
eaten my honeycomb with my honey ; I have drunk my 
wine with my milk: eat, O friends, drink, yea, drink 
abundantly, O beloved. - 

2 I ſleep, but my heart waketh: [it is] the voice of 
my beloved that knocketh, {ſaying,] * to me, my 
liter, my love, my dove, my undefiled: for my head 
is filled with dew, (and] my locks with the drops of the 

3 night. I have put off my coat; how ſhall I put it on? 

4 I have waſhed my feet; ſhall I defile them? My 
beloved put in his hand by the hole [of the door, ] and 

5 my bowels were moved for him. I roſe up to open to 
my beloved; and my hands dropped with myrrh, and 
my fingers [with] ſweet ſmelling myrrh, upon the 

6 handles of the lock. I opened to my beloved; but my 
beloved had withdrawn himſelf, [and] was gone: my 
foul failed when he ſpake: I ſought him, but I could 

not find him, I called him, but he gave me no anſwer, 

7 The watchmen that went about the city found me, they 
ſmote me, they wounded- me; the kezpers of the walls 

8 took away my veil from me. I charge you, O daugh- 
ters of Jeruſalem, if ye find my beloved, that ye tell 
him, that I ſam] fick of love. 

9 What [is] thy beloved more than [another] beloved, 
O thou faireſt among women? what is] thy beloved 

| more than ¶ another] beloved, that thou doſt ſo charge 

1 10 us? My beloved ſis] white and ruddy, the chiefeſt 

| 11 among ten thouſand, His head [is as] the moſt fine 
gold, his locks [are] buſhy, [and] black as a raven. 

L 4 12 His 
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wherewith his mother crowned him in the day of his 


eſpouſals, and in the day of the gladneſs of his heart, 


CHAP. IV. 


I EHOLD, thou [art] fair, my love; behold, 
thou [art] fair; thou [haſt] doves' eyes within 

thy locks : thy hair [is] as a flock of goats, that ap- 

2 pear from mount Gilead, Thy teeth [are] like a flock 
| [of ſheep that are even] ſhorn, which came up from 
the waſhing ; whereof every one bear twins, and none 

3 {is] barren among them. Thy lips [are] like a thread 
of ſcarlet, and thy ſpeech is] comely: thy temples 
[are] like a piece of a pomegranate within thy locks. 

4 Thy neck [1s] like the tower of David builded for an 
armory, whereon there hang a thouſand bucklers, all 

5 ſhields of mighty men. Thy two breaſts [are] like 
two young roes that are twins, which feed among the 

6 lilies. Until the day break, and the ſhadows flee away, 
I will get me to the mountain of myrrh, and to the hill 

7 of frankincenſe. Thou [art] all fair, my love; [there 
8 is] no ſpot in thee. Come with me from Lebanon, 
[my] ſpouſe, with me from Lebanon : look from the 
top of Amana, from the top of Shenir and Hermon, 
from the lions? dens, from the mountains of the 

9 leopards, Thou haſt raviſned my heart, my fiſter, 
Im] ſpouſe; thou haſt raviſhed my heart with one of 
10 thine eyes, with one chain of thy neck. How fair 1s 
thy love, my ſiſter, [my] ſpouſe! how much better is 
thy love than wine! and the ſmell of thine ointments 
11 than all ſpices! Thy lips, O {my] ſpouſe, drop [as] 
the honeycomb: honey and milk [are] under thy 
tongue; and the ſmell of thy garments [is] like the 
12 ſmell of Lebanon. A garden incloſed [is] my ſiſter, 
13 [my] ſpouſe; a ſpring ſhut up, a fountain ſealed. Thy 

_ .. Plants [are] an orchard of ates, with plea- 
14 fant fruits; camphire, with ſpikenard, Spikenard and 
ſaffron ; calamus and cinnamon, with all trees of 
frankincenſe; myrrh and aloes, with all the chief 
ſpices; 
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15 ſpices: A fountain of gardens, a well of living waters, 
515 2 
16 Awake, O north wind; and come thou ſouth; blow 
upon my den, [ that] the ſpices thereof may flow out. 
Let my beloved come into his garden, and eat his 
pleaſant fruits, Burt 


F CHA Ev. Fe: 

1 AM come into my garden, my ſiſter, [my] ſpouſe ; 
I I have gathered my myrrh with my Gies: Fines 
eaten my honeycomb with my honey ; I have drunk my 
wine with my milk: eat, O friends, drink, yea, drink 
abundantly, O beloved. - 

2 I ſleep, but my heart waketh: [it is] the voice of 
my beloved that knocketh, [ſaying,] Open to me, my 
liter, my love, my dove, my undefiled: for my head 
is filled with dew, (and] my locks with the drops of the 

3 night. I have put off my coat; how ſhall I put it on? 

4 I have waſhed my feet; how ſhall I defile them? My 
beloved put in his hand by the hole [of the door, ] and 

5 my bowels were moved for him. I roſe up to open to 
my beloved; and my hands dropped with myrrh, and 
my fingers {with] ſweet ſmelling myrrh, upon the 

6 handles of the lock. I opened to my beloved; but my 
beloved had withdrawn himſelf, [and] was gone: my 
foul failed when he ſpake: I ſought him, but I could 
not find him I ealled him, but he gave me no anſwer. 

7 The watchmen that went about the city found me, they 
ſmote me, they wounded me; the kezpers of the walls 

8 took away my veil from me. I charge you, O daugh- 
ters of Jeruſalem, if ye find my beloved, that ye tell 
him, that I [am] ſick of love. | 

9 What [is] thy beloved more than [another] beloved, 
O thou faireſt among women? what {is] thy beloved 
more than [another] beloved, that thou doſt ſo charge 

10 us? My beloved [is] white and ruddy, the chiefeſt 
11 among ten thouſand, His head [is as] the moſt fine 
gold, his locks [are] buſhy, [and] black as a raven. 
1 12 His 
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12 His eyes [are] as [the eyes] of doves by the rivers of 
13 waters, waſhed with milk, [and] fitly ſet. His cheeks 
[are] as a bed of ſpices, [as] ſweet flowers: his lips 
14 [like] lilies, dropping ſweet ſmelling myrrh. His 
bands [are as] gold rings ſet with the beryl: his belly 
15 [is as] bright ivory overlaid [with] ſapphires. His 
egs [are as] pillars of marble, ſet upon ſockets of fine 
gold: his countenance [is] as Lebanon, excellent as 
16 the cedars, His mouth [is] moſt ſweet; yea, he [is] 
altogether lovely. This [is] my beloved, and this [is] 
my friend, O daughters of Jeruſalem. - 


——_— ä —— — ̃— 
757 = # ©, 1, 
1 HIT HER is thy beloved gone, O thou 


faireſt among women? whither is thy beloved 

2 turned aſide? that we may ſeek him with thee, My 

| beloyed is gone down into his garden, to the beds of 

3 ſpices, to feed in the gardens, and to gather lilies, 1 

am] my beloved's, and my beloved [is] mine: he 
edeth among the lilles. —  _ - 

4 Thouſart] beautiful, O my love, as Tirzah, comely 

as Jeruſalem, terrible as [an army] with banners. 

5 Turn away thine eyes from me, for they have over- 

come me: thy hair [is] as a flock of goats that appear 

6 from Gilead, Thy teeth [are] as a flock of ſheep 

which go up from the waſhing, whereof every one 

ee twins, and _=_ is] not one barren _ 

7 them. As a piece of a pomegranate [are] thy temples 

8 within thy — There are threeſcore — . 

fourſcore concubines, and virgins without number. 

9 My dove, my undefiled is [but] one; ſhe [is] the 

[only] one of her mother, ſhe [is] the choice [one] of 

er that bare her. The daughters ſaw her, and bleſſed 

her; [yea,] the queens and the concubines, and they 

10 praiſed her. Who [is] ſhe [that] looketh forth as the 

morning, fair as the moon, clear as the fun, [and] 

11 terrible as [an army] with banners? J went down into 


the garden of nuts to ſee the fruits of the valley, [and] 
| to 
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= 


to ſee whether the vine flouriſhed, [and] the 228 
12 nates budded. Or ever I was aware, my ſoul made 
une [like] the chariots of Ammi-nadib. Return, re- 

* | turn, O Shulamite; return, return, that we may look 

upon thee. What will you ſee in the Shulamite ? As 
it were the company of two armies. 


, — — 
— — — — TT 


C HAP. VII. 


I O W beautiful are thy feet with ſhoes, O prince's 
daughter! the joints of thy thighs [are] like 
jewels, the work of the hands of a cunning work- 
2 man. Thy navel [is like] a round goblet, [which] 
wanteth not liquor: thy belly [is like] an heap of 
3 wheat ſet about with lilies. Thy two breaſts [are] like 
4 two young roes [that are] twins. Thy neck [is] as a 
tower of ivory; thine eyes [like] the fiſh pools in Heſh- 
bon, by the gate of Bath-rabbim : thy noſe [is] as the 
tower of 1 which looketh toward Damaſcus. 
5 Thine head upon thee [is] like Carmel, and the hair 
of thine head like purple; the king [is] held in the 
6 galleries. How fair and how pleaſant art thou, O 
7 love, for — ! This thy ſtature is like to a palm 
$ tree, and thy breaſts to cluſters | of grapes.] I fard, I 
will go up to the palm tree, I will take hold of the 
boughs thereof: now alſo thy breaſts ſhall be as cluſters 
of the vine, and the ſmell of thy noſe like apples; 
9 And the roof of thy mouth like the beſt wine for my 
beloved, that goeth [down] ſweetly, cauſing the lips of 

thoſe that are aſleep to ſpeak. 
10 I am] my beloved's, and his defire [is] toward me. 
11 Come, my beloved, let us go forth into the field ; let 
12 us lodge in the villages. Let us get up early to the 
— let us ſee if the vine flouriſh, [whether] 
e tender grape a and] the pomegranates bud 
13 forth: there will 7 thee my loves. The man- 
drakes give a ſmell, and at our gates [are] all manner of 
leaſant ¶ fruits, ] new and old, [which] I have laid up 

or thee, O my beloved. 


CH AP. 
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CHAP. VIIL 


1 TH AT thou [wert] as my brother, that ſucked 
| the breaſts of my mother! [when] I ſhould find 
. thee without, I would kiſs thee; yea, I ſhould not be 
2 deſpiſed. I would lead thee, and] bring thee into 
my mother's houſe, [who] would inſtruct me: I would 
cauſe thee to drink of ſpiced wine of the juice of my 
3 pomegranate, His left hand [ſhould be} under my 
4 head, and his right hand ſhould embrace me. I charge 
you, O daughters of Jeruſalem, that ye ſtir not up, 
5 nor awake [my] love, until he pleaſe. Who [is] this 
that cometh up from the wilderneſs, leaning upon her 
beloved? I raiſed thee up under the apple tree: there 
thy mother brought thee forth: there ſhe brought 
thee forth [that] bare thee. | 7. 
6 Set me as a ſeal upon thine heart, as a ſeal upon thine 
arm: for love [is] ſtrong as death; jealouſy [is] cruel 
as the grave: the coals thereof [are] coals of fire, 
7 [which hath] a moſt vehement flame. Many waters 
cannot quench love, neither can the floods drown it: 
if a man would give all the ſubſtance of his houſe for 
love, it would utterly be contemned. ö 
We have a little ſiſter, and ſhe hath no breaſts : 
; what ſhall we do for our ſiſter in the day when ſhe ſhall 
9 be ſpoken for? If ſhe [be] a wall, we will build upon 
her a palace of ſilver: and if ſhe [be] a door, we will 
10 incloſe her with boards of cedar. I [am] a wall, and 
my breaſts like towers: then was I in his eyes as one 
11 that found favour. Solomon had a vineyard at Baal- 
hamon : he let out the vineyard unto keepers; eve 
one for the fruit thereof was to bring a thouſand [pieces 
12 of filver. My vineyard, which [1s] mine, [is] before 
me: thou, O Solomon, [muſt have] a thouſand, and 
13 thoſe that keep the fruit thereof two hundred. Thou 
that dwelleſt in the gardens, the companions hearken 
to thy voice: cauſe me to hear 672 
14 Make haſte, my beloved, and be thou like to a roe or 
to a young hart upon the mountains of ſpices. 


The 


— 
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Book of the Prophet I' SA IAH. 


INTRODUCTION, 


JSATAH began to propheſy about ſeven hundred and ſixty 

years before Chriſt, and continued to exerciſe his office in the 
reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, Hezekiah, and Manaſſeh, by 
whom it is generally thought he was ſawn aſunder, after a 
faithful diſcharge of his office for more than ſixty years. He 
was contemporary with the prophets Hoſea, Joel, Amos, and 
Micah, Zh is remarkable for loftineſs of thought and ſtile; his 
images are often borrowed from . appendages of royalty, 
(which were familiar to him, being one of the royal family; ) and 
are elegant and noble. His prophecies, eſpecially of the Meſſiah, 
are ſo clear, minute, and circumſtantial, that they might often 
ſeem to be rather narratives of things paſt, than predictions of 
things to come; hence he is commonly called the Evangelical pro- 
phet; and it is obſerved, that there are more paſſages cited in the 
New Teſtament out of this one prophet, than out of all the others. 
= Of theſe prophecies, the five firſt chapters are generally ſup- 
poſed to have been delivered in the reign of Uzziah, the ſixth in 
the reign of Jotham, the following chapters to the fifteenth, in 
the reign of Ahaz, and the remainder in that of Hezekiah. 


CHAPTER I. 


This chapter contains a ſevere remonſtrance againſt the ingrati- 
tude and corruptions of the jews in that age; warm exhort- 
ations to repentance ; heavy threatenings to the impenitent; and, 
after previous correctious, gracious promiſes of better times. 

1 ＋ H E viſion of Ifaiah, or, the clear diſcovery that 
was made to Iſaiah, the ſon of Amoz, which 
he ſaw concerning Judah and Jeruſalem in 

the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, [and] Hezekiah, 
kings of Judah, The prophet, with a boldneſs and majeſty 
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becoming the herald of the moſt High, begins with calling on 

2 the whole creation to attend when Fehovah ſpeaks. Hear, 

O heavens, and give ear, O earth: for the Loxp hath 

ſpoken, I have nouriſhed and brought up children, and 

3 they have rebelled againſt me. The ox knoweth his 

' owner, and the aſs his maſter's crib: [but] Iſrael doth 

not know their relation to me, my people doth not con- 

4 fider the great things that I have done for them. Ah ſinful 

nation] an — of wonder, anger, grief, and ſhame, 

a people laden with iniquity, guilty of great and heinous 

fins, a ſeed of evil doers, à generation treading in the 

eps of their forefathers, children that are corrupters, or 

deſtroyers, both of themſelves and others: they have for- 

.  faken the Loxp, they have provoked the Holy One of 

Iſrael unto anger, they are gone away backward, grown 

worſe and worſe, and inſolently turned their backs upon me. 

5 Why ſhould ye be ſtricken any more? ye will revolt 

more and more; intimating that corrections were intended for 

their amendment, but that when found ineffectual God would 

© .. ceaſe to uſe them; the whole head is fick, and the whole 

6 heart faint. From the ſole of the foot even unto the 

bead [there is] no ſoundneſs in it; [but] wounds, 

and bruiſes, and putrifying ſores: they have not been 

_ cloſed, neither bound up, neither mollified with oint- 

ment; the whole ſtate is corrupt, and no attempts are made 

7 for reformation. Therefore Your country [is] deſolate, 

Four cities [are] burned with fire: your land, ſtrangers 

devour it in your preſence, and [it is] deſolate, as 

$ overthrown by ſtrangers.* And the daughter of Zion, 

| that is, Jeruſalem, 1s left as a cottage in a vineyard, as 

a lodge in a garden of cucumbers, as a beſieged city; 

it is contemptible, like a mean hut in a vineyard, which is 

not regarded when the vintage is over; or rather, like a 

9 beſieged city, from which every one is glad to flee. Except 

the Lorp of hoſts had left unto us a very ſmall rem- 

4 nant, a few good men, we ſhould have been as Sodom, 

N [and] we ſhould have been like unto Gomorrah, en- 
1 tirely ſwallowed up and deſtroyed. 

10 Hear 


This was probably ' uttered in the reign of Ahaz, or when 
Jeruſalem was befleged by Sennacherib, , 


. does 
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10 Hear the word of the Logp, ye rulers_of- Sodom; 

give ear unto the law of our God, ye people of Gomor- 

11 rah, ye who are like them in wickedneſs. - To what pur- 

poſe [is] the multitude of your ſacrifices unto me? faith 

the Lorp: I am full of the burnt offerings of rams, 

and the fat of fed beaſts; and I delight not in the blood 

12 of bullocks, or of lambs, or of he goats. When ye 

come to appear before me, who hath required this at 

your hand, to tread my courts ? who hath required ſuck 

kind of attendance without ſincerity and @ pious diſpoſition ? 

13 Bring no more vain oblations; incenſe is am abomina- 

tion unto me; the new moons and ſabbaths, the calling 

of aſſemblies, I cannot away with [it is] iniquity, even 

14 the ſolemn 3 Your new moons and your ap- 

pointed feaſts my ſoul hateth : they are a trouble unto 

15 me; Iam weary to bear them.] And when ye ſpread 

forth your hands, I will hide mine eyes from you: yea, 

when ye make many prayers, I will not hear, nor regard 

your ſervices: your hands are full of blood; cruelty, 
oppreſſion, and murder are found among you. 

16 Therefore, if you hope for acceptance, Waſh ye, make 

you clean; put away the evil of your doings from be- 

17 fore mine eyes; ceaſe to do evil; Learn to do well; 

ſeek judgment, relieve the oppreſſed, judge the father- 

18 leſs, plead for the widow. Come now, and let us. 

reaſon together, and accommodate the difference that is 

between us, faith the Lorp: though your fins be as 

ſcarlet, they ſhall be as white as ſnow ; though they be 

red like crimſon, they ſhall be as wool; your fins ſhall 

19 be fully pardoned: and not only ſo, but, If ye be willing 

and obedient, ye ſhall eat the good of the land, enjoy 

20 all forts of temporal bleſſings: But if ye refuſe and rebel, 

ye ſhall be devoured with the ſword : for the mouth of 

the Logp hath ſpoken [it.] 

21 How is the faithful city become an harlot?® it was 

full of judgment; righteouſneſs lodged in it, in the time 

of David and Solomon; but now murderers, and conſe- 

quently 

> Cities are often repreſented by women. Jerufalem was once 


a faithful betrothed virgin; the covenant between her and God 
was faithfully kept. | 
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22 quently many other heinous criminals. Thy filver is be- 
come droſs, thy wine mixed with water; corruption is 
23 mineled with every thing that is good: Thy princes [are] re- 
bellious againſt God, and companions of thieves, unjuſt to 
men: every one loveth gifts, and followeth after re- 
wards: they judge not the fatherleſs, neither doth the 
cauſe of the widow come unto them ; they refuſe to do 
24 right to thoſe that cannot bribe them. Therefore ſaith the 
Lord, the Loxp of hoſts, the mighty One of Iſrael, 
Ah, I will eaſe me* of mine adverſaries, and avenge 
25 me of mine enemies: And I will turn my hand upon 
thee, ta puniſh thoſe things which I have connived at before, 
and purely purge away thy droſs, and take away all thy 
26 tin, /eparate the bad from the good: And after the captivity 
I will reſtore thy judges as at the firſt, and thy coun- 
ſellors as at the beginning, as in the time of the judges: 
afterward thou ſhalt be called, The city of righteouſ- 
27 neſs, the faithful city. Zion ſhall be redeemed, or 
. ſaved, with judgment, and her converts, thoſe that re- 
28 turn from the captivity, with righteouſneſs. And the 
deſtruction of the tranſgreſſors and of the ſinners [ſhall 
be] together, and they that forſake the Loxp ſhall be 
29 conſumed. For they ſhall be aſhamed of the oaks 
which ye have defired, and ye ſhall be confounded for 
the gardens that ye have choſen; they ſhall be aſhamed and 
confounded when they ſee that their gods, which were wor- 
30 ſhipped in groves and gardens, cannot ſave them. For as 
ye have ſinned under oaks and in gardens, fo ye ſhall be as 
an oak whoſe leaf fadeth, and as a garden that hath no 
31 water, deprived of all your enjoyments aud delights. And 
the ſtrong ſhall be as tow, and the maker of it as a 
ſpark, and they ſhall both burn together, and none 
fall quench them; ] he makers and the worſhippers of 
idols ſhall be eaſily conſumed by my judgments, yea, their 
work ſhall be as a ſpark, that is the inſtrument of conſum- 


ing them. 
REFLECT- 


© An expreſſion taken from men, who find. eaſe in venting 
their anger and punilhing incorrigible offenders. 
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REFLECTIONS. 


1. KTATIONAL fins bring national judgments. 
= This chapter contains a beautiful and ſtron 
deſcription of the wickedneſs of Iſrael, aggravated by al 
the great things which God had done for them; who, not 
being reformed by corrections, ſhould be awfully puniſh. 
ed; and neither their holy nor royal city ſhould ſecure 
them. Corruptions of the body politic, like the cancer or 
leproſy ſpreading over the natural body, are exceeding 
dangerous and loathſome, and will end in death ; the few 
good men that remain preſerve it. This calls for our 
Familiation, leſt, reſembling Iſrael in guilt, we ſhould ſuf- 
fer like them. Let us labour to be ourſelves of the rem- 
nant, and increaſe the number of thoſe who ſtand in the 
* How dangerous is it to reſt in the externals of religion, 
while obedience is wanting. This people were punctual 
in their ſacrifices and ritual obſervances; they kept their 
feaſts, and prayed; yea, made many prayers, and ſpread 
forth their hands, to ſhow their earneſtneſs. But God 
would not hear; yea, he was greatly diſpleaſed, even by 
their religious exerciſes, becauſe they continued wicked. 
If men are ever ſo zealous for the forms of religion, yet 
are deſtitute of the power of it, violate the laws of God, 
injure and oppreſs their brethren, all their prayers and ſer- 
vices are hypocriſy. He that turneth away his ear from 
hearing the law, ſhall find that God will turn away his ear from 

hearing his prayer. 
3. We ſee the grace of God in inviting finners to return 
to him, and the happy conſequences of ſuch returns. What 
ample encouragement is here given to this wicked people ! 
Scarlet and crimſon fins ſhall pardoned, e reſtored, 
and —— bleſſings continued, if they will turn to God, 
be obedient to his laws, and willing and cheerful in his 
ſervice. Thus does God reaſon the caſe with ſinners now; 
thus does he promiſe them mercy upon their repentance; 
and if they will not hear, their condemnation will be righ- 
teous, and God will be juſtified when he judgeth them. 
HR 8 C HAP. 


CHAP. IL | 

This chapter begins with a prophecy of the eftabliſhment of the 

goſpel, and then proceeds to foretell the deſtruction of the 

oF Jjraelites for their idolatry, referring principally to the 

captivity. 5 

| I HE word that Iſaiah the fon of Amoz ſaw con- 

| 2 cerning Judah and Jeruſalem. And it ſhall 

come to paſs in the laſt days, the days of the Meſſiah, 

| under the chriſtian diſpenſation, [that] the mountain of 

I the Lon p's houſe ſhall be eſtabliſhed in the top of the 

| mountains, and ſhall be exalted above the hills; and 
| all nations ſhall flow unto it; the chriſtian church ſhall be 

Planted, become conſpicuous, and be firmly eſtabliſhed, as on 

| 3 the top of a mountain. And many people ſhall go and ſay, 

| . Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the 

| Lox, to the houſe of the God of Jacob; and he will 

4x teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths; 

an alluſion to the jews inviting one another to the great feaſts, 

| thus ſhall they join "pgs to the chriſtian church, and 

91 invite others to do ſo; for out of Zion ſhall go forth the 

EF law, and the word of the Loxp from Jeruſalem, he 

| 4 goſpel ſhall be firſt publiſhed there. And he ſhall judge 


| among the nations by his word and providence, and ſhall 
. rebuke many people: and they ſhall beat their ſwords 
into ploughſhares, and their ſpears into pruning hooks: 
nation ſhall not lift up ſword againſt nation, neither 
ſhall they learn war any more; referring to the peaceable 
tendency of the goſpel, and the union between jews and gen- 
6 tiles in the latter days. O houſe of Jacob, come ye, and 
let us walk in the light of the Lox o; the jews in theſe 

| days ſhall be invited to receive and improve this gracious * 

| diſpenſation. | 

| 6 Therefore thou haſt forſaken thy people the houſe of 
Jacob, becauſe they be repleniſhed trom the eaſt, and 
| [are] ſoothſayers like the Philiſtines, and they pleaſe 
| themſelves in the children of ſtrangers, with the idolatry 
i and ſuperſtitious practices of the heathen; glad of any 
7 Arangers to teach them a new kind of idolatry. Their land 
alſo is full of ſilver and gold, umuſiiy gotten, * 
neither 
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neither [is there any] end of their treaſures; their land 
1s alſo full of horſes, which was contrary to the law, 
$ neither [is there any] end of their chariots. Their land 
alſo is full of idols; they worſhip the work of their 
| own hands, that which their own fingers have made: 
And the mean man boweth down, and the great man 
humbleth himſelf; men of all ranks and degrees give them- 
ſelves up to ſtupid idolatry ; therefore forgive them not, 
that is, they ſhall not be forgiven. Then follows the deſcrip- 
tion of their being carried into captivity, and by that means 
cured of their idolatry. | 
10 Enter into the rock, that is, ye ſhall enter into it, and 
hide thee in the duſt, in order to conceal yourſebves, for 
fear of the Logp, and for the glory of his majeſty; 
11 * when he ariſeth to ſtrike the earth with terror.“ The 
lofty looks of man ſhall be humbled, and the haughti- 
neſs of men ſhall be bowed down, and the Lord alone 
ſhall be exalted in that day ; the impotence of idols ſhall be 
12 demonſtrated in the deſtruftion of their worſhippers. For 
the day of the Logp of hoſts, the day of his vengeance, 
[ſhall be] upon every [one that 1s] proud and lofty, 
and upon every [one that is] lifted up; and he ſhall be 
13 brought low: And upon all the cedars of Lebanon, 
[that are] high and lifted up, and upon all the oaks 
14 of Baſhan, And upon all the high mountains, and upon 
15 all the hills | that are] lifted up, And upon every high 
tower, and upon every fenced wall; either literally, be- 
cauſe their idolatries were prafiiſed on high places, or figu- 
16 ratively, on their great men and magiſtrates; And upon all 
the ſhips of Tarſhiſh, and upon all pleaſant pictures; 
upon their trading ſhips, and the curioſities they imported. 
17 And the loftineſs of man ſhall be bowed down, and the 
haughtineſs of men ſhall be made low: and the Lorp 
18 alone ſhall be exalted in that day. And the idols he 
19 ſhall utterly aboliſh. And they, the idolatrous Iſraelites, 
ſhall go into the holes of the rocks, and into the caves 
of the earth, for fear of the Loxp, and for the glory 
of his majeſty, when he ariſeth to ſhake terribly the 
earth; when he cauſes great commotions and troubles in the 
Vor. V, M land. 
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20 land. In that day a man ſhall caft his idols of filver, 
and his idols of gold, which they made [each one] for 
himſelf to rip, to the moles and to the bats; he 
ſhall bury them under ground, or hide them in dark corners, 

21 being aſhamed of them as they were unable to help him; To 
go into the clefts of the rocks, and into the tops of the 
ragged rocks, for fear of the Lox p, and for the glory 
of his majeſty, when he ariſeth to ſhake terribly the 

22 earth. Ceaſe ye from man, whoſe hreath [is] in his 
noſtrils: for wherein is he to be accounted of? A 
general caution to ceaſe from man; or perhaps it refers to 
Hezekiah, in whoſe grave their proſperity, and almoſt all 
their religion too, was buried. This verſe ſhould properly 
have begun the next chapter. | 


KEFLECTIONS. 


1. TOW thankfully ſhould we improve the light and 
| advantages afforded us by the goſpel ! This pro- 
phecy has been accompliſhed, chriſtianity has been preach- 


ed, eſtabliſhed, and ſecured againſt oppreſſion. This nation 


" hath flowed to it: we were once darkneſs, but now walk 


in the light of the Lord. What a delightful idea of re- 
ligion ! We here ſee the end of ordinances, and what 
ſhould be our view in attending upon them. We ſhould 
come to learn in order to practiſe, to help each other for- 
ward, excite one another to a chriſtian behaviour, and 
provoke one another to love and to good works. * 

2. See how eaſily God can humble the proud by his 
judgments, and make them fick of what they are moſt fond 
of, Pride 1s the reigning fin in the human heart; againſt 
this the judgments of God are peculiarly levelled, and 
when they come they will appear terrible to thoſe that de- 
fied them. The deareſt laſts will be looked upon with 
abhorrence, and the moſt precious idols rejected with diſ- 
dain. Gold or filver unjuſtly gotten, or covetouſly hoard- 
ed, will be grievous to the poſſeſſor, and the pleaſant 
pictures of which men are fond will be thrown away with 
contempt; yea, the nice and delicate will be glad to run 
into the caves of the earth, when God brings an enemy 
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into the land. But eſpecially at the t day, when the 
kings of the earth and the rich men ſhall hide themſelves in 
dens and caves, and ſay unto the rocks, Fall on us, and hide 
ut from the face of him that fitteth on the throne, and from the 
wrath of the Lamb. | | 
3. The conſideration of men's frailty and mortality 
ſhould moderate our dependance upon them and affection 
to them. The greateſt and proudeſt are not ſecure; when 
judgments come, princes and kings will die like other men, 
Let us conſider this, as a motive to ceaſe from them, and 
not unreaſonably to fear their power or court their favour. 
We ſhould not place too much confidence in any men, even 
the wiſeſt and beſt, for they are dying creatures; and the 
2 our expectations are raiſed, the greater will be our 
appointment. Happy is the man that hath the God of 
Jacob for his help, who liveth and reigneth for ever and ever. 


CHAP, IL CHAP. TY. v. I 


This chapter contains @ prophecy of the calamities that ſhould 
come upon the jews in the declenſion of their ſtate; particularly 
of their captivity. There is a reference in this to the former 
chapter. Y | 

x: TOR, behold, the Lord, the Lorp of hoſts, doth take 
T away from Jeruſalem and from Judah, amidft the 
confuſion that ſhall | fell, and eſpecially at the fiege of Feru- 
ſalem, the ſtay and the ſtaff, the whole ſtay of bread, and 

2 the whole ſtay of water, The mighty man, and the man 
of war, the judge, and the prophet, and the prudent, and 
the antient, many /uch ſhall be carried away in the captivity, 

3 The captain of fifty, and the honourable man, and the 
counſelor, and the cunning artificer, and the eloquent 

4 orator. And I will give children [to be] their princes, 
and babes, perſons of no underſtanding or capacity, ſhall 

5 rule over them. And the people ſhall be oppreſſed, 
every one by another, and every one by his neighbour: 
the child ſhall behave himſelfproudly againſt the antient, 

and the baſe againſt the honourable ; /editious people ſhall 


M 2 inſult 
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6 inſult thoſe that are in power, When a man ſhall take 
hold of his brother of the houſe of his father, [ſaying,] 
Thou haſt clothing, be thou our ruler, and [let] this 
ruin [be] under thy hand; the government and magiſtracy 
ſhall go a begging, any body that ſhall have but a good coat, 
ſhall be urged to be a ruler, and to undertake the prevention 

7 of the ruin coming upon them. In that day ſhall he ſwear, 
ſaying, I will not be an healer; for in my houſe [is] 
neither bread nor clothing : make me not a ruler of the 
people; I have neither ability for, nor will I expoſe myſelf to 

8 the danger of the office, For Jeruſalem is ruined, and 
Judah is fallen : becauſe their tongue and their doings 
[are] againſt the Logp, to provoke the eyes of his 

9 glory. The ſhow of their countenance doth witneſs 
againſt them; and they declare their fin as Sodom, that 
is, in the moſt impudent manner, they hide [it] not. Woe 
unto their ſoul! for they have rewarded evil unto 
themſelves. 

Io Say ye to the righteous, that [it ſhall be] well [with 

11 him:] for they ſhall eat the fruit of their doings. Woe 
unto the wicked! [it ſhall be] ill [with bim: for the 
reward of his hands ſhall be given him; @ command 
to = prieſts and Levites to ſay thus in their ſermons to the 

* Peopie. 

12 [As for] my people, children [are] their oppreſſors, 
and women rule over them; per/ons of weak underſtanding 
and effeminate ſpirits: O my people, they which lead 

thee, cauſe [thee] to err, and deſtroy the way of thy 

13 paths. The Loxp ſtandeth up to plead, and ſtandeth 

14 to judge the people, the poor and the oppreſſed. The 

LokD will enter into judgment with the antients of his 
people, and the princes thereof, for ye have eaten up 
the vineyard; the ſpoil of the poor [is] in your houſes. 

15 What mean ye [that] ye beat my people to pieces, and 
grind the faces of the' poor, treat them in the moſt cruel 
and inhuman manner? ſaith the Loxp God of hoſts. 

16 . Moreover the Loxp faith, Becauſe the daughters of 

Zion are haughty, and walk with ſtretched forth necks 
and wanton eyes, walking and mincing [as] they 89, 
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17 and making a tinkling with their feet: Therefore the 
Lob will ſmite with a ſcab the crown of the head of the 
daughters of Zion, and the Lob will diſcover their 
ſecret parts; they ſhall be reduced to rags that cannot cover 
their nakedneſs, or be led captive naked, according to the 
18 cruel uſage of eaſtern countries. In that day the Lozp 
will take away the bravery of [their] tinkling ornaments 
[about their feet,] and [their] cauls, and [their] 
19 round tires like the moon, The chains, and the brace-. 
20 lets, and the mufflers, The bonnets, and the orna- 
ments of the legs, and the headbands, and the tablets, 
21 22 and the ear rings, The rings, and * The 
changeable ſuits of apparel, and the mantles, and the 
23 wimples, and the criſping pins, The glaſſes, and the 


224 fine linen, and the hoods, and the vails. And it ſhall 


come to paſs, [that] inſtead of ſweet ſmell there ſhall 
be ſtink; and inſtead of a girdle a rent; and inſtead of 
well ſet hair baldneſs; and inſtead of a ſtomacher a 
girding of ſackcloth z [and] burning inſtead of beauty; 
they ſhall be ſun burnt in conſequence of being made ſlaves. 
25 Thy men ſhall fall by the ſword, and thy mighty in 
26 the war. And her gates ſhall lament and mourn, becauſe 
there are no paſſengers to go thro* them: and ſhe [ being] 
- deſolate ſhall fit upon the ground, as mourners uſed to do. 
1 Chap. IV. And in that day ſeven women ſhall take 
hold of one man, ſaying, We will eat our own bread, 
and wear our own apparel: only let us be called by thy 
name, to take away our reproach ; notwithſtanding the 
natural reſerve of the ſex, they ſhall ſolicit to be married, and 
be content to maintain themſelves. This muſt have been 
"Mg grating to ladies of ſo much delicacy, luxury, and 
pride. 


M 3 REFL ECT. 


© This refers to the ornaments worn about their ancles, which 
are ſtill uſed by the eaſtern ladies; and it is reckoned a mark 
of polite and delicate education to know how to make a noiſe 
with them, by ſtriking one foot againſt the other, 

See Bp. Lowth's Iſaiah for a more juſt and beautiful tran- 


lation of theſe particulars, 


mim an m. 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. BS ERVE from hence, how much all our 
2 national comforts and bleſſings depend upon God. 
Bread and water, the lives of princes, ſtateſmen, judges, 
officers, and all their ſkill, courage, wiſdom, and eloquence; 
he can eafily take away any, or all of theſe, by death, or 
captivity; or diſable them from being of any further ſer- 
vice to the publick. He can deſtroy union among the peo- 
ple, and give them up to faction or ſedition, Let this 


teach us not to be confident of the continuance of any of 
our publick bleſſings. The Lord giveth, and the Lord taketh- 


away; bleſſed be the name of the Lord. | 


2. National judgments are different in their conſequences - 


upon different perſons, according as their characters are. 
II ſhall be well with the righteous, at all adventures. God 
commands his prophets to tell them ſo; they have abun- 
dant comfort amidſt all their fears and alarms. They have 
the joyful teſtimony of conſcience, and the hope of a 
glorious reward hereafter. But it ſhall be ill with the wicked; 
judgments peculiarly heavy ſhall fall upon them : or, how- 
ever proſperous they may be here, the reward of their hands 
ſhall hereafter be given them. They need nothing elſe to 
make them thoroughly miſerable than to be left to the 
conſequences of their own folly. 
3. We are here taught, that cruelty to the poor is 
peculiarly diſpleaſing to God, and that he will ſeverely 
avenge it. There are many oppreſſive landlords, creditors, 
and maſters, who abuſe thoſe that are under their power, 
Many who enrich themſelves by the ſpoils of their neigh- 
bours; who tyrannize over workmen, and refuſe them a 
juſt allowance for their labour; but God will ſtand up and 
plead for ſuch as are thus oppreſſed; and haughty oppreſſive 
people will do well to confider in time what they will do when 
God riſes up, and when he judges what they will anſwer. 


4. Let the daughters of Britain learn how odious pride, 


luxury, and extravagance of dreſs are to God, and how 
they increaſe the guilt of a nation, It is very likely that the 


daughters of Zion thought Iſaiah a very rude and unpolite 


man 


I 
* 


ISAIAH. Iv. 167. 


man in reproving them for their dreſs; but he had. good 
authority for ſo doing, the Lord jaith. And his being ſo 
particular is a plain intimation how nice and curious they 
were about their dreſs, how much time and money they 
ſpent upon 1t, which might have been better employed; 
how. much they delighted in finery, ſo that it engrofled 
their thoughts and converſation. Miniſters therefore, 
having ſo good an authority, ſhould caution young women 
ant this vice; which ſnows a proud, weak mind, gener- 
| ally defcats the very end propoſed by it, offends God, and 
| contributes to national. judgments, They ſhould be as 
| clean and neat as poſſible ; but not nice and curious. They 
8 ſhould not waſte their precious moments in following every 
; fantaſtic faſhion, left their delicacy be followed by ſervi- 
a tude, poverty, nakedneſs, and diſgrace. Thoſe will be 
1 worſe able to bear any one of theſe, who have been devoted 
to the follies of dreſs, expected much waiting on, and have 
been averſe to any thing like labour: hear the words of the 
apoſtle, 1 Peter iii. 3, 4. Whoſe adorning let it not be that of 
Plaiting the hair, but a meek and quiet ſpirit, which in the fight 
of God is of great price. | | 


—— — . — — 
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CHAP. IV. 2, to the end. CHAP. V. 1—8. 


After the prophecy of the calamities of Tſrael, Jſaial proceeds to 
foretel the glory of the Maſſiali's kingdom. 

2 IN that day ſhall the branch of the Logo, the Meſſial, 

be beautiful and glorious in the fight of God and all 

good men, and the fruit of the earth | ſhall be] excellent 

and comely for them that are eſcaped of Iſrael, who 

ſhall eſcape the deſtruttion before mentioned, and be convert- 

3 ed by the goſpel. And it ſhall come to paſs, [that he that 

is] left in Zion, and [he that] remaineth in Jeruſalem, 

ſhall be called holy, that is, the firſt converts to chriſtianity | 

Hall be eminently ſo, [even] every one that is written 

among the living in Jeruſalem, or, in the Lambs book of 

4 life ,, an alluſion to the jewiſh regiſters of families: When 

the Lob ſhall have waſhed away the filth of the daugh- 

M 4 ters 
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ters of Zion, and ſhall have purged the blood of Jeru- 
* falem, their murders and oppreſſions, eſpecially ſlaying the 
Prophets and the Meſſiah, from the midft thereof, by the 
ſpirit of judgment, and by the ſpirit of burning; by kis 
5 holy ſpirit producing purity and orb: x among them, And the 

'- Loxp will create upon every dwelling place of mount 

Zion, and upon her aſſemblies, a cloud and ſmoke by 
day, and the ſhining of a flaming fire by night : for 
upon all the glory [ſhall be] a defence; when he ſhall 
| have thus purged them, he will manifeſt his power in pro- 
tefling their families and places of worſhip. Here is nothi 
ſaid about the temple, but an allufion to the pillar of cloud, 
whereby God intimates that he would preſerve and protect 
6 them in a. glorious manner. ' And there ſhall be a taber- 
nacle for a ſhadow in the day time from the heat, and 
for a place of refuge, and for a covert from ſtorm and 
from rain; an alluſion to the tents which travellers carried 
with them in the eaſt, which they uſed when they paſſed over 
the deſerts; and it intimates that, God would be their defence 
in all extremities. — The prophet then deſcribes the ingrati- 
tude and unfruitfulneſs of the jews, as a reaſon why God ſent - 
his judgments upon them. He begins with repreſenting in a 
beautiful parable, God's tender care of his people, and their 
unworthy returns to his goodneſs. Fo 
1 Char. V. Now will | fing to my well beloved, that 
ig, 10 Chriſt, to whom the care of the jewiſh church was 
commitied, and which is often repreſented as a vineyard, a 
ſong of my beloved touching his vineyard: My well 
2 beloved hath a vineyard in a very fruitful hill: And he 
fenced it, and gathered out the ſtones thereof, and 
planted it with the choiceſt vine, and built a tower in 
the midſt of it for the ſafe and convenient refidence of the 
keeper, (probably referring ta the temple,) and alſo made 
a winepreſs therein, removed all the hindrances, and gave 
all the means of enen and he looked that it ſnould 
bring forth grapes, and it brought forth wild grapes, 


= 3 or poiſonous berries. And now, O inhabitants of Jeru- 
'Y falem, and men of Judah, judge, I pray you, betwixt 
—_ - me and my vineyard ; h yourſelves are parties, the caſe is 
4 ſo plain, that I leave it to your judgment, What _—_ 

| | ave 
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have been done more to my vineyard, that T have not 
done in it? hath any thing been wanting on my part? 
wherefore, when I looked that it ſhould bring forth 
grapes, brought it forth wild grapes? how can this diſ= 
5 appointment be accounted for? And now go to, or rather, 
come now, and] will tell you what I will do to my vine- 
ard: 1 will take away the hedge thereof, and it ſhall 
eaten up; [and] break down the wall thereof, and 
it ſhall be trodden down; I will quite withdraw my pro- 
teftion, and give Iſrael up as a prey to their enemies; their 
6 flate and church ſhall be quite ruined: And J will lay it 
waſte: it ſhall not be pruned, nor digged; but there 
ſhall come up briars and thorns: I will alſo command 
the clouds that they rain no rain upon it; hey ſhall loſe 
all their outward bleſſings and ſpiritual privileges. Then 
7 comes the explanation of the parable: For the vineyard of 
the Lord of hoſts [is] the houſe of Iſrael, and the men 
of Judah his pleaſant plant; a country in which he took 
delight, and did more for its inhabitants than for any other 
people: and he looked for judgment, but behold op- 
preſſion; for righteouſneſs, but behold a cry; of the 
oppreſſed, to men for help, and to God for vengeance. 


REFLECTIONS. 


I, WI have great cauſe to be thankful for our na- 
tional bleſſings. No nation upon earth has more 

reaſon to apply theſe things to themſelves than we have. 
God hath taken care of us as his vineyard, hath given us 
all deſirable bleſſings, temporal and ſpiritual. Chriſt, the 
branch, hath as it were ſprung up among us, and we enjoy 
the glorious fruits of it in the goſpel of peace. We have 


deſerves our eſpecial thankfulneſs, on our ſolemn aſſem- 
blies; upon every thing that is the glory of our land the 
Lord hath created a defence. Let us ſeriouſly reflect how 
| valuable theſe bleſſings are, and how. few enjoy them, that 
we may be inſpired with ſentiments of gratitude to God. 
Nevertheleſs, 

| 2, We ſhould be very cautious and watchful, leſt we 
2% | forfeit 


the protection of heaven on our dwelling places; and, what 
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forfeit theſe bleſſings. The end for which they were given 
and are continued to us is, that te may be fruitful: it is 
the deſign of all to make us holy and obedient. Let this 
then be our aim; for no laſting happineſs can be expected 
till the filth of our land be purged away ; and that will not be, 
without the ſpirit of judgment and burning, which we 
ſhould daily and earneſtly implore. If we go on in fin, 
God may juſtly deprive us of our privileges, and take the 
golpel away from us. And we muſt allow it to be juſt and 
reaſonable that he fhould, for what could God have done 
more? Therefore let us not be high-minded, but fear. This 
parable is alſo applicable to particular perſons, and the 
advantages they enjoy. We have conſcience, ſcripture, or- 
dinances, and miniſters; ff we are unfruitful, God will 
take away his grace; deny the dews of his bleſſings ; and 
what was our inexcuſable fin, will be our juſt and dreadful 

niſhment, we ſhall be quite barren and uſeleſs. Let us 
* therefore to anſwer and repay the divine cultivation, 
to have our fruit unto holineſs, and the end will be everlaſting 


life. 


CHAP. V. 8, to the end. 


The prophet here threatens judgments upon the nation, princi- 
raving to the captivity; and ſpecifies the particular 
fins for which God would puniſh them. 

8 OE unto them that join houſe to houſe, [that] 

W lay field to field, wwho engroſs all trade, profi.s, 
and eftates to themſelves from a principle of inſatiable 
avarice, and to the injury of their . ad till [there be] 
no place, that they may be placed alone in the midſt of 


9 the earth! In mine ears [ſaid] the Logp of hoſts, Of 
a truth many houſes ſhall be deſolate, [even] great and 
10 fair, without inhabitant, Yea, ten acres of vineyard 
ſhall yield one bath, and the ſeed of an homer ſhall yield 
an ephah, that is, but a tenth part; ſo that they ſhall have 

11 70 comfort in their houſes and lands. Woe unto them that 
riſe up early in the morning, [that] they may _ 
Rs | ng 
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ſtrong drink, that continue until night, ¶ till] wine en- 
flame them ! 4who make a trade of drinking, and thus waſte 
their time, their ſubſtance, and their health, and enflame. 

12 their luſts and paſſions by it. And the harp, and the viol, 
the tabret, and pipe, and wine, are in their feaſts: but 
they regard not the work of the Logp, neither con- 
ſider the operation of his hands; they delight in mirth and 
pleaſure, but regard neither the merciful nor afflitive diſ- 

13 penſations of providence. Therefore my people are gone, 
that is, they ſhall go, into captivity, becauſe [they have] 

no knowledge: and their honourable men [are] famiſh- 
ed, and their multitude dried up with thirſt; his was 

' the caſe at the fiege of Feruſalem, and the devaſtation of 
I4 their country by the Chaldeans. Therefore hell hath en- 
— herſelf, and opened her mouth without meaſure: 

and their glory, and their multitude, and their pomp, 
and he that rejoiceth, ſhall deſcend into it, lite Korah and 

his company. A dreadful image, to repreſent the ſuddenneſs 

I5 and terror of their deſtruftion. And the mean man ſhall 
be brought down, and the mighty man ſhall be hum- 
bled, and the eyes of the lofty ſhall be humbled ; as 
they were joined together in ſin, ſo ſhall they be in puniſhment : 

16 But the Lonxp of hoſts ſhall be exalted in judgment, 
and God that is holy ſhall be ſanctified in righteouſneſs; 

kis power and holineſs ſhall be ſeen and magnified in the 
17 righteous judgments brought upon the wicked. Then ſhall 
the lambs feed after their manner; the pious poor, who 
are left in the land, ſhall be ſupported and protected; and 
the waſte places of the fat ones ſhall gers eat; 
ſtrangers ſhall devour what the rich men got by covetouſneſs 

18 and oppreſſion. Woe unto them that draw iniquity with 
cords of vanity, and fin as it were with a cart rope 
who ſet themſelves ſeriouſly and reſolutely about it, and en- 

19 courage others in it: That fay, Let him make ſpeed, 
[and] haſten his work, that we may ſee [it:] and let 
the counſel of the Holy One of Iſrael draw nigh and 
come, that we may know [it!] who ſay that the prophetic 
threatenings are all bugbears, and that God cannot or will 

20 not do as they have ſaid. Woe unto them that call evil 
good, and good evil; that put darkneſs for light, and 


light 


_ — — — — 
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light for darkneſs; that put bitter for ſweet, and ſweet 
for bitter! who confound the nature of virtue and vice, 


21 contrary: to their judgment and knowledge. Woe unto 


[them that are] wiſe in their own eyes, and prudent in- 
their own fight, and ſo deſpiſe the prophet's inſtruftions ! 
22 Woe unto | them that are] mighty to drink wine, and 
men of ſtrength to mingle ſtrong drink; who drink a 
great deal without being diſordered, and boaſt of it as an 
23 accompliſhment : Which juſtify the wicked for reward, 
. and take away the righteouſneſs of the righteous from 


24 him, by condemning and puniſhing him! Therefore as the 


fire devoureth the ſtubble, and the flame conſumeth the 
chaff, [ſo] their root ſhall be as rottenneſs, and their 
bloſſom ſhall go up as duſt; they ſhall be deſtroyed root 
and branch, like a tree rotten at the root : becauſe they 
have caſt away the law of the Loxp of hoſts, and de- 
25 ſpiſed the word of the Holy One of Iſrael. Therefore 
is the anger of the Logp kindled againſt his people, 
and he hath ſtretched forth his hand againſt them, and 
_ hath ſmitten them: and the hills did tremble, and their 
... carcaſes [were] torn, or, ſhall be as dung, in the midſt 
of the ſtreets. For all this his anger is not turned away, 
but his hand [is] ſtretched out ſtill, he will yet take. 
further vengeance upon them. 

26 And he will lift up an enſign to the nations from far, 
. 40 the Chaldeans, and will hiſs unto them from the end 
of the earth; and, behold, they ſhall come with ſpeed 

ſwiftly; he will collect them with the utmoſt eaſe, as ſbep- 

27 herds gather their ſheep by whiſtling : None ſhall be weary 

nor ſtumble among them; none ſhall lumber nor ſleep ; 
neither ſhall the girdle of their loins be looſed, nor 
latchet of their ſhoes be broken; he will ſtrengthen them 
for their work, and nothing ſhall hinder them in their march: 

28 Whoſe arrows [are] ſharp, and all their bows bent, 

completely armed for deſtrutiion ; their horſes? hoofs ſhall 

de counted like flint, they ſball not be broken by the 
roughneſs of the road, and their wheels like a whirlwind, 
which intimates the ſwiftneſs of their march, and the violence 

29 | Geng attack : Their roaring [ſhall be] like a lion, they 

| roar like young lions: yea, they ſhall roar, and 


lay 


lay hold of the prey, and ſhall carry [it] away ſafe, and 
none ſhall deliver [it,] neither the jews themſelves, nor 
30 the Egyptians, whom they depended upon. And in that 
day they ſhall roar againſt them like the roaring of the 
ſea: and if [one] look unto the land, behold darkneſs 
[and] ſorrow: and the light is darkened in the heavens 
ones every thing about them ſhall be terrible, black, and 
jſmal. . 


REFLECTIONS. 


R OM this chapter we are taught, that a finful ſtate 
F is a woeful ſtate, and ſhould particularly attend to 
the awful woes denounced againſt ſome tranſgreſſors. 

t. Againſt thoſe who are guilty of inſatiable covetouſ- 
neſs: a vice particularly prevalent in corporate towns, en- 
couraged by their monopolies, and pleaded for in defence 
of their rights, It appears in being — of gain, oppoſ- 
ing and undermining others of the ſame buſineſs, ſtriving 
to get all trade to themſelves, and artfully depriving others 
of the means of ſupporting their families. It is juſt in God 
to diſappoint ſuch greedy perſons, and to blaſt their en- 
deavours ; at leaſt, he will puniſh them hereafter for their 
avarice and cruelty, | 

2. Let the votaries of riot and mirth attend to their 
doom, as here pronounced by the Almighty. Let drunkards 
hear and tremble ; and know, that God will puniſh them 
who tarry long at the wine, tho* they can go home ſober : 
the miſpence of their ſubſtance and time, the enflaming of 
their luſts and paſſions by ſtrong drink, are fins with which 
he is highly difpleaſed. Yea, let thoſe who are given to 
_ pleaſure, and ſpend that time in mirth, gaming, and gay 

aſſemblies, which ought to be devoted to reading and 
prayer, conſidering the works of God, and taking care of 
their families, remember, that there is a woe againſt them, 
tho' they ſhould not drink to exceſs. But, 

3. The moſt wicked and dangerous ſinners are thoſe 
who confound the difference between good and evil. The 
difference is as great as between light and darkneſs; yea, as 


plain and evident to the mind, as the difference * 
7 ght 
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light and darkneſs is to the eye, or that between ſweet and 
bitter to the taſte, Theſe are they who argue againſt the 
principles and ",, pa of religion, and miſrepreſent the 
ways of God, gloſs over the practices of fin, and labour to 
weaken the reſtraints of piety, and juſtify that which is evil. 
As in this they act contrary to the light of nature and the 
convictions of conſcience, their guilt 1s highly aggravated. 
4. We ſee upon the whole the ale of God's con- 
troverſy with nations: it is for theſe and ſuch like ſins 
abounding in them, and particularly that which is at the 
bottom of all, v. 24, refuſing to ſubmit to his reproofs 
and receive his inſtructions; and deſpiſing the counſel of 
his meſſengers and the commands of his law. Theſe pre- 
dictions were intended as warnings to Iſrael, and they are 
written for our admonition; that, if we deſire the proſ- 
ity of our country, and the ſalvation of our own Bals, 


we may live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in the preſent world, 


— 


CHAP. VI. 


Here is a new commiſſion given to the prophet, to promote his 
reverence for God, his activity and perſeverance in his work, 
and to encourage him amidſt the unſucceſsfulneſs of his miniſtry. 
k 1 N the year that king Uzziah died I faw alſo, in 4 
* dream, or a viſion when awake, the Lord fitting 
| upon a throne, high and lifted up, the Shekinah, or 
glory of the Lord, which was Chriſt, (Fokn xii. 41.) and 
2 his train, or ſkirts, filled the temple. Above it, or 
beſide it, ſtood the ſeraphims; an alluſion to the cherubim 
attending the ark ; they are called ſeraphims, or burnings, to 
. - expreſs their holy nature and fervent zeal: each one had 
fix wings; with twain he covered his face, and with 
N twain he covered his feet, and with twain he did fly. 
| This is very expreſſrve of their reverence of God, and their 
3 aftivity in executing his commands. And one cried unto 
another, alternately expreſſing their tranſports of zeal and 
cy, and faid, Holy, holy, holy, [is] the Loxp of 
Il hoſts; he is ſupremely and unchangeably holy in all his diſ- - 
. | pen/ations 
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penſations and juagments : the whole earth [is] full of his 
glory; his perfettions now ſhine in his works and provi- 
4 dence; but it ſhall be more ſo in goſpel times. And the 
ts of the door moved at the voice of him that cried, 
and the houſe was filled with ſmoke, in token bf God 
indignation againſt his people. | 
5 Then faid I, Woe [is] me! for I am undone, or, 7 
am ſtruck dumb, becauſe I [am] a man of unclean lips, 
J am a polluted, ſinful creature, unfit to be employed in any 
ſervice for God, and I dwell in the midſt of a people of 
unclean lips: for mine eyes have ſeen the King, the 
Lokp of hoſts; I have ſeen him in all his ſplendour and 
6 purity, appearing as à judge. Then flew one of the 
ſeraphims unto me, ee a live coal in his hand, 
[which] he had taken with the tongs from off the altar: 
7 And he laid [it] upon my mouth, and faid, Lo, this 
hath touched thy lips; and thine iniquity is taken away, 
and thy fin purged ; this is a fign that thy guilt is pardon- 
ed, and that a commiſſion is given thee to be a preacher and 
reprover to this people. * 

3 Alſo J heard the voice of the Lord, ſaying, Whom 
ſhall I ſend, and who will go for us? He aſked not for 
information, but that Iſaiah might willingly offer himſelf. 
Then ſaid I, Here ſam] I; ſend me; I am very wil- 

9 ling to go now my incapacity is removed. And he ſaid, Go, 
and tell this people, Hear ye indeed, but underſtand 
not; and fee ye indeed, but perceive not; % I give 
you the means of inſtruttion, and lay before you things moſt 
worthy of ſeeing and hearing, yet by my prophet I foretel 

10 that ye will not be affected with them, Make the heart 
of this people fat, ſtupid and hardened, that is, declare 
that it ſhall be ſo; be not wanting to inſtruct and reprove 
them, tho* this ſhould be the conſequence ; and make their 
ears heavy, and ſhut their eyes ; leſt they ſee with their 

eyes, and hear with their ears, and underſtand with their 
heart, and convert and be healed, or pardoned. Thus 
Feremiah is ſaid to build and deſtroy kingdoms, and Ezekiel is 
ſaid to deſtroy Jeruſalem, becauſe they foretold that they ſhould 

31 be deſtroyed, Then ſaid I, Lord, how long ſhall this judę- 

ment, 
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ment, this judicial blindneſs continue? And he anſwered, 
Until the cities be waſted without inhabitant, and the 
houſes without man, and the land be utterly deſolate; 
till utter deſtruction come upon them as a nation; referring to 
their dgſtruction by the Romans, forty years after Chriſt's 
12 time; And the Loxp have removed men far away, 
and (there be] a great forſaking in the midſt of the 
land; till many flee away, and others are carried captive 
13 by the Romans, fo that very few are left. But yet in 
it {ſhall be] a tenth, or tythe of the inhabitants, and [it] 
f ſhall return zo God, and ſhall be eaten, that is, be ac- 1 
ceptable to him, as the tythe was eaten by the prieſt, and is | 
[ called meat in his houſe: as a teil tree, and as an oak, 
1 whoſe ſubſtance [is] in them, when they caſt [their 
leaves ;] like a tree that ſeems withered and dead in winter, 
| yet is alive, and ſhall ſprout again: [ſo] the holy ſeed 
g {ſhall be] the ſubſtance thereof; hoſe who embrace the 
goſpel ſhall preſerve the nation from utter ruin, and at length 
| it. ſhall flouriſh again; ſo that the jews ſhall never be entirely 
| caſt off, but in due time be numbered again among God's 
g people. ; 
, | 
: 


Z 


REFLECTIONS 


| 1. T ET us make this grand deſcription of the Lord * 
| Jehovah familiar to our minds. He is exalted 
above all cherubims; attended with an innumerable com- 
; pany of bright and holy beings. Obſerve with what 
f humility and reverence they appear before him, covering 
J their faces. With what ardour and zeal do they praiſe him 
= with what activity and ſpeed do they execute his commands! 
| May we engage in religious ſervices with the ſame diſpoſi- © 


{ tion! contemplate and adore him as ſuperlatively holy ; 
and particularly think of him in this light when earthly 

| kings die. In the year Uzziah died, who was upon the 

whole a good king, and reigned very long, Iſaiah ſaw this 

7 viſion. It was comfortable, in ſuch circumſtances, to re- 


fle& on the Lord as the King eternal and immortal ; and 


to think that he has committed all judgment to his 11 # 
x who 


g ® 
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whoſe glory, as the image and repreſentative of Jehovah, 
the prophet ſaw. Fae 

2. . we ſeriouſly confider the infinite Arier and 
holineſs of God, we may juſtly tremble before him. We 

are ready to think Iſaiah was very happy in ſuch a ſight as 
this; but, exalted as his genius and piety were, he cries 
out, Woe is me! for Tam undone. We are all men of pol- 
luted lips; have faid many raſh and unholy things; are 
unfit to appear before the Lord, and unworthy to be em- 
ployed as his ſervants; therefore it becomes us to be afraid 
of his righteous diſpleaſure, and to abaſe qurſelves 22 
before him. God ; greathy to be feared, to be had in 
reverence of all them that draw nigh unto him, 

3. How honourable is it to be —— for God, and 
how cheerfylly ſhould we engage in his ſervice! It ſhould 
be ap. deſſte of all chriſtians, as the ſexyants of God, 
more eſpecially of miniſters, to have their iniquity purged, 
their guilt removed, their inclinations to fin mortified, and 
to have a comfortable iſe of pardon and peace. We 
ſhould all be willing to work for God; and tho? the times 
may be bad, and we may meet with many diſcouragements 
in our chriſtigg work, and ſee little hope gf ſucceſs in our 
endeavours . do good, yet ſtill our language ſhould be, 
Here am 1, Lord; fend me. It is honour enough to be em- 
ployed for God, tho? our work ſhould be unſuccelsful. 
But this is an additional comfort, that our work is with the 
Lord, and we ſhall by no means loſe the reward. 


4. What a deplorable condition is their's, who hear the 


| goſpel, hut are made worſe by it. This is the caſe of the 

Jews; and this paſſage is quoted fix times in the New 
Teſtament, and applied to them by Chriſt and his apoſtles, 
And it 1 ca aſs of too many chriſtiansz they hear, but 
underſtand not; will not apply their minds to conſider and 
attend to their own concern in it; ſo that they continue in 
ſin, and are not healed; yea, they are given up to ſpiritual 
blindneſs, and their hearts grow harder by their miſim- 
provement of the means of grace, Let us beware that this 
caſe be not our's. It is indeed a very diſcouraging cir- 
Feumftance to miniſters, that it is ſo common a caſe; but 
there is this to balance it, that there is a holy ſeed, a pious 
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remnant, that will hear, learn, and improve; and mac 
while the word of God is to ſome a ſavour of death unto 


* 


death, it is to others of life unto life, and 2 are a. 


ſavour to God in both. "UFOS 4 
| 4 | 


— 


CHAP. VII. 
The deſign of this chapter is, to aſſure the houſe of David, or 
royal family, that they ſhould not be deſtroyed by the kings of 
Syria and TjgelMreho wereqgonfederate againſt them, but 


Should 4 ied by the king FA rig in whom they truſted, 
i A it came to paſs in the days of Ahaz the ſon 
| of Jotham, the ſon of Uzziah, king Judah. 
[that] Regin the king of Syria, and 2 ſon of 
Remaliah king of Iſrael, went up toward JerufMem to 
2 war againſt it, 45 could not prevail againſt it, And 
it was told the houſegpf Dayyd, ſaying, Syria is con- 
federate with Ephraim, Anus heart was moved, and 
a the heart of his people, thak 7s, the royal family, as tho 
, 3 trees of the wood are nb ved with the wind. Then faid 
the Loxp Mito Maiah, Go forti my i meet Ahaz, 
thou, and ShearSaſhub thy ſong#vho/e name;/ignifies; © the 
” - rApnant hall return,“ at the end of the conduit of the up- » 
4 per pool in the highway of the fuller's field; And 17 f 
unto him, Take heed, and be quiet ; fear not, neither be 
” ”© aint hearted, for the two tails of theſe ſmoking fire- 
brands, for the figrce anger of Rezin with Syria, and of 
e ſon of Remaah; do not give way to anxious fears, for 
theſe two kings are but as two Erie which are almoſt con- 

5 ſumed, BecauſgSyria, Ephraim, and the ſon 
| 6 have takengevil counſel againſt thee, ſaying Let us go 
. Uo up agaipſt Judah, and vex it, ad let us make a breach 
' therein for us, and ſet a king in the midſt of it, [even] 

„ _ the ſon of Tabeal; thus pull to the crown of Jud 
7 and dgfiening to overthrow the houſe of David: Thus fai 
89 the Lörd Gop, It ſhall not ſtand, neither ſhall it come 
8 do paſs, Fq the head of Syria [is] Damaſcus, and 


the head of amaſcus is Rezin; 4s Damaſcus irh 
Wee 4 * | head 
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emaliah, 


* 
2 * 
* * 


* 1 7 
e | * 0 A : 9 
- — — — —————_ —————— <P 


* 
—_ 
_ 


4 


* 


S 


"ww 
& *® 
6 | þ 
| = 
11 * 
2 
AK. 


* 


; . v 
5 
1 
| S 
4 3 


* 


1 | 9 


* 
0. Samari 


Aſſyria carried away the laſt of thag® tribes, and plan 


E 
| &@ ISAIAH, VII. Pn 
head city of Syria, and Rezin is the head or king of Damafe 
cus, ſo they ſhall continuggo be, and not advance themſebves, 
and enlarge their territoFies, as they deſign; and within 
- . threeſcore and five years ſhall Ephraim be broken, that 
git be not a _ 7 And the head of Ephraim, [is] 

nd the head of Samaria [is] Remalialys ſons 
If ye will not believe, ſurely ye ſhall not be eſtabliſn- 
ed; if ye will not truſt wat God ſays, and rely upon him 
for deliverance, but” ſeek out for foreign ſupport, you ſhall 
never proſper in any deſign for the ſecuring your peace and 

comfort, as it came to paſs, 2 Chro Ui. 20. 
10 Moreover the Lon o ſpake agaiff unto Ahaz, ſaying, 
11 Aſk thee a ſign of the Logp thy God, ſame miracle to 
e truth of Mis predifiion; aſk it either in the 
19 depth, or in the height above. But Ahaz ſaid, I will 
"gt aſk; neither will I tempt the Lo being ſecretly 
ermined not to truſt providence, but to Jeek help ſrom the 


king of Aſſyria, therefore for political reaſ@ns i would not , 
aſk a fig, tho” he pretended religion and a regard to GMas 10 
13 the reaſus And he ſaid, Hear ye now, O houſe of 
David? [Is it] a ſmallthingg for you to weary men, but 
will ye weary my God alſo? T ix not only a ſlight to me, 
14 but to tip] and kindneſs of Go Therefore the Log 
himſelf ſhall give You a ſign, « Mlle „g one, that Whey 
houſe of David ſhould not be totally deſtroyed, i other 
that they ſhould audi be delivered ; Behold, abs 
ſhall conceive, and bear a ſon, and ſhall call his 4 
Immanuel; an illuſtrious prophecy of Chriſt. Neves leigt 
15 Butter and honey ſhall he. eat, tit he may kngw, or % 
till he knows how, to refuſe the"evilMand chodſe the 
good, that ig, he ſhall be bred up as other children are. The © 
{and ſhall $ Tink its fruitfulneſs, and i capable of nouriſh- 4 
ing its inhalggants, till he is born; and ae is to be born of 


* 


* 


* 


N 24 5 ile 
# Accordingly, from thegfrſt year of Ahaz, when this con- bt 
deracy was formed apg is pro delivered, it was juſt ſixty iſ 
ve years to the Fenty ſecond year of Manaſſeh, whey the king of 7 


colonies of 


other nations in their ſtead, and probably took Manaſſeh captive 
2 * ſame time. It was broken from bei a kingdom by the 
er Aſſyrian kings, but not ken from es a people till 
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1 20 | -* 
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now. 


. 
VP 


; * + | 
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lie houſe of David, Bis is is 4 gn 1 that that huuſe Aal nt 
16 fall. For before the child, al is, this child that is — 
in n hand, Hearjaſtub n, v. 3, ſhall know to re- 
ſuſe theſevil, and chooſeſthe good, the land that thou, ky p 
1 the laid that thou careſt ur with grett co 
þ e land of Judah, of which td now, got Poſſe * 
| be forſaken, of both her ing of Syria # 


and the Aang of 1jraet, ſpall bagh be 1 by the king of 


Aria, and the two hundred thouſand captives they have 
minds; 2 65 the meaning of the name of the pro- 4 


taken ſhall be reſtored by the influence of God upon their 
phet's ſon. See ings 29, 30. XVI. 9. 
Nevertheleſs God will ſend a more terrible enemygy 


God 5 fegt 
upon 5 40 


them, becauſe Ahaz uilſ not 1 


45 Fre 
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thy peop and upon thy father's houſe, days _ 
have not ne from the day that Ephraim departed 4 * 
from Judah ; even] the king of Aſſyria, to whom you 
1 8@have /0ughi ur help. And it ſhall come t in that 
© day, [that] the LU ſhall higg for t that [is] inn 
pt, and for the 


the uttermoſt part of the riggrs of E 
* bee that 11 + Aſſyris; the multitude of 


is] in ww. he 
” their es ſhall like ſwarms of / fly. 4 bees, from which * 
49 2 7 and no place ſhall be figure And they ſhal! 
come, and ſhdllgeft all of them in the deſolate valleys, 


+ * | 
* and i in the holes of the rocks, and upon all thorns, and 
upon all buſhes ; overſpread and make havock of the whole 


+. ®o nun. In the fame day ſhall the Loxp ſhave witha ® ' 


th 5 is hi nal 
Fs 


the Aſſyrians, hom thou haſt hired to 
y,] by them beyond the river Eu- 
e wing of Aſfyria, the head, and the hair 
it ſhall alſo conſumg the beard; ke 
1.2 and general deſtruftief. And it ſhall 
a nl ſhall nouriſh a 
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day, [tha 


young ſheep, /o 2 caitle Pall be 
& 2 8 Las all g 0 a 2 I toning fo 5 4 N 
* fon Ely tr bir nee. 41 
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7. our ſpirits, to command our paſſions, and have faith in 
Sodz; that is, to maintain a firm rb * his 57 


4 9 4 # * 
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tat he ſhall eat butter: for butter he honey ſhall every 
one eat that 1s left in the land; they (ball havg no fleſh to 
eat, neith u, — oil, "the 22 Itivation, 
23 but only milk and groney, 1. gifts M nature. And it ſhall 
come to paſs in that day, that f every place ſhall be, 
Where there wo ſand vines at a thouſand ſilver- 
lings, or /hekels, That is, ſo much à year, it ſhall [even] 

be for briers and thorns ; it ſhall be waſted, and over-run 

24 with — 2 thorns, With arrows and with bows 
ſhall [men] come thither, to deſtroy wild beaſts or hunt 

for food; becauſe all the land become briers and 
orns. And [gn] all hills that all be digged with 
_ ma , that is, the choiceſt grounds that were ted to 
4, and where - jb vineyards 2 to be planted, there 
e not come thither the fear of briers and thorns: but 
it ſhall be for the ſending forth of on, and for the 
treading of leſſer cattle; here ſball be no hedge to defend 

| them, but the cattle ſhall graze upo"thayp, that it, there 


* 


Hall tea 8 4% Fall the co 4 
ngritarions” | 
E aratitre ſhown the wecker and Prantage Fy 
faith in in troublefome dangerous 


times. It is our duty to take heed, to be quiet, to rule 


ruling 
ath tor. 


providence, and ggard againſt that 
ment, His — true, his ye s are faithful; 


he knows how to deliver from the moſt idable ene- 
mies; let us therefore commit our way to the ts, truſt alſo 


in him; and this ſhall we dwell ſafely, 4 he quiet from the 


fear of evil. | 
Let us bleſs GoFthat this fin is come to paſs, a 
aſe this glorious win We: of Chriſt is fulfilled ! He was 


of the Virgin his name was called Immanuel. 
ing in han nature, ang at peace 


with us. We ſhould thankfullyfreceive him as the Meſſiah, 
who is to reign over the hows of David, and whoſe king- 


do ? ing. We ſfiduld diligentlyg<k an intereſt 
N3 Fo 2 in 
.4 


* 


** 
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Ss 
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in him, and all leſſer deliverances ſhould lead our thoughts 
ot this great deliverer, who is God's ſalvation to the ends 


1 


of the * 
3. Tho God may not entirely caſt off his people, yet 
he may ſee it needful te correct them, Tho? Judah ſhould 


be delivered from the deſigns of, gᷓy 
ſhould be puniſhed by the png © of 
of David ſhould not totally be ruine 


and Iſrael, yet they 
ria; tho' the houſe 
yet great calamities 


ſhould come = the land. God often deals thus with 
his people. Tho? he does not quite forſake them, or give 
them up to ruin, 


he viſits their iniquity with à rod, a * 
hoy tranſgreſſion with ſtripes, We ſhogld therefore 


af ob caution and fear of fin gloxify Go y a 
l obedience to all his comm 45 — 


5 


* CHAP. I II. 


* This and — following . "ay are prophecies of the 


3 


* 


* troubles#fe Judah by the Mßriams; intermingled with pro- 
Phecies of the Meſſiah, for the ms 7 the believing 


Jews. 


M REOVER the Lozp ſaid unto 
a great roll, and write in it wit 
in the common way of writing, and in a plant, legible = 
ner, for the uſe of all, coneiieg Maher-ſhalal-haſh- vat 
2 the mne of his ch 14. And I took into me a Hache wit- 

neſſes to record riah the oriefli and Zechariah the 
ſon of Jeberechiah, 10 be witneſſes that I nom delivered 

3 and e theſe prophecies. And ] went unto the pro- 
pheteſs "Ty wife; and ſhe conceived, and bare a (hz, 
Then ſaid the wo; to me, Call his name Maher 
ſhalal-haſh-baz, whic Mfg nifies, * make 44 100 he poi 

4 haſten to the prey.“ For before 1 child 


knowledge to cry, My 1 d my mother, . 
Before 105 child ſb 

father and wu 

learn, the rich 


ſhall be eiten * bef 


*. aud 


| | 5 
—_— | 
= |” ab 
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„Take I 
man's pen 
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* 
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95 "my to A plain enough 60 ſay & I N 
Ft thing that children commonly ; 
us and the ſpoil of Samaria 


or by, the we of Aſſyria, 
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$4 the ſtretching ou 
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i For the Long ſpake th 


5 5 


2 
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8 meadows : And he ſhall paſs th 


© there. 
8 
and ye 
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and the wealth thereof ſent into his own country; (which 
5 accordingly came to paſs, 2 Kings xvi. 9. xv. 29.) The 
6 Logo Pake alſo unto me again, ſayigg, Foraſmuch as 
this people refuſeth the ters of Shiloah, à little brook 
thatran I that go ſoftly, and rejoice in 
| 7 and Remaliah's ſon; are many of them uneaſy at 
ezekiahWs reformation, and wiſh well to the onfederates ; 
7 Nay, therefore, hehold, MA Loan bringeth up upon 

the the water of the river Zuphrates, 


ong. and 
many; area power, as much ſupertar to 


Jas Eu- 
was ſuperior to Miloah; (even ]juthe king of 
, andy his glory: and he-ſhall come up over 
his channels, and go over all his Ranks; not keep 
within his own s, but invade and over-run the whole 
land of Iſrael, as an"overflowing river does the neighbouring 
h Judah; he ſhall 
overflow au go over, he ſhall reach [even] to the 
neck, 10 3 that the kingdom ſhall. be like a man 8 
up to his neck in wafer and in danger of drowning; and 
f 


; wings, his ſpreading ar 

ſhall fill de brerde d thy land, O Immanuel; 4 1 
intimatiaſ th Judah ſhould not be quite forſaken, ſince it 
was Chriſt's land; hie was to be born, to live, and to die 


e yourſelves, O ye people of Syria and Iſrael, 
Il be broken i; pieces; and give ear, all ye 
of far coꝝntries, ye As; gird yourſelves, and ye 
ſhall. be broken, in pieces; gird yourſelves, and ye ſhall 

o be ken in pieces. Take counſel together, and it 
ſhall come to nought; ſpeak the word, ant it ſhall not 
"ſtand ; however confident of gucelfs, all is ſin vain; for 
God [is] with us, or, it is Immanuel's land. £8 
by to me with a ſtrong hand, 

An extraordinary impulſe uſed courage into me, an 

1 infected me — 1 mode ary re in the way of this 
2 people, ſaying, day ye not, A confederacy, to all 
[them to] — 2 peq;le fal ſay, A confederacy; 
tho this is the popular cry, eve one is afraid of it, 

3 yet neither fear ye their fer nor e afraid. Sanctify 


the Lokp of hoſts himſelf; and [Tet] him [be] your 
ME "|. N 4/ cars 
* = 7 P S 
_ 
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fear, and [let] him [be] your dread; give ; him glory for 
0 his power and providence. And he ſhall be for a ſanctu- 
ary, that is, @ place of defence ; or He, according to ſome, 
refers to Immanuel, 725 f before ; he ſhall be a 2 
to all believers, eſpecially among theggentiles;, but i@ a 
ſtone of ſtumbling and for a rock of offence to ** the | 
houſes bf Iſrael, * is, both Benjamin and ud 
would. not believe, for a Ein and for a ſnare to the ins. 
15 pany of Jeruſalem. And matty among t ſhall 


ſtum and fall, and be broken, and 2 — and 
be taken their fin ſhall be aggravated, and thaig puniſh- 
ment increaſed, by what Chriſt ſhall and gin. 

error. Bind up tho 


16 them up to $i of blindneſs 
teſtimony, Teal the law amon diſciples. Theſe are 


the words of Chriſt; as if he had ſaid, Let the meaning of 

theſe prophecies 57 righteous judgment concealed from the 

 wwicked jews, but let my diſciples receive Am, that is, un- 

*® derſtand and believe them: 

. them, be an evidence of 
$7 thoſe who depend upon h S © I will wait upon t 

Loxp, that hideth his fike the houſe of Jacob, 

and 1 will look for him. This, ſome think, the language 

of the profihet, as if he had ſaid, I will firmly expect this 

happy event, tio I ſee no preſent magks of the givine favour + / 


| plſhment will explain 
th, and a juſtification 9 4 | 


I to Iſrael: but it is rather, the laufwage of Griſt; 1 will 

* 18 Wait for him to manifeſt his ſavour to * genes. Behold, 

| I and the children whom the Lorp hath giyen me [are] 

3 for ſigns and for wonders in Iſrael from dhe Lokp of 

h hoſts, which dwelleth in mount Zion; which "i mean, 
that the 


great thing; or raiſer, Mut lie gentiles, Chriſt's ſpiritual 


ildren of the p ＋ were types and figures of 
ſeed, the chilam of Abraham by failh, could be won 
| 4% 


at for believing theſe iſes, and truſting in the Mia 
19 And when they ſhal 1 by 


that have familiar ſpirits, and unto wizards thi peep, 
and that mutter: he -_ Hraelites * anſtwer, hould 
not a people ſeek unto their ? for the livin 


the dead? Should i/itynjeR for living men to dead i 1 
20 how abſurd and pid 


unto you, Seek them 


re this! To theglaw and to the 
«teſtimony, keep Maſe to them : if they ſpeak not accord- 


* mo 
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ing to chi Word, [it j becauſe [there is] no light, 0 

21 underſtanding, no piety in them. And they ſhall paſs 
through it, hardly beſtead and hungry; diſtreſſed and 

famiſbed: it ſhall come to paſs, that when they 

Hall be hungry, they ſhall fret themſelves, and curſe 

heir king and their god, and look upward; that is, 

hen — paſs thro* the land, they ſhall curſe their 

22king or rulers for firing the Aſſyrians.”,,And they ſhall 
kn the earthy and behold trouble 1 7 
dimneſs ofganguiſh, hey ſhall look upward and down- 
ward and ſee nothing but perplexity and ſorrows, and [they 
40 driven to darkneſs, 4 gloom and accumulated 

diſtreſs. | 


9 9 7 
REFLECTIONS. 


1. E T us gefle& with pleaſure - the care which the 
prophets wong ove their prophecies authen-„ 
tick. They did not F ſpeak them, and commit 
them to memory or tradition, but wrote them in a ping 
legible manner; and did it befWe witneſſes, who probably 
ſubſcribed the ſame, and were ready to declare upon oath 
that they ſaw the prophet write or atteſt it, Mat. it might 
be read and appealed"tgyin order to ſupport the faith of the 
people in what fi 


old. This remark tends to con- 


firm our faith in the prophecigg; and the iame remark, in 
ſome meaſure, is applicable to the whole ſcripture. 

2. There is need of great reſolution not to be led away 
by 1 or common errors. The prophet him- 
ſelf ſeems to have been in danger of catching the fears of 
the people, therefore it was th God warned kim 4gain(t 
it Weh a ſtrong hand, with a confideral force on his 
5 We are ready catch the groundleſs terrors of 
others, tq ĩmitate their example, and walk in the way of 
the people around us. We ought to watch againſt this, 
and labour after a {olſer ſingularity ; earneſtly praſing tft 
God wauld ſecure us againſt th 
and preſerve us in the way of h 72 and peace. 

3. A holy fer f God is the be(Frem&dy againſt the fear 
of man. Fon Ut, 1 . ST the L J of hoſts in yoly 
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hearts ; and make him your fear aul your dread ; give him the «| 
lory of his power, providence, and promiſes; reverence 
4 bis univerſal dominion ; fear his diſpleaſure; and acquieſce 
in his diſpoſals. This will keep our wr. peace; pre- 
ſerve us from that fear _ hath torment : and he M be 
our refuge and ſtrength, a v eſent in tine 0 
* g nm poſes gap "5:10 of 
4. Let us beighankful for the law and the teſtimony and 
keep cloſe to them. What is ſealed up from the blinded 
Jews, is opened to us, the diſciples of Chriſt, who have 
ſeen many of theſe prophecies fulfilled. Let us Irn hence, 
to reverence and ſtudy the ſcriptures, to abhor the wicked 
practices of thoſe who uſe ſpells a charms, who pretend to 
diſcover ſecrets and tell fortunes" this is heinous wicked- 
neſs, and ought never to be encouraged by any that believe 
in the providence and word of God. It is our duty to ſeek 
direction from him by prayer, and conſult his word; to 
conform to it in ſentiments auf 
diſpleaſe him, and wander in the paths of error, fin, and 
ruin. Let his 1 our delight and our counſel- 


lors; they will guide us ita ſafe and pleaſant way, and 
* 


conduct us 8 a happy end. 


* — 
CHAP. IX. E H A P. X Ku. 


The fame prophecy is continued as in the former chapter. It is 
here foretold that the troubles of Fudah ſhould not be ſo great 
as thoſe of the other ten{{ribes, becauſe they ſhould be but 
ſhort, and they the promiſed Meſſiah ſhould come. « $ 

EVERTHELESS the Amneſs [ ſhall] ſt [be] 


ſuch as [was] in her vexation, when at the firſt 
lightly afflicted the land of Zebulun, and the land 
® of 52 and after ward did 2 ievouſly afflict 
[her;] or, as it may be better tranſlated, as the firſt time 
made vile the land of Zebulun, (that is, by the Mßrians,) 

ſo the latter time ſhall make them gloriggs, [by] the 2 
* a O 


” by . F- 1 


he 


3 * > 
bo * * * F 


4 * * 


ice; otherwiſe we ſnall 
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of the ſea, beyond Jordan, in Galilee of the nations“ 
2 f. he people that walked in darkneſs have ſeen a great 
igh! they that dwell in the land of the ſhadow of 
death, thats, the thickeſt and moſt perplexing darkneſs, 
3 upon them hath the light ſhined. Thou haſt multi- 
+ plied the nation, [and] not increaſed the joy; or rather, 
* and haſl increaſed the joy to him, or to it, that is, 10 the 
Jew} nation: they joy before thee according to the joy 
in harveſt, [and] as [men] rejoice when they divide 
4 the ſpoil, their joy ſpall be exceeding great. For thou haſt 
broken the yoke of his burden, and the ſtaff of his 
ſhoulder, the rod of his oppreflor, as in the day of 
Midian; as when 2 the Midianites, 
(Judges vii. 22.) by ſuch unlikely and contemptible means, 
5 For every battle of the warrior [1g] with confuſed noiſe, 
with ſhouts, and groans, and ſounding of arms, and gar- 
ments rolled in blood; but [this] ſhall be with burn- 
ing [and] fuel of fire; a to the dei derance of 
God's people by Chriſt, from the yoke of ſin and ſatan. The 
preachingfſaf the goſpel might germ an unlikely means, but it 
ſhould be Jucceſsful, owing io the influences of the ſpirit, 
6 which ſhould be like fire, and ſpread like a flame. For 
unto uta child is born, unto u ſon is given; and 
thg government ſhall be upon his ſhoulder : this deli- 
verance ſhall certainly be accompliſhed, for Chriſt ſhall be 
born fax our redemption, and his name ſhall be called, 
that is, he ſhall be the Wonderful, Counſeller, acquaint- 
* £4 with the counſels of God, ſo as to reveal thaymoſt impor- 
* tant truths to men, The mighty God, the everlaſting Fa- 
ther, he great almighty govergyor, and the father of the ages, 
or 4 diſpenſation to come, and the Prince of Peace ;* 
*. | 1 le. 
if hes ADDS | 
t is called Galilee of the Gentiles, bec it was peopled by 
many of ie beathen, by reaſon of its nearneſs to Tyre and Sidon, 
and to diſtinguiſh on the other Galilee ; and thus it agrees exact- 
ly with the qu n in the new teſtament. — Bp. Lowthy tranſlates 
the verſe thus : Wu there ſhall not hereafter be darkneſs in the land 
which was diſtreſſed. In the former time he debaſed the land of 
Zebulon and the land of Naphtali; but in the latter time he hath 
made it glorious, even the way of the {@ beyond Jordan, Galilee of 
the nations.“ 4 | 
4% * Bp. Lowth tranſlateg it, The mighty 04, the fair F 
exerlaiting age, the prin{Wbb peace. . 
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188 Is A1 A l. IX. is 
* he fhall be peaceful himſelf, and promote the peace of his 
7 ſubjetts, Of the —— of Me) n 
peace [there ſhall be] no end, upon the throne of 
David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to 
eſtabliſh it with judgment and with juſtice from hence- 
| forth even for ever. The zeal of the Logp of hoſts " 
will perform this, for his own honour aud the happineſs of © 
mankind. The following verſes contain a it of the 
calamity and deſtruttion of the ten tribes. | 
8 The Lorp ſent a word igto Jacob, and it hath 
Iighted upon Iſrael; becauſe they would not regard it, 
| therefore it fell upon * with great violence, as an in- 
; ſupportable burden. the threatening ſhall be accom- A 
9 Pliſbed, for, all the people ſhall know, and feel the truth © 
* of it, [evenÞEphraim and the inhabitant of Samaria, 
10 that ſay in the pride and ſtoutneſs of heart, The bricks 1 
| | are fallen down, but we will build with jhewn ſtones : 
the, ores are cut down by our enemies, but we will 
chanel 


them into] cedars ; thus defying the judgments 
11 f God. Therefore the Logp ſhall 7 5 


| the adver- 7s 
faries of Rezin againſt him, that is, Iſrael; and join 
- his enemies together; the Syrians, Iſrael's allies, being 
conquered by . be ſhall be forced i ſerve againſt 
12 Iſrael, The Syrians before, and the Philiſtiges be- 
hind; and they ſhall devour Iſrael with open mouth, 
* lte a wild beaſt, For all this his anger r turned 
| away, but his — ſis] ſtretched out ſtill; - will 
12 conti o puniſh them, For the le turneth no 
= unto le that ſmiteth them, adither do they ſeek ro 
14 LoRD of hoſts. Therefore the Lozp will cut off from 


| Tel bend and tail, brangh Md ruth, in ong day”; 
| 


5 - 


5 the baſe. Te ntient 


15 the rich und pagr, the noble 
W and — the prince and the magiſtrate; he is] 9 a 
the head; and the prophet that teacheth liegFhe [is] 
4 16 the tail, the moſt contemptible of all tig people. For the 


leaders of this people, their governors Au propliets, cauſe 
5 [them] to err, and ¶ they that are] led of them [are] | 
17 deſtroyed, Therefore the Lord ſhall have no joy in 5 6. 
ir young me ither 1 * mercy on their 4.48 
chess and yidows : for every one [is] an hypo- 1 
crite, 157 erſon, and an vil doer, and every . pF % 
2 | ” 12 | | mouth x 7 
* A RS... 
6 | * * N | | 
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* mouth ſpeaketh folly ; they have no pily on thoſe that 
uſed to be tie Wbjetls, of complacerity, or of compaſſion. 
For all this, becauſe*all are alike corrupt, his anger is 
& not turned away, but his hand [1s] ſtretched out fill. 
18 For wickedneſs burneth as the fire: it ſhall devour the 
briers and thorns, and ſhall kindle in the thickets of the 
foreſt, and they ſhall mount up | like] the lifting up of 
ſmoke; it produceth miſery and cauſeth ruin, and the 
19 high and low ſhall be devoured by it, Through the wrath 
of the Lorp of hoſts is the land darkened, and the 
people ſhall be as the fuel of the fire: no man ſhall 
pare his brother; civil wars ſhall be among them, and 
20 they ſhall deſtroy one another. And he ſhall ſnatch on the 
right hand, and be hungry; and he ſhall eat on the 
let hand, and they ſnall not be ſati : there ſhall be 
a grievous fayyne, ſoUhatthey will be ready to eat their 
own fleſh ; they ſhall eat every man the fleſh of his own 
arm 2 prey upan thoſe that might have defended them. 
21 Manaſſeh, Ephraim; and Ephraim, Maneh ; even 
tliey who have been leagued W * againſt Judah, 4 
devour oi another ; [and] they togethir [ſhall be] 
againſt Judah, For all this þis anger is not turned 
away, but his hand [is] ſtretched Int ſtill. 
1 Cnap. X. WOE. unto them, hoſe Iſraelites, that 
£ dectee unrighteous decrees, and that write grievouſ- 
1 neſs [which] they have preſcribed ; toi are guiliy of 
* 
7 
* 
a 


$” 


injuſtice und oppreſſion, of paſſing unrighteous ſentences, and 
thoſe wo put them in execution. Tagturn aſide the ncedy 
from judgment, and to take away the right from the 
poor of my 2 that widows may be theilt prey, 
and [that] t 

willy 
[whic 


ey meh rob the fatherleſs! And what 
o in the day ofMiſitationy and in een * 
ſhall come from far, fro {ſyrians ? to 
whom will * flee for help ? what ally hg ſeek to then? 
and Where Will ye leave your glory? your wealth that 
4 you gained vppreſſion, who ſhall ſecure its Without 
me they ſhall bow down under the prifonetg,” ang, oy 


* ay fall under the ſlain ; becauſe you have caſt me off, 
05 an 


I have forſaken you, ye f be taken priſoners and 
ſlain. For all this tis er i not turned a> hut 
his hand [is] _ out ſtill. 
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a R E I. EC ON. | 1 
r. HA T a blefling is the goſpel, that brings light, © © 
Joy, and liberty to the nations. Without it 4 


the world was in darkneſs and danger; but when the ſun of 
righteouſneſs aroſe, a glorious light ſpread itſelf; and men 
are guided by it in the way of truth, peace, and Rappineſs. 
The burden of grief and guilt is taken away by the word 
and ſpirit of God, the yoke of fin and ſatan is broken, and 
they become free. No wonder this occaſions great joy; 

R eſpecially whey the Goſpel comes with power on partie r 
ſouls, and produces theſe bleſſed effects. 

2. A glorious idea is here given us of the pgrſon, offices, 
and government f Chriſt, which jt is proper and comfort- 
able to refle& upon. He is wonderfulſſin his perſon and 

| offices; a counſellor, as he diſcovers the important 
truths, and the gracipus purpoſes of God; a mighty God, 
| able to ſave unto the 1 the father of the age, the 
greateſt 2 * benefactor to it; and he is the prince * 
of peace, wha adminiſtration is righteous, peaceful, and 
happy; and whatgyer oppoſition may be made to it, it 
| ſhall increaſe and I proſper, till it terminates in everlaſting | 
glory; of his government and peace there ſhall be no end. Let 0 
| us reverence this glorious prince, and magnify the Lord 
. of Hoſts, whoſe pity, love, and zeal have performed al! ® 
I this for us. | | 
l 3. We are taught the deſign of affliction. God ſmites 


© 

| us that we may turn to him, and ſeek him with ſincerity 

| and fervour. If this end be not agſwered, his hand will be 

| | ſtretched out ſtill to correct us heavily. Let us there- S 

| forg humb&ougſclves under His mighty hand, and comply 

Hl with the arg of his providence, that the ſtroke may be 6 i © 
turned away it | 


om us, and our afflictions e ſucceeded by 

| hope and joy. | a 

|| 4. We fee the {ad conſequen& of continuing unreform- 

3 | ed by theMudgments of God. ch. x. 3. A day of vil 

| tation will come; day of judgment and ſtritenquiry . 

1 into our conduct, and the principles on which we have "7 = 
1 | L acted ; 


; x «4 * 
8 Wh « ® 
| 3 * *. 


2 


** 
ated; and a day of deſolation to the impenitent, when no 
place ſhall be fänd to which they may fly; all their glory 
ſhall vaniſh, and they ſhall find it no more. It becomes 
us all ſeriouſly to think of this day of viſitatjon, and ſecure 
# a refuge in Jeſus Chriſt ; that we may obtain that ſalvation, 

which is by him unto eternal glory. 4 4 

2 | 


7 4 | 
2 A P. X. 3, to the end. | 
We have here an account of the deſign of the Alſſyrians in | 
invading Judah, and God's deſign in permilting it; and : | 
alſo a prophecy of their deſtruction, and the deliverance of | 
God's people. 
"WS. Aſſyrian, the rod of mine anger, and the ſtaff | 
in their hand is mine indignation; the Aſſyrian | 


monarch is. my inſtrument ; my anger againſt 1ſrael gives 
6 him all his power. 1 will ſend hiWgatnt an hy poeriti- 


cal nation, and againſt he people of mygyrath will 1 
give him a charge, to take the ſpoil, A to take the 
prey, and to tread them down like tie mire of the 


ſtreets ; the Iſraelites are hypocriticalyythey are not hearty 
un Ilezetialbs re tion, nor ſincere in their prayers and 
*, profeſſions; 4+ MW Afſyrian ſhall plunder their coun- 
% 7 and ſtrip them of their wealth. Howbeit he mean- 
1 5 ſo, neither dot his heart think ſo; ke does not 

„ infind 10 do my will; but [it is) N his heart to deſtroy 
19 and cut off nations not a few; 1 enlarge his dominions, 

8 and pratify his ambition. 8 ſaith, [are] not my ä f 
princes altagether kings? not I many pxinces tribu- 1 
tary to me, and are mii courtiers and officers"as great as 

g kings? [Is]! not Calno as Carcheſiſn? [is] Hot 
Hamath as, Arpad? [is] not Samaria "as Damaſcus ? 
are not the Gties of Fudah as eaſy to py ow as thoje I 

10 have already conqueredify As my hand hath found the 
kingdoms of the idols, and whoſe graven images did 
#1 xhexcel them of Jeruſalem and of Samaria Shall not, 

N as 1 have done unto Samaria and er idols, fo do to 

= Jeruſalem and her idols? as my hand hath deſtroyed 
* - kingdoms 


* 


* 
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+ kingdems and cities whoſe gods are reckhgyed more pere, oy : 
12 ful than Jehovah, a I not as oft defircy Judah : 7, 
Wherefore it ſhall come paſs, [that] when the Lozp 
hath perfermed his whole work upon mount Zion and | 
| on Jeruſalem, when I ſhall have done what ] intended, * | ; 
| and thoſtened and humbled my people, I will puniſh the 
| ſruit ef the ſlout heart of the king of Aſſyria, and the b 
| glory of his high looks. I will puniſh his hi . 1 
13 «hich are the fruit of his proud heart. * he 
| — ſtrength of my hand I have doe [it], = 
| wiſdem; for I am prudent : and I have Org 
1 8 ell bounds of the people, and have robbed their 
| treaſures, and 1 have put down the inhabitants like 
4 valiant [man]; I have ſhrwn my wiſdem, ſtrength, and 
valour, by removing * of the people and tranſ- 
14 Planting colontes. my hand hath found as a neſt 
the riches of th — and as one gathereth eggs 
j [that are] left, Yhave I gathered all the earth; and 
| there one that —_ the wing, or opened the 
1 mouth, 5, J have carried away their wealth, 
N | as eafily man robs a bird's neſt, and they durſt not 
| complain. Thus the great king of Aria boaſted 
| threatened; we ſhall now ſee what (greater king aul 
15 him. Shall the ax boaſt itſaf againſt him that heweth 
therewith ? [or] ſhall the, ſaw magnify itſelf againſt 
. . him that ſhaketh it? as ide rod ſhould ſhake Self] 4 
W/ - againſt them i t it up, [or] as if the ſtaff ould 1 
3 ' i up [itſelf, as if it were] no wood; is not the flaff | 
when 2 up — i and. ſhall a dead, lifeleſs inſtru- 
ment bggſt itſelf again him thab Yer it? As abſurd is it 
or the Aria to Vocal hath done, when 
is bui 60 tool. Therefore ſhall Mie Lorxp, the 
vLoxp of hoſts, ſend among his fat ones, his chief 
| officers and Heal men, leanneſs; and under his glory he 
= ſhall kindle” a burning like keg burning of a fire; he, 
| | ſhall deprive him of = = and power, and deſtroy his 
| 17 army, Which is & 5: And the light of Iſrael ſuall 
be for a fire, 15 "Holy One for a flame: and it 


| | . thall burn and devour his thorns and his briers i —_— | 
| : ay 3 | 


* 


* 
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day; he who is the ſuppart and comfort of Iſrael, ſhall be 
a fire to the Aſſyrians, and will deſtroy his army as eaſ as 
18 fire burns briars and thorns; And ſhall conſume the 
glory of his foreſt, and of his fruitful field, both foul 
and body: and they ſnall be as when a ſtandard bearer 
fainteth; tho" he be as ſtrong as the trees in a foreſt, or as 
numerous as the cornfields, yet God will conſume both ſoul and 
body ; the chief commanders and the main body of the army 
© itſelf ſhall be totally routed, and the remainder ſhall be diſ- 
pirited, as 45 whole army is put into confuſion when a 
19 ſtandard beafer fainteth. And the reſt of the trees of his 
foreſt ſhall be few, that a child may write them; there 
ſhall be no occaſion for a muſter maſter, a child may keep the 
roll. | 
20 And it ſhall come to paſs in that day, [that] the 
remnant of Iſrael, and ſuch as are eſcaped of the houſe 
of Jacob, ſhall no more again ſtay upon him, 7hat is, 
the Aſſyrian, that ſmote them; but ſhall ſtay upon the 
Lord, the Holy One of Iſrael, ifl truth, and not hypo- 
21 critically. The remnant ſhall return, [even] the rem- 
22 nant of Jacob, unto the mighty God. For though thy 
ple Iſrael be as the ſand of the ſea, [yet] a remnant 
of them ſhall return: the conſumption decreed ſhall 
overflow with righteouſneſs; % many ſhall be deſtroyed 
by the Aſfyrians, yet a®remnant of the righteous ſhall be 
23 ſaved; and all ſhall be done with ftri juſtice.” For the 
Lord Gop of hoſts ſhit make a conſumption, even 
determined, in the midſt of all the land; he hath deter- 
mined exattly how far it ſhall extend, and how long it ſhall 
continue. | E | 
24 Therefore thus faith the Lord Gop of hoſts, O my 
people that dwelleſt im Zion, be not afraid of the Aſſy- 
rian: he ſhalf ſmite thee with a rod, and ſhall lift up 
his ſtaff againſt thee, after the manner of Egypt; he 
hall do thee ſome injury and threaten mote, talk big, like 
25 Pharaoh; but fear not, For, yet a very little while, and 
the indignation againſt thee ſhall ceaſe, and mine anger 
Vol. V. O in 
1 St. Paul applies this to the Jews, in , ix. 27. to prove 


that it is no new thing for God to abandon many of Abraham's 
ſeed, tho* the promiſe Folds good, there ſhall ſtill be a remnant, 
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in their deſtruction; my anger ſhall how itſelf in the utter 
26 deſtru#ion of the Ahrians. And the Lokb of hofts ſhall 
ſtir up a ſcourge for him according to the ſlaughter of 
Midian at the rock of Orch: and [as] his rod [was] 
upon the ſea, fo ſhall he lift it up after the manner of 
Fgypt; he will bring on their deſiruttion as ſuddenly, and 
by as unlikely means, as the deſtruttion of the Midianites and 
Eyyptians. A beautiful contraſt; he ſhall threaten you after 
the manner of Egypt, and I will ſmite him in the ſame man- 
27 ner. And it ſhall come to pats in that day, | that] his 
burden fhall he taken away from off thy ſhoulder, 
and his yoke from off thy neck, and the yoke ſhall be 
deſtroyed becauſe of the anointing; thou ſhalt have no 
fear of his invaſions, and pay no more tribute, for the ſake 

of the Meſſiah. | 
28 He is come to Aiath, he is paſſed to Migron; at 
29 Michmaſh he hath laid up his carriages: T hey are 
gone over the paſſage: they have taken up their lodg- 
ing at Geba; Ramah is afraid; Gibeah of Saul is fled. 
30 Lift up thy voice, O daughter of Gallim : cauſe it to 
31 be heard unto Laiſh, O poor Anathoth. Madmenah 
is removed; the inhabitants of Gebim gather them- 
ſelves to flee; denoting the fear, hurry, and confuſion of 
32 the people, upon the news of his invaſion. As yet ſhall he 
remain at Nob that day, from whence he might ſee Feru- 
ſalem : he ſhall ſhake his hand, and that ſball be all, 
[againſt] the mount of the daughter of Zion, the hill 


33 of Jeruſalem. Behold, the Lord, the Loxp of hoſts, 


ſhall lop the bough with terror: and the high ones of 
ſtature [ſhall be] hewn down, and the haughty ſhall 
34 be humbled. And he ſhall cut down the thickets of 
the foreſt with iron, and Lebanon ſhall fall by a mighty 
one, that is, the deſtroying angel; the image is taken from 
cutting down a foreſt ; the Aſſyrian army, with their ſwords, 
bows, and pikes lifted up, look lite a moving foreſt, but 


they ſhall be entirely and irrecoverably cut down, 


REFLECT- 
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REFLECTIONS. 


I, HE greateſt kings and moſt powerful armies 

are only inftruments in God's hand ; without 
him they can do no more than an ax or a ſaw without a 
hand to uſe it. They can do no more than he permits, 
for he doeth according to his will in the armies of heaven, and 
among the inhabitants of this world. This ſhould diſpel all 
unreaſonable fears of our enemies, abate our confidence in 
our own ſtrength, and engage us to make ſure of his 
friendſhip and alliance. | 

2. The counſels of God and thoſe of princes often 
differ and are contrary ; but his ſhall prevail. The Aſſy- 
rian came againſt Judah to conquer and plunder it, and 
not ſuſpecting that he was then fulfilling the divine defign 
to puniſh an hypocritical people, and bring them to repent- 
ance, Thus. our enemies are often performing God's 
work upon us, without intending it; that is, to humble us 
for our pride and ſecurity, and lead us to ſeriouſneſs and 
reformation. What a delightful thought ! that the ſchemes 
of providence are carrying on by the ſinful paſſions and 
purſuits of men, and that tho" there be many devices in the 
heart of man, God's counſel ſhall land. 

3. We learn that pride goes before deſtruction. It is 
common for proud men to boaſt what they will do; and, 
becauſe they have met with ſome ſucceſs, to think that 
they ſhall carry all before them. So the king of Afyria 
talked, Have I not conquered this place, and thoſe gods ? 
and ſhall I not ſubdue Jeruſalem? and be too hard for 
Jehovah ? whom he impiouſly calls an idol : but he was 
miſtaken, Such language is as ridiculous as for an ax or ſaw 
to boaſt what deſtruction they have made among the trees. 
Let us beware of this temper, for we are nothing; it is 
robbing God of his glory, and provoking him to ſtrip us 
of all we poſſeſs. 

4. When God has appeared to defend and ſucceed his 


people, it is their duty to return to him and truſt in him. 


This good effect the Aſſyrian invaſion produced; and this 
is the deſign of God in ſending afflictions upon us. It is 
e | O 2 comfortable 
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comfortable to think that thejconſumption is determined in 
righteouſneſs ; the conſumption of our national numbers, 
ſtrength or treaſures; the conſumption of our ſubſtance 


| health, or friends; all is particularly determined, when, 


and how, and to what degree ; God 1s juſt in all our afflic- 
tions, and kind in the meaſure and duration of them. 
May they all have this effect, to bring us to ceaſe from man, 
and ſtay ourſelves upon the holy one of Iſrael. But let us fee 
that we do it in truth; and with ſincerity ; in the uſe of 
proper means, to remove every affliction ; and in humble 
dependance on God for a bleſſing. When we make con- 
ſcience of our duty to God, and uſe no finful means for 
ſecurity, then, and then only, ſhould we have confidence 
in him. \ 


CH AFP: II. 


The prophet having mentioned the deliverance of Fudah from the 
king of Aria, naturally proceeds to their greater deliverance 
by the Meſſiah, as a deſcendant of David, on whom the 
ſpirit would reſt, in whoſe days peace ſhould be propagated, 
Iſrael and Fudah return to their own land, be united, and 
made victorious. RO 


1 N D there ſhall come forth a rod out of the ſtem 
of Jeſſe, and a Branch ſhall grow out of his 
roots; à reference to the foregoing verſes; there ſhall come 

a tender ſhoot out of a flock that has long lain in the ground, 
that is, the family of David, then ſunk into meanneſs and 

2 obſcurity: And the ſpirit of the Loxp ſhall reſt upon 
him, the ſpirit of wiſdom and underſtanding, in divine 
and natural things, the ſpirit of counſel and might, 10 
adviſe contrive, and execute, the ſpirit of knowledge, 
in the divine law, and of the fear of the Loxb, of true 
religion; he ſhall not only inculcate it, but be an eminent 

3 example of it ; And this ſpirit ſhall make him of quick 
underitanding in the fear of the LoxD; he ſhall be 
eminent for all branches of wiſdom and godlineſs, and know 
te real cliaracters of men: and he ſhall not judge * 

. the 
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the ſight of his eyes, neither reprove aſter the hearin 
4 of his ears, that is, upon uncertain reports: But wit 

righteouſneſs ſhall he judge the poor, and reprove with 

equity for the meek of the earth; he Hall defend the 
ba poor, and condemn their oppreſſors: and he ſhall ſmite the 

"of earth with the rod, or ſword, of his mouth, and with the 

"* 5 breath of his lips ſhall he ſlay the wicked.“ And 

$ righteouſneſs ſhall be the girdle of his loins, and faith. 

* fulneſs the girdle of his reins; he ſhall havg a ftrict re- 
gard to juſtice and integrity, which, like a girdle, adorn 

6 and defend a perſon. The wolf alſo ſhall dwell with the 
lamb, and the leopard ſhall lie down with the kid ; and 
the calf and the young lion and the fatling together; and 

7 a little child ſhall lead them. And the cow and the 
bear ſhall feed; their young ones ſhall lie down to- 

$ gether: and the lion ſhall eat ſtraw like the ox. And 
the ſucking child ſhall play on the hole of the afp, 
and the weaned child ſhall put his hand on the cock- 
atrice' den; a beautiful image, eſpecially as thoſe countries 
abounded with wild beaſts and ſerpents : the meaning is, that 
Jews and gentiles ſhould be united, the irregular tempers 
of men corrected, ſo that the miſchievous ſhould become inno- 
cent and uſeful, and a peaceable diſpoſition univerſally pre- 

9 vail, They ſhall not hurt nor deſtroy in all my holy 
mountain; (a proof that the above expreſſions are all figu- 
rative :) for the earth ſhall be full of the knowledge 
of the Lorp, as the waters cover the ſea; knowledge 
and holineſs ſhall be promoted, and the effe ſhall be meek- 
neſs, peace, and love. — Tie remainder of the chapter refers 
to the converſion of the jews in the latter day. 

10 And in that day there ſhall be a branch out of the root 
of Jeſſe, which ſhall ſtand for an enſign of the people, 
to gather them together, ( Rom. xv. 12.) to it ſhall the 
gentiles ſeek: and his reſt ſhall be glorious, that is, the 
church, where he reſts and dwells, fhall be glorious by the 

11 acceſſion of the gentiles. And it ſhall come to pals in that 
day, in the illuſtrious time I am ſpeaking of, | that] the Lord 
ſhall ſet his hand again the ſecond time to recover the 

WY remnant 


m This is applied to antichriſt, Rev. xix. 13. The Lord hall 
defliroy him. 
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remnant of his people, as he did firſt out of Babylon, 
which ſhall be left, from Aſſyria, and from Egypt, 
and from Pathros, and from Cuſh, and from Elam, 
and from Shinar, and from Hamath, and from 
the iſlands of the ſea, that is, all countries on the 
ſea coaſt as well as iſlands, and refers to theſe weſtern 
12 parts of the world, And he ſhall ſet up an enſign for 
the nations, that is, the dotirine of the goſpel, and 
ſhall aſſemble the outcaſts of Iſrael, and gather together 
the diſperſed of Judah from the four corners of the 
13 earth. The envy alſo of Ephraim ſhall depart, and 
the adverſaries of Judah ſhall be cut off: Ephraim 
ſhall not envy Judah, and Judah ſhall not vex Ephraim, 
they ſhall ceaſe from open huſtilities and ſecret animaſities. 
14 But they ſhall fly upon the ſhoulders of the Philiſtines 
toward the weſt; they ſhall ſpoil them of the eaſt to- 
ether: they ſhall lay their hand upon Edom and 
oab; and the children of Ammon ſhall obey them; 

theſe being the antient enemies of 1ſrael, are put figuratively 
for the enemies of the chriſtian church; and the paſſage inti- 
mates, that the converted jews ſhall triumph over all that 
15 oppoſe their return to their own land. And the Logo ſhall 
utterly deſtroy the tongue, or bay, of the Egyptian ſea ; 
and with his mighty wind ſhall he ſhake his hand over 
the river, and ſhall ſmite it in the ſeven ftreams, and 
make [men] go over dry ſhod; he ſhall overcome all op- 
Poſition in their way, as he divided the Red ſea for Iſrael to 
16 go out of Egypt.” And there ſhall be an highway for 
the remnant of his people, which ſhall be left from 
Aſſyria; like as it was to Iſrael in the day that he came 
up out of the land of Egypt; there ſhall be a free paſ- 


Sage, and all difficulties ſhall be removed which hinder their 
return. 


REFLECTIONS, 


1. HE extraordinary endowments of Chriſt, as a 
a teacher and king, render him worthy of the 
higheſt regard. He was gloriouſly qualified for his _ 
: y » 

» This is expreſſed in Rev. xvi, 12. by drying up Euphrates, 
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by the {pirit which was given him without meaſure, He had 
all treaſures of wiſdom and knowledge, for his own uſe, and 
to beſtow on his people. Meek neſs and courage, wiſdom 
and ſtrength, juſtice and gentleneſs, were united in him. 
Happy are the ſubjects of ſuch a prince, the diſciples of 
ſuch a teacher! And bleſſed be God for his high exaltation 
and glorious qualifications ; ſo that in him we may ſafely 
truſt, And O that his churches every where may be glori- 
- ous, by the ſupply of the ſpirit which is in Chritt ! 

2. How ſolicitous ſhould we be to anſwer the deſign of 
his goſpel, and to have theſe i]luſtrious prophecies of its 

d effects fulfilled in us. Let us make 1t appear that we 
are chriſtians indeed, by the peaceableneſs and gentleneſs 
of our diſpoſition, the ſoftneſs and ſweetneſs of our tem- 
pers! Let nothing malicious, revengetul, four, conten- 
tious, or unkind, be ever found in us. Let us cultivate 
peace; labour to promote each other's happineſs ; and in 
this, follow on to know the Lord; and by increafing in our 
acquaintance with him, who is love, be conformed to his 
image, and walk in love, even as Chriſt hath loved us. 

3. Let us rejoice in the 3 of that day, when 
chriſtianity ſhall have a more illuſtrious triumph, and Jews 
and Gentiles be gathered into his church. It is delightful 
to think, when we hear of the poor jews diſperſed and evil 
entreated every where, that there is mercy in ſtore for 
them; that they ſhall at length become chriſtians, and be 
as much eſteemed and beloved as they are now hated and 
deſpiſed. Many ſigns and wonders will introduce and at- 
tend this great event. God will overcome all difficulties 
which lie in the way, and in the mean time, aur heart's 


defire and prayer for Ijrael ſhould be that they may be ſaved. 


— 


— — — — — 
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The concluſion of the former chapter referred to the glory of the 
latter day, when jews and gentiles ſhall be gathered into the 
church, its enemies be deſtroyed, and peace reſtored; this 


chapter is à thankſgiving which they art directed to uſe at 
O4 that © 
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that time; it repreſents to them what ſentiments they ſhould 
entertain, and how they ſhould expreſs them. It conſiſts of 
two parts; in the firſt three verſes there is a call to God's 
people to ſtir up themſelves to the work of praiſe ; in the other 
three verſes they are direfted to ſtir up one another, and endea - 
vour to engage all about them to join in it. 


1 


ND in that day thou ſhalt fay, O Lox, I will 
A praiſe thee : though thou waſt angry with me, 
thine anger 1s turned away, and thou comfortedſt me ; 
tho* thou didſt puniſh and diſperſe thy people, the tokens of 
thine anger are now removed, and their bleſſings reſtored ; 
thou haſt given them cauſe and hearts to praiſe thee. Behold, 
obſerve it as a great, wonderful, and unexpected event, 
God [is] my ſal vation; he hath brought ſalvation ſuited 
to our circumſtances, and every way worthy of God; I will 
truſt, and not be afraid: for the Logp JEHOV AH, 
the eternal and unchangeable God, the author and giver of 
all our ſtrength, [is] my ſtrength and | my] ſong, that 
7s, the ſubjett matter of my ſong; he alſo is become my 
ſalvation; he hath manifeſted himſelf as our ſaviour in the 
moſt remarkable manner, and ſhall have all the glory. 
Therefore, as the conſequence of God's kind inter poſition, 
with joy ſhall ye draw water out of the wells of ſalva- 


tion; ye ſhall have abundance of divine joy and comfort in 


attending upon ordinances, to which ye ſhall be reſtored and 
admitted; ſprings of ſalvation ſhall then break up, and ye 


4 ſhall receive refreſhment wwith unutterable joy.“ And in 


5 


truly valuable, are not confined to the jews, but extend over 


that day ſhall ye ſay, Praiſe the Lov, call upon his 
name, declare his doings among the people, make 
mention that his name is exalted; ye ſhall not only praiſe 
him yourſelves, but tell the world what he has done for you, 
and record it for the benefit of poſterity. Sing unto the 
Loxp; for he hath done excellent things: this [is] 
known in all the earth; he bleſſings he hath beſtowed are 


the 


' Here is an alluſion to the ſlate of Iſrael in the wilderneſs; 
when thirſty and ready to periſh, God cauſed ſprings to riſe up 


for them; and they received the water with joy and ſinging. 


Religious ordinances and communications of the ſpirit, are often 


repreſented under this image, 


05 
A 
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6 the whole earth. Cry out and ſhout, thou inhabitant of 
Zion; uſe the ſtrongeſt expreſſions and demonſtrations of 
thankfulneſs and joy: for great [is] the Holy One of 
Iſrael in the midſt of thee z he hath manifeſted his great- 
neſs in thy deliverance, and his holineſs too; his faithful- 
neſs to his promiſe and covenant; and he is ſtill in the midſt 
of thee, to defend thee from danger, ſecure thy privileges, 
and prolong thy peace. 


REFLECTIONS 


1. E are led from hence to aſcribe the praiſe of 

all our peace and comfort, to God. Whatever 
deliverances we have, whatever comforts have heen reſtor- 
ed, or continued, all is owing to the care and favour of 
Jehovah. Let us cheriſh a grateful temper; ſing praiſes 
to him with our voice; and not be low, dull, and lifeleſs 
in this moſt reaſonable and delightful work. 

2. The people of God ſhould heartily join in preſenting 
their publick thanks to him. Every one ſhould fay this for 
himſelf, and ſay it together, that God is our ſtrength and ſalva- 
lion; eſpecially is he ſo in our redemption thro? Chriſt Jeſus, 
that great ſalvation /o which all the prophets bore witneſs. 
Let us be thankful, that it is an extenſive as well as a 
2 ſalvation; that it is known thro* all the earth. 

et us ſpeak of it one to another, and mention it to our 


children, that they alſo may thank God for his unſpeakable 


3. Divine ordinances ſhould be attended with pleaſure. 
Thoſe wells of falvation are opened to us; there is no 
enemy to ſtop them or divert their courſe ; and we ought 
to come to them with as much reliſh as a thirſty, periſhing 
traveller would come to a ſpring of water. Here we may 
drink, not only for our preſent refreſhment, but to gain 
ſtrength for the diſcharge of all the duties of life, How 
ungrateful to God is it to ſay, What a wearineſs is it! He 
expects that we be joyful in his houſe of prayer; he hath 
done every thing to make us ſo, and he loveth a cheerful 
worſhipper. 

4. Former experiences of God's goodneſs are an en- 

couragement 
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couragement to truſt in him, He has often been our ſal- 
vation, when we have been in imminent danger; hath 
given us his ſon to be our ſaviour ; and the Holy One of 
Iſrael is ſtill in the midſt of us, to guard his churches, and 
ſecure the happineſs of all his people. And while we 
praiſe him for paſt favours, let us further call upon his 
name, and commit all our concerns to his good providence, 
for thus he commands us, Be careſul for nothing; but in 
every thing by prayer and ſupplication with thankſoiving make 
known your requeſts unto God, 


— — — 
i. 


The prophet proceeds to foretell the calamities of the neighbouring 
nations, particularly thoſe that Iſrael was ſome way or other 
concerned with; and begins with Babylon, that would be a 
cruel oppreſſor to them. aA KA 


I HE burden of Babylon, which Iſaiah the fon of 
2 Amoz did ſee.“ Lift ye up a banner upon the 
high mountain, 10 gather the ſoldiers together, exalt the 
voice unto them, as they do that would enliſt them, ſhake 
the hand, beckon with the hand for them to come, that 
they may go into the gates of the nobles; that they 
may enliſt under great officers; or it may refer to the ſeizing 

3 of Babylon, and plundering its palaces. I have command- 
ed my ſanctified ones, hoſe whom I have called, ſeparated, 
and prepared for the ſervice, I have alſo called my mighty 
ones for mine anger, [even] them that rejoice in my 
highneſs; who ſhall cheerfully execute thoſe commands which 
diſplay my greatneſs and glory, tho they do not confider it 

4 as ſuch, The noiſe of a multitude in the mountains, 
| like as of a great people; a tumultuous noiſe of the 
kingdoms of nations gathered together, crowding together 

| to 

P A burden ſignifies in general, a weighty, important matter; 
but ſometimes, as here, a burdenſome prophecy, that foretells the 
ruin of a country, It was near two hundred years after this, 
that Babylon was taken by Cyrus; its ruin, and that entire deſo- 


lation which this chapter deſcribes, was an event utterly beyond 
all human foreſight, and exceedingly improbable to be conjectured. 
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ts my ſtandard: the Lonp of hoſts muſtereth the hoſt of 
5 the battle. They come from a far country, from the end 
of heaven, [even] the Loxp, and the weapons of his 
indignation, to deſtroy the whole land; referring to the 
troops of Media and Perſia, and the auxiliaties Cyrus had 
from many other nations; all regular and well diſciplined 
ſoldiers, and God's inſtruments to deftroy the whole land of 
Chaldea. 
6 Houl ye; for the day of the Loxp [is] at and; it 
ſhall come as a deſtruction from the Almighty, and as 
- ſuch ſhall be irreſiſtible. Therefore ſhall all hands be 
faint, 10: able io hold their weapons, and every man's 
heart ſhall melt with fear, ſo that he ſhall have no ſpirit to 
8 reſt. And they ſhall be afraid: pangs and ſorrows 
ſhall take hold of them; they ſhall be in pain as a 
woman' that travaileth: they ſhall be amazed one at 
another, thinking the city impregnable; aud when it is taken, 
ſpreading conſternation from one to another; their faces 
[ ſhall be as] flames, black and ghaſtly, as when ſcorched 
9 by the flames. Behold, the day of the Lonp cometh, 
cruel both with wrath and fierce anger, to lay the land 
deſolate : and he ſhall deftroy the ſinners, the idolatrous, 
10 cruel, and luxurious inhabitants thereof out of it, For 
the ſtars of heaven and the conſtellations thereof ſhall 
not give their light: the fun ſhall be darkened in his 
oing forth, and the moon ſhall not cauſe her light to 
ſhine, a common deſcription in the prophets of the removal 
of every thing that gives comfort and encouragement 1 a 
nation; and here, of the univerſal gloom and melancholy 
11 that ſhould ſpread over the land of Chaldea. And I will 
puniſh the world, or, the kingdom of Babylon, for [their] 
evil, and the wicked for their iniquity; and I will cauſe 
the arrogancy of the proud to ceaſe, and will lay low 
12 the haughtineſs of the terrible. I will make a man, hat 
is, 4 common man, more precious than fine gold; even 
a man, that is; a gallant man, than the golden wedge ot 
Ophir. An elegant and beautiful deſcription ! There ſhall 


. hardly be a man to be found, ſuch havack ſhall be made of 


them; they ſhall be ſo ſcarce, that they cannot be hired for 
13 any money. Therefore I will ſhake the heavens, and 
| Xo the 
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the earth ſhall remove out of her place, in the wrath of 
the Lok of hoſts, and in the day of his fierce anger; 
ſuch ſhall be their terror and confuſion, as if the heavens and 
14 earth were jumbled together. And it ſhall be as the 


chaſed roe, and as a ſheep that no man taketh up; hoſe - 


that uſed to be like roaring lions and ranging bears, ſhall be 
fearful and weak, like a roe or a ſheep: they ſhall every 
man turn to his own people, and flee every one into 
15 his own land; all their allies ſhall deſert them, Every 
one that is found ſhall be thruſt through ; and every 
one that 1s joined [unto them] ſhall fall by the ſword, 
16 Their children alſo ſhall be daſhed to pieces before 


their eyes; their houſes - ſhall be ſpoiled, and their 


wives raviſhed ; thus cruelly they will uſe the jews, (Zech. 


xiv. 2.) and thus ſhall they be treated. The inſtruments of 


17 this deſolation are then mentioned. Behold, I will ſtir up 
the Medes againſt them, which ſhall not regard ſilver; 
and [as for] gold, they ſhall not delight in it; they /hall 

18 at as if they only thirſted for blood.* | Their] bows alſo 
ſhall daſh the young men to pieces; and they ſhall 
have no pity on the fruit of the womb; their eye ſhall 

19 not ſpare children, And Babylon, the glory of king- 
doms, the beauty of the Chaldees' excellency, ſhall be 
as when God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah, hat is, 
20 ſhall be entirely deſtroyed. It ſhall never be inhabited, 
neither ſhall it be dwelt in from generation to genera- 
tion: neither ſhall the Arabian? pitch tent there; nei- 

21 ther ſhall the ſhepherds make their fold there. But 
wild beaſts of the deſert ſhall lie there; and their houſes 
ſhall be full of doleful creatures; and owls ſhall dwell 


232 there, and ſatyrs ſhall dance there. And the wild 


beaſts 


1 This is a remarkable and moſt wonderful prediction; for at 
the time when Iſaiah propheſied there was no kingdom of the 
Medes, they were ſubject to the king of Aſſyria; but about nine- 
teen years after this they revolted, ſet up a kingdom of their 
own, and became ſo powerful, that, in conjunction with the Per- 
fians, they deſtroyed Babylon. 


r A wandering people, that carried their tents and cattle from 
place to place, where they could find moſt convenient food for 
them. | 
What theſe creatures were, the learned have not agreed; but 
they were ſuch that loved to dwell in deſolate and ruined places, 


beaſts of the iſlands ſhall cry in their deſolate houſes 
and dragons in [their] pleaſant palaces: and her time 
[is] near to come, and her days ſhall not be prolonged 
beyond her ſet time; denoting the certainty of the things 
deſtribed, as well as their being near. 


REFLECTION S, 
For a faſt day. 


3 BSERVE and adore the power of God over 
all the hoſts of the earth. What a ſublime de- 
ſcription is here given of the univerſal agency of God! 
particularly of the uſe he makes of the contrivances and 
force of men. He, the Lord of hoſts, muſtereth the hoſts 
of the battle; he gathers them together, reviews them, 
and arms them. Their weapons are the weapons of his 
indignation, and he gives them ſucceſs. He can eaſily 
take away the ſtrength of their opponents to reſiſt, and 
their courage to endure; he can make their hands faint, 
and their hearts melt. It is a delightful thought, that all 
the hoſts of the world are under the ſovereign command of 
the Lord of hoſts. This ſhows the propriety of ac- 
knowledging him, and imploring his favour in time of war. 
It ſhould be our earneſt defire, that our ſoldiers may be 
ſanctified ones, in the beſt ſenſe of the word; devoted to 
his fear and ſervice; that they may rejoice in his highneſs, 
and go forth in his ſtrength to the ſervice for which they 
are called ; and ſeek his glory in all they do. 
2. The fall of Babylon, and its utter deſolation, ſhould 
be a warning to all nations. So providence eee 
intended them to be. When we conſider it as the greateſt 


and moſt powerful monarchy in the world ; the extent, 


ſtrength, wealth, and grandeur of its capital ; what little 
probability there was that it ſhould ever be taken; and eſ- 
pecially that it was predicted, ſo long before the event, 

that 


© As the walls of Babylon were not entirely demoliſhed, the 
Perſian king made it a park for wild beaſts; but afterwards it 
was deſerted; and many travellers tell us that no one went near 
the ruins, on account of the wild beaſts and ſerpents that a- 


bounded there, and that there are ſcarce any remains of it now to 
be ſeen. 
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that it ſhould be utterly deſtroyed and left deſolate; who 
would not adore that ſpirit of prophecy which foretold it, 
and be afraid of the anger of the almighty power that 
executed the vengeance ! What an awful deſcription of that 
anger have we been now confidering | O may Britain hear 


and fear! ſhe is, in the moſt important reſpects, the glory 


of kingdoms, but is not ſecure from ſharing the fate of 
former kingdoms; juſtly therefore may we tremble for 
ourſelves and our country, Let us learn to fear the king of 
nations, woo doeth according to his will in the armies of heaven 
and among the inhabitants of the carth, and implore mercy 
for our land. And in order to obtain this, let us 

3. Obſerve the ſources of Babylon's ruin, and learn 
righteouſneſs by it. The ruin of Babylon was occafioned 

its iniquities, its idolatry, cruelty, luxury and love 
of pleaſure, theſe fins abounded among them, but their 
arrogance, pride, and haughtineſs, are what the principal 
ftreſs is laid upon in this chapter, they were conceited of 


their own politicks, wealth, power, and ſtrength, v. 11. 


Hence they thought themſelves ſecure, defpiſed their ene- 
mies, and ſet all danger, and even the judgments of God, 
at defiance, But there is no contending with the Almighty; 
and thoſe that deal in pride he is able and he takes plealere to 
abaſe. Let us then be warned againſt confidence in our 
wiſdom, ftrength, and military force, and fix our depen- 
dance on God. National humiliations and prayers are ex. 
ceeding proper and uſeful, as they tend to abate our pride, 
and our truſt in an arm of fleſh, and to convince us that 
all our ſtrength and ſufficiency is of God, If we thus 
humble ourſelves under his mighty hand, we may cheer- 


fully hope that in due time he will exalt us, But the 


nation or individual that exalts itfelf, ſhall in God's time 
and way be abafed and brought low, 
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The prophet here foretells the reſtoration of Iſrael, and their 
triumph over Babylon, 


i FOR 
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I OR the Loxp will have mercy on Jacob, and will 

et chooſe Iſrael,” return to them in mercy, and ſet 

them in their own land: and the ftrangers ſhall be 

joined with them, and they ſhall cleave to the houſe of 

Jacob; many Chaldeans and captives with the jews in 

Babylon, ſhall become proſelytes and return with them to 

2 their land. And the people ſhall take them, and . 

them to their place: and the houſe of Iſrael ſhall poſſeſs 

them in the land of the Loxp for ſervants and hand- 

maids : and they ſhall take them captives, whoſe cap- 

tives they were; and they ſhall rule over their oppreſ- 

ſors; they ſhall uſe their aſſiſtance as they have occaſion for 

it, and receive ſervices from thoſe to whom they had been 

3 ſlaves, And it ſhall come to paſs in the day that the 

Loxd ſhall give thee reſt from thy ſorrow, and from 

thy fear, and from the hard bondage wherein thou waſt 

4 made to ſerve, That thou ſhalt take up this proverb, 

this acute and excellent ſaying, againſt the king of Baby- 
lon, and ſay, in theſe ſublime and lofty trains, How hath 

the oppreſſor ceaſed! the golden city ceaſed! how v 

it poſſuble that ſuch a thing ſhould ever be brought about! 

5 The Lox hath broken the ſtaff of the wicked, [and] 

the ſceptre of the rulers; it is God's doing, and therefore 

6 wonder not at it. He who ſmote the people in wrath 

with a continual ſtroke, he- that ruled the nations in 

anger, who was a moſt barbarous and ungenerous con- 

queror, he is perſecuted, [and] none hindereth; neither 

7 his own people nor his allies could help him. The whole 

earth is at reſt, [and] is quiet, now ils greateſt oppreſſor 

is ceaſed, now Babylon is deſtroyed : they break forth into 

8 iinging. Yea, the fir trees rejoice at thee, [and] the 

cedars of Lebanon, [ſaying,] Since thou art laid down, 

no feller 1s come up . us; the great and the common 


9 People rejoice, over whom he had tyrannixed. Hell from 
beneath is moved for thee to meet [thee] at thy com» 
ing: it ſtirreth up the dead for thee, [even] all the 
chief ones of the earth; it hath raiſed up from their 
thrones all the kings of the nations; the inviſible world 
is rouſed to make way for ſo great a monarch ;, the kings that 
uſed to be afraid of thee, and were tributary to thee, riſe up 

Tha by 


1 203 ISAIAH. XIV. 


11 10 by way of ſcorn and inſult, All they ſhall ſpeak and ſay 
| | 2 unto thee, Art thou alſo become weak as we? art thou 
11 become like unto us? Thy pomp is brought down to 

$ b the grave, [and] the noiſe of thy viols: the worm is 
| | ſpread under thee, and the worms cover thee, inſtead 
; 12 of thy rich garments and ſumptuous carpets, How art 
thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, ſon of the morn- 
ing; thou who excelledſi other princes in glory, as much as 

ö the morning ſtar does the other ſtars in luſtre : [how] art 
| | thou cut down to the ground, which didſt weaken the 
. 13 nations! For thou haſt ſaid in thine heart, I will aſcend 
[ | into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the ſtars, or 
| angels, of God ; an hyperbole, to expreſs his great pride, or 
[| that he really expected divine honours: I will fit alſo upon 

/ the mount of the congregation, in the fides of the 
north; [will place my royal throne upon mount Zion, and 
14 in the temple at Jeruſalem: yea I will aſcend above the 
heights of the clouds: I will be like the moſt High. 

| 15 Yet thou ſhalt be brought down to hell, to the ſides of 
16, the pit. They that ſee thee ſhall narrowly look upon 
thee, [and] conſider thee, [ſaying, Is] this the man 

| that made the earth to tremble, that did ſhake king- 
= doms; they ſhall be. aſtoniſhed at thy fall, and look atten- 
1 - tively before they can believe it is thou that art fallen ſo low 
3 17 [ That] made the world as a wilderneſs, and deſtroyed 
| the cities thereof; that] opened not the houſe of his 
priſoners? intimating both his power and cruelty, he grant- 
18 ed them no releaſe: All the kings of the nations, [even] 
all of them, lie in glory, every one in his own houſe, 

or ſepulchre; they were buried with marks of honour and 

19 diſtinfion: But thou art caſt out of thy grave like an 
abominable branch, Ike ſome noi ſome plant, that lies rot- 
ting above ground, [and as] the raiment of thoſe that are 
ſlain, thruſt through with a ſword, he raiment of a male- 
fatlor beſmeared with blood and dirt, that go down to the 
ſtones of the pit; as a carcaſe trodden under feet; like 

a putrifying carcaſe, which is ſuffered to lie a while unburied, 
and then is thrown into ſome quarry or pit, which probably 

; 20 u, the caſe with Belſhazzar's body, Thou ſhalt not be 
Joined with them in burial, hat is, with thine anceſtors 
8 þ in 
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in an honourable burial, becauſe thou haſt deſtroyed thy 
land, [and] ſlain thy people; deſtroyed thy ſubjefts, and 
brought ruin upon thy land: the ſeed of evil doers ſhall 
never, or not ever, be renowned. And becauſe he has been 
21 ſo notorious a tranſgreſſor, therefore Prepare ſlaughter 
for his children for the iniquity of their fathers ; who 
tread in the cruel ſteps of their anceſtors; that they do not 
riſe, nor poſſeſs the land, nor fill the face of the 
world with cities ; that they may not recover their former 
22 flouriſhing condition." For I will riſe up againſt them, 
faith the Lord of hoſts, and cut off from Babylon 
the name, and remnant, and ſon, and nephew, faith 
the Lorp ; all the poſterity and kindred of the king of 
23 Babylon. I will alſo make it a poſſeſſion for the bit- 
tern, and pools of water: and I will ſweep it with the 
beſom of deſtruction, ſaith the Lorp of hoſts. A noble, 
tio beautiful image; intimating the vile nature of ſin, the 
total extirpation of that wicked people, and the perfect eaſe 
with which the righteous God would execute his intended 
vengeance. Then comes a prophecy of the ſpeedy deſtruction 
of the Aſſyrians in Hezekiah's time, which was deſigned to 
confirm their faith in this prophecy of the fall of Babylon. 
24 The Lonp of hoſts hath ſworn, ſaying, Surely as I 
have thought, ſo ſhall it come to paſs; and as I have 
purpoſed, [ſo] ſhall it ſtand; and therefore let not my peo- 
25 ple doubt of it, tho* it ſeem ever ſo incredible : That I will 
break the Aſſyrian in my land, and upon my mountains 
tread him under foot; the army of Sennacherib, as a 
Pledge of the full deſtruftion of Babylon: then ſhall his 
yoke depart from off them, and his burden depart from 
26 off their ſhoulders. This [is] the purpoſe that is pur- 
poſed upon the whole earth : and this [is] the hand 
that is ſtretched out upon all the nations at riſe up 
27 againſt Iſrael, For the Logp of hoſts hath purpoſed, 
Vol. V, P and 
» Belſhazzar's children and family were probably ſlain with him. 
» This prophecy was exactly accompliſhed, for Cyrus took Babylon 
by turning the channel of the river Euphrates that ran thro” it, 
and by neglecting to repair the banks, the river overflowed the 


country about it, and it became, and now is, a filthy, noiſome 
marſh, 
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and who ſhall diſannul [it?] and his hand [is] ſtretched 
out, and who ſhall turn it back ? 9 | 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. TI T ſhould be the defire and care of God's people to 

ſpread the knowledge of their religion, and their 
pleature, to ſee others embrace it. It is mentioned as an 
inſtance of God's goodneſs to the jews, that many of their 
enemies ſhould become proſelytes to their religion, and 
return with them in order to worſhip their God. His 
appearances for them, and their good behaviour, gained 
upon their enemies, and induced them to return. with 
them. Thus ſhould it be our care to behave in ſo holy, 
juſt, and friendly a manner, that others ſeeing our good works, 
may glorify our father who is in heaven, It ſhould be our 
ambition to ſee the church enlarged ; pious ſtrangers ſhould 
cheerfully be received into it; and it ſhould be our pecu- 
liar care that our ſervants ſhould poſſeſs the beſt bleſſings, 
and learn wiſdom and goodneſs from our admonition and 
example. | | ; 

2. This ſublime parable, concerning the king of Ba- 
bylon, intimates to us, that there is a world of ſpirits, 
in which they know and converſe with each other. Theſe 
poetical flights are grounded on that truth, that there 1s 
an inviſible world, into which human ſouls are removed, 
princes and kings as well as others, and that they have 
acquaintance and converſe with each other. It may alſo 
intimate to us, that the inhabitants of hell have no re- 
verence for the former - greatneſs, wealth, dignity, and 
authority of their fellow ſufferers, nor any fear of their 
power; that there is no diſtance kept, no diſtinction 
made, nor deference paid in that place of torments; that 
the cutting ſneers and keen railleries of thoſe whom they 
tyrannized over here, will be a conſiderable torment to the 
great and proud. Let this thought excite us to fly from the 
wrath to come, and ſecure a manſion among the bleſſed ; 
to do all the good we can to others, that they may receive 


us into the everlaſting habitations, and we for ever —_— 
eir 
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their thanks and friendſhip for the ſervices we have done 
them, 

3. Let God's great and 2 indignation againſt tyrants, 
as here particularly ſpecified, caution us againſt every 
degree of cruelty and oppreſſion. There are many 
tyrants among chriſtians, who oppreſs all under their 
power, and would be as bad as the king of Babylon had 
they equal authority and opportunity. They diſtreſs their 
ſervants, workmen, tenants, and dependants, to gratify 
their cruelty or ſpleen; and will not do to others as _> 
defire and expect to be done by. Goq; will reckon wi 
ſuch men at laſt, and judge them as + army They 
think by theſe means to increaſe the fortunes of their 
children, but are generally diſappointed, for the ſeed of 
evil doers ſhall never be renowned, Let us fly from all 
theſe deteſtable practices, be ſtrictly juſt to the rights of 
others, tender of their eaſe and comfort, and ready to 
give up ſome of our due for their relief and benefit. Let 
us be rich in good works, ready to diſtribute, willing to com- 
municate ; for with ſuch ſacrifices God is well pleaſed. 


————— 


CHAP. XIV. 28, to the end. CH AP. XV, XVI. 


The fifteenth chapter refers to the calamities brought upon Moab, 
ſoon after the deſtruftion of the Aſſyrian army, becauſe during 
the diſtreſs of Fudah, they did not give them any help, as is 
intimated in the next chapter. It was probably delivered in 
the firſt and executed in the fourth year of Hezekiah. When 
 Shalmaneſer invaded the kingdom of Iſrael, he might march 
thro? Moab, and take their principal cities Ar and Mir. 


28 JN the year that king Ahaz died was this burden. 
29 Rejoice not thou, whole Paleſtina, or land of the 
' Philiftines, becauſe the rod of him that ſmote thee 
is broken; referring to their rejoicing on the death 
of Ahaz, whoſe father Uzziah had been a dreadful 
ſcourge to them: for out of the ſerpent's root ſhall 
come forth a cockatrice, or adder, and his fruit [ſhall 
be] a fiery flying ſerpent 3 the king who ſhall ſucceed him, 

2 Hall 
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31 


32 


1 


fall fling them worſe than his grandfather did, which 


| 30 hiſtory tells us that he did, 2 Kings xviii. 8. And the firſt 


born of the poor ſhall feed, and the needy ſhall lie 
down in fafety : and I will kill thy root with famine, 
and he ſhall ſlay thy remnant ; Hezekiah fhall be mild and 
Juſt to tus ſubjefts, and they ſhall enjoy plenty in his reign 
while the Philiſtines ſhall have famine and war, by which 
they ſhall be deſtroyed. Howl, O gate; cry, O city; 
thou, whole Paleſtina, [art] diſſolved : for there ſhall 
come from the north a ſmoke, hat is, a fire from Judea 
to deftroy thee, and none ſ ſhall be] alone in his appoint- 
ed times; the jews ſpall go willingly to attack thee, and 
none ſhall deſert or be miſſing. What ſhall [one] then 
anſwer the meſſengers of the nation, who ſhall come to 
congratulate Hezekials ſucceſs? That the Logp hath 
founded Zion, and dwells there by his extraordinary pre- 


ſence, and the poor of his people ſhall truſt in it; hoſe 


that were deſpiſed ſhall betake themſelves to it, and find 


ſecurity. 


Chap. XV. The burden of Moab. - Becauſe in the 
night Ar of Moab 1s Jaid waſte, [and] brought to 
ſilence, or cut off ; becauſe in the night Kir of Moab is 
laid waſte, [and] brought to ſilence, ſuddenly and unex- 


2 petiedly; He, that is, Moab, is gone up to Bajith, and 


3 


» 


+ 


5 


to Dibon, the high places, to weep, and call upon his 


gods : Moab ſhall howl over Nebo, and over Medeba : 


on all their heads [ ſhall be] baldneſs, [and] every beard 
cut off, in token of mourning. In their ſtreets they ſhall 
gird themſelves with ſackcloth: on the tops of their 
houſes, and in their ſtreets, every one ſhall how], 
weeping abundantly. And Heſhbon ſhall cry, and 
Elealeh: their voice ſhall be heard [even] unto Jahaz: 
therefore the armed ſoldiers of Moab ſhall cry out; his 
life ſhall be grievous unto him; even the ſoldiers ſhall be 
quite diſpirited, perceiving the moſt dreadful calamities comihg 
upon them, My heart ſhall cry out for Moab; his 
fugitives | ſhall flee] unto Zoar, an heifer of three years 
old; or rather, my heart ſhall cry unto Zoar, like a heifer 
lowing after her calf : for by the mounting up of Luhith 


with weeping ſhall they go it up; for in the way of 


Horonaim 
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Horonaim they ſhall raiſe up a cry of deſtruction; it 

6 ſhall be an univerſal Jamentation. For the waters of 
Nimrim ſhall be deſolate: for the hay is withered away, 
the graſs faileth, there is no green thing; the country 

7 ſhall be depopulated and ruined by the army. Therefore 
the abundance they have gotten, and that which they 
have laid up, ſhall they carry away to the brook of the 
willows z their enemies fhall plunder and carry away all 

8 their wealth, For the cry is gone round about the hor- 
ders of Moab; the howling thereof unto Eglaim, and 

9 the howling thereof unto Beer-elim. For the waters 
of Dimon ſhall be full of blood: for I will bring more 
upon Dimon than has been already mentioned, lions upon 
him that eſcapeth of Moab, and upon the remnant of 
the land; great multitudes ſhall be flain, and thoſe who flee 
and thoſe who are left in the land, ſhall be ſlain by lions and 
other ſavage beaſts. 

x Chap. XVI. Send ye the lamb to the ruler of the 
land from Sela to the wilderneſs, unto the mount of 
the daughter of Zion; ſend the tribute due to the kings of 
Fudah, from all parts of your country, to Jeruſalem, where 

2 the king*s palace is.* For, or elſe, it ſhall be, that, ] as a 
wandering bird caſt out of the neſt, [ſo] the daughters 
of Moab ſhall be at the fords of Arnon; her children 
ſhall be turned out of their habitations, and ſhall not know 

3 where to fly. Take counſel, how the ruin may be prevented, 
execute judgment, do juſtice to my people; make thy 
ſhadow as the night in the midſt of the noon day; hide 
the outcaſts; bewray not him that wandereth ; ſhelter 
them under their ſufferings, and do not betray them to their 

46 enemies. | et mine outcaſts, hoſe that flee from the 
1 SHrian invaſion, dwell with thee, Moab; be thou a 

. covert to them from the face of the ſpoiler: for the 
extortioner is at an end, that is, ſhall quickly be ſo, the 

ſpoiler ceaſeth, the oppreſſors are conſumed out of the 

land. This is probably ironical; as if he had ſaid, Thus you 

ſhould have done, but, thanks be to God, now we have no 

T1 occaſion 

* David had conquered the Moabites, and made them tributa- 


ries, and the tribute was paid in ſheep; but this they had ne- 
glected to ſend for ſome time, 2 Kings iii. 4. 
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5 occaſion for ſuch an inſtance of your kindneſs. And in 
mercy ſhall the throne of Hezekiah be eſtabliſhed : and 
he ſhall fit upon it in truth in the tabernacle of David, 
judging, and ſeeking judgment, and haſting 10 execute 
righteouſneſs, 

6 We have heard of the pride of Moab ; all his neigh- 
bours know it, [he 1s] very proud; [even] of his 
haughtineſs, and his pride, * his wrath : [but] his 
lies [ſhall] not [be] ſo; his ſtrengih and power are not 

7 equal to his pride, he is deceived in them, Therefore ſhall 
Moab how! for Moab, every one ſhall how! : for the 
foundations of Kir-hareſeth ſhall ye mourn; ſurely 

$ [they are] ſtricken. For the fields of Heſhbon languiſh, 
[and] the vine of Sibmah: the lords of the heathen, 
the Aſſyrian officers, have broken down the principal 
plants thereof, they are come [even] unto Jazer, they 
wandered [through] the wilderneſs: her branches are 
ſtretched out, they are gone over the ſea ; heir fruitful 

9 country is waſted, ſo that they are obliged to flee. There- 
fore I will bewail thee with the weeping of Jazer, or, 
with weeping bewail Jaxer; the vine of Sibmah : I will 
water thee with my tears, O Heſhbon, and Elealeh: 
for the ſhouting for thy ſummer fruits and for thy har. 

10 veſt is fallen. And gladneſs is taken away, and joy out 
of the plentiful field; and in the vineyards there ſhall 
be no ſinging, neither ſhall there be ſhouting: the 
treaders ſhall tread out no wine in [their] preſſes; I 
have made [ their vintage] ſhouting to ceaſe ; there ſhall 
be no more ſhouting and joy in harveſt, or the vintage, 

11 becauſe all ſhall be laid waſte. Wherefore my bowels ſhall 
ſound like an harp for Moab, and mine inward parts 
for Kir-hareſh : the prophet himſelf was deeply impreſſed 


112 with the proſpect of their calamities. And it ſhall come 


to paſs, when it is ſeen that Moab is weary on the high- 
place, that he ſhall come to his ſanctuary to pray; he 
Shall firſt try his high places, then come to the NK 
Chemoſh, his god, to pray; but he ſhall not prevail. 


13 This [is] the word that the Loxp hath ſpoken con- 


14 cerning Moab ſince that time. But now the Lorp 
hath ſpoken, ſaying, Within three years, as the years 
of 
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of an hireling, that is, three exact years, and the glory 
of Moab ſhall be contemned, with all that great multi- 
tude; their riches ſhall be loft, and their multitudes become 
contemptible: and the remnant [ſhail be] very ſmall 


[and] feeble.” 


REFLECT EYG FS. 


I, HE dealings of God with the nations of the 

earth, are deſigned for the eſtabliſhment of the 
church, This was the pious anſwer Hezekiah and his 
people were to make to thoſe who came to congratulate 
him on his ſucceſs. God is ſtill carrying on this as his 
grand ſcheme ; and, tho* we may not particularly ſee how 
the means conduce to the end, the thought is very en- 
couraging. And ſince God has ſuch a regard to his 
church, and it is fo firmly fixed, it is our wiſdom to betake 
ourſelves to it, to truſt in it, and rejoice in its ſecurity 
amidſt all the attempts of its enemies. 

2. We are taught from the idolatrous Moabites to make 
prayer our refuge in the time of trouble. It is natural in 
diſtreſs for every man to cry unto his god. They cried to 
their idol gods; went up to their high places; wept, 
and mourned there ; and when one god would not anſwer, 
they tried another, How wretched is the caſe of idolaters 
how happy the people, whoſe God is the Lord! to whom 
they can go at all times, aſſured that their prayers will not 
be in vain, 

3. We ſhould lament the horrible deſolations that war 
makes in the earth. What a dreadful deſcription is here of 
the miſery of Moab, from the incurſions, ravages, and 


= plunders of their enemies. The lords of the heathens 


devoured or carried away every thing. How ſhould we 
pity our enemies, or our unkind and wicked neighbours, 
when they ſuffer ſuch a calamity. Let us think tenderly 

P 4 of 


God had long ago determined on their deſtruction, but now, 
as their wickedaeſs was increaſed, he fixed the time for it. 
Whether this prophecy was ſent tv Moab, or not, is uncertain : 
it probably might be ſo, and it would ſerve to confirm the If- 
raelites in the belief of the divine foreknowledge and providence, 
and ſtrengthen their faith in the prophecies relating to themſelves, 
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of them; and for their ſakes, as well as our own, and our 
allies, earneſtly pray that war may ceaſe. The ſervants 
of God, eſpecially his prophets, ſhould imitate the 
humanity and compaſſion of Iſaiah, who ſpeaks ſo feelingly 
of the diſtreſs of the enemies of God and Iſrael. 

4. Let us learn to cultivate a readineſs to help and re- 
lieve others in diſtreſs, whatever their character or be- 
haviour to us has been. Whether we underſtand the 
prophet's advice to Moab as ſerious or ironical, it naturally 
ſuggeſts to us that we ſhould help our fellow creatures 
under their ſufferings, relieve the outcaſts, ſhelter the 
oppreſſed from the cruelty of their oppreſſors, labour to 
promote juſtice, and ſhow humanity and kindneſs to them 
that are in trouble; then we may expect the ſame aſſiſtance 
ſhould we be in like diſtreſs; and eſpecially may we hope 
for the ſupport and conſolations of Chriſt, who /its upon 
his throne, judging righteouſly. Bleſſed are the merciful, for 
they ſhall obtain mercy. 

5. We ſee how uncertain the poſſeſſions of this world 
are, which ſhould lead us not to ſet our hearts upon them. 
What the Moabites had gotten and laid up, their enemies 
carried away. Riches expoſe men to plunder and rapine, 
and thus often take away the lives of the owners thereof. 
Joy may ſoon ceaſe out of the field; and thoſe who have 
no better or higher joy than ſuch as the increaſe, of wealth, 
corn, and wine, and oil affords, will then be very miſerable, 
But there 1s a treaſure that cannot be taken away, a joy 
that cannot be loſt, a treaſure laid up in heaven, where 
neither moth nor ruſt can corrupt, nor thieves break through 
and ſteal; a joy that ſprings from the light of God's coun- 
tenance, in whoſe preſence there is fulneſs of joy, and at -whoſe 
right hand there are pleaſures for evermore. This we ſhould 
be chiefly concerned to ſecure, Let the language of our 
ſouls be, Lord, lift up upon us the light of thy countenance z 
and then, tho the fig tree does not bloſſum, tho* there be no 
fruit on the vine, or calves in the ſtall, we may joy in the 
Lord, and rejoice in the God of our ſalvation. | 


CHAP. 
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C H A P. XVII. II. 


As Syria and Iſrael had been confederates againſt Fudah, the 
deſtruction of both of them is here foretold, 


I H E burden of Damaſcus. Behold, Damaſcus 
is, or /hall be, taken away from [being] a city, 

and it ſhall be a ruinous heap; it was ſoon after made ſo 

2 by the king of Aſſyria, ſee 2 Kings xvi. 9. The cities of 
Aroer [are] forſaken; the province of Syria ſhall be utter- 

ly deſolate : they ſhall be for flocks which ſhall lie down, 

3 and none ſhall make [them] afraid. The fortreſs alſo 
ſhall ceaſe from Ephraim, and the kingdom from 
Damaſcus, and the remnant of Syria, which ſhall be no 
longer a kingdom, but a province to Aſſyria : they ſhall be 
as the glory of the children of Iſrael, faith the Logp of 

4 hoſts; they ſhall ſhare in a common deſtruction. And in 
that day it ſhall come to pals, [that] the glory of Jacob 
ſhall be made thin, and the fatneſs of. his fleſh ſhall 
wax lean; ſhall be waſted away, like a man in a conſump- 

5 tion. And it ſhall be as when the harveſt man gathereth 
the corn, and reapeth the ears with his arm; and it 
ſhall be as he that gathereth ears in the valley of Re- 
phaim, a fruitful valley near Feruſalem; he ſhall make 
clear riddance, ſo that none ſhall be left; the Iſraelites 

- ſhall be carried into captivity by the Alſyrians, (2 Kings 
XV. 29. xvii. 6.) with as much eaſe as a field of corn is 

6 reaped and carried in. Yet gleaning grapes ſhall be left 
init, (the image of the harveſt is ſtill carried on,) as the 
ſhaking of an olive tree, two [or] three berries in the 
top of the uppermoſt bough, which were out of reach, 
four [or] five in the outmoſt fruitful branches thereof, 
faith the LORD God of Iſrael; a ſmall remnant ſhall be 


7 reformed, and ſaved, and return to Juda. At that day 


ſhall a man look to his Maker, and his eyes ſhall have 
reſpec to the Holy One of Iſrael, and ſball worſhip and 
8 ſerve him. And he ſhall not look to the altars, the 
work of his hands, neither ſhall reſpe& [that] which 
his fingers have made, either the groves, or the images; 
9 fie ſhall no more truſt in idols, or images in groves. In that 


day 
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day ſhall his ſtrong cities be as a forſaken bough, and 
an uppermoſt branch,* which they left ves of the 
children of Iſrael; like the cities which they, that is, the 
Canaanites, left to Iſrael: and there ſhall be deſolation; 
as the land caſt them out, ſo it ſhall Iſrael; or, as the 
Canaanites forſook their cities for fear of the children of V 
rael, when they came to poſſeſs the land, ſo they ſhall be 


10 forſaken again now for fear of the Aſſyrians. Becauſe thou 


I2 


13 


14 


1 


haſt forgotten the God of thy ſalvation, and haſt not 
been mindful of the rock of thy ſtrength, therefore ſhalt 
thou plant pleaſant plants, and ſhalt ſet it with ſtrange 
ſlips: In the day ſhalt thou make thy plant to grow, 
and in the morning ſhalt thou make thy ſeed to flouriſh ; 
[but] the harveſt [ſhall be] a heap in the day of grief 
and of deſperate ſorrow ; they ſhall be greatly diſappointed 


in their moſt ſanguine expectations, as the huſbandman, when, 


after great pains, the harveſt is ruined. We have then a 
prophecy of the deſtruction of the Aſſyrian army, to the end of 
the next chapter. 

Woe to the multitude of many people, 1% the many 
allies and auxiliaries of the Aſſyrians, [which] make a noiſe 
like the noiſe of the ſeas; and to the ruſhing of na- 
tions, [that] make a ruſhing like the ruſhing of mighty 
waters! who come violently, as if they would deſtroy my 
people at once, The nations ſhall ruſh like the ruſhing 
of many waters; but [God, ] who is able to do it, but 
whom they do not think of, ſhall rebuke them, and they 
ſhall flee far off, and ſhall be chaſed as the chaff of the 
mountains before the wind, and like a rolling thing 
before the whirlwind. And behold at evening tide 
trouble; [and] before the morning he [is] not; refer- 
ring to the deſtruftion of the Aſſyrians in one night, This 
[is] the portion of them that ſpoil us, and the lot of 
them that rob us; of other enemies as well as thoſe. 


Chap. XVIII.“ Woe to the land ſhadowing with 
| | wings, 


2 The Seventy render it, As the Hivites and Amorites. 

The learned are much divided in opinion who this chapter 
refers to. Some think the Egyptians ; others, Tirhakah, king of 
Ethiopia or Arabia, who came to help the Iſraelites againſt the 
Aſſyrians, but were deſtroyed by them, I rather think it refers 


to the Aſſyrians. 
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wings, that firetches out its long wings or armies, which 
[is] beyond the rivers of Ethiopia, or, which paſſes to 
2 the river of Ethiop1a, That ſendeth ambaſſadors by the 
ſea, as well as by land, even in veſſels of bulruſhes, or 
reeds, upon the waters, [faying,] Go, ye ſwift meſ- 
ſengers, to a nation ſcattered and peeled, thus ſcornfully 
and contemptuoujly ſhall they ſpeak of the jews, to a people 
terrible from their beginning hitherto; a nation meted 
out and trodden down, whoſe land the rivers, hat is, 


| 3 the Aſians, (ch. xvii. 12.) have ſpoiled! All ye in- 


habitants of the world, and dwellers on the earth, ſee 
ye, when he lifteth up an enſign on the mountains ; 
and when he bloweth a trumpet, hear ye; obſerve the 
prediction and the accompliſhment ;, ſee what God will do. 


4 For ſo the Lon faid unto me, I will take my reſt, and 


I will conſider in my dwelling place, or, regard my ſet 
dwelling place, like a clear heat upon herbs, [and] like 
a cloud of dew in the heat of harveſt; % 1 ſeem to be 
aſleep and unconcerned, yet I will defend my dwelling place, 
will make it a ſafe and aelightful repoſe, and continually 
watch over it, For afore the harveſt, when the bud is 
perfect, and the ſour grape is ripening in the flower, 
he ſhall both cut off the ſprigs with pruning hooks, and 
take away [and] cut down the branches; when their 
ſchemes are ripening, and they think themſelves ſure of ſuc- 


6 ceſs, the Aſyyrians ſhall be utterly deſtroyed. They, that 


is, all the enemies of God's people, ſhall be left together 
unto the fowls of the mountains, and to the beaſts of 
the earth : and the fowls ſhall ſummer upon them, and 
7 all the beaſts of the earth ſhall winter upon them. In 
that time ſhall the preſent be brought unto the Lorp of 
hoſts of a people ſcattered and peeled, and from a people 
terrible from their beginning hitherto; a nation meted 
out and trodden under foot, whoſe land the rivers have 
ſpoiled, to the place of the name of the Loxp of hoſts, 


the mount Zion. Here the prophet retorts upon the Aſy- 


rians: ambaſſadors ſhall be ſent to congratulate Hezekiah on 
the deſtruction of their army; preſents ſhall be ſent from 
Egypt and Ethiopia, whom the Aſſyrians had conquered, to 
the mount Zion: or it may mean, that the plunder of the 
Alſſyrian camp ſhould be brought there. 
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Thi. 

1. II is very happy when affliction promotes reform- t; 
ation. The Iſraelites had forſaken God, there- 4 

fore he brought the Aſſyrians upon them. Some, foreſeeing t 
the trouble, repented and returned to God, and put away 7 
their idols. Providence intends, by national and perſonal ; 


troubles and dangers, to cure us of fin, of ſpiritual idolatry, 
of the love of money, of pleaſure, and of truſting in man, 
They are deſigned to bring us to look to our Maker, 
the Holy One of Ifrael; to acknowledge his provi- 
dence ; to humble ourſelves before him and pray to him: 
and it is a merciful affliction that brings us to this; then 2 
ſnall we become objects of the divine care and favour, and 
he will provide for our ſecurity and happineſs. Tho' there 
be but few of this character, they ſhall not be loſt, but be 
as a brand plucked out of the burning. 

2. We here ſee the ſource of fin and miſery : it is 
forgetting God, being unmindful of him as our ſtrong 
defence, and the author of all our mercies and deliverances ; 
and the conſequence will be, diſappointment where we 4 
moſt expected comfort and relief. Let us beware then 
leſt we forget the Lord our God. To be continually mindful 
of him is a moſt important duty ; it is the ſupport. of all 5 
other duties, and will be the ſource of ſerenity and joy 
amidſt all the changes of this mortal life. 

3. Let us not think God has forſaken his church, tho? 


he may ſometimes ſuffer it to be in adverſity and danger ; 6 
tho' he ſeems to ſay, I will take my ret, and appears like 
one aſleep, or as an unconcerned ſpectator. Let us not 
entertain the thought that he is ſo becauſe he does not 1 
immediately appear; he will regard his dwelling place, 
4 take care of his own intereſt, and his people ſhall find a d 
8 ſafe and delightful repoſe in him. Let us never indulge twe! 
unbelieving 25 and ſuſpicions, for the Lord is a God of At 
judgment; his church is built upon a rock, and the gates Gon 
of hell ſhall never prevail againſt it. One or another of its poſe 
ſtrongeſt earthly pillars may fall, but God will raiſe up d 
others, and add to the church daily of ſuch as ſhall be of! 
taved. boa 


CHAP, 
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C H-A P. XIX. 


This chapter refers to the calamities brought upon the Egy- 
tians by inteſtine commotions. The Iſraelites were fond of an 
alliance with them, therefore their diſtreſs and inability to help 
their allies is here foretold; but it is difficult to determine to 
what period of their hiſtory this prophecy refers. 


1 II E burden of Egypt. Behoid, the Loxp rideth 

upon a ſwiſt cloud, as a judge, and ſhall come 

into Egypt: and the idols of Egypt ſhall be moved at 

his preſence, ſhall be carried caplive, and not be able to 

help their worſhippers, and the heart of Egypt Hall melt 

in the midſt of it, the people ſhall loſe all their courage, 

2 And I will ſet the Egyptians againſt the Egyptians : 

and they ſhall fight every one againſt his brother, and 

every one againſt his neighbour; city againſt city, [and] 

3 kingdom againſt kingdom.“ And the ſpirit of Egypt, 

that is, their courage and wiſdom, for bath of whici: they 

were famous, ſhall fail in the midſt thereof; and I will 

deſtroy the counſel thereof: and they ſhall ſeek to the 

idols, and to the charmers, and to them that have fa- 

4 miliar ſpirits, and to the wizards. And the Egyptians 

will I give over into the hand of a cruel lord; and a 

fierce king ſhall rule over them, faith the Lord, the 

5 Lokp of hoſts.* And the waters ſhall fail from the ſea, 

and the river ſhall be waſted and dried up; hat is, the 

Nile, which they worſhipped, and on the riſing of which in 

ſpring, and overflowing their land, their harveſt depended, 

6 as they had little or no rain. And they ſhall turn the 

rivers far away; [and] the brooks of defence ſhall be 

emptied and dried up: the reeds and flags ſhall wither. 

7 The paper reeds* by the brooks, by the mouth, or 

fide, 

d After the death of Sathon there were two years anarchy; then 

twelve perſons ſeized the kingdom, and divided it among themſelves. 

At length Pſammetichus, one of the twelve, by the help of the 

Greeks drove out the other eleven, and reigned alone. 

© This is underſtood of different perſons, but is generally ſup- 
poſed to refer to Pſammetichus. | 

4 This was the papyrus, a large reed that grew on the banks 


of their river and brooks, the broad leaves of which the Egyp- 


tians wrote upon, as we do on paper, which from hence took its 
name. 


222 ISAIAH. XIX. 


fide, of the brooks, and every thing ſown by the brooks, 

8 ſhall wither, be driven away, and be no more.] The 
fiſhers alſo ſhall mourn, and all they that caſt angle 
into the brooks ſhall lament, and they that ſpread nets 
upon the waters ſhall __ Egypt was famous for 
Hſb, and its inhabitants lived much upon it, as they ſcrupled 

9 to kill many animals for food. Moreover they that work 
in fine flax, and they that weave networks, ſhall be 
confounded: it was alſo famous for flax and fine linen, for 

10 which Solomon traded with the Egyptians. And they 
ſhall be broken in the purpoſes thereof, all that make 
Nuices [and] ponds for fiſh ; that is, they that were uſed 

to get their living by keeping fiſh in ponds, ſhall fail of their 
gain that way; all which intimates a general decay of trade 

11 andproſperity. Surely the princes of Zoan, that moſt antient 
city, (Numb. xiii. 22.) [are] fools, the counſel of the 
wiſe counſellors of Pharaoh is become brutiſh : how 
ſay ye unto Pharaoh, I ſam] the ſon of the wiſe, the 
12 ſon of antient kings? © Where [are] they? where [are] 
thy wiſe [men?] hy politicians and aſtrologers ? and let 
them tell thee now, and let them know what the Lorp 
13 of hoſts hath purpoſed upon Egypt. The princes of 
AZoan are become fools, the princes of Noph, or Mem- 
phis, another antient city, are deceived; they have alſo 
ſeduced Egypt, [even they that are] the ſtay of the 


tribes thereof; he governors, who are the corners or ſup- 


14 Port of it, The Logp hath mingled a perverſe ſpirit 
in the midſt thereof: and they have cauſed Egypt to 
err in every work thereof, as a drunken [man] ſtag- 
gereth in his vomit ; hey ſhall be unſettled in their coun- 

tg cils, and follow thoſe that are moſt miſchievous, Neither 
ſhall there be [any] work for Egypt, which the head or 
tail, branch or ruſh, may do; their trade ſhall be lot, 
and there ſhall be no work for the high or the low, they 

16 ſhall hade no means to help thiemſelves. In that day ſhall 
Egypt be like unto women: and it ſhall be afraid and 
fear becauſe of the ſhaking of the hand of the Loxp of 

| _ noſts, 

- * The Egyptians pretended to extraordinary antiquity, and 


traced up the liſts of their kings higher than any other nation, 
quite to Ham, 


17 


. 
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hoſts, which ſhaketh over it ; hat is, the threatenings he 

17 denounces, and the judgments he is bringing upon them. And 
the land of Judah ſhall be a terror unto Egypt, every 
one that maketh mention thereof ſhall be afraid in him- 
ſelf, becauſe of the counſel of the Lorp of hoſts, which 
he hath determined againſt it. 

18 In that day ſhall five, hat is, many, cities in the land 
of Egypt ſpeak the language of Canaan, and ſwear to 
the Lokp of hoſts, engage themſelves by covenant to be- 
come ſubject to tem; one ſhall be called, The city of de. 

19 ſtruction ; of Heres, or the ſun, that is, Heliopolis.5 In 
that day ſhall there be an altar to the Lord in the midſt 
of the land of Egypt, anda pillar at the border thereof 
to the LorD; the worſhip of God ſhall be ſet up there; 
and goſpel worſhip is often deſcribed by expreſſions taken 
from the jewiſh worſhip : a pillar ſhall be ſet up to let every 
one know at their firſt entrance what religion they are of. 

20 And it ſhall be for a fign and for a witneſs unto the 
Loxp of hoſts in the land of Egypt: for they ſhall cry 
unto the Loxp becauſe of the oppreſſors, and he ſhall 
ſend them a faviour and a great one, and he ſhall de- 

21 liver them.“ And the Log ſhall be known to Egypt, 
and the Egyptians ſhall know the Lox in that day, 

and 

f This probably refers to their apprehenſion of danger when 
ee the fenced cities of Judah, before he beſieged 

eruſalem; tho' others refer it to the long ſiege of Aſhdod by 

ſammetichus, which ſtopped the courſe of his victories, and gave 
him great vexation. There are various opinions among the learned 
what the next verſe refers to: ſome ſay, to the converſion of many 
of the Egyptians to the religion of the Jews, by their ſettle- 
ment among them; but it more probably refers to their conver. 
ſion by the goſpel. 

s After the ſiege abovementioned, the learned ſay there was an 
alliance between Egypt, Aſſyria, and Judah; and the Jews had 
actually five cities in the land, where they were allowed the free 
exerciſe of their religion. But that this was fact is not ſufficiently 
evident; and I rather prefer the former interpretation, 

b Dr. Newton ans” oh — this of Alexander the Great, whoſe 
ſucceſſor was Ptolemy the Great, and Soter, or ſaviour, probably 
in reference to Chriſt. Alexander favoured the Jews, ſettled many 
in Egypt, allowed them to be governed by their own laws and 


cuſtoms; and there the Greek tranſlation of the Bible, called the 
Septuagint, is generally ſuppoſed to have been made. 
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and ſhall do ſacrifice and oblation; yea, they ſhall vow 

a vow unto the Loxp, and perform [it;] hey ſhall 

22 have the means of knowledge and improve them. And the 

Lord ſhall {mite Egypt: he ſhall ſmite and heal [it:] 

and they ſhall return [even] to the Logy, and he ſhall 

be intreated of them, and ſhall heal them; heir afflic- 

tions ſhall do them good, and diſpoſe them to receive the 

23 goſpel. In that day ſhall there be a highway out of 

Egypt to Aſſyria, and the Aſſyrian ſhall come into 

Egypt, and the Egyptian into Aſſyria, and the Egyp- 

- tians ſhall ſerve with the Aſſyrians; tho* Egypt was the 

houſe of their bondage, and the Aſſyrians the invaders of 

Fudah, yet their enmity ſhall ceaſe and they ſhall join in 

24 ſerving the Lord, In that day ſhall Iſrael be the third 

with Egypt and with Aſſyria; the land of Iſrael, which 

is between Egypt and Aſſyria, ſhall be the centre of union to 

the three nations which had been ſo often at variance, | even | 

a bleſſing in the midſt of the land, or, of the earth, as 

25 from thence the goſpel ſhall ſpread; Whom the Lokp of 

hoſts ſhall bleſs, ſaying, Bleſſed be Egypt my people, 

and Aſſyria the work of my hands, and Iſrael mine in- 

heritance. God will join them all in his bleſſing ; he will 

make them a bleſſing to all about them, they ſhall be all 

alike in covenant with him. Accordingly the goſpel was 

early planted among them, and many flouriſhing chriſtian 
ehurches were there, 


REFLECTIONS. 
I. BSERVE how eaſily God can throw a popu- 


lous and flouriſhing nation into confuſion and 
miſery ; ſet the people one againſt the other, and raiſe a 
perverſe ſpirit in the midſt thereof; infatuate the wiſeſt 
counſellors, and ſtrike a panick and terror thro? all, He 
can by this means deſtroy their trade and commerce, and 
take away all their comforts. To do this, he needs but 
ſhake his hand over them, 
Being, and wait on him for the continuation and increaſe of 
national proſperity? We have need to pray that he would 
give a ſpirſt of wiſdom to our miniſters, conduct and cou- 
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rage to our commanders and ſoldiers, and continue our 
unanimity, that we may not feel theſe dreadful evils, 

2. See what a happy change the goſpel makes in the 
ſtate of nations, when it is cordially received. God would 
ſhow favour to Egypt; and this is deſcribed, not by replen- 
iſhing their rivers, multiplying their fiſh, increaſing their 
trade, and eſtabliſhing their concord ; but by the ſpread 
of true religion among them; baniſhing idolatry and ſin; 
* diſpoſing men to receive the goſpel; to give themſelves to 
the Lord, and worſhip him according to his inſtitution, 
We may learn from this paſſage, what improvement we are 
to make of the goſpel; to be thankful for Chriſt, that 
Saviour and great one; publickly and boldly to profeſs our 
relation and regard to him, and cultivate that peace and 
love which he requires of his people. Let us, both in our 
ſocial and private conduct, ſhow that the goſpel has this 
effect upon us; and we ſhould earneſtly pray that it may 
have the ſame effect upon others, even upon all mankind; 
and that by the more plentiful effuſion of the ſpirit in the 
latter day, God may again ſay, Bleſſed be Egypt my people, 
and Ahria the work of my hands, and Iſrael mine inheritance, 
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type prefiguring the ſhameful captivity of Egypt and Ethiopia. 
This happened between the time that the Aſſyrian army took 
| the defenced cities of Pudah, and when they beſieged Feruſa- 
lem, which was about three years, 


IN the year that Tartan, (mentioned with Rabſhakeh, 
| 2 Kings xviii. 17.) came unto Aſhdod (when 
Sargon, that is, Sennacherib, the king of Aſſyria ſent 
2 him,) and fought againſt Aſhdod, and took it, At the 
ſame time ſpake the Lonxp by Iſaiah the ſon of Amoz, 
ſaying, Go and looſe the ſackcloth from off thy loins, 
which thou haſt worn as a mourning habit for the ſins and 
calamities of Fudah and Iſrael, and put off thy ſhoe from 
thy foot. And he did fo, walking naked, that is, with- 
3 out an upper garment, and barefoot, And the Lorp 
WM. V. Q ſaid, 
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ſaid, Like as my ſervant Iſaiah hath walked naked and 
barefoot three years [for] a ſign and wonder upon E- 
gypt and upon Ethiopia; not three years, but three days, 
to repreſent three years; or it may be rendered, for a three 
years ſign, that is, for a type or example of three years; 

4 So ſhall the king of Aſſyria lead away the Egyptians 
priſoners, and the Ethiopians captives, young and old, 
naked and barefoot, even with [their] buttocks, or hind 
parts, uncovered, to the ſhame of Egypt, who were 4 

5 very proud people. And they ſhall be afraid and aſhamed 

of Ethiopia their expectation, and of Egypt their 
glory; the natious that truſted in them, and who had great 
expectations from the Ethiopians and Egyptians, particularly 

6 Iſrael, ſhall be aſhamed of their weak allies, And the 
inhabitant of this iſle, or country, ſhall ſay in that day, 
Behold, ſuch [is] our expectation, whither we flee for 
help to be delivered from the king of Aſſyria: and how 
ſhall we eſcape? we have no way 10 eſcape, now the 
Aſpyrians have ſuch ſucceſs againſt theſe nations. 

i: Cap. XXI. The burden of the deſert, or plain, of 
the ſea; that is, Babylon, which lay upon the rivers, and 
had large lakes like ſeas about it, As whirlwinds in the 
ſouth paſs through, come ſuddenly, irrefiſtibly, and carry 
all before them, [10] it cometh from th deſert, which 

2 lay between Perſia and Babylon, from a terrible land. A 
grievous viſion 1s declared unto me; the treachergus 
dealer dealeth treacherouſly, or, is dealt treacheroufly 
with, and the ſpoiler ſpoileth, or, iﬆpoiled ; Babylon is 
repaid in her own coin. Go up, O Elam: beſiege, O 
Media; all the fighing thereof have I made to ceaſe, 
that is, the ſighing of the captive Iſraelites and others. 

3 Therefore are my loins filled with pain; pangs have 
taken hold upon me, as the pangs of a woman that 
travaileth. I was bowed down at the hearing [of it;] I 

4 was diſmayed at the ſeeing [of it.] My heart panted, 
fearfulneſs affrighted me: the might of my pleaſure, 
when I uſed to take my repoſe, hath he turned into fear 

5 unto me. Prepare the table, watch in the watch 


tower, 
Some underſtand this of the prophet's concern for their calamities; 3 
I rather think it is a deſcription of the terror of Babylon, eſpecially 
of Belſhazzar, when the city was taken, 
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tower, eat, drink; while you prepare your table, and are 
feaſting in luxury, ye ſhall hear a ſudden cry; ariſe, ye 
princes, [and] anoint the ſhield, that they may be beau- 
6 tiful and ſerviceable, and the darts may eaſily flip off. For 
thus hath the Lord ſaid unto me, Go, ſet a watchman, 
who may diſcern the approaching danger, and let him de- 
7 clare what he ſeeth. And he ſaw a chariot [with] a 
couple of horſemen, or horſes, that is, the commanders in 
chief, Cyrus and Darius, a chariot of aſſes, or mules, that 
is, the Perſians, [and] a chariot of camels, the Medes, 
who made uſe of them ; they were both joined in this expedi- 
8 tion; and he hearkened diligently with much heed : And 
he cried, A lion; or, the watchman cried as a lion, with a 
terrible voice, at the fight of the danger approaching, and 
ſaid, My lord, I ſtand continually upon the watch 
tower in the day time, and I am ſet in my ward whole 
9 nights; I am very careful to obſerve what paſſes: And, 
behold, here cometh a chariot of men, [with] a couple 
of horſemen, And he, that is, the commander in chief, 
anſwered and ſaid, Babylon is fallen, /aall ſurely fall; 
| and all the graven images of her gods he hath broken 
10 unto the ground. O my threſhing, and the corn of my 
floor; referging to the Iſraelites, who are repreſented as God's 
corn, in oppoſition to chaff and ſtraw ; they ſhall be oppreſſed 
yet preſerved ; that which I have heard of the Loxp of 
| + hoſts, the God of Iſrael, have I declared unto you for 
| your comfort. ** | 
11 The burden of Dumah, that is, of Idumea, or Edom. 
" He calleth to me out of Seir, Watchman, what of the 
"I night? Watchman, what of the night? The Edomites 
F were alarmed with the approaching danger, and are here 
12 repreſented as eagerly addreſſing the prophet. The watch- 
man ſaid, The morning cometh, and alſo the night; ye 
ſhall have peace and reſpite for a while, but a dark and 
dreadful night will follow : if ye will enquire, enquire ye: 
return, come; if ye will enquire, enquire immediately, in 
good earneſt ; and come, return to God, join yourſelves to his 
People, and ſo eſcape the threatened deſtruction. 
13 The burden upon Arabia. In the foreſt in Arabia 
Q 2 ſhall 


| 
1 
| 
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ſhall ye lodge, O ye travelling companies of Dedanim,* 
14 The inhabitants of the land of Temah brought water 
to him that was thirſty, they prevented with their bread 
15 him that fled. For they fled from the ſwords, from 
the drawn ſword, and from the bent bow; and from the 
16 grievouſneſs of war. For thus hath the Loxp ſaid 
unto me, Within a year, according to the years of an 
hireling, and all the glory of Kedar, he ſon of I/hmaet, 
anther clan, or tribe, ſhall fail; within a year all their 
17 flucks and power ſhell fail: And the reſidue of the num- 
ber of archers, for which this tribe was famous, the 
mighty men of the children of Kedar, ſhall be dimi- 
niſhed : for the Lox D God of Iſrael hath ſpoken [it.] 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. E here ſee the vanity of creature dependencies : 
| the expectations of Ethiopia, and of Egypt, 
the glory of Iſrael, were all diſappointed, The ſkill of 
archers, the moſt numerous forces, 'and great wealth, are 
no ſecurity to a nation when God determines to puniſh, 
Let us learn wiſdom by theſe repeated examples. If we 
truſt in man, and negle& God, or do not make him our 
chief confidence, he will ſuffer us to be diſappointed, and 
he is juſt and kind in it. Truly in vain is ſalvation looked for 
from the hills and the multitude of mountains; our help is only in 
the name of our God. | 
2. See how ſoon the carnal mirth of men may be turned 
into ſorrow, Another ſeaſonable leſſon for us. When the 
Babylonians were preparing the table, eating, drinking, and 
making merry, God was preparing ſlaughter and deſtruc- 
tion for them. How ſuddenly did confuſion and miſe 
come on this ſenſual, riotous people | Thus if we bs e 
the bounds of temperance and prudence, the night of our 
pleaſure may be turned into fear. I ho' we eſcape every other 
enemy, death may come upon us unawares, and the end of 
| our 
k Theſe were the deſcendants of Abraham by Keturah, The 
king of Aſſyria might attack this people; they uſed to pitch 


their tents in fruitful countries, but now they were glad to wan- 
der in foreſts, and to receive help from their neighbours, 


+ 
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our mirth may be heavineſs. Let us therefore never be off our 
guard, but be peculiarly watchful in ſeaſons of temptation, 
and remember, that for all theſe things God will bring us into 
judgment. 
3. God's people are dear to him, and he intends their 
benefit, even when he corrects them. The church is his 
huſbandry. His people are the corn of his floor, valu- 
able in themſelves, and dear to him. He may ſee good to 
threſh or bruiſe them by aflictions, but it 1s to purify them. 
Hypocrites are as chaff, worthleſs and contemptible; he 
takes no concern about them, ſuffers them to go on in eaſe 
and proſperity : but at length they ſhall be burned with un- 
quenchable fire. Let us then be patient in tribulation, and 
wait upon God to make all iſſue in our ſalvation. | 

4. In every time of danger it 1s our duty immediately to 
return to God, Miniſters are appointed as watchmen, in 
the name of God to give men warning of the danger they 
are in, and the deſtruction that” is before them; and it is 
their duty to attend to the warning, to enquire the will of 
God, and immediately comply with the intimations of it. 
They muſt return to him and their duty, if they deſire to 
eſcape deſtruction; if they linger, it is at their peril ; for tho 
every thing may now look bright and pleaſing as the morn- 
ing, yet the night cometh when no man can work, and they 
will fink into blackneſs of darkneſs for ever; therefore, 
to-day, while it is called to-day, let us hear his voice and not 


harden our hearts. 


CH A 7, AE 


The title of this chapter, as it ſtands in our Bible, is a miſtake : 
the former part relates to the invaſion of Judea by Sennacheris 
in Hezekiab's time; the latter to ſome changes in his court. 


[ HE burden of the valley of viſion, that is, of 
Jeruſalem, moſt of which was in a valley ſurrounded 

with mountains. It is called the valley of viſion, becauſe there 
God was known; it had the ſcriptures and the prophets, and 
other means of ſceing, that is, knowing the will of God. 


Q 3 W hat 
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What aileth thee now, that thou art wholly gone up to 

the houſe tops, to obſerve the motion of the enemy, or look 

2 out for help? Thou that art, that is, haſt been, full of ſtirs, 

a tumultuous city, a joyous city, full of trade, hurry, 

and diverſions : thy ſlain [men are] not ſlain with the 

3 ſword, nor dead in battle, but dead with fear. All thy 

. rulers are fled together, that is, the rulers of the farts 

cities that Sennacherib had taken, they are bound by the 

archers: all that are found in thee are bound together, 

[which] have fled from far; they are taken priſeners by 

the archers and bound like captives, tho they are fled far 

4 away. Therefore ſaid I, Look away from me: I will 

| weep bitterly, labour not to comfort me, let me alone io 
indulge my grief, becauſe of the ſpoiling of the . 
5 ter of my people. For [it is] a day of trouble, and of 
treading down, and of perplexity by the Lord Gop of 
hoſts in the valley of viſion; there are dangers without and 
troubles within, but all are from the Lord of hoſts ;, break- 
ing down the walls of the cities they had taken , or rather, 
ſome of the walls or houſes about Feruſalem, to fortify it the 
better; and of crying to the mountains; calling to thoſe 
who guarded the paſſes of the mountains to know what in- 
telligence they had of the enemy, or to exhort them to defend 
6 their poſts vigorouſly, And Elam hare the quiver with 
chariots of men [and] horſemen, and Kir uncovered 
the ſhield; that is, the Perſians and Medes, who were 
7 ſubjett to the king of Aſſyria, or allies in this war. And 
it ſhall come to paſs, [that] thy choiceſt valleys ſhall 
be fall of chariots, and the horſemen ſhall ſet them- 
8 ſelves in array at the gate, And he diſcovered the 
covering of Judah, and thou didſt look in that day to 
the armour of the houſe of the foreſt ; referring to Sen- 

nacherib*s taking the fenced cities, which were a covering to | 
the country; and eſpecially to his being furniſhed with arms 
out of the armoury that Solomon had built, and where he 
9 put his ſhields, I Kings x. 17. Ye have ſeen alſo the 
breaches of the city of David, that they are many; the 
fort and caſtle of the city, and repaired them; and ye ga- 
thered together the waters of the lower pool; probably 
conveyed them under ground to furniſh themſelves with 
| | 1 | water, 
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10 water, and deprive the enemy of it, And ye have num- 
bered the houſes of Jeruſalem, and the houſes have ye 
broken down to fortify the wall; that is, numbered the 
houſes, either to lay a tax on them, or to ſee which might be 

11 Pulled down, in order the better to defend the walls, Ye 
made alſo a ditch between the two walls, 70 ſtrengthen 

lle city, for the water of the old pool, and conveyed 

water thither for its ſecurity: but ye have not looked unto 
the maker thereof, neither had reſpect unto him that 
faſhioned it long ago; in all this ye have forgotten Feho- 

12 vah, who appointed this place for your capital. And in that 
day did the Lord Gop of hoſts call, by the language of 
his providence, and the voice of his prophet, to weeping, 
and to mourning, and to baldneſs, and to girding with 
ſackcloth; to faſting and all the marks of deep humiliation : 

13 And behold joy and gladneſs, ſlaying oxen, and killing 
ſheep, eating fleſh, and drinking wine: let us eat and 
drink; for to-morrow we ſhall die; inſtead of humilia. 
tion, there was nothing but mirth and feaſting, and a ſtupid 
deſpair, grounded upon licentious principles, a diſbelief or a 

14 contempt of a future ſlate. And it was revealed in mine 
ears by the Lokp of hoſts, that 1 might publiſh it, Surely 

this iniquity ſhall not be purged from you till ye die, 
faith the Lord Gop of hoſts; that is, it ſhall never be 
purged, ye ſhall periſh in theſe your iniquities. Then follows 
a prophecy of ſome changes in Hezekiali's court. 

18 Thus faith the Lord Gop of hoſts, Go, get thee 

unto this treaſurer, [even] unto Shebna, which [is] 
16 over the houſe,' [and ſay, ] What haſt thou here? and 
whom haſt thou here, what eftate, family, or relations ? 
that thou haſt hewed thee out a ſepulchre here, [as] he 
that heweth him out a ſepulchre on high, [and] that 
graveth an habitation for himſelf in a rock? 4 grand 
fſepulchre, like a palace, to keep up thy memory to ſucceeding 

17 times, as if ſure of continuing in thy poſt? Behold, the 
Lozp will carry thee away with a mighty captivity, and 
will ſurely cover thee; or, the Lord, who covered thee 

Q 4 with 
I Some ſuppoſe him to have been a foreigner, as his father is 


not mentioned; and the jews ſay, that he kept up a traiterous 
correſpondence with the Aflyrians. 


* 
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with an excellent covering, and clothed thee gorgeoufly, ſhall 
ſurely cover thee with diſgrace, as criminals, when led to exe- 
18 cution, were covered, as if unworthy to ſee the light. He 
will ſurely violently turn and toſs thee [like] a ball into 
a large country: there ſhalt thou die, in 4 far country, 
and obſcurity, and there the chariots of thy glory, in 
which thou haſt been uſed to ride in ſtate, ¶ ſhall be]Khe 
ſhame of thy lord's houſe, that is, of Ahaz, —_ 
19 bably advanced him to this dignity. And | will drive thee 
from thy ſtation, and from thy ſtate ſhall he pull thee 
20 down, that is, God ſhall do it. And it ſhall come to paſs 
in that day, that I will call my ſervant Eliakim the fon 
21 of Hilkiah: And I will clothe him with thy robe, and 
ſtrengthen him with thy girdle, he ſhall have thy honour 
and power, and I will commit thy government into his 
hand : and he ſhall be a father to the inhabitants of 
Jeruſalem, and to the houſe of Judah; he /hall take a 
22 fender care of the city and country. And the key of the 
houſe of David will I lay upon his ſhoulder, hat is, he 
ſhall be lord ſteward of the houſehold, bearing a key as the 
badge of his office; ſo he ſhall open, and none ſhall ſhut; 
23 and he ſhall ſhut, and none ſhall open. And I will 
faſten him [as] a nail in a ſure place; and he ſhall be 
for a glorious throne to his father's houſe; he ſhall be 
24 fixed in his ſtation, and be an honour to his family. And 
they ſhall hang upon him all the glory of his father's 
houſe, the offspring and the iſſue, all veſſels of ſmall 
quantity, from the veſſels of cups, even to all the 
| veſſels of flagons, that is, large and ſmall veſſels; (the 
alluſion to a nail being ſtill carried on,) his relations and 
dependants ſhall fare the better for him, and be advanced by 
25 him, and he ſhall not be removed like his predeceſſors. In 
that day, faith the Loxp of hoſts, ſhall the nail that is 
faſtened in the ſure place be removed, and be cut down, 
and fall; and the burden that [was] upon it ſhall be 
cut off, that is, Shebna, and all his dependants: for the 
Loxp hath ſpoken [it.] | 


REFLECT: 
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REFLECTIONS, 


U. E are again taught how vain all military prepara- 
tions are, Without a dependence on God. The 
rophet mentions the particular methods that were taken to 
fortify and defend the city; theſe were wife and right, and 
they are not blamed tor taking them, but for truſting to 
them, and forgetting God; for not looking to him, as the 
ſtrength of his people; not having reſpect to him, who 
alone can give deliverance, There are too many wiſe 
counſellors and brave ſoldiers, that never look to their 
Maker; their mcaſures may be prudent and vigorous, but, 
without God, they will all be in vain. It is peculiarly in- 
excuſable for a people who live in a valley of viſion, in a 
land of light and religious privileges, to truſt to an arm of 
fleſh, Let us guard againſt this error, have continual 
reſpect to the LORD JeHovan, and pray that all who have 
the direction of our publick concerns may do ſo too. 

2. It is highly provoking to God for his profeſſing peo- 
ple to follow diverſions, and be making merry, when he 
calls to humiliation and devotion. When his judgments 
are abroad in the earth, when we are engaged in war, when 
our expenſes are great, and our burdens heavy, it is then a 
time for humiliation and prayer; his providence calls us to 
it; his word commands it. The intent of his judgments is 
to promote hunuhation ; and that is a proper qualification 
for his mercy. But alas! how little of this appears! 
Luxury, mirth, and diverſions, diſſipation of thought, 
forgetfulneſs of God, and licentious principles prevail 
among us; and there 1s reaſon to fear that for theſe things 
(which are peculiarly unſeaſonable and miſchievous amidſt 
publick troubles and dangers) God ſhould bring ruin upon 
us. Let us, like the prophet, bewail ſuch days of publick 
trouble and perplexity ; and in the day of adverſity conſider ; 
bumble ourſelves under the mighty hand of God, that he may 
exalt us in due time. 


3. See in what ſlippery places great men ſtand. Sheb- , 


nah was the chief officer in Hezekiah's court, his prime 


miniſter ; he thought of no change, his dependants thought 
of 


— 
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of none; he concluded he ſhould live and die in honour at 

Jeruſalem, and be buried in his ſtately ſepulchre. But he 

and his adherents were caſt off, and he died in ſname and 

obſcurity. We ſee even in the preſent day ſuch changes in 

courts; which ſhould cool our ardor for wealth and great- 

neſs, and lead us to ſeek the favour of the King of kings, 

and the honour that comes from him; for he will never caſt 

| off his faithful ſervants, Nor let us think ourſelves ſecure 

in any private ſtation, however comfortable; we may be 

toſſed to diſtant places, die, and be buried, we know not 

where, Let us then rejoice, as tho* we rejoiced not; and 

| ſeek an inheritance above, that is incorruptible, undefiled, and 

| that fadeth not away. 

J 4. The hand of God ſnould be owned in the change of 

lacemen and courtiers. God made thoſe changes in 

ezekiah's court, by diſpoſing his mind to turn out Sheb- 

nah, and to put Eliakim into his place; and promotion ſtill 

cometh from im. Tho' we imagine that it depends on the 

pleaſure and fancy of princes, and thoſe who influence 

them, it is He ſets up and pulls down whom he pleaſeth, Let 

us think of this when we hear of ſuch changes in favour of 

1 ſome whom we think are leſs favourable to the true intereſt 

4 of our country than we could wiſh. It ſhould excite our 

earneſt prayers, that God, who has the king's heart in his 

hand, would diſpoſe him to make a wiſe choice of ſervants 

and officers, who ſhall be more intent on the publick wel- 

fare than on aggrandizing their families, or advancing their 

dependants; yea, who may be like Eliakim, fathers of 

| their country, and take the tendereſt care of the intereſt of 

: the people. Many ſeck the ruler's favour, but every man's 
| judgment proceedeth from the Lord. 

3. The character of Eliakim naturally leads our thoughts 

to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, whom God hath exalted to the 

higheſt authority over his houſe and kingdom, Rev. iii. 7. 

He has the higheſt dignity in his heavenly court, and un- 

limited authority over his church below. He is a nail in a 

ſure place, who ſhall never be removed, never loſe his in- 

tereſt in his father's eſteem. All true chriſtians confide 

upon him; he is the ſupport of their ſpiritual life, and 


their poſſeſſing eternal life depends on him; they _— 
| elr 1 
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their honour from him; and they are for ever ſecured 
him. No other nail will ſupport them; but he is able to 
bear the ſtreſs of all thoſe concerns which by faith are hung 
upon him. Let us then truſt in him ourſelves, and be 
earneſtly deſirous that our offspring and their intereſt ma 
be hung upon him alſo; that we may be able to ſay in life 
and death, I know in whom I have believed, and am perſuaded 
he is able to keep what I have committed to kim till that day. 


M—— 


r ——— 
CH AP. XXIII. 

This chapter is a prophecy of the dęſtructian of Tyre by Nebu- 
chadnezzar, after a fiege of thirteen years ; the inhabitants 
all fled to ſea with their beſt effects, ſo that there was only the 
naked city left, which he entirely deſtroyed; it was the moſt 
famous city for trade, merchandize, and naval ftrength, in the 


world. 


1 HE burden of Tyre. Howl, ye ſhips of Tar- 
ſhiſh, all trading ſhips, eſpecially thoſe of Spain; 

for it is laid waſte, ſo that there is no houſe, no en- 
tering in; no houſe of buſineſs or entertainment, no ſhips 
entering into the harbour : from the land of Chittim it is 
revealed to them; Greece and Italy have heard that it is 
2 waſted. Be till, ye inhabitants of the ifle, or peninſula; 
thou whom the merchants of Zidon, that paſs over the 
3 ſea, have repleniſhed.” And by great waters the ſeed 
of Sihor, the harveſt of the river, [is] her revenue; 
4 and ſhe is a mart of nations.“ Be thou aſhamed, O 
Zidon: for the ſea hath ſpoken, [even] the ſtrength of 
the ſea, ſaying, I travail not, nor bring forth children, 
neither do I nouriſh up young men, [nor] bring up 
virgins; even Sidon ts depopulated by this event, and ſends. ' 
forth no more colonies, nor do any perſons come to ſettle there, 

5 As at the report concerning Egypt [ſo] ſhall they be 
ſorely pained at the report of Tyre; all Egypt ſhall be 
aſtoniſbed at the downfall of Tyre, which Nebuchadnezzar 


ſoal 
m Tyre was a colony of Sidon. 


n The products of Egypt, eſpecially corn, were brought thither 
and carried to other nations by the Tyrians. 


» 
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6 ſhall quickly after conquer; this was to be his wages. Paſs 
ye over to Tarſhiſh; howl, ye inhabitants of the iſle. 

7 [Is] this your joyous [city,] whoſe antiquity [is] of 
antient days?“ hal own feet ſhall carry her afar off to 

8 ſojourn; her inhabitants ſhall fly from home. Who hath 
taken this counſe] againſt Tyre, the crowning [city,] 
whoſe merchants [are] princes, whoſe traffickers [are] 

9 the honourable of the earth? The Loxp of hoſts hath 
2 it, to ſtain the pride of all glory, [and] to 
ring into contempt all the honourable of the earth. 

10 Paſs through thy land as a river, O daughter of Tar- 
ſhiſn; /o called becauſe enriched by its trade at ſea; paſs 
thro' thy territories, to ſave. thyſelf in foreign countries, as 
ſwift as a river, for [there is] no more ſtrength; thou 
11 haſt no power to reſiſt the enemv. He, that is, God, 
ſtretched out his hand over the ſea, he ſhook the king- 
doms : the Lorp hath given a commandment againſt 
the merchant [city,] to deſtroy the ſtrong holds thereof. 

12 And he ſaid, Thou ſhalt no more rejoice, O thou op- 
preſſed virgin, daughter of Zidon: “ ariſe, paſs over to 
Chittim; there alſo thou ſhalt have no reſt; the Sido. 
nians ſhall find no reſt in the countries to which they flee.” 


13 Behold the land of the Chaldeans; this people was not, 


[till] the Aſſyrian founded it for them that dwell in the 

wilderneſs: they ſet up the towers thereof, they raiſed 

up the palaces thereof; [and] he brought it to ruin.” 

14 Howl, ye ſhips of Tarſhiſh, or Tarteſſus, in Spain, a 

place which they much frequented: for your ſtrength is 
laid waſte, | 

15 And 


o In the time of Joſhua (ch. xix. 29) it was called, the ftrong 
city Tyre. Many heathen writers ſpeak of it as very antient. 
P Tyre boaſted of itſelf as the queen of cities; and its trade 


brought immenſe wealth to its inhabitants, 


4 Sidon was older than 'T'yre, and the mother of it; it is men- 
tioned in Geneſis, in Jacob's bleſſing, and called Great Sidon, in 
Jeſiua xix. 28. | 

r Some of them Nebuchadnezzar conquered, and their own colo- 
nies were in an unſettled ſtate, when Tyre was deſtroyed. | 

Babylon was a place of no note or eminence at the time of 
this prophet; the people lived in tents till the Aſſyrians built 
that city for their reception; yet the Chaldeans, or Babylonians, 
ſhould bring Tyre to rum, tho? a ſtrong, magnificent, and wealthy 


city. * 
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15 And it ſhall come to pals in that day, that Tyre ſhall 
be forgotten ſeventy years, according to the days of 
one king, or family of kings, namely Nebuchadnezzar, 
his ſon and grandſon: after the end of ſeventy years ſhall 
Tyre fing as an harlot, hat is, be reſtored and rebuilt.* 

16 Take an harp, go about the city, thou harlot that haſt 
been forgotten; make ſweet melody, ſing many ſongs, 
that thou mayeſt be remembered; he ſhall endeavour to 

17 allure others to traffick with her as before." And it ſhall 
come to paſs after the end of ſeventy years, that the 
Lord will vifit Tyre, and ſhe ſhall turn to her hire, 

and ſhall commit fornication, that is, fall traffick, with 
all the kingdoms of the world upon the face of the earth. 

18 And her merchandiſe and her hire ſhall be holineſs to 
the Lory; ſhe ſhall make a better uſe of her wealth than 
before: it ſhall not be treaſured nor laid up; for her 
merchandiſe ſhall be for them that dwell before the 
Lok, to eat ſufficiently, and for durable clothing; it 
ſhall be brought to Feruſalem for the uſe of the prieſts; a pro- 
Phecy that many ſhould be converted to the jewiſh religion, 
and which had probably a further reference to their em- 
bracing the goſpel, as many of them did. We have an account 
in Adls xxi. 4. bf ſome diſciples there, and Paul's interview 
with them; and we read in antient ecclefiaſtical hiſtory of 
many converts, and ſome mariyrs there. 


RE EL EC:T-EONS, 


1. EE here an inſtance of the awful and melanchol 
change that may be brought on the moſt wealthy 
and powerful ſtate. It is a thought that often occurs; yet 
there is none that is more neceſſary to be attended to. The 
rich, populous, and flòuri ſhing city of Tyre was deſtroyed, 
and its inhabitants forced to flee. This joyous city, full of 
mirth and diverſions, was overwhelmed with forrow and 


ſadneſs, 


t Probably when Cyrus delivered the Iſraelites, he releaſed the 
Tyrians, and many of them ſettled near the old city, which was 
then to return to her former ſtate of proſperity and- traffick, 

* A rich city may be compared to an harlot on that account ; 
but perhaps here is an alluſion to their lewdneſs, and debauchery, 
and their being ſkilled in the arts of fraud and — | 
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ſadneſs. We may learn hence the vanity of the world; and 
let thoſe who live in wealth and ſplendour obſerve how ſoon 
it may ſink and wither, and they loſe their all, and be glad 
to fly any where for reſt. Since wealth increaſes luxury 
and debauchery, we have need to be particularly watchful, 
But the' principal ground of God's controverſy with Tyre 
was its pride, v. 9. Men are very apt to increaſe in pride 
as their ſubſtance increaſes; and therefore it is needful to 
charge thoſe who are rich in this warld, that they be not 
high minded, nor truſt in uncertain riches, ſince this inſtance 
ſhows how ſoon they may make themſelves wings and fly 
away. | | 

2. We learn how to employ our ſubſtance to the beſt ad- 
vantage, namely, to conſecrate it to God. Let the mer- 
chandize of the tradeſman, and the hire of the labourer, 
be holineſs to the Lord, devoted to him, and employed for 
him in works of piety and charity, in relieving the neceſ- 
fitons, and ſupporting and encouraging the goſpel. We 
ſee by v. 18, that when it is treaſured and laid up it is not 
holineſs to the Lord; neither is it fo when it is extrava- 
gantly ſpent. As God gives us our ſubſtance, it becomes 
us to employ it for him, then it will turn to the beſt ac- 
count. By being rich in good works, ready to diſtribute, and 
willing to communicate, we ſhall lay up in ſtore a good foundation 
againſt the time to come, | 


CH AP. XXIV. | 

This chapter contains a general deſcription of the miſeries brought 
upon -1frael and the neighbouring natiqus, firft by Sennacherth, 
king of Afſyria, and then'by Nebuchadntzzar, king of Babylon. 
3 EH OLD, the Logp maketh the earth empty, 

| B and maketh it waſte, and turneth it upſide down, 
and ſcattereth abroad the inhabitants thereof; there ſhall 
be a general confuſion, as at firſt when the earth was with. 

2 out form. And it ſhall be, as with the people, ſo with 
the prieſt; as with the ſervant, ſo with his maſter; as 
with the maid, ſo with her miſtreſs; as with the buyer, 


ſo 
, 


— —— 
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fo with the ſeller; as with the lender, ſo with the bor- 
rower; as with the taker of uſury, ſo with the giver ot 
uſury to him; there ſhall be a general defolation, and all 
ranks and orders ſhall be involved in the ſame calamity. 
3 The land ſhall be utterly emptied, and utterly ſpoiled : 
4 for the Lorp hath ſpoken this word. The earth 
mourneth [and] fadeth away, the world languiſheth 
[and] fadeth away, the haughty people of the earth 
do languiſh; who have moſt to hoſe, and are leaſt able 
5 to bear ſufferings. The earth alſo is defiled under 
the inhabitants thereof; becauſe they have tranſgreſſed 
the laws, changed, or neglected, the ordinance, broken 
the everlaſting covenant , either the Moſaic law, or the 
6 covenant with Noah, Therefore hath the curſe devour- 
ed the earth, and they that dwell therein are deſolate 
by fire, ſword, or peſtilence : therefore the inhabitants of 
7 the earth are burned, and few men left. The new wine 


mourneth, the vine languiſheth, and is ſpoiled by the 


8 enemy, all the merry hearted do figh. The mirth of 
tabrets ceaſeth, the noiſe of them that rejoice endeth, the 

9 joy of the harp ceaſeth. They ſhall not drink wine with 
a ſong; ſtrong drink ſhall be bitter to them that drink 

IO it; they ſhall have no reliſh for their former delights. The 
city of confuſion, either Samaria, or Jeruſalem, is brok- 

en down: every houſe is ſhut up, that no-man may 


come in; the inhabitants are all gone, either dead, or in 


11 captivity, [There is] a crying for wine in the ſtreets; 
12 all joy is darkened, the mirth of the land is gone. In 
the city is left deſolation, and the gate is ſmitten with 
13 deſtruction; the enemy may enter when they pleaſe. When 


thus it ſhall be in the midſt of the land among the peo- 


ple, [there ſhall be] as the ſhaking of an olive tree, 

[and] as the gleaning grapes when the vintage 1s done. 

Nevertheleſs a remnant ſhall be left, and theſe ſhall be 

14 ſerious and devout ; They ſhall lift up their voice, they 

ſhall ſing for the majeſty of the Lonp, they ſhall cry 

15 aloud from the ſea, over wich they have fled. Where- 

fore glorify ye the. Lord in the fires, in the greateſt 

diftreſs and the heavieſt affliftions, [even] the name of the 
Lozp God of Iſrael in the iſles of the ſea. 7. 

16 From 
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10 


17 
18 


19 
20 


21 


22 


23 


: ſporing and reſtoring the righteous, 


From the uttermoſt part of the earth have we heard 
ſongs, the diſperſed people of God keep up and profeſs their 
religton, even] glory to the righteous God, But I 
ſaid, My leanneſs, my leanneſs, woe unto me! the 
treacherous dealers have dealt treacherouſly; yea, the 
treacherous dealers, or apoſtate people, have dealt very 
treacherouſly; I am ſo affected with the people's hypocriſy 
toward God, and diſhoneſty toward one anther, that I am 
conſumed away. Fear, and the pit, and the ſnare, [are] 
upon thee, O inhabitant of the earth. And it ſhall 
come to paſs, [that] he who fleeth from the noiſe of 
the fear ſhall fall into the pit; and he that cometh up 
out of the midſt of the pit ſhall be taken in the ſnare: 
tor the windows from on high are open, and the foun- 
dations of the earth do ſhake ; an alluſion to the deluge ; 
they run any where for ſafety, but ſtill run into danger, 
The earth is utterly broken down, the earth is clean 
diffolved, the earth is moved exceedingly. The earth 
ſhall reel to and fro like a drunkard, and ſhall be re- 
moved like a cottage, or, as eaſily as a cattage; and the 
tranſgreſſion thereof ſhall be heavy upon it, /in hall /ink 
it; and it ſhall fall, and not riſe again. And it ſhall 
come to pals in that day, [that] the Lozp ſhall puniſh 
the hoſt of the high ones [that are] on high, and the 
kings of the earth, he Aſſyrian and Chaldean manarchs, 
who have done ſo much miſchief upon the earth. And 
they ſhall be gathered together, | as] priſoners are ga- 
thered in the pit, and ſhall be ſhut up in the priſon, 
and after many days ſhall they be viſited; hat 7s, the 


jews, who hed been as priſoners, ſhall be viſited in mercy, 


releaſed, and return to their own land. Then the moon 
ſhall be confounded, and the ſun aſhamed, when the 
Lok of hoſts (ball reign in mount Zion, and in Jeru- 
falem ; that is, 1he divine perfettions ſhall be ſo illuſtrated, 
that the brightneſs of them ſhall obſcare the ſun and moon, as 
they ds leſſer lights ;, and before his antients gloriouſſy; his 
priefts and antient ſervants, who ſaw the deſolation of their 
country, fhall ſee all the glory that fhall be diſplayed in the 
aeſtruction of theſe monarchues, in puniſhing the wicked, and 


REFLECT- 
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REFLECTIONS. 


I, BSERVE how fin defiles and deftroys a land. 

It is that which makes a land tremble, empties it 
of its treaſures and inhabitants, and brings confuſion and de- 
ſolation upon it. See what fins in particular do this, namely, 


tranſgreſſing the law of nature, the rules of the creation; 


changing the ordinances of God, the inſtitutions of revealed 


religion; inventing new ones, neglecting the old, and making 


no conſcience of complying with them : this brings great 
guilt on particular perſons, and on nations, that is, not 
complying with the terms of the everlaſting covenant. See 
then how neceſſary it is to obſerve the divine laws and or- 
dinances if we deſire to eſcape the curſe,  . 2 

2. See the difference between carnal and ſpiritual joys; the 
joy of ſinners and ſaints, The joy of the finner ariſes from 
muſick, wine, and gay company; and when theſe are gone, 
his joys are gone; his mirth is over, and it ends in heavi- 
neſs. But the joy of the faint ariſes from and centres in the 
blefſed God, and the foundation of his comfort: will not 
fail, He can rejoice in tribulation; and when the judgments 
of God lay all around him waſte, ke can joy in the God of his 
ſalvation. It is eaſy to infer who are the happieſt people, 
and in which number we ſhould defire to be found. 

3. See the duty of God's people in ſeaſons of affliction. 
v. 15. Glorify ye the Lord in the fires, acknowledge his hand 
in afflition, reverence his power and juſtice, He who 
kindles the fire will moderate its violence; will be with his 
ſervants when they paſs through it; and deliver them out 
of it: and on all thoſe accounts they ſhould glorify him, 
truſt in him, and wait patiently for his ſalvation. 

4. The various changes in 4 and kingdoms illuſtrate 
the perfections, and diſplay the glory of the Lord. It is 
he who doeth theſe things, v. 1. When nations are made 
deſolate, he commands it ; when the high ones of the earth 
are humbled and puniſhed, it is the King of Kings who 
doeth it. When oppreſſors are brought down, and God's 
ſervants delivered, it is a glorious diſplay of his power and 


2 his hatred of oppreſſion and injuſtice, his 
Yor, 
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faithfulneſs to his promiſes, and kindneſs to his 2 
Let us then carefully obſerve his glories as thus diſplayed, 
and lift up our voices, and ſing for the majeſty of the Lord. 


— — — — ..ADhdede dit. —- — 
— 
4 


C HAP. XXV. 


The prophet in this chapter praiſeth God for his judgments, for 
his ſaving benefits, and for his vittorious ſalvation. This is 
applied by many to the victory of the Fews over the Alſyrians ; 
but it rather refers to the goſpel church, and God's appear- 
ances far it. 


1 LORD, thou [art] my God; I will exalt thee, 
" E will praiſe thy name; for thou haſt done won- 
derful [things; thy] counſels of old [are] faithfulneſs 
ſand] truth; thou haſt punctually fulfilled what thou didſt 

2 declare of old. For thou haſt made of a city an heap; 
. [of] a defenced city a ruin: a palace of ſtrangers to be 
no city; cities which were like palaces, to which ſtrangers 
reſorted out of curigſity, ſhall be utterly ruined; it ſhall 
never be built; which expreſſes the church's complete triumph: 

3 over its enemies, eſpecially over the heathen, Therefore 
ſhall the ſtrong people glorify thee; thoſe that haue been 
enemies to thee and thy cauſe, ſhall bring glory to thee : the 
city of the terrible nations ſhall fear thee ; being humbled 
by theſe judgments, they ſball be converted, or at leaſt forced 

4 to acknowledge thy power, For thou haſt been a ſtrength 
to the poor, a ſtrength to the needy in his diſtreſs, a a 
refuge from the ſtorm, a ſhadow from the heat, when 
the blaſt of the terrible ones [is] as a ſtorm [againſt] 
the wall; when hot ſuns and burning winds are beating 
againſt them, which ſeem as if they would deſtroy them. 

5 Thou ſhalt bring down the noiſe of ſtrangers, as the 
heat in a dry place; [even] the heat with the ſhadow 
of a cloud; thou wilt deſtroy the enemies of thy church and 
goſpel as eaſily as thou canſt make a cloud to ſhelter men in 
the heat of the day : the branch, or rather, the rejoicing, 
of the terrible ones ſhall be brought low, and thy people 

6 have quiet and refreſhment. And in this mountain, that 
bal "+ is, 


—_—_—_—— 
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is, Zion, or the goſpel church, ſhall the Loxp of hoſts 
make unto all people, to the gentiles, a feaſt of fat 
things, a feaſt of wines on the lees, of fat things full 
of marrow, of wines on the lees well refined; of wine 

that has ſtood long on the lees, that is rick and ſtrong, and 
throughly refined; that is, they ſhall feaſt on thy promiſes, 

7 ordinances, and conſolations, And he will deſtroy in this 
mountain the face of the covering caſt over al le, 
and the vail that is ſpread over all nations; he will re- 
move their ignorance, darkneſs, and prejudices. He will, at 
the reſurreclion, ſwallow up death in victory; and the 
Lord God will wipe away tears from off all faces; and 
the rebuke of his people, all occaſion of ſorrow, and 
all the. reproach thrown upon his people, ſhall he take 
away from off all the earth: for the Logo hath ſpoken 

9 lit.] And it ſhall be ſaid in that day, Lo, this ſis} 
our God; we have waited for him, and he will {ave 
us: this [is] the LoxD; we have waited for him, we 
will be glad and rejoice in his ſalvation; then the ſaints 

10 ſhall have the higheſt occafion for triumph. For in this 
mountain ſhall the hand of the Lozp reſt, it Hall exert 
itſelf and defend his people, and Moab ſhall be trodden 
down under him, even as ſtraw is trodden down for the 
dunghill : Moab is here put figuratively for the enemies of 

11 the church, And he ſhall ſpread forth his hands in the 
midſt of them, as he that ſwimmeth fpreadeth forth 
his hands] to ſwim; God can as eafily and effectually ro- 
move them on every fide, as a man when ſwimming can his 
hand; and he ſhall bring down their pride together with 
the ſpoils of their hands; heir goods which were unjuſtly 

gotten, or the trophies of their vittory, ſhall be taken axvay. 

12 And the fortreſs of the high fort of thy walls ſhall 

he bring down, lay low, [and] bring to the ground, 

[even] to the duſt. A very emphatical deſcription; tho a 

caſtle, fituated on an eminence, and ſurrounded with ftirong 

walls, he ſhall not only take but demoliſh it; and that ſo en- 
tirely, that the fortification ſhall be beaten to duſt, and its 
emmence levelled with the ground; that is, the pride of hell 
ſhall be mortified, m_ frrong holds be caſt down, and all 
| | 2 the 
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the efforts made againſt the people of G 18 ow vain, * 
et Ins 4 in the r ruin of e enemies. 


1 


"REFLECTIONS. 


© Dis to be — for all the at and won- 
| derſul things that he doeth; in bringing down 
proud cities, ſtates, and empires; confounding the devices 
of the enemies of his church; ſupporting his ſervants amidſt 
dangers and. perſecutions; . and refreſhing them with his 
favour and love, when they are ready to ſink and faint. All 
are done according to the counſels of infinite wiſdom, faith- 
fulneſs, and righteouſneſs, and it becomes us to admire 
them, -as far beyond what any other Being could do, and 
exalt him who is glorious i in holineſs, fearful in praiſes, doing 
wonders.” 
2, Let us particulatly * him for the riches of goſpel 
— What a noble feaſt has he made for us gentiles! 
w refreſhing and nouriſhing! infinitely beyond the de- 
lights of the ſons of men. He hath made proviſion for 
removing our prejudices and ignorance, enlightening our 
underſtandings, regulating our ſpirits, and baniſhing all 
the ſorrows of the heart. — us value his word, his or- 
dinances and his — as the choiceſt dainties; make 
light of all the reproaches we may ſuffer for God and con- 
ſcience ; and rejoice in hope of that day, when, as is ex- 
preſſed Rev. XX1. 4. God ſhall wipe away all tears from our 
ces, and death ſhall be ſwallowed up in victory. Once more, 

3. See with what temper mercies and deliverances are to 
be received, v. 9. they are to be rejoiced in; and our joy 
is to terminate in God; we are to wait patiently for his ap- 

pearances, and then they will be more ſeaſonable and wel- 
come. We are to give him the glory of the greatneſs and 
perfection of our ſalvation; and while we = it as God's 

work, and exalt him as our God, let us behave ſaitable to 
our relation to him, that we may at length partake of that 
everlaſting ſalvation, which he will beſtow *. all * 


fan 


CHAP. 
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Hrn 

This chapter, like the foregoing, 15 @ ſong of Fproife and refers to 
goſpel times. It foretells the ſucceſs of God's cauſe in the hands 

of Chriſt over all oppoſition. _ | 


1 IN that day ſhall this ſong. be ſung in the land of 


Judah, where the goſpel ſhall be firſt: planted; We 
have a ftrong city ; ſalvation will {God] appoint [for] 
walls and bulwarks ; he will guard and defend his own in- 

2 tereſt, Open ye the gates, that the righteous nation 
which keepeth the truth may enter in; that the pious 


jews and gentiles may enter in, and all be incorporated as the 


3 city of God. Thou wilt keep [him] in perfect peace, 
| hee] mind [1s] ſtayed [on thee: ] becauſe he truſt- 
4 eth in thee. Truſt ye in the Lox for ever: for in the 
5 Loxp JEHOVAH (is] everlaſting ſtrength: For he 
bringeth down them that dwell on high ; the lofty city, 
he layeth it low; he layeth it low, ſeven] to the 
ground ; he bringeth it [even] to the duſt.. As the church 

is repreſented as the city of God, ſo the ſociety of its enemies 

is deſcribed as a city; he will overthrow the ſtrongeſt cities of 
his enemies, as Sodom, the Egyptians, and Babylon, were 
6 overthrawn. The foot ſhall tread it down, [even] the 
feet of the poor, [and] the ſteps of the needy; thoſe 
who are moſt deſpiſed, that is, meet and humble chriſtians, 

7 ſhall overcome and triumph over all their enemies. The way 
of the juſt [is] uprightneſs: thou, moſt-upright, doſt 
weigh the path of the juſt, or rather, make it plain and 

8 level. Yea, in the way of thy judgments, O Lokp, 
have we waited for thee ; patiently ſubmitted to thy correc- 
tion; the deſire of our] ſoul [is] to thy name, and to 
the remembrance of thee; we have expected deliverance 
from thee, and taken pains to keep up our devout affettions 
9 to thee. With my ſoul have 1 deſired thee in the night; 
yea, with my ſpirit within me will I ſeek thee early; 
. early and late have our deſires been to thee : for when thy 
judgments [are] in the earth, the inhabitants of the 
world will learn righteouſneſs ; thy judgments are adapted 
to teach men righteouſneſs, all ought to learn it, and you 

R Wi 


| 
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10 will. Let favour be ſhowed to the wicked, [yet] will 
he not learn righteouſneſs: in the land of uprightneſs, 


amidſt great religious advantages and good examples, will 
he deal unjuſtly, and will not behold the majeſty of the 


11 Lond. 2 [when] thy hand is lifred up 


„ they 


will not ſee; will not own it, nor be oy to it, ſo as to 


comply with thy defign : [but] they 


all fee, and be 


—— for [their] envy at the people, or, for ti zeal 
toward thy people; yea, the fire of thine enemies ſhall 
devour them; the fire with which thine enemies are con- 

12 ſumed. Log, thou wilt ordain peace for us: for thou 
_ alſo haft wrought all our works in us, or, for us; and 

13 this is our encouragement, O Lord our God, [other] 
lords befides thee have had dominion over us, other 
Princes and evil luſts: ¶ but] by thee only will we make 
mention of thy name; by thy favour and affiftance we will 

14 be ſolely thine.” (They are] dead, they ſhall not live; 
[they are] deceaſed,” they ſhall not riſe, that is, the 
other lords and oppreſſors : therefore haſt thou viſited, or 
rather, becauſe thou haſt viſited, and deſtroyed them, and 

15 made all their memory to periſh. Thou haſt increaſed 
| — II O Lox, thou haſt increaſed the nation: 
lorified: thou hadſt removed lit] far [unto] 

«7 — of the earth by former captivities; or it may 


16 rather refer to the ſpread of the church of Chriſt. 


Loxp, 


in trouble have they viſited thee, they poured out a 


17 prayer [when] thy chaſtening [was] upon them. 


Like 


as a woman with child, 1 drip near the time of 
her delivery, is in [ crieth out in her O 
18 ſo have 1 in Ey kale O Loxp. We bane ined 
with child, we have been in pain, we have as it were 
brought forth wind; we have not wrought any deliver- 
ance in the earth; neither have the in abitants of the 
world fallen: wwe have been big with enpectations of deliver- 
ence, and uneaſy till it was accompliſied; but have bem 


ſadly diſappointed. What follows is God's 


19 church's c 


T hereſore awake a 


to the 


complaint. Thy dead [men] ſhall live, I together 
with] my dead bod beds that is, my church, ſhall they 
fi 


ng, ye that dyell i in duft; for thy 


ariſe. 


_ dew ls as] the dew of herbs ; my favour ſhall revive thee 


again, 
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again, as the dew revives the graſs, and the earth ſhall 
caſt out the dead; all countries where you are diſperſed, 
ſhall reſtore you again.” 7 
20 Come, my people, enter thou into thy chambers, 
and ſhut thy doors about thee; fly io God os thy defence: 
as men retire to their moſt ſecret apartments to ſhelter them- 


ſelves in ſtorms and dangers, thus do thou when the deſtroying 
angel is paſſing thro* the land: hide thyſelf as it were for 

a little moment, the ſhorteſt ſpace of time, until the in- 

21 dignation be overpaſt. For, behold, the Loxp cometh 
out of his place to puniſh the inhabitants of the earth 
for their iniquity : the earth alſo ſhall diſcloſe her blood 
and ſhall no more cover her ſlain, that is, the blood that 
ſhe had drank : thoſe that ſhed it thought it was for ever 
covered, but their guilt ſhall appear. Some underſtand it, 
that the number of their enemies who were ſlain ſhould be 


ſo great, that they ſhould lie unburied, 
REFLECTIONS. 


1. E here ſee the reaſonableneſs and advantage of 
an humble, cheerful truſt in God. This the 
prophet in the name of the church expreſſes, and, in the 
name of God, exhorts to. It is our duty to truſt in him, 
to depend upon him, and wait for him in every circum- 
ſtance of life; to believe in his providence and hope in his 
romiſes. This is highly reaſonable, for in ſum is everlaſt- 
ing ſtrength; it will ſecure our peace with him and our own 
conſcience; it will free us from anxiety and tormenting 
fears; and we ſhall be fafe in the chambers of divine pro- 
tection, He ſball not be afraid of evil tidings whoſe mind is 
fixed, truſting in Gad. My 
2. We ſee what our duty is in ſeaſons of affliction, whe- 
ther private or publick, and what uſe we ſhould make of 
them. When God lifts up his hand he expects us to ſee 
it; to obſerve the operations of his providence, to con- 


ſider the deſign of them, and learn righteouſneſs by them. 


We ſhould wait on him in the way of his judgments; enter- 
2 R 4 | tain 
This is applied in Ezekiel's viſion, chap. x:xvii. 11, 12. to 

: the gentiles, or rather, to the Jews in the latter day. 
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tain good thoughts of him, ſtrong deſires after him, and 
ſeek to him for relief, His judgments are adapted to warn 
and alarm the unthinking, to rouſe the ſecure, and quicken 
all. His great deſign is, that we may learn righteouſneſs ; 
otherwiſe we ſhall ſuffer in vain. Bleſſed is the man whom, 
thou chaſteneſt and teacheſt out of thy law; that thou mayeſt give 
— from the day of adverſity, until the pit be digged far the 
awicke __ 24 7 3 a 
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To what particular circumſtance of the jewiſh church and nation 


this chapter has an immediate reference, it is hard to ſay; it 

is applicable to the church in general when under the oppreſſion 

of any cruel tyrants: ſuch are often deſcribed as ſerpents and 
dragons ; thus was Pharaoh, and ſo are the popiſh powers. 

I F N that day the Logp with his fore and great and 

ſtrong ſword ſhall puniſh leviathan the piercing ſer- 

pent, even leviathan that crooked ſerpent; and he ſhall 

flay the dragon that [is] in the ſea; who by violence 


2 and ſubilè arts endeavours to deſtroy his people. In that 


day ſing ye unto her, A vineyard of red wine; hat is, 

' the church, called a vineyard of red wine, as that was 
3 reckoned the choiceſt and beſt wine. I the Loup do keep 
it; I will water it every moment: left [any] hurt it, 

I will keep it night and day; I will defend it from its 
4 enemies, and fupply if with proviſions. Fury [1s] not in me: 
who would ſet the briers [and] thorns againſt me in 
battle? I would go through them, I would burn them 
together; I am flow to anger, not wrathful and implacable; 
Fut thoſe that oppoſe my gracious deſigns ſhall be as fuddenly 
5 and eaſily deſtroyed, as fire deſtroys briers and thorns. Or 
let him take hold of my ſtrength, [that] he may make 
peace with me; [and] he ſhall make peace with me; let 
him by repentance and humiliation ſeek recontitiation with 
me, and 10 ſtay the arm of my juſtice, then my mercy and 

6 ſtrength ſhall be engaged in his favour. He ſhall cauſe 
them that come of Jacob to take root: mm 5 
77 | 7 „ 0 om 


7 


9 


away his 
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bloſſom and bud, and fill the face of the world with 
fruit; that is, they ſhall revive again after their oppreſſions. 
Hath he ſmitten him, as he ſmote thoſe that ſmote him? 
[or] is he ſlain according to the ſlaughter of them that 
are ſlain by him? He ſball leave a remnant of his people 
when he utterly deſtroys thoſe enemies that were his inſtru- 
ments in correfing them. In meaſure, when it ſhooteth 
forth, thou wilt debate with it; he alluſion to a vine is 
flill carried on; he vill prune it with love and moderation, 
ſo as not to defiroy it: he ſtayeth his rough wind in the 
day of the eaſt wind; hie moderates the ſtorm, leſt it ſhould 
deſtroy the vine. By this therefore ſhall the iniquity of 
Jacob be purged; and this [is], all the fruit to take 
; fn; when he maketh all the ſtones of the altar 
as chalk ſtones that are beaten in ſunder, the groves and 


© Images ſhall not ſtand up; the end of his chaſtiſement is to 


10 


11 


12 


13 


reform him from ſin, eſpecially idolatry, and lead him to 
deflroy his altars and images, and aboliſh the memory of them. 
Nevertheleſs Feruſalem ſhall ſuffer for its fins; for Let 
the defenced city [ſhall be] deſolate, [and] the habita- 
tion forſaken, and left like a wilderneſs : there ſhall the 
calf feed, and there ſhall he lie down, and conſume the 
branches thereof; it ſhall lie for a while in deſolation, like 
a Vineyard whoſe fence is gone, ſo that the cattle come to feed 
therein, When the boughs thereof are withered, they 
ſhall be broken off: the women come, 0 gather the re- 
mains of the trees for fuel, [and] ſet them on fire: for it 
[is] a people of no underſtanding ; they are quite ſtupid 
and ſottiſh: therefore he that made them will not have 
mercy on them, and he that formed them will ſhow 

them no favour. | 
Zet they ſhall not always continue in this flate. And it 
ſhall come to paſs in that day, [that] the Loxp ſhall 
beat off from the channel of the river Euphrates unto 
the ſtream of Egypt, and ye ſhall be gathered one by 
one, O ye children of Iſrael ; he jews ſball be recovered 
and reſtored , they ſhall be beat off, like corn ſeparated from 
the chaff ;, they ſhall not be brought again in a body, but one 
by one, thro* God's influence on their mind) And it ſhall 
come to pals in that day, [that] the great trumpet ſhall 
* | be 
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be blown, and they ſhall come which were ready to 

pune in the land of Aſſyria, and the outcaſts in the 

and of Egypt, and ſhall worſhip the Loxd in the holy 

mount at Jeruſalem ;_ referring to Cyrus's proclamation 

for liberty; or the general alarm and ſummons to the con- 

gregations of Iſrael, who were gathered together by trumpets, 
has a reference to their converſion in the latter day. 


X 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. E have reaſon to rejoice in God's care of the 
church, amidſt all its dangers and diſtreſles, 
It is valuable in itſelf, and dear to him. Many attempts 
have been made to hurt and deftroy his vineyard, or to 
prevent its fruitfulneſs; but he guards it with a watchful 
eye, and waters it by his ordinances, his word, and ſpirit, 
without which it would wither. If its enemies combine 
againſt it, he has a great and ftrong ſword with which to 
puniſh them. We ſhould therefore triumph in the ſecurity 
of the church, and encourage ourſelves in the Lord its 
God, when it ſeems to be in the greateſt danger; and 
earneſtly pray, that that part of the vineyard with which we 
are connected may be daily kept and watered by him. 

2. We ſee what encouragement there is for ſinners to 
return to God. They are enemies to him, and he is angry 
with them: but peace may be made; and it is of the utmoſt 
importance that it be made in time. It becomes them to 
humble themſelves before God, that the ſtroke of his 
mighty hand may be averted, and his ſtrength employed 
for their defence and happineſs. Fury is not in him, or who 
could ſtand? He is willing to be reconciled; ſo that if 
finners continue enemies to him, it is their own fault, and 
he will deſtroy them as eaſily and entirely as fire does 
briers and thorns. Apree then with thine adverſary quickly, 
and be at peace, and thereby good ſhall come unto thee. 

3. We are again taught the nature and defign of afflic- 
tion. The end of God in his corrections is to take away ſin, 
to lead men to put away their iniquities with ſhame and 
deteſtation, and never return to them any more. Then 
our afflictions do us good when they purge away our ini. 

| | Auity: 
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zuity: and therefore when we are afflicted we ſhould ſearch 
aud try our ways, and turn again unto the Lord. To good 
men God moderates afflitions, prunes them in meaſure and 
mercy, and tempers the fury of the ſtorm. Afflictions are 
quite different in their effects upon good and bad men; they 
are not ſmitten alike, tho* it may ſeem ſo to us. God's 
intentions to his children are friendly; all ſhall iſſue well, 
and work together for their good. 


4. How vain are all thoſe hopes of finners which are 


only grounded on the mercy of God and his being their 
creator. It is very common for men to expreſs a hope of 
being ſaved becauſe God is their creator, and becauſe he 
is mercitul; while they go on in their treſpaſſes, and are 
deſtitute of repentance and faith. But if that mercy be not 
earneſtly ſought, and thoſe fins put away which diſqualify 
them from being the objects of it, they will not find it: 
and tho* God formed them, yet as they do not anſwer the 
end for which they were made, but daily affront their 
Maker, he will ſhow them no favour. Let us then not de- 
ceive ourſelves, hut labour to be wiſe, underſtanding what 
the will of the Lord is, and be ftedfaſt and immoveable in our 
_ obedience to it. 


C HAP. XXVIIL 


The prophecies in this and the following chapters, to the thirtieth, 
relate principally to the invaſion of Fudea by Sennacherib; 
but are not arranged in the order they were delivered. 
I O E to the crown of pride, tb the drunkards of 
Ephraim, whoſe glorious beauty [is] a fading 
flower, which [are] on the head of the fat valleys of 
them that are oyercome with wine ! that is, woe to the 
proud kingdom of the ten tribes, among whom drunkenneſs 
much prevailed ; Samaria, ſo beautifully fituated on a hill, 
with a fine vale below it, be deſtroyed by the Aſyrians, 
2 Behold, the Lord hath a mighty and ftrong one, 
{which} as a tempeſt of hail [and] a deſtroying ſtorm, 
as a flood of mighty waters overflowing, ſhall caſt down 
to 
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to the earth with the hand y as ea/tly as an earthen veſſel 
3 is daſhed to the ground. The crown of pride, the drun- 
4 kards of Ephraim, ſhall be trodden under feet: And 
the glorious beauty, which is] on the head of the fat 
valley, ſhall be a fading flower, ſand] as the haſty fruit 
before the ſummer ; it ſhall be as eaſily and quickly deftray- 
ed as early fruit; or it may be rendered, the glorious beauty 
on their head, that is, the parland, ſhall be a fading flower, 
and the fat valley ſhall be as haſty fruit, that is ſaon ripe 
and ſoon deſtroyed: which [when] he that looketh upon 
it ſeeth, while it is yet in his hand he.eateth it up. 
8 In that day ſhall the Lorp of hoſts be for a crown of 
glory, and for a diadem of beauty, unto the reſidue of 
his people, Judah ſhall. enjoy his favour and protection, 
6 And for a ſpirit of judgment to him that ſitteth in judg- 
ment, and for ſtrength to them that turn the battle to 
the gate; Hezekiah and us counſellors ſhall be wwiſe,' ſhall 
- repel the invaders; and carry the war into the country of 
their enemies. | 
7 But they alſo have erred through wine, and through 
ſtrong drink are out of the way; Fudak alſo is guilty of 
this deteſtable crime of drunkenneſs ;, the prieſt and the. 
prophet have erred through ſtrong drink, they are 
ſwallowed up of wine, they are out of the way through 
ſtrong drink; they err in viſion, they ſtumble [in] 
8 judgment; hey neither teach nor judge aright. For all 
tables are full of vomit [and] filthineſs, ¶ ſo that there 
9 is] no place [clean.] Whom ſhall he, hat is, any man, 
teach knowledge? and whom ſhall he make to under. 
ſtand doctrine ? [them that are] weaned from the milk, 
land] drawn from the breaſt, notwithanding their ad- 
' wantages they are but like children learning their finſt rudi- 
10 ments. | For precept [muſt be] upon precept, precept 
upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a 
little, [and] there a little; the ſame things muſt be often 
inculcated upon them, in the plaineſt manner, and yet all in 
11 vain: For with ſtammering lips and another tongue 
will he ſpeak to this people; he will ſend foreign enemies 
12 among them, whoſe language they ſhall not underſtand.* LD 
0 whom 


The apoſtle applies this to the abuſe of the gift of tongues, which 
made that a curſe which was intended for a bleſling, | 
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whom he ſaid, This [is] the reſt [wherewith] ye may 
cauſe the weary to reſt; and this [is] the refreſhing ; 
tho” he had told them their duty often and plainly, had given 
them great encouragement, and had promiſed them reſt ana 

13 refreſpment, yet they would not hear. But the word ot 
the Loxp was unto them precept upon precept, precept 
upon precept ; line upon line, line upon line; here a 
little, [and] there a little; that they might go, and fall 
backward, and be broken, and ſnared, and taken; re- 
jedling God's word and deſpiſing his methods of inſtruction, 

14 will be the cauſe of their calamity. Wherefore hear the 
| word of the Lorp, ye ſcornful men, that rule this 
people which [is] in Jeruſalem 3'ye chief magiſtrates, that 

15 ſcorn my threatenings. Becauſe ye have ſaid, We have made 
a covenant with death, and with hell are we at agreement; 
wwe have taken as effetiual methods to ſecure ourſelves from 
danger, as if we had done ſo ; when the overflowing ſcourge 
ſhall paſs through, it ſhall not come unto us: for we 
have-made lies our refuge, and under falſchood, 7hat 
is, idols and foreign alliances, have we hid ourſelves. 

16 Therefore thus faith the Lord Gop, I wil! direct you 
10 @ ſurer refuge, Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation 
a ſtone, a tried ſtone, a precious corner | ſtone, ] a ſure 
foundation: he that believeth ſhall not make haſte; 
ſhall not hurry to and fro, ſhall not be confounded. 

17 3 ae alſo will 1 lay to the line, and righteouſ- 
neſs to the plummet; hat is, I will deal with you in tri? 
Juſtice , an alluſion to builders : and the hail ſhall (weep 
away the refuge of lies, and the waters ſhall overflow 
the hiding place; my judgments ſhall be like a ſtorm of hail, 

18 or a flood that carries all before it. And your covenant 
with death ſhall be diſannulled, and your agreement 
with hell ſhall not ſtand; when the overflowing ſcourge 

ſhall paſs through, then ye ſhall be trodden down by 
I9 it; it ſhall ſuddenly overwhelm you like an inundation. From, 
the time that it goeth forth it ſhall take you : for morn- 
ing by morning ſhall it paſs over, by day and by night - 
and it ſhall be a vexation only [to] underitand the re- 

port; when you think you have put it by, it ſhall turn again 
will greater fury: even the report of its coming upon others 
a | ſhall 
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fall vex you, and occaſion painful fears. Some render it, 

« nothing but vexation will make you underſtand inſtruction. 

20 For the bed is ſhorter than that [a man] can ſtretch 
himſelf [on it:] and the covering narrower than that 

he can wrap himſelf [in it.] A proverbial expreſſion, as 
if he had ſaid, All your ＋ and confederacies ſhall. 

21 fail. For the Lonxp ſhall rife up as [in] mount Pera- 
zim, where David flew the Philiſtines, he ſhall be wroth 

as [in] the valley of Gibeon, where Joſhua deſtroyed the 
Canaanites, that he may do his work, his ſtrange work; 
and bring to paſs his act, his ſtrange act; when God's 
profeſſing people are hypocrites, he will treat them as he uſed 

zo do their enemies; though this is ſtrange work, diſagreeable 
to him, and ſuch as his people hath not been uſed to feel, yet 
22 it is neceſſary. Now therefore be ye not mockers, 
leſt your bands be made ſtrong ; /zft you be brought under 

4 foreign yoke : for I have heard from the Lord Gop of 
hofts a conſumption, even determined upon the whole 
earth, or the whole land, that is, againſt the two remaining 
tribes, as well as the ten which I have propligſied againſt be- 
fore. Tie prophet then concludes with a beautiful parable 
which is deſigned to ſhow, that as the huſbandman has times 
and methods for ploughing and manuring the ground, ſowing 
and threſhing the grain, and the like, ſo God has ſeaſons of 
mercy and judgment, and takes different meaſures for amend- 

ment or deſtruction. | 

23 Give ye ear, and hear my voice; hearken, and hear 
24 my ſpeech. Doth the ploughman plough all day, or 
every day, to ſow? doth he every day open and break the 

25 clods of his ground? When he hath made plain the face 
thereof, doth he not caſt abroad the fitches, and ſcatter 
the cummin, and caſt in the principal wheat and the ap- 
pointed barley, or, the wheat in the principal place, and 
barley in the appointed place, and the rye in their place ? 

26 For his God doth inſtruct him to diſcretion, [and] 
27 doth teach him, For the fitches are not threſhed with 
a threſhing inſtrument, neither is a cart wheel turned 
about upon the cummin; but the fitches are beaten out 
with a ſtaff, and the cummin with a rod; different kinds 

of threſbing inſtruments are uſed, according to the kind and 

| ſtrength 


28 


2g 
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28 ſtrength of the grain. Bread [corn] is hruiſed; becauſe 

he will not ever be threſhing it, nor break [it with] 

the wheel of his cart, nor bruiſe it [with] his horſemen ; 

bread corn muſt be bruiſed in à mortar, or ground in a mill, 

. becauſe other inſtruments are not capable of making it ſmall 

29 enough. This ſkill in huſbanary, or rather, this: judgment 

and conſumption, alſo cometh forth from the Lok b of 

hoſts, [which] is wonderful in counſel, [and] excellent 

in working; who afflifts his people more or leſs, as their 
characters and caſes require. 


REFLECTION-S 
1. W E here ſee the deteſtable nature and great guilt 


of drunkenneſs. It overcomes men, deprives 
them of their reaſon, ſtupifies their underſtandings, leads 
them into fatal errors, and expoſes them to the practice of 
every iniquity. Of all drunkards, thoſe of Ephraim were 
the worſt; they were God's profeſſing people, had been 
better inſtructed than others, and ſhould therefore have (ſet 
an example of temperance and ſobriety, The word of God 
pronounces a woe upon ſuch; and the new Teſtament 
aſſures us that they ſhall not inherit the kingdom of God. 
Let us all therefore be warned, and zake heed to ourſelves, leſt 
at any time our hearts are overcharged with gluttony and drunk- 
enneſs, and that day of judgment come upon us unawares, 

2. We learn how graciouſly God condeſcends to teach 
men their duty; he gives precept upon precept; here a little, 
and there a little; he gives his inſtructions in a plain, con- 
ciſe manner; and they are often repeated; both to help 
our memories and impreſs our hearts. Thus ſhould 
parents teach their children, and not overburden their 
memories and confound their judgments. Thus alſo ſhould 
miniſters teach their hearers; give them ſhort, plain, fa- 
miliar views of their duty; and frequently repeat their ad- 
monitions, even tho? ſome nicer hearers may nauſeate them. 
The defign of all is to afford preſent refreſhment, and lead 
to eternal reſt. But if men will not hear, hey will be broken, 
and ſnared, and taten; and the word will be a ſavour of death 
unto death to their ſouls, 


3. Let 
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2. Let us regard the Lord Jeſus Chriſt as a ſure foun- 


dation ſtone, and truſt in him. The ſixteenth verſe is ex- 
preſsly applied to him in the new Teſtament. He is a 
corner ſtone, which unites and ſupports the whole building ; 
precious in the fight of God and all true believers: he is 
a ſure ſtone, that cannot be broken or removed. He that 
builds his final hopes on this foundation ſhall not be con- 
founded; but whatever elſe we build upon, it will be 4 
refuge of lies, which the hail will ſweep away, There is no 
ſecurity but in Chriſt ; and Bleſſed are all they that truſt in 
him. 

4. We ſee the danger of making a jeſt of the word of 
God. There were ſcornful men in Jeruſalem, who ridi- 
culed the prophet's reproofs and admonitions, therefore 
God made their bands ſtrong, and gave them up to their 
hearts luſts. They were held in fetters of iniquity, as well 
as made captives by the Aﬀyrians, We ſhould be parti- 

cularly cautious againſt this fin, If what miniſters fay 
ſhould not be quite agreeable to our inclinations, or their 
manner to our taſte, we ſhould not be mockers. Serious 
things muſt not be turned into a jeſt; for God and his 
word jeſt with no man. What is honeſtly intended ought 
to be well taken, and what is ſeriouſly ſpoken ought to be 
ſeriouſly regarded. When men deſpiſe the word, and be- 
come ſermon-proof, fin gains dominion over them; and 
whether they heed and believe them or not, the threaten- 


ings of God ſhall be executed, and the conſumption deter- 


mined ſhall deftroy them. | 

5. God is to be acknowledged in all the ſkill and ſagacity 
of mankind ; and in the different circumſtances and condi- 
tions of human life. The buſineſs of the huſbandman 
ſeems to require no great inſtruction or diſcretion, but in 
reality it does; and it is to be wiſhed, that farmers would 
not plod on in the way of their fathers, without confidering 
how far it is right; but endeavour by reading, experience, 
and obſervation to improve upon it. Eſpecially ſhould 
they aſk inſtruction and diſcretion from God in their buſi. 
neſs, and give him praiſe for their ſucceſs. Let the dif- 
ferent diſpenſations of providence to us, to our friends, 
and to the world, be conſidered as the appointments of 


him 


Arie 
a partici 
conſume 
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him who is wonderful in counſel; that we may not mourn 
and complain, but in patience poſſeſs our ſouls, and cheerfully 
commit all events to God, who gives men all their wiſdom 
and underſtanding, and muſt himſelf be infinitely wiſe, 


CAA FE. 


This prophecy refers to the Aſſyrian invaſion. It contains pro- 
miſes and threatenings, reproofs and encouragements, according 
to the character of the people. 


I OE to Ariel, to Ariel, the city [where] David 
dwelt!” add ye year to year; let them kill 

ſacrifices; go up regularly to your ſolemn feaſts, and kill ſa- 
crifices as uſual, but all will be in vain while you continue 

2 hkypoaritical;, for Yet I will diſtreſs Ariel, and there ſhall 
be heavineſs and ſorrow ; notwithſtanding this your formal 
- worſhip, wherein you confide ſo much, both city and temple 
Jhall be brought into great ſtraits: and it ſhall be unto me 
as Ariel; both Jeruſalem and the neighbourhood about it 
ſhall be like the altar, filled with the bodies of dead men; 
many ſhall be killed in ſallying out, and many die within the 

3 city. And I will camp againſt thee round about, and 
will lay fiege againſt thee with a mount, and I will raiſe 

4 forts againſt thee. And thou ſhalt be brought down, 
en; ſhalt ſpeak out of the ground, and thy ſpeech 
all be low out of the duſt, and thy voice ſhall be, as 

of one that hath a familiar ſpirit, out of the ground, 
and thy ſpeech ſhall whiſper out of the duſt ; thou ſhalt 
be very humble, and ſpeak low, thro* faintneſs or fear of 
5 the enemy; yet God will deliver thee. Moreover the 
multitude of thy ſtrangers ſhall be like ſmall duſt, and 
the multitude of the terrible ones [ſhall be] as chaff that 
paſſeth away: yea, it ſhall be at an inſtant ſuddenly; re- 

6 ferring to the deſtruction of the Aſſyrians. Thou ſhalt be 
viſited of the Loxp of hoſts with thunder, and with 
Vor. V. 8 earthquake, 

1 Ariel ſignifies, the Lion of God; it means Jeruſalem, and has 


a particular reference to the altar of burnt offerings there, which 
conſumed the facrifices, 
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earthquake, and great noiſe, with ſtorm and tempeſt, 
7 and the flame of devouring fire. And the multitude 
of all the nations that fight againſt Ariel, even all that 
fight againſt her and her munition, and that diſtreſs her, 

8 ſhall be as a dream of a night viſion. It ſhall even be 
as when an hungry [man] dreameth, and, behold, he 
eateth; but he awaketh; and his ſoul is empty: or as 
when a thirſty [man] dreameth, and, behold, he drink- 
eth; but he awaketh, and, behold, [he is] faint, and 
his ſoul hath appetite : ſo ſhall the multitude of all the 
nations be, that fight againſt mount Zion; therr hopes 
ſhall be diſappointed , they think to enrich themſelves with its 
ſpoil, and ſwallow it up in their imagination; but they ſhall 
be deceived, and their diſappointment be the more grievous, 

9 Stay yourſelves, and wonder; cry ye out, and cry: 
they are drunken, but not with wine; they ſtagger, but 
not with ſtrong drink; referring to the ſtupidity of the peo- 

10 ple in the midſt of theſe alarming providences. For the 
LokD hath poured upon you the ſpirit of deep ſleep, 
and hath cloſed your eyes: the prophets, and your 
rulers, the ſeers hath he covered ; that is, God hath given 
them up to a ſtupid, heavy, ſenſeleſs temper, and permitted 
the eyes of their underſtanding to be covered, becauſe they 
11 ould not conſider. And the viſion of all is become unto 
you as the words of a book that is ſealed, which [men] 
deliver to one that is learned, ſaying, Read this, I pray 
12 thee: and he faith, I cannot; for it [is] ſealed: And 
the book is delivered to him that is not learned, ſaying, 
Read this, I pray thee : and he faith, I am not learned. 
Tho* the learned know it to be a book that is a prophecy, and 
an important one too, yet they are not dęſirous nor willing 40 
read it; and the unlearned complain that it is dark and ob- 
ſcure, above their capacities, and therefore they give them- 
ſelves no concern about it; thus the prejudices of the learned, 
and the ignorance of the unlearned, will defeat the end of the 
13 prophet's inſtruftions, Wherefore the Loxp ſaid, For- 
aſmuch as this people draw near [me] with their mouth, 
and with their lips do honour me, but have removed 
their heart far from me, and their fear toward me 1s 
taught by the precept of men, by falſe prophets, of tra- 

. A tions 


I 


17 
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14 ditions of their teachers, as our Lord explains it : There- 
fore, behold, I will proceed to do a marvellous work 
among this people, [even] a marvellous work and a 
wonder: for the wiſdom of their wiſe [men] ſhall 
periſh, and the underſtanding of their prudent [men] 
ſhall be hid; becauſe they will not underſtand, they ſhall 
not; their fins ſhall be their puniſhment : and this ſhall be a 
marvellous thing, the people ſhall loſe their underſtanding in 
a wonderful degree, eſpecially thoſe who are now famous for 

I5 it. Woe unto them that ſeek deep to hide their coun- 
ſel from the Lok, and their works are in the dark, and 
they ſay, Who ſeeth us? and who knoweth us? Moe 
to the politicians who think God does not know their 
ſchemes, and who have formed them without any regard to 
his word, his prophets, or his providence ; who know their 
counſels are not agreeable to his will, and therefore wiſh to 

16 conceal. them. Surely your turning of things upſide 
down ſhall be eſteemed as the potter's clay: for ſhall 
the work ſay, of him that made it, He made me not? 
or ſhall the thing framed ſay of him that framed it, He 
had no underſtanding ? Their inverting the order of things, 
and leaving God out of their politicks, without whom they 
have no more power to do any thing than clay has without 
the potter, is in effect denying him to 95 their creator, or deny- 
ing his wiſdom. 

I7 [Is] it not yet a very little while, and Lebanon ſhall 
be turned into a fruitful field, and the fruitful field 
ſhall be eſteemed as a foreſt ? A proverbial expreſſion of a 
great and ſurpriſing alteration, and is applicable both to the 
happy conſequences of Sennacherib's defeat, and Hezekiah's 

18 forwarding a reformation among them. And in that day 
ſhall the deaf hear the words of the book, and the eyes 
of the blind ſhall ſee out of obſcurity, and out of dark- 

19 neis. The meek alſo ſhall increaſe ¶ their] joy in the 
LokD, and the poor among men ſhall rejoice in the 
Holy One of Iſrael; the book ſhall be no longer ſealed ; 
humble ſouls ſhall learn God's will, ſhall do it, and rejoice in 

20 it, For the terrible one, the Affrian enemy abroad, is 
brought to nought, and the ſcorner, at home, is con- 
fumed, and all that watch for iniquity, for opportunities 
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21 of fin and miſchief, are cut off: That make a man an 
offender for a word, and lay a ſnare for him that re- 
proveth in the gate, and turn aſide the juſt for a thing 

22 of nought.* Therefore thus faith the Lob, who re- 
deemed Abraham, concerning the houſe of Jacob, Jacob 
ſhall not now be aſhamed, neither ſhall his face now 

23 wax pale. But when he ſeeth his children, the work 
of mine hands, in the midſt of him, they ſhall ſanctify 
my name, and ſanctify the Holy One of Jacob, and 
ſhall fear the God of Iſrael; a new generation of the 
faithful ſhall ſpring up, <who ſhall be in covenant with God, 
and ſhall ſandtiſy him, and all good men ſhall rejoice in the 

24 progreſs of the reformation. They alſo that erred in ſpirit 
ſhall come to underſtanding, and they that murmured 
ſhall learn doctrine z thoſe who were formerly prejudiced 
ſhall become humble ,, thoſe who ſaid the word is hard, or the 


law unreaſonable, ſhall find it otherwiſe, and be made wiſe 
and good by it. 


REFLECTIONS. 


wy ” F ROM this chapter we are taught the vanity and 


wickedneſs of hypocritical devotion. The Iſraelites 

in their degenerated ſtate went on, year after year, to kill 
and offer up ſacrifices ; but all was in vain while they re- 
mained impenitent and unreformed. Thus vain will it be 
for men to go on in a round of religious ſervices, while 
they do things that are unjuſt, impure, and ſenſual, Mar 
we guard againſt that deteſtable character deſcribed in v. 13. 
To worſhip God, is to draw nigh to him with an intent to 
honour him; but if the heart be not engaged, if that be 
abſent, or unaffected, and we follow the precepts and cul- 
toms of men, and not the rules of ſcripture, God will be 
highly diſpleaſed. It is no uncommon thing for perſons to 
get a kind of mechanical habit of hearing and praying, 
without 

= Thoſe who oppoſed Hezekiah's reformation, and mocked the 
prophets, were glad to find any defects and imprudences in good 
men, that they might wound religion thereby: for this purpoſe 


they ſtrained every word, and were eſpecially glad to find, any 
thing amiſs in magiſtrates or miniſters, Many of theſe were 


perhaps flain by the Aſſyrians. 
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without attention or ſeriouſneſs, till they become quite 
ſtupid, and incapable of receiving any religious impreſſion. 
He that does not grow better by religious ſervices, grows 
worſe, and is hardened by the deceitfulneſs of fin. 

2. We ſee the conſtant dependance of the human mind 
upon God for all its thoughts and operations. He can 
eaſily cloſe men's eyes, and ſtupify their underſtandings ; 
can puzzle their politics, and confound their devices, 
They can no more do what they contrive and intend with- 
out him, than the clay can form itſelf without the potter. 
He can, on the other hand, enlighten the moſt ſtupid, and 
bring thoſe that have erred to underſtand doctrine. This 
therefore ſhould teach us to improve our wiſdom and kill 
for God, and to pray daily to him, that he would enlighten 
our underſtandings, and direct our ſteps. 

3. The great advantages of a meek, teachable diſpoſition 
of mind are here ſet forth; particularly, as it will promote 
our cheerfulneſs. Thoſe who are meek, poor in fpirit, 
humble and patient, will have joy in the Lord; and that 
joy will increaſe as thoſe graces do. But pathon, pride, 
and impatience are the greateſt enemies to the ſoul in which 
they are indulged, and deprive it of real joy. Let us 
therefore learn of Chriſt to be meek and lowly in heart, and in 
patience to poſſeſs our ſouls; that, whatever our poverty or 
afflictions may be, we may rejoice in the Lord, and joy in the 
God of our ſalvation. 

4. We ſee how odious to men and diſpleaſing to God, 
the character of cenſorious and ſcornful men is. Too many 
who bear the chriſtian name reſemble the perſons here de- 
ſeribed; they wach for iniquity; take a malignant pleaſure 
in diſcovering any blemiſhes in the characters of their 
neighbours, and reporting them to their diſadvantage; they 
make a man an offender for a word , for a neglected compli- 
ment, a dubious expreſſion, or a friendly admonition. They 
are particularly watchful to reproach a miniſter for a little 
impropriety of thought or expreſſion in prayer or preach- 
ing; and are upon the watch to enſnare thoſe who are ap- 
pointed to reprove, However ſuch men may pride them- 
ſelves in their wit and diſcernment, and think themſelves 
perſons of peculiar ſagacity and penetration, the Lord calls 

8 3 them 
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them ſcorners, and declares that they ſhall be conſumed and cut 
off. Wherefore, my brethren, let every one of us be ſwift to 
hear, flow to ſpeak, flow to wrath. 


* 


. 
- 
—_ * * — 
_ 


CHAP. . 


The Iſraelites here, as often before, are reproved for their con- 
dence in Egypt, when the Aſſyrians came againſt them. 


I O E to the rebellious children, ſaith the Lorp, 
that take counſel, but not of me; and that 

cover with a covering, but not of my ſpirit ; they ſeek 
ſhelter in Egypt, but not ſuch a one as I have directed them 
to ſeek ;, that they may add fin to fin, by truſting to one 
2 alliance after another : That walk, that is, contrive and take 
pains, to go down into Egypt, and have not aſked at 
my mouth ; to ſtrengthen themſelves in the ſtrength of 

3 Pharaoh, and to truſt in the ſhadow of Egypt. There- 
fore ſhall the ſtrength of Pharaoh be your ſhame, and 

4 the truſt in the ſhadow of Egypt [your] confuſion, For 
his princes were at Zoan, and his ambaſſadors came to 
Hanes; the ambaſſadors of Iſrael met thoſe of Egypt there; 
they had a congreſs to n the terms of the alliance: but 

5 They were all aſhamed of a people [that] could not profit 
them, nor be an help nor profit, but be a ſhame, and 

6 alſo a reproach, they were ſo weak ar ſo treacherous. The 
burden of the beaſts of the ſouth; into the land of 
trouble and anguiſh, from whence [come] the young 
and old lion, the viper and fiery flying ſerpent, they 
will carry their riches upon the ſhoulders of young aſſes, 
and their treaſures upon the bunches of camels, to a 
people [that] ſhall not profit [them;] the I/raelites will 
ſend their wealth on aſſes and camels, as a ſubſidy, or to bribe 
Pharaos miniſters and courtiers, thro that r 

7 which lies between them. For the Egyptians ſhall help 
in vain, and to no purpoſe : therefore have I cried con- 
cerning this, and publiſhed it aloud, that Their ſtrength 
[is] to fit ſtill, in the uſe of regular means, and a humble, 

8 quiet dependance upon God, who alone can help them, Now 
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go, write it before them in a table, and note it in a 
book, that it may be for the time to come for ever and 
ever; publiſh it, and let it be recorded, as a warning to 

9 future ages: That this [is] a rebellious people, lying 
children, children [that] will not hear the law of the 
10 Log D: Which ſay to the ſeers, See not; and to the 
prophets, Propheſy not unto us right things; is is the 

' true meaning and intent of what they ſay, while perſecuting 
and bantering the true prophets and encouraging the falſe 
ones, ſpeak unto us ſmooth things, propheſy deceits; 
preach only that which may gratify our bumours and our 

11 /uſts: Get you out of the way, turn afide out of the 
path, cauſe the Holy One of Ifrael to ceaſe from before 
us; do not ſtop us in our finful ways; do not preach up ſuch 
ſtriftneſs ; do not mention the Holy One of Iſrael, (with 
which the prophets uſually introduced their reproofs and 
12 warnings; ) we are weary of hearing ſo much of it. Where- 
fore thus ſaith the Holy One of Iſrael, whoſe name you 

do not like to hear, Becauſe ye deſpiſe this word, and 
truſt in oppreſſion and perverſeneſs, and ſtay thereon : 

13 Therefore this iniquity ſhall be to you as a breach 
ready to fall, ſwelling out in a high wall, whoſe break- 
ing cometh ſuddenly at an inſtant; your truſt in Egypt 
ſhall be like a bulging wall, that falls ſuddenly and un- 
14 expectedy. And he ſhall break it as the breaking of the 
potter's veſſel that is broken in pieces; he ſhall not 
ſpare: ſo that there ſhall not be found in the burſting 

of it a ſherd to take fire from the hearth, or to take 
water [withal] out of the pit ; there ſhall not be a piece 
big enough for any common uſe; this your confidence in Egypt, 

15 and yourſelves thereby, ſhall be ſhattered to pieces. For 
thus ſaith the Lord Gop, the Holy One of Iſrael; In 
returning and reſt ſhall ye be ſaved; in quietneſs and in 
confidence ſhall be your ſtrength; in returning to God 
and your duty, and an humble confidence in his power, pro- 
vidence, and promiſes, ye ſhall find ſtrength and ſalvation : 

16 and ye would not. But ye ſaid, No; for we will flee 
upon horſes; therefore ſhall ye flee: and, We will ride 
upon the ſwift; we will hire horſes from Egypt to attack 
our enemies; therefore ſhall they that purſue you be 

S 4 | ſwift. 
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ſwift, One thouſand [ſhall flee] at the rebuke of one; at 
the rebuke of five ſhall ye flee: till ye be left as a beacon 
upon the top of a mountain, and as an enfign on an 
hill; one of your enemies ſhall chaſe a thouſand, and your 
zohole army ſhall flee before five, till ſo few are left that you 
ſhall ſtand alone, like a beacon on the top of a hill. 

And therefore, or nevertheleſs, will the Loxp wait, 
that he may be gracions unto you, vi 2 patience 
toward you, and therefore will he be exalted, that he 
may have mercy upon you, and exalt his power and glory 
in humbling and reforming you; for the Loxp is] a God 
of judgment: bleſſed [are] all they that wait for him. 
For the people ſhall dwell in Zion at Jeruſalem ; or the 
people of Zion ſhall dwell ot Jeruſalem; continue there in 
ſafety, notwithſtanding Sennacherib's attempts, and alſo 
afterwards return out of Babylon thither again : thou ſhalt 
weep no more: he will be very gracious unto thee at 
the voice of thy cry; when he ſhall hear it, he will 
anſwer thee ; happy times ſhall ſucceed the defeat of the 
Aſfyrians by Hezekiats reformation. And [though] the 
Lox give you the bread of adverſity, and the water of 
affliction, yet ſhall not thy teachers be removed into a 
corner any more, but thine eyes ſhall ſee thy teachers ; 
tho* other afflictions may come, or ſome be continued, yet the 
prieſts ſhall come again to Feruſalem, (which they could not 
during the ſiege) and you ſhall have prophets and know how 
to value them: And thine ears ſhall hear a word behind 
thee, he admonitions of ſome faithful friend, the diftates of 
conſcience, or the influence of the ſpirit, ſaying, This [is] 
the way, walk ye in it, when ye turn to the right hand, 
and when ye turn to the left. Ye ſhall defile alſo the 
covering of thy graven images of ſilver, and the orna- 
ment of thy molten images of gold; you ſhall be reſolved 
againſt ſin and deſtroy the moſt valuable remains of idolatry, 
the robes and ornaments of your images, and the coſtly tents 
that were about them: thou ſhalt caſt them away as a 
menſtruous cloth, or polluted garment ; thou ſhalt ſay 
unto it, with an holy indignation, Get thee hence. Then 


ſhall he give the rain of thy ſeed, or rain in ſeed- lime, 


that thou ſhalt ſow thy ground withal; and bread of the 
| | | increaſe 


ISAIAH, XXX. 265 


at inereaſe of the earth, and it ſhall be fat and plenteous; 
on the fruits of the earth ſhall be brought forth in great abuu- 
an dance: in that day ſhall thy cattle feed in large paſtures. 
"ur 24 The oxen likewiſe and the young afles that ear, or vill 
ou the ground, ſhall eat clean provender, which hath been 
winnowed with the ſhovel and with the fan; there ſpall 
it, be ſuch plenty that the cattle ſhall eat dreſſed corn, not corn in 
we 25 the fraw. And there ſhall be upon every high moun- 
he | tain, and upon every high hill, rivers [and] ſtreams of 
Try waters in the day of the great ſlaughter, when the 
od towers fall, which the Aſſyrians had raiſed againſt Feruſa- 
m. 26 Jem. Moreover the light of the moon ſhall be as the 
the light of the ſun, and the light of the ſun ſhall be ſeven- 
in fold, as the light of ſeven days, in the day that the 
% Lox bindeth up the breach of his people, and healeth 
Ut the ſtroke of their wound; every thing /hall put on a more 
at cheerful face than before, when God pardons their fins and 
ill removes the puniſhment of them.—T hen follows a prophecy | 
he of the deſtruction of the Aſſyrians. | | 
he 27 Behold, the name of the Lory, which the Aſſyrians have 
of blaſphemed by repreſenting him like the gods of the heathen, 
2 cometh from far, burning [with] anger, and the burden 
; [thereof is] heavy ! his lips are full of indignation, and 
2 28 his tongue as a devouring fire: And his breath as an 
at overflowing ſtream, ſhall reach to the midſt of the neck, 
70 like a great flood which ſhall deſtroy the whole army, and 
d reach even to the king, he alone ſhall eſcape, to ſift the na- 
of tions with the ſieve of vanity: and [there ſhall be] a 
] bridle in the jaws of the people, cauſing [them] to 
|, err; their allies ſhall be diſperſed, they ſhall run upon their 
e 29 own deſtruftion, and all their deſigns be diſappointed. Ye | 
b ſhall have a ſong, as in the night [when] a holy ſolem- | 
1 nity is kept; like that in the evening toben the ſolemn feaſts | 


* 
— 


begin: and gladneſs of heart, as when one goeth with a | 
pipe to come into the mountain of the Loxp, to the 
mighty One of Iſrael; referring to the hymns after the 
paſſover when they went up to the houſe of the Lord, and 
particularly when they brought. the firſt fruits; ſo ſhall you 
30 regoice in the deſtruction of the Aſſyrians. And the Lory 
ſhall cauſe his glorious voice to be heard, and ſhall ſhow 
| the 
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the lighting down of his arm, with the indignation of 
[his] anger, and [with] the flame of a devouring fire, 
[with] 1 and tempeſt, and hailſtones; it ſhall 
be done immediately by the hand of God, and probably was 
31 done in the manner here deſcribed, For through the voice 
of the Lord ſhall the Aſſyrian be beaten down, [which] 
32 ſmote with a rod. And [in] every place where the 
grounded ſtaff, or terrible firoke, ſhall paſs, which the 
' Lorp ſhall lay upon him, [it] ſhall be with tabrets and 
harps: and in battles of ſhaking will he fight with it; 
» they have been a rod to Iſrael, but they ſhall be deſtroyed 
with a ſtrong conquering ſtaff, and every place where they 
33 fall ſhall be full of joy and gladneſs.* For Tophet (a val- 
ley near Jeruſalem, where they uſed to offer their children to 
Molech, and which Fezekigh had lately cleanſed) [is] or- 
dained of old; yea, for the king it is prepared; hat 
is, for the glory and ſtrength of the king of Aſſyria ;, he hath 
made it] deep [and] N the pile thereof [is] fire 
and much wood ; the breath of the Lokd, like a ſtream 

of brimſtone, doth kindle it.“ 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. E ſee here the vanity and guilt of creature depen- 
dance, and the neceſſity of truſting in God in 
times of danger. What pains and expenſe were the Iſrael- 
ites at to engage the aſſiſtance of Egypt! but it ended in 
their ſhame and diſappointment. Thus men try one crea- 
ture after another, in which they hope to find ſatisfaction 
and happineſs; but they only add fin to fin, and trouble to 
trouble. Let us take a wiſer courſe, and make God our re- 
fuge ; return to him in the way of duty; labour to compoſe 
every tumultuous paſſion and anxious fear; avoiding every 
finful method to help ourſelves, and ſeeking direction and 
help from the Lord of hoſts. Thus will our ſtrength be 
SAT | increaſed, 
Probably they made a proceſſion with muſical inſtruments and 
ſongs of praiſe to the Aſſyrian camp, as ſeeing it would enhance 
the joy and wonder of the people 2 their deliverance. 


„ Thereabouts the Aſſyrians were probably deſtroyed and their 
carcaſes burned in that valley, | 
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increaſed, our peace rendered ſecure, and we ſhall never be 
aſhamed of our hape. 

2. God's holineſs is the great terror of finners. The 
thought is too weighty, and the expreſſion too ſerious, for 
men that chooſe to go on in their fin; for, if he be a holy 
Being, he muſt hate and puniſh thoſe that are unholy. 
Hence they love thoſe miniſters that propheſy ſmooth things, 
that deal in generals, and give their conſciences no alarm, 
But thoſe that ſhow them the evil of fin, preach ſearching 
ſermons, and reprove their vices, they diſlike, Yet faith- 
ful miniſters muſt and will tell ſinners, whether they like it 
or not, that God is an holy Being, of purer eyes than to behold 
iniquity , and that without holineſs no man EY the Lord. It 
is better that they ſhould be rouſed and diſpleaſed, than 
that they ſhould be condemned for impenitence, and their 
miniſters for unfaithfulneſs. | 

3. See what a bleſſing the means of grace are, and how 
highly they ſhould be valued. God promiſes his people 
that tho* they ſhould be afflited, reduced to famine and 
ſtraits, yet they ſhould have their teachers continued; and thoſe 
who know the value of the word, its inſtructions, warnings, 
and counſels, will look upon this as a great favour, ſuf- 
ficient to ſweeten the bread of adverſity z tho? it is to be 
feared that many had rather be without teachers and means 
of grace, than loſe their ſubſtance, or be in ſtraits. It is a 
bleſſing to have faithful friends, to admoniſh us, a tender 
conſcience, that will check us when doing evil, and the 
ſpirit of God, to impreſs the de of the word and the 
convictions of conſcience. We are all in danger of miſtak- 
ing our way; of turning to the right hand or to the left; 
of going into one error or another; let us therefore rever- 
ence the word of God, eſteem his faithful miniſters in love, 
and attend to that friendly admonition, from whomſoever 
it comes, This is the way, walk ye in it. | 

4. With what joy ſhould we celebrate our ſpiritual de. 
liverances | The Iſraelites went with gladneſs and ſongs to 
celebrate their reſcue from the Aſſyrians; and have we not 
much greater reaſon, with gladneſs of heart, to celebrate in 
the houſe of the Lord our deliverance from ſatan, fin, and 
death z thoſe enemies of our ſouls and their eternal welfare ? 


Let 
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Let us rejoice in it, and give God the glory of it; but 
rejoice with trembling, leſt our enemies ſhould gain the 
dominion over us, and drive us down to hell; of which 
Tophet was but a faint image, tho' our Lord chooſes by it 
to deſcribe the horrors of the infernal world, even that lake, 
which burn'th with fire and brimſtone; where the worm dieth 
not, and the fire is not quenched, 


» 


—— ch — 


CHAP. XXXI, XXXII. 


This prophecy is ' a continuance of the former. The firſt part 
of the thirty ſecond chapter ſeems to refer to the beginning of 
Hezekiah's reign, from the ninth to the fifteenth verſe, to the 
troubles in the middle of it; and the concluſion, to the proſ- 
perity of the latter end. | 


( 1 \ OE to them that go down to Egypt for help; 
\ \ and ſtay on horſes, and truſt in chariots, be- 

cauſe [they are] many; and in horſemen, becauſe they 

re very ſtrong; but they look not unto the Holy One 

2 of Iſrael, neither ſeek the Loxv! Yet he alſo [is] wiſe, 

and will bring evil, and will not call back his words: but 

will ariſe againſt the houſe of the evil doers, and againſt 

| the help of them that work iniquity : a ſevere irony; as 
if he had ſaid, You boaſt of the wiſdom of your politicks, but 
Gad has ſome wiſdom, and is as able to help as they, there- 

fore to ſhow your folly be will puniſh you for your evil doings, 

3 and the Egyptians your helpers for their iniquity. Now the 
Egyptians [are] men, and not God; and their horſes 

el, and not ſpirit; - they have no more ſtrength and 


fwiftneſs than common creatures, and are liable to be fright- 
I ed, wounded, and deſtroyed : when the Logp ſhall 
8 ſtretch out his hand, both he that helpeth ſhall fall, 
and he that is holpen ſhall fall down, and they all ſhall 

4 fail together; but God is a ſurer defence. For thus hath 

the I. ono ſpoken unto me, Like as the lion and the 

young lion roaring on his prey, when a multitude of 

ſhepherds is called forth againſt him, [he] will not be 

afraid of their voice, nor abaſe himſelf for the _ of 

| em: 
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them: ſo ſhall the Loxp of hoſts come down to fight 
for mount Zion, and for the hill thereof; all the noiſe 
of the Aſſyrian army is no more to him than a parcel of ſhep- 
herds ſhouting againſt a lion, whom they dare not go near, 
he minds it not, neither looſes his prey, nor carries it off with 

5 greater ſpeed. As birds flying ſpeedily to their neſts to ſe- 
cure their young, or to drive away an enemy, ſo will the 
LokDp of hoſts defend Jeruſalem ; defending alſo he will 
deliver it; and] paſſing over he will preſerve [it.] I. 
is the ſame word as is uſed for paſſing over the Ijraelites' 
houſes in Egypt, and has reference to their former deliver- 
ance ; Feruſalem ſhall firſt be reformed, and then ſaved. 

6 Turn ye unto [him from] whom the children of Iſ- 

7 rael have deeply revolted, For in that day every man 
ſhall caſt away his idols of filver, and his idols of gold, 
which your own hands have made unto you [for] a ſin; 
tio they were the work of your own hands, the material; 
valuable, and you had worſhipped them, yet being the occa- 
fron of ſin you ſhall caſt them away. 

$ Then ſhall the Aſſyrian fall with the ſword, not of a 
mighty man, who ſinites openly; and the ſword, not of a 
mean man, who ſmites ſecretly, ſhall devour him: but 
he ſhall flee from the ſword of the angel, and his young 

g men, or choice ones, ſhall be diſcomfited. - And he, hat 
is, the king, ſhall paſs over to his ſtrong hold for fear, 
and his princes ſhall be afraid of the enſign, which the 
angel ſhall wave over them as a mark of God's care of 
Jeruſalem, or rather of any party of the jews, however in- 
conſiderable, ſaith the Loxb, whoſe fire, or altar, [is] in 
Zion, and his furnace in Jeruſalem ; where God is daily 
worſhipped, and from whence fire ſhall come forth to deſtroy 
his enemies. 

t Car. XXXII. Behold, a king ſhall reign in righ- 

2 teouſneſs, and princes ſhall rule in judgment. And a 


man ſhall be as an hiding place from the wind, and a 


covert from the tempeſt; as rivers of water in a dry 
place, as the ſhadow of a great rock in a weary land ; 


referring to the protection, repoſe, and happineſs they ſhould 


enjoy in Hezekiah's reign, after the troubles in the reign of ' 


3 his predeceſſors, And the eyes of them that ſee ſhall not 
| be 
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be dim, and the ears of them that hear ſhall hearken; 
the prophets ſhall deliver their meſſage clearly and faithfully, 
4 and the people attend to, underſtand, and obey it. The heart 
alſo of the raſh, the haſty and thoughtleſs, ſhall under- 
ſtand knowledge, and the tongue of the ſtammerers 
ſhall be ready to ſpeak plainly; rude and illiterate people 
ſhall underſtand divine things, and ſpeak readily concerni 
5 them. The vile perſon ſhall be no more called liberal, 
nor the churl ſaid to be] bountiful, or honourable ; a 
good judgment ſhall be formed of men; worthy, valuable per- 
fons ſhall be promoted, and others diſcountenanced; the reaſon. 
6 of this is given afterwards. For the vile perſon will 
ſpeak villany, and his heart will work iniquity, to 
practiſe hypocriſy, and to utter ertor againſt the Logo, 
to make empty the ſoul of the hungry, and he will 
cauſe the drink of the thirſty to fail; a vile perſon will 
ſhaw his iniquity by his pradice, his profantneſs againſt 
7 God, and his cruelty to man, The inſtruments alſo of the 
churl [are] evil: he deviſeth wicked devices to deſtroy 
the poor with lying words, even when the needy ſpeak- 
eth right; ke will find ſome wicked men to be active in his 
evil defigns, and by ſpecious pretences deſtroy the needy 
8 aufen he has agood cauſe, But the liberal deviſeth liberal 
things; and by liberal things ſhall he ſtand; he will 
aim to do all the good he can, and ſhall be eſtabliſhed in proſ- 
perity and reputation. | | 
9 Riſe up, ye women that are at Eaſe; hear my voice, 
ye careleſs daughters ; give ear unto my ſpeech. The 
women are addreſſed, becauſe grown extremely delicate and 
10 luxurious, and leaſt able to bear public calamities. Many 
days and years, or, as in the margin, many days above a 
year, or whilſt the Aſſyrian invaſion ſhall laſt, ſhall ye be 
troubled, ye careleſs women: for the vintage ſhall fail, 
11 the gathering ſhall not come. Tremble, ye women 
that are at eaſe; be troubled, ye careleſs ones : ſtrip ye 
of your ornaments, and make ye bare, and gird [ſack- 
cloth] upon [your] loins; or, as it may be rendered, upon 
12 your mourning breaſts. They ſhall lament for the teats, 
for the 4 of their cattle and milk, for the pleaſant fields, 


13 for the fruitful vine. Upon the land of my people ſhall 
| | come 
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come up thorns [and] briers; yea, upon all the houſes 
of joy [in] the joyous city; «pon the playbouſes, gaming 
houſes, and taverns; the fenced cities of Fudah ſhall be de- 
ſtroyed and laid waſte, and they ſhall have no heart to follow 
14 their pleaſures even in 1 26 while it is beſieged: Be- 
cauſe the palaces ſhall be forſaken; the multitude of the 
city ſhall be left, or, the city ſhall be forſaken 2 mulli- 
tude; the forts and towers ſhall be for dens for ever, a 
joy of wild aſſes, a paſture of flocks; they ſhall have no 
heart to repair them again, at leaſt it will be à long time 
15 before it can be done; Until the ſpirit be poured upon 
us from on high, til! God ſhall ſend his ſpiritual influence 
to reform us, and the wilderneſs be a fruitful field, and 
the fruitful field be counted for a foreſt ; there ſhall be 
good times after the Aſſyrians are deſtroyed ; the wilderneſs 
ſhall became ſo fruitful, that what was before reckoned fruit- 
ful ſhall appear like a foreſt in compariſon of it ; or it may 
16 only denote à great and wonderful change. Then judg- 
ment ſhall dwell in the wilderneſs, and righteouſneſs 
remain in the fruitful field; righteous judgment ſhall be 
executed among the rich and poor in the city and country, in 
17 the cultivated lands and in, the wilderneſs. And the work 
of righteouſneſs ſhall bg peace; and the effect of righ- . 
— quietneſs and aſſurance for ever; the increaſe of 
righteouſneſs ſhall promote peace, harmony, and all good. 
18 And my people ſhall dwell in a peaceable habitation, 
19 and in ſure dwellings, and in quiet reſting places; When 
it ſhall hail, coming down on the foreſt; and the cit 
ſhall be low in a low place, or, utterly abaſed ; there ſhall 
be no invaſion from foreign enemies, but they ſhall be deſtroyed, 
and their cities laid low ; or it may fegnify, you ſhall be ſbel- 
20 tered from the ſtorm. Bleſſed [are] ye that ſow beſide 
all waters, and ſend forth | thither] the feet of the ox 
and the aſs; you ſhall go out without fear of your enemies, 
to cultivate your land, and enjoy great plenty as well as 
peace, | 
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REFLECTIONS. 


i. T TOW kind is God who invites ſinners to return to 
him, and promifes them protection and happi- 


neſs ] Thoſe perverſe 2 that truſted in Egypt and 


their own politicks, and had affronted the only wiſe and 


powerful God, were invited to return, yea, tho* they had 


deeply revolted. Thus does God till addreſs ſinners, tho 
their backſſidings are great and aggravated, and long con- 
tinued in; yet if they turn to him, he will receive and bleſs 
them. Turn ye, turn ye, why will ye die, O houſe of Iſrael ? 

2. See the happineſs of a good prince, and a righteous 
government. I his was deſigned to encourage Hezekiah in 
his reforming work, to teach the people how to value and 
improve the bleſſings which they enjoyed under him, and 
to give inſtruction to future kings and princes, Let us 
bleſs God that we have a king over us, who, we hope, will 
always rule in righteouſneſs, be a covert to the perſecuted 
and oppreſſed, advance the worthy and virtuous, diſ- 
countenance and frown upon the wicked, and thus ſecure 
the reputation of religion, and promote the publick peace. 
And let us pray that this may be,more and more his charac- 


ter; and the bleſſings here deſcxibed, be the bleſſings of 


his reign. . 
3. It is a good ſign, when men and things are called by 
their proper names; when vile perſons are not called liberal, 
or gentlemen; and curls, men of a ſelfiſh, ſurly diſpoſition, 
{tiled honourable, It is happy for a nation, when only 
good things are called by- good names; when virtue and 


. virtuous men are eſteemed, and held in reputation; when 


men are valued, not by their rank and titles, but by their 
beneficence and uſefulneſs. If difference of character was 
not ſo wretchedly confounded as it is in our common 
language, and there was greater openneſs and plainneſs of 
diſcourſe, it Would tend greatly to the ſupport of righteouſ- 
neſs. Let us then emulate the character of a citigen of Sion, 


in whoſe eyes a vile perſon is contemned, and who hoMfbureth them 
hat fear the Lord. | 


4. Liberality,ys not the way to Nontempt and ruin, for 
Ky 
4 F the 
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the liberal man deviſeth liberal things, and by them ſhall he 
fland, He contrives how he may be able to do good; he 
retrenches ſuperfluities, and faves needleſs expenſes, not 

that he may hoard up wealth, but that he may do the more 
good. He endeavours to be as extenſively beneficent as 
poſlible, and by his charity he ſhall ſtand; his proſperity 
ſhall be increaſed by the bleſſing of heaven; he ſhall be 
eſteemed by men, has peace in his own mind, and obtain 
favour of the Lord; and he that does not think this an 
abundant equivalent for parting with his money, is a vile 
and churliſh perſon. , 

5. We ſee the wiſdom of being religious, v. 17. The 
pious ſhall enjoy peace, undiſturbed by the crofles of the 
world, Religious exerciſes are pleaſant; there 1s great 
ſatis faction in reflecting upon them, and a gracious reward 
awaits them, even everlaſting quietneſs and aſſurance. 
Theſe ineftimable bleſſings are only to be found in the way 
of righteouſneſs; in that way therefore let us walk, and 
never turn aſide from it. 

6. Let us rejoice in the government of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, and the happineſs of his faithful ſubjects, ch. xxxii. 
v. I, &c, Tho' this has a primary reference to Hezekiah, 
yet it has alſo a reference to Chriſt, and the bleſſings of 

his goſpel, as is common in the prophets. He reigns in 
_ righteouſneſs, being himſelf perfectly holy, and his admini- 
ſtration inflexibly juſt, He is a ſhelter and refreſhment to 
his people in every ſtorm. By his goſpel, knowledge, 
holineſs, liberality, peace, and joy are promoted and dif- 
fuſed, Let us ſhow, by the practice of theſe virtues, that 
we have received its influence; and earneſtly pray that the 
ſpirit may be poured forth from on high upon us, our 
churches, and all the world; that. the wilderneſs may be a 
fruitful field, and the earth may become like the paradiſe of 
God above. 


Vol. V. 'S * 
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CHAP: AI. 


This chapter has a r efe erence to the invaſion and deſtruction of 
_ the Aſſyrians, and the happy effets of it to Iſrael. 


I W O E to thee that ſpoileſt, and thou [ waſt] not 
ſpoiled; and dealeſt treacherouſly, and they 

dealt not treacherouſly with thee ! when thou ſhalt ceaſc 
to ſpoil, thou ſhalt be ſpoiled; [and] when thou ſhalt 
make an end to deal treacherouſly, they ſhall deal 
treacherouſly with thee; becauſe thou haſt broken the 
treaty of peace, and endeavoured to fpoil and conquer when 

2 no injury had been received. O Lon, be gracious unto 
us; we have waited for thee; /he prayer of Vfrael in their 
diſtreſs : be thou their arm every morning, the arm of 
Hezekiah and his ſoldiers, our falvation alſo in the time 

3 of trouble. At the noiſe of the tumult the people fled; 
at the lifting up of thyſelf the nations that were allied to 
4 the Aſſyrians were ſcattered, And your ſpoil ſhall be 
gathered [like] the gathering of the caterpiller : as the 
running to and fro of locuſts ſhall he run upon them ; 
that is, the Iſraelites ſhall gather the ſpoil, as eaſily as 

5 locuſts or caterpillers devour a field or a tree. The Lok 
is exalted ; {a8 he dwelleth on high : he hath filled 
Zion with judgment and righteouſneſs ; he diſplays his 

6 power, and the effect of it ſhall be reformation, And wil- 
dom and knowledge ſhall be the ſtability of thy times, 
[and] ftrength of ſalvation; piety and prudence ſhall 
eſtabliſh Hezekiah's throne: the fear of the Logo [is] his 
treaſure; the worſhip of God, and promoting piety in 
others, ſhall be à better ſecurity than treaſures or forces. 
7 Behold, their valiant ones ſhall cry without; ey ſhall 
be diſheartened, and think it in vain to Pee: the am- 
baſſadors of peace, that ſhall be ſent by Hezekiah to treat 
for peace, ſhall weep bitterly, becauſe the Aſſyrians will 
8 be ſo unggaſonable, proud, and inſolent. The highways lie 
ate, e wayfaring man ceaſeth: he hath broken the 
_ Covenant, he hath deſpiſed the cities, hegegardeth no 
man; Sennacherib will not ſtand to his is he will 


9 deſpiſe Nie fenced cities, and have no compaſſion. The 
== | 4 earth, 
I | 
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earth, or the land, mourneth [and] languiſheth : Le- 
banon is aſhamed [and] hewn down: Sharon is like a 
wilderneſs; and Baſhan and Carmel ſhake off [their 
fruits;] the fruitful parts will be laid waſte, and her ſub- 
10 ftance plundered. Now will I riſe, faith the Loxp; now 
will I be exalted; now, when things are at the worſt, and 
11 the caſe ſhall ſeem deſperate, will J lift up myſelf. Ye 
8 ſhall conceive chaff, ye ſhall bring forth ſtub. 
ble: your breath, or anger againſt Iſrael, [as] fire, Thall 
12 devour you. And the people, the Aſyrians, notwith- 
ſtanding their great expectations, ſhall be [as] the burn- 
ings of lime: [as] thorns cut up ſhall they be burned 
in the fire; they ſhall meet with entire deſtruftion, like 
tones burned to lime, or thorns that are utterly conſumed. 
13 Hear, ye [that are] far off, what I have done; and 
14 ye [that are] near, acknowledge my might. The fin- 
ners in Zion are afraid ; fearfulneſs hath ſurprized the 
hypocrites, who ſcorn the law of God and the threatenings 
of the prophet ;, tho they keep up the appearance of religion, 
when they think the Aſſyrians will deſtroy Jeruſalem, they 
ſhall be terribly afraid. Who among us ſhall dwell with 
the devouring fire? who among us ſhall dwell with 
everlaſting burnings? they will own how awful God is, 
and how dreadful when he comes to puniſh. On the other 
15 hand, good men ſhall be calm and fecure : He that walk- 
eth righteouſly, and ſpeaketh uprightly ; he that de- 
ſpiſeth the gain of oppreſſions, who thinks it beneath him, 
that ſhaketh his hands from holding of bribes, ven 
put into his hand ſecretly, that ſtoppeth his ears from 
hearing of blood, will not hear any ſcheme tending to ſhed 
blood, or to gratify revenge, and ſhutteth his eyes from 
ſeeing evil, will not willingly ſee evil committed, but has a 
16 great averfion to it; He ſhall dwell on high: his place 
of defence [ſhall be] the munitions of rocks: bread 
ſhall be given him; his waters [ſhall be] ſure; he /ball 
be defended and ſupplied during the extremity of the ſiege. 
17 Thine eyes ſhall ſee the king in his beauty, hat is, 
Hezekiahy having put off his ſackcloth and appearing in his 
royal robes with a pleaſant aſpef : they ſhallkbehold the 
land that is very far off; the people z0ho had been ſhut up 
| 933 T 2 * I during 
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18 


during the ſiege ſhall travel abroad, which after their conſi ne- 
ment would be peculiarly pleaſant. T hine heart ſhall medi- 
tate terror; review its former fears and its triumph over the 
Aſſyrians. Where [is] the ſcribe? where [is] the re- 


. ceiver ? where [1s] he that counted the towers? where 


19 


20 


is the ſecretary of war, the paymaſter, the chief engineer ? © 
Thou ſhalt not ſee a fierce people, a people of deeper 
ſpeech than thou canſt perceive; of a ſtammering 
tongue, [that thou canſt] not underſtand ; hat is, the 
Aſjyrians, who had a deep, harſh language, carrying terror 
with it, Look upon Zion, the city * ſolemnities: 
thine eyes ſhall ſee Jeruſalem a quiet habitation, a 
tabernacle [that] ſhall not be taken down; not one of 


the ſtakes thereof ſhall ever be removed, neither ſhall 


22 


23 


24 


any of the cords thereof be broken; an alluſion to a 
tent, no part of which ſhould be damaged by the enemy. But 
there the glorious Logp [will be] unto us a place of 
broad rivers [and] ſtreams; wherein ſhall go no galley 
with oars, neither ſhall gallant ſhip paſs thereby; ho? 
there is no river about Feruſalem, only a little brook, God 
will be as a broad river to it, over which no ſhip ſhall paſs 


to hurt or deſtroy it. For the Loxp [is] our judge, the 


Loxp [is] our lawgiver, the Loxp [is] our king; he 
will fave us; God's relation to Iſrael will engage him to 
protect it. Thy tacklings are looſed; they could not 
well ſtrengthen their maſt, they could not ſpread the 
ſail; the Aſſyrian force, when attempting to paſs the broad 
river, mentioned v. 21, ſhall be ſhipwrecked : then is the 
prey of a great ſpoil divided ; the lame take the prey ; 
it ſhall be ſo abundant, that thoſe who can neither fight nor 
purſue ſhall haye a part. And the inhabitant ſhall not 
ſay, I am fick : the people that dwell therein [ſhall be] 
forgiven [their] iniquity ; they ſhall farget their ſickneſs, 


for joy of this great deliverance, which mull be a comforta- 


ble token that their fins are forgiven them. 
. uM | 

REFLECT- 

© The apgftle Paul a plies this to- the ſucceſs of the goſpel 


Over 


heatheF powers and philoſophy. 1 Cor. i. 20. 


* 
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REFLECTIONS 
I. W E are here ſhown the moſt effectual way to ſe- 


cure national deliverance and happineſs, namely, 
to continue inſtant in prayer, v. 2. Let us intreat that all our 
actions and affairs may be governed by juſtice; that we 
may be faithful to our treaties; and that particular perſons 
may act uprightly, ſupport religion, and cheriſh the fear 
of the Lord. This is our beſt treaſure, and will do more 
to defend us than all our forces, 

2. We are taught not to deſpair when in the deepeſt 
diſtreſs, Jeruſalem never was in ſo much danger. Its in- 
habitants were never ſo much terrified as at this time, v. 7, $, 
Behold, their valiant ones ſhall cry without: the ambaſſadors of 
peace. ſhall weep bitterly. The highways lie waſte, the wayfaring 
man ceaſeth : he hath broken the covenant, bd hath deſpiſed the 
cities, he regardeth no man. Now will J ariſe, ſaith the Lord; 
now will I be exalted. He ſeemed, before to have been an un- 
concerned ſpectator; but then it was time to ariſe, and act 
Yigoroully > them. God thus ſometimes ſuffers his people 
to be brought into the loweſt diſtreſs, that he may make his 
appearance more conſpicuous, their deliverance more valued, 
and better improved. Let us therefore truſt him in the 
greateſt danger, and in the mount of difficulty the Lord will be 
een. 

3. The difference between bad and good men in times of 
affliction and calamity, is ſeen, v. 14, 13. There were 
hypocrites in Zion, and thoſe of the worſt fort. When 
they expected the city to be taken, plundered, and burn- 
ed; tho' they made a jeſt of the threatening before, and 
were ſecure and careleſs, yet now they were ſtruck with 
fear, and ſunk iſſto deſpair. Thus cowardly and uneaſy 
does guilt make men. And no wonder if it affects the hypo- 
cites under the goſpel in this manner, when they think of 
thoſe devouring flames and everlaſting burnings, which 
are threatened againſt all the workers 7 iniquity. On the 
other hand, the good man, who fears God, gives all their 
due, and abhors every unjuſt, diſhonourable, and mean 
* ſafe, courageous, and happy: God will protect 

| * SY him 
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him, and provide for him; and he will have a cheerful 
hope in the deepeſt diſtreſs. He will have no cauſe to com- 
plain of leſſer evils when the greateſt is removed, nor fink 
under the burden of ſickneſs, when the burden of guilt is 
taken away. Such ſhall walk in the light of God's countenance 
here, and at length ſee the King of Kings in all the beau- 
ties of the heavenly land. 

4. Let us rejoice in God's care of the church amidf all 
its dangers and alarms. It is indeed defirable to have he 
City of our ſolemnities a quiet habitation, and God can make it 
ſo. It needs no river to keep off invading foes, no force 
to repel them; his almighty power is ſufficient, Let us 
think what he did for Iſrael, what he has done for his 
church, yea, for our own land, Let us review our fears, 
v. 18. and give glory to God for our national proſperity, 
ſucceſs, and peace; and be careful to behave toward him, 
as thoſe who know that the Lord is our judge, the Lord is 
our lawgiver, the Lord is our king: he will ſave us. Let us 
commit our cauſe to him, and obſerve his law; then we 
may cheerfully truſt in his protection, and be aſſured that 
he will bleſs us. 4 


—_ 
— — 


CH A P. XXXIV. 


Some refer this chapter to the deſtruction brought upon the nations 
which bordered upon Iſrael, by the Aſſyrians and Babylonians : 
but I rather think it has a general reference to the dęſtruction 
of all that oppoſed the kingdom and intereſt of God among men. 


1 FAOME. near, ye nations, to hear; and hearken, 
| is ye people: let the earth hear, and all that is 
therein the world, and all things tha come forth of it. 

2 For the indignation of the Logp [is upon all nations, 
and [his] fury upon all their armies : he hath utterly 
deſtroyed them, he hath delivered them to the ſlaugh- 

3 ter, Their lain alſo ſhall be caſt out, hey ſhall find no 
' burial, and their ſtink ſhall come up out of their car- 
caſes, and the mountains about Jeruſalem ſhall be melted 
with their blood; it ſpall be ſhed in ſuch quantities that it 

Ve Fl ge 
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4 ſhall run down like ſprings from the mountains. And all the 
' hoſt of heaven ſhall be diſſolved, and the heavens ſhall 
be rolled together as a ſcroll : and all their hoſt ſhall fall 
down, as the leaf falleth off from the vine, and as a 
falling [fig] from the fig tree; hyperbolical expreſſions, 

5 denoting great deſolation and confuſion. For my ſword 
ſhall be bathed in heaven : behold, it ſhall come down 
upon Idumea, and upon the people of my curſe, to 

6 judgment.“ The ſword of the Logp is filled with 
blood, it is made fat with fatneſs, you with the blood 

of lambs and goats, with the fat of the kidneys of rams : 
for the Loxp hath a ſacrifice in Bozrah, and a great 

7 ſlaughter in the land of Idumea. And the unicorns 
ſhall come down with them, and the bullocks with the 
bulls, and their land ſhall be ſoaked with blood, and 
their duſt made fat with fatneſs; Both the greateſt and the 

8 meaneſt ſhall be alike deſtroyed. For [it is] the day of the 
Loxp's vengeance, [and] the year of recompenſes for the 

9 controverſy of Zion. And the ſtreams thereof ſhall be 
turned into pitch, and the duſt thereof into brimſtone, 
and the land thereof ſhall become burning pitch; an 
10 alluſion to the deſtruction of Sodom and Gomorrah. It ſhall 
not be quenched night nor day; the ſmoke thereof, 4 
black, ſulphureous vapour, ſhall go up for ever: from 
generation to generation it ſhall lie waſte; none ſhall 

11 paſs through it for ever and ever. But the cormorant 
and the bittern ſhall poſſeſs it; the owl alſo and the 
raven ſhall dwell in it: and he ſhall ſtretch out upon it 
the line of confuſion, and the ſtones, or plummet, of 

12 emptineſs ; he will deal with them in ftrift juſtice. They 
ſhall call the nobles thereof to it in managing the affairs 

of the kingdom, but none | thall be] there, and all her 
princes ſnall be nothing; they ſhall have no heart or ſpirit 

13 left. Ard thorns ſhall come up in her palaces, nettles and 
brambles in the fortreſſes thercof: and it ſhall be an 

T 4 habitation 

Probably the antients uſed to bathe their ſword in ſome 
Preparation which made them hard enough to take Fa edge; 
thus God's ſword is repreſented as bathed in heaven, in celeſtial 
fire, that it might ſtrike like lightning. Idumeay Ll the Edom- 


ites, here, as in many other places, is put for” alf the enemies 
of God's church and people in general. 


* 
* 
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14 habitation of dragons, [and] a court for owls. The 
wild beaſts of the deſert ſhall alſo meet with the wild 
beaſts of the iſland, and the ſatyr ſhall cry to his fellow; 
the ſcreech owl alſo ſhall reſt there, and find for herſelf 

15 a place of reſt, There ſhall the great owl make her 
neſt, and lay, and hatch, and gather under her ſhadow: 
there ſhall the vultures alſo be gathered, every one 
with her mate; creatures that love deſolate places, whether 
ſandy or marſhy, ſhall meet together, and breed there; inti- 
mating that the deſolation ſhall be lang continued. 

16 Seek ye out of the book of the Loxp, and read; let 
the prophecy be compared with the event, to ſhow that not 
one of theſe diſmal creatures ſhall be wanting; no one of 

theſe ſhall fail, none ſhall want her mate: for my 
mouth it hath commanded, and his ſpirit it hath ga- 
_ thered them; God hath ſo ordered it, and brought them to- 

17 gether by the inſlinfts he hath given them. And he hath 
caſt the lot for them, and his hand hath divided it unto 
them by line; theſe creatures ſhall have the land divided 
among them as if it was done by lot: they ſhall poſſeſs it 
for ever, from generation to generation ſhall they dwell 
therein, N | 


| * 
nne 


E may reflect with pleaſure on the righteouſneſs 

of God, when his judgments are abread in the 
earth, This dreadful hyperbolical deſcription is anſwered 
by the deſolations that war often makes in cities and coun- 
tries ; but let us rejoice that infinite wiſdom and righteouſ- 
neſs preſide over theſe affairs. God's ſword is the {word of 
Juſtice, and cometh for judgment, v. 3. Deſolation doth not 
proceed at random, but in ſtrict equity; by line and plummet; 
it works as regularly as cities are built, and countries 
planted: even the wild beaſts and birds have their ſhare, as 
if divided by lot. Let this comfort our minds amidſt the 
confuſigns of the earth ; and lead us to adore the righteoul- 


= 


neſs of the Lord, ho js holy in all his ways. 

2. How beautiful is it to obſegye the correſpondence be- 

med hir and prophecy, v. 16. The book of the 

* | prophets 
 "E 


* 


1. 


ISAI AW. 281 


prophets is he book of the Lord, inſpired by the Holy Ghoſt, 
It is our duty to read it, to ſeek and ſearch it out. Where 
we have light from antient hiſtory, we ſhall ſee the prophe- 
cies exactly fulfilled ; and where we have not hiſtory, we 
have reaſon to conclude that they were fulfilled, or will be 
ſo. The deſolations which have been made, particularly by 
the Turks, upon the countries ſurrounding the holy land, 
the ruins of Babylon, Nineveh, and other great and popu- 
lous cities in thoſe parts, ſhow that God's counſel ſhall ſtand, 
and that his words ſhall not fall to the ground. 


CH A P. . XXXV. 


This chapter refers to the goſpel, and the glorious change it ſhould 
make in the ſtate of the world. 


I H E wilderneſs and the ſolitary place ſhall be 

glad for them, for the deſtruction of the enemy; 

2 and the deſert ſhall rejoice, and bloſſom as the roſe. It 

* {ſhall bloſſom abundantly, and rejoice even with joy and 

ſinging : the glory of Lebanon ſhall be given ungp it, 

the excellency of Carmel and Sharon, they ſhall & the 

glory of the Loxp, [and] the excellency of our God 

that is, ſpiritual bleſſings, deſcribed under theſe emblems, 

3 ſhall abound, Strengthen ye the weak hands, and con- 

4 firm the feeble knees. Say to them {that are] of a 

fearful heart, Be ſtrong, 2. not; an addreſs to the 

apoſtles and miniſters of Chrift : behold, your God will 

come [with] vengeance, [even] God [with] a recom- 

penſe; he will come and fave you, Then the eyes of 

the blind ſhall be opened, and the ears of the deaf ſhall | 

be unſtopped, which was literally done by Chriſt and his 

6 apoſtles. Then ſhall the lame [man] leap as an hart, 

and the tongue of the dumb fing : for in the wilderneſs | 

7 ſhall waters break out, and ſtreams in the deſert. And | | 

the parched ground ſhail become a pool, and the thirſty | 

land ſings of water: in the habitation of dragons, + * % 4 | 
* 


where each lay, [ſhall he] graſs with reeds and ruſhes; 
ſandy places ſhall becomt"guod palinng ; referring to KL 
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fluence of Chriſt's doctrine and ſpirit upon the world, and 

eſpecially to the change that ſhould take place in the gentile 

8 nations, And an highway, or cauſeway, ſhall be there, 

and a way, and it ſhall be called, The way of holineſs; 

the unclean ſhall not paſs over it ; but it [ſhall be] for 

thoſe ; or, God ſhall be with them, ſhall be their guide and 

companion in the way; therefore the wayfaring men, 

9 though fools, ſhall not err [therein.] No lion ſhall be 

there, nor [any] ravenous beaſt ſhall go up thereon, it 

ſhall not be found there; all their ſpiritual enemies ſhall be 

10 vanguiſhed ; but the redeemed ſhall walk there: ] And 

| the ranſomed of the Logp ſhall return, and come to 

Zion with ſongs, all ſhall terminate in heaven, and ever- 

laſting joy upon their heads; as garlands of flowers were 

worn at feaſts, ſo ſhall they wear a crown of glory: they 

3 ſhall obtain joy and gladneſs, and ſorrow and ſighing 
ſhall flee away. 


REFLECTIONS. 


I, E T us rejoice in the happineſs of Chrift's king- 
| L dom, and the glory of the goſpel. It has the 
| + brighteſt glories of the Moſaick diſpenſatjpn, and ſome 

which are unſpeakably greater and nobler.. The mira. 
cles of Chriſt confirmed his doctrine, and were emblems 
of the effects of it upon the mind; the eyes the under- 
IF ſtanding were enlightened, ignorant heathens were brought 
to know God, and Chriſt, and religion; obſtinate wills were 
ſubdued; idolatry, ſlavery, polygamy, and other vices 
1 and miſeries were baniſhed, as far as that prevailed, and 
| | the ſpiritual enemies of men conquered. The 973 ny 


- 


* 
* 3 


change it made in the ſtate of the moral world is but im- 
* perfectly repreſented by theſe figures; but they ought to 
excite our thankfulneſs that we are favoured with this glo- 
rious diſpenſation, and that it hath already contributed ſo 
much to the happineſs of mankind. | 
2. The view here given us of the way of religion, ſhould 
engage us o walk in it, It is the way of holifltſs, of uni- 
verſal re&itudegpdrity, and gggdneſs; a ſafe, plain, and 


| Mo way; thereſdis no difficulty in finding it, no danger 
| 2 
4 


» 4 


n 
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in walking in it. We meet there with the beſt company, 
and have God for our guardian and guide, our companion 
and friend. In this way then let us walk, and proceed therein 
' with vigour and cheerfulneſs; ſtrengthen our own and 
others? feeble knees, and encourage one another's hearts. 
This delightful road will at length bring us to the heavenly 
Zion, where ſorrow and ſighing, where fin, corruptions, 
and enemies ſhall be no more; but pon dur heads Hall be 
everlaſting joy, and in our mouths everlaſting ſongs. 


H A P. XXXVI, XXXVII.* 


C 
I OW it came to paſs in the fourteenth year of 
N king Hezekiah, [that] Sennacherib king of 
Aſſyria came up againſt all the defenced cities of Judah, 
2 and took them. And the king of Aſſyria ſent Rab. 
ſhakeh from Lachiſh to Jeruſalem unto king Hezekiah 
with a great army. And he ftood by the conduit of 
the upper pool in the highway of the fuller's field, 
3 Then came forth unto him Eliakim, Hilkiah's ſon, 
which was over the houſe, and Shebna the ſeribe, 
4 and Joah, Aſaph's ſon, the recorder. And Rabſhakeh 
faid unto them, Say ye now to Hezekiah, Thus faith 
the great king, the king of Aſſyria, What confidence 
5 [is] this wherein thou truſteſt? I fay, ¶ ſayeſt thou] (but 
[they are but] vain words) [1 have] counſel and 
ſtrength for war: now on whom doſt thou truſt, that 
6 thou rebellefgainſt me? Lo, thou truſteſt in the ſtaff 
of this broken reed, on Egypt; whereon if a man lean, 
it will $9 into his hand, and pierce it: ſo [is] Pharaoh | 
7 king of Egypt to all that truſt in him But if thou ſay 
to me, We truſt in the Loxp our God: ſis it] not he f 
whoſe high places and whoſe altars Hezekiahhath taken 
away, and ſaid to Judah and to Jeruſalem, Ye ſhall 
8 worſhip before this altar? Now therefore give pledges, | 
2 5 I pray - 1 
© Theſe two chapters are the ſame as gs xviii 13, to the 
: a e ce 


end of chap, xix. and the reader is referred on and A 
refletions upon thoſe places, | * ; 


N 


& 
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I pray thee, to my maſter the king of Aſſyria, and [ 
will give thee two thouſand horſes, if thou be able on 
9 thy part to ſet riders upon them. How then wilt thou 
turn away the face of one captain of the leaſt of my maſ- 
ter's ſervants, and put thy truſt on Egypt for chariots 
10 and for horſemen? And am I now come up without 
the Lorp againit this land to deſtroy it? the Loxp 
faid unto me, Go up againſt this land, and deſtroy it. 
41 Then ſaid Eliakim and Shebna and Joah unto Rabſha- 
keh, Speak, I pray thee, unto, thy ſervants in the Sy- 
rian language; for we underſtand [it:] and ſpeak not 
to us in the Jeus' language, in the ears of the people 
12 that [are] on the wall. But Rabſhakeh ſaid, Hath m 
maſter ſent me to thy maſter and to thee to ſpeak the 
words? [hath he] not [ſent me] to the men that fit 
upon the wall, that they may eat their own dung, and 
13 drink their own piſs with you? Then Rabſhakeh ſtood, 
and cried with a loud voice in the Jews? language, and 
ſaid, Hear ye the words of the great king, the king of 
14 Aſſyria. Thus faith the king, Let not Hezekiah de- 
ceive you: for he ſhall not be able to deliver you. 
15 Neither let Hezekiah make you truſt in the Lon, 
ſaying, The Logo will ſurely deliver us: this city ſhall 
not be delivered into the hand of the king of Aſſyria. 
16 Hearken not to Hezekiah : for thus faith the king of 
Aſſyria, Make [an agreement] with me [by] a preſent, 
and come out to me: and eat ye every one of his vine, 
and every one of his fig tree, and drink ye every one 
17 the waters of his own ciſtern; Una, come and take 
you away to a land like your own land, a land of corn 
18 and wine, a land of bread and vineyards. [Beware] 
left Hezekiah perſuade you, ſaying, The Loxp will 
deliver us. Hath any of the gods of the nations de- 
livered his land out of the hand of the king of Aſſyria? 
19 Where [are] the gods of Hamath and Arphad? where 
[are] the gods of Sepharvaim ? and have they deliver- 
20 ed Samaria out of my hand ? Who [are they] among 
all the gods of theſe lands, that have delivered their 
land out ofy7 hand, that the Lonp ſhould deliver 


21 Jeruſalem out of my hand? But they held their peace, 
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and anſwered him not a word: for the king's command- 
22 ment was, ſaying, Anſwer him not. Then came Elia- | 
kim, the ſon of Hilkiah, that [was] over the houſe- | 
hold, and Shebna the ſcribe, and Joah, the ſon of 
Aſaph, the recorder, to Hezekiah with [their] clothes 
rent, and told him the words of Rabſhakeh. 
t Cray. XXXVII. And it came to paſs, when king 
Hezekiah heard [it,] that he rent his clothes, and 
% covered himſelf with ſackcloth, and went into the houſe 
2 of the Lon D. And he ſent Eliakim, who, [was] over 
the houſehold, and Shebna the ſcribe, and the elders of 
the prieſts covered with ſackcloth, unto Ifaiah the pro- 
phet the ſon of Amoz. And they ſaid unto him, Thus 
faith Hezekiah, This day [is] a day of trouble, and of 
rebuke, and of blaſphemy : for the children are come 
to the birth, and [there is] not ſtrength to bring forth. 
4 It may be the Loxp thy God will hear the words of 
Rabſhakeh, whom the king of Aſſyria his maſter hath 
ſent to reproach the living God, and will reprove the 
words which the Loxp thy God hath heard: wherefore 
5 lift up [thy] praygr for the remnant that is left, So 
6 the ſervants of king Hezekiah came to Iſaiah. And 
Iſaiah faid unto them, Thus ſhall ye fay unto your 
maſter, Thus ſaith the Lorp, Be not afraid of the 
words that thou haſt heard, wherewith the ſervants of 
7 the king of Aſſyria have blaſphemed me. Behold, I 
will ſend a blaſt upon him, and he ſhall hear a rumour, 
and return to his own land; and I will cauſe him tofall 
by the ſword in his own land. | 
8 So Rabih returned, and found the king of AC. 
* ſyria warring againſt Libnah: for he had heard that he 
9 was departed from Lachiſh, And he heard ſay con- 
cerning Tirhakah king of Ethiopia, He is come forth 
to make war with thee. And when he heard ſit,] he 
10 ſent meſſengers to Hezekiah, ſaying, Thug ſhall ye 
| ſpeak to Hezekiah king of Judah, ſaying, Let ot th; 
God, in whom thou truſteſt, deceive thee, ſaying, 
Jeruſalem ſhall not be given into the hand of the kin 
11 of Aﬀyria, Behold, thou haſt heard what the Rings of X 
Aſſyria have done to all lands by deſtroying them utter- 8 


ly; 
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12 ly; and ſhalt thou be delivered? Have the gods of 
the nations delivered them which my fathers have de- 
ſtroyed, [as] Gozan, and Haran, and Rezeph, and the 

13 children of Eden which [were] in Telaſſar? Where [is] 
the king of Hamath, and the king of Arphad, and the 

14 king of the city of Sepharvaim, Hena, and Ivah? And 
Hezekiah received the letter from the hand of the meſ- 
ſengers, and read it: and Hezekiah went up unto the 
houſe of the Lorp, and ſpread it before the Lokb. 

15 16 And Hezekiah prayed unto the Lok, ſaying, O 
Loxd of hoſts, God of Iſrael, that dwelleſt [between] - 
the cherubims, thou [art] the God, [even] thou alone, 
of all the kingdoms of the earth : thou haſt made hea- 

17 ven and earth. Incline thine ear, O Lok, and hear; 
open thine eyes, O Lord, and ſee: and hear all the 
words of Sennacherib, which hath ſent to reproach the 

18 living God. Of a truth, Logo, the kings of Aſſyria 
have laid waſte all the nations, and their countries, 

19 And have caſt their gods into the fire: for they [were] 

no gods, but the work of men's hands, wood and ſtone: 

20 therefore they have deſtroyed them. Now therefore, 
O Lon our God, ſave us from his hand, that all the 
kingdoms of the earth may know that thou [art] the 
Lok p, [even] thou only. 

21 Then Ifaiah the fon of Amoz ſent unto Hezekiah, 
faying, Thus faith the Lorp God of Iſrael, Whereas 
thou haſt prayed to me againſt Sennacherib king of 

22 Aſſyria: This [is] the word which the Loxp hath 
{poken concerning him; The virgin, the daughter of 

Zion, hath deſpiſed thee, [and] laughed thee to ſcorn; 
the daughter of Jeruſalem hath ſhaken her head at the. 

23 Whom haſt thou reproached and blaſphemed ; and 

#gainſt whom haſt thou exalted [thy] voice, and lifted 
4 up thine eyes on high? [even] againſt the Holy One 
8 * , ot; Lirael, By thy ſervants haſt thou reproached the 
| | Iyrd, and haft faid, By the multitude of my chariots 
am I come up to the height of the mountains, to the 

| fides of Lebanon; and I will cut down the tall cedars 

n thereof, [and] the choice fir trees thereof: and I will 
F enter into the height of his border, [and] the 

is 


| 
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25 his Carmel. I have digged, and drunk water; and 
with the ſole of my feet have I dried up all the rivers of 
26 the beſieged places. Haſt thou not heard long ago, 
how] I have done it; [and] of antient times, that I 
have formed it? now have I ay ++ it to paſs, that 
thou ſhouldſt be to lay waſte defenced cities [into] 
27 ruinous heaps. Therefore their inhabitants | were] of 
ſmall power, they were diſmayed and confounded : they 
were [as] the graſs of the field, and [as] the green 
herb, [as] the graſs on the houſe tops, and [as corn] 
28 blaſted before it be grown up. But I know thy abode, 
and thy going out, and thy coming in, and thy rage 
29 againſt me. Becauſe thy rage againſt me, and thy 
tumult, is come up into mine ears, therefore will I put 
my hook in thy noſe, and my bridle in thy lips, and I 
will turn thee back by the way by which thou cameſt. 
30 And this [ſhall be] a fign unto thee, Ye ſhall eat [this] 
year ſuch as groweth of itſelf; and the ſecond year that 
which ſpringeth of the ſame: and in the third year ſow 
ye, and reap, and plant vineyards, and eat the fruit 
31 thereof. And the remnant that is eſcaped of the houſe 
of Judah ſhall again take root downward, and bear 
32 fruit upward: For out of Jeruſalem ſhall go forth a 
remnant, and they that eſcape out of mount Zion: the 
33 zeal of the Loro of hoſts ſhall do this. Therefore 
thus faith the Logp concerning the king of Aſſyria, He 
ſhall not come into this city, nor ſhoot an arrow there, 
nor come before it with ſhields, nor caſt a bank againſt 
34 it. By the way that he came, by the ſame ſhall he re 
turn, and ſhall not come into this city, ſaith the LoRD. 
35 For will defend this city to fave it, for mine own 
ſake, and for my ſervant David's ſake. 4 
36 Then the angel of the Loxp went forth, and ſmate 
in the camp of the Aſſyrians a hundred and fourſcore 
and five thouſand: and when they aroſe early in the 
37 morning, behold, they [were] all dead corpſe So 
Sennacherib king of Aſſyria departed, and went and 
38 returned, and dwelt at Ninevehi And it came to paſs, 
as he was worſhipping in the houſe of Niſroch his god, 
that Adrammelech and Sharezer his ſons ſmote him 


with 
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with the ſword; and they eſcaped into the land of Ar- 
menia: and Eſar-haddon his fon reigned in his ſtead, 


—— — — . — 


CH A P. XXXVIII. 


The firſt part of this chapter gives an account of Hezekiah's 
dangerous ſickneſs and miraculous recovery; the latter part 
i a tender and beautiful ſong of thankſgiving, in which 
this pious king breathed out the ſentiments of a grateful heart 
when his life was as it were reſtored. 


1 IN thoſe days was Hezekiah fick unto death, hat is, 
of ſome diſtemper, which in the common courſe of nature 

would prove mortal. And Iſaiah the prophet the ſon of 
Amoz came unto him, and faid unto him, Thus faith 

| the Lorp, Set thine houſe in order: for thou ſhalt 
| 2 die, and not live, Then Hezekiah turned his face to- 
| 3 ward the wall, and prayed unto the Loxb, And ſaid, 
Remember, now, O Losp, I beſeech thee, how I have 

walked before thee in truth and with a perfect heart, 

and have done [that which is] good in thy fight. 

And Hezekiah wept fore, from the apprehenſion that he 

ſhould leave his kingdom in diſtreſs, and without an heir, 

4 Then came the word of the Lord to Ifaiah, ſaying, 

5 Go and ſay to Hezekiah, Thus faith the Lorp, the 

God of David thy father, whoſe family ſeemed to be in 

danger of extinfion, 1 have heard thy prayer, I have 

ſeen thy tears: behold, I will add unto thy days fiftzen 

| 4 © years. And I will deliver thee and this city out of the 
BM ' hand of the king of Aſſyria: and I will defend this 
7 7 city. And this [ſhall be] a ſign unto thee from the 
 Loxp, that the Lorp will do this thing that he hath 

8 ſpoken; Behold, I will bring again the ſhadow of the 
degrees, which is gone down in the ſun dial of Ahaz, 


ten degrees backward,* So the ſun fèturned ten degrees, 
N ohich degrees it was gone down. 
. 9 The 
This ſickneſs pappe in the ſpace between Sennacherib's 


E invaſion and the deſtruction of his army. R 
Probably an inflection of the rays of the ſun, which continued 
for ſome time, | 


# 


uy 


ISAIAH. XXXVIIL 289 


The writing of Hezekiah king of Judah, when he 
had been ſick, and was recovered of his ſickneſs; or, a 
10 ſong of thankſgiving for his deliverance : I ſaid in the cut- 
ting off of my days, I ſhall go to the gates of the 
grave: I am deprived of the reſidue of my years; 
being but about thirty nine years old, I might naturally ex- 
11 pe# a longer life. I ſaid, I ſhall not ſee the Lond, 
[even] the Lok, in the land of the living, in is houſe 
and ordinances ;, that is, no more join in or ſupport his wor- 
ſhip: I ſhall behold man no more with the inhabitants of 
the world; I ſhall ſee my ſubjetts and friends no more; 1 
ſpall have no more opportunities of doing good to the 18 or 

12 myſelf; a ſentiment full of piety and benevolence. Mine 
is departed, and is removed from me as a ſhepherd's 
tent; a weak, frail building, that is eaſily taken down 
or removed from place to place: J have cut off like a wea- 
ver my life; have given up all my ſchemes and proſpects: he 
will cut me off with pining ſickneſs: from day [even] 
to night wilt thou make an end of me; I thought this 
13 would be the caſe every morning and evening. I reckoned 
till morning, that, ] as a lion, ſo will he break all my 
bones : from day [even] to night wilt thou make an 
end of me; I thought the violence of my pain would deſtroy 
14 me before morning, like a lion breaking my bones. Like a 
crane [or] a ſwallow, ſo did I chatter : I did mourn as 
a dove; my voice was weak and broken, ſo that 1 could only 
ſigh and bemoan myſelf : mine eyes fail [with looking] 
upward ; or rather, mine eyes are ſo weak that I cannot look 
up: O Lokp, I am opprefled ; undertake for me; I am 
ſinking under this heavy affiiftion ; O Lard, appear for me, 
15 before death ſeizes upon me. What ſhall I ſay? an ex- 
preſſion of God's great goodneſs, and of his own thankfutneſs; 
how ſhall I find words to expreſs my gratitude ? he hath 
both ſpoken unto me, and himſelf hath done [ it ;] he pro- 
miſed health, and it cant" came: I ſhall go ſoftly all 
my years in the bitterneſs of my ſoul ; 1/hall all my days 
remember the bitterneſs of my ſoul ; or it may refer i walk= 
16 ing humbly and circumſpeRly before God after it. O Lord, 
by theſe [things,] % power and goodneſs, [men] live, and 
1 in particular, and in all theſe [things 0 the life of my 
Vol. V. U ſpirit: 
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ſpirit: ſo wilt thou recover me, and make me to live; 
17 by thee I ſhall till be ſupported. Behold, for peace I had 
great bitterneſs : but thou haſt in love to my foul de- 
livered it] from the pit of corruption: for thou haſt caſt 
all my fins behind thy back; thou haſt forgiven my ſins 
. which brought this diſtemper upon me, and haſt ſhown thy 
18 favour to me by thus recovering me. For the grave can- 
not praiſe thee, death can [not] celebrate thee : they 
that go down into the pit cannot hope for thy truth; 
they cannot glorify thee on earth and ſerve mankind, or ex- 
pect to ſee thy promiſes to thy church and people fulfilled. 
19 The living, the living, he ſhall praiſe thee, as I [do] 
this day: the father to the -children ſhall make known 
thy truth; hey that have been recovered ſpall praiſe thee 
themſelves, and relate thy goodneſs to their children, to en- 
20 courage them to truſt in thee. The Lord [was ready] to 
fave me : therefore we will ſing my ſongs to the ſtring- 
ed inſtruments all the days of our life in the houſe of - 
the Lorp; not only this ſong, but other devout compoſitions ; 
nos merely in one viſit paid to the ſanfuary, but as long as 
21 my recovered life ſhall continue, For Iſaiah had faid, Let 
them take a lump of figs, and lay [it] for a plaiſter 
22 upon the boil, and he ſhall recover." Hezekiah alſo had 
ſaid, What [is] the ſign, that I ſhall go up to the houſe 
of the Lok D? that was the firſt place he deſigned to viſit, and 
therefore he put the queſtion with particular reference to it. 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. H1S chapter ſuggeſts many uſeful inſtructions to 

0 the ſick and infirm; and ſuch any of us may 
very ſoon be. We ſhould therefore ſet our houſes in order, 
make our wills, ſettle our affairs, and contrive for the peace 
of ſurvivors. Eſpecially ſhould we ſet our ſouls in order; 
' renew the-exerciſe of repentance and faith, and make our 
peace with God, with men, and our own conſciences. Let 


the ſick pray, and humble themſelves; acknowledge the 
han 


d Perhaps theſe might have a natural virtue to ripen the im- 


poſthume, but could not heal it ſo ſoon without extraordinary 
interpoſition. 


. 
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hand of God in the viſitation, and ſeek help from him; 
but they ſhould not neglect the aſſiſtance of phyſicians and 
medicines, Jet they tempt the Lord their Ged. Tho? Heze- 
kiah's recovery was in a great meaſure miraculous, yet 
natural means were uſed, to teach us the uſe of them. Let 
us not think our fears of death ſigns of our being in a ſin- 
ful ſtate, for even Hezekiah wept ſore at its approach, tho? 
he could appeal to God that he had walked before him in truth, | 
and with a perfect heart, and had done that which was good in | 
his fight. | 
2. Thoſe who have been recovered from fickneſs may | 
ſee what ſhould be their temper and conduct. It is proper | 
to recollect, and keep written memorials of their danger 
and deliverance; of the workings of their thoughts and | 
affections; their views of God, themſelves, and another | | 
world; and of their reſolutions and vows. Let them be very | 
thankful for their eſcapes from death; remembering, that 
it was the Lord that healed them, that recovered them from 
the pit of corruption, when juſt ſinking into it; they ſhould 
expreſs their thankfulneſs in their addreſſes to God, and in 
their converſation with others, for their encouragement. 
It ſhould be our care to walk humbly with God; to proceed 1 
with caution and watchfulneſs in the way of duty; to be | 
zealous for his honour, and diligent and ſerious in our at- 
tendance upon his ordinances. Hezekiah's love to God's 
houſe ſhowed itſelf very remarkably. during his ſickneſs ; he 
lamented his being deprived of attendance there, and re- 
ſolved to frequent it conſtantly while he lived. Thus ſhould 
we improve our recoveries from ſickneſs, or our continued 
health ; remembering, that life is ſhort, and that there is no 
knowledge, wiſdom, or device, in the grave, whither we are all 
going. 


— _—_—__—CIF—— 


CH AP. XXXIX. 8 


I T that time Merodach-baladan, the ſon of Bala- 
dan, king of Babylon, ſent letters and a preſent 

to Hezekiah: for he had heard that he had been fick, 
U 2 and 


For the illuſtration and improvement of this chapter, ſee 
' Kings xx. 12—19. 


—— — 
— 
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2 and was recovered. And Hezekiah was glad of them, 
and ſhowed them the houſe of his precious things, the 
ſilver, and the gold, and the ſpices, and the precious oint- 
ment, and all the houſe of his armour, and all that was 
found in his treaſures : there was nothing in his houſe, 
nor in all his dominion, that Hezekiah ſhowed them not. 

3 Then came Iſaiah the prophet unto king Hezekiah, and 
ſaid unto him, What ſaid theſe men? and from whence 
came they unto thee? And Hezekiah ſaid, They are 
come from a far country unto me, [even] from Babylon. 

4 Then ſaid he, What have they ſeen in thine houſe? 
And Hezekiah anſwered, All that [is] in mine houſe 
have they ſeen: there is nothing among my treaſures 

5 that I have not ſhowed them. Then ſaid Ifaiah to 

6 Hezekiah, Hear the word of the Lorp of hoſts : Be- 
hold, the days come, that all that [is] in thine houſe, 
and [that] which thy fathers have laid up in ſtore until 
this day, ſhall be carried to Babylon: nothing ſhall he 

7 left, faith the Logp. And of thy ſons that ſhall iflue 
from thee, which thou ſhalt beget, ſhall they take away ; 

and they ſhall be eunuchs in % palace of the king of 
8 Babylon. Then ſaid Hezekiah to Iſaiah, Good [is] 
the word of the Lorp which thou haſt ſpoken. He 
ſaid moreover, For there ſhall be peace and truth in 
my days, 


5 | WEL a — ** 


CHAP. XL. 


We now come to the laſt part of Iſaiah's prophecy, which is by 
much the moſt ſublime and important. It contains many com- 
Ffortable predictions of the reſtoration of the jews from cap- 
tivity, of the bleſſings of the goſpel, and the converſion of the 
jews in the latter days. But in this chapter, and in many other 
places, theſe events are ſo intermingled, that, tho the general 
ſenſe is plain, it is hard to determine to which event the pro- 
pliet refers. | 


I OMFORT ye, comfort ye my people, faith 
A your God; that is, to the prophets during the cap- 

2 tivity, and to all chriſtian miniſters in future ages. Speak 
. ye 
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ye comfortably to Jeruſalem, and ery unto her, that 
her warfare is accompliſhed, that her iniquity is pardon- 
ed: for ſhe hath received of the Loxp's hand double 
for all her ſins; not double to what ſhe deſerved, but double 
in proportion to God's ſeverity in correcting other finful na- 
tions, becauſe ſhe was more eminently favoured. It may have 
a reference to the law of paying double damages, Exod. xxii. 3. 
Immediately a harbinger is introduced, giving orders, as was 
uſual in the march of eaſtern generals, to remove every ob- 

acle, and prepare the way for their return into their own 


3 The voice of him that crieth in the wilderneſs, Pre- 
pare ye the way of the Loxo, make ftraight in the deſert 
a highway for our God; probably referring to Cyrus's 
proclamation of deliverance to the jews; or rather to the 

goſpel ſalvation; and it is ſo applied to John the Baptiſt, 

4 Matt. iii. 3. Every valley ſhall be exalted, and every 
mountain and hill ſhall be made low: and the crooked 
ſhall be made ftraight, and the rough places plain; all 

- difficulties ſhall vamſh; men's pride and prejudices ſhall be 

5 removed: And the glory of the Lon, his glorious power 
and goodneſs, ſhall be revealed, and all fleſh ſhall ſee 
[it] together: for the mouth of the Loxo hath ſpoken 

6 fit.] The voice ſaid io the prophet, Cry, or proclaim 
aloud. And he faid, What ſhall I cry? All fleſh [is] 
graſs, and all the goodlineſs thereof [is] as the flower 

7 of the field : The graſs withereth, the flower fadeth, 
becauſe the ſpirit of the Loxo bloweth upon it : ſurely 

8 the people [is] graſs. The graſs withereth, the flower 
fadeth : but the word of our God ſhall ſtand for ever; 
there is no dependance to be laid on the wiſdom, power, and 
promiſes of men, but the promiſes of God are faithful, and 

nothing ſhall prevent the execution of them. So Peter applies 
the words in his firſt epiſtle, chap. i. 23—2g. 

9 O Zion, that bringeſt good tidings, or, O thou that 
telleſt good tidings to Zion, get thee up into the high 
mountain; O Jeruſalem, that bringeſt good tidings, or, 
O thou that telleſt good tidings to Feruſalem, lift up thy 
voice with ſtrength; proclaim aloud on the mountains, from 
whence thou canſt beſt be heard, lift [it] up, be not atraid, 

U 3 for 
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[i for God will make his word good; ſay unto the cities of 
| 10 Judah, Behold your God! Behold, the Logp God will 
come with ſtrong hand, ] or, againſt the ſtrong, and his 

arm ſhall rule for him; he will complete your deliverance, 

and eſtabliſh the Meſſiah*s kingdom, without human aſſiſt - 

ance ; behold, his reward [is] with him, and his work, 

11 or, recompenſe for his work, before him. He, that is, the 
Meſſiah, ſhall feed his flock like a ſhepherd : he ſhall RR 
gather the lambs with his arm, and carry [them,] that 
is, the lame and fick, in his boſom, [and] ſhall gently 

lead thoſe that are with young. * 

12 Who hath meaſured the waters in the hollow of his 

| hand, and meted out heaven with the ſpan, and compre- 
hended the duſt of the earth in a meaſure, and weighed 
. the mountains in ſcales, and the hills in a balance? To 
confirm your faith in theſe promiſes, obſerve the exatt order 
in which the earth is formed; the mountains are weighed, the 
waters and the duſt are meaſured; ſo that there is not a 
drop loo much, nor a grain ſuperfluous or deficient , and ſay, 

13 Who hath directed the Spirit of the Lorxp when he made 
the world, or being] his counſellor hath taught him 70 

14 govern it ? With whom took he counſel, and [who] in- 
ſtructed him, and taught him in the path of judgment, 
and taught him knowledge, and ſhowed to him the way 

15 of underſtanding ? Behold, the nations [are] as a drop 
of a bucket, as inconfiderable, when compared with the 
ocean, as a drop of water, and are counted as the ſmall 
duſt of the balance; /o ſmall, when compared with the 
whole earth, as not to affet? the niceſt ſcales, behold, he 
taketh up the iſles as a very little thing; he iſles, who 
ſo ſpacious, ſtrong, and deep rooted, are in his hand what a 
a light thing is in ours, which we take up, turn, and manage 

16 as we pleaſe. And, if we would ſtudy to preſent an oblation 
anſwerable to his greatneſs, Lebanon is] not ſufficient to 

burn, nor the beaſts thereof ſufficient tor a burnt offer- 

17 ing. All nations, if they were aſſembled together to attend 
this great ſacrifice, before him [are] as nothing; and 
they are counted to him Jeſs than nothing and vanity. 

To caution the jews againſt the idolatry of the Chaldeans, 

18 le proceeds, To whom then will ye liken God? 1 

f What 
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19 what likeneſs will ye compare unto him ? The workman 
melteth a graven image, and the goldſmith ſpreadeth it 
over with gold, and caſteth ſilver chains 70 adorn it, or 

20 faſten it to a pillar. He that [1s] ſo impoveriſhed that 
he hath no oblation 0 offer to the temple, will yet have a 
god, and therefore he chooſeth a tree | that] will not rot; 
he ſeeketh unto him a cunning workman to prepare a 
graven image [that] ſhall not be moved; /e hinks a 

21 wooden god better than none. Have ye not known? even 

pou, idolatrous gentiles? have ye not heard? hath it not 

8 been told you from the beginning ? have ye not under- 

CY ſtood from the foundations of the earth ? have you not 

learned by obſervation, by reflection, by tradition from the 
earlieſt ages, that the great God Fehovah is the creator and 
governor of the world, and of ſuch infimte perfections, as not 

22 to be repreſented by any image? [It is] he that ſitteth 
upon the circle, or globe, of the earth, and the inhabit- 
ants thereof [are] as graſshoppers, the moſt incon/iderable 
inſefs : that ſtretcheth out the heavens as a curtain, or 
canopy, and ſpreadeth them out as a tent to dwell in, as 
eaſily as a man can open a curtain of a tent in the morning, 

23 and cloſe it at night : That bringeth the princes to no- 
thing; he maketh the judges of the earth as vanity; 
can eaſily confound, depoſe, and deſtroy the greateſt princes. 

24 Yea, they ſhall not, be planted; yea, they ſhall not be 
ſown : yea, their ſtock ſhall not take root in the earth: 

and he ſhall alſo blow upon them, and they ſhall wither, 
and the whirlwind ſhall take them away as ſtubble: 4 
beautiful gradation; they ſhall have no power ; or, if they 
Poſſeſs a little, yet they ſhall have no laſting root; or, if they 
ſhould continue for a while, yet he will blow upon them, and 

25 deſtroy them. To whom then will ye liken me, or ſhall 
I be equal? faith the Holy One. | 

26 Lift up your eyes on high, and behold who hath 
created theſe things,] that bringeth out their hoſt by 
number : he calleth them all by names, he is acquainted 
with them, and commands them, as a general does his army, 
by the greatneſs of his might, for that [he is] ſtrong in 
power; not one faileth ; not one of them ſhall wear out, 

27 or need repairing, or fail to anſwer his purpoſes, Why 

U 4 ſayeſt 
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. fayeſt thou, O Jacob, and ſpeakeſt, O Iſrael, i hy 

_ captivity, ſaying, My way is hid from the Lord, and 
my judgment is paſſed over from my God? my affair; 

28 are perplexed, and ſunk, ſo that God cannot help me. Flaſt 
thou not known better than any other people ? haſt thou 
not heard, [that] the everlaſting God, the Lonp, the 
Creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth not, neither 

is weary ? he doth not by length of time grow inactive, or 
negligent ; tho" he delays, he neither wants ability nor power z 
res is] no ſearching of his underſtanding ; no finding 

29 out the reaſons of his diſpenſations. He giveth power to 
the faint; and to [them that have] no might he in- 
creaſeth ſtrength ; he gives abundance of ftrength, therefore 

can give it to you in your offliftion, tho* you are brourht ever 

30 /o low. Even the youths ſhall faint and be weary, and 
the young men ſhall utterly fall; hoſe of the beft natural 


31 abilities, and who are moſt confident in themſelves : But 


they that wait upon the Logrp, in the way of faith, 
* and prayer, ſhall renew [their] ſtrength; they 
ſhall mount up with wings as eagles; they ſhall run, 
and not be weary ; [and] » ſhall walk, and not faint; 


they ſhall grow ſtronger and ftronger, ſurmount all difficulties, 
and obtain the bleſſings which they defire, 


REFLECTIONS, 


1. 1 is good to think of the difference between the 
glory and power of man, and that of God. All 
the glory of man is ſoon blaſted, his power weak, his wil- 
dom ſoon confounded, his _—_ fading, and his promiſes 
fail; but IEHOvA is the all-wife and almighty God, faith- 
ful and true, and his word ſtands for ever. Let us imprint 
theſe thoughts upon our minds, that we may not be fond 
of the fading glories of this world ourſelves, nor envy or 
admire them in others; but make God our portion, and 
his word our treaſure; it will be a ſource of everlaſting 
ſecurity and joy. ny 
2. With what veneration ought we to think and ſpeak of 
this great and glorious Being ! We have here ſome of the 
ſublimeſt deſcriptions of the Deity in the whole — 
en 
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When we read or think of them, they ſhould fill us with 
awful admiration of his ſupreme majeſty ; ſhould engage 
us to worſhip him with the utmoſt reverence, ſince we are 
nothing, yea, leſs than nothing, in his ſight; and to admire 
his condeſcenfion in giving his Son to be our ſaviour; the 
purpoſes of whoſe appearance are ſo important, and whoſe 
ee is ſo great. 

3. It is frequently the caſe that thoſe who can ſpare no. 
thing for the ſervice of God, can ſpare much for the ſervice 
of their luſts. Thoſe are remarkable words in v. 20. He 
who is fo poor that he cannot afford a facrifice for God's 
temple, can ſpare money to purchaſe an idol, of rich ma« 


| terials, and exquiſite workmanſhip ; and the rich will ſpare 


no coſt upon their gods. There are many idolaters of this 
kind among us, who make their money, their pleaſures, and 
their bellies their gods. They care not what pains they 
take, or what expenſe they are at, in the worſhip of theſe 
deities, but are never at a loſs for objections againſt chari- 
table donations, nor backward to plead poverty, when any 
thing is wanted for the houſe or ſervice of God. Theſe will 
juſtly be condemned by the zeal and generoſity of idolaters; 
and the account of their expenſes will make a deteſtable 
figure, when God comes to reckon with them at the great 
* | 


7 How firmly ſhould we truſt the promiſes of God, and 
how cheerfully mould we wait upon him! In times of af- 
fliction we are too apt to ſay, as v. 27. My way is lad from 
the Lord, and my judgment is paſſed over from my Cad. We 
indulge many foolih fears, and often make ourſelves un- 
eaſy, which would be prevented by confidering who God 
is, and what he hath promiſed, We ſhould learn to truſt 
in him, and not in our own or in others* wiſdom and 
ſtrength. Let young men remember, that without divine 
help they will faint and be weary in their chriſtian courſe ; 
therefore wait upon God, and go forth in his ſtrength: and 
let us all conſider, that the more faithfully we employ what 
ſtrength he gives us in his ſervice, the more ſhall we find it 
increaſe. The righteous ſhall hold on his way, and they that ate 
a 


upright in heart ſhall wax ſtronger and ſtronger. ' 
| CHAP, 
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CHAP. XLI. 


In this and jome of the following chapters, God makes a ſolem 
challenge to the worſhippers of idols, to ſhow Fon wiſdom, 
power, and goodneſs in their gods as he poſſeſſea, in order to 
convince the Ißraelites of the folly of idolatry, and encourage 
their hope of deliverance from their captivity from him alone. 


I EE ſilence before me, O iſlands; and let the 
people renew [their | ſtrength, hat is, muſter up 
all their arguments : let them come near; then let them 

2 ſpeak : let us come near together to judgment, Who 
raiſed up the righteous [man] from the eaſt, called him 

to his foot, gave the nations before him, and made 
[him] rule over kings? © he gave [them] as the duſt 
3 to his ſword, [and] as driven ſtubble to his bow. He 
purſued them, [and] paſſed ſafely; [even] by the way 
[that] he had not gone with his feet; he ſhall purſue his 

4 enemies thre ſtrange, unknown countries, Who hath 
wrought and done [it, ] calling the generations from the 
beginning? I the Loxo, the firſt, and with the laſt; I 
[am] he who order the ſeveral ſucceſſions of princes, and 

5 the ſeaſons of bringing about their deſigns. The iſles ſaw 
lit, fand feared ; they were aſtoniſhed at Cyrus's riſing glory 
aud vifories; the ends of the earth were afraid, drew 
near, and came; they joined in alliance to check his growing 

6 greatneſs. They helped every one his neighbour; and 
[every one] ſaid to his brother, Be of good courage. 

7 So the carpenter encouraged the goldſmith, [and] he 
that ſmootheth [with] the hammer him that ſmote the 
anvil, ſaying, It [is] ready for the ſodering: and he 
faſtened it with nails, ſthat] it ſhould not be moved; 
they ſought help of their gods, and made new ones to pray to. 

8 But thou, Iſrael, [art] my ſervant, Jacob whom I have 
choſen, the ſeed of Abraham my friend; be not afraid of 

9 them, for I will defend thee, [Thou] whom I have F 
om 

* This is generally underſtood of Abraham; but it ſeems ra- 
ther to refer to Cyrus, who is ſaid, in prophetick language, to be 
raiſed up, that is, he ſhould certainly be ſo: he is called righ- 


teous, becauſe he was to execute God's righteouſneſs in the de- 
ſtruction of Babylon, 
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from the ends of the earth, and called thee from the 
chief men thereof, and ſaid unto thee, Thou [art] my 
ſervant; 1 have choſen thee, and not caſt thee away; 7 
will do it, and not caſt thee off, as thou haſt reaſon to expect, 

10 for thy tranſpreſſions. Fear thou not; for I [am] with 
thee: be not diſmayed; for I [am] thy God: I will 
ſtrengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will up- 
hold thee with the right hand of my righteouſneſs ; by 

11 my power and faithfulneſs. Behold, all they that were 
incenſed againſt thee ſhall be aſhamed and confounded : 
they ſhall be as nothing; and they that ſtrive with thee 

12 ſhall periſh. Thou ſhalt ſeek them, and ſhalt not find 
them, [even] them that contended with thee: they that 
war againſt thee ſhall be as nothing, and as a thing of 

13 nought ; hey ſhall be brought to utter deſtruction. For 1 
the Lozp thy God will hold thy right hand, ſaying unto 
thee, Fear not; I will help thee; I will guide and 

14 ſtrengthen thee. Fear not, thou worm Jacob, [and] ye 
men of Iſrael, % weak, deſpicable, and trampled upon; I 
will help thee, faith the Log, and thy redeemer, 7 
who have delivered, and am ſtill faithful, even the Holy 

15 One of Iſrael, Behold, I will make thee a new ſharp 
threſhing inſtrument having teeth : thou ſhalt threſh the 
mountains, and beat [them] ſmall, and ſhalt make the 
hills as chaff; hat is, the greater and leſſer kingdoms that 

16 oppoſe thee, Thou ſhalt fan them, and the wind ſhall 
carry them away, and the whirlwind ſhall ſcatter them: 
and thou ſhalt rejoice in the Lox, [and] ſhalt glory 

17 in the Holy One of Iſrael, [When] the poor and 
needy ſeek water, and [there is] none, [and] their 
tongue faileth for thirſt, I the Lokp will hear them, 

18 [I] the God of Iſrael will not forſake them. I will 
open rivers in high places, and fountains in the midſt of 
the valleys: I will make the wilderneſs a pool of water, 
and the dry land ſprings of water; I will ſupply the cap- 
lives in their return from Babylon : an alluſion to what was 
19 done for the Iſraelites in the wilderneſs. 1 will plant in the 
wilderneſs the cedar, the ſhittah tree, and the myrtle, 
and the oil tree; I will ſet in the deſert the fir tree, [and] 
the pine, and the box tree together; Iwill make the face 


of 
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of nature beautiful; there ſhall be trees both to fhelter and 
refreſh them; intimating that there ſhould be à glorious al- 

20 teration in their circumſtances. That they may ſee, and 
know, and confider, and underſtand together, that they 
help one another to underſtand the divine diſpenſations, 


and that the hand of the Lorp hath done this, and the 


Holy One of Iſrael hath created it; that God alone hath 

21 done it, and no other. Produce your cauſe, faith the 
Lorp; bring forth your ſtrong [reaſons,] faith the 
King of Jacob; challenging idolaters and their gods to de- 

22 clare and do what he had done. Let them bring [them] 
forth, and ſhow us what ſhall happen: let them ſhow the 
former things, what they [be,] that we may conſider 
them, and know the latter end of them ; or declare us 
things for to come; let them foretel future events, and in- 
form us what prophecies they have delivered that have been 
23 accompliſhed. Show the things that are to come here- 
after, that we may know that ye [are] gods: yea, do 
good, or do evil, that we may be diſmayed, and be- 
hold [it] together, that we may be ſtruck with aſtoniſb- 

24 ment at fuch ſkill, and be led to worſhip you. Behold, ye 
[are] of nothing, and your work of nought: an abomi- 
nation [1s he that] chooſeth you; that is, he that wor- 

25 ſhippeth you. I have raiſed up [one] from the north, 
and he ſhall come: from the riſing of the fun ſhall he 
call upon my name, or proclaim my name: and he ſhall 
come upon princes as [upon] morter, and as the pot- 
256 ter treadeth clay. Who hath declared from the begin- 
ning, as I do, two hundred years before the event, that 
Cyrus ſhall conquer ſome nations and deliver others, that we 
may know? and beforetime, that we may ſay, [He is] 
righteous, in declaring truth and fulfilling his promiſes, and 
thus hath ſupported has claim to divinity : yea, there is] 
none that ſhoweth, yea, [there is] none that deelareth, 

27 yea, [there is] none that heareth your words. The 
firſt [ſhall ſay] to Zion, Behold, behold them; I am the 
firft who have ſaid unto Zion, Behold thy deliverers, in 
Cyrus and his army: and J will give . 
t 


* Cyrus by his father was from Perſia, which lay eaſt of Baby- 
lon, and from Media by his mother, which lay north. 
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that bringeth good tidings, which none of their gods can 
28 give, Forl beheld, and [there was] no man; even 
among them, and [there was] no counſellor, that, when 
29 I aſked of them, could anſwer a word, Behold, they 
* [are] all vanity; their works [are] nothing: their 
molten images [are] wind and confuſion ; they are ig- 
norant and impotent gods, that can neither do any thing, nor 
faretel what ſhall be done. 


REFLECTION: S 


E ſee that the cauſe of God and religion will 

bear a fair trial, and need not fear it. This 
chapter is a challenge to idolaters to produce roofs of the 
divinity of the Ns they worſhipped, or di you that of 
Jenovan. The ſervants of God may give the ſame chal- 
lenge to the enemies of revelation, either to ſhow it to be 
falſe, or produce any other religion of equal evidence and 
uſefulneſs; and good men may challenge the workers of in- 
iquity to produce their ſtrongeſt reaſons in favour of vice, 
elfared that they will carry their own confutation with them. 
Let us never be afraid to have our religious principles and 
practices fairly examined; for it they are true and right, 
they will gain honour by the trial. Let us be ready to give 
to every one that aſketh, a reaſon of the hope that is in us, with 
meekneſs and fear. 

2, Let us learn to ſtir up one another to oppoſe prevail. 
ing vices, and to engage the favour of God. We ſee how 
the nations joined to oppoſe the growing reputation and 
ſucceſs of Cyrus, and encouraged one another to make 
new gods to take their part; and ſhall we not, with equal 
zeal, oppoſe the kingdom of ſatan, and the progreſs of his 
arts of miſchief and deſtruction? Shall we not en e 
each other to act vigorouſly for the defence and honour 
of God and religion, and ſtir up one another to pray that 
God would ſupport and advance his own cauſe? Let us 
learn wiſdom from theſe idolaters; appear on the Lord's 
ſide, and ſtrengthen one another's hands in God, 

3. Amidft all the difficulties and troubles of life, let us 
take encouragement from God's promiſes ; eſpecially that 
in 
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in v. 10. Fear thou not, for I am with thee; be not diſmayed, 
for I am thy God; I will ſtrengthen thee, yea, I will help 
thee. We aſſuredly know, that it has afforded ſupport and 
comfort to many ſouls, in the moſt afflicted circumſtances, 
and even in dying moments. What beautiful and tender 
language is it! the language of an indulgent parent teach- 
ing a little child to go. Whoever forſakes us, God will 
be with us; whatever difficulties ſurround us, he will 
ſtrengthen us; whatever enemies attack us, he will help us; 
when faint, trembling, and ready to fink, he will uphold us 
with the right hand of his righteouſneſs. Tho? we are weak 
as worms, and, like them, deſpiſed, yet our redeemer, the 


Holy One of Iſrael, will help us. Let us wait on the Lord 


then, be of good courage, and he ſhall ſtrengthen our hearts. 

4. Let us learn the vanity of idols, and keep ourſelves 
from idolatry. See what ignorant, impotent things all gods 
are, but Jenovan. Let us reverence him who revealeth ſe- 
crets, foretelleth things to come, does good and permits evil, 
and gives us in his works, providence, and word, a thouſand 
proofs that he is the true God, and the everlaſting King. 
Let us therefore, dearly beloved, flee from idolatry; worſhip the 
Lord our God with a veneration and affection ſuited to his 

reatneſs, power, and knowledge; and make him our hope 
and our confidence; for he is the rewarder of all them that 
diligently ſeek him. | 


. 


. 


This chapter refers to the appearance of Chriſt, the publication of 


his goſpel, and his judgment brought upon the jews for their 
unbelief.  ' The prophet makes a natural tranſition from the 


deliverance of the jews out of captivity, to the greater deliver- 


ance by the Meſſiah, by which all their idols ſhould be deſtroyed ; 

and he here ſeems to drop the veil, and bring the Meſſiah into 

fũull view, without type or allegory. St. Matthew expreſly 

tells us, chap. x11. 18—2 1. that the beginning of this chapter 

was fulfilled in Chriſt : they are the words of the Father 
ſpeaking to him, 

. i BEHOLD 
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I EHOLD my ſervant, whom I uphold, protect, and 


make my peculiar care: mine ele&, [in whom] my 
ſoul delighteth; I have put my ſpirit upon him: he 
ſhall bring forth judgment to the gentiles ; he ſhall make 
known to them my wil! and law, which hitherto had been 

2 appropriated to the jews. He ſhall not cry, nor lift up, 
nor cauſe his voice to be heard in the ſtreet, as vain- 
glorious and contentious perſons do; he ſhall not come in 4 
pompous, tumultuous manner, but inſtrutt others and vindi- 

3 cate himſelf with meekneſs. A bruiſed reed ſhall he not 
break, and the ſmoaking flax ſhall he not quench; a 
proverbial expreſſion for a gentle temper and conduct; more 
is implied than expreſſed; he will bear with, encourage, and 
help the weakeſt: he ſhall bring forth judgment unto 

4 truth; he ſhall make truth and righteouſneſs victoriaus. He 
ſhall not fail nor be diſcouraged, till he have ſet judg- 
ment in the earth: and the iſles ſhall wait for his law; 
he and his apoſtles ſhall go ou reſolutely and cheerfully, till 
his religion ſhall be eſtabliſhed, and the gentiles ſhall receive 
it as heartily as if they had waited for it, 

5 Thus faith God the Lozp, he that created the hea. 
vens, and ſtretched them out; he that ſpread forth the 
earth, and that which cometh out of it; he that giveth 
breath unto the people upon it, and ſpirit to them that 
walk therein, and who therefore can certainly fulfil all his 

6 promiſes: I the Lord have called thee in righteouſneſs, 
and will hold thine hand, and will keep thee, and give 
thee for a covenant of the people, that is, for the mediator 
of my covenant to the people, and for a light of the gen- 
tiles; to enlighten their minds, ſanflify their hearts, and 

7 lead them to everlaſting life; To open the blind eyes, to 
bring out the priſoners from the priſon, [and] them 
that ſit in darkneſs out of the priſon houſe ; 10 deliver 

$ the captives of ſin and ſatan. I [am] the Loxy: that 
lis] my name: and my glory will I not give to another, 
neither my praiſe to graven images; I will not ſuffer 
idolatry any longer to prevail, but aboliſh it by the goſpel, 

9 Behold, the former things are come to paſs, and new 
things do I declare; the former prophecies are fulfilled, and 
therefore theſe ſhall be ſo ; before they ſpring forth I tell 


you 
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you of them, that they may be believed and expected. Then 
follows a poetical addreſs to all the inhabitants of the world, 
the moſt rude and barbarous not excepted, to rejoice, and 
praiſe God for the goſpel, 

10 Sing unto the Loxp a new ſong, [and] his praiſe 
from the end of the carth, ye that go down to the ſea, 
and all that is therein; the iſles, and the inhabitants 

11 thereof, Let the wilderneſs and the cities thereof lift 
up { their voice,] the villages [that] Kedar doth in- 
habit: let the inhabitants of the rock ſing, let them 

12 ſhout from the top of the mountains. Let them give 
glory unto the Logp, and declare his praiſe in the 
iſlands, | 

13 The Lox ſhall go forth as a mighty man, he ſhall 

ſtir up jealouſy like a man of war; he was /ilent while 
zdolatry prevailed in the world, and winked at thoſe times of 
ignorance; but now he ſhall cry, yea, roar lite a lion, or 
as ſoldiers do when beginning a battle; and he ſhall entirely 


14 prevail againſt his enemies. I have long time holden 


my peace; I have been till, [and] refrained myſelf: 
[now] will I cry like a travailing woman; I will deſtroy 
and devour at once, like wild beaſts, which come roaring 
15 upon their prey and ſwallow it up at once, I will make 
waſte mountains and hills, and dry up all their herbs; 
and I will make the rivers iſlands, and I will dry up the 
16 pools.” And I will bring the blind by a way [that] they 
knew not; | will lead them in paths [that] they have 
not known: I will make darkneſs light before them, 
and crooked things ſtraight ; I will remove the ignorance, 
errors, and prejudices of men. Theſe things will I do 
17 unto them, and not forſake them. They ſhall be turn- 
ed back, they ſhall be greatly aſhamed, that truſt in 
graven images, that fay to the molten N e Ye 
[are] our gods; idolaters ſhall be diſappointed and aſhamed 
upon the ſpread of the goſpel. 
18 Hear, ye deaf; and look, ye blind, that ye may ſee 
an addreſs ts the gentiles to receive the goſpel, and not we 


=» As ſpiritual bleſſings are deſcribed by the oppoſite images, 
this intimates his great wrath, and the vengeance that ſhall be 
brought upon the enemies of his goſpel, 


ISAIAH, XLII. 305 
19 the nieans of knowledge. -Who [is] blind, but my ſer- 
vant ? or deaf, as my meſſenger [that] I ſerit? who [is] 
blind as [he that is] perfect, and blind as the Logrp's 
ſervant ? There is no people on earth js blind and obſtinate 
as the jews; thoſe to whoni 1 have ſent my meſſage : or it 
20 may refer to their prieſts. Seeing many things, but thou 
obſerveſt not; art not affected with them; opening the 
ears, but he heareth not; God's law and wonders he pre- 
21 tended to hear, but did not, The Lord is well pleaſed 
for his righteouſneſs? ſake ; or rather, The Lord took de- 
light in this people for his righteouſneſs ſake ; he will mag- 
22 nify the law, and make [it] honourable.“ But this [1s] 
a people robbed and ſpoiled ; [they are] all of them 
ſnared in holes, and they are hid in priſon houſes : they 
are for 4 prey, and none delivereth; for a ſpoil, and 
none faith, Reftore; tho* they had been puniſhed for their 
23 former ſins, yet they continue perverſe, Who among you 
captives will give ear to this? [who] will hearken, and 
hear for the time to come, ſ% as to take notice of and re. 
24 member it, before further calamities come? Who gave Ja- 
cob for a ſpoil, and Iſrael to the robbers, to the A- 
rians, Chaldeans, and Romans? did not the Lorp, he 
againſt whom we have ſinned ? for they would not walk 
in his ways, neither were they obedient unto his law; 
let none then flatter themſelves with hope of impunity if they 
25 rejeft the Myſfiah. Therefore he hath poured upon him 
the fury of his anger, and the ftrength of battle : and 
it hath ſet him on fire round about, yet he knew not ; 
and it burned him, yet he laid [it] not to heart; 4 
threatening of worſe judgments to the jews in Chriſt's time, 
who ſhould continue unreformed and incorrigible. 


REFLECTIONS. 


t. 5 3 HE coming of Chriſt, and the publication of the 
goſpel, ſhould be matter of univerſal joy and 
praiſe. Let us trace the view here given us of him as the 
Vol. V. W delight 
This may be rendered, He gave them excellent laws, and thereby 


made them honourable ; or, God will magnify his righteouſae/t and law, 
by executing the threatenings of it. 
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delight of God's ſoul; his ſervant, whom he vill protect 


and own; who was furniſhed with the Spirit without mea- 
ſure; as coming on the kindeſt deſign, to reſcue the gen. 
tiles from ignorance, idolatry, and other vices ; eſtabliſhing 
4 kingdom of truth, righteouſneſs, and peace; and ad- 
miniſtering it in the moſt meek, gentle, and gracious man- 
ner. How juſtly are the nations called upon to ſing unto 
the Lord and celebrate his praiſes | Let us bleſs God that 
this goſpel is ſent to us gentiles; and declare his praiſe in 
this highly favoured land. 

2. | here is often the greateſt ignorance and ſtupidity 
found among God's profeſſing people, tho' they enjoy the 
beſt means of knowledge, and even boaſt of them. How 
many among chriſtians may be ſaid, like the unbelieving 
jews, to be blind and deaf; ignorant of the ſcriptures, and 
the way of ſalvation which they teach ; yea, this 1s the caſe 
of ſome, who ſet up for teachers of others, and pretend to 
be perfect in knowledge. Many profeſſing chriſtians wil! 
take no pains to ſcarch and ſtudy the ſcriptures; will not 
retire and reflect upon what they have heard in publick; 
they will not hear for the time to come. Hearing may be ſome 
preſent amuſement to them, but they will not hear ſo as to 
reform their errors, regulate their conduct, and prepare for 
eternity. The greater is their fin and ſhame, and the 
heavier will be their condemnation, for neglecting to im- 
prove ſuch ſignal advantages. 

3. Sin is the cauſe of national calamities, and this ought 
{ſeriouſly to be laid to heart, v. 25, When this is the caſe 
with our own land, is it poſſible there ſhould be any fo 
ſtupid as not to know this, or, knowing it, not to conſider 
that the Lord does it, and that he does it becauſe men are 
di{obedient to his law ? It is fad indeed when men ſuffer 
by publick calamities, and yet will not lay it to heart; will 
not humble themſelves before God, and comply with the 
deſigns of his providence. Let us guard againſt this in- 
ſenſibility of ſpirit, leſt we provoke God to bring upon us 
greater evils, and pour upon us the ſtrength of battle; for 
Who can ſtand in his fight when once he is angry? 


CHAP. 
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C HAP. XLIII. 


= This chapter contains comfortable promiſes that God would not 
| forſake Iſrael as a body; and he renews his expoſtulation with 
them for their ingratitude and neglect of his ſervice. 


I U T now thus faith the Loxp that created thee, O 
Jacob, and he that formed thee, O Iſrael, who made 

thee his own nation, and in the conſtitution of thy governments 
ſhowed thee particular favour, Fear not: for I have re- 
deemed thee, I have called [thee] by thy name; thou 

2 [art] mine. When thou paſſeſt through the waters, I 
{will be] with thee; and through the rivers, they ſtiall 
not overflow thee : when thou walkeſt through the fire, 
thou ſhalt not be burned; neither ſhall the flame 
kindle upon thee ; I will bring thee ſafe thro* the greateſt 

3 dangers and difficulties. For I [am] the Lorp thy God, 
the Holy One of Iſrael, thy Saviour: I gave Egypt 
[for] thy ranſom, I choſe rather that Egypt ſhould be de- 
firoyed than thee, Ethiopia and Seba for thee ; turning 
Sennacherib's army againſt them, rather then let him ruin 

4 Judah. Since thou waſt precious in my fight, i 
thou didſt behave well, thou haſt been honourable, and I 
have loved thee: therefore I will give men for thee, 
and people, other nations, eſpecially the Chaldeans, fox thy 

; life. Fear not: for I [am] with thee : I will bring thy 
© ſeed from the eaſt, and gather thee from the weſt; 1 
will ſay to the north, Give up; and to the ſouth, Keep 
not back: bring my ſons from far, and my daughters 

k from the ends of the earth; hoſe who are diſperſed in 
= 7 Babylon and other countries; [Even] every one | that is] 
called by my name: for I have created him for my 
glory, to manifeſt my glorious attributes, I have formed 

$ him; yea, I have made him. Bring forth the blind 
people that have eyes, and the deaf that have ears, that 

9 ts, let the worſhippers of idols plead their cauſe. Let all the 
nations be gathered together, and let the people be 
aſſembled : who among them can declare this, and 
ſhow us former things ? let them bring forth their wit- 
neſſes, that they may be juſtified: or let them hear, 
W 2 and 
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10 and ſay, [It is] truth, that I am the only God. Ye are] 
my witneſſes, ſaith the Lokb, and my ſervant whom [I 
have choſen ; that is, Chriſt, with his apoſtles, and all the. 
holy prophets: that ye may know and believe me, and 
underſtand that I ſam] he: before me there was no 

11 God formed, neither ſhall there be after me. I, [even] 
I, [am] the Lorxp; and beſides me [there is] no 

12 ſaviour. I have declared, and have ſaved, and I have 
ſhowed, when there was] no ſtrange [god] among you; 
I have proved my ommiſcience by declaring things to come, 
and my omnipotence by ſaving you; and have done all this be- 
fore there was any idolatry in Iſrael, ſo that no ſtrange god 
can have done it for you: therefore oy my witnefles, 

13 faith the Logo, that I [am] God. Yea, before the day 
was, ] Zefore all time, I [am] he; and [there is] none 


that can deliver out of my hand: I will work, and who | 


ſhall let it? = 
14 Thus faith the Lox, your redeemer, the Holy One Mt 
of Iſrael; For your ſake I have ſent, that is, I will ſend, 
to Babylon, and have brought, that is, will bring 
down all their nobles, and the Chaldeans, whoſe cry 
[is] in the ſhips; who glory in the number of their ſhips, 
and their great traffick ; or, whoſe cry will be to their ſhips 
15 to carry them away when the city ſhall be taken, I [aw] 
the Loxp, your Holy One, the creator of Iſrael, your 
16 King. Thus faith the Loxp, which maketh a way in 
17 the ſea, and a path in the mighty waters; Which 
bringeth forth the chariot and horſe, the army and 
the power; they ſhall lie down together, they ſhall not 
riſe: they are extinct, they are quenched as tow; refer- 
ring to their deliverance fram Egypt; your enemies ſhall be 
18 quite deſtroyed, and have no power remaining. Remember 
ye not the former things, neither conſider the things of 
old; the deliverance I am about ts grant is ſo great, that it 
ſhall eclipſe the former and obſcure the memory of them. 
19 Behold, I will do a new thing ; now it ſhall ſpring forth 
ſuddenly ;, ſhall ye not know it? I will even make a way 
20 in the wilderneſs, [and] rivers in the deſert. The beaſt 
of the field ſhall honour me, the dragons and the owls: 
becauſe I give waters in the wilderneſs, [and] rivers ” 
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the deſert, to give drink to my people, my choſen; 
they ſhall have direction and defence where they leaſt expected 
21 it, as Ifrael had in going thro' the wilderneſs, This peo- 
ple have I formed ior myſelf; they ſhall, or they fpruld, 
22 ſhow forth my praiſe. But thou haſt not called upon 
me, O Jacob; but thou haſt been weary of me, O If- 
23 rael. Thou haſt not brought me the ſmall cattle of thy 
burnt offerings ; neither haſt thou honoured m2 with thy 
ſacrifices. I have not cauſed thee to ſerve with an of- 
fering, nor wearied thee with incenſe: I have required 
24 nothing hard or unreaſonable. Thou haſt bought me no 
ſweet cane, or incenſe, with money, neither haſt thou 
filled me with the fat of thy ſacrifices ; the fat of which 
was offered to the Lord, that is, thou haſt neglecled ſacrifices, 
or brought only lean ones : but thou haſt made me to ſerve 
with thy ſins, to undergo à ſort of bondage, and brought a 
reproach upon me and my ſervice, thou haſt wearied me 
with thine iniquities. Let, inſtead of utterly deſtroying thee, 
25 I, [even] I, [am] he that blotteth out thy tranſgreſſions 
for mine own ſake, and will not remember thy ſins; but 
26 obſerve, it is for mine own ſake that I will do this. Put me 
in remembrance : let us plead together: declare thou, 
that thou mayeſt be juſtified; if I have forgotten any of 
thy good deeds, remind me of them, I will do thee full juſtice. 
27 Thy firſt father, % anceſtors, hath finned, and thy teach. 
28 ers have tranſgreſſed againſt me. Therefore I have pro- 
faned the princes of the ſanctuary, and have given Ja- 
cob to the curſe, and Iſrael to reproaches; I have ſuffered 
the Chaldeans to profane, pollute, and deſtroy the prieſts and 
Levites, to overthrow your conſtitution in church and ſtate, 
and make Jjrael a reproach and à proverb among the na- 
lions. 


REFLECTIONS. 


I. O D's preſence with his people is a reaſon againſt 
anxious fears, He often calls upon Iſrael not to 


fear; and promiſes 10 be with them, He may ſee good to 


lead us, as he did Iſrael, thro' the water and fire, that is, 
great and heavy afflictions, that are ready to overwhelm 
W 3 us, 
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us, and in which there is no hope of deliverance; but he 
will be with us. Let us exerciſe faith in his promiſes, fol- 
low his leadings, and truſt in him to deliver. 

2. Our relation to God demands a ſuitable behaviour 
from us. He hath created us as men; formed us as 
Britons, into an excellent conſtitution; redeemed us as 
chriſtians, and ſhown his love by giving his Son for our 
ranſom. And why has he done all this for us, but that we 
might ſhow forth his praiſe ? Let us then do it with our lips 
and by our lives; adore his glorious perfections; proclaim 
them to others; and live as the formed and redeemed of 
the Lord, Let us often recolle& our relation and obliga- 
tions to him, that we may live anſwerable to them, and 
ſhow forth the praiſes of him who hath called us out of darkneſs 


into his marvellous light, 5. 

3. God's ſervice is fo reaſonable and ſo eaſy, that we 
ſhall be ſhamefully criminal and inexcuſable if we negle& it. 
He appeals to Iſrael concerning this. The incenſe and 


ſacrifices he required, were no more than they could very 
well afford, conſidering their plenty and proſperity, Our 
religious rites are fewer and eaſier to be obſerved; therefore 
our conduct will be more reproachful if we negle& them. 
He does not make ſlaves of us by them, nor weary us with 
them; he is ſo good a maſter, his work is ſo reaſonable, 
fo eaſy, and ſo honourable, that if we negle& it and grow 
weary of it, we ſhall be moſt ungrateful to him, and deſtroy 
our own ſouls, Let us therefore not be flothful in bujineſs, 
hut fervent in ſpirit ſerving the Lord. 
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CHAP. XLIV. 


This chapter, beſides promiſing redemption, the effuſion of the 
Spirit, and the ſucceſs of the goſpel, ſets forth in a very ſublime 
manner the ſupreme power and foreknowledge of the one true 
Gd; expoſes the folly and abſurdity of idolatry with admir- 
able force and elegance; and concludes with mentioning the 
future deliverer of the jews expreſsly, by his name Cyrus, near 
two hundred years before he was born, See Ezra i. 2, 
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1 E T now hear, O Jacob, my ſervant, and Iſrael. 
2 whom 1 have choſen: Thus faith the Loxp that 
made thee, and formed thee from the womb, [which] 
will help thee; Fear not, O Jacob, my ſervant; and 
thou, Jeſurun, that is, Iſrael, (fignmiying an upright aud 
holy people, fee Deut. xxxii. 15.) whom I have choſen, 
3 For I will pour water upon him that is thirſty, and 
floods upon the dry ground: I will pour my ſpirit upon 
thy ſeed to cure them of their idolatry, and my bleſſing 
upon thine offspring; all ſpiritual bleſſings under the geſ- 
4 pel: And they ſhall ſpring up [as] among the graſs, as 
willows by the water courſes; 46 plants and herbs do in 
5 green and fruitful meadows. One ſhall ſay, I [am] the 
Loxy's; and another ſhall cail | hamſelf] by the name of 
Jacob; and another ſhall ſubſcribe [with] his hand unto 
the Lox p, and ſurname [ himſelf] by the name of Iſrael 
they ſhall defire to be joined to God's people. While others 
wear the mark of the beaſt on their right hands, (Rev. xii, 
16.) they ſhall mark their hands with the name of Fehvah ; 
an alluſion to a cuſtom among ſoldiers, who ſometimes received 
a mark upon the hand, to ſignify to what commander they 
6 belonged. Thus faith the Lord the king of Iſrael, and 
his redeemer the Lord of hoſts; I [am] the firſt, and 
I ſam] the laſt; and befides me [there is] no God, 
7 And who, as I, ſhall call, and ſhall declare it, and ſet it 
in order for me, fince I appointed the antient people? 
that is, Iſrael; no other nation can trace their Hiſtoty ſo 
kigh ; and the things that are coming, and ſhall come, 
let them ſhow unto them; heathen idols cannot do this, 
therefore I am to be feared, truſted, and worſhipped, and not 
8 they, Fear ye not, neither be afraid: haye not I told 
thee from that time, when ye became my people, and have 
declared [it,] or foretold wwhat-ſbould befal you? ye [are] 
even my witneſſes. Is there a God beſides me? yea, 
{there is] no God; I know not [any.] 
9 They that make a graven image [are] all of them 
vanity z and their delectable things ſhall not profit; and 
they [are] their own witneſſes againſt themſelves; yet 
they ſee not, nor know; ſo that they may be aſhamed, 
as they have juſt cauſe to be of their folly in worſhipping ſuch 
W 4 
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10 ſenſeleſs things, Who hath formed a god, or molten a 
— image [that] is profitable for nothing? who can 
e ſo fools and brutsh as to account that to be a god, which 
11 himſelf has made, and is good for nothing ? Behold, all his 
fellows ſhall be aſhamed ; and the workmen, they [are] 
of men: let them all be gathered together, let them 
ſtand up; yet,] when combined in the greateſt multitude, 
they ſhall fear, ſand] they ſhall be aſhamed together. 
12 The ſmith with the tongs both worketh in the coals, 
and faſhioneth it with hammers, and worketh it with 
the ſtrength of his arms: yea, he is hungry, and his 
ſtrength faileth: he drinketh no water, and is faint; 
the god he is making cannot prevent his being tired with his 
13 work, or give him meat or drink. The carpenter ſtretch- 
eth out [his] rule; he marketh it out with a line; he 
fitteth it with planes, and he marketh it out with the 
compaſs, and maketh it after the figure of a man, accord- 
ing to the beauty of a man, for he knows no nobler creature; 
14 that it may remain in the houſe. He heweth him down 
cedars, and taketh the cypreſs and the oak, which he 
ſtrengtheneth for himſelf among the trees of the foreſt ; 
uſeth ſome art to make it ſtraight and beautiful: he plant- 
eth an aſh, which is of quicker growth, and the rain doth 
nouriſh [it;] thinking it will make the better god becauſe it 
15 1s of his own planting. Then ſhall it be for a man to burn: 
for he will take thereof, and warm himſelf; yea, he kind- 
leth [it,] and baketh bread ; yea, he maketh a god, and 
worſhippeth [it ;] he maketh it a graven image, and fal- 
16 leth down thereto. He burneth part thereof in the fire, 
with part thereof he eateth fleſh ; he roaſteth roaſt, and 
is ſatisfied: yea, he warmeth | himſelf, } and faith, Aha, 
Jam warm, I have ſeen the fire; he puts the other parts 
to the uſes which providence intended, and enjoys the comfort of 
17 them. And the reſidue thereof he maketh a god, [even] 
his graven image: he falleth down unto it, and wor- 
ſhippeth {it,] and prayeth unto it, and faith, Deliver 
18 me; for thou [art] my god. They have not known 
nor underſtood : for he hath ſhut their eyes, that they 
cannot ſee; [and] their hearts, that they cannot under- 
 Mtand;; they will not uſe their underſtanding, and W 
| : | 0 
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19 God gives them up to their deluſions. And none conſider- 
eth in his heart, neither [is there] knowledge nor une 
derſtanding to ſay, I have burnt part of it in the fire; 
yea, alſo I have baked bread upon the coals thereof; I 
have roaſted fleſh, and eaten [it:] and ſhalll make the 
reſidue thereof an abomination ? ſhall I fall down to the 

20 ſtock of a tree? /o deſtitute are they of common ſenſe. He 
feedeth on aſhes; on that which hath no nouriſhment, and 
which diſappoints him : a deceived heart hath turned him 
aſide, prevents him from reaſoning and refletting, that he 
cannot deliver his foul, nor fay, [Is there] not a lie in 
my right hand ? he not only cannot deliver his ſoul from 
this wickedneſs, but he cannot ſee that he 1s cheating himſelf 

and playing the fool. | | 

21 Remember theſe, O Jacob and Iſrael, when you come 
4% live among idolaters; for thou [art] my ſervant: I 
have formed thee; thou [art] my ſervant: O Iſrael, 

22 thou ſhalr not be forgotten of me. I have blotted out, 
as a thick cloud, thy tranſgreſſions, and as a cloud, thy 
fins z that is, as a cloud is diſperſed before the ſun and the 
wind : return unto me; for I have redeemed thee, 

23 Sing, O ye heavens; for the Lord hath done [it:] 
ſhout, ye lower parts of the earth : break forth into 
ſinging, ye mountains, O foreſt, and every tree therein: 
for the Lon hath redeemed Jacob, and glorified him- 
ſelf in Iſrael; let all nature be joyful for the reſtoration of 
Jjrael, and the ſpread of that goſpel, which is dgſigned to turn 

24 men from theſe vanities, Thus faith the Lok, thy re- 
deemer, and he that formed thee from the womb, I 
[am] the Loxp that maketh all [things ;] that ſtretch- 
eth forth the heavens alone; that ſpreadeth abroad the 
earth by myſelf, therefore can ſave thee without any other 

25 god: That fruſtrateth the tokens of the liars, and maketh 
ivmers mad; the magicians and aſtrologers of Babylon, 
duo foretell the laſting felicity of that city and empire; that 
turneth wiſe men] backward, and maketh their know- 

26 ledge fooliſh ; That confirmeth the word of his ſervant, 
and performeth the counſel of his meſſengers ; that ſaith 

to Jeruſalem, Thou ſhalt be inhabited; and to the 
cities of Judah, Ye ſhall be built, and I will raiſe up 
the 


314 IS AI A H. XLIV. 


27 the decayed places thereof: That faith to the deep, Be 
dry, when he delivered Iſrael out of Egypt, and I will dry 
up thy rivers; alluding to the expedient uſed by Cyrus in 
taking Babylon, viz. diverting the river Euphrates from its 


28 channel: That faith of Cyrus, near two hundred years 


before his birth, [He is] my ſhepherd, he ſhall gather my 

people together, and lead them as a ſhepherd doth his flock, 

and ſhall! perform all my pleaſure; t he may have 

different ſchemes, yet he ſhall fulfil my defigns, even ſaying 

to Jeruſalem, Thou ſhalt be built; and to the temple, 
Thy foundation ſhall be laid.“ 


REFLECTIONS. 


I. T* is a very pleaſing thing to ſee young people giving 

themſelves up to the Lord, and joining themſelves 
to his church, What gracious promiſes are thoſe in the 
third, fourth, and fifth verſes ! It bodes well to the happi- 
neſs of the riſing generation, and the ſupport of religion, 
when young perſons take the vows of God upon them ; 
yield themſelves to him, to be entirely and for ever his , 
and unite themſelves to chriſtian churches to walk with 


them in all the ordinances of the Lord. It is a good ſe- 


curity for their future regular behaviour, their uſefulneſs 
and comfort. Let young perſons then be engaged to give 
themſelves to the Lord and to his church; and let all, eſ- 


pecially parents, earneſtly pray for the communications of 


the ſpirit, which are neceſſary to excite them to ſelf dedi · 
cation, and to promote their fruitfulneſs in every good 
work. | 

2. How prone are men to deceive themſelves concerning 
the plaineſt truths and the moſt important concerns! Did 
not ſcripture and common hiſtory confirm the truth of it. 
one would ſcarcely believe, that men could be fo ſtupid and 
brutiſh as to worſhip idols : not that they ſuppoſed them to 
be gods, but they thought they were juſt WY 77 


* Tt would encourage the Iſraelites in Babylon when they heard 


of Cyrus's name, as they did long before his conqueſt of that 


empire. This remarkable prophecy has juſtly engaged the admi- 
ration of heathens, as well as chriſtians, and gives at once a ſtrong 
and ſublime idea of God's omni potence and foreknowledge. 
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God, tho' they had no qualities to anſwer that character; 
or believed they had ſome divine power lodged in them; 
which ſeems to have been the notion of the vulgar ; ſo 
wretchedly ſtupid were men grown. And there are too 
many idolaters yet remaining among us; who worſhip ſilver 
and gold, (for covetouſneſs is idolatry, or who make @ god of 
their belly. They pleaſe themſelves with the expectation of 
happineſs in theſe things; but there is a lie in their right 
hand, and they find nothing ſolid to ſupport their ſouls 
upon. And thus many are alſo deceived in thoſe things in 
which they truſt for ſalvation. We ſhould therefore often 
put this queſtion to ourſelves, * Am not I deceived? is 
this not a lie in my right hand?“ and ſhould beg of God 
to ſearch and try us, and ſpe if there be any evil way in us. 

3. The promiſes and hopes-of pardon demand our 
warmeſt gratitude and joy, What a bleſſing is it to have 
our fins forgiven and blotted out! that cloud, which ſepa- 
rates between God and man, and intercepts the light of his 
countenance, diſperſed ! All nature 1s called upon to rejoice 
in the goſpel promiſes of forgiveneſs; they are the beſt 
tidings to guilty creatures: and if we have any reaſon to be- 
lieve our fins and iniquities are forgiven, our ſouls ſhould for 
ever adore the grace of God, who ts ready to forgive, and 
of Jeſus Chriſt, thro* whoſe blood we receive the remiſſion. 

4. We learn from the whole chapter, what high and 
venerable thoughts we ſhould entertain of the great God. 
We ſhould think ſeriouſly and reverently of him, as the 
eternal Jehovah; the firſt and the laſt; as an omniſcient » 
Being, to whom future contingencies are known. He 
his prophet foretold that Jeruſalem and the temple ſhould 
he deſtroyed; and named Cyrus, as the man that ſhould 
deliver his people, and rebuild his temple. We ſhould alſo [ 
adore him as an almighty Being, who maketh what uſe of : 

rinces he pleaſeth, and can remove every hindrance to the 
execution of his purpoſes. Idols cannot do this, but our 
God can; let us therefore ever fear, reverence, and truſt 
him; for whatever device; there are in the heart of man 
tus counſel ſhall ſtand, and the moſt powerful princes ſhall 
only execute his pleaſure, 

| F 2D CHAP, 
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I | In this chapter we have Cyrus's commiſſion againſt Babylon, and 
| to reflore the jews; an account of his ſucceſs, with ſuitable 
admonitions to the Iſraelites. 


I H US faith the Loxp to his anointed, to Cyrus, 
Is | whoſe right hand I have holden, to ſubdue na- 
It tions before him; or whom I hold faſt by the right hand, 
13 | that I may ſubdue nations before him; and I will Jooſe the 
loins of kings, weaken their power, to open before him 
the two leaved gates; and the gates ſhall not be ſhut, 
that is, the gates of Babylon within the city, leading from 
Iz ſtreets to the river, which were providentially left open 
2 Then he ſurpriſed the city ;, 1 will go before thee, and 
make the crooked places ſtraight ; remove all difficulties 
and obſtruftions : J will break in pieces the gates of braſs,” 
and cut in ſunder the bars of iron: And I will give 
thee the treaſures of darkneſs, and hidden riches of ſecret 
places, the ſecret wealth of princes and people, à that thou 
mayeſt know that I, the Lozp, which call [thee] by 
9 4 thy name, [am] the God of Iſrael. For Jacob my 
60 ſervant's ſake, and Iſrael mine elect, I have even called 
| | | thee by thy name Cyrus : T have ſurnamed thee, my ſbep- 
Q | herd and anointed, though thou haſt not known me, 
5 5 I fam] the Loxp, and there is] none elſe, [there is] 
1 no God beſides me: I girded thee with authority and 
H 6 power _ thou haſt not known me: That they 
may know from the rifing of the ſun, and from the weſt, 
1 that [there is] none beſides me. I [am] the Lozp, 
1 and [there is] none elſe; intimating that the deliverance 
[i of the jews by Cyrus would promote the knowledge of God 
„ f tro 
| | P Babylon had an hundred brazen gates, 
| Cyrus had ſubdued rich Crœſus and other nations before he 
U took Babylon; and that was a moſt wealthy place; the treaſures 
1 which he found there and in Sardis, amounted to one hundred 
and twenty ſix millions two hundred and twenty four thouſand 
unds of our mone 


| | r JostPavs ſays char this N was ſhowed to Cyrus, and 
x that he was much affected with it; he therefore honeſtly acknow- 


ledges, Ezra i. 2. The Lord God of heaven hath given me all 
the kingdoms of the earth, | 


* 
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2 lire many nations, I form the light, and create dark- 
neſs: I make peace, and create evil: I the Log do all 
theſe [things;] I am the ſupreme governor of the natural 

8 and moral world. Drop down, ye heavens, from above, 
and let the ſkies pour down righteouſneſs: let the earth 
open, and let them bring forth ſalvation, and let righ- 
teouſneſs ſpring up together; I the Logp have created 
it; being determined to bring about their ſalvation, all na- 


ture ſhall ſeem to unite in promoting it. I will firſt ſhower 


down righteouſneſs, and then produce ſalvation ;, 1jrael ſhall 

9 firſt be reformed, and then delivered. Woe unto him that 
ftriveth with his Maker; woe i the Babylonians that ſhall 
oppreſs Iſrael, and ftrive againſt Cod; or to the Iſraelites 
that ſhall diſtruſt his power, and will not believe his pro- 
miſes, [Let] the potſherd [ſtrive] with the potſherds 

of the earth, Shall the clay ſay to him that faſhion- 
eth it, What makeſt thou? or thy work, He hath no 
hands? he hath no ability or ſkill, or atis as if he had none. 

10 Woe unto him that faith unto [his] father, What be- 
etteſt thou? or to the woman, What haſt thou brought 
orth ? much more to the great Parent of the univerſe. 

11 Thus faith the Loxp, the Holy One of Ifrael, and his 
Maker, Aſk me of things to come concerning my ſons, 
and concerning the work of my hands command ye me; 
you may humbly enquire concerning theſe things; or rather, 
(as the Seventy) Will you queſtion me, or give me a lau? 

12 I have made the earth, and created man upon it: I, 
[even] my hands have ftretched out the heavens, and 
all their hoſt have I commanded, and therefore I am able 
13 to fulfil my prongs I have raiſed him up in righteouſ- 
_ neſs, and 1 will direct all his ways: he ſhall build my 
city, and he ſhall let go my captives, not for price nor 

x4 reward, faith the Lokb of hoſts. Thus faith the Lorp, 
The labour, or wealth, of Egypt, and merchandiſe of 
Ethiopia, and of the Sabeans, men of ſtature, ſhall 
come over unto thee, and they ſhall be thine: they 
ſhall 


This is deſigned to expoſe the notions of the antient Perſians, 
who held that there were two independent principles or beings, 
the one good, and the other evil, by which all things were 
made, and who were repreſented by light and darkneſs, 
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ſhall come after thee; in chains they ſhall come over, 
and they ſhall fall down unto thee, they ſhall make 
ſupplication unto thee, like ſubmiſſive captives, [ faying, ] 
Surely God [is] in thee; and [there is] none elle ; 

15 [there is] no other God. Verily thou art] a God that 
hideſt thyſelf, O God of Iſrael, the Saviour; % thy 
providence in afflifting and delivering is often dark and myſ- 
terious, yet thou art the God of Iſrael, and the Saviour, 

26 They ſhall be aſhamed, and alſo confounded, all of 
them: they ſhall go to confuſion together ſthat are] 

makers of idols, ho" they unite their attempts to ſupport 
t7 the credit of their deities, But] Iſrael ſhall be ſaved in 
the Logp with an everlaſting ſalvation : ye ſhall not be 
aſhamed nor confounded world without end, to the 

18 ages of eternity. For thus faith the Loxp that created 
the heavens; God himſelf that formed the earth and 
made it; he hath eſtabliſhed it, he created it not in 
vain, he formed it to be inhabited; much leſs then will he 
ſuffer Fudea, his own inheritance, to lie deſolate : I [am} 

19 the Loxp; and [there is] none elſe. I have not ſpoken 
in ſecret, in a dark place of the earth; another proof 
that I am Lord alone, I have revealed my will plainly by 
the law and the prophets; not like the heathen myſteries, that 
were carefully concealed from the vulgar , nor like the oracles 
that were uttered with a hollow, muttering voice from holes 
and caves: I ſaid not unto the feed of Jacob, Seek ye 
me in vain; I anſwered the prayers of my people, which idol 
could not do: I the Lonxp ſpeak righteouſneſs, I declare 
things that are right; my laws are juſt, my anſwers diret?, 
and my promiſes are faithful, but their's are not. 

20 Aſſemble yourſelves and come, ye recovered Jews ; 
draw near together, ye [that are] eſcaped of the na- 
tions : they have no knowledge that ſet up the wood of 
their graven image, and pray unto a god | thay] cannot 

21 ſave, Tell ye, and bring [them] near; yea, let them 
take counſe] together : who hath declared this from 

antient 


t Cyrus, having conquered Egypt and part of Arabia, aſſiſtad 
the 1raelites to rebuild and beautify the temple out of the ſpoils 
of thoſe nations; and many became proſelytes, and were brought 
to acknowledge the only true God, when they ſaw that he appear- 
ed ſo wonderfully for the jews, 
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antient time? [who] hath told it from that time? 

- [have] not I the Lory? and [there is] no God elſe 

beſides me; a juſt God and a Saviour; [there is] none 

beſides me; I them conſult together to produce an in- 

ance of foretelling ſuch future events, and maintain the cauſe 

22 of their idols, Look unto me, and be ye ſaved, all the 

| ends of the earth; ye jews, wherever diſperſed, and ye 

gentiles, when ye hull hear my goſpel: for I [am] God, 

23 and I there is] none elſe. I have ſworn by myſelf, the 

word is gone out of my mouth [in] righteouſneſs, and 

ſhall not return, That unto me every knee ſhall bow, 

every tongue ſhall ſwear, that is, profeſs allegiance: many 

nations ſhall become my worſhippers and ſervants, and at 

length all tlie world, and at the day of the laſt judgment every 

24 creature ſhall be ſubjeft to me, Rom. xiv. 11. Surely, ſhall 

[one] and another, that is, all thoſe that ſhall be convert- 

ed from idolatry, whether jews or gentiles, ſay, In the 

LokD have I righteouſneſs and ſtrength : [even] to him 

- ſhall men, ] that is, Vrael, the church and people of Gad, 

come, and all that are incenſed againſt him ſhall be 

25 aſhamed, In the Loxp ſhall all the ſeed of Iſrael, all 

converted jews and believing gentiles, be juſtified, and 

ſhall glory, hat 7s, be pardoned, and boaſt of their rela- 
tion to him. 


REFLECTIONS. 


t. E ſee the deſign of God in his various diſpenſa- 
tions to the church and world; in his dealings 
with Iſrael and other nations. He can ſet up kingdoms, 
and pull them down; raiſe up Cyrus, from a low begin- 
ning, to conquer great and mighty nations, and to deliver 
Iſrael. The deſign was, to bring Cyrus to know him, and 
the nations round about to acknowledge his ſupremacy and , 
to worſhip him; as well as to cure the jews of their idol- 
atry : and were we as well acquainted with the hiſtory of 
other nations, as with that of Iſrael, we ſhould ſee the 
ſame deſign carried on in the revolutions of ſtates and king- 
doms, and the great events of the world. 
2. We ſee the danger of impatience and murmuring 
under 
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under the febukes of providence, and during the delay of 
mercies. What awful woes are denounced againſt thoſe 
who ſtrive with God who impeach the wiſdom and equity 
of his providence, and fret againſt him] And this is cer- 
tainly very abſurd and impious; for he is a Being of 
almighty power, whoſe counſel ſhall ſtand, and who will do 
all his pleaſure. It is as abſurd, as for the clay to quarrel 
with the potter; and as indecent and wicked, as for a child 
to find fault with his parents, becauſe he was not begotten 
an angel, or of ſuch à particular complection or ſtature. 
Let us guard againſt this diſpoſition, eſpecially in ſeaſons 
of affliction ; remembering, that God is infinitely above us; 
that he makes light and darkneſs, good and evil, and has 
ſet one over againſt the other. Tho' he may ſometimes 
ſeem to hide himſelf, yet he is the God of Iſrael, and the 
Saviour. Let his Iſrael therefore hope in the Lord, from 

this time forth and for ever. | 
3. The hint that is given in v. 18, ſhould raiſe our 
ideas of the grandeur of God's works, and of the number 
of his rational creatures. He created not ihe earth in vain ; 
he formed it to be inhabited; intimating, that if it were not 
inhabited it would have been created in vain, And from 
hence we may fairly argue, that the other planets are in- 
habited by rational creatures as well as ours; tho* we know 
nothing of their particular rank and nature. This appears 
to be a juſt, noble, and delightful thought; and gives us 
a high idea of the greatneſs, magnificence, and goodneſs of 
God. It may be part of the delightful employment of 
good men, when they leave this earth, to travel from world 
to world, to learn more of God's works and creatures, that 
they may for ever love and adore him, t 
4. Let us rejoice that in the Lord we have righteouſneſs and 


firength, and look to him for them. In and thro? the Lord 


Chriſt we chriſtians have them; we Britons, from the ends 
of the earth are invited to look unto Chriſt, and be ſaved; 
to look with an eye of faith and love, and humble confi- 
dence. In him we have righteouſneſs for the pardon of our 
ſins, and the acceptance of our ſervices; ſtrength to over- 
come temptations and to bear afflictions. In him we may 


he juſtified; acquitted from guilt and condemnation; and 


in 
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in him we ought to glory; to triumph in our relation to 
him, and our intereſt in him. To him thefore let our knees 
bow, and our ſouls ſubmit; and let the life we live in the 
fleſh be by the faith of the Son of God, wha loved us and gave 
himſelf for us. 


C HAP. XLVI, XLVII. 


Left the Iſraelites ſhould be led to worſhip the idols of Babylon, 
or fear their power, God here ſhows their vanity, and foretells 
that they ſhould be carried captives. ; "ITY 


I EL boweth down, Nebo ſtoopeth, the favourite 
gods of Babylon," their idols were upon the beaſts, 
and upon the cattle; your carriages [were] heavy load- 
2 en; (they are] a burden to the weary [beaſt.] They 
ſtoop, they bow down together; they could not deliver 
the burden, but themſelves are gone into captivity 
theſe gods ſhall be led away, and, ſo far from delivering their 
worſhippers, ſhall be a grievous weight to the weary beaſts 
3 that carry them. Hearken unto me, O houſe of Jacob, 
and all the remnant of the houſe of Iſrael, which are 
borne [by me] from the belly, which are carried from 
4 the womb: And [even] to [your] old age I [am] he; 
and [even] to hoar hairs will I carry [you:] I have 
made, and I will bear; even I will carry, and will de- 
liver [you;] I formed you into a flate, brought you out of 
Egypt, and protected you; and I will take the ſame care of 
5 oy To whom will ye liken me, and make [me] 
6 equal, and compare me, that we may be like? They 
laviſh gold out of the bag, and weigh filver in the 
balance, [and] hire a goldſmith; and he maketh it a 
7 god * they fall down, yea, they worſhip. They bear 
im upon the ſhoulder, they carry him, and ſet him in 
his place, and he ſtandeth; from his place ſhall he not 
remove : yea, [one] ſhall cry unto him, yet can he not 
Vor. V. X anſwer, 


* Bel ſignifies /ord, and Nebo prophet; they were deified men, 
and the names of their princes were formed out of them, as ' 
Bel-ſhazzar, and Nebo-chadnezzar, &c. | 
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anſwer, nor ſave him out of his trouble.“ Remember 
this, and ſhow yourſelves men: bring [it] again to 
mind, O ye tranſgreſſors, who have been guilty of idolatry. 
Remember the former things of old, what I have done 
for your nation formerly: for T | am] God, and [there is] 
none elſe; [I am] God, and [there is] none hke me, 
Declaring the end from the beginning, foretelling the 
moſt caſual events, and from antient times [the things] 
that are not [yet] done, faying, My counſel ſhall ſtand, 
and I will doall my Renee s Jn have been accompliſhed, 


and others ſhall be ſo, particularly ycur deliveranoe by Cyrus : 


Calling a ravenous bird, or, as it ſhould be tranſlated, an 
eagle, from the eaſt, the man that executeth my counſel 
from a far country, that is, Cyrus, who had an eagle fur 
his enſigu; yea, I have ſpoken [it,] I will alſo bring 
it to paſs; I have purpoſed [it,] I will alſo do it. 
Hearken unto me, ye ſtout hearted, that [are] far from 
righteouſneſs, or deliverance; namely, the flubborn jews, 
who thought that God would not deliver them: I bring 
near my righteouſneſs ; it ſhall not be far off, and my 
ſalvation ſhall not tarry : and I will place ſalvation in 
Zion for Iſrael my glory ; or, as it may be better rendered, 
I will give ſalvation to Sion, and my glory to Iſrael, F will 
prove the truth of my promiſes, and Sion ſhall ſtill be ſaved. 
CRAP. XL VII. Come down, and fit in the duſt, O 
virgin daughter of Babylon, fit on the ground; þbe 
Shall fit on the bare ground, be reduced to the moſt abject 
fate: [there is] no throne, O daughter of the Chal- 
deans : for thou ſhalt no more be called tender and deli- 
cate, Take the milſtones, and grind meal: uncover 
thy locks, make bare the leg, uncover the thigh, pals 
over the rivers; you, that is, the Babylonians, ſhall be 
made ſlaves, ſhall labour at the moſt toilſome work, be 
forced to fly, and wade thro* rivers; all of which muſt be 
very mortifying to thaſe who uſed to ride in flate, and live 
delicately, 


God often reminds them of the inability of idols, becauſe 
they were in great danger of idolatry, 


Cyrop. vii. ſub. init, | 


Babylon had never been taken, and therefore is called 2 
var Sit, 


* 
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3 delicately, Thy nakedneſs ſhall be uncovered, yea, thy 
ſhame ſhall be ſeen: I will take vengeance, and I will 
not meet [thee as] a man, whom thou mayeſt fly from, or 

4 refiſt.* [As for] our redeemer, the Lorp of hoſts [is] 
his name, the Holy One of Iſrael; he will ſpeak comfort 
to Tjrael, and terror to the Chaldeans. A chorus of the jews, 

. in which they break out in the midſt of the prophecy to praiſe 

5 God. Sit thou filent, and get thee into darkneſs, O 
daughter of the Chaldeans : for thou ſhalt no more be 
called, The lady of kingdoms; the largeſt and moſt 

6 powerful empire. I was wroth with my people, I have 
polluted mine inheritance, and given them into thine 
hand: thou didſt ſhow them no mercy ; upon the an- 
tient, or aged, haſt thou very heavily laid thy yoke.* 

7 And thou ſaidſt, I ſhall be a lady for ever: [fo] that 
thou didſt not lay theſe [things] to thy heart, hat is, 
the injuries done to my people, neither didſt remember the 
latter end of it ; the inſtability of human affairs, and the 

8 conſequences of pride and ſelf-confidence. Therefore hear 
now this, thou ¶ that art] given to pleaſures, that dwel- 
leſt careleſsly, that ſayeſt in thine heart, I [am, ] and 
none elſe beſides me; I ſhall not fit [as] a widow, nei- 
ther ſhall I know the loſs of children; I am ſupreme in 

and dominion, and fear no danger: But theſe two 

[things] ſhall come to thee in a moment in one day, the 
loſs of children, and widowhood : they ſhall come upon 
thee in their A for the multitude of thy ſorce- 
ries, [and] for the great abundance of thine enchant- 
10 ments.” For thou haſt truſted in thy wickedneſs: thou 
haſt faid, None ſeeth me, Thy wiſdom and thy know- 
ledge, it hath perverted thee; and thou haſt faid in 
thine heart, I [am, ] and none elſe beſides me; thou 
thoughteſt thy policy ſo deep that it could not be defeated. 
X 2 11 Therefore 


Or, I will ſuffer a man to intercede for thee. Lowrn. 
This prediction is the more remarkable, as there was no 
difference at preſent between Judah and Babylon; they had ſent 
compliments to Hezekiah, which had the « \ Pa of friend · 
ſhip, yet they are here ſpoken of as their molt barbarous enemies. 
When Babylon was beſieged by Darius, they were ſo reſolute 
in holding out, that they deſtroyed all their wives and children 
in 7 day, to cut off all unneceſſary mouths; PID. Con, vol. i. 
p. 188. 
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11 Therefore ſhall evil come upon thee; thou ſhalt not 

know from whence it riſeth: and miſchief ſhall fall upon 

| thee; thou ſhalt not be able to put it off: and deſola- 

tion ſhall come upon thee ſuddenly, [which] thou ſhalt 

not know ; which thou ſhalt neither be aware of, nor know 

how to remedy; and ſo it was, for Cyrus took Babylon at 

12 midnight, in the midſt of their mirth and ſecurity. Stand 

now with thine enchantments, and with the multitude 

of thy ſorceries, wherein thou haſt laboured from thy 

youth; if ſo be thou ſhalt be able to profit, if ſo be thou 

13 mayelt prevail, 20 divert thy calamities. Thou art wearied 

in the multitude of thy counſels, Let now the aſtro- 

logers, the ſtar- gazers, the monthly prognoſticators, who 

pretend to foretell future events by the ſtars and aſpetts of 

heaven, ſtand up, and fave thee from [theſe things] that 

14 ſhall come upon thee. Behold, they ſhall be as ſtubble, 

the fire ſhall burn them; they ſhall not deliver them- 

ſelves from the power of the flame: [there ſhall] not 

[be] a coal to warm at, [nor] fire to fit before it ; they 

ſhall be utterly deſtroyed, like whole magazines of coal burnt 

at once, which muſt give a great heat, but deſtroy the winter 

15 ſtores. Thus ſhall they be unto thee with whom thou 

haſt laboured, [even] thy merchants; from thy youth, 

thy negociators and aſtrologers, and all that contributed to thy 

wealth and grandeur : they ſhall wander every one to his 
quarter, turn to his own buſineſs ; none ſhall fave thee. 


REFLECTIONS 


"5 T H E promiſe to Iſrael, in v. 4. affords abundant 
| comfort to every aged chriſtian, that God will be 
the ſame God to them as ever; will bear, and carry, and 
deliver them, amidſt all their dangers and infirmities. He 
who made them, and has been the guide of their youth, 
will be the ſupport of their old age! It becomes them 
therefore to thank God, and take courage. | 
2, Men never a& like rational creatures till they re- 
nounce their fins, and become the ſervants of God, v. 8. 
It is defirable that men ſhould act as men; uſe their rational 
powers aright, and employ them upon their proper i 
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This would lead them to repentance and amendment of life: 
and by acting as reaſonable creatures, they would ſoon 
become religious ones; but while they are giddy, thought - 
leſs, and inconſiderate, there 1s no hope of them. N 

3. We ſee in the forty ſeventh chapter how ſoon God 
can humble and mortify the molt delicate. What a melan- 
choly change was it to the tender and delicate Babylonians, 
when led captive, and treated as ſlaves, with all the horrors 
of poverty and diſgrace ! how mortifying to thoſe who had 
lived in eaſe and pleaſure! May we be. taught by it to 
guard againſt exceſſive tenderneſs and delicacy, as not 
knowing to what afflictions and hardſhips we may be ap- 
pointed; which will be peculiarly heavy if we have un- 
reaſonably indulged the fleſh, 

4. The almighty power of God makes him a moſt for- 
midable enemy. Thoſe are awful words in v. 3. I will not 
meet thee as a man, from whom thou mighteſt flee, whoſe 
power thou __— reſiſt, or evade his juſtice, or move his 
compaſſion to ſpare thee, See what a fearful thing it is to 
fall into the hands of the living God. While the wicked trem- 
ble to meet him as their judge, let his people rejoice in him 
as their redeemer, — perfections are all engaged for 
their happineſs, 

5. See how ſoon God can ftrip men of all their comforts, 
and learn not to be proud of them. So he did by Baby- 
lon. He can uncover their locks, ſtrip perſons of their 
jewels and ornaments ; of the wealth in which they truſt, 
and in conſequence of which they think they ſhall ſee no 
ſorrow. He can bereave them of their children, and bring 
upon them family diſtreſſes in their perfection. He can 
deprive them of the knowledge which they are proud of, 
and in which they boaſt, Let us lay this to heart ; remem- 
ber the uncertainty of all carthly poſſeſſions, and never be 
_ of them or tix our affections too ſtrongly upon them. 
Let us employ our wealth and abilities for God; confider 
our comforts as his gifts, that we may adore and glorify the 
Giver, Let us never addict ourſelves to pleaſure, nor dwell 
careleſsly, left God take away our comforts; and for all 
theſe things bring us into judgment. 

X 3 CHAP, 


* „ 5 
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CHAP. XLVIII. 


God having by the prophet reproved and threatened the Chaldeans 
— former chapters, here proceeds to ſhow his people their 


I E AR ye this, O houſe of Jacob, which are call. 
ed by the name of Iſrael, and are come forth out 
of the waters of Judah, or, that flow from the fountain of 
udah, his poſterity, which ſwear by the name of the 
Lokp, and make mention of the God of Iſrael, [but] 
2 not in truth, nor in righteouſneſs, For they call them- 
ſelves of the holy city, and ſtay themſelves upon the 
God of Iſrael; rely on their external privileges, but are 
not fincere in their profeſſion; the Loxb of hoſts [1s] his 
3 name. I have declared the former things from the be- 
2 z and they went forth out of my mouth, and I 
owed them; I did [them] ſuddenly, and they came to 
paſs; I foretold future events, and brought them to paſs 
4 unexpettedly, or at the prec/e time. Becauſe I knew that 
thou [art] obſtinate, and thy neck [is] an iron finew, 
which will not bend, and thy brow braſs, which will not 
5 bluſh; wg] e to leave thee without excuſe, I have even 
from the beginning declared [it] to thee; before it 
came to paſs I ſhowed [it] thee: leſt thou ſnhouldſt ſay, 
Mine idol hath done them, and my graven image, and 
6 my molten image hath commanded them. Thou haſt 
heard, ſee all this; and will not ye declare it?] ye have 
heerd my prediions, and ſeen their accompliſhment, and 
will ye not openly acknowledge this? I have ſhowed thee 
new things from this time, even hidden things, and thou 
didſt not know them ; particularly your deliverance by 
7 Cyrus. They are created now, and not from the begin- 
ning; even before the day when thou heardeſt them 
not; leſt thou ſhouldſt fay, Behold, I knew them; / 
have given you new prophecies concerning your captivity and 
deliverance, left you ſhould ſay, My own ſagacity diſcovered 
8 theſc events, Yea, thou heardeſt not; yea, thou kneweſt 
not; yea, from thattime [that] thine ear was not opened; 
or rather, nor was thine ear opened Fold; that is, 10 
wW 


ISAIAH. XLVIIL 327 


waſt not taught theſe things formerly: for I knew that 
thou wouldit deal very treacherouſly, and waſt called a 
tranſgreſſor from the womb; or that, apoſtate, was thy 
name from thy birth ; © thou waſt early given to idolatry, 
9 and haſt retained an affection io it ever ſince, For my 
name's ſake will I defer, or ſuppreſs, mine anger, and 
for my praiſe will T refrain for thee, that I cut thee not 


Ut 10 off, Behold, I have refined thee, but not with filver; 
of but thou art not as fitver, there is yet too much droſs left; 
1e | I have choſen thee in the furnace of afflictiog; by 
t] 11 affiiftions I have made thee more fit for my choice. For 
N- mine own ſake, [even] for mine own ſake, will I do 


it;] t the gods of the heathens ſhould be thought more 
wiſe and powerful than I: for how ſhould [my name] be 
polluted, or bla/phemed ? and I will not give my glory 
unto another, 
12 Hearken unto me, O Jacob and Iſrael, my called; I 
13 an he; I [am] the firſt, I alſo [am] the laſt, Mine 
nd alſo hath laid the foundation of the earth, and m 
right hand hath ſpanned the heavens: [when] I ca 
unto them, they ſtand up together; hey are ready, like 


profit by thy afflitions, which leadeth thee by the way 
;1*2: wg [that] 


n ſervants, to execute my orders, therefore I can deliver thee, 
n 14 All ye 1raelites aſſemble yourſelves, and hear; which 
it among them, which of their gods or oracles, hath declared 
7 theſe things ?] the Lorp hath loved him, hath choſen 
d Cyrus and fitted him for the work: he will do his pleaſure 
t on Babylon, and his arm [ſhall be on] the Chaldeans; 
'e his army, and God's hand with it, ſhall deſtroy them. 
4 15 I, [even] I, have ſpoken; yea, I have called him: I 
8 have brought him, and he ſhall make his way proſ- 
1 16 perous. Come ye near unto me, hear ye this; I have 
y not ſpoken in ſecret from the beginning ; from the 
. time that it was, there [am] I; or, before the time that 
1 this was, I am the eternal God, and ſee every thing before me 
[ in its ſucceſſion : and now the Lord Gov, and his Spirit, 
4 17 hath ſent me his prophet, to foretell theſe things, Thus 
faith the Logy, thy Redeemer, the Holy One of Iſrael; 
I [am] the Lonxp thy God which teacheth thee ta 
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[that] thou ſhouldſt go; that is, leadeth thee out of thy 
18 troubles, O that thou hadſt hearkened to my com- 
mandments ! then had thy peace been as a river, and 
thy righteouſneſs as the waves of the ſea ; thou ſhouldſt 
not have gone into captivity, but a ſucceſſion of bleſſmgs 
ſhould have flowed upon thee one after another ;, thy peace and 
proſperity ſhould have been uninterrupted and abundant : 
19 Thy ſeed alſo had been as the ſand, and the offspring 
of thy bowels like the gravel thereof ; numerous as the 
ſands, or like the fiſhes of the ſea; his name ſhould not 
have been cut off nor deſtroyed from before me; 
whereas now they ſhall be greatly diminiſhed by their calami- 
ties, and few of them ſhall return from Babylon. 
20 Zet, notwithſtanding this, Go ye forth of Babylon, flee 
ye from the Chaldeans, not with Hlence and amazement, 
but with a voice of ſinging declare ye, tell this, utter it 
| [even] to the end of the earth; ſay ye, The Lorp 
21 hath redeemed his ſervant Jacob. And they thirſted 
not [when] he led them through the deſerts : he cauſed 
the waters to flow out of the rock for them: he clave 
the rock alſo, and the waters guſhed out; he will ſup- 
ply them in their return, as he did their fathers in their 
22 journey thro? the wilderneſs. [There is] no peace, faith 
the Loxy unto the wicked; h the wicked ſhare in the 
 Bbliſings of their deliverance, and return with them, yet 
they ſhall have no laſting peace; they will ſtill have reaſon to 
lock upon Ged as their enemy, amidſt all their proſperity. 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. E are here taught the vanity and inſufficiency of 
external privileges, without real piety, The 


jews boaſted of their name, their relation to God and 


Abraham, and the holy city, but not in truth, nor in righ- 
teouſneſs. Thus many among us think it ſufficient to ſalva- 
tion that they are called chriſtians, enjoy many privileges 
above others, belong to the church, and enjoy goſpel or- 
dirances; yea, they mention the name of God and Chriſt, 
and boaſt in them, without truth and righteouſneſs. But 
this is groſs hypocriſy, a high affront to God, and * 

18 
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his name in vain; for no religion is of any avail that is not 


founded on ſincerity. 

2. We ſee the nature and advantage of afflictions. They 
are deſigned to prove and refine the ſufferers, to reform 
them from their vices, to purify their hearts, and increaſe 
their graces. Afflictions are ſometimes the means of be- 
ginning, and often of carrying on, a good work in the 
ſoul; and it ſhould be the deſire of thoſe who are afflicted, 
to get good thereby; and in order to that they ſhould 
earneſtly pray that God would 7each them to profit by his 


chaſtiſements; for he intends them for our profit, that we may 


be partakers of his holineſs. 

3. We ſee the advantage of hearkening to God's com- 
mands; that is, of being attentive to them, ſtudying the 
nature and extent of them, and ſincerely obeying them: 
this is the way to enjoy uninterrupted tranquillity and happi- 
neſs. God is defirous we ſhould do this; O that thou hadſt 


 hearkened to my commandments! v. 18. a high expreſſion of 


his kindneſs to his creatures, and his willingneſs to fave 
ſinners. All that the Lord our God ſays to us, therefore, let us 
hear, and be obedient. 

4. Whatever peace and proſperity any church or nation 
enjoys, there is no peace 10 the wicked; they can never be in 
a ſtate of peace and favour with God, nor can they have 
any ſolid, laſting peace of conſcience, or well grounded 
hope of everlaſting peace. 1 can take no reaſonable 
encouragement from God's promiſes to his people, however 
confidently they may rely upon them. Tho! they are join- 
ed to God's people in appearance, and in external com- 
munion, yet they have no title to their ſpecial privileges. 
But let the wicked for ſake his way, and the unrighteous man his 


thoughts, and turn to the Lord; then peace, and all good, will 
come unto them. 


—— —  — 
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CHAP. XLIx. 


The beginning of this chapter principally relates to Chriſt and the 
covenant of redemption, and the deliverance he ſhould work out 
for the church, as illuſtrated by the deliverance of the jews, 
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I ISTEN, O ues, unto me; and hearken, ye 
people, from far; The Logp hath called me 
from the womb; from the bowels of my mother hath 
he made mention of my name; he hath ſpoken of me by 
Jahn the Baptiſt, and other haly men, as the Saviour of the 
2 world, And he hath made my mouth like a ſharp 
ſword; in the ſhadow, or hollow of his hand hath he 
hid, or defended me, and made me a poliſhed ſhaft; in 
his quiver hath he hid me; referring to the wiſdom and 
eloquence of Chriſt, and the power of his goſpel to penetrate 
3 the hearts of men; And ſaid unto me, Thou [art] my 
ſervant, O Iſrael, in whom J will be glorified, in whom 
Lrael ſball be glorified; or, I will be glorified in Ijrael.* 
4 Then 1 faid, 1 have laboured in vain, I have ſpent my 
ſtrength for nought, and in vain; I have been rejected by 
the jews, and few of them have believed: [yet] ſurely my 
N [18] with the Lokp, and the reward of my 
work with my God. 

And now, faith the Loxp that formed me from the 
womb [to be] his ſervant, to bring Jacob again to him, 
Though Iſrael be not gathered, yet ſhall I be glorious. 
in the eyes of the Logp, God will teſtify his affettion and 
approbation, and my God ſhall be my ſtrength; ke will 

6 carry me thro" all my ſufferings, And he ſaid, It is a light 
thing, comparatively, that thou ſhouldſt be my ſervant to 
raiſe up the tribes of Jacob, and to reſtore the preſerved 
of Iſrael, % all of them ſhould believe and be ſaved: I 
will alſo give thee for a light to the Gentiles, that thou 
mayeſt be my ſalvation, he author and inſtrument” of ſal- 


y vation, unto the end of the earth. Thus faith the 


Lord the redeemer of Iſrael, [and] his Holy One, to 
him whom man deſpiſeth, to him whom the nation ab- 
horreth, to a ſervant of rulers, Pilate and Herod, Kings 
ſhall ſee and ariſe, princes alſo ſhall worſhip, fall ſub- 
mit to him and become chriſtians, becauſe of the Loxp 
that is faithful, [and] the Holy One of Iſrael, and he 
ſhall chooſe thee, and ſo prove that he is faithful to his pro- 

8 miſes, and that thou art his choſen, Thus faith the _ 
| n 


4 Some think Chriſt is called 1fael, as God's ſervant, and the 


repreſentative of the church, 
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In an acceptable time have I heard thee, and in a day 
of ſalvation have I helped thee ; I have heard thy prayer, 
and alſiſted thee in thy work: and J will preſerve thee, 
and give thee for a covenant of the people, 10 be the 
ſurety and mediator of the new covenant, to eſtabliſh the 
earth, to cauſe to inherit the deſolate heritages ; 10 
eſtabliſh good laws, and repair what is decayed by ignorance 
9 and corruption; That thou mayeſt ſay to the ſpiritual 
priſoners, Go forth; to them that [are] in darkneſs, 
Show yourſelves. They ſhall feed in the ways, and 

10 their paſtures [ſhall be] in all high places. They ſhall 
not hunger nor thirſt; neither ſhall the heat nor ſun 
ſmite them : for he that hath mercy on them ſhall lead 
them, even by the ſprings of water ſhall he guide them; 
they ſhall have plenty of the means of grace, and ſecurity and 

11 happineſs under the redeemer's government. And I will 

make all my mountains a way, and my highways ſhall 
be exalted ; the roads which are ſunk and become impaſſable 
ſhall be raiſed and repaired; that is, God will fo order 
things in the courſe of providence, as to help and further the 

12 progreſs of the goſpel. Behold, theſe ſhall come from 
far, from Babylon, which lay eaſt : and, lo, theſe from 
the north and from the weſt; and theſe from the land 
of Sinim, from Peluſium, to the ſouth. * 

13 Sing, O heavens; and be joyful, O earth; and 
break forth into ſinging, O mountains: for the Loxp 
hath comforted his people, and will have mercy upon 
his afflicted ; let the whole creation rejoice in the 22 

14 of this event. But Zion ſaid, The Loxp hath forſaken 
me, and my Loxp hath forgotten me. The language of 
the jews in captivity; as if they had ſaid, what hope can 
we have of ſuch a time, when at preſent we are ſo aſflicted 

15 and funk? God graciouſly anſwers, Can a woman forget 
her ſucking child, that ſhe ſhould not have compaſſion 
on the ſon of her womb ? yea, they may forget; à re- 
markable change of perſons, they may forget, ſome, yea, many 

16 may, yet will J not forget thee. Behold, I have graven 
thee upon the palms o os hands; the thoughts of thee 


are as familiar to my mind, as if thy name was written 
| there; 
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there; thy broken walls are] continually before me, 
17 Thy children, or elders, ſhall make haſte to return home, 
and build thee up again; thy deſtroyers and they that 
made thee waſte ſhall go forth of thee, be driven far 
18 away, ſce v. 19. Lift up thine eyes round about, and 
behold : all theſe gather themſelves together, [and] 
come to thee. [As] I live, faith the Lok p, thou ſhalt 
farely clothe thee with them all, as with an ornament, 
and bind them [on thee, ] as a bride [doeth :] mothers 
confider their 'children as their greateſt ornaments, ſo the 
purity and piety” of chriſtians ſhall be an ornament to the 
19 church. For thy waſte and thy deſolate places, and the 
land of thy deſtruction, ſhall even now be too narrow 
by reaſon of the inhabitants, and they that ſwallowed 


20 thee up ſhall be far away, The children which thou 


ſhalt have, after thou haſt loſt the other, hall ſay again 
in thine ears, The place [is] too ſtrait for me: give 


21 place to me that I may dwell. Then ſhalt thou fay in 


thine heart, Who hath begotten me theſe, ſeeing I 
have loſt my children, and am deſolate, a captive, and 
removing to and fro? and who hath brought up theſe 
and educated them, ſo that they come with diſpoſitions to be 
the beauty, firength, and glory of the church? Behold, I 
22 was left alone; theſe, where [had] they [been?] Thus 
faith the Lord Gop, Behold, I will lift up mine hand 
to the Gentiles, I will beckon them, and they ſhall come, 
and ſet up my ſtandard to the people: and they ſhall 
bring thy ſons in [their] arms, and thy young daughters 
ſhall be carried upon [their] ſhoulders ; hey and their 
children ſhall. eagerly come, and be joined to the church, 


23 And kings ſhall be thy nurſing fathers, and their 


queens thy nurſing mothers ; hey ſhall become good them- 
5 ſelves, 


2 This alludes to a cuſtom in the eaſt of inſcribing the names 


of the dead, or of abſent friends, or their native country, by 
ſome indelible mark on their hands or arms, Thus the pilgrims 
that went to the holy ſepulchre had themſelves marked; and this 
art is practiſed by travelling jews all over the world at this day. 

# The following verſes are generally interpreted of the jews; 
but their land was never ſo populous after the captivity as be- 
fore; they had not the whole land of Canaan, as in Solomon's 
time. 1 therefore think it refers to the acceſſion of gentile con» 
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ſelves, and be the protectors of religion and liberty: they 
ſhall bow down to thee with [their] face toward the 
earth, and lick up the duſt of thy fest; they ſhall d 
honour and pay deference to the church of Chriſt; and thou 
ſhalt know that I [am] the LoD: for they ſhall not be 
aſhamed that wait for me. 

24 Shall the prey be taken from the mighty, or the 
lawful captive delivered? An objefion made by the jews to 
their deliverance from captivity, without being ranſomed or 

25 exchanged. To which God anſwers, But thus ſaith the 
Lord, Even the captives of the mighty ſhall be taken 
away, and the prey of the terrible ſhall be delivered : 
for 1 will contend with him that contendeth with thee, 
and I will fave thy children; my almighty power ſhall 

26 effeft tis. And I will feed them that opprels thee 
with their own fleſh ; and they ſhall be drunken with 
their own blood, as with ſweet wine; the nations that 
join with Babylon ſhall contend with and deſtroy one ano- 
ther:* and I the Logp [am] thy Saviour and thy Re- 
deemer, the mighty One of Jacob, 


REF L EC:T IONS. 


1. 7 E have great reaſon to rejoice in Chriſt's com- 


miſſion to ſave the gentiles. This ſublime 

deſcription is addreſſed to us of theſe iſles, for to us is the 
word of his ſalvation ſent. This great and populous nation is 
become chriſtian; has been enlightened by the fun of righ- 
teouſneſs; we enjoy plenty of the means of grace, and are 
directed in the way to eternal life. Let us then adore the 
grace that has been afforded us, and ſay, as in v. 13. Sing, 
O heavens, and be joyful, O earth ;, and break forth into ſinging, 
O mountains: for the Lord hath comforted his people, and will 
have mercy upon his afflicted. | | 
2, It is no new thing for faithful miniſters to complain of 
their want of ſucceſs, They labour, take pains, and are 
diligent in their work, ſpend their health and ſtrength in 
endeavouring 

8 Cyrus conquered ſome countries which were in alliance with 


the Chaldeans, and then made uſe of their ſoldiers in his attack 
upon Babylon, | 


334 ISAIAH. XLIX. 


endeavouring to do good; yet little good is done. It is 4 
moſt diſcouraging circumſtance; but it was the caſe with 
our maſter, tho* never man ſpake as he did; and this is our 
encouragement, as it was his, that our work is with the Lord, 
and our reward with our God: He will not forget it; but 
will proportion his reward, not to our ſucceſs, but to our 
fidelity. 

3. Now is the accepted time, now is the day of ſalvation, 
This is the apoſtle's remark on v. 8. See 2 Cor. vi. 2. 
God heard and aſſiſted his Son, that he might execute his 
work, and preach reconciliation. Therefore, while the 


goſpel ſounds in our ears is the time when we may be ac- 
cepted, and the day when we may be ſaved. Let us there- 


fore attend to it; for when our time on earth ends, there 


is no other accepted time, no other day of ſalvation, To 
day therefore if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts. 

4. Let us admire and truſt in the compaſſion of God to 
his people in their diſtreſſes. That is a moſt beautiful, 
tender, and delightful image in v. 14. It is next to im- 
poſſible that a woman ſhould forget her ſucking child, or 
even the ſon of her womb; tho? ſhe is more likely to for- 
get the child ſhe bore, than the child ſhe ſuckles. But 
they may forget; mothers may prove monſters, and be un- 
natural to their children; as thoſe are who wickedly deftroy 
them, or even ſend them to be fuckled by ſtrangers when 
they are able to do it themſelves. But God will not for- 
get his church in its loweſt diſtreſs, nor his people, tho” 
they may ſometimes, thro* long affliftion, be ready to 
deſpair, | | 

5. Let us encourage ourſelves to expect the continuance 
and enlargement of the church. There are many delight- 
ful promiſes in this chapter, of its ſpread among the gen- 
tiles, of kings becoming holy and zealous, and of numerous 
converts being added to it. Let this excite our prayers for 
the propagation of the gofpel, and our thankfulneſs when 
any are added to the church, and eſpecially thoſe that are 
a peculiar ornament and credit to it, Tho* many difficul- 
ties ſeem to lie in the way, an almighty God has engaged 
that they ſhall be ſurmounted; and therefore hey ſhall not be 


aſbamed that wait for him, 
J CHAP. 
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This chapter is a vindicatian of God's dealings with his people; 
and concludes with an exhortation to truſt in God and not in 
ourſelves. 


I H US faith the Lorp, O ye captives, Where [is] 

the bill of your mother's divorcement, whom I 

have put away? repreſenting the jewiſh church as their 
mother, and alluding to the power which huſbands had to 
put away their wives, God enquires for the bill of divorce, 

in which the reaſons would appear why they were rejetted : 

or which of my creditors [is it] to whom I have ſold 
you? Au allufion to perſons when oppreſſed with debt ſelling 
themſelves, or their children, to their creditors, as was fre- 
quently done among the jews, ſee 2 Kings iv. 1. and Matt. 
XVili, 25. but this, ſays God, cannot be my caſe; ] am not 
urged by any ſuch neceſſity ; I am not in debt to the Chaldeans 

or Romans. Behold, for your iniquities have ye fold 

- yourſelves, and for your tranſgreſſions is your mother 
put my 3 you ſold yourſelves for the gratification of your 
luſts, and were put away for your own folly and wickedneſs. 

2 Wherefore, when I came, [was there] no man? when 
J called, [was there] none to anſwer? if it were not o, 
why did you refuſe my offers, and deſpiſe and abuſe my ne/- 
ſengers, eſpecially my own Son? Is my hand ſhortened at 
all, that it cannot redeem ? or have I no power to de- 
ver ? behold, at my rebuke I dry up the ſea, I make 
the rivers a wilderneſs: their fiſh ſtinketh, becauſe 
[there is] no water, and dieth for thirſt; I have the 
fame power as I ever had, therefore it was not owing to me 
3 that you were not delivered, but to your fins. I clothe the 
heavens with blackneſs, and I make ſackeloth their co- 
vering; à reference to the Egyptian darkneſs, Exod. x. 21. 
The Meſſiah is then introduced as ſpeaking in his own name. 

4 The Lord Gop hath given me the tongue of the 
learned, that I ſhould know how to ſpeak a word in ſea- 
ſon to ſhim that is] weary : he wakeneth morning by 
morning: he wakeneth mine ear to hear as the learned; 
er rather, as learners or ſcholars; (an alluſion to a gs 
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calling up lis ſcholars and ſervants in the morning; ) as if ft 
had ſaid, Cod reveals his will to me, and gives me ability to 
inſtruct and comfort the affliffed. The Lord God hath 
opened mine ear, and 1 was not rebellious, neither 
turned away back; ke hath inſtructed me in the diſcharge 
of my office, given me to underſtand why I mult ſuffer ; and 
I was willing to do what he required. I gave my back to 
the {miters, and my cheeks to them that plucked off the 
hair: I hid not my face from ſhame and ſpitting.“ For 
the Lord Gop will help me; therefore ſhall I not be 
confounded z not be overborne by my enemies, nor diſap- 
pointed in my work and of my hope : therefore have I ſet 
my face like a flint, I am bold and courageous, and I 
know that I ſhall not be aſhamed. [He is] near that 
juſtitieth me; God is at hand to vindicate my innocence z 
who will contend with me? let us ſtand together: who 
[is] mine adverſary ? let him come near to me; [ 


9 challenge him to a judicial proceſs." Behold, the Lord 


IO 


11 


Gop will help me; who [1s] he [that] ſhall condemn 
me? lo, they all ſhall wax old as a garment ; the moth 
ſhall eat them up; Herod, Pilate, and the wicked jews, the 
perſecutors of Chriſt, ſhall be deſtroyed. The following verſe 
is adareſſed to every humble chriſtian. | 

Who [1s] among you that feareth the Logo, that 
obeyeth the voice of his ſervant, that walketh [in] 
darkneſs, and hath no light? % he ſuffers hardſbips, 
and is exerciſed with affliftions, and doubts, and fears, let 
him truſt in the name of the Lorp, and ſtay. upon his 
God; upon the gooaneſs of God, and his faithfulneſs to his 
covenant, On the other hand, confuſion and deſtruttion are 
threatened to proud ſinners. Behold, all ye that kindle a 
fire, that compaſs [yourſelves] about with ſparks : 
walk in the light of your fire, and in the ſparks [that] 
ye have kindled. This ſhall ye have of mine hand; ye 
ſhall lie down in ſorrow, an alluſion to à benighted travel- 
ler, who lights a little fire to warm himſelf by, and thereat 

| 1 


kindies 


> Theſe great indignities Chriſt ſuffered patiently, Luke xvili. 


2. Mart. Xiv. 65. xv. 19. 
his was literally fulfilled in Chriſt, who by ſigns and won- 


ders, and a voice from heaven, and eſpecially by his reſurrection 
from the dead, was vindicated from all accuſations, 
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kindles a torch to proceed on his journey; but it goes out, 
leaves him in darkneſs, and expoſed to many dangers ; ſo 
thoſe who ſeek their happineſs in worldly comforts, and ne- 
gle God, or truſt in the merits of their own righteouſneſs, 
ſhall be diſappointed. 


REFLECTIONS 


J. E are here taught that it is men's own fin that 

W undoes them. This the jews are reminded of 
in the beginning of the chapter; their own iniquities 
brought their calamities upon them. When ſinners are 
deſtroyed by acts of divine juſtice, it is owing to their own 
wickedneſs. God takes no pleaſure in their deſtruction; 
he is as ready to pity and help as ever he was: but if wes 
will not regard the meſſage of his Son, and comply wi 
the demands of his goſpel, their deſtruction will be upon 
their own heads; they might have been ſaved, but would 
not. 

2. It is the duty of chriſtians, like their Maſter, to be 
willing to learn and to ſuffer, It is eſpecially the duty of 
miniſters to ſeek of God the tongue of the learned; that 
rich experience of divine things, and ability to ſpeak com- 
fortably to mourning ſouls, which is a better qualification 
than the largeſt ſtore of human learning and philoſophy. 
Loet chriſtians in private ſtations of life learn from their 
Maſter to apply their minds to underſtand divine things, 
and the will of God; to read his word, and attend upon 
his miniſters, as men awake, and willing to learn, ſhaking 
off drowſineſs, and taking pains to underſtand and remem- 
ber. And let us earneſtly pray againſt a drowſy, diſtracted 
mind; and that God would awaken us and keep us atten- 
tive. So likewiſe we ſhould be willing to ſuffer whatever 
providence calls us to; ſetting our faces like a flint, as Chriſt 
did; being bold, reſolute, and undaunted in the work of 
religion; and by divine help we ſhall not be borne down 
by oppoſition, but God will juſtify and accept us. The 
apoſtle probably refers to verſe 8, when he ſays, (Rom. 
viii. 32.) Who ſball lay any thing to the charge of God's Elett? 
is God that juſtifieth, who is he that condenmeth ? 

Vor. V. * 3. Let 
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3. Let us carefully obſerve the difference between a 
humble truſting in God, and a vain confidence in ourſelves. 
Thoſe who fear God, and obey the voice of Chriſt, his 
ſervant, and who comply with the terms of his goſpel, may 
walk in darkneſs and have no light; they may have many 
doubts and fears, and want ſpiritual peace and joy. But 


let them truſt in a good and faithful God, and he will at 


length reſtore them to light and joy, which ſhall endure for 
ever. On the other hand, thoſe who walk in the light of 
their own fire, ſeek their happineſs in earthly things, truſt 
to their own righteouſneſs, or ſome ſudden flaſhes of zeal 
and affection, may amuſe themſelves for a while, and ſeem 
full of light, hope, and N but will ſoon lie down in ſorrow. 


The darkeſt ſtate of a faint is therefore infinitely preferable 
to the brighteſt ſtate of a ſinner. 


PRI — 


. 


The deſign of this chapter is to encourage the jewiſh captives to 


truſt in God's promiſes ; eſpecially in thoſe relating to Chriſt ; 
aſſuring them that he would pity their miſery and help them; 
having given ſufficient proofs of his power in his former deal- 
ings with that nation. | | 
I EARKEN to me, ye that follow after righ- 
teouſneſs, ye that ſeek the Lorp: look unto 
the rock [whence] ye are hewn, and to the hole of the 
pit [whence] ye are digged ; remember your ſmall begin- 
2 ning and low eftate, Look unto Abraham your father, 
and unto Sarah [that] bare you : for I called him alone, 
when a ſingle perſon, who had no family, and bleſſed him, 
and increaſed him; therefore am able to do great things 


3 for you ſtill, For the Lorp ſhall comfort Zion: 


he will comfort all her waſte places; and he will 
make her wilderneſs like Eden, and her deſert like 
the garden of the Lox D; joy and gladneſs ſhall be 
found therein, thankſgiving, and the voice of melody. 
4 Hearken unto me, my people, and give ear unto me, 
O my nation, or, O ye nations, that is, ye gentiles: for 
a law ſhall proceed from me, and 1 will make my 


judg- 
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judgment to reſt, or rather, to break forth for a light of 

5 the people. My righteouſneſs [is] near : my falvation 

is gone forth, the time is at hand when I will perform my 
Promiſes, and mine arms, that is, my power, ſhall judge 
the people: the iſles ſhall wait upon me, and on mine 
arm ſhall they truſt ; I will reward my faithful ſubjects, 

6 and puniſh my enemies. Lift up your eyes to the heav- 
ens, and look upon the earth beneath : for the heav- 
ens ſhall vaniſh away like ſmoak, and the earth ſhall 
wax old like a garment, and they that dwell therein ſhall 
die in like manner : but my falvation ſhall be for ever, 
and my righteouſneſs ſhall not be aboliſhed. 

7 Hearken unto me, ye that know righteouſneſs, the 
people in whoſe heart [is] my law, who love it and 
obey it; fear ye not the reproach of men, of wretched 

$ men, neither be ye afraid of their revilings. For the 
moth ſhall eat them up like a garment, and the worm 
ſhall eat them like — or, a woollen garment : but my 
righteouſneſs ſhall be for ever, and my ſalvation from 
generation to generation. 

9 Awake, awake, put on ſtrength, O arm of the 
Long; awake, as in the antient days, in the genera- 
tions of old. [Art] thou not it that hath cut Rahab, 
that is, Egypt, [and] wounded the dragon, that is, de- 

10 firoyed Pharaoh? Too. thou not it which hath dried the 
ſea, the waters of the great deep; that hath made the 
depths of the ſea a way for the ranſomed to paſs over? 

11 (Exod. xiv. 21.) Therefore the redeemed of the Logp 
ſhall return, and come with finging unto Zion; and 
everlaſting joy [ſhall be] upon their head: they ſhall 
obtain gladneſs and joy; [and] ſorrow and mourning 
ſhall flee away; the captives ſhall return to Canaan, and 
a church of God be gathered out of jews and gentiles. 

12 Il, [even] I, [am] he that comforteth you : who 
[art] thou, that thou ſhouldſt be afraid of a man [that] 
ſhall die, and of the ſon of man [which] ſhall be made 

13 [as] graſs; And forgetteſt the Loxp thy maker, that 
hath ftretched forth the heavens, and laid the founda- 
tions of the earth; and haſt feared continually every 


day becauſe of the fury of the oppreſſor, as if he were 
21 ready 
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ready to deſtroy ? and where [is] the fury of the op- 
preſſor? it is ineffeftual, vaniſhed, and gone at once. 

14 The captive exile haſteneth that he may be looſed, and 
that he ſhould not die in the pit, nor that his bread 
ſhould fail; ke ſhall quickly be looſed, and not die; neither 

15 ſhall his bread fail: and the reaſon follows, But I [am] 
the Loxp thy God, that divided the ſea, whoſe waves 

16 roared: The Lorp of hoſts ſis] his name. And I 
have put my words in thy mouth, and I have covered 
thee in the ſhadow of mine hand, that I may plant the 
heavens, and lay the foundations of the earth, and ſay 
unto Zion, Thou [art] my people; that I may diſperſe 
the clouds which hinder the light of the ſun, moon, and ſtars, 
or even produce new conſtellations, or a new world, Grand 
and beautiful figures, to expreſs a wonderful ſcene opening, 
and great proſperity to be reſtored ! 

17 Awake, awake, ſtand up, O Jeruſalem, which haſt 
drunk at the hand of the Logp the cup of his fury; 
thou haſt drunken the dregs, the moft bitter and nauſeous 
part, of the cup of trembling, [and] wrung [them] 

15 out. [There is] none to guide her among all the ſons 
[whom] ſhe hath brought forth : neither [1s there any ] 
that taketh her by the hand of all the ſons [that] ſhe 
hath brought up; no human power can reſtore her proſ- 

19 perity, Theſe two things] are come unto thee; who 
ſhall be ſorry for thee? deſolation, and deſtruction, 
and the famine, and the ſword ; that is, deſolation by 
famine, and deſtruftion by the ſword: by whom ſhall I 
comfort thee ? who ſhall lament for thee in ach pathetic 

20 flrains as thy caſe requires ? Thy ſons have fainted, they 
lie at the head of all the ſtreets, as a wild bull in a net: 
they are full of the fury of the Lorp, the rebuke of 
thy God; they are languiſbing, and yet are quite furious 
and deſperate, as was the caſe when the city was taken and 

21 deſtroyed. Therefore hear now this, thou afflicted, and 

22 drunken, but not with wine : Thus faith thy Lord the 
Loxp, and thy God [that] pleadeth the cauſe of his 
people, Behold, I have taken out of thine hand the 
cup of trembling, [even] the dregs of the cup of my 


fury; thou ſhalt no more drink it again; hou ſhalt 
arink 
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23 drink of it no longer: But I will put it into the hand of 
3 "3 ; | 
them that afflict thee; which have faid to thy foul, 
Bow down, that we may go over: and thou halt laid 
thy body as the ground, and as the ſtreet, to them that 
vent over; it ſhall be given to the Chaldeans, who tvraunized 
over thee, oppreſſed thy conſcience, and to whoſe infuits thou 
haſt too tamely ſubmitted. 


REFLECTIONS. 


I, E are taught how uſeful it is to look back, and 
contemplate our original, v. 1. Weare born 
of the duſt, (what an humble origin!) are in a feeble, 
helpleſs ſtate, deſcended from degenerate parents, and have 
many corruptions and ſinful propenſities. Let us often 
think of this, that we may be humble, adore the divine 
goodneſs in our formation and preſervation, and eſpecially 
his love to ſuch mean and ſinful creatures in their redemp- 
tion; that we may draw encouragement from hence to truſt 
in him to fulfil all his promiſes, whatever difficulties may 
be in the way. 

2, We ſee the character and happineſs of God's people, 
v. 7, 8. They know righteouſneſs, have their minds en- 
lightened, underſtand what is good, and what the will of 
the Lord is; they have his law in their hearts; take pains 
to ſtudy and remember it, to feel its power, and obey its 
commands. They may be reproached and reviled, even 
for their piety and ſtedfaſtneſs; but theſe-reproaches are not 
to be regarded. God will defend his cauſe, and thoſe who 
adhere to it; it ſhall proſper, and they ſhall be happy; 
while ſcoffers and revilers ſhall waſte away, and be covered 
with everlaſting ſhame and reproach, 

3. We ſhould learn, from former experiences of God's 
power and goodneſs, to truſt in him for futurity, as they 
are a great encouragement to our faith. God often reminds 
his people of this; and particularly in this chapter. It 
ſhows the advantage of ſcripture hiſtories, and the impor- 
tance of recording paſt appearances of providence for us, 
It would encourage our prayers in ſeaſons of danger, and 
tend to filence that fear of man which bringeth a ſnare, 
which is often groundleſs, and always unbecoming. Our 

#3 remem- 
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remembering the power, faithfulneſs, and goodneſs of Gad, 


would prevent any inordinate fear of what frail, dying man 
can do unto us. Let us then think leſs highly of man, 
_ more highly of God, if we deſire to be eaſy and 

9 ſee that God eaſily can, and at length certainly 
will, change the afflicted condition of his people. He is 
the Lord, and their covenant God; who will plead their 
cauſe, vindicate their character, confound their enemies, 
and ſhow that his cauſe was a righteous one. He may put 
a cup of affliction into their hands, and it becomes them to 
drink it with all ſubmiſſion; ſenſible, that tho? it is nat 
pleaſant, it is wholeſome, and will be exchanged for a cup 
of — But thoſe who are enemies to God's ways and 


people, ſhall drink the very dregs, and have no alleviation 
of their miſery. | 
S — —— ͤ — 
CHAP, LII. 


This chapter refers to the happy change made in the ſtate of the 
jews by their return from their captivity, as illuſtrating the 
more important deliverance by the goſpel. 

1 WAKE, awake; put on thy ſtrength, O Zion; 
put on thy beautiful garments, O Jeruſalem, 

the holy city; reſume thy former ſtrength and dignity : for 
henceforth there ſhall no more come into thee the un- 
circumciſed and the unclean ; here Hall be no more idol. 

2 atry within thee. Shake thyſelf from the duſt, where 
thou haſt ſat as a mourner; ariſe, [and] fit down o 1/y 
throne, © Jeruſalem : looſe thyſelf from the bands of 
thy neck, O captive daughter of Zion; take all prudent 
methods to recover thy liberty, and gain the favour of thy 

3 conquerors. For thus faith the -Logp, Ye have ſold 
yourſelves for nought; you have parted with your liberty 
only to enjoy your fins, and have got nothing by it; and ye 
ſhall be redeemed without money; Cyrus ſhall deliver 
4 you freely, For thus faith the Lord Gop, My people 
went down aforetime into Egypt to ſojourn there; and 
the Aſſyrian oppreſſed them without cauſe, and 7 ” 

| livere 
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5 livered them from both. Now therefore what have 1 
here, faith the Logo, that my people is taken away for 
nought? what claim have the Chaldeans to keep my people 
in bondage, whom they have taken away without cauſe ? 
they that rule over them make them to howl, faith the 
Loxp; and my name continually every day is] blaſ- 
phemed ; they are cruelly uſed, and God is blaſphemed, as 

6 if he had caſt them off, or was unable to help them. There- 
fore my people ſhall know my name, my power, therefore 

they ſhall know] in that day that I [am] he that doth 
peak : behold, [it is] I, who am come to fulfil my pro- 
miſe. 


him that bringeth good tidings, that publiſheth peace; 
that bringeth good tidings of good, that publiſneth ſal- 
vation; meaning the meſſengers that come from Babylon to 
bring the news of deliverance ; that ſaith unto Zion, Thy 
God reigneth | his providence and care of his church now 
8 appear in performing his promiſes. Thy watchmen ſhall 
lift up the voice; with the voice together ſhall they 
ſing; the watchmen, ſeeing the meſſengers coming at a 
diſtance, ſhall begin a ſong of joy and praiſe : for they ſhall 
ee eye to eye, when the Log ſhall bring again Zion; 
they ſhall ſee face to face, that is, clearly and evidently ſee his 
favour returning, and their glory dawning. 
9 Break forth into joy, fing together, ye waſte places 
of Jeruſalem : for the Lord hath comforted his peo- 
10 ple, he hath redeemed Jeruſalem. The Loap bath 
made bare his holy arm in the eyes of all the nations ; 
and all the ends of the earth ſhall ſee the ſalvation of 
our God; his power and holineſs in their deliverance from 
Babylon, ſhall be an emblem of, and ſerve to introduce the 
11 great ſalvation by Feſus Chriſt, Depart ye, depart ye, 
go ye out from thence, touch no unclean [thing;] go 
ye out of the midſt of her; go out of Babylon, cleanſe 
yourſelves from idolatrous defilements and ceremonial pollu- 
tions; bring no idolatrous practices out of Babylon, as ye did 
out of Egypt; be ye clean, that bear the veſſels of the 
Loap; ye prieſts, that bear the holy veſſels which Cyrus 
reſtored. Ye ſhall have time to cleanſe yourſelves, For ye 
2 - ſhall 


12 


7 How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of \ 
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ſhall not go out with haſte, as ye did out of Egypt, in a 
diſſident, diſtruſiful manner, nor go by flight: for the 
Lok will go before you; and the God of Iſrael [will 
be] your rereward; he will defend you from enemies before 
and behind. 

13 Behold, my ſervant ſhall deal prudently, he ſball con- 
dutt himſelf in his office with integrity and wiſdom, he ſhall 
be exalted and extolled, and be very high; men and 

T4 angels fhall admire him, and God ſhall exalt him. As 
many were aſtoniſhed at thee; * his viſage was ſo marr- 

ed more than any man, and his form more than the 
ſons of men; they were aſtoniſhed to ſee ſuch an alteration 
made in his countenance by his ſorrows and ſufferings, and 
ſuch a change in his circumſtances between the multitude fol- 

15 lowing him in triumph, and his being crucified. So ſhall 
he ſprinkle many nations, by his blood, his word, and 
ſpirit, and the ordinance of baptiſm; the kings ſhall ſhut 
their mouths at him; ſhall attend to his dofirine in an 
humble, reverent manner: for [that] which had not been 
told them ſhall they ſee; and ſthat] which they had 
not heard ſhall they confider ; that is, his heavenly doc- 
trine, ſuch as human reaſon could not diſcover. This ig 
applied in Rom. xv. 2 1. to the goſpel. 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. W E ſee how the glad tidings of ſalvation ſnould 
| be received. The goſpel brings us neus of a 
greater deliverance than that of the jews from Babylon; a 
deliverance from the captivity of fin and Satan; a meſſage 
of peace with God, and the proſpect of eternal life. We 
now ſee heavenly truths clearly, and enjoy the favour of 
God. Hiow thankfully then ſhould theſe glad tidings be 
received, and how welcome ſhould chriftian miniſters be 
who publiſh them! Rom. x. 15. How beautiful are the feet 
of them that preach the goſpel of peace, and bring glad tidings 7 
$99 
i Here another ſection begins, which contains a glorious pro- 
phecy of Chriſt, to the end of the next chapter; this diviſion 
ſpoils the beauty and ſenſe of the prophecy. 


* Or, at him, as the Syrian, Chaldee, and Vulgate yerfions 
render it. 
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good things! They ſhould be efteemed highly in love for their 
work*s ſake ; and we ſhould earneſtly pray that they may be 
ſpread over the whole world, hat all the ends of the earth 
may ſee the ſalvation of the Lord. 

2. We ſee what is neceſſary to our being partakers of 
this ſalvation. We muſt rouſe and exert ourſelves, put 
on our ſtrength, endeavour to break the chains of fin, and 
regain our liberty. The ſame exhortation is addreſſed to 
us that was to Iſrael, 2 Cor. vi. 17. Come out from among 
them, and be ye ſeparate, ſaith the Lord : touch not the unclean 
thing, and I will receive jou: have no communion with the un 
fruitful works of darkneſs. Let all God's people, eſpecially 
his minifters, be holy ; then ſhall we enjoy the divine pro- 
tection, be cleanſed from all our iniquities, and at length 
ſee the everlaſting ſalvation of our God. 


* * 


5 — 


C HAP. LIII. 


This is a remarkable prophecy of Chriſt, the moſt illuſtrious in all 
the old Teſtament ; it deſcribes his ſufferings as exactly as if 
it was a hiſtory of them. 

I H © hath believed our report? and to whom 
is the arm of the Lord revealed? The prophet, 
ſpeaking in the name of Chriſt and his apoſtles, laments that 
ſo few among the jews believed the report of the goſpel, or 
were influenced by thoſe miracles which were wrought by the 
arm or power of God; and ſuggeſts one reaſon, viz. Chriſt*s 

2 mean appearance. For he ſhall grow up before him, 
under the eye and care of God, and in the fight of all the peo- 
ple, as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry ground; 
as 4 ſucker, or tender branch, in a thirſty ſoil, that is, from 
the houſe of David, which was now ſunk into obſcurity : he 

hath no form nor comelineſs; and when we ſhall ſee 
him, [there is] no beauty that we ſhould defire him ; 
he hath no extraordinary comelineſs, no external pomp, no- 
thing to ſuit the carnal expectations of the jews; therefore 

3 He is deſpiſed and rejected of men; a man of ſorrows 
and acquainted with grief; he ſhall have a variety of ſor- 
rows, 


Ee, HT 


346 SAA H. LI. 


rows, and the griefs of his intimate acquaintance ſhall be 
quite familiar to him : and we hid as it were [our] faces 
from him; or, as in the margin of our bibles, he hid as it 
were his face from us; he was deſpiſed, and we eſteemed 
him not; we treated him with contempt and ablorrence; 
we, who above all others ſhould have moſt eſteemed him, 

4 Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our ſor- 
rows ; he hath healed our diſeaſes by his miracles, and borne 
the penalty of our fins : yet we did eſteem him ftricken, 
ſmitten of God, and afflifted; we thought him juſtly 
puniſbed, as a blaſphemer, and conſidered him as a monu- 
5 ment of divine vengeance. But he [was] wounded for 
our tranſgreſſions, (he was] bruiſed for our iniquities: 
the chaſtiſement of our peace [was] upon him: and 
with his ſtripes. we are healed; our peace was made with 
God, and we were healed of our ſpiritual diſorders, by his 
fufferings, whereby he made an atonement for fin, and ob- 

6 tained the holy ſpirit for us. All we like ſheep have gone 
aſtray ; we have turned every one to his own way; have 
followed our ſenſual and finful inclinations ;, and the Lorn 
hath laid on him the iniquity of us all ; by the appoint- 

7 ment of God he ſuffered to expiate it. He was oppreſſed, 
and he was afflicted, by the weight of his ſufferings, and 
hrs deep and tender ſenſe of them; tho“ it may be rendered, 

© it was exatted of him, and he anſevered the demand; yet 
he opened not his mouth : he is brought as a lamb to 
the ſlaughter, and as a ſheep before her ſhearers is 

' dumb, ſo he openeth not his mouth 0 expreſs any re- 
| | venge or impatience, to complain of heaven, or revile his 
8 perſecutors. He vas taken from priſon and from judg- 
ment; or, taken away by diſtreſs and judgment; he was 
diſireſſed in judgment, that is, had not a fair trial: and 
who ſhall declare his generation ? who can deſcribe the 

ö wickedneſs of that nation by whom he was crucified? or, 
i | who would ever have thought he had been the ſon of David, 
| who was deſcribed in ſcripture by ſuch illuſtrious charafters ?' 
1 for he was cut off out of the land of the living : for the 
| 9 tranſgreſſion of my people was he ſtricken. And he 
| made 
| 1 Bp. Lowrn tranſlates the paſſage thus; By an oppreſſive judg- 
f ment he was taken off; and his manner of lift who would declare : 
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made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich in 
his death; he wwas buried, by permiſſion of the Roman 
governor, near the place of execution; yet with a rich and 
honourable burial, with fine linen and ſpices, and in arich 
man's ſepulchre, Matt. xxvii. 57. becauſe, or, altho* he 
had done no violence, neither [was any] deceit in his 

10 mouth. Yet it pleaſed the Lorp to bruiſe him; he 
hath put [him] to grief; it was a wiſe and gracious ap- 
pointment of God; and he took pleaſure in his ſufferings, as 
making an atonement for fin : when thou ſhalt make his 
ſoul an offering for fin, he ſhall ſee [his] ſeed, he ſhall 
prolong [his] days; he ſhall have many converts, or ſpiritu- 

al children, by «whom his name and religion ſhall be kept 
up. and the pleaſure of the Logp, that is, the ſalvation 

of ſouls, which is God's pleaſure, ſhall proſper in his hand. 

11 He ſhall ſee of the travail of his foul, [and] ſhall be 
ſatisfied ; he will reflect upon the ſucceſs of his labours and 
ſufferings with joy: by his knowledge, or by the know. 
ledge of him, ſhall my righteous ſervant juftify many; 

12 for he ſhall bear their iniquities. Therefore will I divide 
him [a portion] with the great, and he ſhall divide the 
ſpoil with the ſtrong; he ſhall be a ſucceſsful conqueror, 
and, like a ſtrong man armed, divide his ſpoils ; or, he ſhall 
divide the ſpoils of the ſtrong, of fin and Satan, and lead 
captivity captive z becauſe he hath poured out his ſoul, 

or blood, like à drink offering, unto death: and he was 
numbered with the tranſgreſſors; treated like one of them 

in his trial and death : and he bare the fin of many, and 
made interceſſion for the tranſgreſſors; he prayed for his 
murderers, and ever liveth to make interceſſion for tranſ- 


greſſors. 


REFLECTIONS 


I, * T us adore the ſpirit of prophecy, that fo plain- 

ly deſcribed the ſufferings of Chriſt, and the glory 
that ſhould follow. How abſurd is it to apply this to 
Jeremiah, or any other ſufferer but Chriſt! It is remarka- 
bly plain and ſtrong ; it has converted many jews, and 
ſome learned Rabbies, when they compared the prophecy 
and 
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and the correſpondent events; and alſo a celebrated infidel 
of our own country, Let it therefore confirm our faith in 
the goſpel, and our ſteady adherence to Jeſus Chriſt, the 
Meſſiah that ſhould come. 

2. Let us admire the love of Chriſt in bearing all theſe 
ſufferings for ſinful men. In what a variety of awful lan- 
guape are his ſufferings deſcribed, and how juſt 1s the de- 
ſcription ! How frequently are we informed, that he died 
for our fins, and not for his own. Who, that carefully 
reads this chapter, can deny the doctrine of Chrift's ſacri- 
fice, and proper expiation? Let us therefore cheriſh a 
lively gratitude to him, who ſuffered for our ſins, the juſt for 
the unjuſt, 

3. Let us be careful that we do not reject this Saviour. 
It was ſtrange that the Jews ſhould do it, when they had 
this prophecy in their hands, which fo plainly foretold his 
ſufferings. But they did it; and their obſtinacy and un- 


belief confirms our faith; for here that alſo is plainly fore- 


told, We hear the report of the goſpel, and have not the 
ſame prejudices againſt it as they had. Let us believe it; 
and never hide our faces from Chriſt; but receive him as 
the Meſſiah, the Son of God, and the Saviour of the world; 
and rather ſuffer any thing, than give up faith in him and 
a good conſcience. 

4. Let us rejoice in the extent of the redeemer's 
kingdom, and earneſtly pray for its increaſe. This part 
of the prophecy has likewiſe been fulfilled : Chriſt has 
a numerous ſeed ; his cauſe has proſpered amidſt a thouſand 
difficulties ; and ſhall ſtill proſper, for it is God's pleaſure, 
Let us pray that he may yet ſee of the travail of his ſoul, 
and juſtify multitudes more, even to the ends of the earth, 
and till the end of time: and may every one of us be the 
Redeemer's willing captives now, and his eternal glory and 


joy! 


CHAP, 
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The prophet, having foretold the ſufferings of Chriſt, proceeds to 
deſcribe the glory and increaſe of the church. 
I ING, O barren, thou [that] didſt not bear; 
break forth into ſinging, and cry aloud, thou 
[that] didſt not travail with child: for more [are] the 
children of the deſolate than the children of the married 
wife, faith the LoxD. This is applied by Paul to the call- 
ing in of the gentiles; they ſhall be more numerous than ever 
the jews were, tho* before they had not ſtood in a covenant 
2 relation to God, Enlarge the place of thy tent, and let 
them ſtretch forth the curtains of thine habitations : 
ſpare not, lengthen thy cords, and ſtrengthen thy 
ſtakes; an alluſion to God's people as formerly dwelling in 1 
tents, ich they are called upon to enlarge and ſtrengthen | 
for their numerous children; For thou, my church, ſhalt 
break forth on the right hand and on the left, far 
beyond thy preſent bounds : and thy ſeed ſhall inherit the 
gentiles, and make the deſolate cities to be inhabited ; 3 
thoſe who know not God, and are therefore deſolate, ſhall i” 
4 become wiſe and holy, Fear not; for thou ſhalt not be Y 
aſhamed: neither be thou confounded; for thou ſhalt 
not be put to ſhame: for thou ſhalt forget the ſhame 
of thy youth, thy ſmall beginnings, when in a perſecuted 
fate, and ſhalt not remember the reproach of thy 
widowhood any more; when thou hadſt no covenant re- -—— 
5 lation with God, For thy Maker [is] thine huſband , ' 
The Lob of hoſts [is] his name, he will manifeſt | 
his affeftion to thee, tho* he might ſeem to have caſt thee off; 
and thy Redeemer the Holy One of Iſrael; The God \ | 
of the whole earth ſhall he be ealled; that is, the God | 
6 of the whole gentile church, as well as of the jews, For 
the Loxp hath called thee as a woman forſaken and 
grieved in ſpirit, and a wife of youth, when thou waſt 
refuſed, faith thy God; as a wife r away from her 
huſband for unfaithfulneſs, who remembering the tenderneſs 
of her youthful days, and ſeeing marks of repentance, re- 
7 ceives her again, For a {mall moment have I forſaken 
thee ; \ 


350 ISAIAH. LIV. 


8 thee; but with great mercies will I gather thee, In a 
little wrath I hid my face from thee for a moment, 
but with everlaſting kindneſs will I have mercy on thee, 

9 faith the Loxp thy Redeemer.” For this [1s as] the 
waters of Noah unto me: for [as] I have ſworn that 
the waters of Noah ſhould no more go over the earth; 
ſo have I ſworn that I would not be wroth with thee, 
nor rebuke thee ; my covenant with Iſrael is equally firm 
and ſure, and I will bring them at length into a ſtate of 

10 favour, from which they ſhall never be excluded. For the 
mountains ſhall depart, and the hills be removed ; but 
my kindneſs ſhall not depart from thee, neither ſhall 
the covenant of my peace be removed, faith the Lorp 
that hath mercy on thee ; and the covenant of God ſhall 

11 be as firm with all chriſtians as with the jews. O thou 
afflicted, toſſed with tempeſt, [and] not comforted, 
behold, I will lay thy ſtones with fair colours, and lay 

12 thy foundations with ſapphires. And I will make thy 
windows of agates, and thy gates of carbuncles, and 

13 all thy borders, or walls, of pleaſant ſtones.” And all 
tyh children [ſhall be] taught of the LoD; and great 
[ſhall be] the peace of thy children; an explanation of 
the figurative expreſſions before uſed, and which ſhows tha! 
the beauty of the church conſiſts in knowledge, holineſs, and 

14 love. In righteouſneſs ſhalt thou be eſtabliſhed : thou 
ſhalt be far from oppreſſion ; for thou ſhalt not fear : 
and from terror; for it ſhall not come near thee: thou 
halt be delivered from thine enemies, from being overwhelm- 

15 ed with trouble, and even from death. Behold, they 
ſhall ſurely gather together, [but] not by me: i 
Hall have no commiſſion from me, as the church's enemies 


ſometimes have: whoſoever ſhall gather together againſt 
thee 


m This is applicable to the jews amidſt their diſperſion, and 
ſcems to refer to their future converſion. 

" Theſe verſes repreſent the church as a company of mariners 
toſfed on the ocean, and afterwards conducted to a haven of reit 
ang] joy, as much ſuperior to any preſent ſcene, as the city here 
deicribed would be to any thing the eye of man ever ſaw, This 
is applicable to the proſperity of the goſpel church, which is 
built on the foundation of the prophets and the apoſtles, Jeſus 
Chriſt himſelf being the chief corner-ſtone, 


10 


17 
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thee ſhall fall for thy ſake, out of the love I have for thee, 
16 that is, ſhall come over to thy fide. Behold, I have 
created the ſmith that bloweth the coals in the fire, and 
that bringeth forth an inſtrument for his work; and J 
have created the waſter to deſtroy ; the metal, the ſmith, 
and the inſtruments made by them, the hands that weild, are 
all my creatures; I have an abſolute command over them, and 
17 they can do no more than I permit, No weapon that 1s form- 
ed againſt thee ſhall proſper; and every tongue | that] 
ſhall riſe againſt thee in judgment thou ſhalt condemn ; 
whether they attempt thy deſtruction by forcible aſſaults, or 
injurious calumnies, I will plead thy 1 and undertake to 
juſtify thee. This [is] the heritage of the ſervants of the 
LoxD, and their righteouſneſs [is] of me, faith the 
'Loxp. 


REFLECTIONS 


I, HE acceſſion of the gentiles to the church claims 

our praiſe, We have reaſon to bleſs God for 
the goſpel; that it extends to the gentiles ; that it hath 
ſpread ſo wonderfully on the right hand and on the left; 
that many nations, once ignorant and barbarous, and our 
own in particular, are brought into covenant with God. 
Here the name of Chriſt is known, and pure religion ſet 
up. We have reaſon to ſing for joy, that God hath fo 
remarkably favoured us; and ſhould pray that he may 
ſoon appear as the Lord of the whole earth. 

2, God's gracious declarations concerning his church in 
general, are applicable to every true chriſtian. They are 
often in an afflicted ſtate; God ſeems to forſake them; but 
it is but for a moment; his wrath is comparatively little, 
to what they deſerve. Obſerve the beautiful and comfort- 
able oppoſition : his wrath is little, but his mercy great; 
deſertion is but for a (mall moment, but his kindneſs ever- 
laſting. His covenant continues firm, and reaches thro? 
eternity, How wonderful is the goodneſs of God to his 
people] What reaſon have they to truſt him in the darkeſt 
ſcenes, and under every affliction ! being ſenſible, that theſe 

"y light 
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light afflitions, which are but for a moment, ſhall work out for 
them a far more exceeding and an eternal weight of glory. 

3. We ſee of how much importance it is that we be 
thankful for, and hearken to, divine teaching. We enjoy 
the means of inſtruction; but that is not all. Our Lord 
remarks, John vi. 45. It is written in the prophets, And they 
ſhall be all taught of God; applying this prophecy to the 
influences of divine grace. We are inſtructed to know 
God, are the children of chriſtian parents, who exceed in 
knowledge the wiſeſt heathen philoſophers. But, beſides 
this, we have a divine teaching, by which the mind is en. 
lightened and opened, guided in the intricacies of life, and 
directed in the way of duty and happineſs, No labours of 
miniſters, no pains of our own in reading or hearing, will 
do without this. Let none deſpiſe it; let all value it, and 
ſeek it earneſtly for themſelves and their children, as they 
deſire to obtain great and everlaſting peace. 

4. God's univerſal dominion is a great ſatisfaction and 
comfort to his people, therefore it ſhould be often reflected 
upon; eſpecially in times of war and deſolation. It is he 
who gives ſagacity to diſcover mines of coal, to temper 
metals, to form ſwords, and other inſtruments of deſtruc- 
tion; ke created the waſters to deſtroy : (a fine idea of gentle- 
men ſoldiers!) God gives them their ſtrength and reſolu- 
tion, and therefore can eaſily reſtrain or confound them, 
It is pleaſant amidſt the commotions of the world, to think 
that all nature 1s under God's controul ; that he overrules 
all; will ſecure the intereſt of his church amidſt national 


deſolations; and that no <veapon formed againſt it ſhall proſper. 6 
8 — — — 7 
CHAP. LV. | | 

This chapter contains the ſubſtance of the covenant of grace; and Ii} 
gives merciful encouragement to ſinners to return to God, I. 3 
begins with a proclamation to this purpoſe. | 

1 H O, every one that thirſteth, come ye to the . 
waters, and he that hath no money; come ye, & 

buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without — 


money 
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money and without price; water, wine, and milk, are 
emblems of ſpiritual bleſſings ; theſe are offered to thoſe who 
thirſt, that is, who earneſtly defire them, without money or 
price: a ſenſe of their poverty and unworthineſs, is all that 
God demands, tho* the bleſſings are infinitely above all price. 
2 Wherefore do ye ſpend money for [that which is] not 
bread ? and your labour for [that which] ſatisfieth not? 
that is, about the things of _ _— — — 55 is no 
oh, laſti neſs to be found: hearken diligently unto 
= = ct yo ſta which is] good, and let your ſoul 
delight itſelf in fatneſs, and ye ſball obtain what will ſatisfy 
and delight you, the true knowledge of God, and eternal hap- 
3 pineſs.” Incline your ear, and come unto me: hear, and 
your ſoul ſhall live, ſpiritually and happily, and I will 
make an everlaſting covenant with you, [even] the ſure 
mercies of David; that is, the mercies that were promiſed 
to David, which he ſet ſuch a value upon, and which are 
given in Chriſt, the ſon of David; procured by his death, and 
I made ſure by his covenant to all that believe. Behold, I 
3 have given him [for] a witneſs of God's mercy and faith- 
5 fulneſs to the people, a leader and commander to the 
people; a prince and a lawgiver, to whoſe authority and 
5 commands all are to be ſubjeft. Behold, thou ſhalt call a 
nation [that] thou knoweſt not, and nations [that] 
knew not thee, hat is, the gentile nations, ſhall run unto 
thee becauſe of the Loxo thy God, and for the Holy 
One of Iſrael; for he hath glorified thee, by enabling 
thee to work miracles, raiſing thee from the dead, and "in, 
6 ting thee at his right hand. Seek ye the Loxp while 
he may be found, call ye upon him while he is near ; 
7 before the time come when he will not regard you : Let the 
wicked forſake his way, and the unrighteous man his 
thoughts; a little external reformation is not ſufficient ; let 
hum entirely abandon his wicked ways, and his unrighteous 
thoughts: and let him return unto the Lorp, as his 
Supreme ruler and good, and he will have mercy upon 
him; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon ; 
Vor. V. Z he 


This verſe is an emphatical form of ſpeech ; intimating that 
_ take more pains about the world, than heaven would coſt 
them. 


he will multiply pardons, tio his fins are ever ſo many and 
aggravating. 

8 For my thoughts [are] not your thoughts, neither 
9 [are] your ways my ways, faith the Lon D. For [as] 
the heavens are higher than the earth, ſo are my ways 
higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your 
| thoughts; men are not ready to forgive, eſpecially re. 
peated offences ; but my ways of faithfulneſs and mercy ar: 
quite above your comprehenſion, and infinitely beyond what 
10 you had any reaſon to expect. For as the rain cometh 
down, and the ſnow from heaven, and returneth not 
thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring 
forth and bud, that it may give ſeed to the ſower, fa 
a crop another year, and bread to the eater, for a preſent 
11 ſupply: So ſhall my word be that goeth forth out of my 
mouth : it ſhall not return. unto me void, but it ſhal 
accompliſh that which I pleaſe, and it ſhall proſper [in 
the thing] whereto I ſent it; it ſhall not be wholly with. 
12 out effett, and all its promiſes ſhall be amply fulfilled, Fot 
ye ſhall go out with joy, and be led forth with peace; 
ſhall be brought from a ſtate of ignorance, ſin, and miſer), 
| and proceed in religion with pleaſure: the mountains and 
4 © the hills ſhall break forth before you into ſinging, and 
all the trees of the field ſhall clap [their] hands; a fan 
| of delight and joy ſhall ſpread over the creation, and eva i 

13 inſenfible nature ſeem to rejoice. Inſtead of the thorn ſhall i 
come up the fir tree, and inſtead of the brier ſhall come 
up the myrtle tree; thoſe who before were wild ani 
troubleſome ſhall become good and uſeful : and it ſhall be 
to the Lonxp for a name, for an everlaſting ſign ¶ that 
' ſhall not be cut off; all ſhall redound to the glory of Goa, 
and they ſhall be the eternal monuments of his grace. 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. J E I us adore God for the riches and freedom of 
' goſpel grace. Under the beautiful images of 

water, wine, and milk, the moſt valuable bleſſings are 
| offered; offered upon the moſt eaſy terms, and offered to 
| all. There is enough to ſupply every want, and ſatisfy 
every 
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every deſire. An everlaſting covenant is proper and 
ſure mercies; bleſſings quite ſuited to our needy, helpleſs 
ſtate are promiſed. How admirable is the grace that freely 
offers them! and what folly is it in men to negle& them 

to refuſe ſolid ſatisfaction and 3 and purſue 
that which can never ſatisfy! May we be wiſe; and labour 
not for the meat which periſheth, but for that which endureth 40 
eternal life. : 

2. Let us confider the Lord Jeſus Chriſt as @ witneſs, 4 
leader, and a commander. He came to bear witneſs to the 
truth; and it becomes us to receive his doctrine, as worthy 
of all acceptation. He confirmed it by his miracles and 
death. Let us then obey his commands, and follow his 
ſteps ; he will then guide us in the way of peace and hap- 

pineſs, and conduct us to everlaſting glory. 

3. Let finners hearken to theſe gracious calls to repent- 
ance, and comply with them. We have here a moſt in- 
ſtructive view of the nature of repentance; it is to forſake 
every evil way, to Put away all evil thoughts, and cleanſe the 
heart from wickedneſs. It is to return to the Lord, as our 
rightful owner and ſovereign good; then ke will forgive us; 
we ſhall find the nobleſt ſatisfaction and pleaſure in his good 
ways; and be led to eternal happineſs. But let ſinners 
return immediately, and /zek the Lord while he may be found; 
for it may ſoon be too late, and the day of grace and hope 
may be expired. | 

4. Let us encourage ourſelves in that gracious promiſe 
concerning the word of God in v. 10, 11, Weſee the] hap- 

Py effects of ſnow and rain. We have already ſeen ſome 
of theſe promiſes fulfilled, in the incarnation, death, and 
reſurrection of Chriſt, and the ſpread of his goſpel among 
the gentiles. All God's other promiſes ſhall be accom- 
pliſhed, and his word have its intended effect. This is a 
great encouragement to miniſters amidft their many diſ- 
couragements, that ſome good ſhall be produced by their 
labours, and the word be a favour of life to ſome ſouls. If 
we deſire that it ſnould be ſo to ours, let us ſee that we | 
value it, diligently attend to it, and receive it into 3 A 
and honeſt hearts. And may God multiply the ſeed ſown, 4 
| Zz 2 and 
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and increaſe the fruits of righteouſneſs in us all, to his 
glory and our eternal joy. 
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C HAP. LVL 


Begins with an exhortation to God*s people to prepare for that 
_ great deliverance propheſied of in the foregoing chapters. 


1 H Us faith the Lorp, Keep ye judgment, and 
do juſtice: for my falvation [is] near to come, 

and my righteouſneſs to be revealed; obſerve all my laws 
and commandments, for that diſpenſation is near to be in- 
troduced, which contains the brighteſt diſplay of my juſtice, 

2 faithfulneſs, and goodneſs. Bleſſed [1s] the man | that] 
doeth this, and the fon of man that] layeth hold on 
it, that acts with ſteadineſs and reſolution in religion; that 
keepeth the ſabbath from polluting it, and keepeth his 
hand from doing any evil; that does nothing unlawful on 
the ſabbath day, nor neglets any of the proper duties of it. 

3 Neither let the fon of the ſtranger, that hath joined 
himſelf to the Loxb, that is, any ftrangers that might 
chooſe to go with the jews from Babylon, and become proſe- 
bytes to the worſhip of the true God, ſpeak, ſaying, The 
LoxD hath utterly ſeparated me from his people: nei- 
ther let the eunuch ſay, Behold, I ſam] a dry tree; / 
4 have no offspring to be admitted into the covenant. For 
thus faith the Loxp unto the eunuchs that keep my 

| fabbaths, and chooſe [the things] that pleaſe me, and 
take hold of my covenant ; who accept the offers and 
comply with the terms of it, and who have truly prous diſpo- 

5 fitions;, Even unto them will I give in mine houſe and 
within my walls a place and a name better than of ſons 
and of daughters: I will give them an everlaſting name, 
that ſhall not be cut off; I will give them ſpiritual bleſ- 
ings, great honour and comfort there, and a name that 
ſhall not be cut off, as that 7 the moſt numerous families 
6 may be.“ Alſo the ſons of the ſtranger, the ate (+ 
| t 


* Some of the captive jews, who were in theſe circumſtances, 
had need of this conſolation when they came back to their own 
country 5 
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that join themſelves to the Lox, to ſerve him, and 
to love the name of the Logrp, to be his ſervants, 10 
become proſelytes, every one that keepeth the ſab- 
bath from polluting it, and taketh hold of my cove- 


7 nant; Even them will I bring to my holy mountain, 


and make them joyful in my houſe of prayer : their 
burnt offerings and their ſacrifices [ſhall be] accepted 
upon mine altar; for mine houſe ſhall be called an 
houſe of prayer for all people; their ſacrifices ſhall be ac- 
cepted, and they ſhall enjoy great delight in their approaches 
10 God. The place of worſhip being called a houſe of prayer, 
and not ſacrifice, and being ſaid to be for all people, intimates 
that this refers to the admittance of gentiles into the goſpel 
8 church, on the ſame terms as the believing jews. The Lorp 
God which gathereth the outcaſts of Iſrael ſaith, Yet 
will I gather [others] to him, beſides thoſe that are 
gathered unto him; the gentiles as well as jews, that is, 
many more gentiles ſhall join with them after the captivity. 
9 All ye beaſts of the field, come to devour, [yea, all 
10 ye beaſts in the foreſt.” His watchmen [are] blind: 
they [are] all ignorant, they [are] all dumb dogs, they 
cannot bark to awaken the ſhepherds, or drive away the 
wolves , they neither reprove nor forewarn ſinners ; ſleep- 
11 ing, lying down, loving to ſlumber. Yea, [they are] 
greedy dogs [which] can never have enough, inſatiable 
in their covetouſneſs, and they [are] ſhepherds [that] 
cannot underſtand, hat take no pains to underſtand : they 
all look to their own way, /zek their own intereſt only, 
every one for his gain, from his quarter, from his em- 
Z 3 ployment, 
country; for they were deprived by the law of being prieſts and 
magiſtrates; it muſt therefore have been great ſelt-denial and 
piety in them to leave the Perſian court, in which ſome of them 
ad been 1 But the paſſage may likewiſe intimate, that 
there would be none of theſe reſtrictions under the goſpel. 
This verſe begins a new prophecy, which is continued thro? 
ſome following chapters; deſcribing the ſins which introduced their 
calamities and ended in their captivity. The church is repreſented as 
God's flock, and their princes and prieſts as ſhepherds, to watch 
over, feed, and defend it; but, becauſe they neglected this care, 


the wild beaſts are called upon to deyour it. Their neglect is 
deſcribed, Ve. 10, &c. 
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12 ployment, department, or place of abode. Come ye, [ſay 
| they,] I will fetch wine, and we will fill ourſelves with 
ſtrong drink; and to morrow ſhall be as this day, [and] 
much more abundant z hey not only run into exceſſes them- 
ſelves, but tempt others to do ſo; confident of the continu+ 
ance of their proſperity, and deriding the threatenings of the 
prophets. | 


REFLECTIONS. 


I, HE approach of God's falvation is a ſtrong mo- 

tive to be holy. The goſpel diſplayed the righ- 
teouſneſs of God, or his method of i uſtification, and was 
the glad tidings of ſalvation z which the jews were required 
to prepare themſelves for, by doing juſtice and judgment, 
And now that ſalvation is made known unto us, it is our 
duty to do this; to be honeſt and exact in our dealings, 
and upright in our whole deportment, out of gratitude to 
God for the ſalvation preached to us, and as we defire to 
partake of it; eſpecially as it is introductory to everlaſting 
ſalvation. Let us therefore awake out of ſleep, and be ac- 
five in God's ſervice, fince our ſalvation is nearer than when 
we believed. | 

2. We ſee the neceſſity of a ſerious and ſtrict regard to 
the ſabbath. Obſerve what ſtreſs is laid upon keeping it. 
It is indiſpenſably required of all proſelytes to the jewiſh re- 
ligion ; and of all who are joined to the chriſtian church; 
otherwiſe they can expect no comfort in God's ſervice, nor 
will their prayers and praiſes be accepted, Let us then 
never waſte any part of that holy time, nor negle& any 
part of the holy work of the day. But we muſt lay hold 
on this, It requires great reſolution to do it, conſidering 
how many bad — we have about us, and how many, 
even of thoſe who profeſs religion, act otherwiſe. This is 
the way to have the bleſſing of God upon our religious 
exerciſes, and upon our daily buſineſs whe cave wii: 

3. How gracious is God in admitting ſtrangers and gen- 
tiles to the privileges of his people! To bring thoſe, who 
were once afar off, nigh, and take ſtrangers and foreigners to be 
fellow citizens with the ſaints, and of the houſehold of "3 0a, 

| et 
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Let us, who are the deſcendants of ftrangers to the com- 
monwealth of Iſrael, bleſs God for our chriſtian privileges, 
and look upon them as ſufficiently equivalent for the want 
or loſs of children, or any earthly good. Let us improve 
them by a conſcientious attendance upon God's houſe of 
prayer, and by loving and ſerving him who hath called us 
to the fellowſhip of the goſpel: then we ſhall experience 
abundant ſatisfaction and joy in all our approaches to God. 
4. How miſerable is the ſtate of a people whoſe ſhep- 
herds deſerve the character which is here given of thoſe of 
Iſrael, When princes, magiſtrates, and miniſters, are ig 
norant, idle, greedy, cowardly, and ſoftiſh, they not on 
do not anſwer the ends of their office, but are a reproac 
to it, corrupt others by their ill examples, and encourage 
wickedneſs by ſuffering it to go unpuniſhed and unreproy- 
ed, Let us earneſtly pray, that God would preſerve our 
country and churches from ſuch deteſtable men ; and that 
he would engage all magiſtrates to be à terror to evil doers, 
and all miniſters to watch for ſouls, as they that muſt give an 
account. 


CH AP. LVII. 
The prophet in this chapter goes on to reprove the jews for their 


ſins, eſpecially their idolatry ;, and begins with obſerving, how 


unaffetted they were under the loſs of good men, alluding per- 

haps to the death of Hezekiah or Fofiah. 

1 ＋ H E righteous pom and no man layeth [it] 

to heart: and merciful men [are] taken away, 

none conſidering that the righteous is taken away from 

the evil [to come, ] and that it is a token that judgments 

2 are coming upon the land. He ſhall enter into peace, or, 

go in peace: they ſhall reſt in their beds, [each one] 

walking [in] his uprightneſs; or, they ſhall reſt in their 
beds who have walked in uprightneſs. 


3 But draw near hither, ye ſons of the ſorcereſs, the 


ſeed of the adulterer and the whore; po ora to be the 
ſeed of Abraham, but are idolaters, and the children of 
2 4 4 i dolaters. 
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4 idolaters. Againſt whom do ye ſport yourſelves ? againſt 
whom make ye a wide mouth, [and] draw out the 
tongue ? ridiculing God's ſervants, eſpecially his prophets, 
making "wry mouths, and hanging out your tongues to inſult 
them: [are] ye not children of tranſgreſſion, a ſeed of 

5 falſchood, or, a falſe ſeed? Enflaming yourſelves with 
idols under every green tree, ſlaying the children in 

6 the valleys under the clifts of the rocks? Among the 
ſmooth [ſtones] of the ſtream [1s] thy portion; they, 
they [are] thy lot: even to them haſt thou poured a 
drink offering, thou haſt offered a meat offering ; vou 
have erected pillars to idols, and put them up in groves and 
by rivers, being quite given up to ſuperſtition and idolatry, 
Should I receive . in theſe? in ſuch a people, and 

7 from ſuch ſervices as theſe? Upon a lofty and high moun- 
tain haſt thou ſet thy bed; thou haſt built thy temples and 
altars for idols upon high places: even thither wenteſt 

8 thou up to offer ſacrifice, Behind the doors alſo and 
the poſts haſt thou ſet up thy remembrance, % do- 
meſtick idols: for thou haſt diſcovered {thyſelf to an- 
other] than me, and art gone up; that is, leaving me, 

| thou art gone up into an adulterous bed; thou haſt enlarged 
thy bed, and made thee [a covenant] with them; thou 
lovedſt their bed where thou ſaweſt it; thou haſt multi- 
plied thine idols and altars, and taken pattern by the idols of 

9 others, And thou wenteſt to the king with ointment, 
and didſt increaſe thy perfumes, and didſt fend thy 
meſſengers far off, and didft debaſe [thyſelf even] unto 
| hell; thou haſt ſent preſents to the kings of Aſſyria and 
| 10 Egypt, in the moſt mean and abjett manner. I hou art 

| | wearied in the greatneſs of thy way; [yet] ſaidſt thou 

not, There is no hope; courting one ally after another, 
yet will not own that it is in vain: thou haſt found the 
life of thine hand; therefore thou waſt not grieved; 
thou haſt found out a way of preſerving thy life for the pre- 
fent, and therefore hoſt reſted in that, without conſidering 

11 that it will be upon the whole Tuirous to thee, And of 

whom haſt thou been afraid or ſeared, that thou haſt 
lied, and haſt not remembered me, nor laid [it] to thy 
heart? why ha/t thou bien afraid of injury from idols and 

8 idolatrous 
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idolatrous kings, and proved falſe to me? have not I held 
my peace even of old, forbearing to puniſh, and treating 
thee with the utmoſt tenderneſs, and thou feareſt me not ? 

12 but haſt ſhamefully abuſed my patience and goodneſs. I will 
declare thy righteouſneſs, and thy works; make it evi- 
dently appear, by my righteous judgments upon thee, that they 
are very different from thy own conceit of them: for they 

13 ſhall not profit thee, but prove thy ruin, When thou 
crieſt, let thy companies, thy idols or allies, deliver 
thee; but the wind ſhall carry them all away; vanity 
ſhall take them: ] but he that putteth his truft in me 
ſhall poſſeſs the land, and ſhall inherit my holy moun- 
tain; he ſhall continue in the land, or return from captivity; 

14 And ſhall ſay, Caſt ye up, caſt ye up, prepare the 
way, take up the ſtumbling block out of the way of my EM 
people; all impediments ſhall be removed, and a way be | 

15 made for their ſafe and honourable return. For thus faith | 
the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whoſe | 
name | is] Holy; I dwell in the high and holy place,] 
with him alſo | that is] of a contrite and humble ſpirit, 

to revive the {ſpirit of the humble, and to revive the 
heart of the contrite ones; 1 afford them ſupport and 
16 comfort in all their difficulties and affiiftions, For ] will not 
contend for ever, neither will 1 be always wroth : for 
the ſpirit ſhould fail before me, and the ſouls [which] I 
have made, left they ſhould grow impatient, and their af- 
flidtion ſhould become inſupportable, and I ſhould only deſtroy 

17 my creatures, For the iniquity of his covetouſneſs was 
] wroth, and ſmote him: 1 hid me, and was wroth, 
18 and he went on frowardly in the way of his heart.* I 
have ſeen his ways, and will heal him: I will lead him 
alſo, and reſtore comforts unto him and to his mourn- 
ers; that is, 40 thoſe who mourn for fin and the deſolations of 

19 their land, which were the effets of it. I create the fruit 
of the lips; Peace, peace to [him that is] far off, and 

| [to him that is] near, faith the Lonp; and I will heal 
him; I will give occaſion for joy and praiſe to the pious 

| eros 

* Covetouſneſs was a prevailing ſin in Iſrael, POET thor | — 
were afflicted, but grew worſe rather than better by the correc- 


tion. Yet God would have compaſiion upon them, out of regard 2 
to the few good men that were among them. 
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20 jews in every place, and heal all their grievances, But the 
wicked [are] like the troubled ſea, when it cannot reſt, 
whoſe waters caſt up mire and dirt; their guilty con- 

ſcience ſhall be a conſtant ſource of uneaſineſs, like the trou« 
bled ſea, whith can never reſt, and which, tho it may ſome- 
times appear clear on the furſace, hath a thick ſediment at 
the bottom, which is worked up when ſtorms and tempeſts 

21 ariſe, and is all fillh and confuſion, [ There is] no peace, 

faith my God, to the wicked; whatever external proſ- 
 perity they enjoy, and tio they may partake ever ſo largely 
of the temporal bleſſings of my people. 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. F T is diſpleaſing to God when the death of his ſer- 

vants is not laid to heart. They muſt die as well 
as others ; ſometimes he takes away many of them nearly 
together; and it is a bad omen to the publick, a ſign of 
God's diſpleaſure, and that judgments are coming. The 
loſs is very great to the publick as well as to their fami- 
lies. Not to lament it, and take warning by it, ſnows that 
men are inſenſible of the importance of religion, and un- 
concerned about it; that they are deſtitute of zeal for the 
glory of Gad, and the intereſt of the church. When God 
is exerciſing us with ſuch ſcenes, let us be humble _ 
his mighty hand; lament the publick loſs; be more 2 
ous to make it up; and earneſtly pray, Help, Lord, for the 
godly man ceaſeth, 

2. When ſinners contemn God, when they deſpiſe his 
Jaws, affront his meſſengers, or negle& his inſtitutions, 
they forget what a great and awful Being he is; that he is 
poſſeſſed of almighty power and inflexible juſtice; they 
think him altogether ſuch a one as themſelves. But they will 
find, that the Lord, whom they provoke to anger, is 
ſtronger than they; and that it is a fearful thing to fall into 
the hands of the living God. 

3. There is great reaſon to lament the obſtinacy of ſin- 
ners in an evil way. The conduct of theſe idolaters is 
very like the conduct of wi men in general. They 
follow after happineſs in this or the other creature enjoy- 

- ment; 
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ment; are wearied in the greatneſs of their way; are alwa 
diſappointed, yet will not give out, they will try ſome 
other. They take unwearied pains to gratify their luſts; 
and, becauſe it gives them ſome preſent pleaſure, they 
never think of the conſequence, and that in the mean time 
they are diſhonouring their rational natures, and debaſing 
themſelves even to hell. They had rather diſpleaſe God 
than man, and be expoſed to his vengeance, than receive 
and improve his mercies. But when trouble and death 
come upon them, it will be in vain to cry to their com- 
panions, all will end in diſappointment, anguiſh, and 
deſpair. 

P Let us adore the condeſcenſion of God, in his re- 
gard to humble and contrite ſouls. What a noble deſcrip. 
tion is here of God! as the eternal Being, who only hath 
immortality, who is infinitely holy, and exalted above all 
creatures, and dwells in the glorious heavens. Yet he re- 
ſpects and loves the . viſits them with his comforts 
and his favour; condeſcends to their weakneſſes, miti- 
gates their afflictions, and gives ſupport under them. He 
will not contend for ever, for he knoweth their frame, he re- 
membereth that they are but duſt. Let us then cheriſh that 
humble and contrite ſpirit, which God will not deſpiſe. 

5. The ſtate of the wicked is a very deplorable one, and 
what we ſhould all moſt carefully avoid. The wicked jews, 
whether in Babylon or Jeruſalem, are aſſured that they 
ſhould have no comfort; and the caſe is the ſame now 
with all the wicked. There is a principle of uneaſineſs and 
miſery within; a guilty conſcience, turbulent paſſions, and 
fears of future wrath, They are often full of terror amidſt 
their greateſt mirth and gaiety; and eſpecially in times of 
affliction, and in the near views of death. May we then 
be ſolicitous to be in a ſtate of peace with God and our 
own conſciences. To repent, and return to him, is the 
way to obtain it. Let us mark the perfect man, and behold 
the upright ; his conſcience is eaſy, his hopes are lively, and 
his end will be peace, 


CHAP. 
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'CH AP. LVIII. 


This elegant chapter contains a ſevere reproof of the jews on 
account of their vices, and particularly of their hypocriſy in 
. their faſts and ceremonial obſervances. It clearly points out 
* their duty, and gives large promiſes of happineſs and proſperity. 
I RY aloud, O my prophet, ſpare not, lift up thy 


voice like a trumpet, and ſhow my people their 


tranſgreſſion, and the houſe of Jacob their fins, /, 


pecially in their religious worſhip. Yet they ſeek me 
daily, and delight to know my ways, as a nation that 
did righteouſneſs, and forſook not the ordinance of 
their God: they aſk of me the ordinances of juſtice; 
are deſirous of knowing their duty; they take delight in 
approaching to God; in coming to my temple and preſent- 


2 ing their ſacrifices, Wherefore have we faſted, and 


performed all other parts of external worſhip, [ſay 
they, ] and thou ſeeſt not? [wherefore] have we afflict- 
ed our ſoul, and thou takeſt no knowledge? Behold, 
the reaſon is, in the day of your faſt ye fd pleaſure, 
and exact all your labour; you find wherewith to pleaſe 


4 yourſelves, and yet are rigorous in burdening others. Be- 


hold, ye faſt for ſtrife and debate, and to ſmite with 
the fiſt of wickedneſs, hat is, with a wicked fiſt, handli 

the poor with ſeverity : ye ſhall not faſt as [ye do this} 
day, if ye would have God hear your prayers, and anſwer 
them from heaven, to make your voice to be heard on 
high, either-in clamorous devotions, or in quarrels one with 


5 another. Is it ſuch a faſt that J have choſen? that I 
will approve and accept of? a day for a man to affli& his 


foul, to mortify himſelf by external abſtinence, [is it] to 
bow down his head as a bulruſh, and to ſpread fack- 
cloth and aſhes [under him ?] wilt thou call this a faſt, 
and an acceptable day to the Lorp? canſt thou believe 


G it will be ſo? [1s] not this the faſt that I have choſen ? 


to looſe the bands of wickedneſs, to undo the heavy 
burdens, and to let the oppreſſed go free, and that ye 
break every yoke ? that is, cancel thoſe obligations which 
have been extorted in an unjuſt manner, and looſen thoſe in 
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ſome meaſure, where the rigour of juſtice would be deſtructive 
7 to the debtor: [Is it] not to deal thy bread to the 
hungry, to ſend food to the poor and indigent, and that 
thou bring the poor that are caſt out, or afflicted, to thy 
houſe ? when thou ſeeſt the naked, that thou cover 
him; and that thou hide not thyſelf from thine own 
8 fleſh, thy own kindred and countrymen ? Then ſhall thy 
light, or happineſs, break forth as the morning, dart 
itſelf out as the ſun thro* the clouds, and thine health ſhall 
ſpring forth ſpeedily; all thy wounds ſhall be quickly heal- 
ed: and thy righteouſneſs ſhall go before thee; the 
glory of the Logo ſhall be thy rereward ; his providence 
9 ſhall ſecure thee from enemies before and behind, Then 
ſhalt thou call, and the Lorp ſhall anſwer ; thou ſhalt 
cry, and he ſhall ſay, Here I [am] ready to help thee. 
If thou take away from the midſt of thee the yoke, al! 
inſtruments of oppreſſion, the putting forth of the finger 
10 in contempt, and Tour vanity, or falſehood; And 
[if ] thou draw out thy ſoul, thy affeFions and compaſſion, 
fo thad thy heart go along with thy gift, to the hungry, 
and fatisfy the afflicted ſoul ; then ſhall thy light riſe 
in obſcurity, and thy darkneſs [be] as the noon day : 
11 And the Lox ſhall guide thee continually, and ſatisfy 
thy ſoul in drought, and make fat thy bones; fill thee 9 
with plenty, when others are in want: and thou ſhalt be 3 
like a watered garden, and like a ſpring of water, whoſe 1 
waters fail not; which pours out its ſtreams to all that 
12 want and come to receive them. And [they that ſhall be] 
of thee, thy remnant or poſterity, ſhall build the old | 
waſte places ; the temple and city, that the enemies had de- 
froyed: thou ſhalt raife up the foundations of many | 
generations; and thou ſhalt be called, The repairer of i 


the breach, The reſtorer of paths to dwell in; hou ſhalt | 
build new towns, enlarge old ones; thoſe parts of the coun- 0 
try that are deſolate, and the paths overgrown, ſhall be } 
13 reſtored, and fortified places built up and repaired. If thou 4 
turn away thy foot from the ſabbath,* and [from] 4 
doing thy pleaſure on my holy day; and call the = (1 
| th 


© This expreſſion is taken from trampling under foot that which 
we diſregar4. 


- 
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bath a delight, the holy of the Lob, honourable ; 


and ſhalt honour him, -not —_ thine own ways, nor 
finding thine own pleaſure, or making it a day of diverſion, 
nor ſpeaking [thine own] words, but the whole of thy 
14 diſcourſe be ſuitable to the holineſs of the day : Then ſhalt 
tnou delight thyſelf in the Logp, have true _ in the 
ſabbath ; and I will cauſe thee to ride upon the high 
places of the earth, hou ſhalt make foreign conqueſts," 
and feed thee with the heritage of Jacob thy father : 


for the mouth of the Lox p hath ſpoken [it.] 
REFLECTIONS. 


1. II is the duty of miniſters to repreſent to their peo- 

ple their fin and danger. This is always proper 
to be done, for, without it, communities will probably be 
injured, and fouls will certainly be loſt: but it is eſpecially 
ſo in times of publick danger. Then God has particularly 
commanded it; and they may hope to be heard with par. 
ticular attention. They are neither to ſpare themſelves 
nor their people; but to ſhow them their tranſgreſſion 
and fin with great plainneſs, that all may underſtand it; 
with great ſeriouſneſs and earneſtneſs, and with tender 
compaſſion, as proceeding from real love to their ſouls, 
May all miniſters have wiſdom and courage to do ſo; and 
all their people lend an obedient and attentive ear. 

2, We here ſee how far hypocrites may go in external 
ſervices. They may ſeek God daily, 3 delight 
and ſatisfaction in attending his ſervice; they may aſk the 
way of duty, and take a pride in bringing their ſacrifices to 
his temple; yet indulge themſelves in ſenſual pleaſures, lay 
heavy burdens upon others, have ſtrife and deceit among 
themſelves, and ſmite with the fiſt of wickedneſs. All their 

mpous ſervicesare nothing but outward ſhow, to make their 
voice to be heard on high, and can never be pleaſing to that 
God who ſearches the heart, and requires truth in the inward 
parts. To all ſuch God will ſay, Bring no more vain obla- 
tions : 

u This may ſignify, Thou ſhalt ſee thy country delivered. from 


thy enemies, and thou thalt go forth on horſes or chariots ts 
tee the tortifications once poſſeſſed by them, 
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tions; your offerings and ſacrifices are an abomination to me. It 

is not ceremonial obſervances, nor hanging the head like a 

bulruſh, nor walking in ſackcloth and aſhes, but juſtice 

and charity that make our ſervices acceptable to God; to 

remove heavy burdens, let the oppreſſed go free, break every yoke, 

deal bread to the hungry, clothe the naked, and viſit the fick and 
afflified. Then ſhall we be happy in ourſelves, acceptable 
to God, and he will ſurround us with his favour as with a 
ſhield : then ſhall our prayers be heard; and when we call, 
God ſhall anſwer, Here am J; a preſent help in every time of 
need, Reformation and goodneſs is the way to comfort 
and happineſs. : 

3. See the honour and happineſs of God's faithful ſer- 
vants. Their ſouls are drawn out to God in devotion and 
love, and drawn out to the poor in compaſſion and tender 
affection; and therefore God will pour down his choiceſt 
bleſſings upon them. Light ſhall riſe upon them in dark- 
neſs ; God will guide them continually, ſatisfy their ſouls, 
while others are in want, make them as a watered garden, 
flouriſhing and fruitful. They and their families ſhall be 
bleſſed thro' many generations, and repair the breaches 
that fin and death have been making in the church and 
world, Happy they who are in ſuch a caſe! yea, thrice 
happy they whoſe God is the Lord. 

4. We have here another powerful motive to regard the 
ſabbath, If we remember the ſabbath day to keep it holy, lay 
aſide our buſineſs and pleaſure, call it a delight, the holy of the 
Lord, honourable, and honour him, not finding our own pleaſures, 
nor ſpeaking our own words; then it is promiſed, thou halt 
delight thyſelf in the Lord, enjoy the higheſt pleaſures in com- 
munion with him and a ſenſe of his favour. God will 
bring ſuch to his holy mountain, make them joyful in his 
houſe of prayer, and their ſacrifices ſhall be accepted upon his 
altar. Let this engage us to a ſtrict obſervance of the 
ſabbath, as one of the beſt preſervatives of the power of 
religion in the ſoul, and as the moſt likely means to ſecure 
the divine bleſſing on ourſelves, our families, and all our 
comforts. Hypocrites may keep ſolemn days of faſting ; 
but none but fincere and pious ſouls will conſtantly keep 
the ſabbath from polluting it. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP, LIX. 


The Ijraelites having queſtioned God's power and goodneſs, bo- 
cauſe he had not regarded their faſtings and prayers, the pro- 
Phet proceeds further to ſhow them the cauſe of it. 


1 E HOLD, the Loxp's hand is not ſhortened, 
that it cannot ſave, his power is not weakened ; 

neither his ear heavy, that 1t cannot hear your Prayers, 
thoſe in particular which you offer on your faſt days: it is 

not from any inability or diſinclination on his part that you 

2 are not aelivered ; But the true reaſon of yaur preſent cala- 
milies is, that your iniquities have ſeparated between 
you and your God, any, your fins have hid [his] face, 
that is, his favourable rtgard, from you, that he will not 
3 hear, For your hands are defiled with blood, and 
your fingers with iniquity ; your lips have ſpoken lies, 
your tongue hath muttered perverſeneſs; yau are guilty 

4 of murder, theft, and ſlander, None calleth for juſtice, 
nor [any] pleadeth for truth: they truſt in vanity, and 
ſpeak lies; they conceive miſchief, and bring forth 
iniquity ; there is none to eſpouſe the cauſe of juſtice and 

5 truth, They hatch cockatrice eggs, or, the eggs of the. 
bafiliſk, and weave the ſpider's web, (which is unprofit- 
able) in order to deceive and entangle athers: he that eat- 

eth of their eggs dieth, he that hath any dealing with them 

is ſure to ſuffer by it, and that which is cruſhed breaketh 
cout into a viper; inſtead of a fine fowl there comes out a 

6 ſerpent, which he dares not touch, Their webs ſhall not 
become garments, neither ſhall they cover themſelves 
with their works: their works [are] works of iniquity, 
and the act of violence [is in] their hands; heir deſigns 

7 ſhall not come to perfection, nor do them any good. Their 
teet run to evil, and they make haſte to ſhed innocent 
blood : their thoughts [are] thoughts of iniquity ; 
waſting and deſtruction [are] in their paths; they are 
eager and intent upon all their ſchemes of violence and miſ- 
8 chief. The way of peace they know not, have not regarded 
and [there is] no judgment, no reſpeci to juſtice or right, 

in their goings : they have made them crooked paths: 
whoſoever 
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9 whoſoever goeth therein ſhall not know peace. Therefore 
is judgment far from us; neither doth juſtice overtake 
us: we wait for light, but behold obſcurity ; for bright- 
neſs, [but] we walk in darkneſs, we ſuffer oppreffion 
from our enemies abroad, and from tyranny at home, and all 

10 our expectations are diſappointed, We grope for the wall 
like the blind, and we grope, ar wander, as if [we had] 
no eyes: we (tumble at noon day as in the night; [we 
are] in deſolate places as dead [men ; ] all our ſchemes are 
confounded, our councils infatuated, and we are quite ſunk into 

11 deſpair, We roar all like bears, and mourn ſore like 
doves; the ſorrow of ſome is noiſy, and of others filent, or 
ſecret : we look for judgment, but {there is] none; for 

12 ſalvation, [but] it is far off from us. For our tranſ- 
greſſions are multiplied before thee, and our fins teſtify 
againſt us: for our tranſgreſſions [are] with us; and 
[as for] our iniquities, we know them; our own con- 

13 ſciences give full evidence againſt us; In tranſgreſſing and 
lying 2 the LoRD, and departing away from our 

Gad, ſpeaking oppreſſion and revolt, conceiving and 
uttering from the heart words of falſebood; we have 

been guilty of falſe judgment and oppreſſion againſt men, and 

I 4 of revoliing from God, And judgment is turned away 

' backward, and juſtice ſtandeth afar off; as if afraid to 
enter among ſuch a wicked crew, where ſhe has met with 

ſuch oppoſitron : for truth is fallen in the ſtreet, and there 
is none to raiſe her up, and equity cannot enter into any 

15 F aur courts or publick places. Yea, truth faileth in our 

common converſation, and he [that] departeth from evil 
maketh. himſelf a prey: and the Lorp ſaw it,] and it 
diſpleaſed him that {there was] no judgment among his 


16 And he ſaw that [there was]-no man, and wondered 
that [there was] no interceſſor; that there was none to 
attempt a reformation or even to intercede for the land: 
therefore his arm brought ſalvation unto him, 70 Iſrael ; 
and his righteouſneſs, it ſuſtained him; his faithfulneſs 
carried him thro all oppoſition ;, that is, God determined to 

» ſhow that it was his own goodneſs, in regard to his honour 
17 and . that led lym to interpoſe. For he put on 
- A # righ- 
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righteouſneſs as a breaſtplate, and an helmet of ſalva- 
tion upon his head; he appeared as a warrior, completely 
armed, againſt the Chaldeans and other enemies of his peo- 
ple; and he put on the garments of vengeance to their 
enemies [for] clothing, and was clad with zeal for his 
18 people as a cloak. OY to [their] deeds, accord-' 
ingly he will repay, fury to his adverſaries, recompenſe 
to his enemies; to the iflands he will repay recompenſe; 
he will bring judgments on the country that oppreſſed and in- 
19 jured his people.” So ſhall they fear the name of the 
Lord from the weſt, and his glory from the riſing of 
the fun; many ſpall be brought to the knowledge and fear 
of God. When the enemy ſhall come in like a flood, 
the Spirit of the Log ſhall lift up a ſtandard againſt 
him; if new enemies ſhould come, like an inundation which 
threatens to bear down all before it, God by ſome ſecret 
power ful method will overcome them. 
But this is only an earneſt of what God would do for the 
Jews hereafter ; a promiſe is added of their converſion to 
chriſtianity in the latter day, for ſo St. Paul expounds it, 
20 Rom. ii. 26. And the Redeemer ſhall come to Zion, 
and unto them that turn from tranſgreſſion in Jacob, 
_ faith the Lorp; Chriſt ſhall come for the relief, deliver- 
ance, and ſalvation of all that will believe in and obey him. 
21 As for me, this [is] my covenant with them, ſaith the 
Lozxp; My fpirit that [is] upon thee, and my words 
which I have put in thy mouth, ſhall not depart out of 
thy mouth, nor out of the mouth of thy ſeed, nor out 
of the mouth of thy ſeed's ſeed, faith the Loxp, from 
henceforth and for ever; Chriſt ſhall not only have a 
tranſient triumph, or work out a temporal deliverance, but 
eſtabliſh the jews in God's covenant again, in which they 
ſhall continue to the end of the world; teaching them by his 
word and ſpirit, and rendering them effettual on multitudes, 
rom one generation to another, even to the end of time: the 
jews, when nationally converted, ſhall never revolt from 


God any more, | 
REFLECT- 
Bp. LowrTHa tranſlates the verſe thus; He is mighty to recom- 
j pense: te that is mighty to recompenſe will requite wrath to his ad- 
j wver/aries, recompen/e to his enemies, to the diſtant coaſts 4 recompenſe 
will he requite. 2 
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E here ſee the ſource of national calamities, and 

what tops the current of divine favours ; and 
that is, iniquity. God is ſtill powerful, wiſe, and good; 
able to reſtore our peace, to help us againſt our enemies, 
and to anſwer our prayers to their fulleſt extent, But fin 
ſeparates between him and us; hinders our prayers from 
being acceptable to him, and intercepts his mercies when 
coming to us. We ſee how diſpleaſing national degeneracy, - 
and the want of piety, juſtice, and charity, are to him, 
That it is not only murder, theft, oppreſſion, and falſe 
witneſs, that diſpleaſe him; but alſo lying, ſlander, mut- 
tering erſeneſs, and walking in any of the crooked 
ways of fin, God ſees all this, and it diſpleaſes him. This 
occaſions diſappointment, confuſion, and mourning, It 
is in vain to pray, unleſs we do our part to reform. Let 
every ene of us in his private character, and as members 
of ſociety, remember, that if we regard iniquity in our hearts 
the Lord will not hear us. 

2. Thoſe who frame wicked defigns, are not likely to 
find ſatisfaction in them. Here is a beautiful deſcription of 
the folly of finners. They weave ſpider webs, and hatch 
vipers eggs; their ſchemes are diſappointed, their wicked- 
neſs diſcovered, their fraud revealed, their character and 
honour loſt. Or, if they ſucceed, their ſpiders* webs will 
not cover them; there is no ſolid ſatisfaction to be had 
in them; their ways are not ways of peace. Happy are 
they who are not walking in finful ways, and have no 
connection or acquaintance with thoſe that are 

3. Let us rejoice in the mighty power of God, which is 
able to overcome all oppoſition. If he puts on his armour, 
no enemy can ſtand before him, When the ſtate of our 
country is ſo degenerate and melancholy, and our proſpects 
dark, let us ſtill hope in him. When enemies come in 
like a flood, he can raiſe up a ſtandard againft them, and 
bring them down at once. Be it a torrent of error, or vice, 
or miſery, he can reſtrain it. Let the thought encourage 
A a 2 us 
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us in our ſpiritual warfare; and let us go forth in an 
humble dependance on the ſpirit of the Lord. 

4. Amidſt all our national alarms and fears, let us ſtill 
reſoice in the ſecurity of the church. Whatever becomes 
of us and our country, that ſhall continue; and this is a 
great comfort to a pious mind. There is a day coming 
when the poor diſperſed, deſpiſed, and perſecuted jews 
ſhall be converted and reſtored, and the word and ſpirit of 
God ſhall be given to them, and continue with them for 
ever. Let us rejoice that we have this word and ſpirit, and 
be careful to improve the aſſiſtance of both. Let us pray 
and hope that they may be continued to our ſeed, and to 
our ſeed's ſeed. But we ſhould remember, that if we defire 
Chriſt ſhould be our Redeemer, we muſt turn from tranſ- 
greſſion; for he was ſent 10 = us by turning us from our 
iniquities; without that, we ſhall periſh in them, 


* 
— — * 
— —- 
: 


_ CHAP, LX. | | 
Tus chapter 2922 of the glorious ſtate of the goſpel church, 

ee in the latter day, when jeus and gentiles ſhall be 
conver. * x 


: A RISE, from obſcurity, ſhine; for thy light is 
come, and the glory of the Loxp is riſen. upon 

2 thee; /hine forth thyſelf, and enlighten others. For, be- 
hold, the darkneſs ſhall cover the earth, and groſs 
darkneſs the people; the gentiles ſhall be groſily ignorant, 
and the jews blinded by the ſtrongeſt Kr 
Lonp ſhall ariſe upon thee, and his glory ſhall be ſeen 

3 upon thee. And the Gentiles ſhall come: to thy light, 
and kings to the brightneſs of thy rifing ; the converfien 
of the jews ſhall be a means of ſpreading chriftianity among. 

4 the gentiles. Lift up thine eyes round about, and fee: 
all they gather themſelves together, they come to thee: 
thy ſons ſhall come from far, and thy daughters ſhall 
be nurſed at [thy] fide ; here ſhall be numerous converts 

5 added to the chriſtian church. I hen thou ſhalt ſee, and 
flow together, and thine heart ſhall fear, and * 1 

| arged; 


rr 
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larged; thou 419 feel a tumult of conflitting paſſions ;" 
becauſe the abundance of the ſea ſhall be converted unto 
thee, thy converts ſhall come from beyond the ſea, the forces 
of the gentiles ſhall come unto thee, their Zea! ſhall be 
6 employed to promote the cauſe of Chriſt,* The multitude of 
camels ſhall cover thee, the dromedaries of Midian and 
Ephah; all they from Sheba ſhall come: they ſhall 
bring gold and incenſe; and they ſhall ſhow forth the 
| — of the LoxD; the gentiles becoming members of the 
church, ſhall conſecrate themſelues and all they have to the 
ſervice of Chriſt and his church, and ſuppiy thee according to 
7 their ſeveral abilities. All the flocks of Kedar ſhall be 
thered together unto thee, the rams of Nebaioth 
ſhall miniſter unto thee : they ſhall come up with ac- 
ceptance on mine altar, the tribute of praiſe ſhall be accept- 
able to me, and 1 will glorify the houſe of my glory, 
make my church glorious by this acceſs of the gentiles to it. 
8 Who [are] bete [that] fly as a cloud, and as the doves 
to their windows, wn, come in crouds with great eager- 
9 meſs and ſpeed ? Surely the iſtes ſhall wait for me, be ready 
to receive the 7. and the ſhips of Tarſhiſh firſt, to 
bring thy ſons from far, their ſilver and their gold with 
them, unto the name of the Lord thy God, and to the 
10 Holy One of Iſrael, becauſe he hath glorified thee. And 
the ſons of ers ſhall build up thy walls, and their 
kings ſhall miniſter unto thee ; the kings of the heathens 
ſtall i become chriſtians, and bring their wealth to the church: 
for in my wrath 1 ſmote thee, but in my favour have I 

11 had mercy on thee. Therefore thy gates ſhall be o 
continually , they ſhall not be ſhut day nor night: that 
[men] may bring unto thee the forces of the gentiles, 
and [that] chaie Claga [may be] brought ; intimating the 
peace and ſecurity of the church, and the vaſt acceſſion of con- 
12 verts t04t, For the nation and kingdom that will not 
ſerve thee ſhall periſh; yea [thoſe] nations ſhall be ut- 
13 terly waſted. The glory of Lebanon, famous for its 
A a 3 cedars, 


” Bp. Lowrn tranſlates it, Then ſhalt thou fours and overflow 
with 2 „ and thy heart ſhell be ruffled and dilated, 

* Theſe 6gures are taken from the jewith worſhip, and from 
multitudes coming to bring their ſacrifices and their wealth to 
Jeruſalem, by ſea and land, 
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cedars, ſhall come unto thee, the fir tree, the pine tree, 
_ and the box together, to beautify the place of my ſanc- 
tuary; and I will make the place of my feet glorious ; 
urative expreſſions, intimating that the church ſhall be 
adornei and perfected by the gifts and graces of its members, 
their different talents and abilities; yet, in all its ſplendour, 
14 it will be but God's footftool, The ſons alſo of them that 
- afflicted thee, ſhall come bending unto thee : and all 
they that deſpiſed thee ſhall bow themſelves down at 
the ſoles of thy feet; the ſons of perſecutors ſhall become 
8 and they ſhall call thee, The city of the 
x RD, the Zion of the Holy One of Iſrael. | 
15 Whereas thou haſt been forſaken and hated, ſo that 
no man went through [thee,] I will make thee an 
eternal excellency, a joy of many generations; the jews 
Pall have ſome peculiar honour ſhowed them by thoſe who 
16 'had perſecuted or deſpiſed them. Thou ſhalt alſo ſuck the 
milk of the gentiles, and ſhalt ſuck the breaſt of kings; 
and thou ſhalt know that I the Loxo ſam] thy Saviour 
and thy Redeemer, the mighty one of Jacob; I will 
mut into the hearts of princes ſuch a care for my church, that 
they ſpall contribute to its welfare as readily and as tenderly 
as a mother ſuckles her child; that is, not from political de- 
17 fan, but from a cordial affection. For braſs I will bri 
f god, and for iron I will bring filver, and for w 
ſs, and for ftones iron; it ſhall be ſuperior even to 
Solomon's temple : J will alſo make thy officers peace, and 
thine exactors righteouſneſs ; that is, rulers and governors 
ſhall be peaceable and mild, juſt and righteous; or, the 
equity and love with which all the affairs of the church are 
carried on, ſhall influence their conduct in civil relations. 
18 Violence ſhall no more be heard in thy land, waſtin 
nor deſtruction within thy borders; but thou ſhalt 
thy walls Salvation, and thy gates Praiſe ; no enemy ſhall 
waſte you, there ſhall be no civil diſſentions; but thou ſhalt 
ſee thyſelf ſurrounded with ſalvation, as with walls, and 
give thy gates ſuch names in memory of mercies received, 4s 
19 ſhall remind thee of praiſing God for them. The ſun ſhall 
be no more thy light by day ; neither for brightneſs 
ſhall the moon give light unto thee z the light of the fun 
| a 
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and moon ſhall be nothing, compared with the light of God's 
countenance, and the jay of his ſalvation : but the Loa 
ſhall be unto thee an everlaſting light, and thy God 
thy glory; thy charatter and graces ſhall ſhine, and bear 

a reſemblance of his luſtre ;, or, thy relation to him, and in- 

20 tereſt in him, will be thy greateſt honour. T hy ſun, that is, 
the preſence of God with thee, ſhall no more go down; 
neither ſhall thy moon withdraw itſelf : for the Logo 
ſhall be thine everlaſting light, and the days of thy 

21 mourning ſhall be ended.” Thy people alſo [ſhall be] 
all righteous: they ſhall inherit the land for ever, the 
branch of my planting, the work of my hands, that I 
may be glorified ; they ſhall be a more pure and holy ſociety 
than ever before, and ſhall aſcribe all to God; and he ſhall 

22 be gloriſied in them, A little one ſhall become a thou- 
ſand, and a (mall one a ſtrong nation: I the Loxp will 
haſten it in his time; let not my people be diſcouraged, be- 
cauſe they are weak and feeble ; the Lord will ſupport and 
ſpread his goſpel, till all theſe great things are accomphſhed. 


REFLECTIONS. 


I. 1 A leſſon here taught, is to adore God 
for his goſpel, and to encourage our hopes and 
prayers for its ſupport and ſpread. Particularly let us 
thank him that it has been eſtabliſhed in the earth; that fo 
many kings are become chriſtians; that this land, once 
covered with groſs darkneſs, is made light. Still it ſhall 
ſpread, and have a more glorious triumph, as all thoſe 
figures, taken from earthly glory and jewiſh worſhip, ſhow. 
Let us long for that day; and in the mean time ſhine 
ourſelves in all chriſtian graces; and thus ſhow forth the 
praiſes of him who hath called us out of darkneſs into his mar- 
vellous light. | 
2. When men become fincere chriſtians, they will readi- 
ly conſecrate their ſubſtance to the Lord. It is intimated 
in ſeveral parts of this chapter, that kings and great men, 
upon embracing the goſpel, ſhall give their wealth to the 
A a4 church, 


Some underſtand this of the heavenly world, to which theſe 
phraſes are applied in the book of Revelations. 
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church, that is, devote it to acts of piety and charity. True 

religion enlarges the heart, ſubdues a narrow. {eltih ſpirit; 

and where men find themſelves backward to acts of charity, 

eſpecially to the fouls of men and the ſupport of the goſ- 

pel, they have great reaſon to fear that they are yet ſtrangers 
to the grace of God. 

3. Thoſe who have a ſenſe of the favour of Gol, and 
enjoy the tokens. of his preſence, will be but little concern. 
ed about worldly things. They can be content and thank- 
ful without many of thoſe things in which the men ot this 
world place their happineſs. The light of the ſun and moon 
are as nothing to them, compared with the preſence and 
love of God; they can walk in his light, and be happy in 
his love, when all is dark and gloomy around them : and 
will be completely happy when the ſun and moon are no 
more. | 


4. God will do every thing great and good for his peo- 
ple in the moſt convenient ſeaſon. They are apt to be diſ- 
couraged, to douht, and fear; but whatever difficulties are 
in the way of the church's continuance, increaſe and proſ- 
; perity, and the happineſs of particular ſouls, God the 

ord will effect it; he will do it in his time, which is 
always the beſt. Therefore let us truſt in him; ho the 
Jatvaiion tarry, wait for it, for at length it will come, and will 
nut tarry. The Lord is a God of judgment; and bleſſed are all 
they that wait for him, | 
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CHAP. LXI, LXII. 


The beſt interpreter of ſeripture, that is, Chriſt, applies the for- 
mer part of this chapter to himſelf, Luke xiv. 18, 21, ſay- 
ing, This day is this ſcripture fulfilled in your ears.“ 

I 6 Spirit of the Logp God [is] upon me; be- 
Sar 


cauſe the Loxp hath anointed me, /ath ſet me 

part 10 the office, by the communications of his ſpirit, (as 
kings and prigſts are by being anointed) to preach. good 
tidings unto the meek, 10 the poor in ſpirit ; he hath 
ſent me to bind up the broken hearted, hoſe who 
; ; are 
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are wounded under a ſenſe of guilt, to proclaim liberty to 
the. captives of /in, Satan, and death, and the opening of 
the priſon, or, perfect liberty, to [them that are] bound; 
2 To proclaim the acceptable year of the Logo ; the year 
of jubile, which was the Lord's appointment, and very ac- 
ceptable to the poor, as debts were then cancelled, flaves re- 
leaſed, and mortgaged eſtates reſtored; (Lev. xxv. 9.) and 
the day of vengeance of our God, of his righteous Judg- 
ments on the enemies of his goſpel; to comfort all that 
3 mourn; To appoint unto them that mourn in Zion 
joy and gladneſs, to give unto them beauty, or, a beauti- 
ful crown, tor aſhes, the oil of joy for mourning, the 
garment of praiſe for the ſpirit of heavineſs ; that they 
might be called trees of righteouſneſs, the planting of 
the Lokp, that he might be glorified : the end of all is 
to promote their righteouſneſs and God's glory. — The next 
verſes refer to the return of the jews to their own land in the 
latter day, and their proſperity in it. 
4 And they ſhall build the old waſtes, they ſhall raiſe 
up the former deſolations, and they ſhall repair the 
5 waſte cities, the deſolations of many generations. And 
ſtrangers ſhall ſtand and feed your flocks, and the ſons 
of the alien ſhall be] your ploughmen and your vine 
dreilcers ; the gentiles ſhall love and be ready to ſerve you: 
6 But ye ſhall be named the Prieſts of the Logp : [men] 
ſhall call you the Miniſters of our God; ye ſhall become 
a kingdom of prieſts, as formerly, and be holy unto the Lord: 
ye ſhall eat the riches of the gentiles, and in their glory 
ſhall ye boaſt yourſelves ; ye ſhall partake of their plenty, 
7 and become inſtruments of their converſion. For your 
moms [oe ſhall have] double, ixſtead of ſbame ye ſpall 
have double glory; and [for} confuſion they ſhall rejoice 
in their portion: therefore in their land they ſhall poſſeſs 
the double: everlaſting joy ſhall be unto them; as he 
land will long have lain berren, he will repay them by extraor- 
dinary fruitfulneſs, and uninterrupted peace and profpericy. 
y t 


„ Here is a reference to the manner of mourning among the 
Jews; they put on ſackcloth, or coarſe garments, and ſpread duſt 
or aſhes on their heads, inſtead of oil, (ſee 2 Sam. xiv. 2.) On 
the contrary, ſplendid clothiog and ointment poured an the head 
were ſigns of joy. 
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8 For I the Lonp love judgment, I hate robbery for burnt 
offering; and I will direct their work in truth, and [ 
will make an everlaſting covenant with them; the reaſon 
' why I rejefied them was their wickedneſs, which was as 
hateful to me, as if a man ſhould ſteal a beaſt, and then 

come andoffer it; but now they ſhall ſerve me in ſpirit and 

9 truth, and be reſtored to my covenant. And their ſeed ſhall 

be known among the gentiles, and their offspring among 

the people; they and their deſcendants ſhall become illuſtrious 

and remarkable, and be known as God's antient people, to 

whom the promiſes originally belonged: all that ſee them ſhall 

acknowledge them, that they [are] the ſeed [which] the 

Lox hath bleſſed; ſuch piety ſhall appear in them, that 

all ſhall ſay they are "worthy favourites of the Lord. —The 
church is then repreſented as breaking out into a ſong of 

10 praiſe I will greatly rejoice in the Lorp, my foul 

ſhall. be joyful in my — for he hath clothed me 

with the garments of ſalvation, he hath covered me 

with the robe of righteouſneſs, with ſalvation, as a gar- 

ment, and righteouſneſs, as a robe; as a bridegroom deck- 

eth [himſelt ] with ornaments, and as a bride adorneth 

11 [herſelf ] with her jewels. For as the earth bringeth 

forth her bud, and as the garden cauſeth the things 

that are ſown in it to ſpring forth; ſo the Lord Gop 

will cauſe righteouſneſs and praiſe to ſpring forth before 

all the nations; as ſeeds and plants in a garden ſeem lo lie 

dead in winter, but in the ſpring revive and grow, ſo God 

will make tus goſpel ſpread, and the jewiſh church remarkable 

thro* the world. 

Char. LXII. Encouraged by the promiſes in the fore- 

going chapter, the prophet, in the name 22 God's people, 

1 declares, For Zion's ſake will I not hold my peace, and 

for Jeruſalem's ſake I will not reſt, until the righteouſ- 

neſs thereof go forth as brightneſs, and the ſalvation 

thereof as a lamp [that] burneth; until its deliverance 

and righteouſneſs become. illuſtrious in the eyes of all the 

2 world, And God _— the gentiles ſhall ſee thy 

Y righteouſneſs, and all kings thy glory: and thou ſhalt 
| be called by a new name, which the mouth of the Lorp 

| ſhall name; ſome , the chriſtian name; but it = 
refers 
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3 refers to a new and better ſtate. Thou ſhalt alſo be a 
. crown of glory in the hand of the Logo, and a royal 
- _ diadem in the hand of thy God; thou ſhalt be precious 

and honourable to him, and his per fections ſhall be diſplayed 

4 and glorified in thee, Thou ſhalt no more be termed 
Forſaken; neither ſhall thy land any more be termed 
Deſolate: but thou ſhalt be called Hephzibah, „lie 
object of my delight, and thy land Beulah, ihe wedded 
matron : for the Loxo delighteth in thee, and thy land 

5 ſhall be married.“ For [as] a young man marrieth a 
virgin, [ſo] ſhall thy ſons marry thee: and [as] the 
bridegroom rejoiceth over the bride, [ſo] ſhall thy God 
rejoice over thee ; thou ſhalt live in harmony and love, and 
be no more ſeparated." 

6 I have ſet watchmen upon thy walls, O Jeruſalem, 
[which] ſhall never hold their peace day nor night; 
miniſters ſhall take pains to promote in their people a devout 
pirit: ye that make mention of the Lorp, or, ye that 

7 are the Lord's remembrancers, keep not filence, And 

ive him no reſt, till he eſtabliſn, and till he make 
eruſalem a praiſe in the earth.* 

8 The Lord hath ſworn by his right hand, and by the 
arm of his ſtrength, Surely I will no more give thy 
corn [to be] meat for thine enemies; and the ſons of 
the ſtranger ſhall not drink thy wine, for the which 

9 thou haſt laboured: But they that have gathered it 
ſhall eat it, and praiſe the Loxp; and they that have 
brought it together ſhall drink it in the courts of my 
holineſs,* 
| The 


The jewiſh church is here repreſented as married to the Lord, 
and, for its unbelief, divorced ; but hereafter it ſhall be taken 
into favour again, and ſhall be as much delighted with return- 
ing to its own country and living in it, as a — is with 
his bride. 

d' It, was cuſtomary in the eaſt for youths that were never mar- 
ried always to marry virgins, and widowers, however young, to 
_ widows. See Harmer's Obſervations, in loc. 

© The prophet here ſpeaks of God after the manner of men, 
as overcome by importunity. 

This muſt refer to ſomething future; for it is not applicable 


to the ſtate of the jews in any paſt period, There is probably 
2 reference to Deut. xii, 


3a [248A Lat n 


The prophet, firmly believing their general reſtoration, 
10 ſpeaks of it as now doing: Go through, go through the 
gates; prepare ye the way of the people; caft up, caſt 
up the highway; gather out the ſtones ; remove all ob- 
faces, give them all aſſiſtance; lift up a ſtandard for the 
11 people, 10 call them together amidſt their diſperſion. Be- 
hold, the Loxo hath proclaimed unto the end of the 
world, Say ye to the daughters. of Zion, Behold, thy 
ſalvation cometh ; behold, his reward [is] with him, 
and his work before him; embrace the Meſſiah, in wwhi/e 
12 ſervice you ſhall find great advantage. And they ſhall call 
them, The holy people, The redeemed of the Lox : 
and thou ſhalt be called, Sought out, A city not for- 
ſaken; a people taken into covenant again, and never more 

to be caſt out. 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. F TJ OW welcome to our fouls ſhould Chriſt be, who 

came on ſo gracious an errand. How wretched 
was the ſtate of mankind before he came! Slaves of fin, 
captives of Satan, priſoners of death. But he proclaims 
liberty, communicates peace and comfort, and leads to 
everlaſting joy. How venerable is the character of Chriſt, 
ſo richly anointed with the Spirit for this purpoſe! and 
how well has he executed his office | Let us rejoice that he 
hath done it ; welcome him into our hearts, and ſeek com- 
fort and ſalvation thro' him. Remember that the great 
end of his miffion and miniſtration, and all the comforts 
which he beſtows on his people, is, that they may be righ- 
teous; trees of righteouſneſs, bringing forth the fruit of 
it abundantly ; ornaments-to the church, and ſerviceable to 
all about them. 

2. How profane and impious is it to devote to works of 
charity and piety what is diſhoneſtly procured, v. 8, Too 
much of this has been practiſed among chriſtians. Many 
hoſpitals have been built and endowed, with the fruits of 
rapine and the ſpoils of the poor. God loves judgment in 

vernors ; and between man and man, in their commerce, 

ings, and converſation; but he hates injuſtice and op- 
| preſſion z 
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preflion; and thoſe who think to atone for their diſhoneſty 
by ſuch acts of charity, will find themſelves miſerably de- 
ceived, for the unrighteous ſhall not enter the kingdom of Cod. 

3. How much is it the duty of all God's people to be 
conſtant and earneſt interceſſors with him for the proſperity 
of the church, and the advancement of religion! In how 
lively and encouraging a manner is this duty urged upon 
us! We are not to hold our peace, not to reſt, not to keep 
ſilence, nor give God reſt; all which implies great fervency 
and perſeverance in prayer. It is not enough that the 
watchmen pray; but all God's people, all who make men- 
tion of his name, muſt alſo pray; otherwiſe they are not 
his people, for they want love both to God and man. He 
allows and encourages us to be importunate with him. It 
is very defirable that there were more of this devout, fer- 
vent ſpirit among us, The decay of it is one of the cleareſt 
proofs. of national degeneracy, and one of the ſtrongeſt 
ſymptoms of national ruin. Whatever others do therefore, 
let us continue in prayer, aud watch thereunto with all perſe- 
Ver ance. 


2 * 1 - px 


| C HAP. LXIII. 

The prophet having deſcribed the proſperity of the jews in the 
Fi obigeo E. 8 deſcribe the day of 8 on their 
enemies, which he had juſt mentioned. (See ch. Ixi. 2.) They 
are called Edomites, becauſe theſe were the antient enemies of 
God's people ; and the beginning of the chapter is parallel to 
ſeveral paſſages in the Revelations which refer to this event. 
There, as in Ezekiel, their enemies are called Gog and Magog; 

' Sheſe ſhall attack them after their ſettlement, but be deſtroyed 
by the immediate hand of heaven. The prophet uſes a drama- 
tic form, or dialogue. | 

1 W HO ſis] this that cometh from Edom, with 

dyed garments from Bozrah,* this that is] 
glorious in his apparel, travelling in the greatneſs of his 
ſtrength, 


A chief . as Edom ſigniſies red, and Bozrah vin- 
mage, theſe may general expreſſions for conquered enemies, 
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ſtrength, with an air of majeſty, and not like one fatigued 
or wounded ? The heroic warrior is repreſented as anſwering, 


i I that ſpeak in righteouſneſs, mighty to fave; 1, the 
| 2 Meſſiah, who am faithful to all my promiſes, Wherefore 
= | art thou] red in thine apparel, ſprinkled withi blood, and 


thy garments like him that treadeth in the wine fat ? 

3 The Meſſiah anſwers, I have trodden the wine preſs 

alone; and of the people [there was] none with me: 

for I will tread them in mine anger, and trample them 

in my fury, as eaſily and effetually as grapes are cruſhed in 

a wine preſs; and their blood ſhall be ſprinkled _ 

4 my garments,” and I will ſtain all my raiment. For 

the day of vengeance [is] in mine heart, and the year 

of my redeemed, the time when they ſhall be redeemed, is 

5 come. And I looked, and [there was] none to help; 

and I wondered that [there was] none to uphold : there- 

fore mine own arm brought ſalvation unto me; and my 

fury, it upheld me; that is, - my zeal and concern for my 

6 people. And I will tread down the people in mine anger, 

and make them drunk in my fury, and I will bring 

dove their ſtrength to the earth. — Tie church then breaks 

out into grateful acknowledgments of former favours, as an 
encouragement to hope for what is promiſed. 

I will mention the loving kindneſſes of the Lox, 

jonny the praiſes of the Logo, according to all that the 

.ORD hath beſtowed on us, and the great neſs to- 

ward the houſe of Iſrael, which he hath beſtowed on 

them according to his mercies, and according to the 

$- multitude of his loving kindneſſes. For he ſaid, Surely 

| they [are] my people, children [that] will not lie; 

| they are the children of my ſervants in covenant with me, and 

| will not be falſe and treacherous : ſo he was their Saviour; 

| 9 he afted as if they had been faithful. In all their affliction 

0 he was afflicted, he was tenderly affected, and ſympathized 

| with them, and the angel of his preſence, that is, Chriſt, 

whom they tempted in the wilderneſs, ſaved them: ” his 

ove 


f The whole of this verſe intimates, that the final ruin of 
the enemies of the converted jews ſhall not be owing to human 
means or power, but to the immediate hand of G 
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love and in his pity he redeemed them; * and he bare 
to them, and carried them all the days of old. But they 
rebelled and vexed his holy ſpirit, which directed Moſes 
and the elders of Ijrael , therefore he was turned to be 
11 their enemy, [and] he fought againſt them, Then he 
remembered the days of old, Moſes, [and] his people, 
[ſaying,] Where [is] he that brought them up out of 
the.ſea with the ſhepherd, or ſhepherds, of his flock, that 
is, Moſes and Aaron? where [is] he that = his holy 
12 Spirit within him ? > That led [them] by the right 
hand of Moſes with his glorious arm, dividing the 
water before them, to make himſelf an everlaſting name? 
13 That led them through the deep, as an horſe in the 
wilderneſs, [that] they ſhould not ſtumble ? as a horſe 
14 runs ſafely and ſwiftly in a plain open country: As a beaſt 
goeth down into the valley 7 feed where he finds abund- 
ance, the Spirit of the Logo cauſed him to reſt: ſo didſt 
thou lead thy people into Canaan, to make thyſelf a 


glorious name.—Then follows a prayer ſuited to the preſent - 


caſe of the jews, in their diſperſion, which is continued to 
the end of the next chapter. 


15 Look down from heaven, and behold from the ha- 


bitation of thy holineſs and of mY glory: where [is] 
thy zeal, hy great compaſſion, thy ſtrength, the 


ſounding, or multitude, of thy bowels, and of thy mercies 


toward me ? are they reſtrained ? are they quite gone? 


16 Doubtleſs thou [art] our father, though Abraham be- 


ignorant of us, and Iſrael acknowledge us not; 1% 
they are dead and gone, and can afford us no relief, or, if 
they could, would not, becauſe we have been ſo wicked ; yet 


thou, O Lox, [art] our father, our redeemer ; thy 
name [is] from everlaſting ; O deliver us for the ſake of". 


17 thy name. O Lob, why haſt thou made us to err from 


thy ways? [and] hardened our heart from thy fear? 


why haſt thou ſuffered us to do it, and done thoſe things in 
vita | the 


© Bp. Lowe u tranſlates the paſſage thus: It was not an ervey nor 
an angel of his preſence that ſaved them; thro" his laue and his in- 
dulgence he himſelf redeemed them. „ en 9 94 
By an elegant figure God is repreſented as recollecting their 
former importance, as an argument to ſhow them favour, tho' 
undeſerving. 
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the courſe of thy providence, from which thou kneweſt our 
perverſe heart would take occaſion to depart from thee ? 
Return # us in mercy, for thy ſervants fake, the tribes 
18 of thine inheritance. The people of thy holineſs have 
poſſeſſed [it] but a little while : our adverſaries have 
19 trodden down thy ſanctuary. We are ¶ thine: ] thou 
never bareſt rule over them; they were not called by 
thy name; we are thy. covenant people, and they are not; 
ar rather, tue have loug been a3 thaſe over whom thou didit 
not rule, who have not been called by thy name: which ſenſe 
agrees well with the preſent conditton of the jews. 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. H O W glorious is the character of Chriſt, as here. 
deſcribed. What a great and majeſtic Saviour ! He 
ſpeaks in righteouſneſs; his commands are all righteous, and 
he is faithful to his promiſes. He is able to ſave his people 
in the greateſt extremity, and to overcome their moſt 
numerous and mighty enemies. How ſafely then may we 
truſt in him! How ſecure are the intereſts of the church, 
and thoſe. of every particular believer, in ſuch mighty and 
gracious hands ! | | 

2, Let us learn carefully to remember, and ſeriouſly to 

mention, the laving kindneſs of the Lord. What a variety of 
rong expreſſions does the prophet, in the name of the 
church, uſe to deſcribe it! Let it teach us to remember his 
ineſs to us, to our families, to our country, and to the 
church of God, This will ſhow us the baſeneſs and guilt 
of. our own ingratitude and rebellion, and thus lead us to 
zantance; and it will encourage our hope in him, not- 
withſtanding our guilt and unworthineſs. 

3. From the covenant relation between God and his peo- 
ple, he may reaſonably expect faithfulneſs from them, and 
they ſalvation. from him, His people are children that will 
at lie; their character is, that they to not diſſemble in their 

| covenant 

This Iſaiah foreſaw, and therefore prepared this prayer for the 
ple; and this is the caſe with the holy land; it was deſtroyed 
the Romans, is poſſeſſed by the Turks, and thus trodden un - 
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covenant tranſactions, but are ſincere and honeſt; they 
mean what they ſay, and perform what they promiſe. If 
they do not this, whatever they may think of themſelves, 
they are not God's children; but children of the devil, who 
was a liar from the beginning. If we are faithful, he will be 
our Saviour; will dcliver us from fin and hell, and con- 
duct us to immortal glory. But if we rebel, and vex his 
holy Spirit, that ſtrives with us, he will turn to be our ene- 
my, and will fight againſt us; we ſhall loſe our beſt friend, 
and fall into the hands of the moſt formidable enemy. 

4. We may from this chapter draw many noble argu- 
ments and encouragements in prayer, eſpecially in time of 
trouble. We may obſerve Gods tender regard to his peo- 
ple: he is offlited in their affiiftion;, like a tender parent 
ſympathizing with a fick child ; his bowels yearn over his 
ſuffering ſervants, He is fo good that he makes his for- 
mer mercies an argument to beſtow further favours ; which 
men would rather conſider as an argument againſt doing it. 
Let us think of our covenant relation to him ; and plead 
theſe things in prayer: let fatherleſs children eſpecially, 
remember, that tho? their parents are ignorant of them, and 
acknowledge them not, yet God is their father, and his name is 
everlaſting. Let them ſeriouſly addreſs him under that title; 


and in him the fatherleſs will find mercy. 


C H A P. IXI. 


This is a continuation of the prayer begun in the former chapter. 
It deſcribes the caſe, and is intended for the uſe of the jews in 
their preſent diſperſed ſtate, and not their captivity in Baby- 

un, as ſome underſtand it. | | 
I H that thou wouldſt rend the heavens, that thou 
wouldſt come down, that the mountains might 
flow down at thy preſence! Oh that God would look upon 
us, and ſhaw himſelf as viſibly in our favour as he did to our 
fathers at mount Sinai, when there was ſuch thunder, light= 
ning, and rain, as made the mountains look as if they were 
2 melted down; As [when] the melting fire burneth, the 
Vol. V. B b | fire 


* 


is 


—— 
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fire cauſeth the waters to boil, or when the fire make the 
metals melt, and the waters bail, to make thy name 
known to thine adverſaries, [that] the nations may 
3 tremble at thy preſence. When thou didft terrible 
things [which] we looked not for, in our deliverance 
from Egypt, and at mount Sinai, thou cameſt down, the 
4 mountains flowed down at thy preſence. For fince the 
beginning of the world [men] have not heard, nor per- 
ceived by the ear, neither hath the eye ſeen, O God, 
| beſides thee, [what] he hath prepared for him that 
waiteth for him; or, as in the margin of our bibles, neither 
hath the eye ſeen a God beſides thee which aoeth ſo for him 
5 that waiteth for him. Thou meeteſt him that rejoiceth 
and worketh righteouſneſs, that is, thou meeteſt with thy 
favour, or with joy, thoſe who ſerve thee cheerfully, [thoſe 
that] remember thee in thy ways, who obſerve and own 
thy providence, and regard thee in every merciful and afflic- 
tive event: behold, thou art wroth; for we have fin- 
ned: in thoſe is continuance, and we ſhall be ſaved; 
that is, in thoſe ways of thine, eſpecially thy ways of mercy, 
there is continuance ; thy mercy is everlaſting, therefore we 
6 /hall be ſaved.” But we are all as an unclean [thing,] 
and all our righteouſneſſes [are] as filthy rags; our beſt 
\ ſervices are imperfect, defettive, and mixed with pollution: 
and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the 
wind, have taken us away; as the wind doth a withered 
leaf, thou haſt driven us out of our land, and deprived us of 
7 good, And [there is] none that calleth upon thy name, 
none who is earneſt in his interceſſion for us, that ſtirreth 
up himſelf to take hold of thee, to avert the judgment; 
an alluſion to holding à man's hand when he is going 10 
ftrike : for, or rather, therefore, thou haſt hid thy face 
from us, and haſt conſumed us, becauſe of our iniquities. 
8 But now, O Lorp, thou [art] our father; we [are] 
the clay, and thou our potter; and we all [are] the 
work of thy hand, 
9 Be 
This ſpeaks the unſearchable wiſdom and grace of God in 
his ſcheme for the ſalvation of his people; as if he had ſaid, 
Thou haſt not yet done thy utmoſt, there is ſtill more in reſerve. 


! LowTn tranſlates it; Lo thou art angry (for wwe have ſinned) 
becauſe of our deeds, for we have been rebellious. 
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9 Be not wroth very ſore, O Lox, neither remember 
iniquity for ever: behold, ſee, we beſeech thee, we 
[are] all thy people; thy peculiar, covenant people, and 

10 not thy creatures only. Thy holy cities are a wilderneſs, 
Zion is a wilderneſs, Jeruſalem a deſolation; even Sion 
and Jeruſalem, the upper and lower city, and all the cities 

I1 of the holy land alſo, are deſolate. Our holy and our beau- 
tiful houſe, where our fathers praiſed thee, is burned 
up with fire: and all our pleaſant things are laid waſte z 
not only the temple, but the palace and the ſynagogues are 

12 deſtroyed. Wilt thou refrain thyſelf for theſe [things, ] 
O Lord ? wilt thou hold thy peace, and afflict us very 
ſore ? Wilt thou neither ſhow compaſſion to us, nor execute 

judgment upon thoſe that oppreſs us? 


REFLECTIONS 


I. E T us learn to entertain high thoughts of the 
power, wiſdom, and goodneſs of God. What a 
beautiful idea of them is there in this chapter! He is able, 
and intends, to do what his people have never ſeen nor 
heard of before; ſomething beyond their higheſt concep- 
tion. The apoſtle accommodates this remark to the goſpel 
_ diſpenſation, 1 Cor. ii. 9. Eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, 
neither have entered into the heart of man, to conceive the 
things which God hath prepared for them that love him; becauſe 
it revealed glorious things, which human wiſdom could not 
diſcover. It is alſo applicable to the future ſtate of the 
righteous ; for we can form no idea equal to what God in- 
tends for them. As we defire to, be the objects of divine 
favour, and to ſhare in the bleſſings of his people, let us 
wait for him in the way of duty, and love him with all our 
hearts, | | 
2. Let us obſerve the character of good men, as it is 
here deſcribed; examine ourſelves by it, and endeavour to 
anſwer it in our conduct. He will meet them who rejoice and 
work righteouſneſs, who are faithful and conſtant in the diſ- 
charge of their whole duty, and who do it cheerfully. Let 
us rejoice in God, in our relation and obligations to him. 
Let us remember him in his ways, whether of judgment or 
B b 2 mercy z 
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mercy; and accommodate our temper to his various provi- 
dences, He will then meet us; admit us to converſe with 
him; viſit us with his favour, and ſhow himſelf as our 
friend and helper. 

3. We are taught our duty in times of publick trouble, 
and that is, humbly to bewail our fins before God; our guilt 
and pollution, and the imperfection of our righteouſneſs; 
to deprecate the continuance of his anger, and intreat his 
kind and powerful appearances for us; to ſeek his mercy to 
remove our calamities, and his grace to reform our man- 
ners. On this errand we may comfortably apply to him, 
as our creator and father, wio has ſhown ſo much goodneſs 
in our creation and ſupport ; and much more, as our God 
in Jeſus Chriſt, But let us remember, that if we deſire 


theſe bleſſings, we muſt fir up our ſelves to take hold on God; 


do all we can to quicken our ſpirits; and engage all that is 
within us in this important work. Then we may hope that 
our prayers will prevail, and that God will ſtir up his ſtrength, 
and come and ſave us. 


— — — 


— : 


CHAP. LXV. 


This chapter is an anſwer to the people's complaint in the fore- 
going one, of God's rejetting them ;, informing them that it 
was for their ſins, eſpecially their rejection of Chriſt, when 
the gentiles received him; and it concludes with promiſes of 
their future reſtoration. 


1 FT AM ſought of [them that] aſked not [for me;] I am 
found of [them that] ſought me not; I am ſought 
now of them that aſked not after me before, (thus St. Paul 
interprets the words, Nom. ix. 25, Sc. and ch. x. 20.) 
I faid, Behold me, behold me, unto a nation [that] I 
was not called by my name; I manifeſted myſelf to them 
2 and invited them to ſeek me. I have ſpread out my hands 
all the day with great earneſine/s unto a rebellious peo- 
ple, which walketh in a way [that was] not-good, after 
their own thoughts; after their corrupt doctrines and 
3 ſuperſtitious ways of worſhip, A people that provoketh 


me 
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me to anger continually to my face; that ſacrificeth in 
gardens, and burneth incenſe upon altars of brick; 
4 Which remain among the graves, and lodge in the 
monuments, who uſe abominable rites in hanour of the 
dead, or to conſult them, which eat ſwine's fleſh, % for- 
bidden by the law, becauſe uſed in idolatrous rites among the 
heathen, and broth of abominable | things is in] their 
5 veſſels, ſuch as a kid ſeethed in its mother*s miltʒ Which 
ſay, Stand by thyſelt, come not near to me; for J am 
holier than thou; valuing themſelves on their own ſanclity, 
and counting others unclean aud profane: an exact deſcription 
of the character of the phariſecs in Chriſt's time. Theſe [are] 


8 a ſmoke in my noſe, a fire that burneth all the day; 
. 6 they are offenſive, as the ſmoke of wet wood, Behold, [it 
N is] written before me, I will not forget it: J will not 


keep filence, but will recompenſe, even recompenſe into 
7 their boſom, Your iniquities, and the iniquities of your 
fathers together, ſaith the Loxb, which have burned. 
incenſe upon the mountains, and blaſphemed me upon 
the hills: therefore will I meaſure their former work into 
their boſom; I will take their former and latter fins into 
account when I come to puniſh them as a nation. Never- 
theleſs there ſhall be a remnant according to the election of 
grace: for 
3 Thus faith the Lok, as the new wine, or rather, a 
good grape, is found in the cluſter, and [one] faith, De- 
ſtroy it not, for a bleſſing [is] in it: fo will I do for 
my ſervants ſakes, that I may not deſtroy them all; 
as when a man who is pruning a vine, and cutting out the 
dead branches, ſees a cluſter likely to ripen, he leaves it, 
ſaying, theſe will become good grapes; ſo ſome of the jews 
Hall be converted, and ſome of the unbeuevers ſhall be ſpared, 
Bb 3 in 
n It is objected, that this cannot be applied to the jews after 
their captivity, becauſe they were then free from idolatry ; bur it 
may refer partly to the idolatry of their fachers, as in v. 7. It 
chiefly deſcribes their wickedneſs in Chriſt's time, in language 
taken from their antient manner of tranſgreſſing; it is a kind of 
proverbial expreſſion for worſhipping God in a way that he hath 
not directed, as incenſe and a pure ſacrifice are put for goſpel 


worſhip ; or it may refer to their complying with popiſh idolatry 
to avoid perſecution, as many of the jews yet do. 
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in hope that a better generation will riſe out of them: as it 

9 fellows; And will bring forth a ſeed out of Jacob, and 

out of Judah an inheritor of my mountains: and mine 

elect ſhall inherit it, and my ſervants ſhall dwell there. 

10 And Sharon ſhall be a fold of flocks, and the valley of 

Achor a place for the herds to lie down in, for my peo- 
ple that have ſought me." | 

11 But ye [are] they that forſake the Lorp, that for- 

get my holy mountain, that prepare a table for that 

troop, for Gad, and that furniſh the drink offering 

unto that number, hat is, to Meni.“ But becauſe ye 

11 chooſe a number of idols, Therefore will I number you 

to the ſword, and ye ſhall all bow down to the ſlaughter: 

becauſe when I called, ye did not anſwer; when I ſpake, 

ye did not hear; but did evil before mine eyes, and did 

chooſe [that] wherein 1 delighted not, what was moſt 

13 odious to me. Therefore thus ſaith the Lord Gor, Be- 

hold, my ſervants, true believers in Chriſt, ſhall eat, but 

ye, unbelievers, ſhall be hungry: behold, my ſervants 

. ſhall drink, but ye ſhall be thirſty : behold, my ſervants 

14 ſhall rejoice, but ye ſhall be aſhamed: Behold, my ſer- 

vants ſhall ſing for joy of heart, but ye ſhall cry for 

ſorrow of heart, and ſhall howl for vexation of ſpirit. 

15 And ye ſhall leave your name for a curſe unto my 

choſen z according io the proverb, He is as miſerable as 

a jeto; or the execration, * God make thee like a jew :* for 

the Lord Gop ſhall ſlay thee, and call his ſervants by 

another name, that is, Chriſtians; cr in general it may 

16 mean, that he will ſhow them peculiar favour: That he 

who bleſſeth himſelf in the earth ſhall bleſs himſelf in 

the God of truth; and he that ſweareth in the earth 

ſhall ſwear by the God of truth; becauſe the former 

troubles, or when the former provocations, are forgotten, 

and becauſe they are hid from mine eyes; there ſhall be 

an utler extirpation of idolatry, ſuperſtition, and wickedneſs, 
from among them. | 

17 For, behold, I create new heavens and a new earth: 


_ Sharon lay to the weſt, and Achor to the eaſt; ſo that it 
intimates, that the whoie country ſhould be peopled and become 
fruitful. 

It is uncertain what particular idols theſe were. 
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and the former ſhall not be remembered, nor come into 
mind; the final conver/ion of the jews ſhall be a new and 
18 glorious ſtate of things, ſuperior to any before. But be 
e glad and rejoice for ever, or, for the age to come, | 
[in that] which 1 create: for, behold, I create Jeruſa- 
19 lem a rejoicing, and her people a joy. And I will re- 
joice in Jeruſalem, and joy in my people: and the voice 
of weeping ſhall be no more heard in her, nor the voice 
20 of crying ; the former occaſions of grief ſhall ceaſe. There 
ſhall be no more thence an infant of days, nor an old 
man that hath not filled his days : for the child ſhall die | 
an hundred years old; but the ſinner [being] an hun- I 
dred years old ſhall be accurſed ; (figures taken from the 
antediluvian ſtate:) men ſhall live to a great age, and not 
die when they begin to grow old; he that is an hundred years 
old ſhall be reckoned but as a child; and if a man die at an | 
hundred years, he ſhall be efteemed a grievous ſinner, who l 
hath provoked God by ſome aggravated offence to ſhorten his 
21 days. And they ſhall build houſes, and inhabit them; | 
and they ſhall plant vineyards, and eat the fruit of 4 
22 them. They ſhall not build, and another inhabit; 7 
they ſhall not plant, and another eat : for as the days of 
a tree [are] the days of my people, hey ſhall revive as a .0 
tree does in the ſpring, and mine ele& ſhall long enjoy the ' 
23 work of their hands. They ſhall not labour in vain, | 
nor bring forth for trouble; for they [are] the ſeed of 1 
the bleſſed of the Loxp, and their offspring with them; 2 
their children ſhall live, ſhall be well provided for, and be a | 


24 holy ſeed. And it ſhall come to paſs, that before they 
call, I will anſwer ; and while they are yet ſpeaking, I 
will hear; I will prevent them with the bleſſings of my | 

25 goodneſs, The wolf and the lamb ſhall feed together, | 
and the lion ſhall eat ſtraw like the bullock : and duſt | | 

| [ſhall be] the ſerpent's meat. They ſhall not hurt nor 

deſtroy in all my holy mountain, faith the Logo ; here 
ſhall be no perſecution nor ſeverity among them, but perfect 
harmony and friendſhip ; the ſerpent ſhall not fly upon men 
and bite them, but appear as an innocent reptile.” 

P Bp. SHERLOCK underſtands it as referring to the ſentence on the 
ſerpent at the fall, that ſatan ſhall be ſubdued and bound, be .  _ 
88 of his influence over the ſouls of men, and the curſe of * 
God executed upon him and his ſeed. | | 


— — 
— — 
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REFLECTIONS. 


1. 1 ET us bleſs God that he hath fulfilled his promiſe 

to the gentiles. They knew not God, nor did they 
ſeek after him; but he made himſelf known to them; in- 
vited them to ſeek him, and return to him. This 1s the 
happy caſe of our land. O that we may be duly ſenſible of 
the divine goodneſs herein, When he calls to us, let us 
hear his voice and learn his ways; and let not our miniſters 
have reaſon to complain of any of us, that hy have ftretch- 
ed out their hands to a diſobedient and rebellious people. 

2. We may obſerve, how offenſive {ſpiritual pride is to 
God, A black character is here given of the Jews, and no 
part of it is repreſented to be fo offenſive to God as. their 
hypocriſy and ſelf-conceit, which generally go together, 
This is illuſtrated by our Lord's reproof of the phariſees. 
They truſted that they were rightecus, and deſpiſed others; look- 
ed upon all who did not obſerve their ſuperſtitions, as un- 
clean. A temper much reſembling this is too common 
among chriſtians, which diſcovers iticlf in their unreaſonable 
attachment either to ſome peculiar notions which they term 
orthodoxy, or to {ome unſcriptural rites, in which they 
place the whole of religion; and are too ready to fay to 
others, We are holier than you, But ſuch a temper as this is 
highly diſpleaſing to God, v. 5. Thoſe are often, yea, 
generally, the moſt unholy, who think themſelves moſt holy. 
Let us beware therefore, leſt, being lifted up with pride, we fall 
into the condemnation of the devil. 

3. We ſee what a difference God makes and will make 


between his ſervants and his enemies. This difference is 


here ſpeciſied, and their reſpective conditions are ſet one 
overagainſt the other. His ſervants have comfort in their 
earthly enjoyments; true peace, pleaſure, and joy; and 


they are really honourable. While his enemies are ſtrangers 


to true pleaſure ; are, and will be, contemptible. Let God's 
ſervants therefore be thankful for his grace manifeſted to 
them; and let his enemies tremble to think, kow much 
worſe their ſtate will be hereafter, when he righteous ſhall 
be comforted, while they are tgrmented, 


* When 
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4. When God is doing great things for his church, it 
becomes us to obſerve and rejoice in them, v. 18. He is 
able to do great things for them; as great, as making a 
new heaven and a new earth; and he will do it in his time. 
He will rejoice over his people himſelf; and it becomes us 
to rejoice with them, and take a part in their pleaſure and 
gratitude. In the mean time, let us rejoice in the aſſurance 
and proſpect of this happy period, and in every inſtance in 
which religion revives, and there are added to the church 
ſuch as ſhall be ſaved. 


— —— 


— * 


C HAP. LXVI. 


This chapter conſiſts of two parts; v. 1-7, is a reprodf 10 
the jews for laying ſuch a ſireſs on the temple and temple wor- 
ſhip in Chriſt's time, with an intimation that God would 
change it. In this view Stephen quotes it, Adds vii. 49, 50. 


I HUS faith the Loxb, The heaven [is] my 
throne, and the earth [is] my footſtool : where 
[is] the houſe that ye build unto me? and where [1s] 
the place of my reſt ? where is the temple that ſuits my 
majeſty, and where I may take up my reſt without any 
2 thought of a departure ? For all thoſe [things] hath mine 
hand made, and all thoſe [things] have been, or rather, 
are mine, faith the Lox D: but to this [man] will I 
look, [even] to [him that is] poor and of a contrite 
ſpirit, and trembleth at my word; who poſſeſſes habitual 
humility. and ſeriouſneſs, and revereth my word. Without 
3 this devout temper, Ie that killeth an ox is as if] he 
flew a man; he that facrificeth a lamb, [as if] he cut 
off a dog's neck; he that offereth an oblation, [as if 
he offered] ſwine's blood; he that burneth incenſe, [as 
if ] he bleſſed an idol; the ſacrifices of the unbelieving jews 
will not be acceptable to God, but very provoking to him. 
Yea, they have choſen their own ways, and their foul 
delighteth in their abominations, or, their ſuperſtitions. 
4 I alſo will chooſe their deluſions they ſhall be flaves to 
tradition 
7 This was one of the ſacrifices uſed by the heathens at the 
death of their friends, as mentioned by Homer, 


* 
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11 


tradition and be deluded by falſe Chriſts, and will bring 
their fears upon them; probably the Romans, for fear of 
whom they crucified Chriſt; becauſe when I called, none 
did anſwer; when I ſpake, they did not hear: but they 
did evil before mine eyes, and choſe [ that] in which I 
delighted not. | 

Hear the word of the Loxo, ye that tremble at his 
word; Your brethren that hated you, that caſt you out 
for my name's ſake, ſaid, Let the Lorp be glorified: 
but. he ſhall appear to your joy, and they ſhall be 
aſhamed. A voice of noiſe from the city, a voice from 
the temple," a voice of the Loxp that rendereth recom- 
penſe to his enemies; 10 the unbelieving jews, who ſhall 
be left to periſh in the deſtruction of the city; while the 
chriſtians, being warned by Chriſt, ſhall fly to the mountains 
and be ſecure, —T he remainder of the chapter refers, I think, 
to the glorious flate of the jews in the latter day. 

Before ſhe travailed, ſhe brought forth ; before her 
pain came, ſhe was delivered of a man child, Who 
hath heard ſuch a thing ? who hath ſeen ſuch things ? 
Shall the earth be made to bring forth, to produce fruit 
in all its perfection, in one day? [or] ſhall a nation be 
born at once ? without growing up, without any pain and 
difficulty, or any ill accident? for as ſoon as Zion travail- 
ed, ſhe brought forth her children, Shall I bring to 
the birth, and not cauſe to bring forth? faith the Logo: 
ſhall I cauſe to bring forth, and ſhut [the womb ?] ſaith 
thy God; Shall I diſappoint the expeftations of my people, 
and fail to perform my work, when every thing is ripe for 
execution? Ihen follows an addreſs to gentile chriſtians, 
who had mourned over the calamitious ſtate of the jews for 
many ages. Rejoice ye with Jeruſalem, and be glad 
with her, all ye that love her, rejoice for joy with her, 
all ye that mourn for her: That ye may ſuck, and be 
fatisfied with the breaſts of her conſolations; that ye 
may milk out, and be delighted with the abundance of 
her glory, or ſtores; as if he had ſaid, That ye may be 

edified 


4 r This is addreſſed to the believing jews, who were excommuni- 


. cated under a pretence of zeal for God, and perſecuted in every 
city to which their enemies had acceſs, 
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edified or delighted, by the gifts and graces beſtowed upon the 

12 jewiſh church, For thus faith the Logp, Behold, I will 
extend peace, or happineſs, to her like a river, and the 
glory of the gentiles like a flowing ſtream, by the liber- 
ality and kindneſs of the jews on their converſion : then ſhall 
ye ſuck, ye ſhall be borne upon [her] fides, and be 
dandied upon [her] knees, as young chilaren are by a 

13 fond and tender parent. As one whom his mother com- 
forteth, ſo will | comfort you; and ye ſhall be com- 
forted in Jeruſalem, by the return of the divine favour to 

14 it. And when ye ſee [this,] your heart ſhall rejoice, 
and your bones ſhall flouriſh like an herb; hat is, the 

jews ſhall recover their antient ſtrength and beauty; accord- 
ing to St. Paul, it ſhall be as life from the dead: and the 
hand of the Lok ſhall be known toward his ſervants, 
and [his] indignation toward his enemies, 

15 For, behold, the Loxp will come with fire, and with 
his chariots like a whirlwind, to-render his anger with 

16 fury, and his rebuke with flames of fire. For by fire 
and by his ſword will the Loxo plead with all fleſh: 

17 and the ſlain of the Lord ſhall be many.“ They that 
ſanctify themſelves, and purify themſelves in the gar- 
dens behind one [tree] in the midſt, according to the 
rites of Achad, or an image of the ſun in the garden of 
Achad, called, One, or the one great being, (a name given 

- him by the antient Perſians, who uſed to ſacrifice ſeven bats 
and ſeven mice to the ſun,) eating ſwine's fleſh, and the 
abomination, and the mouſe, ſhall be conſumed to- 
gether, faith the Logo. 

18 For I [know] their works and their thoughts: it 
ſhall come, that I will gather all nations and tongues; 
and they ſhall come and ſee my glory, which ſhall be 
diſplayed in converting the jews, and in deſtroying their ene- 

19 mes. And I will ſet a ſign, or ſtandard, among them, 
and I will ſend thoſe that eſcape of them unto the na- 
tions, [to] Tarſhiſh, Pul, and Lud, that draw the 
bow, [to] Tubal, and Javan, [to] the iſles afar off, 

that 


t This refers to the deſtruction of thoſe enemies that ſhall come 
to attack the jews after their ſettlement, ſuppoſed to be the 
1 —— and other barbarous nations from the north, who are 
1dolaters. 
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that have not heard my fame, neither have ſeen my 
glory ; and they ſhall declare my glory among the gen- 
tiles; I will ſend ſome of the believing jerws to conver! the 
gentiles that yet remain in a ſtate of ignorance aid idolotry, 
or to their own brethren that are not gathered with them. 

20 And they ſhall bring all your brethren | for] an offering 
unto the Lorp, (as St. Paul calls the converſion of the 
gentiles, Rom. xv. 16.) out of all nations upon horſes, 
and in chariots, and in litters, and upon mules, and 
upon ſwift beaſts, to my holy mountain Jeruſalem, ſaith 
the Lokb, as the children of Iſrael bring an offering in 

a clean veſſel into the houſe of the Lozp; I will bring 
them in a ſwift, eaſy, and commodious manner, and take 
care that they be conveniently accommodated in their journey. 
21 And I will alio take of them for prieſts and] for Le- 
vites, faith the LORD; the jews ſhall again become a king- 
22 dom , prieſts, and take pains to ſpread the goſpel. For as 
the new heavens and the new earth, which I will make, 
ſhall remain before me, faith the Logp, ſo ſhall your 
ſeed and your name remain; this new ftate of things 
ſhall continue, and the jews, when once converted, ſhall re- 


23 main to the end a faithful people. And. it ſhall come to 


paſs, [that] from one new moon to another, and from 
one ſabbath to another, ſhall all fleſh come to worſhip 
before me, ſaith the Lorp: goſpel worſhip is deſcribed 
by theſe figures; as if he had ſaid, The ſlated ſeaſons of 
worſhip ſhall be regularly attended upon ; yea, they ſhall keep 
one continued feſtival, and be habitually devout and holy, 
24 And they ſhall go forth from Jeruſalem and look upon 
the carcaſes of the men that have tranſgreſſed againſt 
me; they ſhall ſee their enemies ſlain, as in v. 16, for their 
worm ſhall not die, neither ſhall their fire be quenched; 
and they ſhall be an abhorring unto all fleſh ; men ſhall 
abhor them as they do the ſtench of a dead carcaſe; they ſhall 
appear a lively emblem of the torments of hell, and God's 
faithful ſervants ſhall look upon them to excite their joy and 
thankfulneſs.* 
REFLECT- 
t As this is a prophecy of events yet to happen, no wonder 


that there is much darkneſs upon it; the general meaning of theſe 
| figurative 
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REFLECTION S. 


t. E T us learn from hence a proper temper for divine 
| worſhip and acceptance, We ſhould think of that 
lorious Being whoſe throne is heaven, and earth his foot- 

ſtool, as a ſpiritual omniſcient Being; whom no temple 

can contain, or be equal to his grandeur; who yet makes 
every humble heart his temple, and delights in the con- 

trite, reverent, worſhipper. Let us approach him with a 

holy awe of his majeſty, and an habitual ſenſe of his purity. 

Vain are the moſt coſtly ſacrifices, without a pious and de- 

vout heart, and delighting ourſelves in his commandments. 

2. It is no new thing to ſee the beſt of God's ſervants 
perſecuted under a pretence of religion. The ſame bigoted 
ſpirit which prevailed among the jews, which led them to 
perſecute the apoſtles and firſt chriſtians, hath too often 
ſhown itſelf in the world ſince; and even to this day they 
are caſt out and evil intreated, becauſe they adhere to God's 
pure worſhip and inſtitutions. While zeal for God and the 
purity of religion 1s pretended, their end is to gratify their 
own pride, covetouſneſs, and revenge. Let us not won- 
der at ſuch ſcenes, but have no hand in ſuch practices. 

3. We ſee how eafily God can multiply and increaſe his 
church; and how much reaſon we have to expect that he 
will perfect his own work. He expreſſes this in terms taken 


from the ſtrongeſt and tendereſt of human affections. How- 


ever glorious and extenſive his promiſes may be, they ſhall 
all be accompliſhed ; and not one of his good words ſhall 
fall to the ground, This is a great encouragement to 
labour and pray for the increaſe of the church, | 

4. Let 


figurative expreſſions ſeems to be this: that God will, by an ex- 
traordinary energy of his Spirit, awaken the jews to ſearch their 
ſcriptures, and ſee Chriſt to be their Meſſiah, and believe in him. 
This remarkable change in them ſhall imprels Mahometans, hea- 
thens, and deiſts, (who may probably be more numerous hereaf- 
ter) and they ſhall be diſpoſed to embrace the goſpel. And they 
will have ſo great a reſpect for the jews, as honourably to con- 
vey them to their own land, which they will eaſily conquer, 
Soon after their ſettlement there, a violent attack ſhall be made 
upon them, probably by the northern nations, who ſhall be ſud- 
denly deſtroyed by the power of God. 
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4. Let us do our endeavour to bring our brethren as an offer- 
ing to the Lord. Have we devoted ourſelves to him? Let 
us exhort and encourage others to join themſelves to the 
church; even all that we can influence. Let us perſuade 
them to preſent their bodies a living ſacrifice, holy and accept- 
able to God. This will be an act of the greateſt kindneſs to 
them, and a labour of love highly pleaſing to the Lord. 

5. Wherever God has a church the ſolemn exerciſes of 
worſhip are to be maintained. We ſee this required under 
every diſpenſation, Abrahamic, jewiſh, and chriſtian. And 
it is foretold, that in the latter day all fleſh ſhall come and 
worſhip before God, There are to be ſtated times of worſhip 
to the end of the world. All fleſh are to come, men, women, 
and children; neither the greateſt nor the pooreſt will be 
excuſed. Therefore let us not forſake the aſſembling our ſebves 
together, fince God commands it, and promiſes his bleſſing 
with it. 

6. As a proper concluſion of this book, we may learn 
to pity the caſe of the poor jews, and firmly to expect, and 
earneſtly to pray for, their converſion. It 1s very wrong to 
perſecute, or even to deſpiſe them; for @ bleſſing is in them. 
Our duty is, as it is expreſſed in v. 10. to mourn for 
them. They are ſtanding, inconteſtable evidences of the 
truth of the goſpel, and of the prophecies of the old 
and new Teſtaments ; being kept a diſtin people, not- 
withſtanding the cruel manner in which they have been per- 
ſecuted and reproached. They are not caſt off for ever; 
God intends great things for them ; and at length, as a 
nation they ſhall be reſtored, and all that mourn for them 
ſhall rejoice with them. Let our hearts deſire and prayer 46 
God for ljrael be, that they may be ſaved. | 
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THE BOOK OF 


The Prophet JEREMIAH.* 


CHAPTER 


Contains the prophet's general commiſſion, and the promiſes of 
divine aſſiſtance. 


I HE words of Jeremiah the ſon of Hilkiah, 
of the ae that [were] in Anathoth in the 


land of Benjamin, about three miles from Feru- 

2 ſalem: To whom the word of the Loxp came in the 
days of Joſiah the ſon of Amon king of Judah, in the 

3 thirteenth year of his reign. It came alſo in the days 


* As Mr. Ox rox has ſaid nothing of Jeremiah, nor of the time 
in which he lived, I have taken the liberty to prefix Dr. SuiTH's 
introduction to this prophet. It ſeems to be a judicious abſtract 
from Dr. BLAVYNET's notes on Jeremiah. 

« Jeremiah was a prieſt of the tribe of Benjamin, and called to 
the prophetic office when very young, He entered upon it about 
ſeventy years after the death of Iſaiah, and exerciſed it for about 
forty two years, with great faithfulneſs and zeal, and in very 
unfavourable circumſtances. At the time that he began to pro- 
pheſy, the fins of the jews were come to their full meaſure. 
After a reformation had been in vain attempted by Joſiah, to 
puniſh a nation, unworthy of ſucli a ſovereign, God called him 
early away, His two ſons, who ſucceſſively mounted the throne 
after him, were as remarkable for vice, as the father was for 
virtue. The firſt, (Shallum, or Jehoahaz) after a reign of three 
months, was carried captive to Egypt, where he died: his bro- 
ther Jehoiakim, on condition of paying a large ſum of money 
to the king of Egypt, was allowed to ſucceed him; but the 
Babylonians, about three years after, having made a deſcent on 
Judea, and taken Jeruſalem, he was obliged to ſwear fealty to 
the king of Babylon, who carried with him a number of cap- 
tives, among whom were many of the children of the firſt fa- 
milies, together with a great part of the ſacred veſſels of the 
temple, Jehoiakim however was left in poſſeſſion of the throne, 
on condition of his paying a yearly tribute ; but refuling to ful- 
fil his promiſe after the firſt three years, the king of EIT 
| ent 


of 
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of Jehoiakim the ſon of Joſiah king of Judah, unto 
the end of the eleventh year of Zedekiah the ſon of 
Joſiah king of Judah, unto the carrying away of Jeru- 
ſalem captive in the fifth month, when the city and 
temple were deſtroyed , ſo that ſie propheſied about forty two 
4 years, and lived to ſee moſt of his prophecies fulfilled. Then 
the word of the Lorp came unto me is 2 von, laying, 
5 Before I formed thee in the belly I knew thee, I had 
thee in my view, and before thou cameſt forth out of 
the womb I ſanctified thee, ſet thee apart for this office, 


[and] I ordained thee a prophet unto the nations, 10 
other 


ſent ſome forces, joined by the Syrians and Ammonites, to com- 
mit depredations on his country. This they did for ſeveral years, 
always carrying off ſpoils and captives, Jehoiakim, in attempt- 
ing to repel one of their invaſions, was {lain without the gates 
of the city, and his body, after having been treated with much 
1 was caſt into the fields without the honours of a burial, 

is ſon Jeconiah, tho? very young, ſucceeded him; and in rehel- 
lion and vice followed his example. After a reign of only three 
months, Nebuchadnezzar, who had come to Judea in perſon, car- 
ried him, and almoſt all the people of any note in the country, 
captive to Babylon, The golden veſſels, that had remained in 
the temple, were likewiſe carried off at this time, Zedekiah, 
ancle to Jeconiah, was permitted to ſucceed him, on ſwearing 
allegiance and becoming tributary to the king of Babylon: but, 
relying on the aſſiſtance of Egypt, he revolted ſoon after, and 
drew on himſelf and on his country the full vengeance of the 
Babylonian monarch, as related in the fifty ſecond chapter. The 
{ublequent tranſactions of the murder of Gedaliah (who was left 
governor in the country) and the retreat of the remaining jews 
into Egypt, (whither they were accompanied by Jeremiah, who is 
ſaid to have been there put to death) may be ſeen from chap- 
ter forty to forty four incluſively. Soon after the taking of 


Jeruſalem, and the carrying of Judah into captivity, Nebuchad- 


nezzar brought on the Tyrians, Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, 
Philiitines, and other neighbouring nations, that deſtruction which 
the prophets of God foretold and threatened ; he likewiſe ravaged 
Egypt, and either killed or enſlaved all the jews who had fled 
thither for refuge. Thus. matters ſtood, till, at the preciſe period 
foretold by Iſaiah and the other prophets, the Babylonian monar- 
chy was overturned, and the jews reſtored to their liberty and 
their country by Cyrus. This ſhort view of the hiſtory of Jere- 
miah's times, may in ſome meaſure help us to underſtand his 
prophecies, of which the general ſubjects are— the idolatry and 
other ſins of the jews — the judgments that were uapending on 


that account, together with their future reſtoration and deliver- 


ance, 
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6 other nations as well as to the jews.* Then ſaid I, Ah, 

Lord Gop! behold, I cannot ſpeak: for I ſam] a child; 

T cannot ſpeak with due gravity and authority before 

7 great perſonages. But the LorD ſaid unto me, Say not 

I [am] a child: for thou ſhalt go to all that I ſhall ſend 

| thee, and whatſoever I command thee thou ſhalt ſpeak. 

8 Be not afraid of their faces en they look big and angry: 

for I [am] with thee to deliver thee, faith the Lon. 

A neceſſary encouragement, as I was to reprove the princes 

and prieſts for their faults, as well as the people: and, to 

9 confirm me againſt my fears, he gave me a ſign; Then the 

Loxp put forth his hand, and touched my mouth. 

And the Loxp ſaid unto me, Behold, I have put my 

words in thy mouth; I have given thee the gift of utter- 

10 ance, and inſtrutted thee in my will. See, I have this day 

ſet thee over the nations and over the kingdoms, to root 

out, and to pull down, and to deſtroy, and to throw 

down, to build, and to plant; I have commiſſioned thee to 

foretel the deſtruction of ſome kingdoms, and the preſervation 
and reſtoration of others." | | 

11 Moreover the word of the Loxp came unto me, 

ſaying, Jeremiah, what ſeeſt thou? And I ſaid, I fee 


Vol. V. en a rod 


ance, interſperſed with ſeveral intimations of the Meſſiah. From 
this account, however, we muſt except the forty fifth chapter, 
which relates to his diſciple Baruch, and the fix following, which 
ref} the fate of other nations, 
he ſtyle of Jeremiah is beautiful and tender to a high de- 

gree; eſpecially when he has occaſion to excite the ſofter paſſions 
of grief. and pity, which is not ſeldom the caſe in the firſt parts 
of the 338 It is likewiſe on many occaſions very ele- 
gant and ſublime, eſpecially towards the end, (ch. xlv—li.) where 
this prophet approaches even to the majeſty of Iſaiah.— The 
hiſtorical narratives which are occaſionally introduced, are written 
in a plain proſaic ſtyle, which is the fitteſt for narratives.“ 
The chapters are not now arranged according to the order of 
time in which they were delivered: but of this notice will be 
taken in the courſe of the expoſition, 

This was defigned for his encouragement, and is exactly agree- 
able to the account St. Paul gives of himſelf Gal. i. 15, 16. 

» The prophets are ſaid to do what they declared God would 


do; and as it was cuſtomary with God to impreſs the minds of 


no and people by certain ſigns or emblems, ſo he does 
ere. 
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12 a rod of an almond tree. Then ſaid the Lord unto 
me, Thou haſt well ſeen, or judged right: for I will 
haſten my word to perform it; as an almond is one of the 
firſt trees that bloſſoms in the ſpring, and haſtens as it evere 
to ſeize. the firſt opportunity to bloſſom, ſo 1 will haſten the 

13 accompliſhment of thy prediftions. And the word of the 
Loxo came unto me the ſecond time, ſaying, What 
ſeeſt thou? And I ſaid, 1 ſee a ſeething pot, a boiling 
pot, or furnace; and the face thereof [is] toward the 
north ; the mouth of the furnace, into which the fire was 
put, opened to the north; or rather, (as in the margin of 
our bibles) from the face of the north, from whence the evil 

14 was to come, Then the Lok ſaid unto me, Out of the 
north, that is, from the Babylonians and Chaldeans, an 
evil ſhall break forth upon all the inhabitants of the 
land; they ſhall throw the city and country into all the 

15 agitation and confuſion of a boiling furnace. For, lo, I 
will call all the families of the kingdoms of the north, 

_ faith the Loxp; the king of Babylon and his allies, a nu- 
merous army; and they ſhall come, and they ſhall ſet 
every one his throne at the entering of the gates at 
Jeruſalem, and againſt all the walls thereof round about, 
and againſt all the cities of Judah; hey ſhall encamp 

16 againſt and take poſſeſſion of their cities and palaces. And 
I will utter my judgments, paſs ſentence and execute judg- 
ment againſt them touching all their wickedneſs, who 
have forſaken me, and have burned incenſe unto other 

„and worſhipped the works of their own hands; 
my judgments ſhall declare their wickedneſs, and my indigna- 

17 lion confirm the truth of thy prophecies, Thou therefore 
gird up thy loins, and ariſe, go about it vigorouſly and 
reſolutely, and ſpeak unto them all that I command thee : 
be not diſmayed at their faces, leſt I confound thee be- 
fore them; iet I make thee aſhamed of thy cowardice, and 

18 bring upon thee that which thou feareſt, For, behold, I 
have made thee this day a defenced Ws and an iron 
Pillar, and brazen walls againſt the whole land, I have 
made thee like a city fortified with pillars of iron and walls 
of braſs, againſt the kings of Judah, againſt the princes 
thereof, rho ſhall batter thee with their power, againſt = 

prie 
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prieſts thereof, who will thunder their church cenſures 
againſt thee, and againſt the people of the land, who 

19 will ſhoot out their arrows, even bitter words, And they 
ſhall fight againſt thee; but they ſhall not prevail 
againſt thee; for I [am] with thee, faith the Logo, to 
deliver thee ; they ſhall not be able on the whole 10 hurt 
thee, 


REELECTTIONS 


I, "HOM SOE VER God commiſſions for any 
ſervice, he will qualify and help. He knows 
what uſe to make of every man; ſees what ſervices they 
are fit for; and if he calls them out to difficult work, they 
may expect, and, if they follow his providence, may depend 
upon, peculiar aſſiſtance. Tho' a modeſt diffidence is very 
becoming in all, eſpecially in young perſons, yet there is a 
falſe modeſty which ought to be avoided. This prevents 
many from praying in their families, or with their friends, 
and from ſpeaking of divine things. But when God calls 
us out to difficult ſervices, we muſt not make excuſes, but 
cheerfully undertake them, in a dependance on that help 
of his Spirit which he has promiſed ; ſo that as our day is, 
our ſtrength ſhall be, 
2. We ſee that courage and zeal becomes the Lord's 
prophets and miniſters. They are to ſpeak all that he com- 
mands; and not ſhun to declare the whole counſel of God. They 
are to reprove and admoniſh faithfully and tenderly; and 
this requires great reſolution, If they ſhun. their duty for 
fear of the reproach and contempt of men, God will make 
them contemptible. If they are faithful, he will bear them 
up, and make them honourable in the eyes of all that are 
wiſe and good, | 
3. The fear of man bringeth a ſnare. This was the prophet 
Jeremiah's infirmity, — it prevails upon many to neglect 
their duty, and to comply with ſinful, dangerous cuſtoms. 
The fear of being reproached or laughed at, leads many 
young erſons in particular, into guilt, ſhame, and ruin. 
The beſt preſervative againſt this ſnare is the fear of God 
a reverence of his authority, a ſenſe of his preſence, and a 
Se dread 


| 
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dread of being confounded and condemned by him. It is 
therefore excellent advice of our Lord, which we ſhould 
always remember and act upon, Fear not them who can kill 
the body; but fear him, who can kill the body and caſt the ſoul 
into hell; I ſay unto you, Fear him. 


C HAP. II. i—20, 


Mie had the praphet's commiſſion in the former chapter; here he 


enters on his work; and in this part of the chapter repreſents 
to the jews their ingratitude to God, their unparalleled wick- 


edneſs, and the diſhonour and ruin they were bringing on tliem- 
ſelves by it. 


I OREOVER the word of the Loxp came to me, 
2 | ſaying, Go and cry in the ears of Jeruſalem, 
laying, Thus faith the Loxp; I remember thee, the 
kindneſs of thy youth, the love of thine eſpouſals, 
when thou wenteſt after me in the wilderneſs, in a land 
[that was] not ſown; I remember thy obedience and ſub- 
feftion, when thou waſt firſt formed into a people, and en- 
tered into a covenant with God at mount Sinai, when thou 
followedſt the cloud, and attendedſt rhe ſervice of the taber- 


3 nacle.* Iſrael [was] holineſs unto the Lok, [and] the 


firſt fruits of his increaſe ; like the firſt fruits, they are 
peculiarly valuable in his fight : all that devour him ſhall 
offend ; evil ſhall come upon them, faith the Loxp; / 

4 will ſeverely puniſh all that ſhall attack them. Hear ye the 
word of the LoꝶD, O houſe of Jacob, and all the fa- 

5 miles of the houſe of Iſrael: Thus faith the Logo, 
What iniquity have your fathers found in me, what 
injuſtice, unfaithfulneſs, or unkinaneſs, that they are gone 
far from me, and have walked after vanity, and are 
become vain ? hat they have practiſed idolatry, and are 
6 become like the heathen ? Neither faid they, Where [1s] 
the Logo that brought us up out of the land of Egypt, 
they forgat the kindneſs I ſhowed to their fathers, that led 
us 


* Or rather, according to Dr. BLayner, I have called to mind 
in thy behalf the kindn:/s ſhown thee in thy youth, c. , 


| 
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us through the wilderneſs, through a land of deſerts 
and of pits, through a land of drought, and of the 
ſhadow of death, through a land that no man paſſed 
through, and where no man dwelt ? where there was 19 
7 thoroughfare, no dwelling? And I brought you into a 
plentiful country, to eat the fruit thereof and the good- 
neſs thereof ; but when ye entered, ye defiled my land, 
and made mine heritage an abomination by your fins, 
eſpecially idolatry. And it is no wonder you did fo, for 
$ The prieſts ſaid not, Where [1s] the LoxD? and they 
that handle the law knew me not; hey took no pains to 
learn and preach my will: the paſtors alſo, the governors 
and magiſtrates, tranſgreſſed againſt me, and the pro- 
phets prophefied by Baal, in the name of Baal, and 
walked after [things that] do not profit; hat were ex- 
tremely hurtful, this was the ſource of their degeneracy. 
9 Wherefore I will yet plead with you, faith the Logo, 
and with your children's children will I plead ; Iwill lay 
before you your ingratitude and fin, both by prophets and 
10 judgments : For paſs over the iſles of Chittim, the politer 
nations of Europe, and fee; and fend unto Kedar, he 
barbarous nations that lay ſouth eaſt, and conſider diligent- 
11 ly, and ſee if there be ſuch a thing. Hath a nation 
changed [their] gods, which [are] yet no gods? 7 
keep to the religion of their forefathers, tho* it be falſe, ab- 
ſurd, and impious : but my people have changed their 
glory, their relation to God, and his preſence among them, 
12 for [that which] doth not profit. Be aſtoniſhed, O ye 
heavens, at this, and be horribly afraid, be ye very 
deſolate, faith the Logp ; it is ſuch a thing, that the ſun 
might veil his face at the fight, and the lights of heaven 
13 ſhrink away and vaniſh from their places: For my people 
have committed two evils; they have forſaken me the 
fountain of living waters, {and] hewed them out 
ciſterns, broken ciſterns, that can hold no water; by 
worſhipping idols and forming alliances with idolatrous 
princes, they have acted as fooliſhly as a man would do, co 
ſhould forſake a pure running ſtream, for a little muddy 
water in à ciſtern, and that a broken ciſtern, out of which 
the water, ſuch as it was, would quickly run, 


1 14 [Is] 
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14 [Is] Iſrael a ſervant? [is] he a homeborn [ſlave ?] 
why is he ſpoiled ? Why is Iſrael a ſlave to his enemies? 
was he born ſuch a one? No: but he is ſpoiled as if he were, 

15 and this js owing to his fin. The young lions roared upon 
him, [and] yelled, and they made his land waſte : his 
cities are burned without inhabitant, by the tyrannical 

16 kings of the neighbouring countries. Alſo the children of 
Noph and Tahapanes, wo principal cities of Egypt, have 
broken the crown of thy head; the Egyptians have de- 
voured the beſt part of thy country, and ſunk thee into con- 

17 tempt. Haſt thou not procured this unto thyſelf, in that 
thou haſt forſaken the Loxp thy God, when he led thee 

by the way? when he was leading thee, and would have 

18 been thy help, and enſured thy proſperity? And now what 
haſt thou to do in the way of Egypt, to drink the 
waters of Sthor, or the Nile? or what haſt thou to do 
in the way of Aſſyria, to drink the waters of the river 
Euphrates, that is, to form alliances with Egypt and A- 

19 ria? Thine own wickedneſs ſhall correct thee, and thy 
backſlidings ſhall reprove thee : know therefore and ſee 
that [it is] an evil [thing] and bitter, that thou haſt 
forſaken the Loxp thy God, and that my fear [is] not 
in thee, faith the Lord Gop of hoſts ; thy /in ſhall be 
thy puniſhment ; the princes thou haſt courted ſhall be a 
ſcourge to thee , and thy calamities ſhall convince thee, what 
a fooliſh, wicked part thou haſt acted, in forſaking God, 


REFLECTIONS, 
Adapted to a faſt, or day of humiliation. 


I. HE piety. of our anceſtors, and God's kindneſs 
to them and us, aggravate national ingratitude 

and impiety. Iſrael is reminded of their anceſtors, who 
were holy to the Lord, and of the many favours he had ſhown 
to them. And when we come to humble ourſelves before 
| God, it is highly proper to conſider theſe aggravations of 

our guilt. Pic our anceſtors expreſs a fervent love to God, 

and zeal in his ſervices? Were his favours to them favours 
to us? Have we received many new and moſt important 
ones from him ? How odious muſt our ingratitude be, N 
now) 
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how heinous will our guilt appear ? He hath brought us, 
as a nation, from the bondage of popery and arbitrary 
power; led us thro' many perils; given us a plentiful 
country, and ſucceeded our ſtruggles againſt foreign and 
domeſtick enemies. He hath given us good povernors, 
and ſkilful, faithful interpreters of his law. How provok- 
ing then muſt be the guilt of ſuch a people ! how much 
need is there of humiliation | . 

2. We learn the folly and vanity of truſting in creatures, 
to the neglect of God. The Iſraelites were always courting 
idols and idolatrous alliances, while they forſook their God 
and king. Our epidemical fin, as a nation, 1s forgetting 
God and truſting in our own wiſdom and ſtrength. This is 
forſaking a fountain for a broken ciſtern; and what can we 
expect but diſappointment ? what have we to do to make 
fleſh our arm, when we have a God of almighty power and 
everlaſting goodneſs to truſt in? This were folly and mad- 
neſs; and it becomes us to be upon our guard, leſt we be 
chargeable with it; and to implore mercy for our nation, 
ſince it is a temper that ſo generally prevails. 

. When a nation ſuffers calamities, it is owing to its 
fins, The Iſraelites are ſeveral times reminded of this in 
the paſſages we have been reading. The neighbouri 
princes were confederates againſt them, and brought muc 
deſolation upon them. But haſt not thou procured this to 
thyſelf ? When our enemies are multiplied, and our danger 
increaſed, may not the fame queſtion be put to us? God 
was leading us by the way, leading us to peace and proſ- 
perity z our proſpects were promiſing ; but our ſins hid 
thoſe good things from us,, engaged us in freſh quarrels, 
and expoſed us to further and greater evils. Our wicked- 
neſs is in this inſtance correcting us; and it becomes us to 
bewail it before God, and to * Ja ; leſt we find by further 
dreadful experience, what an evil and bitter thing it is to 
have forſaken God, and caſt off his fear. | 

4. God will be juſtified in the judgments which he 
brings upon a wicked nation, He pleads with Iſrael, to 
ſhow them that his judgments were righteous, and their 
calamities deſerved. The ſame appeal may be made to us. 
What iniquity have we found in God, that we ſhould have 

Cc 4 deſerted 
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deſerted his ſervice, or have been cold and formal in it ? 
Has it been either unpleaſant or unprofitable? What could 
he have done more for us, that he has not done ? We are 


worſe than the heathens, for they do not change their gods, 


nor are they ſo indifferent about their worſhip. This will 
fully vindicate a juſt God, if he puniſhes us as our ingrati- 
tude and iniquities have deferved. But while he condeſcends 
thus to plead with us, and to diſplay his former mercy, it 
gives us encouragement to return. The deſign of theſe 
remonſtrances to Iſrael was to lead them to repentance, and 
prevent their ruin, God grant they may have a good 
effect upon our minds; engage us to return to God; and 
to know, in this our day, the things that belong to our peace, 
before they are for ever hid from our eyes. 5 


CHAP, II. 20, to the end. CHAP. III. 1—6. 


The prophet continues his expoſtulations with the people for their 
wickedneſs. | 
20 OR of old time I have broken thy yoke, [and] 
burſt thy bands; and thou ſaidſt, I will not 
tranſgreſs; when I delivered thee from Egypt, thou didſt 
omiſe at mount Sinai to be obedient, and Tip behave well 
when firſt ſettled in Canaan, when, or yet, upon every 
high hill and under every green tree thou wandereft, 
21 playing the harlot. Yet I had planted thee a noble 
vine, wholly a right ſeed : how then art thou turned 
into the degenerate plant of a ſtrange vine unto me? 
I gave you a good conſtitution of government, excellent laws 
and ordinances, yet now ye are become corrupt and degenerate, 
22 For though thou waſh thee with nitre, and take thee 
much ſoap, [yet] thine iniquity is marked before me, 
faith the Lord GOD; tho? thou inſiſteſt upon thy innocence, 
and juſtifieſt thyſelf, yet thine iniquities are all known to me.* 
5 | | 23 How 
They had contrived a way to reconcile the worſhip of idols 
with the worſhip of Jehovah, pretending it was only ſubordinate 
worſhip; a pitiful diſtinction, which papiſts {ill uſe to defend 
their idolat 7. | | | | ; 
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23 How canſt thou ſay, I am not polluted, I have not 
gone after Baalim ? ſee thy way in the valley, where 
thy idolatrous worſhip is performed, eſpecially the ſacrificing 
of thy children, and know what thou haſt done: [thou 
art] a ſwift dromedary traverſing her ways, running from 

24 one idol to another; A wild aſs uſed to the wilderneſs, 
[that] ſnuffeth up the wind at her pleaſure; in her oc- 
cafion who can turn her away? all they that ſeek her 
will not weary themſelves; in her month they ſhall find 
her; like an aſs, which at one time cannot be catched, but 
which in her month (when big and umweildy) is eaſy to 
be caught; ſo you ſhall in a little time feel the burden of 

25 Your own iniquities. Withhold thy foot from being un- 
ſhod, and thy throat from thirſt : but thou faidft, 
There is no hope: no; for I have loved ſtrangers, and 
after them will I go; as an aſs, which continues with its 
owner, will be ſhod, and have plenty of food, but when it 
runs away, will wear out its hoofs, and want both food and 

water; ſo thy idolatries will be injurious and deſtruttive; yet 

26 thou doſt deſperately reſolve to go on in thy evil ways. As 
the thief is aſhamed when he is found, fo is the houſe 
of Iſrael aſhamed ; they have nothing to ſay, but, like an 
hardened robber, impudentiy deny the fact; they, their 
kings, their princes, and their prieſts, and their pro- 

27 phets, Saying to a ſtock, Thou [art] my father ; and 
to a ſtone, Thou haſt brought me forth; giving that 
praiſe to idols which is due to God alone, as the author and 
preſerver of all things : tor they have turned [their] back 
unto me in contempt, and not [their] face: but in the 
time of their trouble they will ſay, Ariſe, and fave us. 

28 But where | are] thy gods that thou haſt made thee ? let 
them ariſe, if they can ſave thee in the time of thy 
trouble: for [according to] the number of thy cities 
are thy gods, O Judah; every city hath its peculiar gods, 

29 lite the heathens, Wherefore will ye plead with me 

your innocence and my promiſes? ye all have tranſgreſſed 

30 againſt me, faith the Loxp. In vain have I ſmitten 
your children; they received no correction; they are not 
grown better your own {ſword hath devoured your pro- 
phets, 0% reproved you, like a deſtroying lion, «with 
| . fury * 
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31 fury and pleaſure, as a lion devours his prey. O genera- 
tion, ſee ye the word of the Lord ; con/ider it and apply 
your hearts to it. Have I been a wilderneſs unto Iſrael ? 
a land of darkneſs? wherefore ſay my people, We are 
lords; we are an independent people; we will come no 
more unto thee ; we can ſave ourſelves, we have no need 

32 of thee, Can a maid forget her ornaments, [or] a 
bride her attire? yet my people have forgotten me 
days without number; they have renounced their relation 

23 to me, which was their greateſt glory. Why trimmeſt 

thou thy way to ſeek love, lite à lewd woman, who by 
gay dreſs and artful looks endeavours to inveigh others? 
therefore haſt thou alſo taught the wicked ones thy 
ways, and been an example of heinous _ to others. 

34 Alſo in thy ſkirts is found the blood of the ſouls of the 
poor innocents : I have not found it by ſecret ſearch, but 
upon all theſe ; in every part of the land the murder of your 
children is as plain, as if your garments were ſprinkled with 
their blood; by which means murder is ſometimes diſcovered, 

35 Yet thou ſayeſt, Becauſe I am innocent, ſurely his 
anger ſhall turn from me. Behold, I will plead with 
thee, becauſe thou ſayeſt, I have not ſinned, and prove 

36 the contrary, Why gaddeſt thou about ſo much to 
change thy way, flying from one alliance to another? a 
plain proof that you have forſaken me: thou alſo ſhalt be 
aſhamed of Egypt, as thou waſt aſhamed of Aſſyria. 


37 Yea, thou ſhalt go forth from him, or from hence, 


that is, from thy own country, and thine hands upon thine 

head, as mourners, and in token of thy extreme grief : ſor 
the Lord hath rejected thy confidences, and thou ſhalt 
not profper in them. 

1 Chap. III. They ſay, it is a known, adjudged caſe, 
If a man put away his wife, and ſhe go from him, and 
become another man's, ſhall he return unto her again? 
ſhall not that land be greatly polluted by ſuch deteſtable 
practices? but thou haſt played the harlot with many 
lovers, by thine alliances with idolaters ; yet return again 
to me, ſaith the Lok p, and I will receive thee into favour. 


2 Lift up thine eyes unto the high places, and ſee where 


thou haſt not been lien with. In the ways haſt thou ſat for 
them, 
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them, as the Arabian in the wilderneſs, that waits for 

the caravans to buy goods; thou*haſt been 10 more aſhamed 

to fit by the way fide as a proſtitute, than a merchant is 10 

deal with his cuſtomers ;, and thou haſt polluted the land 

3 with thy whoredoms and with thy wickedneſs. There- 

fore the ſhowers have been withholden, and there hath 

been no latter rain; and thou hadſt a whore's forehead, 

4 thou refuſedſt to be aſhamed. Wilt thou not from this 

time cry unto me, My father, thou [art] the guide of 

my youth ? and return to God, as thy huſband, before thou 

are quite ruined ? wilt thou not from this time do it, <ohen 

thou art ſo graciouſly invited, and there are ſo many threat - 

5 enings of ſad judgments if thou continueſt obſtinate ? Will 

he reſerve [his anger] for ever? will he keep [it] to 

the end? Behold, thou haſt ſpoken and done evil 
things as thou couldſt. 


REFLECTIONS. 


I. O W vain are all the attempts of ſinners to juſtify 

themſelves in an evil way | They, like Iſrael, are 
fond of doing it; they deny the fact, plead innocence, and 
ſay they are not polluted, Yet all their iniquity is marked 
before God; their ſecret ſins are in the light of his countenance ; 
and when he comes to plead with them, and ſet his law and 
their fins in order before them, they will be overwhelmed 
with ſhame and confuſion. May we learn to guard againſt 
ſelf-deceit. We cannot plead innocence nor vindicate our 
conduct; therefore we ſhould humbly and thankfully ſub. 
mit to the terms of the goſpel, 

2. They who forſake the ſervice of God, change for the 
worſe; change their God, for thoſe which are no gods ; 
their glory, for that which is their ſhame and reproach 
like an untractable beaſt, that forſaking a good maſter, is 
expoſed to want and ruin. But men do not confider what 
their fins will bring them to at laſt. God is not a wilder- 
neſs to his people; his ſervice is both pleaſant, and profit- 

| able; 
© Theſe are words put into their mouth wherewith to approach 


God; yet there was little hope of their uſing them, becauſe they 
had ſhoyn all hatred to God and goodneſs, 
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able, but if we deſert it, we run into ſhame, miſery, and 
ruin; and their caſe will be the worſt of all, who do this 
after they have promiſed that they will not tranſgreſs. 
3. The vanity and inſufficiency of earthly things will 
abundantly appear in the day of trouble, Men will not 
1 hearken in the day of proſperity; but when ſickneſs and 
| death come upon them, their ſpirits will be tamed. They 
E | now reject reproof, and ſcorn advice; but when diſtreſs and 
agu come upon them, where are their gods, their 
honours, and gay friends and companions ? let them ariſe, 
and fave them, if they can, in times of trouble: but here 
they will find diſappointment. The Lord hath rejected 
ſuch confidences, and men can never proſper in them. But 
if we make God our hope and portion, and his ſervice our 
"buſineſs, we may cheerfully ſay to him, in our time of 
trouble, Ariſe, and ſave us; and he will be our refuge and 
ſtrength. 
4. How kind is God to invite ſinners to return, and put 
proper words and encouragements into their mouths. Tho? 
a man will not receive an adulterous wife, yet God invites 
finners to return to him. He will not reſerve his anger for 
ever, becauſe he delighteth in mercy, Let rebellious children 
return to him as their father from this time, when he again 
invites them; and he will have compaſſion upon them, 
y will ſubdue their iniquities, and caſt all their fins into the 
depth of the fea, 


— 
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CHAP. III. 6, to the end. C HAP. IV. 1—3. 


In order to underſtand this part of the prophecy, we muſt remem- 

ber, that it refers to the time of Joſiah, a very zealous re- 

former: the people were not hearty in his reformation ;, they 

only complied with it externally, and after his death relapſed 
into idolatry. 

6 H E Loxn ſaid alſo unto me in the days of Joſiah 

the king, Haſt thou ſeen [that] which back- 

ſliding Iſrael hath done? ſhe is gone up upon every 


high mountain and under every green tree, and on 
a 
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2 hath played the harlot. And I faid by the prophets, after 
ſhe had done all theſe [things,] Turn thou unto me. 
But ſhe returned not. And her treacherous ſiſter Judah 

8 ſaw [it.] And I ſaw, when for all the cauſes whereby 
backſliding Ifrael committed adultery I had put her 
away, and given her a bill of divorce, hat is, diſſolved 
the ſpiritual relation between us; and ſhe was carried cap- 
tive; yet her treacherous ſiſter Judah feared not, but 

9 went and played the harlot alſo, And it came to paſs 
through the lightneſs of her whoredom, that ſhe defiled 

the land, and committed adultery with ſtones and with 

10 ſtocks. And yet for all this, her treacherous ſiſter 
Judah hath not turned unto me with her whole heart, 

11 but feignedly, faith the Logp. And the Loxop faid 
unto me, The backſliding Iſrael hath juſtified herſelf 
more than treacherous Judah; 1/rae! is leſs guilty than 
Fudah, becauſe Fudah did not take warning. 

i2 Go and proclaim theſe words toward the north, 
where the ten tribes were carried captive, and fay, Return, 
thou backſliding Iſrael, faith the LorD; [and] I will 
not cauſe mine anger to fall, or continue, upon you: for 
I. [am] merciful, faith the Loxp, ſand] I will not keep 

13 [anger] for ever. Only acknowledge thine iniquity, 
confeſs it, and be truly penitent for it, that thou haſt 
tranſgreſſed againſt the Loxp thy God, and haſt ſcat- 
tered thy ways to the ſtrangers under every green tree, 


run up and down to the gods of neighbouring nations, and 


14 ye have not obeyed my voice, faith the Lorgp. Turn, 
O backſliding children, faith the Lord; for I am 
married unto you: and I will take you one of a city, 
and two of a family, and I will bring you to Zion; ye 
ſhall be reſtored again; and tho* but few ſhall come, yet thoſe 

15 ſhall not be overlooked: And I will give you paſtors ac- 

cording to mine heart, which ſhall Feed you with know- 


ledge and underſtanding, and no more entice you to idolatry. 


16 And it ſhall come to paſs, when ye be multiplied and 
increaſed in the land, in thoſe days, faith the Logo, 
they ſhall ſay no more, The ark of the covenant of the 
LokD: neither ſhall it come to mind: neither ſhall 
they remember it; neither ſhall they viſit [it;] neither 

ſhall 


Fy 
"4 
YE 
1 
4 
F 
1 
. 


3 —— „ ge — — — 


— 2 —U—ᷣ— 4 OY Po 


1 


19 


20 


21 


414 JEREMIAH. III. 


ſhall ſthat] be done any more.“ At that time they 
ſhall call Jeruſalem, The throne of the LoxD; God will 
give them evident proofs of his ſpiritual reſidence among them, 
and his regard to them as their king; and all the nations 
ſhall be gathered unto it, to the name of the Lox, to 
Jeruſalem: neither ſhall they walk any more after the 
imagination of their evil heart, In thoſe days the 
houſe of Judah ſhall walk with the houſe of Iſrael, and 
they ſhall come together out of the land of the north 
to the land that J have given for an inheritance unto 
your fatheis; many of the Iſraelites ſhall return with the 
jews to Canaan. But I ſaid, How ſhall I put thee among 
the children, here muſt be a great change in you before J 
can do this, and give thee a pleaſant land, a goodly 
heritage of the hoſts of nations; or, à land which the 
nations defire, for they envy you this land, and deſire to 
Poſſeſs it? and I ſaid, Thou ſhalt call me, My father; 
and ſhalt not turn away from me; I will beſtow upon thee 
a filial frame of heart toward me; thou ſhalt return to me 
as thy father, and continue faithful to me; then I will 
beſtow theſe favours upon you. | 
Surely [as] a wife treacherouſly departeth from her 


huſband; ſo have ye dealt treacherouſly with me, O 


houſe of Iſrael, faith the Lond. A voice was heard 
upon the high places, weeping [and] ſupplications of 


- the children of Iſrael, repenting and aſking mercy : for, 


22 


23 


or becauſe, they have perverted their way, [and] they 
have forgotten the Loxp their God. Return, ye back- 
ſliding children, [and] I will heal your backſlidings. 
This is God's invitation: to which they reply, Behold, we 
come unto thee, for thou [art] the Loxo our God, and 
wilt heal and comfort our hearts, which are wounded with 
grief and ſorrow. Truly in vain [is ſalvation hoped for) 
from the hills, [and from] the multitude of mountains 
from idols, or any foreign alliances; it is in vain to go up 
to the mountains to look if they are coming : truly in the 

| Lorp 


This ſeems to refer to the goſpel, and to intimate the aboli- 
tion of jewiſh ceremonies, tho' perhaps the ark never was in 


the 


ſecond temple, at leaſt there was no Skekinah, and forte 


ſuppoſe there is a reference to that. 
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24 Loxd our God, [is] the ſalvation of Iſrael. For ſhame, 
that is, fin and idolatry, hath devoured the labour of our 
fathers from our youth; their flocks and their herds, 
their ſons and their daughters; the/e have waſted our ſub- 

25 ſtance, and brought our enemies upon us. We lie down in 
our ſhame, and our confuſion covereth us; we are not 
able to bear up under it : for we have finned againſt the 
Lord our God, we and our fathers, from our youth 
even unto this day, and have not obeyed the voice of 
the Lox b our God.—1n anfwer to theſe expreſſions of ſor- 
row and repentance, God aſſures Jrael, 

1 Cnae. IV. If thou wilt return, O Iſrael, faith the 
| Lox, return unto me heartily, not by outward profeſſion 
only and if thou wilt put away thine abominations, 
thine idols and thy fins, out of my fight, then ſhalt thou 
2 not remove, but be eſtabliſhed in the land. And thou 
ſhalt ſwear, The Lox liveth, in truth, in judgment, 
and in righteouſneſs ; thou ſhalt no more ſwear by idols, 
but in important caſes make thine appeal to God for the 
maintenance of truth and juſtice; and the nations ſhall 
bleſs themſelves in him, and in him ſhall they glory, 
many heathens ſhall become proſelytes, ſhall eſteem themſelves 
happy in being the people of Goa, and fhall triumph in their 
relation to him and intereſt in him. 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. HE judgments of God upon others are deſigned 

as warnings to us, and he is diſpleaſed if they 
are not attended to. He expected that Judah ſhould be 
alarmed by the captivity of Iſrael, and it was an aggrava- 
tion of their guilt that they were not. God gives us many 
awful warnings by his word and providences; even the 
calamities of Iſrael and Judah, are ſtanding warnings to us, 
and are fo deſcribed in the New Teſtament. God knows 
what admonitions he hath given us, and what effe& they 
have had; and if we overlook them and prove treacherous 
to our religious profeſſions and engagements, we ſhall fall 
under his diſpleaſure, for his power and wrath are againſt 
all them that forſake him. 


2. The 
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2. The abundant mercy and reconcileableneſs of God, 
are motives to ſinners to return to him. He commands 
his miniſters and prophets to proclaim this; to aſſure ſin- 
ners of his readineſs to forgive; and invites them to return. 
May we hear the proclamation with gratitude and pleaſure; 
and let our anſwer be, Behold, we come unto thee, for thou 
art the Lord cur God. f 

3. It is happy for a people to have paſtors after God's 
own heart; ſuch as he approves on account of their charac- 
ter and fidelity in their office. They are good paſtors in 
God's fight, who take care of the flock, endeavour to im- 
prove their underſtandings, mend their ſpirits, and make 
them wiſe to ſalvation. The people who have ſuch paſtors, 
(who are, alas ! too few) ought to be very thankful to God, 
and cem them highty in love for their work*s ſake. | 

4. Let us diligently attend to the terms of forgiveneſs 
and acceptance with God. Sinners are to acknowledge 
their iniquities with ſhame and forrow ; to put away all their 
abominations, to return to him as their father, to cheriſh 
filial diſpoſitions, to give themſelves to prayer, to reverence 
the majeſty and omniſcience of God, to place all their hap- 
pineſs in his favour, to be faithful in all their declarations 
and promiſes, and never to turn away from the Lord. 
May this be our character. Then will he heal our back- 
ſlidings, put us among his children, and give us a goodly 
heritage, even an inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, and that 
fadelli not away, reſerved in heaven for us. 


CH A P. IV. 3, to the end. 


* This prophecy is addreſſed to Fudah and Feruſalem;, it is à call 


to repentance, and foretels their deſtruction vy the Chaldeans. 


3 O R thus faith the Logp to the men of Judah and 
F Jeruſalem, Break up your fallow ground, and ſow 
not among thorns; be humble and penitent, otherwiſe you 
are like an huſhandman who ſows among thorns without 

4 ploughing, and the produce is good fer nothing, Circumciſe 
yourſelves to the Loxp, and take away the foreſkins of 


your 
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your heart, ye men of Judah and inhabitants of Jeru- 
falem; mortify your corrupt affections, and do not content 
yourſelves with external rites : leſt my fury come forth 
like fire, and burn that none can quench [it,] becauſe 

5 of the evil of your doings. Declare ye in Judah, and 
ubliſh in Jeruſalem; and ſay, Blow ye the trumpet 

in the land: cry, gather together, and ſay, Aſſemble 
yourſelves, and let us go into the defenced cities for 

6 ſecurity againſt the Chaldeans. Set up the ſtandard 
toward Zion: retire, ſtay not: for I will bring evil 

7 from the north, and a great deſtruction. The lion is 
come up from his thicket, Nebuchadnezzar is coming from 
Babylon, and the deſtroyer of the gentiles is on his way, 
or, the ſcourge of nations, that hath made deſolate the neigh- 
bouring countries, is on his march againſt you; he is gone 
forth from his place to make thy land deſolate ; [and] 

8 thy cities ſhall be laid waſte without an inhabitant, For 
this gird you with ſackcloth, lament and howl : for the 
fierce anger of the Logp is not turned back from us. 

9 And it ſhall come to paſs at that day, faith the Log, 
[that] the heart of the king ſhall periſh, and the heart 
of the princes, they ſhall be quite ſtupid and confounded ; 
and the prieſts, that ſhould blow the trumpet and encourage 
the people to war, ſhall be aſtoniſhed, and the prophets 
ſhall wonder, that is, the falſe prophets, that ſaid the 
10 calamity ſbould not come. Then ſaid I, Ah, Lord Go 
ſurely thou haſt greatly deceived this people and Jeru- 
ſalem, that is, thou haſt permitted it to be done, haſt ſuf- 
fered the falſe prophets lo deceive them by ſtrong deluſions, 
ſaying, Ye ſhall have peace; whereas the ſword reach- 
11 eth unto the foul, At that time ſhall it be ſaid to this 
people and to Jeruſalem, A dry wind of the high places 


in the wilderneſs toward the daughter of my people, not 


to fan, nor to cleanſe, but to deſtroy the fruits of the earth, 
12 to ſcatter and carry them away; [Even] a full wind from 
thoſe [places] ſhall come unto me; or, as it is better 
rendered, a full wind for a curſe ſhall come at my bidding, 
too ſtrong for them to withſtand: now alſo will I give ſen- 
13 tence againſt them, Behold, he ſhall come up as clouds 
that cover the ſky, and his chariots [| ſhall be] as a whirl- 
VOL. V. D d wind : 
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wind: his horſes are ſwifter than eagles. Woe unto 

14 us! for we are ſpoiled. O Jeruſalem, waſh thine heart 

from wickedneſs, that thou mayeſt be ſaved. How 

long ſhall thy vain thoughts lodge within thee ? thy 

fooliſh devices, enpectations, and dependences, to which you 

15 have ſo long truſted? For a voice declareth from Dan, 

and publiſheth affliction from mount Ephraim; which 

lay north, neareſt to Babylon, from whence the tidings came. 

16 Make ye mention to the nations; behold, publiſh a- 

gainſt Jeruſalem, | that] watchers come from a far coun- 

try, /oldiers that watch over them to do them mifchief, and 

give out their voice againſt the cities of Judah, who en- 

17 courage one another to fall on and ſubdue them. As keepers 

of a field, are they againſt her round about, ſurrounding 

her cities; becauſe ſhe hath been rebellious againſt me, 

18 faith the Logp. Thy way and thy doings have pro- 

* cured theſe things] unto thee; this [is] thy wicked- 

neſs, becauſe it is bitter, becauſe it reacheth unto thine 
heart /ike a deadly wound. | 

19 My bowels, my bowels! 1 am pained at my very 

heart; my heart maketh a noiſe in me; I cannot hold 

my peace, becauſe thou haſt heard, O my ſoul, the 

ſound of the trumpet, the alarm of war; I tenderly ſym- 

pathize with my country in the proſper of theſe miſeries. 

20 Deſtruction upon deſtruction is cried,* for the whole 

land is ſpoiled : ſuddenly are my tents ſpoiled, [and] 

my curtains in a moment, as ea/ily as tents are removed. 

21 How long ſhall I fee the ſtandard, [and] hear the ſound 

22 of the trumpet ? For my people [is] fooliſh, they have 

not known me; they [are] ſottiſh children, and they 

have none underſtanding : they [are] wiſe to do evil, but 

to do good they have no knowledge; they are ſkilful in ie 

arts of fin, but are ſtrangers to religion; they ſhow no con- 

23 trivance or quickneſs but when it is to do evil, I beheld 

the earth, and, lo, [it was] without form and void; and 

24 the heavens, and they [had] no light, I beheld the 

mountains, and, lo, they trembled, and all the hills 

25 moved lightly. I beheld, and, lo, [there was] no pa, 

an 


t Five of their kings in ſucceſſion were ſlain or depoſed, in a 
few years, 
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26 and all the birds of the heavens were fled. I beheld, 
and, lo, the fruitful place [was] a wilderneſs, and all 
the cities thereof were broken down at the preſence of 
the Loy, [and] by his fierce anger; a figurative deſcrip- 
tion of the confuſion and calamittes of the nation, as if the 
frame of nature was deſtroyed, and the earth reduced to its 

27 original chaos. For thus hath the Loxo ſaid, The whole 
land ſhall be deſolate ; yet will I not make a full end, a 

28 remnant ſhall remain. For this ſhall the earth mourn, 
and the heavens above be black: becauſe I have 
ſpoken [it, I have purpoſed [it,] and will not repent, 
neither will I turn back from it; foreſeeing that they will 
not repent as a nation, I determine that the remnant only 

29 ſhall be ſaved. The whole city ſhall flee for the noiſe of 
the horſemen and bowmen ; they ſhall go into thickets, 
and climb up upon the rocks to ſave their lives: every 
city { ſhall be] forſaken, and not a man dwell therein. 

30 And ſwhen] thou Tart] ſpoiled, what wilt thou do? 
Though thou clotheſt thyſelf with crimſon, though 
thou deckeſt thee with ornaments of gold, though 
thou renteſt thy face with painting, or, diſtendeſt thine 
eyes with paint, (ſome preparation uſed to contract the 
eyelids to make the eyes look larger, as the eaſtern nations 
reckon large eyes to be the moſt beautiful,) in vain ſhalt 

thou make thyſelf fair, ike 4 ſtrumpet courting her old 
lovers; [thy] lovers will deſpiſe thee, they will ſeek 
thy life; hou ſhalt ſeek help from thy idols and allies in 

31 vain, For I have heard the voice as of a woman in tra- 
vail, [and] the anguiſh as of her that bringeth forth 
her firſt child, when her pains as well as her fears are 
greateſt, the voice of the daughter of Zion, [that] 
bewaileth herſelf, * ſpreadeth her hands, | ſaying, ] 
Woe [is] me now! for my ſoul is wearied becauſe of 
murderers ; becauſe of the enemy, that makes ſuch dreadful 
flaughter. 


REFLECTIONS. 
1. 1 ET us attend to the inſtructive views here given 
us of repentance and returning to God; it is 


breaking up the fallow ground. A beautiful deſcription of a 
D d 2 carnal 
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carnal heart; which is unfruitful, - overrun with thorns, 
where no ſeeds of goodneſs will grow; and it muſt be 
broken up by repentance. This is a difficult work. It is 
hard to correct vicious habits; it is like ploughing ground 
that has lung been fallow; yet it is a — work, if 
we deſire to reap in mercy, Circumciſe your hearts, ſub- 
due your corrupt affections, or, as it is expreſſed v. 14, 
more agreeably to chriſtian language, and the ordinance of 
baptiſm, Waſh thy heart, and be not content with external 
waſhing. It is not ſufficient to regulate the life, and ap- 
pear outwardly good; but we muſt ſee that the heart be 
cleanſed by repentance and faith, and that ſinful defires be 
ſuppreſſed for the future; becauſe God ſearcheth the heart, 
and the wickedneſs that lodgeth there is an abomination to 
him Let us therefore pray that God would create in us 
clean kearts, and renew right ſpirits within us. 

2. Whoever are the inſtruments of our troubles, we 
ſhould view them as coming from the hand of God, and 
that fin is the cauſe of them. The fierce anger of the Lord 
brought the Chaldeans upon Judah. They came round 
about her, becauſe ſhe had been rebellious againſt the Lord. 
Thus when enemies, perſecutors, and ſlanderers beſet us, 
however unjuſt they may be, we ought to acknowledge that 
the Lord is righteous. We have done enough to juſtify him 
in any evils that he may bring upon us; and 1t becomes 
us to humble ourſelves under his mighty hand, You 

3. The calamities of war ſhould be deeply lamented, and 
we ſhould tenderly pity thoſe who are ſuffering by them. 
The prophet Jeremiah, tho? he ſaw the deſolation of Judah 
only by a ſpirit of prophecy, and did not know whether 
he ſhould actually live to behold it, yet bitterly bewails it, 
but more eſpecially the fins which occaſioned it. Let us 
bewail the deſolations of war, and the long continuance of 
them; and earneſtly pray that God would give peace in our 
time. We may allo learn, from the agony which the pro- 
phet felt on this occaſion, how much more deeply we 
ought to be affected by the proſpect of that indignation and 
wrath, tribulation and anguiſh, which ſhall come upon ihe un- 
godly : and, knowing the terrors of the Lord, let us perſuade 
men to be reconciled to him. | 0 
; ; CHAP. 
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The prophet here goes on to repreſent the degeneracy of the peo- 
ple, and the calamities which were coming upon them, 


I UN ye to and fro through the ſtreets of Jeruſa- 
lem, and ſee now, and know, and ſeek in the 

broad places thereof, if ye can find a man, if there be 
[any] that executeth judgment, that ſceketh the truth; 

2 and I will pardon it. And though they ſay, The 
Lox liveth z ſurely they ſwear falſely ; hs? they fevear 
by the true God, and not by idols, yet they appeal to him as a 
3 witneſs of falſehood. O Load, [are] not thine eyes upon 
the truth? thou haſt ſtricken them, but they have not 
grieved; thou haſt conſumed them, [but] they have 
refuſed to receive correction: they have made their 
faces harder than a rock; they have refuſed to return; 
thou knoweſt their true character; notwithſtanding thy judg- 
ments, they were ſtubborn and rebellious, and would not be 

4 reformed, Therefore I ſaid, Surely theſe [are] poor; 
they are fooliſh: for they know not the way of the 
Lokp, [nor] the judgment of their God; heir igno- 

5 rance is the cauſe of their diſobedience. I will get me unto 
the great men, and will ſpeak unto them; for they 
have known the way of the Lozp, [and] the judg- 
ment of their God; I may exped better things from them, 
as they have enjoyed a better education and ſuperior advan- 
tages: but theſ: have altogether broken the yoke, [and] 

6 burſt the bonds, like headſtrong oxen. - Wherefore a lion 
out of the foreſt ſhall ſlay them, [and] a wolf of the 
evenings ſhall ſpoil them, a leopard ſhall watch over 
their cities: every one that goeth out thence ſhall be 
torn in pieces by 4 powerful, greedy, cunning enemy : be- 
cauſe their tranſgreſſions are many, [and] their back- 

7 ſlidings are increaſed. How ſhall | pardon thee for 
this ? thy children have forſaken me, and ſworn by 
[them that are] no gods: when I had fed them to 
the full, they then committed adultery, and aſſembled 
themſelves by troops in the harlots* houſes; and is it 

8 conſiſtent with juſtice to pardon ſuch offenders ? They were 
Dad 3 Las) 
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[as] fed horſes in the morning: every one neighed after 

his neighbour's wife ; they abuſed their plenty, and grati- 

9 fied their luſts in a moſt abandoned manner. Shall I not 
viſit for theſe [things?] faith the LoxD: and ſhall not 
my ſoul be avenged on ſuch a nation as this? do they 

10 not deſerve ſome remarkable puniſhment ? Go ye up upon 
her walls, and deftroy ; but make not a full end: take 
away her battlements; for they [are] not the LOoRb's. 

11 For the houſe of Iſrael, and the houſe of Judah have 
dealt very treacherouſly againit me, faith the Logy, 
12 They have belied the Lok D, and faid, [It is] not he; 
neither ſhall evil come upon us; neither ſhall we ice 
ſword nor famine; he is not ſuch a being as his prophets 

13 ſay he is, he will not do as they threaten : And the pro- 
phets ſhall become wind, and the word [is] not in 
them; they are nothing but noiſe and vanity, a parcel of 
filly enthuſiaſts : thus ſhall it be done unto them; 7he 
evils they threaten us with ſhall come upon themſelves. 
14 Wherefore thus faith the Loxp God of hoſts, Becauſe 
ye ſpeak this word, Behold, I will make my words in 
thy mouth fire, and this people wood, and it ſhall de- 
vour them as certainly and ſpeedily as the fire conſumes 

15 wood, Lo, I will bring a nation upon you from far, 
O houſe of Iſrael, faith the LORD: it [is] a mighty 
nation, it [is] an antient nation, a nation whoſe lan- 
guage thou knoweſt not, neither underſtandeſt what 
they ſay, therefore you can neither parley with nor aſe com- 

16 Paſſion from them, Their quiver [is] as an open ſepul- 
chre, they [are] all mighty men ; hey ſhall do vaſt exe- 

17 cution and ſhall deſtroy multitudes. And they ſhall eat 
up thine harveſt, and thy bread, [which] thy ſons and 
thy daughters ſhould eat : they ſhall eat up thy flocks 
and thine herds: they ſhall eat up thy vines and thy 
fig trees: they ſhall impoveriſh thy fenced cities, 

18 wherein thou truſtedſt, with the ſword. Nevertheleſs in 
thoſe days, faith the Lok, I will not make a full end 

19 with you." And it ſhall come to paſs, when ye = 
| wh ugh 14, 


d This is a remarkable prophecy, for Jeremiah could not ſore- 
fee that the jews would not be ſwallowed up by their con- 
querors, as other nations were, . 8 a 
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fay, Wherefore doeth the Loxp our God all theſe 

[things] unto us? why ſhould we be ſingled out for ſuch 

calamities ? is it conſiſtent with God's promiſes ? then ſhalt 

thou anſwer them, Like as ye have forſaken me, and 

ſerved ſtrange gods in your land, fo ſhall ye ſerve 
ſtrangers in a land [that 1s] not your's. 

20 Declare this in the houſe of Jacob, and publiſh it in 

21 Judah, ſaying, Hear now this, O fooliſh people, and 

without underſtanding : which have eyes, and ſee not; 

which have ears, and hear not; who make no uſe of your. 

22 underſtanding, but are as ſtupid as your idols : Fear ye not 

me? faith the LoxD: will ye not tremble at my pre- 

ſence, which have placed the fand for] the bound of 

the ſea by a perpetual decree, that it cannot pals it : 

and though the waves thereof toſs themſelves, yet can 

they not prevail; though they roar, yet can they not 

paſs over it? a circumſtance often mentioned, as a proof of 

23 God's power and dominion. But this people hath a re- 

valting and a rebellious heart; they are revolted and 

24 gone. Neither fay they in their heart, Let us now 

ear the Lord our God, that giveth rain, both the for- 

mer and the latter, in his ſeaſon ; they are not affected by 

his goodneſs : he reſerveth unto us the appointed weeks 

of the harveſt; a proof of his providence which is obvious 

25 to the meaneſt capacity. - Your iniquities have turned 

away theſe [ things, ] /heſe harveſt bleſſings, and your fins 

26 have withholden good | things] from you. For among 

my people are found wicked [men:] they lay wait, as 

he that ſetteth ſnares; they ſet a trap, they catch men; 

they betray, overreach, aud make a prey of one another. 

27 As a cage is full of birds, ſo [are] their houſes full of 

goods gotten by deceit: therefore they are become great, 

28 and waxen rich. They are waxen fat, they ſhine : yea, 

they overpaſs the deeds of the wicked, the common 

inſtances of injuſtice and oppreſſion: they judge not the 

cauſe, the cauſe of the fatherleſs, yet they proſper; and 

29 the right of the needy do they not judge. Shall I not 

viſit for theſe [things ?] faith the Logp :: ſhall not my 

30 ſoul be avenged on ſuch a nation as this? A wonderful 

31 and horrible thing is committed in the land; The pro- 
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phets propheſy falſely, and the prieſts bear rule by 


their means; and my people love [to have it] ſo; and 
what will ye do in the end thereof? what can theje 
things come to but the ruin of you all? 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. 7 E here ſee the deſign of God in afflictions. He 
ſtrikes men that they may ſee their ſin, be 

humble, and grieved for it. He conſumes their ſubſtance 
or health, that they may receive correction with the temper 
of children; accommodate themſelves to it and be better 
for it; he deſigns to bring them back to himſelf. This 
ſhows his juſtice, wiſdom, and goodneſs in afflictions, that 
they are to anſwer ſo important an end; and how diſ- 
pleaſing to him impatience, pride, and obſtinacy muſt be. 
2. We ſee the advantages of being placed in the middle 
circumſtances of life. Jeremiah in his day, and we in our's, 
find the poor ignorant and brutiſh ; many oi them deſtitute 
of the means of inſtruction ; others of them, for want of edu- 
cation, know not how to uſe and improve them. The rich, 
tho? they have enjoyed ſuperior advantages, are generally 
haughty, inſolent, and obſtinate; will walk in the way of 
their hearts and after the faſhions of the world, be they 
right or wrong. It is a happineſs to be free from the temp- 
tations of poyerty and riches, and to be placed in that 
middle ftate of life, which is beſt both for this world and 
another. 3 | | 

3. We here ſee the cauſe why many perſiſt in their ini- 
quities, notwithſtanding the warnings of God's word, It 
is becauſe they do not believe them; they belie the Lord 
think he is not ſo holy and juſt a Being, nor will be fo 
ſtrict in his judgments, as his word declares. They de- 
ſpiſe the warnings of miniſters; thinking them to be words 
of courſe; and that they talk ſo, becauſe it is their trade: 
they will not own any thing to be the word of God, but 
what they like: but all his words will prove true, and 
be too hard for them; and the judgments they deſpiſe or 
diſbelieve will devour them. | 

4. The power and goodneſs of God in the courſe of his 

| | , | providence, 
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providence, is a motive to fear and reverence him. He 
keeps the ſea within its bounds amidſt the moſt violent 
tempeſts ; ſtops its courſe by the ſmalleſt ſand, as eaſily as 
by walls of rock, When the tide has riſen to ſuch a 
height, it returns back, as if it obeyed the divine command. 
Who would not tremble at the preſence of ſo great and 
awful a Being! Shall we not fear him who alſo gives us rain 
from heaven, and fruitful ſeaſons? who favours us every year 
with ſeed-time and harveſt? Let us meditate on his power, 
his goodneſs, and univerſal providence, that we may adore, 
reverence, and ſerve him, who is miz/ty in power, excellent 
in working, and who fills the whole earth with his goodneſs. + 
5. It would be happy for men if they would but con- 
ſider what will be the end of things. It is of the laſt im- 
portance, both for this world and another, to conſider 
before we undertake any thing, what the end will be. It 
would eſpecially prevent many of the calamities, and moſt 
of the iniquities that prevail among men; but they pleaſe 
themſelves with their own imaginations, follow the courſe 
of this world, and ſeldom or never think what they ſhall do 
in the end thereof. There will be an end; death is the end 
of all men, as to this world ; after that, the judgment will 
ſettle their everlaſting ſtate ; and their end will be happy or 
miſerable, as their lives have been good or bad. Oh that 
men were wiſe, that they underſtood this, that they would con- 
ſider their latter end. = 
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CTHRP.. v5 
In which the ſame ſulject is continued. 


I () Y E children of Benjamin, gather yourſelves to 
flee out of the midit of Jeruſalem, and blow 

the trumpet in '{ckoa, and ſet up a ſign of fire, that 
is, @ beacon, in Beth-haccerem : for evil appeareth out 

2 of the north, and great deſtruction. J have likened the 
| | daughter 
Part of Jeruſalem was in the tribe of Benjamin; this was the 


2 own tribe, and therefore he was greatly concerned about 
them. ] 
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daughter of Zion, Feruſalem, to a comely and deli. 
3 cate woman.] The ſhepherds with their flocks ſhall 
come unto her; they ſhall pitch [their] tents againſt 
her round about; they ſhall feed every one in his place, 
in his paſture or quarter, till they quite devour it; the 
Chaldeans ſhall encourage one anather to attack Feruſalem, 
4 ſaying, Prepare ye war againſt her; ariſe, and let us go 
up at noon, in the heat of the day. Woe unto us! for 
the day goeth away, for the ſhadows of the evening are 
ſtretched out; lamenting to loſe a ſingle day in the attach; 
5 yea, they ſhall be fo eager as to add, Ariſe, and let us go 
6 by night, and let us deſtroy her palaces. For thus 
hath the Lorp of hoſts ſaid, this is his commiſſion to the 
 Chaldeans, Hew ye down trees, and caſt a mount againſt 
Jeruſalem: this [is] the city to be viſited; ſhe [is] 
7 wholly oppreſſion in the midſt of her. As a fountain 
caſteth out her waters, ſo ſhe caſteth out her wicked- 
neſs, abundantly and conſtantly : violence and ſpoil is heard 
in her; before me continually is] grief and wounds, the 
8 wounds of thoſe whom ſhe hath e Be thou in- 
ſtructed, O Jeruſalem, leſt my ſoul depart from thee; 
leſt F make thee deſolate, a land not inhabited; take 
warning before theſe threatenings and judgments are begun. 
9 Thus faith the Logp of hoſts, They ſhall throughly 
glean the remnant of Iſrael as a vine: turn back thine 
hand as a grape-gatherer into the baſkets, when he 
eſpies more bunches , ſo will God make an entire riddance. 
10 To whom ſhall I ſpeak, and give warning, that they 
may hear? behold, their ear [is] uncircumciſed, and 
they cannot hearken; it is grown heavy, and indiſpoſed 
to hear the truth: behold, the word of the Lok is unto 
them a reproach; they have no delight in it; they hate 
11 it, and charge the prophets with being flanderers. There- 
fore I am full of the fury of the Loxp; I am we 
with holding in; I muſt denounce his judgments: I will 
pour it out upon the children abroad, and upon the 
aſſembly of young men together, when at their clubs and 
merry meetings : for even the huſband with the wife 
ſhall be taken, the aged with [him that is] full of 
12 days. And their houſes ſhall be turned unto — 
| [w1 
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[with their] fields and wives together: for I will ſtretch 
out my hand upon the inhabitants of the land, ſaith the 

13 Loxp. For from the leaſt of them even unto the 
greateſt of them every one [1s] given to covetouſneſs; 
and from the prophet even unto the prieſt, all the dif- 
ferent orders of men that ſhould havepromoted religion, every 

14 one dealeth falſely. They have healed alſo the hurt 
[of the daughter] of my people lightly, ſaying, Peace, 
peace, when | there is] no peace; inſtead of ſearching the 
wound to the bottom, they have ſtiuned it over, ſo that it 
15 will break out again. Were they aſhamed when they 
had committed abomination ? nay, they were not at 
all aſhamed, neither could they bluſh: therefore they 
ſhall fall among them that fall: at the time [that] I 
viſit them they ſhall be caſt down, faith the Lokb. 

16 Thus faith the Lozp, Stand ye in the ways, and ſee, 
and aſk for the old paths, where [is] the good way, in 
which your pious fathers the patriarchs and prophets trod, 
and walk therein, and ye ſhall find reſt for your ſouls. 

17 But they ſaid, We will not walk [therein.] Alſo ] ſet 
watchmen over you to warn you of danger, and to threaten 

my judgments, | ſaying,] Hearken to the ſound of the 

18 trumpet. But they ſaid, We will not hearken. There- 
fore hear, ye neighbouring nations, and know, O con- 
gregation, eſpecially ye governors and magiſtrates, what 
[is] among them, what a height of wickedneſs they are 

19 grown to. Hear, O earth; behold, I will bring evil 
upon this people, [even] the fruit of their thoughts, 
that is, their evil thoughts and the things they fear, becauſe 
they have not hearkened unto my words, nor to my 

20 law, but rejected it. To what purpoſe cometh there to 
me incenſe from Sheba, and the ſweet cane from a far 
country, on which you ground your pretenſious to my fa. 
vour? your burnt offerings [are] not acceptable, nor 

21 your ſacrifices ſweet unto me. Therefore thus faith the 
Lonp, Behold, I will lay ſtumbling blocks before this 
people, and the father and the ſons together ſhall fall 
upon them; the neighbour and his friend ſhall periſh; 
their deſigns ſhall miſcarry, they ſhall fall into the evils they 
thought to avoid; neither the father's wiſdom, nor the ſon's 

| | | ſtrength, 


428 JEREMIAH. VI. 


22 ſtrength, jhall deliver them. Thus faith the Lok, Be- 
hold, a people cometh from the north country, and a 
great nation ſhall be raiſed from the ſides of the earth. 

23 They ſhall lay hold on bow and ſpear; they [are] 
cruel, and have no mercy ; their voice roareth like the 
ſea; and they ride upon horſes, ſet in array as men for 

24 war againſt thee, O daughter of Zion. We have heard 

the fame thereof: our hands wax feeble : anguiſh hath 
taken hold of us, [and] pain, as of a woman in travail; 

25 the people are terribly alarmed at the report, and ſay, Go 

not forth into the field, nor walk by the way: for the 

26 ſword of the enemy [and] fear [1s] on every ſide. O 
daughter of my people, gird | thee] with ſackcloth, 
and wallow thyſelf in aſhes: make thee mourning, 
[as for] an only ſon, moſt bitter lamentation: for the 

27 ſpoiler ſhall ſuddenly come upon us. I have ſet thee, 
O Fereniiah, | for,] or rather in, a tower [and] a for- 
treſs among my people, that thou mayeſt know and 
try their way, 1% obſerve their condutt, to ſee my juſtice, 

28 and warn them. T hey [are] all grievous revolters, walk- 
ing with ſlanders: [they are] braſs and iron, ihe meaneſt 
metals; they [are] all corrupters, impudent and obſtinate, 

29 are corrupt themſelves, and corrupting one another. The 
bellows are burned, the lead is conſumed of the fire 
the founder melteth in vain: for the wicked are not 

30 plucked away. Reprobate filver ſhall [men] call them, 
that is, filver mixed with droſs, that will not paſs current, 
becauſe the Logp hath rejected them; they ſhall be re- 
jetted of God and man, and left to be conſumed in the 


furnace. 
REFLECTION Ss. 


I, E may infer from hence how reſolute we ſhould 

be in our ſpiritual warfare, The Chaldeans 

were eager to go up to the attack; neither the heat of the 

day, 

i Here is an alluſion to the method of refining filver ; lead 

was. mixed with it for that purpoſe; the bellows were burned 

by being long near the fire; ſo long God had uſed methods to 

reform them; but their wickedneſs was not removed, nor were 
they the better for the means of reformation, 
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day, nor the coldneſs of the night diſcouraged them. Let 


the courage and patience of military men rouſe us to fight 
the good fight of faith. It is a glorious warfare in which we 


are engaged againſt ſpiritual enemies. The commiſſion and 


command are from God; we have the promiſe of his 
ſtrength, if we go on vigorouſly and faint not. Let Chriſt's 
aged ſoldiers not be diſheartened, but be ſo much the more 
diligent, as the day goeth away, and the ſhadows of the 
evening are lengthened, for a glorious reward will be given: 
let us therefore be faithful unto death, and God will give us a 
crown of life. 

2. We ſee what is neceſſary to be done, if we deſire the 
continuance of God's favour, v. 8. We muſt attend to 
religious inſtructions, by whom and in what way ſoever 
delivered; conſider their importance, and obey them; elſe 
God's foul will depart from us; we ſhall loſe his favour, 
and every thing honourable and comfortable ; and then we 
ſhall become deſolate indeed. Let us therefore hear in- 
ſtruction, and be wiſe, before it is too late. 

3. We have here a leſſon of important inſtruction for 
miniſters. They muſt faithfully deliver even thoſe warn- 
ings and threatenings of ſcripture, which are moſt terrify- 
ing and diſagreeable to men; and which is not very pleaſant 
to themſelves to deliver, any farther than as they are needful 
and uſeful. They muſt beware, left, as in v. 14, they en- 
courage men in their ſins, and ſuffer them to periſh thro? 
ſelf-deceit. Let their hearers alſo beware leſt they account 
the word of the Lord a reproach, and are angry with a re- 
proof that reaches their caſes and conſciences. Rather let 
them be thankful for it, and efeem the faithful reprover in 
love. 

4. How deſirable is it for all, eſpecially young perſons, 
to ſeek after and walk in the good way, the old path; like 
travellers that would not willingly miſtake their road, but 
want and aſk direction. Let them enquire in what way 
thoſe have walked, whoſe names are recorded with honour 
in ſcripture; aſk of their parents, their miniſters, their 
bible, and practical books, what is the good way, and never 
turn aſide from it. There, and there only, will be found 
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reſt for their ſouls, preſent peace, and everlaſting happi- 
nels, 

' 5. How miſerable is the ſtate of thoſe who continue un- 
reformed under the means of grace! God tries them by 
various methods, by conſcience, his providence, his word 
and ordinances, as metals are tried, in order to ſeparate 
the droſs, to refine and putify them. His miniſters take 
pains to ſtudy, to make known, and to enforce the will of 
God; but, alas! ſeldom is any good effect of their pains 
ſeen, Their bellows are burned, their time 1s loſt, their 
ſtrength and health impaired, and their lives ſhortened. 
But they that will not be reformed, ſhall be utterly con- 
ſumed: the Lord will reject them, and then who can fave 
them ? who will have pity on them ? Let us pray that we 
may be refined by the means of grace, as filver is refined ; 
and be purified as gold; then ſhall we be veſſels of honour, 
and our faithful miniſters will rejoice in the day of Chriſt, that 
they have not run in vain, nor laboured in vain. 


K* 4 nth 


— 


C HAP. VII. 


Here begins another ſection of the prophecy, ending at the tenth 
chapter: it opens with exhortations lo amendment of life, 
without which their confidence in the temple is declared to be 
in vain. 

I HE word that came to Jeremiah from the 
2 1 Lon, ſaying, Stand in the gate of the Logpy's 
houſe, (probably at ſome grand feſtival) and proclaim 
there this word, and ſay, Hear the word of the Logo, 
all [ye of ] Judah, that enter in at theſe gates to wor- 
ſhip the Loxp, Thus faith the Loxp of hoſts, the 
God of Iſrael, Amend your ways and your doings, and 
I will cauſe you to dwell in this place, or elſe I will give 
4 it to ſtrangers and idolaters. Truſt ye not in lying words, 
ſaying, The temple of the Lonb, The temple of the 
5 Lord, The temple of the Lord, [are] theſe. For if 
ye 8 amend your ways and your doings; if 


ye throughly execute judgment between a man and 
| | his 
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6 his neighhour; [If] ye oppreſs not the ſtranger, the 
fatherleſs, and the widow, and ſhed not innocent blood 
in this place, neither walk after other gods to your 

7 hurt: Then will I cauſe you to dwell in this place, in 
the land that I gave to your fathers, for ever and ever. 

8 Behold, ye truſt in lying words that cannot profit, 

9 that is, in falſe prophets, Will ye ſteal, murder, and 
commit adultery, and ſwear falſely, and burn incenſe 
unto Baal, and walk after other gods whom ye know 

10 not; And come and ſtand before me in this houſe, 

which is called by my name, and pretend to worſhip me, 
and ſay, We are delivered to do all theſe abominations? 
will ye abuſe my mercy and the deliverances granted you, as 
if I deſigned them as an encouragement to you to go on in 
II your fins? Is this houſe, which is called by my name, 
become a den of robbers in your eyes? Behold, even 
I have ſeen [it,] ſaith the Lox D, %% you think I did not, 
12 But go ye now unto my place which [was] in Shiloh, 
where I ſet my name at the firſt, the place where the ark 
was ſettled at your firſt entrance into Canaan, and ſee 
what I did to it for the wickedneſs of my people Iſrael; 
probably the city was deſtroyed, as we never read of it af- 
13 terwards, And now, becauſe ye have done all theſe 
works, faith the Lorp, and I ſpake unto you, riſing 
up early and jc rat. but ye heard not; and I called 

14 you, but ye anſwered not; Therefore will I do unto 

[this] houſe which is called by my name, wherein ye 
truſt, and unto the place which I gave to you and to 

15 your fathers, as I have done to Shiloh. And I will 

caſt you out of my fight, as I have caſt out all your 

16 brethren, [even] the whole ſeed of Ephraim. There- 

fore pray not thou for this people, neither lift up cry 
nor prayer for them; neither make interceſſion to me: 
for I will not hear thee.* | 
i7 Seeſt thou not what they do in the cities of Judah 
18 and in the ſtreets of Jeruſalem ? The children gather 
wood, and the fathers kindle the fire, and the women 
knead 
* God foreſaw that there would not be a univerſal reforma- 


tion, which was the only thing that could prevent their captivity ; 
therefore he commands the prophet not to pray for them, 


—— 
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knead their] dough, to make cakes to the queen of 
heaven, the new moon, and to pour out drink offerings 
unto other gods, that they may provoke me to 1 ; 
all hands are employed as if they had their meat and arink 
19 from them. Do they provoke me to anger? faith the 
Lok ; can they hurt me. by their wickedneſs ? [do they] 
not [provoke] themſelves to the confuſion of their own 
20 faces? Therefore thus ſaith the Lord Gop ; Behold, 
mine anger and my fury ſhall be poured out upon this 
place, upon man, and ; wm beaſt, and upon the trees of 
the field, and upon the fruit of the ground; and it ſhall. 
21 burn, and hall not be quenched. Thus faith the 
Lorp of hoſts, the God of Iſrael; Put your burnt 
offerings unto your ſacrifices, and eat fleſh ; ho* the 
burnt offerings ſhould be entirely conſumed, and only the fat 
of the peace offering, you may either burn them all, or eat 
them all, it is the ſame thing to me while you go on thus to do 
ewickedly; or rather, Ye have added your burnt offerings to 
your ſacrifices, and eat fleſh, which I ſaid nothing of to your 
22 fathers. For I ſpake-not unto your fathers, nor com- 
manded them in the day that I brought them out of 
the land of Egypt, concerning burnt offerings or ſacri- 


23 fices: But this thing commanded I them, ſaying, Obey 


my voice, and J will be your God, and ye ſhall be my 
people: and walk ye in all the ways that I have com- 
24 manded you that it may be well unto you. But they 
hearkened not, nor inclined their ear, but walked in 
the counſels ſand] in the imagination of their evil 
heart, and went backward lite headſtrong oxen, and not 


25 forward. vince the day that your fathers came forth 


out of the land of Egypt unto this day I have even ſent 
unto you all my ſervants the prophets, daily rifing up 

26 early, and ſending [them :] Yet they hearkened not 
unto me, nor inclined their ear, but hardened their 
neck: they did worſe than their fathers ; ſet up idols in 

27 the temple, and took no warning, Therefore thou ſhalt 
| | | ſpeak 


1 As God really commanded theſe when they came out of 


Egypt, the meaning muſt be, that he had a greater regard to 


obedience than to burnt offerings, and to mercy than ſacrifices, 
Or, that ceremonial obſervances were no further acceptable, than 
as they were the genuine fruits of obedience, 
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ſpeak all theſe words unto them; but they will not 
. to thee; thou ſhalt alſo call unto them; but 

28 they will not anſwer thee. But thou ſhalt ſay unto 
them, This [is] a nation that obeyeth not the voice of 
the Loxp their God, nor receiveth correction: truth 
towards God and man is periſhed, and is cut off from 
their mouth; there is no depending on any "oy they ſay. 

29 Cut off thine hair, [O Jeruſalem, ] and caſt ſit] 

away in token of ſorrow, and take up a lamentation on 
high places, à ſolemn publick lamentation ; for the Loxo 
hath rejected and forſaken the generation of his wrath, 

30 that uſed to be the generation of his love. For the child- 
ren of Judah have done evil in my fight, faith the 
Logp : they have ſet their abominations in the houſe 
which is called by my name to pollute it; which was 

31 attually done in Manaſſen's time. And they have built 
the high places of Tophet, which [1s] in the valley of 
the ſon of Hinnom, to burn their fons and their daugh- 
ters in the fire, wicked rites which they have learned of the 
Canaanites, u which I commanded [them] not, neither 
came it into my heart. 

32 Therefore, behold, the days come, faith the Logo, 
that it ſhall no more be called Tophet, nor The valley 
of the ſon of Hinnom, but The valley of ſlaughter : for 
they ſhall bury hoſe that ſhall be flain by the Chaldeans in 

33 Tophet, till there be no place. And the carcaſes of 
this people ſhall be meat for the fowls of the heaven, 
and for the beaſts of the earth; and none ſhall fray 

34 [them] away. Then will 1 cauſe to ceaſe from the 
cities of Judah, and from the ftreets of Jeruſalem, the 
voice of mirth, and the voice of gladneſs, the voice of 
the bridegroom, and the voice of the bride: for the 
land ſhall be deſolate ; there ſhall be no encouragement to 
marry when they have nothing but deſolation and ruin before 
their eyes. 

Vol. V. E e REF LE CT- 


= Tophet was that particular ſpot in the valley of Hinnom, 
where fires were made, into which the poor innocent vitims 
were thrown; and is ſuppoſed to have derived its name from 
the drums and tabrets that were beaten in order to drown the 
cries of the children when they ſacrificed them to Molech. 
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REFLECTIONS, 


1. E learn hence, that there are many who are 


very zealous for the forms of godlineſs, yet 


have nothing of the power of it. This wicked people 


made a great ado about the temple of the Lord. It was the 
cry of the times; as many in the chriſtian world have 
ſaid, The church, the church; while by their ſins they have 


been pulling it down ; zealous for forms and rites, while 


the church has been made a den of robbers, and their 
hearts have been full of all wickedneſs, God ſees this 
hypocriſy, and cannot be deceived by it. Let us take heed 


that we do not deceive ourſelves. 


2. Obſerve the gracious regard which God has to the 
prayer of his ſervants. When he was determined to root 


out this wicked people, he commands his prophet not to 


pray for them. He knew his affection and zeal for the 

ople, and that he would pray, while there was any hope. 
But God eſteemed the praying breath of his ſervant too 
precious to be ſpent in vain. This is an encouragement 
to pray for our country while we have reaſon to hope for 
ſucceſs; and it contains an awful admonition, that they 


who will not be reformed by the preaching of miniſters, 


ſhall not be the better for their prayers, 

3. We here ſee the wiſdom and neceſſity of obedience. 
The ſame is commanded under every diſpenſation, as in 
v. 23. Walk in all the ways have commanded you; and our 
encouragement is the ſame, I will be your God, and it ſhall 
be well with you. We muſt walk in all his commands, both 
moral and poſitive, if we would enjoy the privileges and 
happineſs of his people. Oh that there were ſuch a heart in 
us, to fear God and keep his commandments, that it might be 
well with us for ever. 
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| CHAP. VIII. 4 


The prophet here upbraids the people with their folly and ob- 
ſtinacy, and bewails the dreadful miſeries that were coming 
upon them. | 


1 A T that time, faith the Lorp, they ſhall bring out 
the bones of the kings of Judah, and the bones 
of his princes, and the bones of the prieſts, and the 
bones of the prophets, and the bones of the inhabitants 
of Jeruſalem, out of their graves ; the Chaldeans ſhall 
break open their ſepulchres, in hope of finding treaſures, 
but in the rage of diſappointment they ſhall throw. about 
2 their bones: And they ſhall ſpread them before the ſun, 
and the moon, and all the hoſt of heaven, whom they 
have loved, and whom they have ſerved, and after 
whom they have walked, and whom they have ſought, 
and whom they have worſhipped, dt who can do nothing 
for teme they ſhall not be gathered, nor be buried 
4 3 they ſhall be for dung upon the face of the earth. And 
3 ſo great ſhall be their miſery, that death ſhall be choſen 
rather than life, by all the reſidue of them that remain 
of this evil family, which remain in all the places 

| | whither I have driven them, faith the Lorp of hoſts. 
3 4 Moreover thou ſhalt ſay unto them, Thus faith the 
' Lorv; Shall they fall, and not ariſe? ſhall he turn 


3 away, and not return? they alt different from the maxims 
a of common prudence; if a man fall, will he not riſe, and be 
p ho glad of help? if a traveller miſſes his way, will he not en- 
4 WH 5 quere, and be glad to be ſet right? Why [then] is this 
people of Jeruſalem ſlidden back by a perpetual back- .. 
d 6 fliding? they hold faſt deceit, they refuſe to return. I * 
2 > hearkened and heard, ( but] they ſpake not aright: no | 
be } man repented him of his wickedneſs, ſaying, What 
1 have I done? God is repreſented as waiting and expecting 
that they would ſay ſo, but every one turned to his 
courſe, as the horſe ruſheth into the battle, without 
7 confidering or fearing his danger. Yea, the ſtork in the 
> 2 2 heaven 


» Theſe various expreſſions are uſed, to ſhow how fond they 
were of this worſhip, and What regard they paid to theſe gods, 
who now cannot protect their bones. 
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heaven knoweth her appointed times; and the turtle 
and the crane and the — obſerve the time of their 
coming; they return in the ſummer to their former abodes; 
but my people know not the judgment of the Lox p; 
they do not obſerve my providence, nar think of returning to 

8 me. How do ye ſay, We [are] wiſe, and the law of 
the LORD [is] with us? Lo, certainly in vain made he 

[it ;] the pen of the ſcribes [is] in vain; you boaſt of 
your wiſdom, becauſe poſſeſſed of my law; but, with regard 

to you, that law was made, tranſcribed, and expounded in 

9 vain; you might as well have been without it. The wiſe 
[men] are NT they are diſmayed and taken : lo, 
they have rejected the word of the Loxp; and what 
wiſdom is] in them? the politicians that boaſt of their 
wiſdom ſhow egregious folly, and ſuffer the conſequences of 
their own ſchemes and devices, becauſe they will not be ruled 

10 by my word, Therefore will I give their wives unto 
others, [and] their fields to them that ſhall inherit 
[them:] for every one from the leaſt even unto the 
greateſt is given to covetouſneſs, from the prophet even 

11 unto the prieſt every one dealeth falſely. For they 
have healed the hurt of the daughter of my people 
ſlightly, ſaying, Peace, peace; when [there is] no 

12 peace, Were they aſhamed when they had committed 
abomination? nay, they were not at all aſhamed, neither 
could they bluſh : therefore ſhall they fall among them 
that fall: in the time of their viſitation they ſhall be. 

13 caſt down, faith the Loxp. I will ſurely conſume 
them, faith the Logo : [there ſhall be] no grapes on 
the vine, nor figs on the fig tree, and the leaf ſhall 
fade; and 2 things that] I have given them ſhall 
14 paſs away from them. Why do we fit ſtill? /ay the 
people to one another, aſſemble yourſelves, and let us 
enter into the defenced cities, and let us be filent there: 
for the Loxo our God hath put us to ſilence, hath given 

us no reaſon to complain, and yet no encouragement to pray, 
and given us water of gall, or hemlock, to drink, that 

is, ſevere and painful judgments, becauſe we have ſinned 
15 againſt the Log. e looked for peace, as the falſe 
prophets had ſaid, but no good [came; and] for a _ 
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16 of health, and behold trouble! The ſnorting of his 
horſes was heard from Dan, from the north : the whole 
land trembled at the ſound of the neighing of his ſtrong 
ones, or horſes; for they are come, and have devoured 
the land, and all that is in it; the city, and thoſe that 

17 dwell therein. For, behold, I will fend ſerpents, 
cockatrices, among you, which [will] not [be] charm- 
ed, and they ſhall bite you, faith the Lon; % 
muſical ſounds may have fuch an influence on particular ſer- 
pents as to prevent their biting, your enemies ſhall not be 
mollified or diſarmed by any means. The prophet adds in his 

18 own name, [When] I would comfort myſelf againſt ſor- 
row, my heart [is] faint in me; I ſee much more reaſon 

19 10 fear than to hope. Behold the voice of the cry of the 
daughter of my people becauſe of them that dwell in a 
far country: [Is] not the Lok in Zion? [is] not her 
king in her ? their vain plea: to which God anſwers, Why 

have they provoked me to anger with their graven 
images, [and] with ſtrange vanities ? The people then ſay, 

20 The harveſt is paſt, the ſummer is ended, and we are not 
ſaved ; the time in which we expected deliverance is over, 
we have no help from Egypt, nor from any of our allies. 

21 The prophet adds, For the hurt of the . —— of my 
people am 1 hurt; I am black; aftoniſhment hath 
taken hold on me; I am ghaſtly, as in a violent agony, 

22 like à dying man, [Is there] no balm in Gilead? is 

there no ſuitable remedy for a diſeaſed nation ? [is there] 
no phyſician there 1% apply thoſe remedies ? Yes, undoubt- 
edly there is both: why then is not the health of the 
daughter of my people recovered? alas ! it is their own 


fault, they have brought this evil upon themſelves, 
REFLECTIONS, 


I. E T us fee and lament the folly and madneſs of 

men, in neglecting to repent and return to God. 
What an inſtructive view is given of repentance, v. 6. 
Men ſpeak aright when they talk of returning to God, and 


not till then, Repentance begins in conſidering what we 
Ee 3 have 
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have done, in comparing it with the law, and lamenting 
what is amiſs. Men act wiſely in other reſpects, v. 8, but 
fooliſhly and perverſely in religious concerns. The obe- 
dience of the birds to the inſtinct implanted in them, 
ſhames the ſtupidity of men, who will not uſe their under- 
ſtandings to judge and purſue their true intereſt. The 
reaſon 1s, they have deceived themſelves, and hold faſt de- 
ceit : and when miniſters would undeceive them, they will 
not let them : they excuſe their fins, and refuſe to return. 
Let us lament that this is the caſe of ſo many, and take 
care that it be not our own. 

2. Religious advantages will be of no avail while men 
continue diſobedient. We may boaſt of having bibles and 
miniſters, the tongues of the learned, and the pens of the 
ſcribes; but if we do not attend and conſider, and govern 
ourſelves by the divine law, of what advantage is all this ? 
What ſignifies it to live in an enlightened age, and to enjoy 
many glorious privileges, both as proteſtants and Britons, 
while we reject the word of the Lord, and while profeſiing 
to believe it we will not be ruled by it. Remember that 
the fear of the Lord is wiſdom, and that to depart from evil is 
underſtanding. 

3. The deſtruction of ſinners is to be charged upon 


' themſelves. What the prophet ſays of a dying nation, is 


equally applicable to periſhing ſouls. v. 22, Is there no 
balm in Gilead? is there no phyſician there? why then is not this 
health of my people recovered? There is abundant proviſion 
for their healing, by the word and Spirit of God. Jeſus is 
a divine, almighty phyſician; but men will not put them- 
ſelves under his method of cure, nor follow his preſerip- 
tions. They are humourſome and wilful, nouriſh their 
diſeaſe, and imagine that it will not prove fatal. May 
God ſhow us our ſpiritual diſorders, that we may apply to 
C hriſt, the great phyſician: and may he bring us health 
and cure, and reveal to us abundance of truth and peace. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. IX. 


In which the prophet ſtill touches upon the ſame mournful fring, 
lamenting the wickedneſs of his people, and the judgments that 
were coming upon them. | 


I () H that my head were waters, and mine eyes a 

fountain of tears, that I might weep day and 

night for the ſlain of the daughter of my people | which 

I foreſee will be very mam); and foretell this, to excite them 

2 to lamentation, Oh that 1 had in the wilderneſs a 

lodging place of wayfaring men, à cave, or hut, that I 

might leave my people, and go from them | having 

met with ſo much ill uſage, and being ſo much vexed at their 
wickedneſs , for they [ be] all adulterers, an aſſembly of + 

3 treacherous men. And they bend their tongues [like] 

their bow [ for] lies; they contrive malicious lies, which are 

as dangerous as arrows: but they are not valiant for the 

truth upon the earth ; they have not courage to defend an 

honeſt cauſe, nor even to ſpeak the tr1:1: for they proceed 

from evil to evil, and they know not me, faith. the 

Loxp; they grow worſe and worſe, and their ignorance of 

4 my holy nature and law is the ſource of all Take ye heed 

every one of his neighbour, and truſt ye not in any 

brother : for every brother will utterly ſupplant, and 

5 every neighbour will walk with ſlanders. And th 

will deceive every one his neighbour, and will not ſpeak 

the truth: they have taught their tongue to ſpeak lies, 

land] weary themſelves to commit iniquity; hi have 

ſtudied the art of falſehood, and take more pains to commit 

mquity than it would require to praiſe truth and integrity. 

6 Thine habitation, O Jeremiah, [is] in the midſt of deceit; 

through deceit they refuſe to know me, faith the 

LokD; they neither mind the prophets nor the ſcriptures. 

7 Therefore thus faith the Lon of hoſts, Behold, I 

will melt them, and try them; I will try what afflictions 

will do to reform them, for how ſhall J do for the 
daughter of my people? after having exerciſed 1 much 
mercy and patience, what other method can I take, that 


8 may at leaſt ſave ſome? Their tongue [is as] an arrow 
Ee 4 | 


ſhot 
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ſhot out; it ſpeaketh deceit : [one] ſpeaketh peaceabl 
to his neighbour with his mouth, but in heart he wo» 

9 his wait, or, wait for him, Shall I not viſit them for 
theſe [things ?] faith the Lozp: ſhall not my ſoul be 
10 avenged on ſuch a nation as this? For the mountains 
will I take up a weeping and wailing, and for the habi- 
tations of the wilderneſs, or, the paſtures of the plain, a 
lamentation, becauſe they are burned up, ſo that none 
can paſs through [them ;] neither can [men] hear the 
voice of the cattle; both the fowl of the heavens and 
the beaſt are fled; they are gone, becauſe there is no pro- 
viſion for them, the Chaldeans ſhall make the whole country 

11 deſolate, And I will make Jeruſalem heaps, [and] a 
den of dragons, a ſpecies of ſerpents which are only found 

in deſolate places; and | will make the cities of Judah 

12 deſolate, without an inhabitant. Who [is] the wiſe 
man, that may underſtand this? and [who is he] to 
whom the mouth of the Loxp hath ſpoken, that he 
may declare it, for what the land periſheth {and} is 
burned up like .: wilderneſs, that none paſſeth through ? 
who can underſtand the law of God, which threatens ſuch 
things, or his prophets, who foretel them ? who can ſee the 

13 cauſe of this calamity? And the Logp faith, Becauſe 
they have forſaken my law which I ſet before them, 
and have not obeyed my voice, neither walked therein; 

14 But have walked after the imagination of their own 
heart, and after Baalim, which their fathers taught 

15 them: Therefore thus ſaith the Lord of hoſts, the 
God of Iſrael; Behold, I will feed them, [even] this 
people, with wormwood, and give them water of gall 

16 to drink. I will ſcatter them alſo among the heathen, 
whom neither they nor their fathers have known: and 


J will ſend a ſword after them, till I have conſumed 
them. f 


| 17 Thus faith the Lon p of hoſts, Conſider ye, and, 


as you yourſelves are not ſufficiently affected, call for the 
mourning women, which are uſed to attend as mourners at 
funerals, that they may come; and ſend for cunning 
18 [women, J that they may come: And let them make 
haſte, and take up a wailing for us, that their weeping 
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may affe us, that our eyes may run down with tears, 
19 and our eyelids guſh out with waters. For a voice of 
wailing is heard, that is, ſhall be heard, out of Zion, 
How are we ſpoiled! we are greatly confounded, be- 
cauſe we have forſaken the land, becauſe our dwellings 
20 have caſt [us] out. Yet hear the word of the Lov, 
O ye women, who are moſt eaſily impreſſed with grief and 
fear, and let your ear receive the word of his mouth, 
and teach your daughters wailing, and every one her 
neighbour lamentation z , artificial, but real lamenta- 
tion; inſtead of bringing them up in gaiety and diverſions, 
teach them mourning ſongs, for they will have occaſion to uſe 
21 them. For death is come up into our windows, [and] is 
entered into our palaces, neither palaces nor fortifications 
can defend us from deſtruction; it enters every place, to cut 
off the children from without, ſand] the young men 
from the ſtreets, in which they can play no more by reaſon 
22 of the fury of the enemy. Speak, Thus faith the Logo, 
Even the carcaſes of men ſhall fall as dung upon 
the open field, and as the handful after the harveſt 
man, and none ſhall gather [them; ] they ſhall lie un- 
buried, and none ſhall think it worth their while to gather 
23 them up. Thus faith the Lorp, Let not the wiſe 
[man] glory in his wiſdom, as if he had found out a way 
to eſcape the deſolation, neither let the mighty [man] 
glory in his might, as if he could reſiſt it, let not the 
rich [man] glory in his riches, as if they would be his 
24 ranſom in that day : But let him that glorieth glory in 
this, that he underſtandeth and knoweth me, that I 
[am] the Lorp which exerciſe loving kindneſs, or ten- 
derneſs to the penitent, judgment in puniſhing my enemies, 
and righteouſneſs, in the earth, in fulfilling my promiſes 
and defending my people : tor in theſe [things] I delight, 
faith the Lok D; I delight in exerciſing theſe myſelf, and in 
thoſe who pratiſe them. | 
25 Behold, the days come, faith the Lorp, that I will 
puniſh all | them which are] circumciſed with the uncir- 
cumciſed, becauſe they are as ſinful and impure as they; 
26 Egypt, and Judah, and Edom, and the children of 
Ammon, and Moab, and all [that are] in the utmoſt 
| coencrs, 
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corners, that dwell in the wilderneſs; or, thoſe that poll 
the corners of their hair, (referring to the Arabians, who 
cut off their hair before, and left it long behind, to make 
them look formidable) for all [theſe] nations [are] un- 
circumciſed, and all the houſe of Iſrael ſ are] uncircum- 
cifed in the heart; therefore 1 will reckon with them all 
together, and they ſhall fare alike, | 


E FLECTIONS. 


1. TT becomes us to be tenderly affected with the 
calamities of our fellow creatures. The prophet 
here expreſſes himſelf in the moſt pathetic terms, in the 
view of thoſe deſolations which were coming upon his 
people. Thus ſhould we be affected when we hear of the 
deſolations of war; of multitudes ſlain in battle; tho* they 
ſhould not be our own people, yea, tho' they are our ene- 
mies, for they are men. do many precious lives are loſt ! 
and ſo many immortal ſouls are gone into eternity! 
2. Prevailing falſehood is a proof of national degeneracy, 
and a ſymptom of national ruin. This ſeems to have been 
the reigning vice of Iſrael in Jeremiah's time. He repre- 
ſents them as almoſt all treacherous and deceitful, ſtudying 
falſehood, and every method to overreach and undermine 
one another. It is very ſad with a nation when there is 
falſehood in judicial proceedings, in trade and commerce, 
and in common converſation. Too much of this character 
may be obſerved in our nation; the many ſhameful bank. 
ruptcies among us ſhow it, But let us be valiant for the 
truth. It requires courage to defend an honeſt cauſe, when 
it is much run down; or to ſpeak for a worthy character, 
when it is generally aſperſed; and more eſpecially when 
ſpeaking truth would expoſe us to ſufferings and reproach. 
Nevertheleſs let truth be ever ſacred with us; for God 
ſees and abhors all deceit. When once men violate the 
truth, they generally proceed from evil to evil, till at 
| length they have their poriion in the lake that burneth with fire 
4 and brimſtone for ever. 
Wo | 3. We learn what ſhould be the ſubje& of our glory and 
.=- confidence, Not our wiſdom, might, or riches; for they 
5 * are 
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are of uncertain continuance, nor can they defend us in 
time of calamity, much leſs in the time of death. Let us 
glory in the knowledge of God, and truſt in his perfections. 
He is righteous, juſt, and kind. He makes himſelf known 
by theſe attributes; he delights in the exerciſe of them, and 
in thoſe who endeavour to reſemble him. To have an 
acquaintance with this God, and an intereſt in him, will 
be a ſupport and comfort to us in every evil day; and in 
him we may fafely confide. Let us therefore be followers of 
God as dear children, 

4. Wicked chriſtians are no hetter than heathens. It is 
really melancholy to ſee that Judah is put upon a level 
with Egypt and Edom, Ammon and Moab, as being as 
bad as they, and ſharing in their fate. What ſignifies it 
to us to be baptized, without purity of heart and complying 
with the terms of the covenant ? to have the ſign, without 


the thing ſignified ? to be chriſtians in name, and heathens 


in heart and life? None will fare the better for theſe exter- 
nal advantages; nay, if they do not improve them, their 
puniſhment will be heavier than their's who never enjoyed 
them. He is not a chriſtian who is one outwardly, and bap- 
tiſm is not that which is wutward in the fleſh; but he is a 
chriſtian who is one inwardly, who is baptized of the ſpirit and 
walketh in truth. 


——————— 
CHAT. X. 


Some ſuppoſe that this chapter was written after the firſt cap- 
tivity in Jehoiakim's time, when Daniel and others were 
carried captive, and is an adareſs to thoſe captives concerning 
the heathen among whom they were ſettled, v. t—17, and 
that the reſt of the chapter concerns thoſe who remained in the 
land, and might think themſelves ſafe. 

I EAR ye the word which the Loxp ſpeaketh 
2 unto you, O houſe of Iſrael : Thus faith the 
Lokrp, Learn not the way of the heathen, and be not 
diſmayed at the ſigns of heaven: for the heathen are 
diſmayed at them; the Chaldeans are noted aſtrologers, 


they 


ET — — 
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they pretend by eclipſes, the conjunction of the planets, and 
other figns in the heavens, to foretel future events, 10 deter- 
mine lucky and unlucky days, and the lite; learn not theſe 

3 things of them, nor be diſmayed at them; For the cuſtoms 
of the people are vain: for [one] cutteth a tree out of 
the foreſt, the work of the hands of the workman, with 

4 the ax. They deck it with filver and with gold; they 
faſten it with nails and with hammers, that it move 
5 not, They [are] upright as the palm tree, but ſpeak 
not : they muſt needs be borne, or carried, becauſe 
they cannot go. Be not afraid of them; for they can- 
not do evil, neither alſo [is it] in them to do good. 
The prophet, being ſtruck with a ſenſe of God's infinite 
greatneſs and glory, compared with idols, turns to him, and 
6 ſays, in @ noble apoſtrophe, Foraſmuch as [there 1s] none 
like unto thee, O Lon; thou [art] great, and thy 

7 name [1s] great in might. Who would not fear thee, 
O King of nations ? = to thee doth it appertain; or 
rather, when he ſhall approach unto thee : * toraſmuch as 
among all the wiſe men] of the nations, and in all 
their kingdoms, [there is] none like unto thee ; none 

8 of their wiſe men or kings, whom they have deified. But 
they are altogether brutiſh and fooliſh : the ſtock [is] 

a doctrine of vanities ; or, the very wood itſelf, being a 
rebuker of vanities, (that is, idolaters) and reproaching the 
flupidity of thoſe who imagined that ſome divine powwer was 

9 lodged in it. Silver ſpread into plates is brought from 
Tarſhiſh, and gold from Uphaz, the work of the 
workmen, or filver/miths, and of the hands of the foun- 
der: blue and purple [is] their clothing: they [are] 
10 all the work of cunnin 3 But the Loxp [is] 
the true God, he [is] Ge living God, and an everlaſt- 
ing king, the author of life and being: at his wrath the 
earth ſhall tremble, and the nations ſhall not be able to 
11 abide his indignation. Thus ſhall ye ſay unto them, 
The gods that have not made the heavens and the 
earth, ſeven] they ſhall periſh from the 8 
rom 


* Dr. BTAT NET. 
y They dreſſed their images often in cofily robes and different 


ſuits, as the lady of Loretta, who had one for every day in the 
year, | 
4 
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from under theſe heavens; their idols ſball periſb, at the 

12 antient idolatry has done He hath made the earth by 
his power, he hath eſtabliſhed the world by his wiſ- 
dom, and hath ſtretched out the heavens by his diſcre- 
tion; conſequently, his wiſdom and power infinitely exceed 

13 theirs. When he uttereth his voice, [there is] a mul- 
titude of waters in the heavens, clouds and rain, and he 
cauſeth the vapours to aſcend from the ends of the 
earth; he maketh lightnings with rain, and bringeth 
forth the wind out of his treaſures, as if it was laid up 

14 in ſome ſecret ftorehouſes till he had occaſion for it. Every 
man is brutiſh in his] knowledge, or, for want of know- = 
ledge: every founder is confounded by the graven 
image: for his molten image [is] falſehood, and [there 

15 is] no breath in them. They [are] vanity, ſand] the 
work of errors, men make them and worſhip them, becauſe 
they have wrong notions of God, in the time of their viſi- 
tation they ſhall p:riſh, heir idols are not able to help 

16 them; they and their gods ſhall periſh together. The por- 
tion of Jacob, that is, Fehovah, who hath choſen Facob 
for his portion, [is] not like them: for he is] the form- 

er of all ſthings;] and Iſrael ſis] the rod of his in- 
heritance; he divided their inheritance by à line or rod: 
the Lorp of hoſts [is] his name. 

17 Gather up thy wares, or efe#s, out of the land, O 
inhabitant of the fortreſs, ye who dwell in Jeruſalem and 
Sion, or in other ſtrong places, and think yourſelves ſecure ; 

18 for thus faith the Lorp, Behold, I will fling out the 
inhabitants of the land at this once, and will diſtreſs 
them, that they may find [it ſo;] behold, I will ſend the 
king of Babylon againſt you, and ye ſhall be all deſtroyed or 
carried away at once; ye ſhall ſurely find it as I have threat- 
ened.—The people are then introduced as lamenting their 
calamity. 


19 Woe 
* This verſe was not written in the Hebrew, but the Chaldee 
language, that the captives might tell the Chaldeans in their 
own language, of their faith in Jehovah, and remonſrate againſt 
the folly of idolatry. Dr. Blarney thinks this verſe interrupts 
tle courſe of the a:gument, and that probably ſome publick 
teacher, during the captivity, deducing it by direct inference 
from the prophet's words, had it inſerted in the margin, for the 
reaſons mentioned above, 
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19 Woe is me for my hurt! my wound is grievous: 
but I ſaid, Truly this [is] a grief, and I muſt bear it; 

20 this denotes a ſullen, not a ſubmiſſive ſilence. My tabernacle 
is ſpoiled, and all my cords are broken; an alluſion to 
their dwelling in tents: my children are gone forth of me, 
and they [are] not; they are ſlain, diſperſed, or carried 
captive, to return no more: [there is] none to ſtretch 
forth my tent any more, and to ſet up my curtains, 

21 For the paſtors, the princes, governors, and prieſts, who 
ſhould have guided the flock, are become brutiſh, and 
have not ſought the Logp: therefore they ſhall not 

22 proſper, and all their flocks ſhall be ſcattered. Behold, 
the noiſe of the bruit" is come, and a great commo- 
tion out of the north country, to make the cities of 
Judah deſolate, [and] a den of dragons. 

23 O Lorp, I know that the way of man [is] not in 
himſelf: [it is] not in man that walketh to direct his 
ſteps; as if he had ſaid, It is neither in our enemy*s power 
to oppreſs us, nor in our own to deliver ourſelves without thy 

24 Providence, O Lorp, correct me, but with judgment, 
with mercy and moderation; not in thine anger, leſt thou 

25 bring me to nothing. Thou wilt Pour out thy fury 
upon the heathen that know thee not, and upon the 
families that call not on thy name, but aſcribe their ſuc- 
ceſs to their idols: for they have eaten up Jacob, and 
devoured him, and conſumed him, and have made his 
habitation deſolate, 


REFLECTIONS. 


I, HE people of God have need of great caution 
| that they do not learn the ways of ſinners, when 

they live among them, The Iſraelites are exhorted not to 
learn the ways of the heathen. To conſult aſtrologers, 
ſtargazers, and conjurors, is learning the ways of the hea- 
then, and very wicked in thoſe who profeſs to believe the 
providence of God. To be diſmayed at lights in the fky, 
comets, eclipſes, or any extraordinary appearances in the 
heavens, is very unbecoming thoſe who profeſs to knaw 


God, 


An old engliſh word, which fignifies clamour, or alarm. 
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God, and who enjoy his goſpel. Let us reverence him 

and his providence, and guard againſt all ſuperſtitious | 

obſervances and fears; for they are diſpleaſing to God, as 

well as miſchievous to ourſelves. | | 
2. Let us obſerve how infinitely ſuperior the name, wiſ- | 

dom, and power of the Lord are to idols, which are all | 

vanity and a lie. We ought to entertain the higheſt and 

1 moſt honourable thoughts of him. Let us reflect upon his 

infinite goodneſs and glory, his power over all nature, his | 

\ command over all the elements, and his goodneſs to the 

\ whole creation. The variety of ſtorms and changes of the 

= weather, prove his being ang providence. All the wiſdom 

* and ſkill of men are derived from him. Who then would 

. not fear him, and ſeek his friendſhip. Let the people of 

God rejoice in him, be fully ſatisfied, and think themſelves 

happy in having him for their portion; for happy indeed 

is the people who have this great and glorious Being for 

their God, 
3. We may learn what our behaviour ſhould be under 

affliction, v. 19. It is very common to fay, I cannot 

help it, and muſt do as well as I can;* without any regard 

to God and his providence. Let us own his hand in diſ- 

treſs ; reſolve to bear it patiently and cheerfully, becauſe 

God does it, and will overryle all for our good. But it is 

perfectly conſiſtent with this patience, to pray that God | 

would moderate his ſtroke, correct us with judgment, and f 

in mercy ; not in angry ſeverity, for who then could ſtand 

before him? and eſpecially to pray, that he would not deal 

with us after our ſins. | » 
4. We have here the character of the heathen, They | 

are ſpoken of as nations; and families are repreſented as 

conſtituent parts of them, The heathen know not God; take 

no pains to trace and reflect upon his being and perfections. 

How lamentable is it, that ſo many who are called by the 

chriſtian name, with all their advantages, are willingly 

ignorant of him. They ſay to God, Depart from us. There 

are many families in this land that call not on his name, do 

not uſe family prayer, have no appearance of religion in 

their houſes, and therefore are as bad or worſe than hea- 

thens. Upon ſuch, whatever wealth and finery be in their 


houſes, 


— 
* a 
1 


- bY 
— —— a. * 


an 
D 


448 JEREMIAH. XI. 


houſes, God's fury will be poured out; and well may the 
heads of prayerleſs families tremble to think of it! To 
| avoid this dreadful fury, and ſecure the divine bleſſing, let 

| | them reſolve with Joſhua, that whatever others do, they and 
| their houſes will ſerve the Lord. 


134 CH A P; II. 
v In order to reclaim the people, their attention is here called is 
& the covenant made with their fathers. 4 
#1 I H E word that came to Jeremiah from the Log, 3 
＋ 2 ſaying, Hear ye the words of this covenant, and 
| ſpeak unto the men of Judah, and to the inhabitants 
E> 3 of Jeruſalem; And ſay thou unto them, Thus faith the 


Lorp God of Iſrael ; Curſed [be] the man that obey- 
| 4 eth not the words of this covenant, Which I command- 
| ed your fathers in the day [that] I brought them forth 
N out of the land of Egypt, from the iron furnace, out of 

their heavy affliftions, ſaying, Obey my voice, and do 

them, according to all which I command you: fo ſhall 
5 ye be my people, and ] will be your God: That I 
| may perform = oath which I have ſworn unto your 
| fathers, to give them a land flowing with milk and 
honey, as [it is] this day. Then anſwered I, and ſaid, 
| So be it, O Logo, I, for my part, conſent , as if he had 
| | | aid, Whatever they do, I will be obedient ; or rather, it 
| | may expreſs the readineſs with which the people conſented to 
7M the covenant at firſt; all that the Lord hath ſpoken «we will 
C 6 do, Exodus xix, 8. Then the Lox faid unto me, Pro- 


claim all theſe words in the cities of Judah, and in the 
| ſtreets of Jeruſalem, ſaying, Hear ye the words of this 
h 7 covenant, and do them. For I earneſtly proteſted 
unto yoar fathers in the day [that] I brought them up 
[ out of the land of Egypt, {even} unto this day, riſing 
| 8 early and proteſting, ſaying, Obey my voice. Yet 
they obeyed not, nor inclined their ear, but walked 
| every one in the imagination of their evil heart: there. 
| fore 1 will bring upon them all the words of this cove- 

nant, 
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nant, all the threatenings denounced in it, which I com- 
g manded [them] to do; but they did them] not. And 
the Lorp ſaid unto me, A conſpiracy is found among 
the men of Judah, and among the inhabitants of Jeru- 
ſalem, to introduce idolatry and baniſh true religion : ſome 
ſteps toward a reformation were taken in Fofiah's time, but 

10 they are now 2 into their former idolatry : They are 
turned back to the iniquities of their forefathers, which 
refuſed to hear my words; and they went after other 
gods to ſerve them : the houſe of Iſrael and the houſe 
of Judah have broken my covenant which I made with 
their fathers. i! 

11 Therefore thus faith the Loxp, Behold, I will 
bring evil upon them, which they ſhall not be able to 
eſcape ; and though they ſhall cry unto me, I will not 

12 hearken unto them, Then ſhall the cities of Judah 
and inhabitantsof Jeruſalem go, and cry unto the gods 
unto whom they offer incenſe: but they ſhall not fave 

13 them at all in the time of their trouble. For [accord- 
ing to] the number of thy cities were thy gods, O 
Judah, and [according to] the number of the — of 
Jeruſalem have ye ſet up altars to [that] ſhameful 

14 thing, [even] altars to burn incenſe unto Baal. There- 
fore pray not thou for this people, neither lift up a cry 
or prayer for them: for I will not hear them] in the 

time that they cry unto me for their trouble; I am de- 
termined not to hear, I ſee they are incorrigible, therefore 

15 I would not have thy prayers be loſt, What hath my 
beloved to do in mine houſe, | ſeeing] ſhe hath wrought 
lewdneſs with many, and the holy fleſh is paſſed from 

| thee? % ſacrifices ſhall not be acceptable; or rather, 
Shall vows and holy fleſh be allowed to come from thee © * 
- When thou doeſt evil, then thou rejoiceſt ; when thou art 

16 malignant, ſhalt thou then rejoice? The Lord called thy 
name, A green olive tree, fair, [and] of goodly fruit; 
he expetled fruit from thee, but as thou art unfruitful, 
therefore with the noiſe of a great tumult he hath kind- 
led fire upon it, and the branches of it are broken; 

17 thou ſhalt be utterly ruined by the Chaldeans, For the 
Yor. V. | F f Lorp 
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- Loxp of hoſts, that planted thee, hath pronounced 
.. evil againſt thee, for the evil of the houſe of Iſrael and 
of the houſe of Judah, which they have done againſt 
themſelves to provoke me to anger in offering incenſe 
unto Baal.—The two following verſes contain an account of 
18 the prophets own caſe. And the Loxp hath given me 
knowledge [of it,] and I know it: ] then thou ſhowedſt 
me their doings ; the men of Anathoth (a prieft*s city) had 
carried on à den againſt my life, fo fecretly, that I knew 
- nothing of it till God was pleaſed to diſcover it to me by re- 
19 velation. But II Was] like a lamb [or] an ox [that] is 
brought to the ſlaughter, in/en/ible of my danger; and 
; + '] knew not that they had deviſed devices againſt me, 
ſaying,] Let us deſtroy the tree with the fruit there- 
of, and let us cut him off from the land of the living, 
that his name may be no more remembered; let us ut- 
20 terly deſtroy the prophet and his prophecy together, But O 
-  Loxp of hoſts, that judgeſt righteouſly, that trieſt the 
reins and the heart, let me ſee thy vengeance on them: 
for unto thee have I revealed my cauſe ; I appeal to the 
righteous Gad, who will puniſh them as the king of Iſrael." 
21 Therefore thus ſaith the Logp of the men of Anathoth, 
tthat ſeek thy life, ſaying, Propheſy not in the name of 
22 the Lorp, that thou die not by our hand: There- 
fore thus faith the Loxp of hoſts, Behold, I will puniſh 
them: the young men ſhall die by the ſword ; their 
23 ſons and their > Hornaon ſhall die by famine: And 
there ſhall be no remnant of them : for I will bring 
evil upon the men of Anathoth, [even] the year of 
their viſitation, 


REFLECT- 


t This the jews had a right to do by their conſtitution, if 
ſubordinate governors did not protect them. 

They fult threatened the prophet, if he continued to prophe- 
ly; but perceiving that he was not terrified by that, they form- 
ed a ſecret conſpiracy of which they gave him no warning; but 
God revealed it to him. 


JEREMIAH. XI. 451 


REFLECTIONS. 
r. RO M hence obſerve the neceſſity there is of a 


due attention to the words of God's covenant. In 
order to correct the errors and irregularities of the jews, 
the prophet attempts to bring them back to the original 
conſtitution of their church and government. The great 
command of the covenant with them was, to obey God's 
voice, and the promiſe, that he would be their God, The 
ſame is required of us under the covenant of grace, with 
which God hath favoured us, It is the buſineſs of miniſ- 
ters often to remind their hearers of this, and to be ex- 
amples of obedience; and thoſe eſpecially who have ſolemnly 
engaged themſelves to God in covenant, and have been 
often warned and encouraged to continue obedient, will be 
notoriouſly guilty and ungrateful if they break it, Let us 
then be ever mindful of our covenant tranſactions; other- 
wiſe all the threatenings of the covenant will be executed 
upon us, Ar . 

2. See the vanity of external privileges, while obedience 
is wanting. How juſt is that expoſtulation of God with 
the jews, v. 15. What hath my beloved to do in mine houſe, 
ſeeing ſhe hath wrought lewdneſs with many? and ſo he may 
addreſs us; what have you to do to call Chriſt your ſaviour, 
or to boaſt of your relation to God and his church ? What 
will your prayers and facraments avail, while you defile 
yourſelves and diſhonour religion? Such facrifices will be 
unacceptable; your relation to God will ſtand you in no 
ſtead, May we be convinced of the neceflity of real purity 
of heart, and of obedience as its fruit, in order to render our 
religious ſervices and our common actions pleaſing in his 
ſight. | 

* Obſerve how eaſily God can diſappoint the deſigns 
which are formed againſt his people. Jeremiah had been 
threatened by the men of Anathoth; but when that had 
no effect to ſilence him, they confederated againſt his 
life. Of this God informed him, and fo the miſchief was 
prevented. Had they ſucceeded, they would have triumph- 
ed over him as a falſe prophet ; becauſe, while he foretold 
the ruin of his'country, he could not foreſee his own dan- 

OY F f. 2 ger. 
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ger, God knows every deſign the wicked have to deſtroy 


or injure his people; and he can reveal it to them, that 
they may guard e it, or by his providence he can diſ- 
appoint them. Let us therefore be bold and reſolute in 
the way of our duty; leaving our lives and comforts in 
his hands. The way of duty is the way of ſafety; and 
none that truſt in the Lord ſhall be deſolate. 
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e. XI. 


T he fix firſt verſes of this chapter refer to the cloſe of the fore- 
going, concerning Feremiah's danger from the men of Ana- 
thatk;, the remainder relates to God's intentions of mercy 

toward his people, notwithſtanding their deſolations. 


THE delay of the judgments God had threatened againſt 

I his perſecutors led Feremiah to ſay, Righteous [art] 
thou, O Lokp, when I plead with thee: yet let me 
talk with thee of [thy] judgments : Wherefore doth 
the way of the wicked proſper? [wherefore] are all 
they happy that deal very treacherouſly? tat is, 
ſeemingly happy, as happy as earthly things can make them : 

2 Thou haſt planted them, yea, they have taken root : 
they grow, yea, they bring forth fruit; hey make ſome 
profeſſion of religion : thou [art] near in their mouth, 
that is, of the prieſts, and far from their reins; they are 

3 hypocrites, But thou, O Lorp, knoweſt me: thou haſt 
ſeen me, ſeen that I am ſincere, and tried mine heart 
toward thee: pull them out like ſheep for the ſlaugh- 
ter, as vittims of divine juſtice, and prepare them, ſe! 
4 them apart, for the day of ſlaughter, or execution. How 
long ſhall the land mourn, and the herbs of every field 
wither, for the wickedneſs of them that dwell therein ? 
the beaſts are conſumed, and the birds; becauſe they 
faid, He ſhall not ſee our laſt end ; referring to the famine 
in the latter end of Jaſialis time, when they derided God's 
threatening, and ſaid that Jeremiah ſhould never live to ſee 
his prophecies fulfilled, — The prophet is then reproved, for 
being diſcouraged and unwilling to propheſy, on account of 
what he had already ſuffered. 1 

5 
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5 If thou haſt run with the footmen, and they have 
wearied thee, then how canſt thou contend with horſes ? 
and [if] in the land of peace, [wherein] thou truſtedſt, 

they wearied thee,] then how wilt. thou do in the 
welling of Jordan, when it overflows its banks ſudgenty, 
overtakes thee unawares, driving out lions and wild beafts 
from its banks or thickets ? If thou canſt not bear the oppo- 
ſition of thy townſmen and neighbours, how wilt thou bear to 
ſtand before the king and the great men at Jeruſalem, to be 

6 put into the dungeon, and otherwiſe ill treated? For even 
thy brethren, and the houſe of thy father, even they 
have dealt treacherouſly with thee; yea, they have 
called a multitude, hat is, the mob, after thee : believe 
them not, though they ſpeak fair words unto thee. 

7 I have forſaken mine houſe, I have left mine herit- 
age; I have given the dearly beloved of my ſoul into the 

8 hands of her enemies. Mine heritage is unto me as a lion 
in the foreſt ; it crieth out againſt me; it is very fierce in 
oppoſing me, and treating my prophets with cruelty and rage, 

9 therefore have I hated it. Mine heritage [is] unto me 
[as] a ſpeckled bird, I have given it to ve fallen upon as a 

prey, the birds round about [are] againſt her; come ye, 
aſſemble all the beaſts of thefield, come to devour; becauſe 
they have been full of cruelty I will bring rapacious enemies 
againſt them, that ſhall tear them in pieces as they have torn 
the ſervants and worſhippers of God; their caſe ſhall be like 
that of a ravenous bird, which when wounded and diſabled 

by fighting in the air with other birds, falls to the ground, 

10 and is devoured by wild beaſts. Many paſtors, the princes 
and governors of the Chaldeans, have deſtroyed my vine- 
yard, they have trodden my portion under foot, they have 

11 made my pleaſant portion a deſolate wilderneſs. They 
have made it deſolate, and being] deſolate it mourneth 
unto me; the whole land is made deſolate, becauſe no 
man layeth [it] to heart; ſeems to complain of its ruin- 

ed condition, becauſe its inhabitants were not humbled under 

12 God's hand. The ſpoilers are come upon all high places 
through the wilderneſs: for the ſword of the Loxp 
ſhall devour from the [one] end of the land even to 
the [other] end of the land : yo fleſh ſhall have peace. 

| f 3 19 They 
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13 They have fown wheat, but ſhall reap thorns: they 
have put themſelves to pain, [but] ſhall not profit; 
and they ſhall be aſhamed of your revenues becauſe of 
the fierce anger of the Logp ; they have laboured in vain, 
their foreign alliances and idolatrous confidences ſhall diſap- 

14 point them. Thus faith the Loxb againſt all mine evil 

_* neighbours, that touch the inheritance which I have 
cauſed my people Iſrael to inherit, againſt the Moabiles, 
Ammonites, and Edomites, that took pMiaſion of the land; 
Behold, I will pluck them out of their land, and 
pluck out the houſe of Judah from among them, hat 
is, the jews who were carried captive, or fled into theſe 

15 countries, before the general captivity. And it ſhall come 

do pals, after that I have plucked them out I will 
return, and have compaſſion on them, and will bring 
them again, every man to his heritage, and every 
man to his land; their captivity ſhall be terminated by 
Cyrus after ſeventy years, as the jewiſh captivity was, 

16 And it ſhall come to pals, if they will diligently learn 

the ways of my people, to ſwear by my name, The 
Loxp liveth; as they taught my people to ſwear by 
Baal, if they will become proſelytes to the jewiſh religion, 
then ſhall they be built in the midſt of my people; hv? 
they have defiled and corrupted them, yet they ſhall partake 

17 of thetr privileges. But if they will not obey, I will 
utterly pluck up, and deftroy that nation, faith the 
LoRD, ths they return, they ſhall ſoon be deſtroyed. Some 


underſtand it of the converſion of the heathen enemies of the 
jews to chriſtianity in the latter day. 


REFLECTIONS. 
I, HE proſperity of the wicked has been a ſtumbling 


| block to good men in former ages; to David 
and Aſaph; and particularly to Jeremiah. He reaſons 
the caſe with God: but very juſtly and piouſly lays it down 
as a firſt principle, that God 1s righteous. It is no uncom- 
mon thing to ſee the wicked proſperous, eaſy, and happy 3 
even thoſe who, with the appearance of piety, are guilty of 
injuſtice and cruelty. When we obſerve. this, let it not 

N | WEE move 


. 
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move us; remembering and owning that the Lord is righ- 
teous, and that he has wiſe and holy ends in permitting it. 
While clouds and darkneſs are round about him, juſtice and 
judgment have their habitation in his throne, Let us endea- 
vour to have our hearts right with him ; then we may be 
ſure that every thing will go right with us, and all things 
work together for our good, | 
2, Inſtead of ſinking under preſent troubles, it is good 
to expect and prepare for future and greater. Such we 
muſt expect; and it is needful to habituate our minds to 
patience and ſubmiſſion. Let us not raiſe our expectations 
too high from any thing to be enjoyed upon earth; bur 
remember, that this is a ſtate of trouble, becauſe a ſtate of 
trial ; that changes and death are before us; and that fu- 
ture afflictions will be lighter, in proportion to the pains 
we take, under preſent evils, to poſſeſs our fouls in patience. 
3. See what is neceſſary in order to our being owned as 
God's people, viz. that we diligently learn their ways; the 
ways of ſobriety, righteouſneſs, and godlineſs. Theſe are 
to be learned by obſerving their walk, eſpecially by ſtudy- 
ing the word of God: and this requires rh diligence, 
becauſe it is a way contrary to the bent of corrupt nature 
and the courſe of this world. Let it be our care to walk 
in the way of good men: then ſhall we be built up in 
holineſs and comfort with them, and at length ſhare their 
everlaſting joys. | 


F 
This chapter contains an entire prophecy. Under the ſymbol of a 
linen girdle, left to rot near Euphrates, it foretells the manner 
in which the glory of the jews ſhall be marred during. their 
long captivity in Chaldea. | 


I HUS faith the Loxn unto me, Go and get 
thee a linen girdle, and put it upon thy loins, 

and put it not in water; do not waſh it, let it be ſoiled ; 

2 to intimate how the jews had defiled themſelves, So I got 
a girdle according to the word of the Log, and put 

3 lit] on my loins. And the word of the Lorp came 
F f 4 unto 
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4 unto me the ſecond time, ſaying, Take the girdle that 
thou haſt got, which [is] upon thy loins, and ariſe, go to 
Euphrates, and hide it there in a hole of the rock. So 

5 1 went, and hid it by Euphrates, as the Loxp com- 
manded me. And it came to paſs after many days, 

6 that the Logp ſaid unto me, Ariſe, go to Euphrates, 
and take the girdle from thence, which I commanded 


thee to hide there. Then I went to Euphrates, and 


7 digged, and took. the girdle from the place where 1 had 
hid it: and, behold, the girdle was marred, it was 
profitable for nothing. All this was tranſatted in a viſion, 
the more ſtrongly to impreſs the mind of the prophet and the 
8 people. Then the word of the Loxp came unto me, 
9 ſaying, Thus faith the Loxp, After this manner will 
I mar the pride of Judah, and the great pride of Jeru- 
ſalem; they ſhall be carried captive beyond Euphrates, and 
all their finery ſhall be defaced, thus will J bring down the 

10 pride of the countrymen and the citizens, This evil peo- 
ple, which refuſe to hear my words, which walk in the 
imagination of their heart, and walk after other gods, 
to ſerye them, and to worſhip them, ſhall even be as 

11 this girdle, which is good for nothing. For as the 
girdle cleaveth to the loins of a man, ſo have I cauſed 
to cleave unto me the whole houſe of Iſrael and the 
whole houſe of Judah, faith the Loxp; that they 
might be unto me for a people, and for a name, and 
for a praiſe, and for a glory: but they would not hear; 

they have been my peculiar people, have entered into covenant 
with me; they have been honoured with my name, and a 
ſpecial relation to me, that I might be glorified by their ſhow- 
ing forth my truth and praiſe to the world: but by their 
wickedneſs they are no more a glory to me, than a rotten, 
dirty girdle is to him that weareth it. 

12 T herefore thou ſhalt ſpeak unto them this word; 
Thus ſaith the Lorp God of Iſrael, Every bottle ſhall 
be filled with wine, (probably a common proverb) and 
they ſhall ſay unto thee, Do we not certainly know that 
every bottle ſhall be filled with wine? hey will make a 

Jeſt of tt, ſaying, Il ho does not know this? But the pro- 
Phet is ordered to give them a terrible explanation of it. 
: 13 Then 
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13 Then ſhalt thou ſay unto them, Thus faith the Lon, 
Behold, I will fill all the inhabitants of this land, even 
the kings that fit upon David's throne, and the prieſts, 
and the prophets, and all the inhabitants of Jeruſalem, 
with drunkenneſs; I will turn them all to confuſion, and 

14 Put them to their wits end. And I will daſh them one 
againſt another lite bottles, even the fathers and the ſons 
together, ſaith the LoD: I will not pity, nor ſpare, 
nor have mercy, but deſtroy them. . 

15 Hear ye, and give ear; be not proud, /o as to deſpiſe 

16 what is ſaid io you: for the Lon p hath ſpoken, Give 
glory to the Loxp your God, by confeſſion, humiliation, 
and returning ſo him, before he cauſe darkneſs, hat is, 
trouble and great affiiftion, and before your feet ſtumble 
upon the dark mountains, when flying over the mountains 
by night from the ſword of the Chaldeans, and, while ye 
look. for light, and wiſh for the morning, he turn it into 
the ſhadow of death, [and] make [it] groſs darkneſs. 

17 But if ye will not hear it, my ſoul ſhall weep in ſecret 

- Places for [your] pride; and mine eye ſhall weep ſore, 
and run down with tears, becauſe the Loxp's flock is 
carried away captive, for that will be the end of your pride 

18 and obſtinacy. Say unto the king and to the queen, 
Humble yourſelves, fit down as mourners: for your 
principalities ſhall come down, [even] the crown of 
your glory ; or, he will cauſe to fall from your heads the 
diadem of your glory: probably referring to Fehotakim and 
his mother, (2 Kings xxiv. 12.) who were carried captive 

19 by the king of Babylon. The cities of the ſouth ſhall be 
ſhut up, and none ſhall open [them :] Judah ſhall be 
carried away captive all of it, it ſhall be wholly carried 
away captive; all the cities ſhall be beſieged or forſaken. 

20 Lift up your eyes, and behold them that come from 
the north, that is, the Chaldeans, (this is addreſſed to the 
king and governors :) where is] the flock [that] was 
given thee 19 take care of, thy beautiful flock, which thou 
haſt neglefied ? what is become of them? to what ſtate are 

21 they reduced ? What wilt thou ſay when he, that is, God, 
ſhall puniſh thee ? for thou haft taught them (to be] 
captains, [and] as chief over thee; thy regard to thy 

neighbours, 
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neighbours ſhall be thy ruin: ſhall not ſorrows take thee, 
22 as a woman in travail? And if thou ſay in thine 
heart, Wherefore come theſe things upon me? For 
the greatneſs of thine iniquity are thy ſkirts diſcovered, 
| [and] thy heels made bare; for his, thou art carried 
away captive, ſtripped of thy upper garments, and barefoot. 
23 Can the Ethiopian change his ſkin, or the leopard his 
- ſpots? [then] may ye alſo do good, that are accuſtom- 
ed to do evil; /o accuſtomed to it, that it is almoſt im- 
24 Poſſible to reclaim you, there is no proſpe of it. Therefore 
will J ſcatter them as the ſtubble that paſſeth away by 
25 the wind of the wilderneſs. This [is] thy lot, the 
portion of thy meaſures from me, faith the Loxp; 
becauſe thou haſt forgotten me, and truſted in falſe- 
hood; in allies that deceived thee, and diſappointed thy 
26 preſumptuous hopes. Therefore will J diſcover thy fkirts 
upon thy face, that thy ſhame may appear; an alluſion 
tio the way of puniſhing lewd women, by publickly expoſing 
27 them. I have ſeen thine adulteries, and thy neighings, 
the lewdneſs of thy whoredom, [and] thine abomina- 
tions on the hills in the fields; I have ſeen thy idolatry, 
which is ſpiritual Iewdneſs. Woe unto thee, O Jeruſa- 
lem! wilt thou not be made clean? when {| ſhall it] 
once [be ?] I will yet wait a while to ſee what effect theſe 
threatenings and expoſtulations will have upon thee. 


REFLECTIONS. 
I. 7 E here fee how much God is diſpleaſed with 


pride, whatever it be that we are proud of: 


and eſpecially with thoſe who think themſelves too wiſe and 
good to be taught. God takes notice of the degrees of 
pride in the heart, tho* it do not appear to men. He 
obſerves the pride of the countrymen, and the greater pride 
of the citizens. Thoſe who live in populous, wealthy 
places, are more apt to be proud of their fine houſes, fur. 
niture, and entertainments, than thoſe who live in the 
country. But it is a ſin that eaſily beſets all; and is par- 
ticularly abominable in God's profeſſing people. He has 

8 | 74 many 
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many ways of marring it and bringing it down. Let us 
therefore examine our own hearts, guard againſt ſelf- 
conceit, and earneſtly pray that we may be clothed with 
humility. | 

2. The proſpect of approaching evils ſhould lead us to 
humiliation and amendment of what is amiſs, v. 16. Pride 
makes men ſecure and confident ; but darkneſs is before 
them. Our afflitions, diſappointments, and days of dark- 
neſs may be many: at leaſt death is before us; and on 
theſe dark mountains our feet may ſtumble. To prevent 
this, let us give glory to God by confeſſion and reforma- 
tion, and living near to him. It becomes the greateſt per- 
ſons to do this, even kings and queens; elſe all their glory 
and luſtre will end in everlaſting darkneſs; while the hum- 


ble and pious ſhall be exalted, and partake of the inherit- 


ance of the ſaints in light. 

3. How tenderly ought God's people, and eſpecially his 
miniſters, to be affected with the obſtinacy and impeni- 
tence of others, v. 17. It ſhould grieve us to behold 
tranſgreſſors, eſpecially thoſe who have enjoyed many and 
great religious advantages. Miniſters, when they ſee their 
labours unſucceſsful, often weep in ſecret, and pour out 
their prayers and tears to God on this account. But God 
bottles their tears; and woe be to thoſe whoſe pride and 
obſtinacy have occaſioned them. 

4. Let our minds be impreſſed with the great difficulty 
of conquering bad habits. It 1s a thing next to impoſlible, 
Hardly any principles of religion, any motives, either of 
fear or ſhame, will work upon thoſe who are accuſtomed to 
do evil. Fact and experience prove this. Let us be 
thankful if thro? the pious care of parents, and divine grace, 
we have never contracted them. Young people ſhould 
above all things guard againſt them; and parents watch 
over their children to prevent them. Nothing is impoſ- 
ſible to divine grace and power. Let thoſe therefore who 
are under the power of them, earneſtly ſtrive and pra 
againſt them, and do it without delay, left the diſeale 
ſhould become incurable, 2 


* CHAP. 
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r. . 
This chapter foretells a drought, which would greatly diftreſs 
Judea; the prophet makes confeſſion and ſupplication for par- 
don; God detlares his purpoſe i puniſh, and the prophet 
bewails their miſery. | = , 
I HE word of the Logo that came to Jeremiah 5 
concerning the dearth, the ſcarcity occaſioned y 
2 want of rain, Judah mourneth, and the gates thereof 


languiſh, that is, the cities and their inhabitants, they b, 5 
are black unto the ground; hey look black and ghaſtly, | 
end throw themſelves on the ground in grief ani deſpair ; S 2 


and the cry of Jeruſalem is gone up, even the capital 
3 city groans under it. And their nobles have ſent their 
little ones fo the waters, Being forced to part with their 
ſervants, they ſend their children for water : they came to 
the pits, [and] found no water ; they returned with 
their veſſels empty; they were aſhamed and confound- 
4 ed, and covered their heads, Becauſe the ground is 
chapt, for there was no rain in the earth, the plough. © x: 
5 men were aſhamed, they covered their heads. Yea, 
the hind alld calved in the field, and forſook [it,] be- 
cauſe there was no graſs for herſelf to eat, that ſhe might 
6 nouriſh her young. And the wild afles did ſtand in the 
high places for air to cool them, they ſnuffed up the wind 
like dragons, or, lite crocodiles, who frequently put up 
their heads above the water to breathe; their eyes did 
fail, they looked till they were weary with looking, becauſe 

[there was] no graſs. | 
O Loxp, though our iniquities teſtify againſt us, do 
| thou [it] for thy name's fake, interpoſe for us: for, or 
\ rather, tho* our backſlidings are many; we have finned 7 
8 againſt thee. O the hope of Iſrael, the ſaviour thereof 
in time of trouble, why ſhouldft thou be as a ſtranger 37 16 
in the land, and as a wayfaring man, [that] turneth 
aſide to tarry for a night? hou haſl promiſed to dwell 
with us: and doſt thou regard us no more than a traveller 
doth a place in which he lodges for a night, and never ex- 
9 petts to ſee it any more? Why ſhouldſt thou be as : __ 17 

aſtonie 


1. 


15 
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aſtonied thro* fear and ſurpriſe, as a mighty man [that] 
cannot fave, 1/9 hath loft its wiſdom and ſtrength ? yet 
thou, O Lox, - [art] in the midſt of us, and we are 
called by thy name; leave us not. To which God re- 
lies; 
10 Thus faith the Logp unto this people, Thus have 
they loved to wander, they have not refrained their 
feet from evil ways, therefore the Lord doth not accept 
them; he will now remember their iniquity, and viſit 
11 their fins. Then ſaid the Logp unto me, Pray not 
for this people for [their] good; do not expect that your 
12 intercefions will prevail. When they faſt, I will not 
hear their cry; and when they offer burnt offering and 
an oblation, I will not accept them; the they offer whole 


burnt offerings, and bread offerings, (which were then pecu- 


larly valuable) yet I will not hear: but I will conſume 

them by the ſword, and by the famine, and by the peſ- 

tilence; the peſtilence and the ſword fhall be added to the 
famine already among them. | 

13 Then ſaid I, as ſome excuſe for them, Ah, Lord God, 

behold, the prophets ſay unto them, Ye ſhall not ſee 

the ſword, neither ſhall ye have famine ; but I will 

14 give you aſſured peace in this place. Then the Lozp 

aid unto me, The prophets propheſy lies in my name: 

I ſent them not, neither have I commanded them, nei- 

ther ſpake unto them : they propheſy unto you a falſe 

viſion and divination, and a thing of nought, and the 

15 deceit of their heart. Therefore thus faith the Lok D 

concerning the prophets that propheſy in my name, 

and I ſent them not, yet they ſay, Sword and famine 

ſhall not be in this land ; By ſword and famine ſhall 

thoſe prophets be conſumed, which, tho* they call them- 

ſelves prophets, they cannot ſee to be coming upon themſelves. 

16 And the people to whom they propheſy ſhall be caſt 

out in the ſtreets of Jeruſalem becauſe of the famine 

and the ſword; and they ſhall have none to bury them, 

them, their wives, nor their ſons, nor their daughters : 

for I will pour their wickedneſs upon them. 

17 Therefore thou ſhalt ſay this word unto them; Let 

mine eyes run down with tears night and day, and let 

| them 
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them not ceaſe; God commands me to lament your calami- 
ties : for the virgin daughter of my people is broken 
18 with a great breach, with a very grievous blow.” If I 
go forth into the field, then behold the ſlain with the 
{word ! and if I enter into the city, then behold them 
that are ſick with famine ! yea, both the prophet and 
the prieſt go about into a land that they know not; the 
falſe prophets and wicked prieſts ſhall be carried captive. 
19 Haſt thou utterly rejected Judah? hath thy ſoul loath- 
ed Zion? why haſt thou ſmitten us, and [there is] no 
healing for us ? we looked for peace, and [there is] no 
good : and for the time of healing, and behold trou- 
20 ble! We acknowledge, O Loxp, our wickedneſs, [and] 
the iniquity of our fathers : for we have ſinned againſt 
21 thee; we plead guilly, Nevertheleſs Do not abhor | us, ] 
for thy name's ſake, do not diſgrace the throne of thy 
glory, thy temple: remember, break not thy cove- 
nant with us; do not annul or cut off our relation to thee, 
22 Are there [any] among the vanities of the gentiles 
that can cauſe rain? or can the heavens give ſhowers ? 
idols or ſecond cauſes cannot relieve us; but [art] not thou 
he, O Lorp our God? therefore we will wait upon 
thee: for thou haſt made all theſe [things.] 


REFLECTIONS, 
( Adapted to the State of our country in July 1762.) 


r. ANT of rain in its ſeaſon, is a great judg- 
ment, with which our hearts ought to be Ah 
affected. God commands the prophet to lament it. Let 
us own the hand of God whenever we ſee or feel any degree 
of it. It is he who maketh the htavens as iron, the earth as 
braſs, and the rain of our land powder and duſt; and it 
becomes us to humble ourſelves before him under ſuch 
viſitations. More eſpecially as, | 
2. Sin is the cauſe of this and every other judgment. 
We ſhould not reſt in natural cauſes, but under publick 
calamity acknowledge, with the prophet here, that our fins 
5 2 
feruſalem is called a virgin daughter, or city, becauſe it had 
never been burned or deſtroyed. 


# 
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teftify againſt us, that we have deſerved it, and that ihe Lord 
is righteous in inflicting it: that we have wandered from 
God, and not refrained our feet from evil ways, tho* we have 
often been warned of the conſequences. Let us then, as 
v. 20, acknowledge our wickedneſs with penitent hearts, and 
cheriſh godly ſorrow for our fins, aa 

3. In ſeatons of national diſtreſs let us earneſtly apply to 
God for relief. The vanities of the gentiles cannot help 
us; it will be of no avail to pray to idol gods. Let us fly 
to him, as the hope of Iſrael and the ſaviour, and ſupplicate 
his mercy for his name's fake; that he may be glorified by 
our. thankful improvement of the favour we ſeek : and let 
us to our prayers join our ardent praiſes, that our caſe is 
not ſo bad as that of Judah; that we do not ſee in our 
towns thoſe who are ſick with famine, and in our fields 
thoſe who are ſlain with the ſword. Thus let us wait upon 
God, for he hath made and ordered all theſe things. 

4. How much more earneſtly ſhould we pray for a plen- 


tiful communication of his Spirit! Rain from heaven and 


fruitful ſeaſons are very deſirable; but it is more defirable 
that religion ſhould flouriſh, and the fruits of righteouſneſs 
abound : and this can only be expected from God's pour- 
ing out his Spirit, We very much need it; there is a 
ſpiritual dearth in our. churches ; the things that remain are 
ready to die; and the graces of profeſſors languiſh. Let us 
daily pray that God would not reject and leave us; but 
ſend down ſhowers of this bleſſing; that we may abound in 
all the fruits of righteouſneſs, which are by Feſus Chriſt to the 
praiſe and glory of God, 


* — — 


F 


In reply to their requeſt in the former chapter, God aſſures them in 

this that nothing could divert him from his purpoſe of puniſh. 
ing ſo witked a people. Accordingly their fate is again de- 
clared; the prophet complains of being obliged to deliver ſuch 


meſſages , he is reproved for this; appeals to God for his fin- 


cerity, and ſupplicates pardon ; upon which God promiſes to 
protect him in the faithful diſcharge of his duty. 
2 i THEN 


a6s IE RE MI A H. XV. 


I HEN ſaid the Loxp unto me, Though Moſes 
and Samuel ſtood before me, thoſe ' ſucceſsful 
interceſſors for Iſrael, [yet] my mind [could] not [be] 
toward this people : caſt [them] out of my ſight, and 
2 let them go forth. And it ſhall come to paſs, if they 
fay unto thee, Whither ſhall we go forth ? then thou 
ſhalt tell them, Thus faith the Loxbo, Such as [are] 
for death, to death, that is, to the peſtilence ; and ſuch 
as [are] for the ſword, to the ſword ; and ſuch as [are] 
for the famine, to the famine; and ſuch as [are] for 
3 the captivity, to the captivity. And I will appoint 
-_ over them four kinds, faith the Lorp : the {word to 
{lay, and the dogs to tear, and the fowls of the heaven, 
and the beaſts of the earth, to devour and deſtroy ho/e 
4 that are flain. And ] will cauſe them to be removed 
into all kingdoms of the earth, becauſe of Manaſſeh 
the ſon of Hezekiah king of Judah, for [that] which 
he did in Jeruſalem, for complying with and perſiſting 
in his idolatries, for ſuppreſſing the worſhip of Jehovah, 
g ond putting up idols even in the temple. For who ſhall 
have pity upon thee, O Jeruſalem? or who ſhall 
bemoan thee? or who ſhall go aſide to aſ how thou 
doeſt? none ſhall think it worth his while to do ſo, every 
6 one muſt own thy calamity to be juſt, Thou haſt forſaken 
me, faith the Lozp, thou art gone backward : there- 
fore will I ſtretch out my hand againſt thee, and deſtroy 
thee; I am weary with repenting ; with ſuſpending my MY 
7 judgments and bearing ſo long with thee, And I will fan 
them with a fan in the gates of the land; I will bereave 
[them] of children, I will deſtroy my people, [ fince] #8 
'8 they return not from their ways. Their widows are 
| increaſed to me above the ſand of the ſeas: I have MM 
1 brought upon them, hat is, Jeruſalem, againſt tze 1 
mother of the young men a ſpoiler at noon day; or, ; 
againſt the mother city @ young man, namely, Nebuchad- 
nezzar, who was a young man, in the firſt year of his reign: + 

I have cauſed [him] to fall upon it ſuddenly, and terrors 

9 upon the city. She that hath borne ſeven languiſheth : , 

ſhe hath given up the ghoſt; her ſun is gone down 
while [it was] yet day: ſhe hath been aſhamed and fa 
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confounded, becauſe ſhe hath loſt all her children, at a 
time when ſhe enjoyed moſt comfort in tem; or this may be 
underſtood of Jeruſalem : and the refidue of them, thoſe 
that have eſcaped out of the city, will I deliver to the 
ſword before their enemies, ſaith the Loxd.—The pro- 
phet then proceeds, | 

10 Woe is me, my mother, that thou haſt borne me a 
man of ftrife and a man of contention to the whole 
earth, or land] every one hates me and quarrels with me 
for my faithfulneſs : J have neither lent on uſury, nor 
men have lent to me on uſury; [yet] every one of them 
doth curſe me; I have had no dealings in the world, which 

are often the ſource of contention; particularly thoſe deal- 
ings here mentioned, which generally produced quarrels, as 
the jews were forbidden to lend to one another on uſury. 
1s The Lord faid, Verily it ſhall be well with thy rem- 
nant,* in the reſidue of thy days and thy family ; verily I 
will cauſe the enemy to entreat thee [well] in the time 

of evil and in the time of affliion ; which they did, 
12 giving him leave to ſtay or go, as he pleaſed. Shall iron 
reak the northern iron and the ſteel ? a proverbial ex- 
Prefſion, fienifying, that the northern nations, who ſhould 
come up againſt Jeruſalem, would be as much fuperior to 

13 them inſtrength, as tempered feel is to common iron. Thy 
ſubſtance and thy treaſures will I give to the ſpoil 
without price, without any valuable confideration, as a 
wdrthleſs commodity, which a man will give away rather 
than keep, and [that] for all thy fins, even in all thy 

14 borders. And 1 will make [thee] to paſs with thine 
enemies into a land [which] thou knoweſt not: for a 
fire is kindled in mine anger, {which] ſhall burn upon 
you.—The prophet then ſays, 

18 O Long, thou knoweſt my innocence: remember me, 
and viſit me, and revenge me of my perſecutors; take 
me not away in thy long-ſuffering ; permit me not to be 
deſtroyed by them, while thou art long-ſuffering and beareſt 
with their provocations : know that for thy fake I have 
Vor. V. G g ſuffered 

* Dr. BLayner tranſlates it, They have reviled me all of them, 


faith Jehovah, that is, beth theu and the peeple, yet 1 will take 
care of thee, - 
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16 


17 


18 


ſuffered rebuke. Thy words were found, and I did 
eat them; and thy word, or commiſſion, was unto me the 
joy and rejoicing of mine heart: for I am called by thy 
name, O Lord God of hoſts; I received thy meſſages 
with pleaſure, and meditated upon them, and delivered them 
readily and juſtly , but as they were principally of the ter- 
rible kind, I began ta be uneaſy at them. I ſat not in 
the aſſembly of the mockers, nor rejoiced, indulged 
no unbecoming levity; 1 fat alone, or retired, becauſe 
of thy hard; on account of the judgments thou haſt 
threatened to bring upon them : for thou haſt filled me 
with indignation; I hag no heart to be cheerful when 1 
had nothing but woes to foretell. Why is my pain per- 
8 and my wound incurable, [which] refuſeth to 

healed ? muſt I always continue in this uneaſy condition? 


wilt thou be altogether unto me as a liar, [and as] 


19 


20 


21 


waters [that] fail and grow dry in ſummer ? muſt I always 
be diſappointed in my hope of encouragement, and of ſucceſs 
in my work ? Theſe were the irregular workings of the pro- 
phiet's mind; to which God anſwers, 

Therefore thus ſaith the Lok, If thou return 7o 4 
better temper and a faithful diſcharge of thy duty, then will 
I bring thee again [and] thou ſhalt ſtand before me; 7 
will reſtore thee to thy ſtation, as my prophet : and if thou 
take forth the precious from the vile thou ſhalt be as 
my mouth; F thou diſtinguiſh between good and bad in thy 
preaching, I will honour thee with further meſſages, and 
enable thee to deliver them aright : let them return unto 
thee; but return not thou unto them; do not accommo- 
date thyſelf to their luſts and prejudices, but deliver my 
word faithfully, how much ſoever it is diſreliſhed. And I 
will make thee unto, or againſt, this people a fenced 
brazen wall; and they ſhall fight againſt thee, but 
they ſhall not prevail againſt « toy I [am] with 
thee to ſave thee and to deliver thee, faith the Logo. 
And I will deliver thee out of the hand of the wicked, 
amd I will redeem thee out of the hand of the terrible. 


REFLECT- 
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REFLECTIONS. 


I. E T us attentively obſerve what an honour God 
here puts upon his praying ſervants; with what 
reſpect and affection he ſpeaks of Moſes and Samuel, who 
had been dead many centuries. If any thing would have 
reconciled him to Ifrael, it would have been their inter- 
ceſſion. This is no intimation that they interceded in hea- 
ven, but the contrary : it is only a ſuppoſition; as Moſes 
had often ſtood in the breach, and Samuel prevailed for 
their deliverance. This ſhows the power of prayer, and 
what pleaſure God takes in his worſhipping ſervants. It 
ſhows what a bleſſing to their country thoſe are, who offer 
up earneſt prayers for it : and how defirable and neceſſary it 
is that we ſhould abound in ſupplication for our own land, 

2, See how difficult it is to bear cenſure and reproach 
with patience and cheerfulneſs. Jeremiah was much out 
of frame, thro? the ſtrife and contention of his countrymen; 
and it is indeed hard to live peaceably and keep our tem- 
pers, when we live among bad neighbours, who are diſ- 
poſed to pick quarrels and ſpread flanders. Thoſe who 
have large dealings in the world are very likely to ſuffer in 
their character, and conſequently in their temper ; but let 
them take warning by the prophet, and be fo much the 
more upon their guard that they do not indulge a fretful, 
uneaſy ſpirit; and endeavour, by watchfulneſs and prayer, 
in patience to poſſeſs their ſouls; and, when diſcompoſed, to 
return to a right mind, 

3. See what oppoſition faithful miniſters have reaſon to 
expect. Jeremiah had purſued no ſecular bufineſs, which 
is often the ſource of envy and contention ; he acted in his 
own ſphere, and delivered his meſſages faithfully ; and 
merely on this account theſe wicked men hated and perſe- 
cuted, and did all they could to filence him as a trouble- 
ſome man. Let none of God's faithful ſervants, par- 
ticularly his miniſters, wonder, if they are put under an ill 
name; and if they who are reproved, and will not be re- 
formed, cenſure and abuſe their beſt friends, and quarrel 
with thoſe who would fave them from deſtruction, 

| G g 2 4. See 
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4. See how miniſters ought to behave themſelves in ſuch 
circumſtances. They are to meditate on the word of 
God; digeſt it, and endeavour throughly to underſtand 
and reliſh it. They are not to ſtudy to pleaſe men by fin- 
ful compliances, and by bringing down chriſtian precepts 
to their ſtandard ; but to deliver their meſſages faithfully, 
and urge men to come up to the purity of the chriſtian 
ſtandard. They are to diſtinguiſh between the precious 
and the vile; to reprove the wicked and the careleſs; to 
encourage and comfort the righteous. They are to con- 
ſider themſelves as God's mouth; to ſpeak nothing but 
what his word requires; and when they do ſo we are to 
conſider them as God's mouth, and pay as much regard to 
what they ſay, as if God himſelf ſpoke to us. Theſe are 
maxims neceſſary to be regarded by us at all times; eſpe- 
cially amidſt prevailing degeneracy; and in ſo doing God 
will ſupport and deliver us; and we ſhall ſtand before him 
with honour and acceptance thro? Jeſus Chriſt. 
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C HAP. XVI. 
In which the prophet foretells the utter ruin of the jews. 


1 HE word of the Loxp came alſo unto me, ſay- 
ing, while others go on in their uſual courſe, 

2 Thou ſhalt not take thee a wife, neither ſhalt thou have 
ſons or daughters in this place; à token of the deſolation 

3 that is ſpeedily approaching. For thus faith the Logp 
concerning the ſons and concerning the daughters | that 
are] born in this place, and concerning their mothers 


that bare them, and concerning their fathers that 


begat them in this land; ſuch calamities are coming, 
that it would have been better they had lived fingle ; for 
4 They ſhall die of grievous deaths; they ſhall not be 
lamented ; neither ſhall they be buried; [but] they 
ſhall be as dung upon the face of the earth : and they 
ſhall be conſumed by the ſword, and by famine; and 
their carcaſes ſhall be meat for the fowls of heaven, and 


5 for the beaſts of the earth. For thus faith the 1 
2 nter 
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Enter not into the houſe of mourning, neither go to 
lament nor bemoan them : for I have taken away my 
peace from this people, faith the Logp, [even] loving 
N kindneſs and mercies ; their own miſeries are ſo great that 
x . they cannot ſympathize with others; they are not objects of 
of 6 my mercy, nor of the compaſſion of others. Both the great 
| and the ſmall ſhall die in this land : they ſhall not be 
buried, neither ſhall [men] lament for them, nor cut 
themſelves, nor make themſelves bald for them, hat 
is, ſhall not ſhave the tops of their heads, they ſhall be 
98 7 treated like common malefattors: Neither ſhall [men] tear 
| [themſelves] for them, or break bread for them, in 
mourning, to comfort them for the dead; neither 
ſhall [men] give them the cup of conſolation to drink 
8 for their father or for their mother.” Thou ſhalt not 
alſo go into the houſe of feaſting, to fit with them to 
eat and to drink; thou ſhalt not uſe even innocent enter- 
tainments, but, by abſtaining from them, declare that all 
9 feſtivity ſhall ceaſe. For thus faith the Loxp of hoſts, 
9 the God of Iſrael; Behold, I will cauſe to ceaſe out of 
| this place in your eyes, and in your days, the voice of 
mirth, and the voice of gladneſs, the voice of the 
bridegroom, and the voice of the bride, all publick and 
private occaſions of rejoicing. 
to And it ſhall come to paſs, when thou ſhalt ſhow this 
people all theſe words, and they ſhall fay unto thee, 
Wherefore hath the Logp pronounced all this great 
evil againſt us? or what [is] our iniquity ? or what 
[is] our fin that we have committed againſt the LoxD 
11 our God? Then ſhalt thou ſay unto them, Becauſe 
your fathers, have forſaken me, faith the Lozp, and 
My have walked after other gods, and have ſerved them, 
 _ and have worſhipped them, and have forſaken me, 
12 and have not kept my law; And ye have done worſe 
1 than your fathers; for, behold, ye walk every one 
after the imagination of his evil heart, that they may 
L Gg 3 not 
Y It was the cuſtom in thoſe days to ſend food and wine to 
mourners, as ſuppoüng they had no heart to provide for them- 
ſelves; this was very different from making feaſts for them, 


which is a ridiculous and indecent cuſtom, ſometimes practiſed 
among us. 
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not hearken unto me; they have cheriſhed and encouraged 

13 thoſe luſts which lead them from God: I here fore will I caſt 
you out of this land into a land that ye know not, 
[neither] ye nor your fathers; and there ſhall ye ſerve 
other gods day and night ; where I will not ſhow you 
favour ; ye ſhall be tempted to do it, and ſome ſhall comply ; 
but they ſhall not gain the favour of the Chalaeans thereby , 
accordingly thoſe were moſt eſte emed who had the courage ta 
oppoſe theſe things. — Then follows the promiſe of mercy in 
the midſt of judgment. 

14 Therefore, or nevertheleſs, behold, the days come, 

ſaith the Loko, that it ſhall no more be ſaid, The 
Loxp liveth, that brought up the children of Iſrael 
15 out of the land of Egypt; But, the Logo liveth, that 
brought up the children of Iſrael from the land of the 
north, and fram all the lands whither he had driven 
them: and I will bring them again into their land that 
I gave unto their fathers; ha" this deliverance be not ſo 
great and miraculous as the other, yet they ſhall be more im- 
preſſed with it, as brought about by the immediate influence 

of God upon Cyrus. But at preſent, 

16 Behold, I will ſend for many fiſhers, faith the Loxp, 
and they ſhall fiſh them ; and after will I ſend for many 
hunters, and they ſhall hunt them from every moun- 
tain, and from every hill, and out of the holes of the 

17 rocks. For mine eyes [are] upon all their ways: they 

are not hid from my face, neither is their iniquity hid 
from mine eyes; I will ſend armies againſt you, which 
you ſhall be no more able to refit, than fiſhes and beaſts can 

18 refit fiſhers and hunters. And firſt, before that happy 

time comes, I will recompenſe their iniquity and their fin 
double, hat is, largely, or double to my uſual ſeverity; 
becauſe they have defiled my land, they have filled 
mine inheritance with the carcaſes of their deteſtable 
and abominable things, with weunded beaſts offered to 
heathen deities, ſuch * and mice; perhaps human ſa- 
criſices may be referred to. — Then, in order to aggravate 
the ſtupidity of Iſrael, the prophet refletts with pleaſure on 

19 the time when ihe heathen ſhall be converted; O Lokp, 

my ſtrength, and my fortreſs, and my refuge in the 
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day of affliction, the gentiles ſhall come unto thee from 
the ends of the earth, and ſhall fay, Surely our fathers 
have inherited lies, vanity, and [things] wherein 
[there is] no profit; hey ſhall be aſhamed of the gods of 
their fathers, turn to Fehovah, and be obedient to him. 
20 Shall a man make gods unto himſelf, and they [are] no 
21 gods? what can be more abſurd than this? Therefore, 
behold, I will this once cauſe them to know, I will cauſe 
them to know mine hand and my might, in bringing 
them back and thereby awakening the heathen , and they 
ſhall know that my name [is] The Loap; the effect 
of their captivity ſhall be to cure them of their idolatry. 
Accordingly they have never fince relapſed into it. 


REFLECTIONS 


I, OW wretched is the caſe of thoſe from whom 

God takes away his peace ! It is often the caſe 
of nations and of particular perſons. Nations loſe their 
proſperity and quiet, and have little comfort in any of 
their enjoyments; and particular perſons loſe, not only 
external bleſſings, their ſubſtance, health, and friends, 
but the compoſure of their minds. Their hearts meditate 
terror, and that oftentimes when there is no ground for it, 
May we be thankful for our peace while 1t 1s continued, 
and be careful to keep ourſelves in the love Cod; for without 
that we can have no true peace. Then, tho' we walk for 
a 8 in darkneſs, light and gladneſs will quickly ſuc- 
ceed. 

2. Let us often reflect on God's perfect knowledge of 
our ways and hearts; our conduct and principles, and our 
iniquities, v. 17. Many forget him; their eyes are never 
toward the Lord; they think him ſuch an one as them- 
ſelves; but he ſees all things; our ſecret fins are in the light 
of his countenance. All are obſerved and remembered by 
him; and for all theſe things he will bring us into judgment. 

3. We are taught not to undervalue the favours and 
mercies ſhown to us, becauſe they are not in ſome reſpects 
equal to thoſe of our fathers, v. 14, 15. We ſee how 
much the Iſraelites were affected with their deliverances, 

| Gg4 tho? 
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tho' it was not ſo miraculous as the deliverance of their 
fathers. The former and later appearances of providence 
are to be kept in remembrance, and gratefully acknow- 
ledged. Let us give God glory for the mercies ſhown to 
our fathers, for we reap the benefit of them; nor ſay, he 
former days were better than theſe. Tho' our deliverances 
and favours on ſome accounts are leſs wonderful, yet they 
may be equally important; and therefore God ſhould be 
devoutly praiſed for them. 

4. Let the diſappointments and vexations which others 
haye found in the ways of fin, engage us to depart from 
them, v. 19. We are not to do any thing becauſe they did 
it, but to conſider whether it be right and good. If wrong, 
let no veneration for antiquity and cuſtom influence our 
minds, more eſpecially in matters of evident duty. Sin 1s 
attended with ſorrow, ſhame, and miſery, Inſtances ot 
this we ourſelves may have ſeen. Let us therefore fly 
from it, and turn unto the Lord, for his ſervice is reaſon- 

able. Thoſe that wait on him ſhall never be aſhamed; and 
in keeping his commandments there is great reward. 
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The former part of the chapter, v. 1—18, ſhows the fatal con- 
ſequences of idolatry, the happineſs of the man that truſts in 
God, and the vanity of riches, which often diſappoint the 
owner ; the prophet appeals to God for his fincerity, and 
prays that the evil intended by his enemies may revert on their 
orten heads; the remainder relates to the due obſervance of the 
ſabbath, . 


1 T HE fin of Judah [is] written with a pen of iron, 

| [and] with the point of a diamond: [it is] 
graven upon the table of their heart, and upon the 
horns 5 9G altars, where the blood of their idolatrous 
ſacrifices is poured cut, which is a proof of the wickedneſs of 
their hearts, plain and legible both to God and man; they 
are ſo confirmed in fin that there is no hope of reclatmi 

2 them; Whilſt their children remember their altars and 
8 Saas i Ann Her 
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their groves by the green trees upon the high hills; 
even their children can ſhow the way to their altars, and 
underſtand their worſhip, it is ſo common and prevalent. 

3 O my mountain in the field, hat is, Jeruſalem, à moun- 
tain, or a heap of mountains in a plain, I will give thy 
ſubſtance [and] all thy treaſures to the ſpoil, [and] thy 
high places for fin, or, on account of thy ſm, throughout 

4 all thy borders. And thou, even thyſelf, ſhalt diſcon- 
tinue from thine heritage that I gave thee; and I will 
cauſe thee to ſerve thine enemies in the land which 
thou knoweſt not; à very beautiful allufion to the ſeventh 
year, <when the land was to lie untilled and the ſervants were 
to be releaſed , for the negleft of this thou ſhalt be releaſed 
from thy poſſeſſion, and turned out of thy heritage : for ye 
have kindled a fire in mine anger, [which] ſhall burn 
for ever, that ts, till you are conſumed. 

5 Thus faith the Lox p; Curſed [be] the man that 
truſteth in man, and maketh fleſh, that is, frail, mortal 
man, his arm, or confidence, and whoſe heart departeth 
from the Lorp; referring to their alliance with Egypt 

6 and dependance upon it. For he ſhall be like the heath 
in the deſert, a very worthleſs ſhrub, and ſhall not ſee 
when good cometh ; but ſhall inhabit the parched 

laces in the wilderneſs, [in] a falt land and not in- 
Fabited; they ſhall not enjoy the good and ſafety they hoped 

7 for, but be expoſed to the evils they feared. Bleſſed [is] 
the man that truſteth in the Lorp, and whoſe hope 
the Logp is, who uſeth no ſinful means for his ſafety. 

8 For he ſhall be as a tree planted by the waters, in op- 
Poſition to the heath before mentioned, and [ that] ſpreadeth 
out her roots by the river, and ſhall not fee, or fear, 
when heat cometh, but her leaf ſhall be green; and 
{hall not be careful in the year of drought, neither ſhall 
ceaſe from yielding fruit, which ſhall not be deſtroyed by 
drought, but have a conſtaut fupply of moiſture, and be 
always fruit ful. ; 

9 The heart [is] deceitful above all things, ] and deſ- 
perately wicked: who can know it? A general remark ; 
which ſeems principally lo refer to their foreign alliances, by 

10 which they would be deceived, I the Loxp ſearch the 


heart 
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heart, [I] try the reins, even to give every man ac- 
cording to his ways, [and] according to the fruit of 
his doings; I alone know the heart, and can by my pro- 

11 vidence turn and influence it, | As] the partridge, or kore, 
(a bird which frequents the mountains, 1 Sam. xxvi. 20.) 
ſitteth [on eggs, ] and hatcheth [them] not; or #teth 
on eggs ſhe did not lay, and the brood from which ſoon run 
from her and join with birds of their own kind, or are fre- 
quently and eaſily deſtroyed ; [10] he that getteth riches, 
and not by right, ſhall leave them in the midſt of his 
days, when he thinks them ſecure, and promiſes himſelf 
pleaſure in them, and at his end ſhall be a fool, becauſe he 

as laboured for and truſted in whet is ſo tranſitory. 

12 A glorious high throne from the beginning [1s] the 
place of our ſanctuary; God made it fo from the begin- 
ning, that is, ſince David contrived and Solomon built it; 
por. this is an aggravation of our folly in forſaking the Lord 

13 and ſerving idols, while his temple is among us. O Lox, 
the hope of Iſrael, all that forſake thee for other confi- 
dences ſhall be aſhamed, [and] they that depart from 
me, from thy words delivered by me, ſhall he like charac- 
ters written in the duſt of the earth, which are eaſily blown 
away, becauſe they have forſaken the Logy, the foun- 

14 tain of living waters. The prophet prays, Heal me, O 
Lokp, and I ſhall be healed; relieve and comfort me 
under perſecutions and affiittions ; fave me, and I ſhall be 
ſaved : for thou [art] he object of my praiſe. 

15 Behold, they ſay unto me, Where [is] the word of 

the Lord ? let it come now; infidels and libertines doubt 

16 the truth of it, and defy its threatenings. As for me, I 
have not haſtened from [being] a paſtor to follow thee :* 
neither have I deſired the woeful day; thou knoweſt; 
I have taken no pleaſure in denouncing theſe judgments, I 
have never wiſhed for them, tho" neceſſary to accompliſh my 
prophecies; I have kept cloſe to my inſtructions: that which 

17 came out of my lips was [right] before thee. Be not a 
terror unto me, while my adverſaries are ſo : thou [art] 

18 my hope in the day of evil. Let them be confounded, 

| that 


Some read it thus, I have net thruft myſelf into the paſtoral 
ee, ver have I declined it when called to it. 
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that is, they ſhall be ſo, that perſecute me, but let not 
me be confounded : let them be diſmayed, but let not 
me be diſmayed : bring upon them the day of evil, and 
deſtroy them with double deſtruction; thou wilt uiterly 
deſtroy them, that they may no longer inſult thy prophet and 
defy thy threatenmngs. 
19 Thus faith the Loxp unto me; Go and ſtand in the 
gate of the children of the people, whereby the kings 
of Judah come in, and by the which they go out, and 
20 in all the gates of Jeruſalem, in all publick places; And 
 Afay unto them, Hear ye the word of the Loxp, ye 
kings of Judah, and all Judah, and all the inhabitants 
21 of Jeruſalem, that enter in by theſe gates: Thus faith 
"0 the Lox D; Take heed to yourſelves, and bear no 
burden on the ſabbath day, nor bring ſit] in by the 
gates of Jeruſalem ; Neither carry forth a burden out 
of your houſes on the ſabbath day, neither do ye any 
work, but hallow ye the ſabbath day, as I commanded 
your fathers; as 4 ſign of my covenant with them, But 
they obeyed not, neither inclined their ear, but made 
their neck ſtiff, that they might not hear, nor receive 
inſtruction, And it ſhall come to paſs, if ye diligent- 
ly hearken unto me, faith the Logp, to bring in no 
burden through the gates of this city on the tabbath 
day, but hallow the ſabbath day, to do no work 
25 therein; Then ſhall there enter into the gates of this 
city kings and princes fitting upon the throne of Da- 
vid, riding in chariots and on horſes, they, and their 
princes, the men of Judah, and the inhabitants of 
Jeruſalem : and this city ſhall remain for ever; he court, 
the city, and the country ſhall flouriſt. And they ſhall 
come from the cities of Judah, and from the places 
about Jeruſalem, and from the land of Benjamin, and 
from the plain, and from the mountains, and from the 
ſouth, bringing burnt offerings, and facrifices, and 
meat offerings, and incenſe, and bringing ſacrifices of 
praiſe, unto the houſe of the Logrp ; they ſhall bring 
27 their ſacrifices from all parts of the land. But if ye will 
not hearken unto me to hallow the ſabbath day, and 
not to bear a burden, even entering in at the gates of 
| | | Jeruſalem 
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Jeruſalem on the ſabbath day; then will I kindle a fire 

In the gates thereof, and it ſhall devour the palaces of 
Jeruſalem, and it ſhall not be quenched; a hreatening 
which was literally fulfilled, and which this very prophet 
lived to ſee and lament. 


FEEECTION % 


I, E here fee how cautious we ſhould be of putting 

too much truſt in man. To depend upon human 
wiſdom, ſkill, and power, to the neglect of God, (that is, 
while we diſregard his providence, and reftrai prayer 
before him) is an affront to him; it is impious and pro- 
fane. Men are all of them weak and frail, many of them 
are falſe and deceitful; therefore it is fooliſh to truſt in 
them, and the way to have our expectations diſappointed, 
In like manner, it is alſo fooliſh to truſt in our own hearts, 
and lean to our own underſtandings, without ſeeking and 
acknowledging God. Take heed therefore, brethren, leſt there 
be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief in departing from the 
A ving God. - 

2. We ſee how ſafely and comfortably we may truſt in 
God. If we faithfully do our duty, and truſt in him to 
guide, ſupport, and deliver us, he will do it. He knows 
the heart; knows what we intend; and what thoſe with 
whom we have any concern intend ; and can influence us 
and them as he pleaſes, If we truſt. in him, we ſhall 
flouriſh in honour and comfort, and abound ir. the fruits 
of righteouſneſs. He will not be our terror, but our com- 
fort, in the day of evil, when men fail us, and our ex- 
pectations from the creatures are diſappointed. 

3. We are taught the vanity of thoſe riches which are 
unjuſtly gotten, All are vanity ; but theſe are eſpecially 


A man may pet rich by oppreſſion, fraud, and artifice. 


This is ſometimes the caſe; and it encourages men of no 
principle to practiſe injuſtice. But ſuch riches often leave 
a man in the midſt of his days, when he wants them moſt, 
and pleaſes himſelf with the thought of their continuance 
and increaſe, They will certainly leave him in the end of 
his days, when he can carry nothing with him but * 
guilt, | 
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guilt, ſhame, and remorſe of having gotten them unjuſtly. 
Then he will ſee himſelf to have been a fool; however 
proud he may have been of his ſagacity and ſucceſs, and of 
the flattery of others. O let integrity and uprightneſs preſerve 
us: and let us be rich in good works. By acting thus we 
* ſhall ſow ourſelves wiſe, and lay up in ſtore for ourſelves a 
= good foundation againſt the time to come. 
4. Obſerve how neceſſary it is to ſanify the ſabbath, if 
ue defire the favour of God, and the proſperity of our 
country. This is required of kings and rulers, as well as 
others. No burdens are to be borne, no common work 
to be done, no labouring, travelling, carrying out, or 
= fetching in, (even provifions) except in caſe of abſolute 
neceſſity. We ſee what ſtreſs God lays upon this duty; 
he charges the negle& of it as a crime which would bring 
ruin upon the ſtate, The religious obſervation of the fab. 
bath will ſupport other branches of religion, v. 21, there - 
fore let us take heed to ourſelves. Great caution is needful 
in a degenerate day, and amidſt ſo many bad examples. 
{ Thoſe who, merely to fave time on working days, contrive 
to take journeys, to vifit their friends, or follow their 
bufineſs on the ſabbath, and, by fo doing, deprive them- 
E ſelves of religious advantages, do at leaſt (however their 
thoughts may be employed) ſet a bad example to others, 
and encourage them to profane the ſabbath. Thoſe who 
do this ſhould attend to the prophet Jeremiah's admoni- 
tion: and how they can imagine ſuch a conduct to be con- 
ſiſtent with the divine authority and law, the deſign of the 
© ſabbath, the. folemnity of a chriſtian profeſſion and en- 
gagement, or even with ſeeking the true intereſt of their 
country, is aſtoniſhing. How they will vindicate it before 
him, who will give to every man according to his ways 


and the fruit of his doings, they will do well to conſider. 
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r AV 
God here, under the type of a potter, ſhows his abſolute power 
in diſpoſing of nations, and threatens judgments to Fudah.. 


| I HE word which came to Jeremiah from the 

| 2 Lok, ſaying, Ariſe, and go down to the pot- 

1 ter's houſe, and there I will cauſe thee to hear my 
| 
| 


—_ „ 


3 words. Then I went down to the potter's houſe, and, 

behold, he wrought a work on the wheels, or, was at 

| 4 work upon the ſtones. And the veſſel that he made of 
= clay was marred in the hand of the potter: ſo he made 
bf | it again another veſſel, as ſeemed good to the potter to 
0 | 5 make [it.] Then the word of the Loxp came to me, 
| | | 6 ſaying, O houſe of Iſrael, cannot I do with you as this 
potter? ſaith the Logp. Behold, as the clay is] in 

the potter's hand, ſo [are] ye in mine hand, O houſe 

of Iirael ; 1 have abſolute power over thee to do as T pleaſe, 

yet I am not inclined to deal with thee in ſtrict righteouſneſs 

according to thy true character; for [At what] inſtant 

I ſhall ſpeak concerning a nation, and concerning a 

kingdom, either by my prophets, or in the courſe of provi- 

dence, to pluck up, and to pull down, and to deſtroy 

$ lit ;] If that nation againſt whom I have pronounced, 

| turn from their evil, 1 will repent of the evil that I 
| | thought to do unto them; I will change my way of deal- 

| | 9 ing with them, And [at what] inſtant I ſhall ſpeak con- 
p | cerning a nation, and concerning a kingdom, to build 
10 and to plant [it;] If it do evil in my fight, that it obey 

not my voice, then I will repent of the good wherewith 

I ſaid I would benefit them; according to their different 

behaviour, they ſhall become the objetts of my favour or diſ- 

1 pleaſure. 

1 | 11 Now therefore go to, ſpeak to the men of Judah, 
| | and to the inhabitants of Jeruſalem, ſaying, Thus faith 
| | the Lord; Behold, I frame evil againſt you, and 
| | deviſe a device againſt you; I intend to puniſh you : re- 

| turn ye now every one from his evil way, and make 
12 your ways and your doings good. And they faid, 
. There is no hope: but we will walk after our own 
4 devices, 
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devices, and we will every one do the imagination of 
his evil heart; they were ſtubborn and would not be reform- 
13 ed. Therefore thus ſaith the Lord; Aſk ye now 
among the heathen, who hath heard ſuch things; none 


among them were ſo ſtupid, as to ſay they would not reform 


when judgments were coming upon them, eſpecially when 
they actually felt them ;, the Ninevites, for inſtance, repent- 
ed at the preaching of Fonah, but the virgin of Iſrael hath 
done a very horrible thing; 1/az!, that ought to'be a 
14 pure, chaſte virgin to the Lord, is worſe than they. Will 
[a man] leave the ſnow of Lebanon [which cometh] 
trom the rock of the field ? [or] ſhall the cold flowing 
waters that come from another place be forſaken ? 
Vill the ſnow leave Lebanon before any rock of the feld! 
Will men dig for ſtrange waters perverſely, in preference to 
ſuch as flow? Will a thirſty traveller in hot weather leave 
cool water, that trickles down from Lebanon, or fine ſpring 
15 water, for a landing, muddy late? Becauſe my peo- 
ple hath forgotten me, they have burned incenſe to 
vanity, to idols, and they have cauſed them to ſtumble 
in their ways {from] the antient paths, to walk in 
paths, [in] a way not caſt up; heir falſe prophets and 
idolatrous prieſts have led them from the good old way, to 
16 walk in à miry dangerous road; To make their land 
deſolate, [and] a perpetual hifling ; every one that 
paſſeth thereby ſhall be aſtoniſhed, and wag his head; 
the conſequence will be that ſome will pity, and others will 


17 triumph in their calamities. I will ſcatter them as with 


an eaſt wind before the enemy; I will ſhow them the 
back, and not the face, in the day of their calamity. 

13 Then ſaid they, Come, and let us deviſe devices 
againſt Jeremiah; for the law ſhall not periſh from the 
prieſt, nor counſel from the wife, nor the word from 
the prophet ; we ſhall do well enough fince we have ſo 
many prieſts, wiſe men, and prophets on our fide, Come, 
and let us ſmite him with the tongue, and let us not 
give heed to any of his words; let us lay things to his 
charge that may blaſt his cliaracter, and even take away his 

19 life. Give heed to me, O Loxp, and hearken not to the 

voice 


a Dr. BIAr NET. 
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CHAP. XVII. 


God here, under the type of a potter, ſhows his abſolute power 


in diſpo/ing of nations, and threatens judgments to Fudah.. 


I HE word which came to Jeremiah from the 
2 Lok, ſaying, Ariſe, and go down to the pot- 
ter's houſe, and there I will cauſe thee to hear my 
3 words, Then I went down to the potter's houſe, and, 
behold, he wrought a work on the wheels, or, was at 


4 work upon the ſtones, And the veſſel that he made of 


clay was marred in the hand of the potter: ſo he made 
it again another veſſel, as ſeemed good to the potter to 
make [it.] Then the word of the Lorp came to me, 
laying, O houſe of Iſrael, cannot I do with you as this 
potter? ſaith the Loxgp. Behold, as the clay [is] in 
the potter's hand, fo [are] ye in mine hand, O houſe 
of Iſrael; I have abſolute power over thee to do as T pleaſe, 
yet I am not inclined to deal with thee in ſtrict righteouſneſs 
7 according to thy true charatter ; for [At what] inſtant 
I ſhall ſpeak concerning a nation, and concerning a 
kingdom, 'either by my prophets, or in the 5 of provi- 
dence, to pluck up, and to pull down, and to deſtroy 
8 (it ;] If that nation againſt whom I have pronounced, 
turn from their evil, 1 will repent of the evil that I 
thought to do unto them; I will change my way of deal- 
9 ing with them, And [at what] inſtant I ſhall ſpeak con- 
cerning a nation, and concerning a kingdom, to build 


S 


10 and to plant [it;] If it do evil in my fight, that it obey 


not my voice, then I will repent of the good wherewith 
I faid 1 would benefit them; according to their different 
behaviour, they ſhall become the objetts of my favour or diſ- 
pleaſure. 


11 Now therefore go to, ſpeak to the men of Judah, 


and to the inhabitants of Jeruſalem, ſaying, Thus faith 
the Lord; Behold, I frame evil againſt you, and 
deviſe a device againſt you; I intend to puniſh you: re- 
turn ye now every one from his evil way, and make 


12 your ways and your doings good, And they faid, 


There is no hope: but we will walk after our own 
devices, 


— — — — 
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devices, and we will every one do the imagination of 
his evil heart; they were ſtubborn and would not be reform- 
13 ed. Therefore thus faith the Lon d; Aſk ye now 
among the heathen, who hath heard ſuch things; none 
among them were ſo ſtupid, as to ſay they would not reform 
when judgments were coming upon them, eſpecially when 
they actually felt tem; the Ninevites, for inſtance, repent- 
ed at the preaching of Fonah, but the virgin of Iſrael hath 
done a very horrible thing; 1/ae!, that ought to be a 
14 pure, chaſte virgin to the Lord, is worſe than they. Will 
[a man] leave the ſnow of Lebanon [which cometh] 
from the rock of the field? [or] ſhall the cold flowing 
waters that come from another place be forſaken ? 
Vill the ſnow leave Lebanon before any rock of the feld! 
Will men dig for ſtrange waters perverſely, in preference to 


uchi as flow? Will a thirſty traveller in hot weather leave 


cool water, that trickles down from Lebanon, or fine ſpring 

15 water, for a ſtanding, muddy late? Becauſe my peo- 
ple hath forgotten me, they have burned incenſe to 
vanity, 10 idols, and they have cauſed them to ſtumble 
in their ways [from] the antient paths, to walk in 
paths, in] a way not caſt up; heir falſe prophets and 
idolatrous prieſts have led them from the good old way, to 

16 walk in a miry dangerous road; To make their land 
deſolate, [and] a perpetual hiſſing; every one that 
paſſeth thereby ſhall be aſtoniſhed, and wag his head ; 
the conſequence will be that ſame will pity, and others twill 

17 triumph in their calamities. I will ſcatter them as with 

an eaſt wind before the enemy; I will ſhow them the 
back, and not the face, in the day of their calamity. 

13 Then ſaid they, Come, and let us deviſe devices 
againſt Jeremiah ; for the law ſhall not periſh from the 
prieſt, nor counſel from the wife, nor the word from 
the prophet ; we ſhall do well enough fince we have ſo 
many prieſts, wiſe men, and prophets on our fide, Come, 
and let us ſmite him with the tongue, and let us not 
give heed to any of his words; let us lay things to his 
charge that may blaſt his character, and even take away his 


19 life. Give heed to me, O Logo, and hearken not to the 


voice 


a Dr. Brarxzr, 
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20 voice of them that contend with me. Shall evil be re- 
compenſed for good? for they have digged a pit for 
my foul, Remember that I ſtood before thee to ſpeak 
good for them, [and] to turn away thy wrath from 
them tho? I denounced it; fince they are incorrigible, I will 
ngt any more intercede.—The three laſt verſes are the pro- 
phet's prediction concerning his enemies, rather than his im- 

21 precation. Therefore deliver up their children to the 
famine, and pour out their [blood] by the force of the 
ſword; and let their wives be bereaved of their child- 
ren, and [be] widows; and let their men be put to 
death; [let] their young men | be] ſlain by the ſword 


22 in battle, Let a cry be heard from their houſes, when 


thou ſhalt bring a troop ſuddenly upon them : for they 
have digged a pit to take me, and hid ſnares for my 
23 feet, Yet, Loxo, thou EE all 3 counſel 
againſt me to ſlay [me :] forgive not their iniquity, 
— blot out their ſin from thy ſight, but wet _ 
be overthrown before thee ; deal thus] with them in 
the time of thine anger; hey ſhall not eſcape the puniſh- 
ment due to their ſins. | 


REFLECTIONS. 


I. 3 us reverence the abſolute power and ſovereignty 
of God. We meet with frequent compariſons in 


ſcripture relating to this, which are very beautiful and 


ſtriking. The potter can mould the clay into what form 
he pleaſes: ſo has God abſolute power over his creatures, 
Our times, and the events of our lives, are in his hand. 
In his hand are the fates of nations: and therefore we 
muſt not diſpute his will; but be content with the ſtations 
and circumſtances in which he places us. 

2. Tho' God be abſolutely powerful, yet he is un- 
changeably juſt. His ſovereignty is not that arbitrary 
thing which many people have ſuppoſed. God does not 


| ay, Becauſe I have your fates in my hand, therefore I will 


break or raiſe you, according to my will, without any 
other regard: but, if a nation repent, and become obe- 
dient, I will ſave them out of the deepeſt diſtreſs : if they 
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go on in fin, I will deſtroy them when they think them- 
fees moſt ſecure. The diſtinction is very plain, and very 
important. God diſtributes his favours as he pleaſes, for 
he is a debtor to no man. But he never puniſhes by pre- 
rogative; or where there is not guilt to deſerve it; and in 
the final diſtribution of rewards and puniſhments, he will 
render to every man according to his works, 

3. Let us lament the prodigious ſtupidity and obſtinacy 
of finners. No wonder that God calls the conduct of Iſrael 
a horrible thing, They would not give heed to any of 
Jeremiah's words; but, right or wrong, were determined 
to act contrary to them. They would not ſo much as 
promiſe to reform; but would follow their own luſts and 
devices : and they encouraged one another to do ſo. This 
is the caſe of many under a chriſtian name; and rather 
than part with their fins, they will ſmite, with their tongue 
at leaſt, the prophets who reprove them. But God will 
bring upon them the judgments they deſpiſe, and over- 
whelm them with everlaſting deſtruction, 

4. It will be a great ſatisfaction to us, when cenſured 
and reproached, to be conſcious that we have not deſerved 
it: but that, on the contrary, we have wiſhed well and en- 
deavoured to do kindneſs to thoſe who have cenſured us. 
This is an amiable part of Jeremiah's character, v. 20, and 
ſhows, that his imprecations did not proceed from a mali- 
cious, revengeful ſpirit, but were prophetic denunciations. 
Thus let us bleſs them that curſe us, and pray for thoſe that 
deſpitefully uſe us; rendering bleſſing for curſing. This will be 
our rejoicing in the day of evil. Be not overcome of evil, but 
overcome evil with good, 


* 
— 
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CHAP, XIX. 


By the fignificant type of breaking the potter*s veſſel, Jeremiah 
is directed to predid the deſtruction of Fudah and Jeruſalem, 
The prophets frequently taught by ſymbolic actions, as well as 
by wards. 

Vol. V. | Hh i THUS 
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1 H Us faith the Lory, Go and get a pott er's 
earthen bottle, or veſſel, and [take] of the an- 

tients of the people, and of the antients of the prieſts; 
that is, the elders of the people, ſome of the great council, 

2 and the heads of the courſes of the prieſts; And go forth 
unto the valley of the ſon of Hinnom, which [1s] by 
the entry of the eaſt gate, and proclaim there the 

3 words that I ſhall tell thee, And ſay, Hear ye the 
word of the Loxp, O kings of Judah, and inhabitants 
of Jeruſalem, hat is, the princes of the blood, and chief 
magiſtrates; Thus ſaith the Logp of hoſts, the God of 
Urael; Behold, I will bring evil upon this place, the 
which whoſoever heareth, his ears ſhall tingle; /o 
dreadful will it be that it ſhall afloniſh and terrify every one. 


4 Becauſe they have forſaken me, and have eſtranged 


this place, his holy city, the place of my reſidence, and 
have burned incenſe in it unto other gods, whom nei- 
ther they nor their fathers have known, nor the kings 
of Judah, and have filled this place with the blood of 

- innocents ; have improved upon their fathers idolatry, and 
the wickedneſs of former kings, and ſacrificed their children 

5 to Molech, or the ſun; They have built alſo the high 
places of Baal, another name for the ſun, to burn their 
ſons with fire [for] burnt offerings unto Baal, which I 
commanded not, nor ſpake [it,] neither came [1t] into 
my mind, but which I expreſsly forbade, Deut. xii. 3 1. 

6 Therefore, . behold, the days come, faith the Lon p, 
that this place ſhall no more be called Tophet, nor 
The valley of the fon of Hinnom, but The valley of 

7 ſlaughter. And I will make void the counſel of Judah 
and Jeruſalem in this place; and I will cauſe them to 
fall by the ſword before their enemies, and by the 
hands of them that ſeck their lives: and their carcaſes 
will I give to be meat for the fowls of the heaven, and 
for the beaſts of the earth; they ſhall be defeated and 
deftroyed, and ſee the vanity of thoſe contrivances by which 

8 they thought to eſcape my judgments, And I will make 
this city deſolate, and an hifling ; every one that paſſ- 
eth thereby ſhall be aſtoniſhed and hiſs becauſe of all 
9 the plagues thereof. And I will cauſe them to N — 

e 
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fleſh of their ſons and the fleſh of their daughters, and 
they ſhall eat every one the fleſh of his friend in the 
fiege and ſtraitneſs, wherewith their enemies, and they 

LO that ſeek their lives, ſhall ſtraiten them. Then ſhalt 
thou break the bottle, or veſſel, in the fight of the men 

11 that go with thee, And ſhalt ſay unto them, Thus 
faith the Loxp of hoſts; Even fo will I break this peo- 
ple and this city, as [one] breaketh a potter's veſſel, 
that cannot be made whole again: and they ſhall bury 
[them] in Tophet, till [there be] no place to bury. 
t2 Thus will I do unto this place, faith the Lorp, and to 
the inhabitants thereof, and [even] make this city as 

£3 Tophet, a place of ſlaughter and burials: And the 
houſes of Jeruſalem, and the houſes of the kings of 
Judah, ſhall be defiled, by reaſon of the dead bodies there 
unburied, as the place of Tophet, becauſe of all the 
houſes upon whoG& roofs they have. burned incenſe unto 

all the hoſt of heaven, and have poured out drink 
14 offerings unto other gods.* Then came Jeremiah from 
Tophet, whither the Lok had ſent him to propheſy, 
and he ſtood in the court of the Loxp's houſe; and 
ſaid to all the people, 4 ſome of the prieſts that would not 

go with him, or could not leave the temple, and to the 
people, probably at the hour of ſacrifice, when many were 
15 aſſembled, Thus faith the Loxp of hoſts, the God of 
Ifrael; Behold, I will bring upon this city and upon 

all her towns, he other cities of Judah, all the evil that 

I have pfonounced againſt it, becauſe they have hard. 
ened their necks, that they might not hear my words. 


e REF LECT- 


d Probably ſome bad made a jeſt of the repreſentation in the 
former chapter, ſaying, We have been made and hardened long 
ago, and ſhall not be eaſily broken, But the prophet was now 
to break the veſſel in their ſight, to repreſent their utter de- 
ſtruction, | - 

© Jofiah had defiled this place, by burning Cead men's bones 
there: the filth of the city alſo was carried into it, and a fire 
kept burning to conſume it. Such was the ſtate of Tophet when 
this meſſage was delivered, What a dreadful repreſentation of 
Jeruſalem and the other cities which ſhould be made like it! 
Hence it came to be uſed as an emblem of hell. 7 
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REFLECTIONS. 
1. H OW kind is God to take ſo many methods to 


| prevent the ruin of finners. Judgments were 
to be plainly threatened by Jeremiah, and the cauſes of 
them ſpecified. This ſermon was to be preached at 
Tophet, that their imaginations might be ſtruck with the 
horrible ſcene before their eyes, So unwilling was a gra- 
cious God to leave any method untried, that might awaken 
theſe ſtupid people. And he {till bears with ſinners ; com- 
mands his miniſters to urge every topic and argument 
likely to influence them; and has appointed ſome ſacra- 
mental ſigns, the more deeply to impreſs their minds. So 
unwilling is he that any ſhould periſh; and ſo inexcuſable 
will be 8 guilt of ſinners if all has no effect. 

2. It becomes the greateſt of men to pay a ſerious regard 
to all divine meſſages. The princes, prieſts, and elders of 
Judah, (tho? it appears that they hated and deſpiſed Jere- 
miah) had yet ſuch a ſenſe of decency and regard to the 
meſſage from God, that they followed him to Tophet. 
Thus ſhould thoſe who are moſt reſpectable for age, wealth, 
and ftation, reverence the word of God, and attend upon 
his inftitutions. Their own ſalvation depends upon it; 
and their example will have great influence upon others. 
If ſuperiors allow themſelves to ſhow any flight to divine 
ordinances, their inferiors will pay no regard to them: and 
thus the little religion which is left among us, 'may ſoon be 
quite loſt. 

3. Whatever the counſel and opinion of wicked men 
may be, God will defeat them, and fulfil his own threat- 
enings to the uttermoſt. This is frequently repeated; viz. 
that God will do all that he has declared; and bring about 

all the evil he has pronounced, His judgments will be 
found to be as dreadful as his word declares them to be, 
whether men will believe it or not. They think him to be 
ſuch an one as themſelves : that he forgets what he has threat- 
ened, or will not fully execute it. But God is faithful, and 
cannot deny himſelf. Let us therefore never harden our 
hearts; but diligently hear and obey his word: fo ſhall 


we 
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we eſcape the evil which ſhall come upon the obſtinate, 
and ſtand before the Son of man. 


CHA F ©. g 


In this chapter, Paſbur, for ſiniting Jeremiah, receives a new 
name, and a fearful doom; Feremiah complains on account of 
the difficulties and perſecutions he met with in the diſcharge of 

1 has office. 
; I N OW Paſhur the fon of Immer the prieſt, who 
[was] alſo chief governor in the houſe of the 


b 


. Lorp, that is, head of the courſe of Immer, which was 
| now in waiting, heard that Jeremiah propheſied theſe 
things; or rather, heard him propheſy theſe things himjelf. 
2 Then Paſhur ſmote Jeremiah the prophet, and put 
, him in the ſtocks that [were] in the high gate of Ben- 
| jamin, which [was] by the houſe of the Lorp, where 
he continued all night, publickly expoſed to the ridicule of the 

3 people, in order to puniſh and filence him. And it came to 

paſs on the morrow, that Paſhur brought forth Jere- 

miah out of the ſtocks. Then faid Jeremiah unto him, 

The Lonp hath not called thy name Paſhur, but 

4 Magor-miſſabib, that is, fear round about, For thus 

ſaith the Lok D, Behold, I will make thee a terror to 
thyſelf, and to all thy friends: and they ſhall fall by the 

ſword of their enemies, and thine eyes ſhall behold [it;] 

thou-thyſelf ſhalt be an example of all the dreadful calamities 

which are coming upon thy friends and country, even ſuch 

miſeries as ſhall terrify both thee and them: and I will give 

all Judah into the hand of the king of Babylon, and 

he ſhall carry them captive into Babylon, and thall ſlay 

5 many of them with the ſword. Moreover | will deliver 

all the ſtrength of this city, and all the labours thereof, 

and all the precious things thereof, and all the treaſures 

of the kings of Judah, all their magazines and riches, 

will I give into the hand of their enemies, which ſhall 

{ſpoil them, and take them, and carry them to Babylon, 

6 And thou, Paſhur, and all that dwell in thine houſe 
H h 3 ſhal, 
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| ſhall go into captivity : and thou ſhalt come to Baby- 


8 


lon, and there thou ſhalt die, and ſhalt be buried 
there, thou, and all thy friends, to whom thou haſt 
propheſied lies; to whom thou haſt promiſed peace and de- 
liverance in the Lord's name. — The prophet then proceeds 
to deſcribe the workings of his own mind, which were not 
very regular. 

O Loxp, thou haſt deceived me, and I was de- 
ceived : * thou art ſtronger than I; and haſt prevailed ; 
1 was content with my former ſtate, and would gladly have 


+ - declined the prophetic office ; but thy command and inſpira- 


tion overpowered me : 1 am in derifion daily, every one 
mocketh me. For ſince I ſpake, I cried out, 1 cried 


| violence and ſpoil ; I ſpake earneſtly, I complained of their 


10 


{1 


violence and ſpoil, and threatened them with worſe things; 
becauſe the word of the LoxpD was made a reproach 
unto me, and a deriſion, daily, therefore they inſulted 
me, and derided my meſſage. Then I ſaid, I will not 
make mention of him, nor ſpeak any more in his 
name. But {his word] was in mine heart as a burning 
fire ſhut up in my bones, and I was weary' with for- 
bearing, and I could not [ſtay ;] I had ſuch an impulſe 
on my ſpirit that I could nut reſt; it broke out like a fire 

that was pent up. 
For I heard the defaming of many, the reproach of 
many Magor-miſſabibs like Paſhur, fear on every fide, 
that is, many perſecuting enemies, whoſe doom ſhall be like 
Paſhur's. Report, [ay they,] and we will report it; /et 
a lie a going, and we Will puſh it forwards: All my fa- 
miliars watched for my halting, | ſaying, ] Peradventure 
he will be enticed and we ſhall prevail againſt him, and 
we ſhall take our revenge on him; they repreſented me 
as a traitor to my country, and as corrupted by the king of 
Babylon ; they eudeavoured to provoke me 10 ſay ſomething, 
for which they might accuſe me. Thus was Chriſt ſerved, 
But the Loxp [is] with me as a mighty terrible one: 
| therefore 


He miſunderſtocd the divine premiſe; he expected he ſhould 
"ave no oppreſſion; but God had only promiſed that bis life 
ould be ſpared. Or it may be rendered, Thou ha/? perſuaded me, 
:nd 1 was allured; and this ſenſe is favoured by the next words. 


n 
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therefore my perſecutors ſhall ſtumble, and they ſhall 
not prevail: they ſhall be greatly aſhamed ; for they 
ſhall not proſper : their] everlaſting confuſion ſhall 
12 never be forgotten, But, O Lorp of hoſts, that trieſt 
the faith and patience of the righteous, by afflifions, [and] 
ſeeſt the reins and the heart, diſcovereſt their conſpiracies, 
while they wear a maſk of friendſhip, let me ſee thy ven- 
geance on them: for unto thee have I opened my cauſe 
I leave it to thee to vindicate me; and in confidence that 
13 thou Tilt do ſo, I add, Sing unto. the Lox, praiſe ye 
the Lord : for he hath delivered the ſoul of the poor 
from the hand of evil doers. 1: would have been happy 
if the prophet could have maintained this temper; but human 
infirmity and corruption prevailed when he added, 
14 Curſed [be] the day wherein I was born: let not 
the day wherein my mother bare me be bleſſed ; 4. 
15 there be no congratulations, as uſual. Curſed [be] the 
man who brought tidings to my father, ſaying, A man 


child is born unto thee; making him very glad, being 


16 probably the firſt born, and a prieſt. And let that man be 
as the cities which the LoxD overthrew, and repented 
not; he did not lighten their miſery: and let him hear the 
cry, the alarm of the enemy, in the morning, and the 

17 ſhouting at noontide; Becauſe he flew me not from the 

womb, or, becauſe I was not flain;, or that my mother 
might have been my grave, and her womb [to be] 

18 always great [with me.*] Wherefore came I forth out 
of the womb to ſee labour and ſorrow, that my days 
ſhould be conſumed with ſhame ? 


H h 4 RE FL ECT. 


* This language ſhowed very much impatience and ungoverned 
paſſion, This was not ſetting his face like a flint; and no man 
could be permitted by the ſpirit of God to ſpeak fuch language. 
It is a maxim of great importance, to diſtinguiſh between thoſe 
things which the prophets delivered in the name of the Lord, 
and the workings of their own minds; which were ſometimes 
irregular, and no doubt were recorded for our warning. 


= * 


2 
— 


1 2. 3 ON on 
” N 


- 4 1 N 
= —̃ ——— —— 
* — — — — * 


— — 
* 


REFLECTIONS 


þ OW dreadful is the caſe of that man who is a 

terror to himſelf ! Nothing more dreadful on 
this fide hell could be threatened againſt Paſhur, than to 
be, not only in diftreſs, but in deſpair; his ſpirit in con- 
tinual alarm and terror; his own imagination always tor- 
menting him; and his inward terror ſuch as he could not 
conceal, but which appeared in fo horrible a light, as even 
to terrify his friends. This is the caſe of ſome finners 
now; and thoſe have reaſon to fear this, who ſet them- 
ſelves againſt the word of God and his faithful miniiters ; 
that is, who reproach it, and deride them. If they will not 
hear the reproofs of God's prophets, they will hear them 
from their own conſciences. Let it be our care to fear 
God, to reverence his word, and keep his commandments 
then God will not be our terror, but our hope and our 
oy. 
ö 2. The caſe of the prophet was a very pitiable one; 
and ſo is the caſe of thoſe miniſters who meet with the like 
treatment now. What cruel uſage did he experience! 
what wicked, baſe contrivances were formed to injure his 
reputation, hinder his uſefulneſs, and deſtroy his lik | and 
all this becauſe he was faithful, ſerious, and affectionate in 
delivering the word of the Lord. Good miniſters in the 
preſent day often meet with ill treatment. If they are 
faithful reprovers, and deliyer their meſſages in a lively, 
affectionate manner, careleſs hearers, and thoſe who hate 
to be ſerious, will deride and banter them, and perhaps be 
glad to raiſe and ſpread eyil reports of them. This is a ſtrong 
temptation to them to decline their work and to preach no 
more; but yet they dare not do it, Let hearers be careful 
not to _ their miniſters under this difficulty, and lead 
them into fuch a temptation ; but ſuffer them, out of re- 
gard to God, to themſelves, and to their charge, 10 reprove, 
rebuke, and exhort, with all plamneſs and fervency of ſpirit z 
and pray that the Lord may be with them to ſupport and 
encourage them, | | 


3. How 
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3. See how weakly and wickedly even good men will 
talk, when they ſuffer their paſſions to govern them. Who 
would have thought that Jeremiah ſhould have uttered 
ſuch words as theſe? What folly and nonſenſe was it to 
curſe his birth day! to curſe a meſſenger, for the ſake of a 
kindly intended meſſage! How brutiſh and barbarous to 
with his mother had died in childbed with him! This 
would not have been recorded by him, had he not fincerely 
repented of it, and intended it (as the Spirit of God no 
doubt did) for our caution. Thus abſurdly and wickedly 
do men of ſtrong paſſions and haſty ſpirits talk, when they 
meet with injuries and affronts. We ſee in the prophet 
how much need we all have to keep a conſtant, reſolute 
guard upon our ſpirits; eſpecially thoſe whoſe tempers are 
naturally hot and haſty. Let us ſtifle the firſt riſings of 
paſſion and reſentment; and earneſtly implore the divine 
help, when we are entering into temptation; becauſe for 
ſuch ſinful words and diſorderly workings of mind, God 
| wvill bring us into judgment, Let us take the great prophet 
for an example, even Jeſus Chriſt ; and learn of him, who 
was meek and lowly in heart; and we ſhall find reſt to aur ſouls. 


CH AP. XXI. XXII. 1—9. 
This chapter is tranſpoſed, as are many of the following. They 


relate to events which happened in ſome former reign ; 
whereas this relates to the reign of Zedekiah, when Jeruſalem 
was beſieged by the Chaldeans, the Egyptians came to help the 
Jews, the Chaldeans arew off their forces and raiſed the ſiege: 
in this interval the chapter before us was written.* 


I THE 


© Tt is an obſervable circumſtance, that in the deſtruction of 
eruſalem by the Chaldeans, and in that by the Romans, the 

ſieging armies raiſed the ſiege for a while, and thereby gave 
God's Faithful ſervants an opportunity to go out of it; as the 
prophet before the firſt, and Chriſt before the laſt, ordered them 
to do. This gave others an opportunity to come into the city, 
truſting to its ſtrength; ſo that more people were deſtroyed by 
the famine, the peſtilence occaſioned by it, and the ſword of the 
enemy, than otherwite would have been; thus the prophecies were 
remarkably accompliſhed, 


=, 
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I H E word which came unto Jeremiah from the 

Lorp, when king Zedekiah ſent unto him 

Paſhur the fon of Melchiah, and Zephaniah the ſon of 

2 Maaſeiah the prieſt, ſaying, Enquire, I pray thee, of 

the Lord for us; for Nebuchadrezzar king of Baby- 

lon maketh war againſt us; if fo be that the LORD will 

deal with us according to all his wondrous works which 
he did for our fathers, that he may go up from us. 

4 Then ſaid Jeremiah unto them, Thus ſhall ye ſay to 

4 Zedekiah : Thus faith the Lord God of Iſrael; Be- 

hold, I will turn back the weapons of war that [are] 

in your hands, wherewith ye fight againſt the king of 

Babylon, and [againſt] the Chaldeans, which beſiege 

if you without the, walls, and I will aflemble them into 


vi the midſt of this city ; your weapons of war inſtead of 
; wounding the enemy ſhall hurt yourſelves, as if a ſtrong 

5 wind ſhould blow back your arrows into your faces. And 

I myſelf will fight againſt you with an out-ſtretched 

hand and with a ſtrong arm, even in anger, and in 

1 fury, and in great wrath; it Hall plainly appear that I 
4 6 am on your enemies fide, And I will ſmite the inhabit- 
1 ants of this city, both man and beaſt: they, hat is, 
7 many of them, ſhall die of a great peſtilence. And 

afterward, faith the Lorp, I will deliver Zedekiah 

king of Judah, and his ſervants, and the people, and 

ſuch as are left in this city from the peſtilence, from 

| the ſword, and from the famine, into the hand of 
3 Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon, and into the hand 

4 of their enemies, and into the hand of thoſe that ſeek 
their life : and he ſhall ſmite them with the edge of the 

ſword ; he ſhall not ſpare them, neither have pity, nor 
have mercy ; Zedekia/'s life ſhall be preſerved, but his ſons 

and great officers ſhall be ſlain. | 

8 And unto this people thou ſhalt ſay, Thus faith the 

[{ 'Lorp; Behold, 1 ſet before you the way of life, and 

the way of death, how you may eſcape with your lives, or 

* otherwiſe you ſhall be flain; therefore chooſe the leaſt of two 
9 evils. He that abideth in this city ſhall die by the ſword, 
and by the famine, and by the peſtilence : but he that 
goeth out, and falleth to the Chaldeans that beſiege 

| you 


10 


11 
12 


13 


5 


JEREMIAH. XXII. 491 


you, he ſhall live, and his life ſhall be unto him for a 
prey; he ſhall think himſelf happy if he eſcapes with his 
life. For I have ſet my face againſt this city for evil, 
and not for good, faith the Logp : it ſhall be given 
into the hand of the king of Babylon, and he ſhall 
burn it with fire, | 

And touching the houſe of the king of Judah, [ſay,] 
Hear ye the word of the Log; O houſe of David, 
thus faith the Lorp : Execute judgment in the morn- 
ing, referring to their ſitting early in the morning in their 
courts, and deliver [him that is] ſpoiled out of the 
hand of the oppreſſor, leſt my fury go out like fire, and 
burn that none can quench [it,] becauſe of the evil of 
your doings. Behold, I [am] againſt thee, O inha- 
bitant of the valley, [and] rock of the plain, faith the 
Loy; which ſay, Who ſhall come down againſt us? 
or who ſhall enter into our habitations ? But I will 
puniſh you according to the fruit of your doings, faith 
the Lord: and I will kingle a fire in the foreſt there- 
of, and it ſhall devour all things round about it; your 
numerous ſtately buildings, which are like a foreſt, ſhall all 
be deſtroyed. | 

Chap. XXII. Thus faith the Loxp; Go down to 
the houſe of the king of Judah, and ſpeak there this 
word, And fay, Hear the word of the Loxp, O king 
of Judah, that fitteſt upon the throne of David, thou, 
and thy ſervants, and thy people that enter in by theſe 
gates: Thus faith the Logp ; Execute ye judgment 
and righteouſneſs, and deliver the ſpoiled out of the 
hand of the oppreſſor: and do no wrong, do no vio- 
lence to the ſtranger, the fatherleſs, nor the widow, 
neither ſhed innocent blood in this place, For if ye do 
this thing indeed, then ſhall there enter in by the gates 
of this houſe kings fitting upon the throne of David, 
riding in chariots and on horſes, he, and his ſervants, 


and his people. But if ye will not hear theſe words, [ 
{wear 


The people were proud of their fortifications ; part of Jeru- 


ſalem lay in a valley, but mount Zion, which was their fortreſs, 
ſtood upon a rock; and they confided in its ſtrength, as its 
antient inhabitants the Jebuſites had done. 
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ſwear by myſelf, faith the Lok, that this houſe ſhall 
6 become a deſolation. For thus faith the Lozp unto 
the king's houſe of Judah; Thou [art] Gilead unto 
me, for wealth and plenty, [and] the head of Lebanon, 
for ftatelineſs and magnificence : [yet] ſurely I will make 
thee a wilderneſs, [and] cities [which] are not inhabit- 
7 ed. And J will prepare deſtroyers againſt thee, every 
one with his weapons, hat is, hewers with axes in their 
Hands: and they ſhall cut down thy choice cedars, and 
8 caſt [them] into the fire. And many nations ſhall paſs 
by this city, and they ſhall ſay every man to his neigh- 
bour, Wherefore hath the Lozxp done thus unto this 
great city? he once delighted in it, but now it is burned 
9 and deſiroxed. Then they ſhall anſwer, Becauſe they 
have forſaken the covenant of the Loxp their God, and 
worſhipped other gods, and ſerved them, 


REFLECTIONS. 
1. W E muſt not complain when things are bad with 


us, becauſe they may mend. Jeremiah was 
in a very fretful, uneaſy ſituation at the concluſion of the 
laſt chapter. Here we find him applied to by the king; 
an honourable meſſage was ſent him, and great reſpect 
ſhown him. Let us therefore not deſpair when our trou- 
bles are great and heavy, but hope for better days; con- 
tinue to honour God, and then he will honour us. 

2. Thoſe who deſpiſe God's word and miniſters in their 
proſperity, will be glad of their help in the day of affliction. 
This was the cafe with Zedekiah and his people. Jeremiah 
had preached to them in vain, and they had not humbled 
themſelves at the word of the Lord ; but now they defire 
the prophet to enquire of God for them, and to pray for 
them; but the anſwer is a prediction of vengeance. Thoſe 
who affront or forget God, when all goes well and ſmooth, 
will be glad of his help and fly to him in the day of trou- 
ble : eſpecially thoſe who put the evil day far from them. 


Becauſe he hath done wondrous works for others, they 


hope he will do the like for them : but Yet they will not 
imitate their good example; and therefore they have no 
4s reaſon 


IC 


11 
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reaſon to expect it. Let us be ambitious to ſecure the 
divine friendſhip, by obeying his word and hearkening to 
his miniſters; then will he make our proſperity ſafe and 
comfortable, and be our ſupport when trouble cometh 
upon us. | 

3. See how vain all oppoſition to God is, and how 
neceſſary it is that we ſubmit to him. This people truſted 
in the ſtrength of their city, and inſolently faid, « Who 
ſhall enter our habitations?* but God threatens to ſet his 
face againſt them, and to be their enemy ; and then no 
fortification nor power could fave them. Thus confident 
are the hopes of ſinners. But if men will rebel againſt the 
Moft High, he will fight againſt them, v. 5. and who can 
tell the power of his anger? Let us therefore take hold of 
has ſtrength, and be at peace with him. He ſets before us the 
way of life and the way of death very plainly : let us then 
ſubmit to him, obey his word, and live. | 

4. The great deſign of all theſe diſpenſations of provi- 
dence, was to promote righteouſneſs, In all the meſſages 
of Jeremiah and the other prophets to the people, this is 
inſiſted on, that they put away their iniquities; the reign- 
ing vices of the times; that they execute judgment and 
righteouſneſs; do no wrong, but behave in an upright, 
conſcientious manner. The intention of all God's precepts 
and threatenings is to promote righteouſneſs. This ſhows 
of how much importance it is in his fight; how neceſſary 
to ſecure his favour, and the proſperity of the nation. Let 
us therefore follow after righteouſneſs ; for the righteous Lord 
loves it, and it ſhall be well with thoſe who pratiiſe it. 


— tas. 4 _ 
— — 
— 


C HAP. XXII. ro, to the end. 
The judgment of Shallum, of Fehoiakim, and of Coniah, 
EE P ye not for the dead, for king Fo/iah, who 
was ſlain in battle, neither bemoan him: [but] 


weep ſore for him that goeth away: for he ſhall return 
11 no more, nor ſee his native country, For thus faith 


the Loxp touching Shallum, or Jekoahaz, the ſon of 
Joſiah 


10 
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Joſiah king of Judah, which reigned inſtead of Joſiah 
his father, which went forth out of this place; He 

12 ſhall not return thither any more: But he ſhall die in 
the place whither they have led him captive, and ſhall 
ſee this land no more. 

13 Woe unto him that buildeth his houſe by unrigh- 
teouſneſs, and his chambers by wrong; [that] uſeth his 
neighbour's ſervice without wages, and giveth him not 
for his work, but defrauds the workmen of their wages; 

14 That faith, I will build me a wide houſe and large 
chambers, and cutteth him out windows; and [lit is] 

15 cieled with cedar, and painted with vermilion. Shalt 
thou reign, becauſe thou cloſeſt [thyſelf ] in cedar ? 
will thy fine houſe be a fortreſs and à defence to thee ? did 
not thy father eat and drink, and do judgment and 
juſtice, [and] then [it was] well with him? hy father 
lived in an honourable and comfortable manner, f x a4 to 

16 his rank and character. He judged the cauſe of the poor 
and needy ; then [it was] well [with him : was] not this 
to know me? faith the LoxD; this was the effect of his 
piety, and an evidence of his good underſtanding, tho“ he had 

17 not ſo fine a palace. But thine eyes and thine heart [are] 
not but for thy covetouſneſs, and for to ſhed innocent 
blood, and for oppreſſion, and for violence to do lit.] 

18 Therefore thus ſaith the Loxo concerning Jehoiakim 
the ſon of Joſiah king of Judah; They ſhall not 
lament for him, [| ſaying, ] Ah my brother! or, Ah 
ſiſter! they ſhall not lament for him, [ſaying,] Ah 
lord ! or Ah his glory | hey ſhall not lament for him as a 
near relation, nor as a people do for a good prince; all his 

19 glory is vaniſhed and departed, He ſhall be buried with 
the burial of an aſs, drawn and caſt forth beyond the 

gates of Jeruſalem."—A4 meſſage is then ſent to Fehoiakim, 
or Fecomiah his ſon, here called, by way of contempt, Coniah, 
and to the people, 


1 


20 Go 


£ Pharaoh had carried him captive into Egypt, and made Je- 
hoiakim his brother king in his flead; to whom the next words 
belong. 

> Accordingly, Joſephus tells us that he was lain in a ſally, 
when the Chaldeans came againſt Jeruſalem; and that his dead 
body being found, was treated in this contemptuous manner. 


20 


2 


2 


24 


25 


26 


27 
28 
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20 Go up to Lebanon, and cry; and lift up thy voice 
in Baſhan, and cry from the paſſages: for all thy 
lovers are deſtroyed; hy allies, eſpecially the Egyptians, 

21 have failed thee. 1 ſpake unto thee in thy proſperity ; 
[but] thou ſaidſt, I will not hear. This [hath been] 
thy manner from thy youth, that thou obeyedſt not 

22 my voice. The wind ſhall eat up all thy paſtors, and 
thy lovers ſhall go into captivity ; % civil and ecelgſi- 
aſtical governors ſhall be deſtroyed as fruit is by a blaſting 
wind: ſurely then ſhalt thou be aſhamed and con- 

23 founded for all thy wickedneſs, O inhabitant of 
] ebanon, that makeſt thy neſt in the cedars, how gra- 
cious ſhalt thou be, how humble and ſubmiſſive, when 
pangs come upon thee, the pain as of a woman in 

24 travail!* [As] I live, faith the Logo, though Coniah 
the ſon of Jehoiakim king of Judah were the ſignet 
upon my right hand, (a proverbial expreſſion for a thing 
that is very dear and valuable,) yet would I pluck thee 

25 thence; And I will give thee into the hand of them 
that ſeek thy life, and into the hand [of them] whoſe 
face thou feareſt, even into the hand of Nebuchadrez- 
zar king of Babylon, and into the hand of the Chal- 

26 deans. . And 1 will caft thee out, and thy mother that 
bare thee, into another country, where ye were not 

27 born; and there ye ſhall die.“ But to the land 
whereunto they deſire to return, thither ſhall they not 

28 return. [Is] this man Coniah a deſpiſed broken idol? 
[is he] a veſſel wherein [1s] no pleaſure ? to once he wat 
worſhipped like an idol, he ſhall be broken down, flripped of 
his royalty, trodden under foot, and deſpiſed as à broken 
pitcher : wherefore are they caſt out, who would have 
thought he ſhould come to ſuch a condition, he and his ſeed, 
that is, the royal family, or the children born to him in 

Babylon, 

i The jewiſh nation is here compared to a woman living in 
luxury, in a ſplendid palace, wainſcoted with cedar; but, as the 
fineſt houſe would not prevent her pain when travail came upon 


her, ſo God would bring ſuch pains upon them, that all their 
grandeur, magnificence, and pride ſhould not ſupport their hearts 
under it. | 

* As his mother was probably concerned in hardening him 


againſt the meſſages of God, ſo they ſhould be a grief of heart 
to each other, 
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Babylon, (for he had none before the captivity) and are caſt 
29 into a land which they know not? O earth, earth, 
earth, O land of Judah, hear the word of the Lok. 
30 Thus faith the Loxp, Write ye this man childleſs, a 
man [that] ſhall not proſper in his day: for no man of 
his ſeed ſhall proſper, ſitting upon the throne of David, 
and ruling any more in Judah; hat is, he ſhall have no 
child to be his ſucceſſor in the kingdom." 


REFLECTIONS, 


1. ? HEN good men die, and leave wicked child- 


ren behind them, there is more reaſon to weep 


for the children than for the fathers, v. 10. Joſiah was 
much lamented; yet there is little reaſon to lament the 
death of ſuch men; for they are gone to reſt, are taken 
from the evil to come, and received to glory, beyond the 
reach of ſin and ſorrow; but let us weep over their degen- 
erate children, whoſe guilt is aggravated by the inſtructions 
and examples of their pious parents. They bring more diſ- 
honour on religion, and do more miſchief to others, than 
thoſe who have not ſuch advantages; they are ſeldom re- 
claimed, but generally go on to treaſure up to themſelves 
wrath againſt the day of wrath, and the revelation of the righ- 
teous judgment of God. Their caſe is indeed truly pitiable. 

2. See the wickedneſs of injuſtice and oppreſſion. The 
ſources of it are pride and covetouſneſs. Jehoiakim could 
not be content with his father's palace, but muſt have a 
better, Yet he loved his money too well to part with it, 
and therefore never paid his workmen, or not ſo much as 
was their due. Thus many are fond of making a figure in 
life, who yet have not wherewith to ſupport it: they get 
rich by the gains of oppreſſion, and by ſcrewing their 
workmen and ſervants, in order to increaſe their wealth, or 
ſupport their extravagance. But we here ſce that God takes 
notice'of and will puniſh the wrong which 1s done by rich 


and 


1 Zedekiah, his ſucceſſor, being his uncle, none of his poſterity 
ever fat upon the throne: tho' his grandſon Zerubbabel was a 


8 yet the royal power was gone; and he could not be 
aid to ſit upon the throne of David, as he was appointed by 


the king of Perſia. 
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and great men to their poor workmen and labourers; for 
their cry cometh into the ears of the Lord God of hoſts, 

3. It would be more for the honour and happineſs of 
children to imitate theit father's virtues, than to exceed 
them in wealth and grandeur, Jehoiakim is reminded of 
his father's piety and integrity, and of the proſperity and 
honour which attended him. There are many perſons who, 
when they inherit their fathers' ſubſtance, deſpiſe their old 
notions, and faſhions, and way of living ; while they are 
deſtitute of their excellencies. They make thoſe inroads 
on juſtice and charity, which their fathers durſt not have 
done: they are neither ſo juſt in their dealings, ſo cha- 
ritable to the poor, nor ſo generous for the ſupport of 
religion, as their anceſtors were, Yet they think it is 
enough that they are richer than they. A fad exchange! 
Let us conſider what was truly excellent in our predeceſſors, 
and imitate that; and if our circumſtances are better than 
theirs, let us be more generous and charitable than they 
were. All the comfort they had in religion, ſhould recom- 
mend it to us; and we ſhould be followers of them, that 
it may be well with us now and for ever, as it undoubtedly 
is with thoſe who lived and died under its influence. 

4. We are taught the danger of proſperity, Theſe 
unhappy princes are melancholy inſtances how ſadly wealth 
and power may be abuſed; but the worſt effect of proſpe- 
rity is, that it puffs up men's minds, v. 21. They think 
themſelves too wiſe to need advice; deſpiſe the word of God, 
and its preachers ; and take fire at the moſt diſtant hint 
of reproof. It is a wretched thing when proſperity hardens 
the mind againſt religious impreſſions ; when men's hearts 
riſe with their fortunes, and they proceed to contemn God, 
as well as man. The caſe may ſoon be altered with them ; 
and they will then be as abject and mean, as they were 
before inſolent, v. 23. It is well if adverſity makes them 
truly humble and penitent. Let us take heed, brethren, * 
leſt we forget God and our duty in proſperous ſeaſons; and 
therefore, not be high minded, but fear. 


Vol. V. I i CHAP. 
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The prophecy goes on to threaten the rulers and guides of the 
people; but concludes with promiſes of deliverances from cap- 
tivity, of better times under the Meſſiah, and of a future 
reſtoration of the jews to their own land, v. 1—8: the ninth 
verſe begins another ſulject; Feremiah exhorts the people not 
to liſten to falſe prophets, and threatens the pretenders to 
inſpiration and the ſcoffers at true prophecy. 


I OE he unto the paſtors that deſtroy and ſcatter 

the ſheep of my paſture ! ſaith the LoRD; that 

2 is, to the ecclefiaſtical and civil governors, Therefore 
thus faith the Loxp God of Iſrael againſt the paſtors 
that feed, or /hould have fed, my people; Ye have ſcat- 
tered my flock, and driven them away by your ill exam- 
ple and want of care, and have not viſited them: behold, 
I will vifit upon you the evil of your doings, faith the 

3 Loxp. And J will gather the remnant of my flock 
out of all countries whither I have driven them, and 
will bring them again to their folds; and they ſhall be 

4 fruitful and increaſe. And I will ſet up ſhepherds over 
them which ſhall feed them, hat is, governors after the 
captivity, or rather, in the latter days : and they ſhall fear 

no more, nor be diſmayed, neither ſhall they be lack- 
ing, faith the Logo, 

5 Behold, the days come, faith the Logo, that I will 
raiſe unto David a righteous Branch, and a king ſhall 
reign and proſper, and ſhall execute judgment and 
Juſtice in the earth; he hall impartially reward the 

6 righteous and the wicked, In his days Judah ſhall be 
ſaved, and Iſrael ſhall dwell ſafely: and this [is] his 
name whereby he ſhall be called, THE LORD OUR 
RIGHTEOUSNESS, or, this is the name by which 
Fehovah ſhall call kim, OUR RIGHT EOUSNESS, that 

7 is, the means of our juſtification and ſalvation.” There- 
fore, behold, the days come, faith the Logo, that is, 
the latter days, that they ſhall no more ſay, The Loxp 
liveth, which brought up the children of Iſrael out 5 

the 


" See Dr. Blaynzy's note on this paſſage. 
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8 the land of Egypt; But, The Lonxp liveth, which 
brought up and which led the ſeed of the houſe of 
Iſrael out of the north country, and from all countries 
whither I had driven them: and they ſhall dwell in 
their own land; this laſt deliverance ſhall eclipſe the 
former, and be as life from the dead. 

9 Mine heart within me is broken becauſe of the pro- 
phets; all my bones ſhake; I am like a drunken man; 
and like a man whom wine hath overcome, becauſe of 
the Logo, and becauſe of the words of his holineſs, 
which they have profaned; I am deeply affected with their 

10 horrible ſin, and tremble to deliver my meſſage. For the 
land is full of adulterers; for becauſe of ſwearing, or 
perjury, the land mourneth ; the pleaſant places of the 
wilderneſs are dried up, and their courſe is evil, and 
their force [is] not right; heir zeal is not to promote re- 

11 Aion, but wickedneſs, For both prophet and prieſt are 

rofane; yea, in my houſe have I found their wicked- 
neſs, faith the Lorp; I have found their idolatries there. 

12 Wherefore their way ſhall be unto them as ſlippery 
[Ways] in the darkneſs : they ſhall be driven on, and 

all therein; they promiſe others peace and light, but they 
ſhall miſs of both themſelves, and fall and miſcarry in their 
deſigns : for I will bring evil upon them, [even] the 

13 year of their viſitation, faith the LoD. And I have 
ſeen folly in the prophets of Samaria; they have pro- 
pheſied in Baal, and cauſed my people Iſrael to err; I 

14 have ſeen this comparatively as a ſmall matter. I have 
ſeen alſo in the prophets of Jeruſalem an horrible 
thing : they commit adultery, and walk in lies: they 
ſtrengthen alſo the hands of evil doers, that none doth 
return from his wickedneſs ; calling their own fancies 
divine oracles, and promiſing impumity : they are all of 
them unto me as Sodom, and the inhabitants thereof 

15 as Gomorrah, Therefore thus ſaith the Lon of hoſts 

concerning the prophets ; Behold, I will feed them with 
wormwood, and make them drink the water of gall : 
for from the prophets of Jeruſalem is profaneneſs 
gone forth into all the land; they have made others vile 


16 by their counſels and examples. Thus faith the Loxp of 
I 1 2 hoſts, 
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hoſts, Hearken not unto the words of the prophets 
that propheſy unto you: they make you vain, 7hat is, 
deceive you : they ſpeak a viſion of their own heart, 

17 [and] not out of the mouth of the Loxp. They ſay 
ſtill unto them that deſpiſe me, The Lozp hath ſaid 
Ye ſhall have peace: and they ſay unto every one that 
walketh after the imagination of his own heart, No 

18 evil ſhall come upon you. For who hath ſtood in the 
counſel of the Loxb, and who hath perceived and heard 
his word? who hath marked his word, and heard [it;] 
they never took pains to diſtinguiſh my ſuggeſtions from their 
own fooliſh reaſonings, elſe, inſtead of peace, they would have 
19 foretold judgments. Behold, a whirlwind of the Loxp is 
one forth in fury, even a grievous whirlwind : it ſhall 

20 fall grievouſly upon the head of the wicked. The 
anger of the Lord ſhall not return, ſhall not turn back, 

or reſt, until he have executed, and till he have perform- 

ed the thoughts of his heart: in the latter days ye 
ſhall conſider it perfectly; in your captivity and diſtreſs 

ye ſhall un derſtand and conſider the meaning of theſe pro- 
21 Phecies. I have not ſent theſe prophets, yet they ran: 
22 I have not ſpoken to them, yet they propheſied. But 
if they had ſtood in my counſel, and had cauſed my 
people to hear my words, then they ſhould have turned 
them from their evil way, and from the evil of their 

23 doings, they would have had ſome ſucceſs, [Am] I a 
God at hand, faith the Loxp, and not a God afar off? 

in heaven, and not in earth? cannot I diſcern what is doing 

24 at the greateſt diſtance? Can any hide himſelf in ſecret 
places that 1 ſhall not ſee him? faith the Logo : can 
they think to deceive and impoſe upon me? Do not I fill 

25 heaven and earth? faith the Logp. 1 have heard 
what the prophets ſaid, ho" they thought I did not, that 
propheſy lies in my name, ſaying, I have dreamed, I 
have dreamed; I have a divine admonition to deliver. 
26 How long ſhall [this] be in the heart of the prophets 
that propheſy lies? yea, [they are] prophets of the 

27 deceit of their own heart; Which think, or contrive, to 
cauſe my people to forget my name by their dreams 
which they tell every man to his neighbour, 7 8 
athers 
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fathers have forgotten my name for Baal; their de/ign il 

is to lead them to idolatry, and to forget me and my laws, [ 

28 The prophet that hath a dream, let him tell a dream 1 

tell it as a dream that deſerves no regard; and he that * 
hath my word, let him ſpeak my word faithfully : 
What [is] the chaff to the wheat? ſaith the Long, 
there is as much difference between true and falſe prophets, 
and their way of preaching, as between chaff and wheat. 

0 [Is] not my word like as a fire? ſaith the Loxo; and 
like a hammer [that] breaketh the rock in pieces ? 
that breaks thro* all oppoſition, and ſubdues the moſt ob- 
durate hearts ; and the words of the true prophets had often 
this eſtect, which was a proof that they were not counterfeit, 

30 Therefore, behold, I ſam] againſt the prophets, faith 
the Lorp, that ſteal my words every one from his 
neighbour, that is, ſome of their good ſayings, and apply 
them to their own purpoſes , imitating their manner of ad- 

31 dreſs. Behold, I [am] againſt the prophets, faith the 
Lok, that uſe, or ſinooth, their tongues, and ſay, He 
ſaith ; pretending a divine authority for what they deliver. 

32 Behold, I [am] againſt them that propheſy falſe , 
dreams, faith the Loxy, and do tell them, and cauſe 
my people to err by their lies and by their lightneſs ; 
their unſteady and inconſiſtent conduct; yet I ſent them not, 
nor commanded them : therefore they ſhall not profit 
this people at all, ſaith the Logo. 

33 And when this people, or the prophet, or a prieſt, 
ſhall aſk thee, ſaying, What [is] the burden of the 
Logo? when they meet thee, and aſk in a taunting and 
ſeornful way, what the burden of the Lord now is; (as 
propheces are often called, becauſe they contained very weighty 
and important matters; thou ſhalt then ſay unto them, 
What burden? I will even forſake you, faith the Logo ; 
or rather, Ye are the burden, and I will caſt you off, ſaith the 

34 Lord. And [as for] the prophet, and the prieſt, and the 
people, that ſhall ſay, The burden of the Lok, I will 

35 even puniſh that man and his houſe. Thus ſhall ye ſay 
every one to his neighbour, and every one to his bro- 
ther, inſtead of that profane jeſpig language, you ſhould ſay, 
What hath the Lord anſwered ? and, What hath the 

TS Lorp 


6 
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36 Loxp ſpoken? And the burden of the Lox ſhall ye 


mention no more : for every man's word ſhall be his 
burden; he that makes a jeſt of it ſhall feel it; for ye 
have perverted the words of the living God, of the 
Loxp of hoſts our God, who is able to accompliſh his 
37 threatenings. Thus ſhalt thou ſay to the prophet, 
What hath the Loxp anſwered thee ? and, What hath 
38 the Loxp ſpoken? But ſince ye ſay, or, if ye will ſay, 
The burden of the Lorp; therefore thus faith the 
Loxp; Becauſe ye ſay this word, The burden of the 
LoxD, and I have ſent unto you, ſaying, Ye ſhall not 
39 fay, The burden of the Logp: Therefore, behold, I, 
even I, will utterly forget you, and I will forſake you, 
and the city that I gave you and your fathers, [and caff 
40 you] out of my preſence : And I will bring an everlaſt- 
ing reproach upon you, and a perpetual ſhame, which 
ſhall not be forgotten. | 


REFLECTIONS. 


I. E T us regard Jeſus Chriſt in the view in which he 
| is here foretold: as a Branch of David, in whom 
the prophecies are fulfilled ; and as our Righteouſneſs, as 
one who is perfectly righteous himſelf, and who wrought 
out righteouſneſs for his people, The dignity of his per- 
ſon, the excellency of his character, and his divine ap- 
+a all join to render him a complete Saviour, 
ay we then /ook to him, and be ſaved, Hemwill take care 
of his church, and provide for his flock, when thoſe who 
ſhould feed it, negle& it; and thoſe who ſhould defend 
it, devour it. | 
2, Let us reverence the omniſcience of God. Theſe 
prophets would not have been ſo wicked; nor the people 
ſo eaſily impoſed upon, had they not forgotten this, and 
ſaid, 7 he Lord doth not ſee. But there is no concealing any 
thing from him; no impoſing upon him ; darkneſs and 
diſtance are no obſtruction to his view, Let us reflect 
ſerioufly on this; be afraid of ſecret fins; and approve 
ourſelves to him, 
3. Let us admire the power of the word of God. It is 
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as fire, and as a hammer; diſſolving the ſtubborn ſpirit ; 
2 the moſt rocky heart. It has a wonderful efficacy 


for theſe purpoſes; and it is a proof of its divine authority 


when ſuch effects attend it. Let us pray that it may have 
this effect upon our ſouls; and inſtead of being a ſavour of 
death may be a ſavour of life to them. 5 

4. Here is an awful leſſon to miniſters to preach 
God's word faithfully, and to deal plainly with immortal 
ſouls. What a number of expreſſions have we here of 
God's diſpleaſure againſt falſe prophets and deceivers ! 
May miniſters take warning, and not ſmooth their 
tongues, but ſhow men their tranſgreflions. May they 
never ſtrengthen the hands of the wicked, by promiſing 
them peace ; by lowering the terms of ſalvation, or weak- 
ening the threatenings of God's word. May they never 
lead people to ſubſtitute any thing for real holineſs. To 
ſay nothing but what is pleaſing and plauſible; to be 
more fearful of offending man than God, are proofs that 
they never ſtood in his counſel, nor underſtood his words. 
This is doing men the greateſt miſchief imaginable. May 
they therefore watch for ſouls, as thoſe that muſt give an 
account. 

5. See the evil and danger of making a jeſt of ſcripture 
truths, or ſcripture language. This was the fin of the jews ; 
we ſee how highly God reſented it; and how awfully he 
forbids it, on pain of his higheſt diſpleaſure. It is com- 


mon for men to turn ſacred things into ridicule, and to 


make a jeſt of the language of miniſters, tho? it be the lan- 
guage of ſcripture, and the language of the Spirit of God. 
Sometimes thoſe who profeſs godlineſs will uſe ſcripture 
phraſes and expreſſions in a light, trifling manner, and 
make it their jeſt, when perhaps they have no evil inten- 
tion. But let them beware of this, leſt their own tongues 
fall upon them, v. 36. They who allow themſelves in this 
indecent, irreverent, profane language, will hereafter per- 
fectly underſtand what it is to trifle with ſacred things, and 
what a fearful thing it is to fall into the hands of the living 
God, God and his word jeſt with no man, and therefore 
they are not to be jeſted with, 

| 114 CHAP, 
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CHAP. XXIV. 


In the former chapter the ruin of Jeruſalem and the jewiſh ſtate 


was foretold; here, for the encouragement of the prophet and 
the pious people in the land, it is declared, that tho“ all 
ſhould ſuffer, God would make a diſtinction between the pre- 
cious and the vile. 


I HE Lorp ſhowed me, and, behold, two baſkets 
of figs [were] ſet before the temple of the 
Lonp, theſe were offered, according 10 the law, as part of 
their firſt fruits, after that Nebuchadrezzar king of 
Babylon had carried away captive Jeconiah the ſon of 
Jehoiakim king of Judah, and the princes of Judah, 
with the carpenters and fmiths, from Jeruſalem, and had 
brought them to Babylon; hecauſe they wanted theſe moſt, 
or to prevent the jews fortifying their city and making wea- 
2 pons. One baſket [had] very good figs, [even] like 
the figs [that are] firſt ripe : and the other baſket [had] 
very naughty figs, which could not be eaten, they were 
3 ſo bad. Then faid the Loxp unto me, What ſeeſt 
thou, Jeremiah ? And T faid, Figs; the good figs, 
very good; and the evil, very evil, that cannot be 
eaten, they are ſo evil. vl 
4 Again the word of the Loxp came unto me, ſaying, 
5 Thus faith the Loxp, the God of Iſrael; Like theſe 
good figs, ſo will I acknowledge, or diſtinguiſh, them 
that are carried away captive of Judah, whom I have 
ſent out of this place into the land of the Chaldeans 
for [their] good, or, in a favourable manner; that is, I 
will ſhow them favour, and make their captivity work for 
6 their good,” For J will ſet mine eyes upon them for 
good, and I will bring them again to this land: and I 
will build them, and not pull [them] down; and Iwill 
plant them, and not pluck [them] up; Twill give them 
favour in the land of their captivity, and bring them or 
| _ their 


* Probably moſt of theſe were pious men: God might influence 
the hearts of the conquerors to take ſuch, while thoſe who ſtayed 
behind thought themſelves better beloved of God than their bre- 
thren who were carried captive; but God would ſhow them the 
contrary, 


JEREMIAH. XXIV. 608 


their poſterity back, and fix them in a ſtate of proſperity. 

7 And I will give them an heart to know me, that I 
ſam] the Lorp : and they ſhall be my people, and I 
will be their God: for they ſhall return unto me with 
their whole heart; they ſpall know God practically, re- 
nounce their idolatry, return to their duty, and live in the 
fear of God, and in obedience to his commands.* 

8 And as the evil figs, which cannot be eaten, they 
are ſo evil; ſurely thus ſaith the Lozp, So will I give 
Zedekiah the king of Judah, and his princes, and the 
reſidue of Jeruſalem, that remain in this land, and 
them that dwell in the land of Egypt, that went to ſettle 

g in Egypt for ſecurity : And I will deliver them to be re- 
moved into all the kingdoms of the earth for [their] 
hurt, [to be] a reproach and a proverb, a taunt, and a 
curſe, in all places whither I ſhall drive them; they 
ſhall be ſignal inſtances of God's diſpleaſure, and become ſo 
contemptible and miſerable, that the common form of curſing 

10 ſhall be, God make you like them.” And I will ſend the 
ſword, the famine, and the peſtilence, among them, 
till they be conſumed from off the land that I gave 
unto them and to their fathers ; I will ſend one calamity 
after another upon them, ſo that neither they nor their 
poſterity ſhall ever return to their own land. 


REELECTIONS., 


HIS ſhort chapter is exceeding uſeful, as it gives 
* us a key to ſome of the moſt myſterious diſpenſa- 
tions of providence. We learn, 

1, That one event in this reſpe& happens to all, The 
good and the bad alike are carried captive; there is no 
knowing good or evil by any thing that happens under the ſun. 
Therefore we muſt not cenſure or judge our brethren, when 
they meet with great calamities, nor reckon their ſufferings 
to be divine judgments, 


2. We 


o Their former calamities had no ſuch effect, but ſeemed rather 
to harden them; this therefore could not be a conjecture of Jere- 
' miah's, for it was a moſt unlikely thing; but the ſpirit of pro- 

phecy plainly appears in it. 
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2. We ſee how differently the ſame afflictions work upon 
the good and bad. Theſe firſt captives ſeemed to be in 
very deplorable circumſtances; they were driven from their 
country ; loſt their eſtates, their ſubſtance, and liberty ; 
and were carried into a heathen land, among ſtrangers, 
enemies, and oppreſſors; far from their friends, and the 
houſe and ordinances of God. Yet this was all for their 

ood ; to cure them of idolatry, and bring them to know 
and ſerve the God of Iſrael: while their countrymen, tho? 
ſpared for a time, were at length carried away for their 
hurt and ruin. Thus afflictions are ſtill different in their 
effects on the righteous and on the wicked. God's inten- 
tions to his people are moſt kind when his judgments ſeem 
moſt ſevere : but to his enemies they are not the correction 
of a father, but the ſword of an executioner. 

3. We are here taught the deſign of afflictions, v. 7. 
viz. to bring us to know God, to return to him with our whole 
heart, and ſo become his people. Tho' afflictions are 
adapted to anſwer this end, yet they will not do it without 
divine agency; therefore God promiſes, I will give them 
onheart to know me, that I am the Lord. This therefore 
ſhould be the ſubje& of our prayers, eſpecially in ſeaſons 
of diſtreſs, that God would give us ſuch an heart: and 
then will he fulfil that glorious promiſe, that all things Hal! 
work together for our good. 


CH AP. XXV. 


This chapter contains a prophecy of the deſtruction of Judea and 
the neighbouring countries by Nebuchaduezzar. 


1 HE word that came to Jeremiah concerning all 
the people of Judah in the fourth year of Jehoi- 
akim the ſon of Joſiah king of Judah, when he reigned 
 wvith his father, that [was] the firſt year of Nebuchad- 
rezzar king of Babylon, and then 1he ſeventy years of cap- 
2 tivity began, The which Jeremiah the prophet ſpake 
unto all the people of Judah, and to all the inhabitants 
3 of Jeruſalem, ſaving, From the thirteenth year of 
| Joſiah 
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Joſiah the ſon of Amon king of Judah, even unto this 

day, that [is] the three and twentieth year, the word 

of the Loxp hath come unto me, and I have fpoken 

unto you, rifing early and ſpeaking ; but ye have not 

4 hearkened. And the Lord hath ſent unto you all his 

ſervants the prophets, riſing early and ſending [them ;] 

but ye have not hearkened, nor inclined your ear to 

5 hear. They ſaid, Turn ye again now every one from 

his evil way, and from the evil of your doings, and 

dwell in the land that the Loxp hath given unto you 

6 and to your fathers for ever and ever: And go not after 

other gods to ſerve them; and to worſhip them, and 

rovoke me not to anger with the works of your 

7 hands; and I will do you no hurt. Yet ye have not 

hearkened unto me, ſaith the Logp; that ye might 

provoke me to anger with the works of your hands to 
your own hurt. 

8 Therefore thus ſaith the Lorp of hoſts; Becauſe ye 

9 have not heard my words, Behold, I will ſend and 

take all the families of the north, ſaith the Logp, and 

Nebuchadrezzar the king of Babylon, my ſervant, 

whom I will make uſe of as a ſcourge upon the nations, and 

will bring them againſt this land, and againſt the in- 

habitants thereof, and againſt all theſe nations round 

about, and will utterly deſtroy them, and make them 

an aſtoniſhment, and an hifling, and perpetual deſola- 

10 tions. Moreover 1 will take from them the voice of 

mirth, and the voice of gladneſs, the voice of the 

bridegroom, and the voice of the bride, the ſound of 

the milſtones, and the light of the candle; they ſhall 

11 have neither trade nor pleaſure. And this whole land 

ſhall be a deſolation, [and] an aſtoniſhment; and theſe 

nations ſhall ſerve the king of Babylon ſeventy years. 

5 12 And it ſhall come to paſs, when ſeventy years are 

accompliſhed, [that] I will puniſh the king of Babylon, 

and that nation, faith the Lok, for their iniquity, and 

the land of the Chaldeans, and will make it perpetual 

13 deſolations. And I will bring upon that land all my [/ 

1 words which ! kave pronounced againſt it, [even] all 

f that is written in this book, which Jeremiah hath pro- 

b | pheſied 
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14 pheſied againſt all the nations. For many nations and 


great kings ſhall ſerve themſelves of them alſo ; or, for 
of them, even of theſe, ſhall many nations and great kings 
exact ſervice; that is, Cyrus and Darius, the Medes and 
Perſians, and their allies: and I will recompenſe them 
according to their deeds, and according to the works 

of their own hands. 
is For thus faith the Lox D God of Iſrael unto me; 
Take the-wine cup of this fury at my hand, and cauſe 
all the nations, to whom ] ſend thee, to drink it, that 
16 ts, propheſy againſt them. And they ſhall drink, and 
be moved, and be mad, they ſhall be ac loſe 
their underſtanding, and att like madmen, becauſe of the 
17 ſword that I will ſend among them. Then took I the 
cup at the Lorp's hand, and made all the nations to 
drink, to whom the Lone had ſent me; an alluſion to 
the cuſtom of drinking round in company; and the prophets 
18 are ſaid to do that which they foretold God would do: [To 
wit, ] Jeruſalem, and the cities of Judah, and the kings 
thereof, and the princes thereof, to make them a deſo- 
lation, an aſtoniſhment, an hiſſing, and a curſe ; as 
[it is] this day; the judgment is already begun in Fudea, 
19 and ſome are carried captive; Pharaoh king of Egypt, 
and his ſervants, and his princes, and all his people; 
20 And all the mingled people, and all the kings of the 
land of Uz, and all the kings of the land of the Phi- 
liſtines, and Aſhkelon, and Azzah, or Gaza, and 
Ekron, and the remnant of Aſhdod, @ mingled people 
near the Red fea, governors of little ſtates, and heads of 
21 clans, Edom, and Moab, and the children of Ammon, 
22 And all the kings of Tyrus, and all the kings of 
Zidon, and the kings of the ifles which [are] beyond 
the ſea, or, regions by the ſea fide, which lay on the mid- 
23 land ſea, what wwe call the Levant, Dedan, and Tema, 
and Buz, and all [that are] in the utmoſt corners, tha! 
have their coaſt inſulated, or their hair polled, that is, the 
24 Arabian clans, And all the kings of Arabia, and all 
the kings of the mingled people that dwell in the 
25 deſert, And all the kings of Zimri, and all the kings 
26 of Elam, and all the kings of the Medes, And all the 
kings 
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kings of the north, far and near, one with another, 
and all the kingdoms of the world, which ſ are] upon 
the face of tli earth ; the whole empire of Nebuchadnez- 
zar, who had conquered almoſt. all the earth : and the king 

of Sheſhach, that is, Babylon, ſhall drink after them. 

27 Therefore thou ſhalt ſay unto them, Thus faith the 
Lokp of hoſts, the God of Iſrael ; Drink ye, and be 
drunken, and ſpew, and fall, and riſe no more, be- 
cauſe of the ſword which I will fend among you; that 

is, ye ſhall do ſo, and be ſo confounded, that ye Jhall not be 

28 able to do any thing, either by ſkill or force, And it ſhall 
be, if they refuſe to take the cup at thine hand to 
drink, then ſhalt thou ſay unto them, Thus faith the 

29 Logp of hoſts, Ye ſhall certainly drink. For, lo, I 
begin to bring evil on the city which 1s called by my 
name, and ſhould ye be utterly unpuniſhed ? Ye ſhall 
not be unpuniſhed : for I will call for a ſword u upon all 
the inhabitants of the earth, ſaith the Lobo of hoſts, 
for learning your idolatry, and therefore certainly upon you 
30 who taught them. Therefore propheſy thou againſt them 
all theſe words, and fay unto them, The Lonp ſhall 
roar from on high, and utter his voice from his holy 
habitation; he ſhall mightily roar upon his habitation; 

he ſhall give a ſhout, as they that tread [the grapes, 
againſt all the inhabitants of the earth; that is, he ſhall 
make himſelf known by denouncing and executing dreadful 

31 judgments. A noiſe ſhall come [even] to the ends of 
the earth; for the Lonxp hath a controverſy with the 
nations, he will plead with all fleſh ; he will judge them 
and ſet himſelf againſt them ; he will give them [that are] 

32 wicked to the ſword, faith the Lond. Thus faith the 
Lonp of hoſts, Behold, evil ſhall go forth from na- 
tion to nation, and a great whirlwind ſhall be raiſed up 

33 from the coaſts of the earth. And the ſlain of the 
Lox ſhall he at that day from [one] end of the earth 
even unto the [other] end of the earth : they ſhall not 


be lamented, neither gathered, nor buried; they ſhall - 


be dung upon the ground. 
34 , Howl, ye ſhepherds, ye princes and magiſtrdtes, and 
cry ; and wallow yourſelves 2 the aſhes, ] ye gt 


« 
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of the flock, ye great men: for the days of your ſlaugh- 
ter and of your diſperſions are accompliſned; and ye 
ſhall fall like a pleaſant veſſel that is broken, and no 
35 longer valued or regarded. And the ſhepherds ſhall have 
no way to flee, nor the principal of the flock: to eſcape. 
36. A voice of the cry of the ſhepherds, and an howling of 
the principal of the flock, [ſhall be heard: ] for the 
37 Lord hath ſpoiled their paſture. And the peaceable 
habitations, or, the habitations of Salem, or Jeruſalem, its 
palaces and houſes, are cut down becauſe of the fierce 
38 anger of the LoxD. He hath forſaken his covert, as 
the lion, who is come abroad to range for prey: for their 
land is deſolate becauſe of the fierceneſs of the oppreſ- 
for, and becauſe of his fierce anger. 


REFLECTION S. 
I. (3 OD keeps an exact account what religious ad- 


vantages we have been favoured with, and how 
long we have enjoyed them, v. 3, 4. He reminds the 
jews of this, to ſhame their ignorance and diſobedience, 
An awful thought: which it becomes us to enter into, that 
we may conſider what improvement we have made of our 
advantages, and what account we ſhall give of them, when 
for all theſe things God ſhall bring us into judgment. 

2, See what uſe God makes of the princes of the earth ; 
to execute his purpoſes, v. 9. Nebuchadnezzar was pur- 
ſuing his ambitious, covetous ends; but God was fulfilling 
his own deſigns by him. Thoſe who are moſt troubleſome 
to God's people, are but his rod: the tyrants and con- 
querors of the earth are but fulfilling his pleaſure : and at 
length their time ſhall come to fall, their ambition and 
cruelty ſhall be puniſhed. It is not what men do, but the 
temper and principle from which they do it, that renders 
them acceptable to God: let us therefore judge nothing 
before the time. «30 

3. See what it 1s that provokes God to puniſh, viz. 
diſobedience, v. 6. Let ſinners take warning, and return 
to God and their duty; then they will eſcape final hurt. 
Let God's people be careful to behave in an holy, regular 

manner; 
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manner; then, tho' he may chaſten them for the trial and 
improvement of their graces, it will be all for their good. 

4. If God afflicts his own people, what have not his 
enemies to fear? v. 29. If Judah, that had ſome good 
people among them, ſuffered ſo much, ſurely the idola- 
trous nations about them would ſuffer more. If good 
men are afflicted, what muſt the wicked expect? For the 
time is come that judgment muſt begin at the houſe of God: and 
if it firſt begin at us, what ſhall the end be of them that obey 
uot the goſpel of God? And if the righteous ſcarcely be ſaved, 
where ſhall the ungodly and the ſinner appear? 

5. Let us obſerve and lament the miſeries and deſola- 
tions of war. The nations are here deſcribed as all drunk- 
en and infatuated ; which, by the way, ſhows us what a 
beaſtly, deteſtable vice drunkenneſs is. God makes uſe of 
this emblem to ſhow how they ſhould ſtagger in their 
counſels ; be all in perplexity and confuſion, and totally 
incapable of defending themſelves; the ſtrongeſt and great- 
eſt men ſhould be thrown into hurry and conſternation ; the 
peaceable habitations deſtroyed ; and the quiet in the land 
tuffer, as well as others. This is a caſe much to be la- 
mented ; and the continuance of the divine diſpleaſure on 
the nations deprecated, But whatever the times are, let 
the wicked remember, that in ie hand of the Lord there :s 
a cup, and the wine is red; it is full of mixture, and the dregs 


thereof all the wicked of the earth ſhall wring them out, and 
drink them. 


CHAP. XXVI. 


This chapter gives an account of the danger which Jeremiah vas 
brought into for delivering his meſſage from the Lord faith- 
fully. 

I I N the beginning of the reign of Jehoiakim the ſon 
of Joſiah king of Judah came this word from the 

2 Lord, ſaying, Thus faith the Loxp; Stand in the 
court of the Loxp's houſe, probably at one of the ſolemn 
feaſts, and ſpeak unto all the cities of Judah, which 


cone 
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come to worſhip in the Loxp's houſe, all the words 
that I command thee to ſpeak unto them; diminiſh not 
a word, as you may be tempted to do, the meſſage being /0 

3 likely to provoke them: If ſo be they will hearken, and 
turn every man from his evil way, that I may repent 
me of the evil, which I purpoſe to do unto them be- 

4 cauſe of the evil of their doings. And thou ſhalt ſay 
unto them, Thus faith the Loxp; If ye will not 
hearken to me to walk in my law, which I have ſet 

5 before you: To hearken to the words of my ſervants the 
prophets, whom I ſent unto you, both rifing up early, 

6 and ſending them, ] but ye have not hearkened ; Then 
will I make this houſe like Shiloh, and will make this 
city a curſe to all the nations of the earth; when a curſe 
is denounced upon a city, it hall be, God make it like 

7 Feruſalem.” So the prieſts and the falſe prophets and 
all the people heard Jeremiah ſpeaking theſe words in 
the houſe of the Lokp, that is, in one of the courts, which 
were all called the houſe, or temple. 

3 Now it came to pals, when Jeremiah had made an 
end of ſpeaking all that the Loxp had commanded 
[him]to ſpeak unto all the people, that the prieſts and 
the prophets and all the people took him, ſaying, Thou 
ſhalt ſurely die, becauſe thou haſt diſturbed the government, 

9 and diſcouraged the people from defending their country. Why 
haſt thou propheſied in the name of the Lox, ſaying, 
This houſe ſhall be like Shiloh, and this city ſhall be 
deſolate without an inhabitant? And all the people 
were gathered againſt Jeremiah in the houſe of the 
Lorp, and laid an information againſt him before the 

10 princes, in the courts of juſtice, When the princes of 
Judah heard theſe things, then they came up from the 
king's houſe unto the houſe of the Logp, and fat down 
in the entry of the new gate of the Loxp's [ houſe, ] 

11 at which gate the court ſat, as uſual. Then ſpake the 
prieſts and the prophets unto the princes and to all the 
people, ſaying, This man [is] worthy to die; for he 

hath propheſied againſt this city, as ye have heard with 
your ears, 


12 Then ſpake Jeremiah unto all the princes and to all 
the 
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the people, ſaying, The Los p ſent me to heſy 
yoo + this hook and againſt this city all the . that 

ye have heard; I have ſaid nothing but what God com- 
13 manded me. Therefore now amend your ways and your 
doings, and obey the voice of the Lorn your God; 
and the LorD will repent him of the evil that he hath 
pronounced againſt you; repeating his meſſage very 
14 courageouſſy, and adding, As for me, behold, I [am] 
in your hand: do with me as ſeemeth good and meet 
unto you ; if God ſee fit to permit you to put me to death, 
15 1 am ſatisfied I cannot die in a better cauſe. But know 
ye for certain, that if ye put me to death, ye ſhall 
ſurely bring innocent blood upon yourſelves, and upon 
this city, and upon the inhabitants thereof : for of a 
truth the Loxp hath ſent me unto you to ſpeak all 
theſe words in your ears. 
16 Then faid the princes and all the people unto the 
- prieſts and to the prophets ; This man [is] not worthy 
to die: for he hath ſpoken to us in the name of the 
Loxrp our God; the princes and people hearing his apology 
17 were for ſparing him. Then roſe up certain of the elders 
of the land, and ſpake to all the aſſembly of the people, 
18 ſaying, Micah the Moraſthite prophefied in the days 
of Hezekiah king of Judah, and ſpake to all the peo- 
ple of Judah, ſaying, Thus faith the Lorp of hoſts; 
Zion ſhall be ploughed [like] a field, and Jeruſalem 
ſhall become heaps, and the mountain of the houſe, 
the hill on which the temple ſtands, as the high places of 
19 a foreſt, overgrown with thorns and briers. Did Heze- 
kiah king of Judah and all Judah put him at all to 
death? did he not fear the Lorn, and beſought the 
Lord, and the Lord repented him of the evil which 
he had pronounced _ them ? Thus might we 
procure great evil againit our ſouls by deſtroying Feremiah, 
20 And there was alſo a man that propheſied in the name 
of the Lorp, Urijah the fon of Shemaiah of Kirjath- 
jearim, who Wn ane againſt this city and againſt . 
21 this land according to all the words of Jeremiah : And 
when Jehoiakim the king, with all his mighty men, 
and all the princes, heard his words, the king ſought 
Vor. V, K k to 
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to put him to death: but when Urijah heard it, he 
22 was afraid, and fled, and went into Egypt. And 
Jehoiakim the king ſent men into Egypt, [namely,] 
Elnathan the ſon of Achbor, and [certain] men with 

23 him into Egypt And they fetched forth Urijah out 
of Egypt, and brought him unto Jehoiakim the king; 
who flew him with the ſword,? and caſt his dead body 

| into the graves of the common people; being probably 
deſcended from ſome good family, he would not ſuffer him to 

be buried with his anceſtors, but interred him with common 

24 People, or malefatlors, Nevertheleſs the hand of Ahi- 
kam the ſon of Shaphan, a perſon of great influence, and 

a miniſter in Foſiah's court, (2 Kings xxii. 12.) was with 
Jeremiah, that they ſhould not give him into the hand 

of the people to put him to death; ke interpoſed, and 
reſcued him. 


REFLECTIONS. 
45 OW fit is it for the Lord's miniſters to be faith- 


ful and courageous in delivering their meſſages ! 
Jeremiah was commanded not to diminiſh a word; not to 
put his meſſage into leſs offenſive expreſſions, than thoſe 
in Which he received it; and God Efended him, while 
Uryah's cowardice coft him his life. Thus muſt chriſtian 
miniſters act; faithfully and boldly reprove the vices 
— which are found among thoſe whom they addreſs, and 
declare the whole counſel of God; never diminiſhing a word, 
either thro? fear, favour, or flattery. If they keep cloſe to 
their inſtructions, the God whom they ſerve will bear them 
out, however men may be offended at them. And their 
being offended is indeed not much to be regarded, fince 
none will. be ſo, but thoſe who know in their own conſcien- 
ces that they are guilty of the vices reproved. 
2. See the influence which God has over the ſpirits of 
men, 
P This ſtory is no where elſe recorded. Many prophets were 
injured and deſtroyed, that we read nothing of in the ſcripture 
hiſtory, This ſtory was alleged by Jeremiah's enemies, as a precedent 
for ee, ſuch a perſon to death; tho' ſome think it was recorded 
© 


" himſelt or the hiſtorian, to ſhow the goodneſs of God in preſerving 
nim. 
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men, and how eaſily he can turn them. The people were 
at firſt for having Jeremiah put to death ; then, when they 
heard his defence, they were for having him ſpared. Upon 
a precedent being quoted for putting him to death (even 
the caſe of Urijah) it ſeems that they altered their ſenti- 
ments again, but Ahikam ſaved him. How little depend- 
ance is to be had upon popular cries, whether for or againſt 
a man ! God raiſed up a friend for Jeremiah. This ſhould 
engage us to be firm and reſolute in the cauſe of God and 
religion, fince he knows how to deliver the godly out of 
their tribulations. The wicked watcheth the righteous, and 
ſeeketh to flay im; but the Lord will not leave him in his hand, 
nor condemn him when he is judged. Pſalm xxxvii. 32, 33. 


* a 
— — — — 


CHAP, XXVIL 


* Under the type of bonds and yokes, Feremiah propheſieth the 
ſubduing of the neighbouring kings by Nebuchadnezzar. 


1 F N the beginning of the reign of Jehoiakim * the ſon 
of Jofiah king of Judah came this word unto 
2 Jeremiah from the Lozp, ſaying, Thus faith the Loxp 
to me; Make thee bonds and yokes, and put them 
3 upon thy neck,” And ſend them to the king of Edom, 
and to the king of Moab, and to the king of the Am- 
monites, and to the king of Tyrus, and to the king of 
Zidon, by the hand of the meſſengers which come to 
Jeruſalem unto Zedekiah king of Judah, that is, am- 
baſſadors, who came to congratulate Zedekiali on his acce/- 
fron; or rather, to concert meaſures to throw off the yoke of 
4 the king of Babylon, And command them to ſay unto 
| K k 2 their 
1 Some careleſs tranſcriber has put, by miſtake, Jehoiakim for 
Zedekiah, as appears from ſeverat verſes in this chapter, and the 
beginning of the next. Miſtakes of names and dates muſt often 
happen in tranſcribing antient books; but they no way affect 
their general credibility, and but ſeldom their ſenſe. 
” The prophets uſed to propheſy by figns and actions, as well 
as by words. The yoke conſiſted of two boards, with holes cut 
in the middle to fit the neck, and were tied together with bands ; 


ſo. that. it was ſomewhat like our pillories, only theſe lay on their 
toulders; and they put them on malefactors, as we do fetters, 
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their maſters, Thus ſaith the Lord of hoſts, the God 
5 of Iſrael; Thus ſhall ye ſay unto your maſters; I have 
made the earth, the man and the beaſt that [are] upon 
the ground, by my great power and by my out-ſtretched 
arm, and have given it unto whom it ſeemed meet unto 
6 me. And now havel given all theſe lands into the hand 
of Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, my ſervant ; 
and the beaſts of the field, heir cattle, in which muck of 
their ſubſtance conſiſted, have I given him alſo to ſerve him. 
'7 And all nations ſhall ſerve him, and his ſon, and his 
ſon's ſon, that is, Belſhazzar, Nebuchadnezzar's grandſon, 
until the very time of his land come, he time of his 
vi/iting and reckoning with them : and then many nations 
and great kings ſhall ſerve themſelves of him, hat is, 
8 ſhall exact ſervice of him.“ And it ſhall come to pals, 
[that] the nation and kingdom which will not ſerve the 
ſame Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, and that 
will not put their neck under the yoke of the king of 
Babylon, that nation will I puniſh, faith the Lokp, 
with the ſword, and with the famine, and with the 
peſtilence, until I have conſumed them by his hand.“ 
9 Therefore hearken not ye to your prophets, nor to 
your diviners, nor to your dreamers, nor to your en- 
chanters, nor to your ſorcerers, which ſpeak unto you, 
10 ſaying, Ye ſhall not ſerve the king of Babylon: For 
they propheſy a lie unto you, to remove you far from 
your land, and that I ſhould drive you out, and ye 
ſhould periſh; if therefore you ſuffer yourſelves to be 
11 deceived by them. ye ſhall be removed. But the nations 
that bring their neck under the yoke of the king of 
Babylon, and ſerve him, thoſe will I let remain till in 
their own land, faith the LORD; and they ſhall till it, 
and dwell therein ; they ſhall become his tributaries, and 
probably live better than they did before. 
12 l ſpake alſo to Zedekiah king of Judah according to 
all theſe words, ſaying, Bring your necks under the 
This is a remarkable prophecy, as the empire of Babylon 


was now in its greateſt power and glory: but it never made any 
figure after the Perſians conquered it. 

t This threatening was executed by ſome parts of his army 
haraſing their country, during the thirteen years that he beſieged 


l yie. | 
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yoke of the king of Babylon, and ſerve him and his 
13 people, and live.“ Why will ye die, thou and thy 
people, by the ſword, by the famine, and by the 
peſtilence, as the Lok hath ſpoken againſt the nation 
14 that will not ſerve the king of Babylon? Therefore 
hearken not unto the words of the prophets that ſpeak 
unto you, ſaying, Ye ſhall not ſerve the king of Baby- 
15 lon: for they propheſy a lie unto you. For 1 have 
not ſent them, faith the Lorp, yet they propheſy a lie 
in my name; that I may drive you out, and that ye 
might periſh, ye, and the prophets that propheſy unto 


ou. 

16 a Alſo I ſpake to the prieſts and to all this people; tho? 
they were my inveterate enemies, who had endeavoured to 
take away my life, yet I faithfully warned them, and thus 
endeavoured to preſerve theirs, ſaying, Thus faith the 
Lorp; Hearken not to the words of your prophets 
that propheſy unto you, ſaying, Behold, the veſſels of 
the Loxb's houſe, w/ich have been taken away in the two 
former reigns, ſhall now ſhortly be brought again from 

17 Babylon: for they propheſy a lie unto you. Hearken 
not unto them ; ſerve the king of Babylon, and live : 

18 wherefore ſhould this city be Faid waſte ? But if the 
[be] prophets, and if the word of the Lok be with 
them, let them now make interceſſion to the Lord of 
hoſts, that the veſſels which are left in the houſe of the 
Lok, and [in] the houſe of the king of Judah, and at 
Jeruſalem, go not to Babylon. | 

19 For thus faith the Lorp of hoſts concerning the 
pillars, and concerning the ſea, and concerning the 
baſes, and concerning the reſidue of the veſſels that 

20 remain in this city, Which Nebuchadnezzar king of 
Babylon took not, when he carried away captive Jeco- 
niah the ſon of Jehoiakim king of Judah from Jeruſa- 
lem to Babylon, and all the nobles of Judah and 

21 Jeruſalem; Yea, thus faith the Logn of hoſts, the 
God of Iſrael, concerning the veſſels that remain in] 

K k 3 | the 
u Zedekiah was made king by the king of Babylon, and had 


ſworn fidelity to him, and is reproved, and afterwards punithed 
for his perjury. 
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the houſe of the Loxp, and [in] the houſe of the king 
22 of Judah and of Jeruſalem; They ſhall be carried to 
Babylon, and there ſhall they be until the day that I 
viſit them, faith the Lox D, hat is, till I viſit the veſſels, 
- as if he had ſaid, I will come and ſurvey the catalogue of 
them, and call it over to ſee that none are wanting; then 
will I bring them up, and reſtore them to this place; 
tha they are ſo large, weighty and valuable, they ſhall all 
be ſent by Cyrus, and at his own expenſe , all which was 
remarkably fulfilled. 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. ROM hence we learn to reverence the ſupreme 
power and univerſal dominion of God, v. 5. 
Being the creator, he is the ſupreme proprietor and diſpoſer 
of all countries and perſons; he gives the earth to the 
children of men, and to each his ſhare; changes times and 
ſeaſons; ſets up kings, and removeth them. Tho' Nebu- 
chadnezzar was a wicked and tyrannical prince, yet God 
for wiſe reaſons gave him theſe countries. Large eſtates, 
dominions, and poſſeſſions, are not the beſt things; for 
God ſometimes gives them to the worſt of men. Let the 
thought of his univerſal government compoſe our minds in 
the moſt troubleſome times; and engage us to be content 
with that lot which his providence hath afligned us. 
2. We may infer the reaſonableneſs of ſubmitting to the 
yoke of Chriſt. God hath exalted him io be a prince, given 
him the earth for his poſſeſſion, and requires us to be ſub- 
je& to him, God's appointment is a ſufficient reaſon for 
our ſubjection; eſpecially when we conſider the character of 
Chriſt; that his yoke is eaſy, that if we ſerve him, we ſhall 
live, and that if we do not ſubmit, God will puniſh us. 
Falſe notions of liberty are miſchievous; the reſtraints of 
religion are reaſonable and uſeful. Xii the ſon, therefore, 
leſt he be angry, and ye periſh from the way when his wrath is 
kindled but a litthe. Bleſſed are all they that truſt in him. 
3. God's prophets ſhould be praying men, and uſe all 
their intereſt in heaven for the ſafety and good of the 
church, v. 18. Which intimates, that true prophets es 
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be men of eminent devotion, and that God would pay a 
great regard to their interceſſion. May all God's miniſters 
be devout and holy men ! enter tenderly into the concerns 
of the church, and be fervent in their interceſſions before 
God for its proſperity | and may they be ſucceſsful in ſuch 


friendly endeavours to ſerve 1t! 


CH AP. XXVIII. 


Hananiah, by a prophetic action, contradicis Feremiah's pro- 
Pliecy; who gives a terrible anſwer, which was ſoon fulfilled. 


1 ND it came to paſs the ſame year, in the begin- 
A ning of the reign of Zedekiah king of Judah, 
in the fourth year, [and] in the fifth month,” [that] 
Hananiah the ſon of Azur the prophet, which [was! 
of Gibeon, ſpake unto me in the houſe of the Loxp, in 
the preſence of the prieſts and of all the people, ſaying, 

2 Thus ſpeaketh the Loxp of hoſts, the God of Iſrael, 
ſaying, 1 have broken the yoke of the king of Babylon, 
that is, his tyrannical power, of which FeremiaMs yoke was 

3 an emblem, Within two full years will I bring again 
into this place all the veſſels of the Lory's houſe, that 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon took away from this 

4 . and carried them to Babylon: And [ will 

ring again to this place Jeconiah the ſon of Jehoiakim 
king of Judah, with all the captives of Judah, that 
went into Babylon, faith the Lorp : for I will break 


the yoke of the king of Babylon.* 
K k 4 | 5 Then 


As Zedekiah reigned but eleven years, the fourth could hardly 
be ſaid to be the beginning of his reign; and therefore ſome 
critics would render the words, when it had been Jo, that is, when 
Jeremiah had been propheſying with this yote from the beginning of 
the reign of Zeadekiah to .the fourth year, (in which year he went 
to Babylon, ſee chap. li. 59.) having put it on when he deliver- 
ed his prophetic meſſages. | 

* This was pleaſing enough to the people, becauſe they con- 
ſidered Jeconiah as their lawful king, and Zedekiah, his uncle, 
as only the lieutenant or viceroy of Nebuchadnezzar: but this 
prophecy appears at the firſt view very ſuſpicious, as nothing is 
laid about their repentance and reformation. 


I 
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5 Then the prophet Jeremiah ſaid unto the prophet 
Hananiah in the. preſence of the prieſts, and in the 
reſence of all the people that ſtood in the houſe of the 


6 Lond, Even the prophet Jeremiah ſaid, Amen: the 


Lorxp do ſo: the Logp perform thy words which 
thou haſt propheſied, to bring again the veſſels of the 
Lonp's houſe, and all that is carried away captive, from 
Babylon into this place; 4% I have prophefied evil, I 
heartily wiſh the good of my country, and that God would 
7 revoke the ſentence of ruin which I have pronounced. Never- 
theleſs hear thou now this word that I ſpeak in thine 
8 ears, and in the ears of all the people; The prophets 
that have been before me and before thee of old pro- 
pheſied both againſt many countries, and againſt great 
kingdoms, of war, and of evil, and of peſtilence; yea, 
many of the jewiſh prophets foretold the deſtruttion of their 
city and country, and it came to paſs, therefore I may be a 


9 true prophet, iii I foretell evil. The prophet which 


propheſieth of peace, when the word of the prophet 
ſhall come to paſs, [then] ſhall the prophet be known, 
that the Lok hath truly ſent him; the event will 
prove whether 1 ſpeak truth or thou. 


10 Then Hananiah the prophet took the yoke from off 
11 the prophet Jeremiah's neck, and brake it. And 


Hananiah ſpake in the preſence of all the people, ſay- 

ing, Thus faith the Lorp; Even fo will I break the 
yoke of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon from the 
neck of all nations within the {pace of two full years. 
And the prophet Jeremiah went his way, having no 
directions from the Lord what reply to make. 

12 Then the word of the Logp came unto Jeremiah 
[the prophet,] after that Hananiah the prophet had 
broken the yoke from off the neck of the prophet Jere- 

13 miah, ſaying, Go and tell Hananiah, ſaying, Thus 

faith the Lorp; Thou haſt broken the yokes of wood; 
but thou ſhalt make for them yokes of iron; the more 
they reſiſt Nebuchaduezzar, the more power he ſhall have 
over them; they ſhall bring more confuſion into their affairs, 
and ſuffer more from ſum, He then renews the former 

14 prophecy in ſtronger terms, For thus ſaith the ROE 

| | ous, 
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hoſts, the God of Iſrael; I have put a yoke of iron 

upon. the neck of all theſe nations, that they may ſerve 

Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon; and they ſhall 

| ſerve him: and I have given him the beaſts of the 
field alſo. 

15 Then ſaid the prophet Jeremiah unto Hananiah the 

+, prophet, Hear now, Hananiah; the Lorp hath not 

) ſent thee ; but thou makeſt this people to truſt in a lie; 


thou haſt taught the people to diſbelieve his word, and rebel 


16 againſt his commandments. Therefore thus faith the 
Lokp; Behold, I will caſt thee from off the face of 
the earth: this year thou ſhalt die, becauſe thou haſt 

17 taught rebellion _—_ the Lox D. So Hananiah the 
prophet died the ſame year in the ſeventh month, juf 
two months after his prophecy. He had limited the return 
of Feconiah and the veſſels to two years, that the people 
might more readily believe him; Jeremah confined the evi- 
dence of his falſehood to one year; and two months con- 
fr med it, 


"Sx REFLECTION'S. 
1. AITHFUL miniſters heartily wiſh the welfare of 


ſinners, tho* they denounce evil againſt them, 
V. 7. Jeremiah fincerely defired the proſperity of his 
country, and that God would revoke the dreadful meſſage 
ſent by him, tho* they had hated and perſecuted him. 
Thus chriſtian miniſters, who are faithful to their truſt, 
defire the happineſs of the worſt of men, tho” they threaten 


them with the wrath to come; yea, bear them more good 


will than thoſe who only propheſy ſmooth things, and are 
therefore more agreeable to them. They fay no more 
than Chriſt and his apoſtles, and the miniſters before 
them, have ſaid, concerning the evil of fin, and the wrath 
of God againſt it: they do not love to terrify and alarm 
it gives them pain to do it. But they are compelled by 
fidelity to God and love to ſouls : and their hearers ſhould 
always conſider their admonitions in this light. | 

2. Let us obſerve and adore the judgment of God upon 
this infamous liar, What a preſumptuous wretch was 

| Hananiah, 


/ 
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Hananiah, to declare that God had ſent him, when he had 
not; and to teach the people rebellion againſt God in his 
name! All liars are abominable to the God of truth; eſ— 
pecially thoſe who falſify his word, and father their lies 
upon him. Thoſe who encourage ſinners in an evil way, 
who tell them that they ſhall have peace, bid them not 
mind what God's miniſters ſay, and thus make them truſt 
in a lie, are the worſt and vileſt of finners. May we 
avoid and abhor all lying and deceit ; eſpecially where the 
ſouls of men are concerned; for all liars, and particularly 
ſuch as theſe, all have their portion in the lake which burneth 
with fire. | 
3. How great is the ſtupidity and hardneſs of thoſe 
finners, who will not be alarmed by the word or the 
judgments of God. Theſe extraordinary predictions were 
delivered in the preſence of the prieſts and all the people; 
and when they ſaw Hananiah ſo awfully convicted of being 
a falſe prophet by his death, one would have expected that 
ſuch a providence would have awakened them to attend to 
Jeremiah's meſſage, and comply with his admonitions. 
It is ſtrange alſo that the predictions ſhould have had no 
effect on Hananiah himſelf, who knew in his conſcience 
that he was ſpeaking lies in God's name; yet both he and 
the people continued obſtinate, and Jeremiah's words all 
came true in their deſtruction. So dreadfully doth fin 
ſtupify and beſot the human mind. This ſhould teach us 
to pay a ſerious regard to God's word; and excite our 
earneſt prayers that he would deliver us from hardneſs of 
heart. 


C HAP. XXIX. 


Contains Jeremialus letter to the captives in Balylon; and the 
fearful end of Ahab and Zedekiah, two lying prophets. 

1 OW theſe [are] the words of the letter that 

Jeremiah the prophet ſent from Jeruſalem unto 

the refidue of the elders which were carried away 


captives, and to the prieſts, and to the fal/e prophets, 


and 
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and to all the people whom Nebuchadnezzar had car- 
2 ried away captive from Jeruſalem to Babylon; (After 
that Jeconiah the king, and the queen mother, and the 
eunuchs, the princes of Judah and Jeruſalem, and the 
carpenters, and the ſmiths, were departed from Jeru- 
3 ſalem;) By the hand of Elafah the ſon of Shaphan, 
and Gemariah the fon of Hilkiah, (whom Zedekiah 
king of Judah ſent unto Babylon to Nebuchadnezzar 
king of Babylon, 10 renew his promiſe of fidelity, and to 
4 pay his tribute,) ſay ing, Thus faith the Lord of hoſts, 
the God of Iſrael, unto all that are carried away cap- 
tives, whom I have cauſed to be carried away from 
Jeruſalem unto Babylon; a meſſage that implied en- 
couragement, as it was an evidence that God had not caſt 
5 them off, Build ye houſes, and dwell [in them;] and 
6 plant gardens, and eat the fruit of them; Take ye 
wives, and beget ſons and daughters; and take wives 
for your ſons, and give your daughters to huſbands, 
that they may bear ſons and daughters ; that ye may 
be increaſed there, and not diminiſhed ; - think not of a 
ſpeedy return, but accommodate yourſelves to your condition, 
and make no attempts to ſhake off the yoke : conſider Baby- 
lon as your country, and endeavour to be happy there.” 
7 And ſeek the peace of the city whither 1 have cauſed 
you to be carried away captives, by your loyalty and ſub- 
miſſion, and pray unto the Lox for it: for in the peace 
thereof ſhall ye have peace. | 
8 For thus faith the Lorp of hoſts, the God of Iſrael; 
Let not your prophets and your diviners, that [be] in 
the midſt of you, deceive you, for if you expect ſoon to 
return you will not take pains to make your ſettlements com- 
fortable, neither hearken to your dreams which ye cauſe 
to be dreamed, encouraging them to foretell theſe things, 
9 becauſe ye love to hear them. For they propheſy falſely 
unto you in my name: I have not ſent them, faith the 
Lokp, | 
10 For 


It is to be remembered, that theſe Iſraelites were not abſo- 
lute ſlaves, but were ſettled as a colony to cultivate ſome par- 
ticular part of the country ; as the ten tribes and other conquered 
nations were, whom they brought to their land: this was wile 
policy, to keep them in ſubjection, | 
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10 For thus faith the Lov, that aſter ſeventy years be 
accompliſhed at Babylon, at the very inſtant of, or im- 
mediately upon, the completion of ſeventy years, ] will viſit 
you, and perform my good word toward you, in caul- 

11 ing you or your poſterity to return to this place. For [ 
know the thoughts that I think toward you, ſaith the 
Lox, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, ho? I ſeem 10 
have caſt you off, to give you an expected end, ſuch as 

12 you look for and d:Jire. Then ſhall ye call upon me, and 
ye ſhall go and pray unto me, and I will hearken unto 

13 you. And ye ſhall ſeek me, and find [me, ] when ye 
ſhall ſearch for me with all your heart; I will ſtir up a 

ſpirit of prayer among you; ye ſhall call upon me, and I 
will anſwer you, according to the promiſes of the law, 

14 Deut. iv. 29, And I will be found of you, faith the 

Lox: and I will turn away your captivity, and I will 
gather you from all the nations, and from all the places 
whither I have driven you, faith the Loxp; and 1 will 
bring you again into the place whence I cauſed you to 
be carried away captive, 

15 Becauſe ye have ſaid, The Lord hath raiſed us up 
prophets in Babylon, who have foretold different things 

16 from what Feremiah foretold; [Know] that thus faith the 
Lox of the king that fitteth upon the throne of David, 
that is, Zedekiah, and of all the people that dwelleth in 
this city, [and] of your brethren that are not gone forth 

17 with you into captivity; Thus faith the Lokp of hoſts; 
Behold, I will ſend upon them the ſword, the famine, 
and the peſtilence, and will make them like vile figs, 
that cannot be eaten, they are ſo evil; hey ſhall come to 

you, and not you to them, and ſhall periſh among you, 

18 And I will perſecute them with the ſword, with the 
famine, and with the peſtilence, and will deliver them 
to be removed to all the kingdoms of the earth, to be 

a curſe, and an aftoniſhment, and an hifling, and a 
reproach, among all the nations whither I have driven 

19 them: Becauſe they have not hearkened to my words, 
faith the Lorp, which I ſent unto them by my ſervants 

the 


= This veiſe ſeems to be tranſpoſed, it ſhould have come in 
after V. 20. | 
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the prophets, riſing up early and ſending [them 3] but 
ye would not hear, faith the Lozp, but rather gave ear 
to falſe prophets. . 
20 Hear ye therefore the word of the Loxp, all ye of 
the captivity, whom I have ſent from Jeruſalem to 
Babylon : Whereas ye have ſaid, the Lord hath raiſed us 
21 up prophets in Babylon; Thus ſaith the Lord of hoſts, 
the God of Iſrael, of Ahab the ſon of Kolaiah, and ok 
Zedekiah the fon of Maaſeiah, which propheſy a lie 
unto you in my name, predicting your ſpeedy return; 
Behold, I will deliver them into the hand of Nebu- 
chadrezzar king of Babylon; and he ſhall flay them 
22 before your eyes; And of them ſhall be taken up a 
curſe by all the captivity of Judah which [are] in Ba- 
bylon, ſaying, The Loxp make thee like Zedekiah 
and like Ahab, whom the king of Babylon roaſted in 
the fire; probably being incenſed againſt them for perſuaa- 
ing the people not to ſettle according to his orders, or ſown! 
23 ſedition; Becauſe they have committed villany in If- 
rae], and have committed adultery with their neigh- 
bours' wives, and have fpoken lying words in my 
name, which I have not commanded them ; even I 
know, and [am] a witneſs, faith the Lorp, tho" men 
cannot prove it againſt them. 
24 [| Thus] ſhalt thou alſo ſpeak to Shemaiah the Nehe- 
25 lamite, ſaying, Thus ſpeaketh the Logp of hoſts, the 
God of Iſrael; ſaying, Becauſe thou haſt ſent letters in 
thy name unto all the people that [are] at Jeruſalem, 
and to Zephaniah the ſon of Maaſeiah the prieſt, and 
to all the prieſts, in anſwer to the letter of Shemaiah, 
which was brought to Feruſalem by thoſe who carried Jere- 


26 mialis letter to Babylon, ſaying, The Lord hath made 
thee 


In all probability they were treated in the ſame manner as 
was intended for Shedrach, Meſhach, and Abed-nego, Dan. iii. 
20, 21. One would think that it would impreſs them much to 
receive ſuch a prophecy, and to ſee it ſo remarkably accom- 


pliſhed. 


d The jewiſh rabbins, as Grotius obſerves, have a tradition that 
theſe were the two elders who attempted the chaſtity of Suſan- 
nah, the ſtory of which they think to be true in part, tho' not 
altogether ſuch as is repreſented in the Apocrypha, 
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thee prieſt in the ſtead of Jehoiadah the prieſt, the 
high prieſt who was carried captive, that ye ſhould be 
officers in the houſe of the Loxp, for every man, 
or, in the caſe of any one, [that is] mad, and maketh 
himſelf a prophet, that thou ſhouldſt put him in 
priſon, and in the flocks; * him that he had 
authority to puniſh every one pretending to be a prophet. 
27 Now therefore why haſt thou not reproved Jeremiah of 
Anathoth, which maketh himſelf a prophet to you ? 
28 why haſt thou not executed thy authority upon him? For 
therefore, or rather, becauſe he ſent unto us [in] Baby- 
lon, ſaying, This [captivity is] long: build ye houſes, 
and dwell [in them; ] and plant gardens, and eat the 
29 fruit of them. And Zephaniah the prieſt read this 
letter in the ears of Jeremiah the prophet, ho*, being 

a friend to him, he would not ſhow it publickly. 
30 Then came the word of the Loxo unto Jeremiah, 
31 ſaving, Send to all them of the captivity, ſaying, Thus 
faith the Loxp concerning Shemaiah the Nehelamite; 
Becauſe that Shemaiah hath propheſied unto you, and 
I ſent him not, and he cauſed you to truſt in a lie: 
32 Therefore thus ſaith the LoD; Behold, I will puniſh 
Shemaiah the Nehelamite, and his ſeed : he ſhall not 
have a man to dwell among this people; neither ſhall 
he behold the good that I will do for my people, faith 
the Loxp; becauſe he hath taught rebellion againſt the 
LorD z none of his poſterity ſhall live to ſee the end of the 
' captivity, nor the favour God will ſhow his people both in 

and after their return. 


REFLECTIONS. 


I. 7 E may infer from hence the uſefulneſs of let- 


ters; and how much we may ſerve God, and 
inſtruct and comfort our friends, by writing to them, as 
well as converſing with them. The art of writing is an 
in-ſtimable bleſſing to the world; friendly correſpondence 


is very comfortable, and may be very uſeful, if our letters 


are ſeaſoned with grace. This we ſhould be careful of; 
fince, if idle words are to be accounted for, much more 
will idle letters, as ſo much more time is ſpent about Fs 
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and the impreſſion made by them, whether it be good or 
bad, may be more laſting. 

2. It is our duty to bring our mind to our condition, 
whatever it is. The Iſraelites in Babylon are commanded to 
act as if they were at home; to build and plant, not fearing 
that their maſters would deprive them of their poſſeſſions; 
and to encourage themſelves with an affurance that they or 
their children ſhould fee better days. This is an important 
leſſon to us. Our ſituations and circumſtances in life are 
of God's ordering, v. 4. We are not to overlook, or be 
unthankful for, the comforts we have, becauſe ſome are loſt, 
If we are removed to a diſtance from our relations and 
friends, and grafted into new families and ſettlements, let 
us accommodate ourſelves to them; conſult their peace and 
comfort; and by that means we ſhall promote our own. 

3. How reaſonable is it that we ſhould pray for the land 
of our nativity, v. 7. If the Iſraelites were to conſult and 
pray for the peace of an heathen, tyrannical, and oppreſſive 
king and people, among whom they were ſettled ; it is 
much more our duty, by loyalty, ſubjection, and every 
other inſtance of good behaviour, to ſeek the peace of our 
native country, and the proſperity of the good government 
we live under; to pray for our king, and for all that are in 
authority, that we may lead peaceable aud quiet lives, in all 
godlineſs and honeſty. 

4. How happy are the people of God in their commu. 
nion with him, and his thoughts of peace toward them ! 
There was a way to the throne of grace in Babylon, as 
well as in Jeruſalem. We have 15 acceſs to God by 
prayer. Let us value this privilege, remembering the 
qualifications of acceptable devotion; that it is ſeeking 
God, and pong for him with our whole heart, that is, 
with ſincefity and fervency. His thoughts toward his peo- 
ple are thoughts of peace, even when he ſees it beſt to cor- 
rect them, and tho* they may imagine that they are 
thoughts of evil. There is an end which they expect, even 
their ſettlement in the heavenly Canaan, and everlaſting 
reſt there; and of this they ſhall not be diſappointed. But 
thoſe who, like Shemaiah, rebel againſt God, forfeit the 
privileges of his people, God will do his people much 


good ; 
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good ; more than they can aſk or think : but thoſe who 
are rebellious againſt his word and commandments ſhall 
never ſee it. The end of the righteous is peace; but there is no 
peace, ſaith my God, to the wicked. 


CH A P. XXX. 


Contains gracious promiſes of God to Iſrael, and that he would 
remember the covenant made with their fathers. 


I HE word that came to Jeremiah from the Lox, 
2 J faying, Thus ſpeaketh the LORD God of Ifrael, 
ſaying, Write thee all the words that I have ſpoken 
unto thee in a book; becariſe they refer to diſtant events, 
viz. to the return of the jews from captivity, and even to 
_ Chriffs time; they will be encouragements to them in the mean 
while, and the events will be a proof of my foreknowledge 
3 and providence, For, lo, the days come, faith the 
Log, that I will bring again the captivity of my 


ple Iſrael and Judah, faith the Lox D: and I will cauſe | 


them to return to the land that I gave to their fathers, 
and they ſhall poſſeſs it. | | 
4 And theſe [are] the words that the Loxo ſpake con- 
5 cerning Iſrael and concerning Judah. For thus ſaith 
the Lonx o: We have heard the voice of trembling, of 
fear, and not of peace, as the falſe prophets foretold. 
6 Aſk ye now, and ſee whether a man doth travail with 
child? Wherefore do I ſee, not one or two, but every 
man with his hands on his loins, as a woman in tra- 
vail, and all faces are turned into paleneſs ; hey carry 
concern in their looks, and uneaſineſs in their behaviour. 
7 Alas! for that day, the day of the deſtruction of the city 
and temple, and the captivity of the reſidue of the people, 
lis] great, ſo that none [1s] like it: it [is] even the 
time of Jacob's trouble ; but he ſhall be faved out of 


8 it. For it ſhall come to paſs in that day, hat diſtant 
period of ſignal and providential events, ſaith the LoR D of 


hoſts, [that]! I will break his yoke, the king of Baby- 
on's yoke, from off thy neck, and will burſt thy bonds, 
and 
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and ſtrangers ſhall no more ſerve themſelves of him, 

9 that is, of thy poſſeſſions and labours: But they ſhall ſerve 
the Log their God, and David their king, whom I 
will raiſe up unto them; they ſhall adhere faithfully to 
true religion, and ſerve the Meſſiah, here. called David, 
becauſe he was his ſon according to the fleſh, the heir to his 
yas and in whom the prophecies relating to David were 

fulfilled. 

10 ö Therefore fear thou not, O my ſervant Jacob, ſaith 
the Lon; neither be diſmayed, O Iſrael: for, lo, 

I will fave thee from afar, and thy ſeed from the land 

of their captivity ; and Jacob ſhall return, and ſhall 
be in reſt, and be quiet, and none ſhall make [him] 
afraid; thou ſhalt enjoy great quietneſs under the Perſian 

11 monarchy, and ſtill more in the latter day. For I [am] 
with thee, ſaith the Lorp, to fave thee: though I 
make a full end of all nations, of the Aſſyrians and Chal- 
deans, whither I have ſcattered thee, yet will I not 
make a full end of thee: but I will correct thee in 
meaſure, and will not leave thee altogether unpuniſhed ; 

12 tho I chaſtiſe, I will not utterly deſtroy thee. For thus 
faith the LoxD, Thy bruiſe [is] incurable, [and] thy 
Vound [is] grievous; it ſeems to be ſo, and is ſo, by human 
13 Power, [There is] none to plead, or judge, thy cauſe, 
that thou mayeſt be bound up: thou haſt no healing 
medicines, but art like a diſtempered body, dying for want 

14 of help. All thy lovers, or allies, have forgotten thee; 
they ſeek thee not ; for I have wounded thee with the 
wound of an enemy, with the chaſtiſement of a cruel 
one, for the multitude of thine iniquity ; [becauſe] 
thy fins were increaſed ; I have treated thee with great 

15 ſeverity becauſe thine iniquities are great, Why crieſt 
thou for thine affliction? why doſt thou lament and ex- 
poſtulate with me ? thy ſorrow [is] incurable for the 
multitude of thine iniquity : [becauſe] thy fins were 
16 increaſed, I have done ttfeſe things unto thee, There- 
fore, or rather, yet ſurely, all they that deyour thee ſhall 
Vor. V. L1 be 


4 This was remarkably fulfilled in the jews being kept a 
diſtin people, when theſe nations, once ſo populous and mighty, 
were quite loſt. 
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be devoured; and all thine adverſaries, wy" one of 
them, ſhall go into captivity ; and they that ſpoil thee 
ſhall be a ſpoil, and all that prey upon thee will I give 
17 fora prey. For I will reſtore health unto thee, and I 
will heal thee of thy wounds, faith the Loxp; becauſe 
they called thee an outcaſt, ſfaying,] This [is] Zion, 
whom ho man ſeeketh after, 

13 Thus faith the Loxp; Behold, I will bring again the 
, captivity of Jacob's tents, alluding to their formerly dwell- 
ing in tents, and have mercy on his dwelling places 
and the city ſhall be builded upon her own heap, or 
hill, and the palace ſhall remain after the manner there- 
of, that is, the temple, ee rang /hall be re-eftabliſhed 
I9 upon its former plan. And out of them, the temple 
and private houſes, ſhall proceed thankſgiving and 
the voice of them that make merry, hat is, cheerful- 
neſs and thankfulneſs: and I will multiply them, and 
they ſhall not be few; I will alſo glorify them, and 
20 they ſhall not be ſmall, or brought low. Their child- 
ren alſo ſhall be as aforetime, and their congregation 
ſhall be eſtabliſhed before me; heir children ſhall inherit 
, their fathers' honours and eſtates, the church and the com- 
' monwealth ſhall be reſtored as before,* and I will puniſh 
21 all that oppreſs them. And their nobles, or, noble 
One, that is, the Meſſiah,* ſhall be of themſelves, and 
their governor ſhall proceed from the midſt of them; 
and I will cauſe him to draw near, and he ſhall approach 
unto me; they ſhall have ub foreign governor, but ap- 
proach to God, conſult him, and be judged by his law : / 4 
who [is] this that engaged his heart to approach unto 
me ? faith the LORD? without God's favourable inter po- 
22 ſition who could doſo ? And ye ſhall be my people again, 
and adhere to my inſtituted worſhip, -and I will be your 

| God, 10 protect and bleſs you. Yet in the mean time, 
4 Some underſtand it of their children being taken into cove- 


nant with God by baptiſm, on their converſion, as they formerly 
were by circumciſion. | | 

The word ſignifies, the mighty One, and ſeems rather to 
refer to Chriſt, who ſhould draw near to God as a prieſt, as 
well as a king, Then follows a note of admiration, It is won- 
derful it ſhould be ſo! Who is fo entirely devoted to my ſervice, 
and can approach to me as mediator, but He? 
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23 Behold, the whirlwind of the Loxp goeth forth with 
fury, a continuing whirlwind : it ſhall fall with pain 
upon the head of the wicked who will not repent, and it 
ſhall be a continual whirlwind, not like a common one, which 

24 is violent but ſhort. The fierce anger of the Logo ſhall 
not return, until he have done [it,] and until he have 

performed the intents of his heart: in the latter days ye 

ſhall conſider it; when there ſhall be à general converſion 
of the jews, then they ſhall fully underſtand the meaning of 
ſuch prophecies as theſe. 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. TT his both our duty and . to ſerve the 

Lord. To acknowledge God as our creator, pre- 
ſerver, and happineſs; and, by his appointment, to ſerve 
Jeſus Chriſt, to whom he hath given the throne of 
David! We are to reverence and honour him as a king; 
to ſubmit to his laws, and truſt in his protection: and our 
deliverance from the power of ſpiritual enemies, is an un- 
anſwerable reaſon why we ſhould ſerve him in holineſs and 
righteouſneſs all our days. 

2. See the unreaſonableneſs of anxious fear in God's ſer. 
vants, even when their circumſtances are moſt diſtreſſing, 
v. 10. Iſrael is rebuked for their fears, (tho* they were 
puniſhed with ſeverity, and their wound ſeemed incurable) 
becauſe they had ſo many promiſes to truſt in, Under 
preſſing „ or long and heavy affliction, we are 
ready to deſpair; but God hath promiſed ſupport and 
relief: and he is able to grant them, when earthly helps 
fail, and when, to human appearance, there is no hope. 
Our afflictions will have an happy iſſue; let us then truſt 
in the Lord for ever. | 

3. Let us rejoice in the mediation of Jeſus Chriſt, our 
great high prieſt: he is not only our governor, but our 
interceſſor alſo : he draws near to God on our behalf; God 
has appointed and cauſed him to do fo, that we might have 
ſtrong conſolation : he engaged his own heart to do it; 
voluntarily and reſolutely undertook this ſervice. As we 
hope for the benefit of his mediation, let us engage our 

L 12 hearts 
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hearts likewiſe z and while in his name we come boldly to 
the throne of grace, let us approach it with ſeriouſneſs, 
reverence, and godly fear. f 


8 — — —_— 
ö 


CHAP; XXI. 16. 


In this chapter gracious promiſes to Iſrael are continued; but it 
is hard to ſay, whether they refer to their return from cap- 
tivity, or to goſpel times : perhaps the former part of the 
chapter may refer to their return from Babylon, and the latter 
to their converſion in the laſt days. 

1 A che fame time, faith the Lorp, will I be the 

A God of all the families of Iſrael, and they ſhall 

2 be my people. Thus faith the Loxp, The youre 
which were] left of the ſword of Pharaoh, found grace 

in the wilderneſs; [even] Iſrael, when I went to cauſe 
him to reſt; I led them thro' the wilderneſs, and condut- 
ed them to their reſt in Canaan, how therefore can they doubt 

3 of my favour? The Loxp hath appeared of old unto 
me, [ſaying,] Yea, I have loved thee 1/-ae! with an 
everlaſting love: therefore with lovingkindneſs have I 
drawn thee ; what I did for thy fathers was founded on 
covenant love, therefore I will continue to be gracious to 

4 thee. Again I will build thee, and thou ſhalt be Built, 

O virgin of Iſrael; I will reftore thee to thy former ſtate, 
and thou ſbalt be reformed from idolatry, and become pure 
again like à virgin: thou ſhalt again be adorned with 
thy tabrets, and ſhalt go forth in the dances of them 
that make merry; thou ſhalt have all marks of civil and 
5 religious joy. Thou ſhalt yet plant vines upon the 
mountains of Samaria : the planters ſhall plant, and 
ſhall eat them] as common things; heir vines ſhall 
meld ſuch plenty of fruit that every one may eat of it with- 
6 out reſtriction. For there ſhall be a day, [that] the 


. watchmen 


f There was a law, that when a vine was planted the fruit 
ſhould not be touched for three years, the produce of the fourth 
was conſecrated to God, and in the fifth it might be eaten as a 

common thing. 


8 


9 


10 


12 


JEREMIAH. XXXI. 533 


watchmen upon the mount Ephraim, which was near 

Samaria, where there uſed to be the greateſt oppofition-to the 

worſhip at Feruſalem, ſhall cry, Ariſe ye, and let us go 

up to Zion unto the LoRD our God; an alluſion to 

centinels or watchmen calling the people together on par- 

ticular occaſions, eſpecially at feſtivals.5 For thus faith the 

Lord; Sing with gladneſs for Jacob, and ſhout among 
the chief of the nations, when ye ſee the beginning of de- 

liverance: publiſh ye, praiſe ye, and ſay, O Lon d, fave 

thy people, the remnant of Iſrael ; complete this good 

work ; or rather, Thou haſt ſaved them, and we praife thee 
for thy faithfulneſs. Behold, I will bring them from 
the north country, and gather them from the coaſts of 
the earth, [and] with them the blind and the lame, the 
woman with child and her that travaileth with child 
together ; thoſe that are leaſt able to travel ſhall be in- 
clined and enabled to come : a great company ſhall return 
thither. They ſhall come with weeping, and with 
ſupplications will I lead them; godly ſorrow for paſt fins 
ſhall mingle itſelf with all their joy: ] will cauſe them to 
walk by the rivers of waters, in a ſtraight way, wherein 
they ſhall not ſtumble ; I will provide for them, and pro- 
telt them in their journey: for I am a father to Iſrael, and 
Ephraim [is] my firſt born, and I will reſtore them to 
their former ſtate. Hear the word of the Logp, O ye 
nations, and declare [it] in the iſles afar off, and ſay, 
He that ſcattered Iſrael will gather him, and keep him, 
as a ſhepherd [doth] his flock. For the Lorp hath 
redeemed Jacob, and ranſomed him from the hand of 
[him that was] ſtronger than he. Therefore they ſhall 
come and fing in the height of Zion, and ſhall flow 
together in great multitudes, like the ſtreams of a river, 
to the goodneſs of the Lox D, to ſhare in the good things 
of the Lord, in the common ſupplies of life, tor wheat, and 
for wine, and for oil, and for the young of the flock 
and of the herd; and their ſoul ſhall be as a watered 
garden; the influences of divine grace ſhall complete their 
L13 Joy; 


E This is cuſtomary ſtill among the Turks, where the prieſts 
proclaim from the tops of their churches, that the hour of prayer 
is come. 
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joy; and they ſhall not ſorrow any more at all; hey 
ſhall have no ſuch trouble again for a long time, as they 

13 have lately experienced, Then ſhall the virgin rejoice in 
the. dance, both young men and old together ; for I 
will turn their mourning into joy, and will comfort 
them, and make them rejoice from their ſorrow ; all 

14 apes and ranks ſhall agree in ſigns of univerſal joy. And 
I will fatiate the ſoul of the prieſts with fatneſs, hey 
ſhall have plenty of ſacrifices and offerings, and my people 
ſhall be ſatisfied with my goodneſs, ſaith the Lokp ; 
both the prieſts and the people ſhall rejoice in the abundance 
of divine bleſſings. 

15 Thus faith the Lorp; A voice was heard in Ramah, 
lamentation, [and] bitter weeping; Rachel weeping 
for her children refuſed to be comforted for her child- 

16 ren, becauſe they [were] not.” Thus faith the Loxp; 
Refrain thy voice from weeping, and thine eyes from 
tears: for thy work, hy tender concern for thy children, 
ſhall be rewarded, ſaith the Logo ; and they ſhall come 

17 again from the land of the enemy. And there is hope 
in thine end, or, to thy poſterity, ſaith the Logp, that 
[thy] children ſhall come again to their own border. 

18 I have ſurely heard Ephraim bemoaning himſelf 
thus; ] Thou haſt chaſtiſed me, and I was chaſtiſed, 7 
received inſtruction, as a bullock unaccuſtomed [to the 
yoke ;] er rather, tho) I was before as a bullock that would 
not bear it: turn thou me, and I ſhall be turned; for 
thou [art] the Loa D my God, Tuced thy gracious influence 

19 to bring me to a better temper, Surcly after that I was 
turned, and felt the influence of thy grace, I repented ; 
and after that I was inſtructed, I ſmote upon my] 
thigh, expreſſed great grief and humiliation: ] was 
aſhamed, yea, even confounded, becauſe I did bear the 

| | | b reproach 

b At the time of the captivity there was an aſſembly of the 
enemy at Ramah, cl. xl. 1. the captives were brought thither, 
and from thence carricd to Babylon; and as Rachel was buried 
near that place, the prophet, by an elegant figure, repreſents her 
as looking out of her grave and bewailing the captivity of her 
deſcendants. This is applied ard accommodated in the New 


Teſtament to the laughter of the jafants in this neighbourhood, 
dee Matt. ii. 17, 18. 65 
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reproach of my youth, the burden of my former ſins.— 
20 To this penitent language God graciouſly replies, [Is] Eph- 
raim my dear ſon ? or, 1s he not my dear fon? [is he] 
not a pleaſant child? for ſince J ſpake againſt him, by 
threatenings and judgments, I do earneſtly remember him 
ſtill : therefore my bowels are troubled for him; I will 
ſurely have mercy upon him, faith the Lox p; I retain 
my former parental kindneſs, and will certainly deliver and 
21 bleſs him. Set thee up way marks, make thee high 
heaps, hat is, tall poles, finger-poſts, or pillars for direc. 
tion, to make their way plain; ſet thine heart toward the 
highway, [even] the way [which] thou wenteſt : turn 
again, O virgin of Iſrael, turn again to theſe thy 
cities. 
22 How long wilt thou go about, O thou backſliding 
daughter, fluctuating between doubt and hope! for the 
Lonp hath created a new thing in the earth, A woman 
ſhall compaſs a man; or, a «woman ſhall put to the rout a 
ftrong man, that is, God will give the Hfraelites extraor- 
dinary flreagih, ſo that, tho* weak as women, they ſhall be 
23 able to reſiſt and overcom? all ot p9/ition, Thus faith the 
Lorb of hoſts, the God of Itrael; As yet, or, here- 
after, they ſhall uſe this ſpeech in the land of Judah 
and in the cities thereof, when J ſhall bring again their 
captivity; The Lao bleſs thee, O habitation of juſ- 
tice, [and] mountain of holineſs; they ſhall become a 
24 reformed, upright, and honourable people. And there 
ſhall dweli in Judah itſelf, and all the cities thereof 
together, huſbandmen, and they {that] go forth with 
25 flocks; the countries and cities ſhall be inhabited, For I 
have latiated the weary ſoul, and I have repleniſhed every 
ſorrowiul toul ; 1 will comfort them under their ſorrows, 
and ſupply them with all good. —T he next are the prophet”s 
26 own words, Upon this I awaked, and beheld; and my 
ſleep was ſweet unto me; zheſe things God revealed to me 
in & viſion, I awaked, reflected upon them, and found them 
very comfortable to my ſoul ; I was much refreſhed with 
theſe gracious intimations of deliverance. 


L bs REFLECT- 


I Dr, BlayYNsy, 
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REFLECTIONS. 


1. E are here taught, that it is good in times of 


trouble to look back to former inſtances of 
God's care and kindneſs. The Iſraelites in their captivity 
are directed to conſider what God had done for their 
fathers, to prevent them from being diſheartened by the 
difficulties that were in the way of their return, hus 
ſhould we think how often God hath ſupported his church 
and intereſt, and particular faints, in times of diſtreſs; 
how often we have found grace, even when in the wilder- 
neſs, and been drawn by his loving kindneſs. Let this 


recollection and experience encourage our hope, that he 


who hath delivered and doth deliver, will ſtill deliver. 

2. When God has deſigns of mercy for a ſinful people, 
he ſtirs up a ſpirit of penitence, prayer, and reformation, 
Thus it is foretold that the Iſraelites ſhould return with 
weeping and ſupplication, and that Jeruſalem ſhould be call- 
ed The habitation of juſtice, and The mountain of holineſs : and 
we may hope for the continuance of divine favours, and 
the reſtoration of proſperity, if God's goodneſs diſpoſe us 


to repentance, fill us with ſhame and ſorrow for our ini- 


quities; if we earneſtly call upon his name, and live quiet 
and peaceable lives in all godlineſs and honeſty. 

3. The common bounties of providence are to be en- 
Joyed and acknowledged as the fruits of divine goodneſs, 
When our wheat, and wine, and flocks are increaſed, it 
becomes us to adore the goodneſs of God therein ; to ac- 
knowledge it with ſeriouſneſs at our meals; to flow together 
to the folemn aſſembly, and there fing his praiſes, Eſpe- 
cially ſhould we praiſe him for that divine influence which 
makes the ſouls of men like a watered garden. Thus ſhall 
we be ſatisfied with his goodneſs; taſte his love in all our 
comforts; find them doubly pleaſant; and be in little 
danger of abufing them. 

4. Let us learn to moderate our ſorrows for the death of 
our pious friends and children, from the conſideration of 
the fayour God intends for them. He is repreſented as 
comforting weeping Rachel; aſſuring her that her —_—_ 

. ou 
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ſhould return to their borders, and that therefore ſhe 


ſhould not weep as tho* they were loſt, It becomes 
chriſtians, on ſuch occaſions eſpecially, 0 weep as tho* they 
wept not; for their work, the pious pains they have taken 
in the education of their children, or for the ſervice of 
their other relatives, ſhall be rewarded. There is hope 
that they will return from the captivity of the grave, enter 
on the good land, and be bleſſed at the reſurrection of the 
juſt, 
b 5. Let us obſerve with pleaſure and thankfulneſs the 
great mercy of God to a penitent people. There is ſcarcely 
a more affecting deſcription of this in all the bible, than is 
iven us in this paſſage concerning Ephraim. God repre- 
Tot himſelf as feeling and encouraging all the workings 
of paternal affection toward returning prodigals, He 
afflicts them only to inſtruct them, and bring them back to 
duty; and when they begin to relent, he relents, receives 
them as his dear children, and reſtores them to his favour. 
Nay, their very return is the effect of his gracious work 
in them. Let us hence learn, what our behaviour ſhould 
be in times of afliction, and what abundant reaſon there is 
for hope, if, in the language of Ephraim, we ſincerely ſay, 
7 _ thou us, and we ſhall be turned, for thou art the Lord our 
God, 


— — —...—. — rr 
—— —_ 


CH AP. XXXI. 27, to the end. 


The former part of this chapter referred to the ſtate of the jews 
after their return from captivity ;, this, to their ſtate in the 
latter day. 


27 EHOLD, the days come, faith the Logo, that I 
will ſow the houſe of Iſrael and the houſe of 

Judah with the ſeed of man, and with the ſeed of beaſt; 

28 they ſhall become very populous and fruitful. And it ſhall 
come to paſs, that] like as I have watched over them, 

to pluck up, and to break down, and to throw down, 
and to deſtroy, and to afflict; ſo will I watch over 
them, to build and to plant, faith the Logo; every 
thing 
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thing ſeemed to be againſt them before, but now every thing 


ſhall be for them, God will appear in the whole courſe of 


his providence to favour and bleſs them. 

In thoſe days they ſhall ſay no more, The fathers 
have eaten a ſour grape, and the children's teeth are 
ſet on edge; they fhall be no more puniſhed for the ini- 
quilies of their anceſtors, as they have formerly been for per- 


30 fiſting in their idolatry.* But every one ſhall die for his 


21 
32 


33 


34 


own iniquity : every man that eateth the four grape, 
his teeth ſhall be ſet on edge. 

Behold, the days come, faith the Logp, that I will 
make a new covenant with the houſe of Iſrael, and with 
the houſe of Judah: Not according to the covenant 
that I made with their fathers in the day | that] I took 
them by the hand to bring them out of the land of 
Egypt, hat is, led them in the kindeſt, gentleſt manner; 
which my covenant they brake, although I was an 
huſband unto them, ſaith the LORD; I have fulfilled 
my part of the covenant relation : But this {ſhall 2 the 
covenant that I will make with the houſe of Ifrael ; 
After thoſe days, faith the Lord, I will put my law 
in their inward parts, not a new law, but the old law in 
its moral precepts and evangelical truths, and write it in 
their hearts; and will be their God, and they ſhall be 
my people. And they ſhall teach no more every man 
his neighbour, aud every man his brother, ſaying, 
Know the Lorp : for they ſhall all know me, from 
the leaſt of them, unto the greateſt of them, ſaith the 
Logo; that is, mere human inſtruction ſhall not be the only, 


nor the chief way of teaching; they ſhall have plenty of re- 


ligious advantages, and a clearer knowledge of God, by the 
instructions of the ſpirit z, an extraordinary efjufion of which 
they ſhall enjoy: tor 1 will forgive their iniquity, and I 
will remember their fin no more; JI vill thus teach. 
them, becauſe I will forgive diem; they ſhall be brought into 
my covenant again; and, thro* the blood of Chriſt, their fins 

ſhall 


k There may be a reference here to that imprecation of the 
jews, His blood be upon us and our children, which lies upon them 


itil ; 


but when they are converted it (hall be ſo no more. 


| The apoſtle quotes this, Heb. viii, 8. as referring to goſpel 
ti mes. 
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hall be forgiven, and all the tokens of my gi ſpleaſure againſt 


them be removed. 

Thus faith the Loxp, which giveth the ſun for a 
light by day, [and] the ordinances of the moon, and 
of the ſtars for a light by night, which divideth the 
ſea when the waves thereof roar; The Lord of hoſts 

36 [is] his name: If thoſe ordinances depart from before 
me, faith-the Log, [then] the ſeed of Iſrael alſo ſhall 
ceaſe from being a nation before me for ever; that is, 
my covenant is as ſure as the ordinances of heaven; the jews 
ſhall always continue a diſtin people, and when they are 
converted they ſhall never apoſtatiſe any more, but continue 

37 to the end of the world faithful, holy, and obedient. Thus 
faith the Logo ; If heaven above can be meaſured, and 
the foundations of the earth ſearched out beneath, I 
will alſo caſt off all the ſeed of Iſrael for all that they 
have done, faith the Lorp ; tho* for their fins they de- 
ſerve to be rejected, yet for their fathers ſake, and my cove- 
nant with them, they ſhall at laſt be reſtored. 

38 Behold, the days come, faith the Lok, that the 
city ſhall be built to the Lord from the tower of 

39 Hananeel unto the gate of the corner. And the mea- 
ſuring line ſhall yet go forth overagainſt it upon the 

40 hill Gareb, and ſhall compaſs about to Goath. And 
the whole valley of the dead bodies, or Tophet, and of 

the aſhes, and all the fields unto the brook of Kidron, 
unto the corner of the horſe gate toward the eaſt, [ſhall 
be] holy unto the Loxp ; it ſhall not be plucked up, 
nor thrown down any more for ever.“ 


REFLECTIONS. 


I, E have great reaſon to rejoice in the goſpel 
covenant, and the bleſſed purport of it. The 

covenant God would make with the jews in the latter day, 
18 

m This is a prophecy that Jeruſalem ſhould be rebuilt and 
ſanctified, and that multitudes of the converted jews ſhould ſettle 
there, that they ſhould enlarge the circumference of their temple 
and city, and that what was now polluted ſhould become holy 


ground: but whether theſe expreſſions are literal, or only figu- 
rative, time alone can diſcover. 
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is no other than the chriſtian covenant ; for there will be no 
diſtinction between them and other chriſtians in that day, 
except their ſettlement in their own land. This covenant 
then God makes with us; and every clauſe of it deſerves 
our attention, He will write his laws upon our hearts, 
will enable us to underſtand them, and diſpoſe us to con- 
form to them, as a copy to the original : he will teach us 
by the clear diſcoveries of his goſpel, and the labours of his 
miniſters ; and alſo by the influences of his ſpirit : for the 
beſt interpreter of ſcripture, Jeſus Chriſt, explains this 
promiſe, of immediate divine teaching. The great obſtacle 
to divine illumination, ſanctification, and comfort, is fin; 
it is therefore promiſed, that fin ſhall be pardoned. We 
have full aſſurance of this under the goſpel. Let us rejoice 
and be thankful that we are under this covenant of grace; 
be ever mindful of it; heartily comply with the terms on 
which theſe bleflings are promiſed ; and earneſtly pray that 
God would thus pardon, teach, ſanctify, and fave us. 

2. From the continued providence of God in the ſup. 
port and government of the univerſe, we may aſſuredly 
argue, that his promiſes will be fulfilled. He lights up 
the ſun and the moon ; manages this wide, unmeaſurable 
world; rules the ſea; keeps every thing in its proper 
place, and every creature in its proper office; he can there- 
fore do any and all of thoſe wonderful things which he 
' hath promiſed. He hath preſerved the jews a diſtin& peo- 
ple, notwithſtanding the trouble and periecution they have 
every-where met with; ſo that they are not loit among the 
nations; while whole communities that have enſlaved and 
perſecuted them, have been ſo. te has ſupported. the 
world for the ſake of the church, and for the execution of 
his purpoſes; therefore we may be ſure that the jews ſhall 
be reſtored, and the goſpel ſpread over the earth, Let it be 
our heart defire and prayer, that Iſrael may be ſaved ; and let 
us in the mean time hold faſt the profeſſion of our faith with. 
out wavering, for he is faithful who hath promiſed, 


CHAP, 


. . 


rr” ea w*® CD CoD w* TD eee ee _ O0© 


— Bon, 3 AR Ay. X* 


LY 1 * 


JEREMIAH. XXXII. 541 


CHA P, XXXII. 


In which we have an account of Jeremiali's impriſonment ; his 


complaint to Cod; the prophecy of the captivity is confirmed; 
and the promiſe of a gracious return. 
I HE word that came to Jeremiah from the 
LokD in the tenth year of Zedekiah king of 
Judah, which [was] the eighteenth year of Nebuchad- 
nezzar, and one year before the deſtruttion of Feruſalem. 
2 For then the king of Babylon's army beſieged Jeruſa- 
lem: and Jeremiah the prophet was ſhut up in the 
court of the priſon, which [was] in the king of Judah's 
y houſe. For Zedekiah king of Judah had ſhut him up, 
ſaying, Wherefore doſt thou propheſy, and ſay, Thus 
ſaith the Logp, Behold, I will give this city into the 
hand of the king of Babylon, and he ſhall take it, and 
4 fo diſhearten the people from defending it; And Zedekiah 
king of Judah ſhall not eſcape out of the hand of the 
Chaldeans, but ſhall ſurely be delivered into the hand 
of the king of Babylon, and ſhall ſpeak with him 
mouth to mouth, and his eyes ſhall behold his eyes ; 
5 he ſhall ſee him look with fierceneſs and indignation ; And 
he ſhall lead Zedekiah to Babylon, and there ſhall he 
be until 1 viſit him, or kis poſterity, faith the Log: 
though ye fight with the Chaldeans, ye ſhall not 
oſper. 
6 yr Jeremiah ſaid, The word of the Logp came 
7 unto me, aying, Behold, Hanameel the ſon of Shal- 
lum thine uncle ſhall come unto thee, ſaying, Buy 
thee my field that [is] in Anathoth, which vas three 
miles from Feruſalem, ſo that it was now in the power of 
the Chaldeans : for the right of redemption [is] thine to 
8 buy [it.] So Hanameel mine uncle's ſon came to me 
in the court of the priſon, according to the word of the 
LokD, and ſaid unto me, Buy my field, I pray thee, 
that [is] in Anathoth, which [is] in the country of 
Benjamin: for the right of inheritance is] thine, and 
the redemption [is] thine ; buy [it] for thyſelf. Then 
I knew that this [was] the word of the Lob, and done 
=” 


4 


342 IE RE MIA H. XXXII. 


g by his ſpecial direction. And I bought the field of 
Hanameel my uncle's ſon, that [was] in Anathoth, 
and weighed him the money, [even] ſeventeen ſhekels 

10 of ſilver; about forty ſhillings, And I ſubſcribed the 
evidence, and ſealed [it,] and took witneſſes, and 

11 weighed [him] the money in the balances. So I took the 

evidence of the purchaſe, [both] that which was ſealed 
[according] to the law and cuſtom, and [that which 
was] open ; the original and counterpart, or, the deed of 
aſſignment that was ſealed, and the certificate of the wit- 

12 neſſes: And I gave the evidence of the purchaſe unto 
Baruch the ſon of Neriah, the ſon of Maaſeiah, in the 

fight of Hanameel mine uncle's ¶ſon, ] and in the pre- 
ſence of the witneſſes that ſubſcribed the book of the 
purchaſe, before all the Jews that fat in the court of 
the priſon, 

13 14 And I charged Baruch before them, ſaying, Thus 
faith the Lokp of hoſts, the God of Iſrael; Take theſe 
evidences, this evidence of the purchaſe, both which is 
ſealed, and this evidence which 1s open; and put them 
in an earthen veſſel, that they may continue many 
days; may be hid under ground for greater ſecurity, and 

15 produced after the captivity, For thus faith the Lorp of 
hoſts, the God of Iſrael; Houſes and fields and vine- 
yards ſhall be poſſeſſed again in this land, 

16 Now when I had delivered the evidence of the pur- 
chaſe unto Baruch the fon of Neriah, 1 prayed unto 

17 the Log,” ſaying, Ah Lord Gop ! behold, thou haſt 
made the heaven and the earth by thy great power and 
ſtretched out arm, ſand] there is nothing too hard for 

18 thee: Thou ſhoweſt loving kindneſs unto thouſands, 
and recompenſeſt the iniquity of the fathers into the 
boſom of their children after them: the Great, the 

19 Mighty God, the Lonp of hoſts, [is] his name, Great 
in counſel, and mighty in work, or execution : for thine 
eyes [are] open upon all the ways of the ſons of men: 

: to 


n Jeremiah did as God commanded him, but he wanted to 
underſtand this myſterious providence ; perhaps he thought that 
the threatening was revoked, and therefore prayed to God for 


an explanation, 
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to give every one according to his ways, and according 
20 to the fruit of his doings: Which haſt ſet ſigns and 
wonders in the land of Egypt, which are remembered, 

ſeven] unto this day, and in Iſrael, and amon 
other] men, the nations round about, and haſt made 
21 thee a name, as at this day; And haſt brought forth 
thy people Iſrael out of the land of Egypt with figns, 
and with wonders, and with a ſtrong hand, and with a 
22 ſtretched out arm, and with great terror; And haſt 
iven them this land, which thou didſt ſwear to their 
| — to give them, a land flowing with milk and 
23 honey; And they came in, and poſſeſſed it; but they 
obeyed not thy voice, neither walked in thy law; they 
have done nothing, comparatively, of all that thou com- 
mandedſt them to do: therefore thou haſt cauſed all this 
24 evil to come upon them : Behold the mounts, they 
are come unto the city to take it; and the city is given 
into the hand of the Chaldeans, that fight againft it, 
becauſe of the ſword, and of the famine, and of the 
peſtilence : and what thou haſt ſpoken is come to paſs; 
25 and, behold, thou ſeeſt [it.] And thou halt faid unto 
me, O Lord Goo, Buy thee the field for money; and 
take witneſſes; for, or altho', the city is given into the 
hand of the Chaldeans, and therefore I have no proſpect 

of enjoying it. 

26 Then came the word of the Loxp unto Jeremiah, 
27 ſaying, Behold, I ſam] the Logy, the God of all 
fleſh: Is there any thing too hard for me? [can eaſily 

23 ſurmount all the difficulties thou foreſoeſt. Therefore thus 
_ faith the LORD; Behold, I will give this city into the 
hand of the Chaldeans, and into the hand of Nebuchad- 
29 nezzar king of Babylon, and he ſhall take it : And the 
Chaldeans, that fight againſt this city, ſhall come and 
ſet fire on this city, and burn it with the houſes, upon 
- whoſe roofs they have offered incenſe unto Baal, and 
poured out drink offerings unto other gods, in the moſt 
30 open, audacious manner, to provoke me to anger. For 
the children of Iſrael and the children of Judah have 
only done evil before me from their youth ; for the 
children of Iſrael have only provoked me to anger 
with 
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this city hath been to me [as] a provocation of mine 
anger and of my fury from the day that they built it, 
from Solomon's time, when it was beautified and completed; 
then their idolatry began, and has continued even unto this 
day; that I ſhould remove it from before my face; 
therefore I will withdraw my protection from it, Becauſe 
of all the evil of the children of Iſrael and of the child- 
ren of Judah, which they have done to provoke me 
to anger, they, their kings, their princes, their prieſts, 
and their prophets, and the men of Judah, and in- 
habitants of Jeruſalem, And they have turned unto 
me the back, and not the face; though I taught them, 
riſing up early and teaching them, ] yet they have not 
hearkened to receive inſtruction, But they ſet their 
abominations in the houſe, which is called by my name, 
to defile it, And they built the high places of Baal, 
which [are] in the valley of the ſon of Hinnom, to 
cauſe their ſons and their daughters to paſs through 
the fire] unto Molech ; which I commanded them 
not, neither came it into my mind, that they ſhould do 
this abomination, to cauſe Judah to fin. | 

And now therefore thus faith the Lok, the God of 
Iſrael, concerning this city, whereof ye ſay, in the lan- 
guage of deſpair, It ſhall be delivered into the hand of 
the king of Babylon, to be deſtroyed by the ſword, and 
by the famine, and by the peſtilence; Behold, I wall 
gather them out of all countries, whither I have driven 
them in mine anger, and in my fury, and in great 
wrath; and I will bring them them again unto this 
place, and I will cauſe them to dwell fafely : And they 
ſhall be my people, and I will be their God: And I 
will give them one heart, and one way, à new heart, 
no more divided between God and idols, that they may fear 
me for ever, for the good of them, and of their child- 
ren after them: And I will make an everlaſting cove- 


nant with them, that I will not turn away from them, 


to do them good ; but I will put my fear in their hearts, 
that they ſhall not depart from me. Yea, I will re- 


joice over them to do them good, and I will plant them 
| in 
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in this land aſſuredly with my whole heart and with my 

42 whole ſoul ; with a true and laſting affection. For thus 
faith the Lorp ; Like as I have brought all this great 
evil upon this people, ſo will I bring upon them all 
the good that I have promiſed them; I will be as faith- 

43 to my promiſes as I have been to my threatenings. And 
fields ſhall be bought in this land, whereof ye fay, [It 
is] deſolate without man or beaſt; it is given into the 

44 hand of the Chaldeans. Men ſhall buy fields for money, 
and ſubſcribe evidences, and ſeal them, ] and take wit- 
neſſes in the land of Benjamin, and in the places about 
Jeruſalem, and in the cities of Judah, and in the cities 
of the mountains, and the cities of the valley, and in 
the cities of the ſouth: for I will cauſe their captivity to 
return, faith the Lorp ; they ſhall have ſuck plenty of 
money, ſuch a flouriſhing trade and huſbandry, that they ſhall 
buy lands, not only about Jeruſalem and other cities, but 
all over the country. 


REFLECTIONS. 


I, RO M the circumſtances of the prophet's purchaſe 
we may learn, that it is a matter of prudence and 
duty to be honeſt, punctual, and open in 1 and ſales. 
To have them done by the beſt advice, before competent 
and ſenſible witnefles, and to keep the deeds ſafe. This 
is neceſſary for the peace and proſperity of purchaſers and 
their poſterity. It is much to be lamented that a moſt uſe- 

ful act for regiſtering deeds was laid aſide by the artifice of 
thoſe who make a figure, without ſubſtance to ſupport it; 

or who live by the failures of deeds, and the doubtfulneſs of 
titles. A wiſe man guideth his affairs with diſcretion. 

2. It is very defirable to know the full meaning and 
extent of God's will ; whether by his word or providence. 
It is our duty, like Jeremiah, implicitly to obey the divine 
commands, however made known to us. Yet we may 
humbly defire to know their meaning, as our obedience in 
that caſe will be more ready and cheerful ; and therefore it 
becomes us to look to God by prayer, that he would ſhow 
us what and why he requires of us. If any man lack wiſ- 
dom, let him aſk it of God, | 
Vos. V. Mm 3. In 
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3. In the moſt gloomy proſpects it is good to dwell on 
the divine perfections and promiſes; both to promote our 
reverence and patience, and encourage our hope, Jere- 
miah mentions thoſe perfections of God in his prayer 
which have this tendency; and God himſelf, in his anſwer, 
reminds him of them. And this anſwer ſhows us, that 
he can retrieve national affairs, and revive the intereſts 
of his church when it is at the loweſt ebb. He can like- 
wiſe revive his work in our fouls; for nothing is too 
hard for him What he did for Iſrael, and what he hath 
promiſed to do for his people, are ſufficient grounds for 
thankfulneſs and cheerful expectation. 

4. A change of heart and lite, are neceſſary to the ac- 
quiſition of the divine favour and acceptance. When God 
promiſes the Jews a happy return to and proſperity in their 
land, he promiſes to give them one heart, and to put his fear 
within them, And thus muſt our hearts be one; entirely 
devoted to God; and not divided between him and the 
world, or any creature. Our obedience muſt be entire 
and hearty ; and we muſt, in order to this, ſeek to God, 
that he would implant good diſpoſitions and principles in 
us; and unite our hearts to fear his name. Then he will do 
us good, and that with all his heart and ſoul, and at length 
bleſs us with an inheritance in the heavenly country, 7- 


corruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away, 


— 
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In which God promiſes the Fews a gracious return from cap 
tivity, a ſettled government, and, in due time, Chriſt the 
. Branch of righteouſneſs, 


I OREOVER the word of the Loxp came 
unto Jeremiah the ſecond time, while he was 

2 yet ſhut up in the court of the priſon, ſaying, Thus 
ſaith the Loxp the maker thereof, of Zion and Feru- 
ſalem, the Loxb that formed it, to eſtabliſh or regulate it; 

3 the Lox is his name; Call unto me, and I will anſwer 
thee, and ſhow thee great and mighty things, which thou 
knoweſt not; an expreſſion of God's favour to the prophet 
and of his kindneſs to his people; as if he had ſaid, I will 


make 
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make further diſcoveries of my kind intentions to Iſrael, not j 
only in their return from captivity, but in the bleſſings of 

4 the Meſſiah's kingdom. For thus faith the Logp, the 
God of Iſrael, concerning the houſes of this city, and 
concerning the houſes of the kings of Judah, which 
are thrown down by the mounts, and by the ſword ; 
that is, by engines and mattocks; (the next verſe comes in | 
as a parentheſis concerning the preſent ſtate of Feruſalem, 

5 and the ruin coming upon it;) They come to fight with 
the Chaldeans, but [it is] to fill them with the dead 
bodies of men, whom I have lain in mine anger and 
in my fury, and for all whoſe wickedneſs I have hid 
my face from this city; that is, thoſe from the co 
that come to attack the beſiegers, or the beſieged themſelves 
ſallying out, ill only * them to do ſo much the more 

6 miſchief. Behold I will bring it health and cure, and I 
will cure them, and will reveal unto them the abund- 
ance of peace and truth; or, I will grant their prayer for 
peace and truth; I will reſtore their captivity, and heal 

7 their civil and ſpiritual diſorders. And I will cauſe the 
captivity of Judah and the captivity of Iſrael to return, 

8 and will build them as at the firſt. And I will cleanſe 
them from all their iniquity, whereby they have finned 
againſt me; and I will pardon all their iniquities, 
whereby they have ſinned, and whereby they have tranſ- 
greſſed againſt me; I will remit the puniſhment of their 

9 iniquities. And it ſhall be to me a name of joy, a praiſe 
and an honour before all the nations of the earth, which 
ſhall hear all the good that [ do unto them: and they 
ſhall fear and tremble for all the goodneſs and for all the 
proſperity that I procure unto it; they ſhall be ſtrucł with 
religious azwe, and give glory to me for what I have done for 
them, 

io Thus faith the Lord; Again there ſhall be heard in 
this place, which ye ſay [ ſhall be] deſolate, without man, 
and without beaſt, [even] in the cities of Judah, and in 
the ſtreets of Jeruſalem, that are deſolate, without man 

11 and without inhabitant, and without beaſt, The voice of 
joy, and the voice of gladneſs, the voice of the bride- 
groom, and the voice of the bride, the voice of them 
that ſhall ſay, Praiſe the Lon of hoſts; for the Loxo 

M m 2 [is] 
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[is] good; for his mercy [endureth] for ever: [and] of 
them that ſhall bring the ſacrifice of praiſe into the 
- houſe of the Logp. For I will cauſe to return the 
captivity of the land, as at the firſt, faith the Los : 
there ſhall be common and religious joy in their families and 
in their temple; all which was fulfilled in Exra's time. 

12 Thus faith the Loxp of hoſts; Again in this place, 
which is deſolate without man and without beaſt, and 
in all the cities thereof, ſhall be an habitation of ſhep- 

13 herds cauſing [their] flocks to lie down. In the cities of 

the mountains, in the cities of the vale, and in the 
cities of the ſouth, and in the land of Benjamin, and 
in the places about Jeruſalem, and in the cities of 
Judah, ſhall the flocks paſs again under the hands 
of him that telleth them, ] faith the Lon D; who count- 
ei them, as they go in or come out of the fold. —Then fol- 
lows a prophecy of Chriſt, and the continuance of the goſpel. 
14 Behold, the days come, faith the Logn, that 1 will 
perform that good thing which I have promiſed unto 
the houſe of Iſrael and to the houſe of Judah. 

15 In thoſe days, and at that time, will 1 cauſe the 

Branch of righteouſneſs to grow up unto David; and 
he ſhall execute judgment and righteouſneſs in the land. 

16 In thoſe days ſhall Judah be ſaved, and Jeruſalem ſhall 

dwell ſafely : and this [is the name] wherewith ſhe ſhall 
be called, The Loxp our righteouſneſs ; the church 
ſpall be called by the name of Chriſt, as it is the ſeat of his 
reſidence, as the righteouſneſs of its members is derived from 
him, and they are dedicated to him. 

17 For thus faith the Loxp ; David ſhall never want a 

man to fit upon the throne of the houſe of Iſrael; 

18 Neither ſhall the prieſts the Levites want a man before 

me to offer burnt offerings, and to kindle meat offer- 
ings, and to do facrifice continually ; Chriſt ſhall reign 
as a king, and be a prieſt for ever. 

19 And the word of the Log p came unto Jeremiah, 

20 ſaying, Thus faith the Lon; If ye can break my 

covenant of the day, and my covenant of the night, 
and that there ſhould not be day and night in their 

21 ſeaſon; [Then] may alſo my covenant be WN r 
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David my ſervant, that he ſhould not have a ſon to 
reign upon his throne; and with the Levites the 
prieſts, my miniſters; that is, God will always have 
22 thoſe who ſhall preach, profeſs, and adorn the goſpel. As 
the hoſt of heaven cannot be numbered, neither the 
ſand of the ſea meaſured : fo will I multiply the ſeed 
of David my ſervant, the ſpiritual ſeed, the people of 
Chriſt, and the Levites that miniſter unto me. 
23 Moreover the word of the Loxp came to Jeremiah, 
24 ſaying, Conſidereſt thou not what this people have 
- ſpoken, (referring to their enemies deriding, or to the Jews 
deſpairing,) ſaying, The two families which the Loxp 
hath choſen, I/rae! and Fudah, he hath even caſt them 
off? thus they have deſpiſed my people, that they 
ſhould be no more a nation before them; as if they 
25 were never lite to be a nation again. Thus faith the 
Lord; if my covenant [be] not with day and night, 
[and if ] I have not appointed the ordinances of heaven 
26 and earth, day and night, ſummer and winter; Then will 
I caſt away the ſeed of Jacob, and David my ſervant, 
[ſo] that 1 will not take [any] of his ſeed ſto be] 
. rulers over the ſeed of Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob : 
for I will cauſe their captivity to return, and have 
mercy on them : the chriſtian church ſhall never ceaſe to 
the end of the world. | 


REFLECTIONS. 
I, HE viſits of God to his people are ſufficient to 


make any place and circumſtance comfortable. 

v. 2, 3. God came to Jeremiah with very gracious pro- 
miſes. He had before complained bitterly indeed of his 
rievous meſſages, when he had peace and liberty ; here 
e hath comfortable ones, while confined, God can thus 
viſit his people, and often does, when confined and afflict- 
ed ; and makes their ſecret chambers delightful, None of 
their enemies can debar them from his viſits. If we defire 
his gracious preſence with us in ſeaſons of trouble, we 
muſt earneſtly pray for it, v. 3, and then we may hope 
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that as our tribulations abound, our conſolations in Chriſt will 
muck more abound. | 

2. We here ſee the happy effects of divine diſcoveries 
and favours, v. 6. Thus God mercifully deals with diſeaſed 
ſouls; reveals to them thoſe important doctrines which are 
truth, and imparts that peace, which Chriſt has procured 
for them by his ſufferings and grace; he heals their ſpiri- 
tual maladies, and reſtores their comfort and cheerfulneſs. 
Let us ſtudy the truth as it is in Jeſus; receive it with meek- 
neſs and love; labour to be in a ſtate of peace with God; 
and preſerve our minds in a ſtate of ſerenity, This will 
be the beſt antidote againſt the evils of life, and the ſureſt 
foundation of true pleaſure and lively hope. 

3. Let us bleſs God for theſe promiſes ; rejoice that 
they have hitherto been fulfilled ; and depend upon the 
further accompliſhment of them. We have ſeen the goſpel 
ſpread to this day, amidft perſecutions, enemies, and cor- 
ruptions ; we have ſeen a ſucceſſion of chriſtian miniſters, 
amidſt all their diſcouragements ; and are, as chriſtians, 


the ſeed of David, that is, of Chriſt the ſon of David, 


Still is God maintaining his cauſe ſtirring up the ſpirit of 
ſome to devote themſelves to the ſervice of the ſanctuary, 
and raiſing up in our families a ſeed to ſerve him. This, 
if we are chriſtians indeed, we cannot but behold with plea- 
ſure and thankfulneſs: and as ſurely as day and night, ſum- 
mer and winter, continue to ſucceed each other, ſo ſurely 
ſhall this be the caſe with the church to the end of the 
world. Let us rejoice in our relation to that church, whoſe 
name 1s The Lord our righteouſneſs, conſulting its intereſts 
to the utmoſt of our power, and endeavouring to be a 
name, a praiſe, and an honour to the Lord, who hath pur- 
chaſed us to himſelf with his own blood. 


— 
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CHAP. XXXIV. 


While Jeruſalem was beſieged, the Egyptians came 10 help 
Zedekiah, and the Chaldcons drew off to fight the Eg yp- 
tians; during this lime the events related in this chapter 
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1 FTA\HE word which came unto Jeremiah from the 
Lok, when Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, 
and all his army, and all the kingdoms of the earth of 
his dominion, and all the people, fought againſt Jeru- 

2 ſalem, and againſt all the cities thereof, ſaying, Thus 
faith the Logp, the God of Iſrael; Go and ſpeak to 
Zedekiah king of Judah, and tell him, Thus faith the 
Lord; Behold, I will give this city into the hand of 
the king of Babylon, and he ſhall burn it with fire : 

3 And thou ſhalt not eſcape out of his hand, but ſhalt 
ſurely be taken, and delivered into his hand ; and thine 
eyes ſhall behold the eyes of the king of Babylon, and 
he ſhall ſpeak with thee mouth to mouth, in a ſtern 

4 angry manner, and thou ſhalt go to Babylon. Yet 
hear the word of the Lox D, O Zedekiah king of 
Judah; Thus faith the Logp of thee, Thou ſhalt not 

5 die by the {word : [But] thou ſhalt die in peace: and 
with the burnings of thy fathers, the former kings 
which were before thee, ſo ſhall they burn [odours] for 
thee ; and they will lament thee, [ſaying,] Ah lord! 
for I have pronounced the word, faith the Log ; thou 
ſhalt die a natural death, and receive the uſual marks of re- 

6 ſpect which are paid to kings at their deceaſe. Then Jere- 
miah the prophet ſpake all theſe words unto Zedekiah 
king of Judah in Jeruſalem, (for which he was impriſoned, 

7 chap. xxxii. } When the king of Babylon's army fought 
againſt Jeruſalem, and againſt all the cities of Judah that 
were left, againſt Lachiſh, and againſt Azekah : for theſe 
defenced cities remained of the cities of Judah. 

8 [This is] the word that came unto Jeremiah from 
the Logo, after that the king Zedekiah had made a 
covenant with all the people which [were] at Jeruſa- 
lem, to proclaim liberty unto them, when he thought 
judgments were coming he began a reformation accord- 

9 ing to the law in Exodus xxi. 2; That every man 
ſhould let his man ſervant, and every man his maid 
ſervant, [being] an Hebrew or an Hebreweſs, go free; 
that none ſhould ſerve himſelf of them, [to wit, ] of 
a Jew his brother, tho" ſold either to pay their debts, or by 

Io the judges for their crimes. Now when all the princes, 
M m 4 and 
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and all the people, which had entered into the cove- 
nant, heard that every one ſnould let his man ſervant, 


and every one his maid ſervant, go free, that none 


ſhould ſerve themſelves of them any more, then they 
obeyed, and let [them] go. But afterward they turned, 
and cauſed the ſervants and the handmaids, whom they 
had let go free, to return, and brought them into ſub- 
jection for ſervants and for handmaids ; when the ſiege 
was raiſed for a while, they laid hold of them, and brought 
them into bondage again ; which was worſe than if they had 


never let them go free. ' 


12 
13 


Therefore the word of the Loxp came to Jeremiah 
from the Lox, ſaying, Thus faith the Lorp, the 
God of Iſrael; I made a covenant with your fathers in 
the day that 1 brought them forth out of the land of 


14 Egypt, out of the houſe of bondmen, ſaying, At the 


15 


end of ſeven years, or, within the term of ſeven years, 
let ye go every man his brother an Hebrew, which 
hath been fold unto thee; and when he hath ſerved 
thee fix years, thou ſhalt let him go free from thee : 
but your fathers hearkened not unto me, neither in- 
clined their ear. This law, and that concerning the ſab- 
batical year, have been neglected for ſeveral ages. And 
ye were now turned, and had done right in my fight, 
in proclaiming liberty every man to his neighbour 


and ye had made a covenant before me in the houſe 
16 which is called by my name: But ye turned and pol- 


17 


luted my name, and cauſed every man his ſervant, and 
every man his handmaid, whom he hath ſet at liberty 


at their pleaſure, to return, and brought them into 


ſubjection, to be unto you for ſervants and for hand- 


maids, Therefore thus faith the Loxp ; Ye have not 


hearkened unto me, in proclaiming liberty, every one 
to his brother, and every man to his neighbour : be- 
hold, I proclaim a liberty for you, faith the Lox, 
to the ſword, to the peſtilence, and to the famine and 
I will make you to be removed into all the kingdoms 
of the earth. A remarkable contraſt ! Ye nave not given 
liberty to your brethren and neighbours, therefore I will 
give the ſword, the peſtilence, and the famine, full — 

| miſſion 
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miſſion and liberty to attack you without controul ; and ye 

18 ſhall be flaves among ſtrangers and enemies. And I will 
ive the men that have tranſgreſſed my covenant, which 
— not performed the words of the covenant which 
they had made before me, when they cut the calf in 
19 twain, and paſſed betweeen the parts thereof, The 
princes of Judah and the princes of Jeruſalem, the 
eunuchs, and the prieſts, and all the people of the 


20 land, which paſſed between the parts of the calf ;* I will 


even give them into the hand of their enemies, and 
into the hand of them that ſeek their life: and their 
dead bodies ſhall be for meat unto the fowls of the 
21 heaven, and to the beaſts of the earth. And Zede- 
kiah king of Judah and his princes, will I give into 
the hand of their enemies, and into the hand of them 
that ſeek their life, and into the hand of the king of 
22 Babylon's army, which are gone up from you. Be- 
hold, I will command, faith the Lorp, and cauſe them 
to return to this city; and they ſhall fight againſt it, 
and take it, and burn it with fire: and 1 will make the 
cities of Judah a deſolation without an inhabitant. 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. BSERVE a remarkable inſtance of the good- 

neſs and ſeverity of God, in the caſe of Zede- 
kiah. He was not one of the worſt of their kings; but 
by his diſobedience to God, and treachery to the king of 
Babylon, to whom he ſwore allegiance, he was dethroned, 
carried captive, and had his eyes put out. Yet he lived in 
honour at Babylon, died in peace, and was buried -with 


royal pomp. Thus judgment and mercy were mingled - 


together: God puniſhed his diſobedience and falſchood ; 
yet ſhowed him ſome favour on account of his freedom 
from ſome of the vices of his predeceſſors. God will not 

ſuffer 


o Here is an alluſion to their manner of making covenants ; 
they killed a calf, and before it was laid on the altar, the 
covenanting parties walked between the parts of it, and ſo made 


a kind of imprecation, that God would ſo cut them aſunder if 


they broke the covenant: this was a common cuſtom among the 
keathen, and as old as Abraham's time, See Gen. xv. 17. 
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ſuffer diſobedience and treachery to go unpuniſhed ; nor 
any degree of virtue and obedience to go unrewarded. 

2. It may be uſeful to bind ourſelves by ſolemn engage- 
ments to our duty, Thus the Jews did, when they were 
informed what the law of God was concerning the releaſe 
of their ſervants. The covenant was ſolemnly made and 
ratified in the houſe and preſence of God ; and attended 
with imprecations of his wrath if they brake it. It may 
be ſerviceable to us to bind ourſelves by ſolemn vows to 


what is our duty; and often to remind ourſelves of them, 


and of the authority, omniſcience, and power of God; and 
thus to keep up a due apprehenſion of his wrath in caſe of 
diſobedience; and all is little enough to fix our unſteady 


minds, and keep them firm to his commands. But we 


learn alſo, 

3. That if we break our vows to God, he will ſeverely 
puniſh it. What could be more vile and infamous than 
the conduct of this people to their ſervants ! It was not 
only an injury to them, but a high affront to God, and a 
contempt of his law. They, as it 1s here faid, polluted his 
name, and brought a reproach upon his religion; and therefore 
he gave them over to all kind of calamities. This is too 
often the caſe with the vows men make in the time of 
ſickneſs and trouble; they promiſe, and perhaps begin to 
reform; but when the trouble is over, their good reſolu- 
tions are gone; they repent of their repentance, and be- 
come as bad, yea worſe than before, But be not deceived, 
God is not mocked ;, diſſembled repentance, and partial re- 
formation, are highly provoking to him ; and therefore 
only adding deceit and treachery to other fins. In this caſe 
God will repent of the good he intended us, and make our 
puniſhment more remarkable and dreadful. hen thou haſt 
vowed a vow, defer not to pay it. 


CH AP. XXXV. 


Jeremiah is here ordered to go to the Rechabites, who on the 
approach of the Chaldeans took refuge in Jeruſalem, and to 
try their obedience to the command of their father by offering 

them 
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them wine to drink; which they refuſed : hence occaſion is ta- 
ken to upbraid the Jews with their diſobedience to the com- 
mands of Cod; ana a bleſſing is pronounced on the Rechabites. 


I H E word which came unto Jeremiah from the 
Lok in the days of Jehoiakim the ſon of Joſiah 

2 king of Juvah,” ſaying, Go unto the houſe of the Re- 
chahites,* and ſpeak unto them, and bring them into 
the houſe of the Lorp, into one of the chambers, and 
give them wine to drink, which Fonadab had forbidden 

3 them. See v. 8, Then I took Jaazaniah the ſon of 

Jeremiah, the ſon of Habaziniah, and his brethren, 
and all his ſons, and the whole houſe of the Recha- 

4 bites; And I brought them into the houſe of the 

Lon o, into the chamber of the ſons of Hanan the ſon 
of Igdaliah a man of God, which [was] by the cham- 
ber of the princes, which [was] above the chamber of 
Maaſeiah the ſon of Shallum, the keeper of the door, 
and near the place where the ſanhedrim or council was held, 
5 to make the affair more publick and ſolemn: And I ſet 
before the ſons of the houſe of the Rechabites pbts 
full of wine, and cups, and I ſaid unto them, Drink 

6 ye wine. But they ſaid, We will drink no wine: for 

Jonadab the fon of Rechab our father commanded us, 
about three hundred years before this time, (2 Kings x. 15.) 
ſaying, Ye ſhall drink no wine, [neither] ye, nor your 

7 ſons for ever: Neither ſhall ye build houſe, nor ſow 

ſeed, nor plant vineyard, nor have [any :] but all your 
days ye ſhall dwell in tents; that ye may live many 

8 days in the land where ye be] ſtrangers.” Thus have 

we 

This was in his fourth year, when Jeruſalem was beſieged, 
and many captives taken, and in which Daniel and his com- 
panions were carried to babylon. 

1 Theſe people were a branch of the family of the Kenites, 
deſcended from Moſes's father in law Hobab. In Judges i. 16. 
we read of Jonadab the ſon of Rechab, who was a man of con- 
ſiderable eminence, and whom Jehu took with him into his chariot 
to witneſs his zeal for the honour of God. 

The deſign of this command was, that they ſhould live 
8 the Iſraelites, and not be envied or ill uſed, as 
they might have been had they been tradeſmen or huſbandmen; 


it might alſo be intended to preſerve them from the temptati- 
one 


„r 
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we obeyed the voice of Jonadab the ſon of Rechab our 
father in all that he hath charged us, to drink no wine 
all our days, we, our wives, our ſons, nor our daugh- 
9 ters; Nor to build houſes for us to dwell in: neither 
Io have we vineyard, nor field, nor ſeed: But we have 
dwelt in tents, and have obeyed, and done according 
11 to all that Jonadab our father commanded us. But it 
came to paſs, when Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon 
came up into the land, that we ſaid, Come, and let us 
go to Jeruſalem for fear of the army of the Chaldeans, 
and for fear of the army of the Syrians: * ſo we dwell 
at Jeruſalem ; being obliged for our own ſecurity ta break 

thro this rule in part, and take ſhelter in this city. 
12 Then came the word of the Loxgp unto Jeremiah, 
13 ſaying, Thus ſaith the Loxp of hoſts, the God of 
Hrael; Go and tell the men of Judah and the in- 
habitants of Jeruſalem, Will ye not receive inſtruction 
14 to hearken to my words? faith the Logp. The words 
of Jonadab the ſon of Rechab, that he commanded 
his ſons not to drink wine, are performed ; for unto 
'this day they drink none, but obey their father's com- 
mandment: notwithſtanding I have ſpoken to you, 
riſing early and ſpeaking ; but ye hearkened not unto 
15 me. I have ſent alſo unto you all my ſervants the 
prophets, riſing up early and ſending them, ] ſaying, 
Return ye now every man from his evil way, and 
amend your doings, and go not after other gods to 
ſerve them, and ye ſhall dwell in the land which I have 
given to you and to your fathers: but ye have not 
inclined your ear, nor hearkened unto me ; they have 
ſhowed greater regard to a man, than you have done to God. 
16. Becauſe the ſons of Jonadab the ſon of Rechab have 
performed the commandment of their father, which he 
commanded them ; but this people hath not hearkened 
| __ unto 


ons of luxury and interaperance, and the contagion of ill ex- 
amples; and that in troubleſonie times they might more eaſily 
get away. Accordingly they were never incorporated with the 
Jews, nor circumciſed, but lived amovg them as friends, and 
worſhipped the true God, | 

* Nebuchadnezzar, having conquered the Syrians, recruited his 
army with them, and brought them on this expedition, 
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17 unto me: Therefore thus faith the Loxp God of 
hoſts, the God of Iſrael; Behold, I will bring upon 
Judah and upon all the inhabitants of Jeruſalem, all the 
evil that I have pronounced againſt them : becauſe I 
have ſpoken unto them, but they have not heard; and 
I have called unto them, but they have not anſwered. 

18 And Jeremiah ſaid unto the houſe of the Rechabites, 
Thus faith the Loxp of hoſts, the God of Iſrael ; Be- 
cauſe ye have obeyed the commandment of Jonadab 
your father, and kept all his precepts, and done ac- 

19 cording unto all that he hath commanded you : There- 
fore thus ſaith the Loxp of hoſts, the God of Iſrael; 
Jonadab the ſon of Rechab ſhall not want a man to 
ſtand before me for ever; that is, they ſhall continue to 
be a people a long time; or perhaps the meaning may be, 
none of them ſhall be ſlain in the aſſault upon the city; ac- 
cording to the marginal reading, there ſhall not a man be 
cut off from Fonadab the ſon of Rechab 40 ſtand before me 


for ever. 


o 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. '$ BSERVE how acceptable to God, obedience and 
ſubjection to parents are. A reverence for the 

memory of a pious anceſtor led theſe people to obſerve 
his ordinances; and God put a mark of honour upon 
them. How reaſonable is it then, for children and young 
people to obey their parents, when they require of them 
nothing but what is an evident and important duty? Let 
the ſolicitude which theſe people ſhowed to keep up the 
cuſtoms of their anceſtors, lead us to be concerned to keep 
up the entail of religion, and the worſhip of God in our 
families, from generation to generation; remembering, 
that ſtrict ſobriety and moderation to this world, are the 
beſt means of preſerving, it : whereas pride and luxury are 
its bane and ruin, When young perſons grow aſhamed of 
the ſimplicity and the employments of their anceſtors, and 
are 

t In 1 Chron. ii. 55, we find, that ſome of them returned 


with the Jews after the captivity, and ſo had the privilege f 
worſhipping at God's temple. 
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are aſpiring to a higher rank and place in life, they too 
often loſe the religion of their anceſtors; and tho* they 
become more eſteemed in the fight of men, are an abomi- 
nation in the fight of God, and loſe the greateſt glory of 
the family. 

2. How much more reaſonable and important is it 
to obey the commands of God] How forcible was the 
argument uſed in this chapter to the Jews? Jonadab was 
but a man, and had heen long dead; but God was their 
father and maſter, almighty, and eternal. He never tied 
them up to ſuch ſeverities as were enjoined upon the 
Rechabites. His favours to the Jews were incomparably 
greater than Jonadab's to his children; and he had re- 
minded them of his commands and favours, by many 
prophets and for many ſucceeding years. How abſurd and 
monſtrous is it for young perſons, tho' dutiful and affec- 


tionate to earthly parents, to forget God! to caſt off fear, 


and reſtrain prayer before him! to be tractable and reſpect. 
ful to men, but diſobedient and rebellious to God! Let 
us fear God our father in heaven, and keep his command- 
ments, for they are not grievous; and in keeping of them there 
ts great reward. 


3. What ſpecial obligations are chriſtians under, to cele- 


brate the death of Chriſt at his table. The Rechabites 
thought the will of a dying anceſtor ſufficiently binding, 
and they fulfilled it for many generations. How inexcuſa- 
ble then are thoſe chriſtians, who will not fulfil the dyi 
command of a Saviour, in ſhowing forth his death till 
he come? That Saviour, to whom they profeſs ſub. 
jection, and owe all their privileges and hopes? His au- 
thority and love ſhould engage their obedience; and to 
refuſe it, is ſuch ingratitude and inconſiſtency, as may juſtly 
fill them with ſhame, and alarm their fears: while thoſe 
who punctually, regularly, and ſeriouſly fulfil their maſter's 
will, and act conſiſtently, may cheerfully expect his great 
and eternal falvation. 


CHAP. 


«I > 
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In «which Baruch writeth and publickly reads Jeremial's pro- g 
plecy; Jelioialim, hearing of this, orders the roll to be fetched, | 
and burns it; upon which Jeremiah denounces judgment againſt 
him; and Baruch writes a new copy. 


I ND it came to paſs in the fourth year of Je- 
hotakim the ſon of Joſiah king of Judah, [that] 
this word came unto Jeremiah from the Lox, ſaying, 
2 Take thee a roll of a book, or, a ſcroll of parchment 
rolled upon a flick," and write therein all the words that 
have ſpoken unto thee againſt Iſrael, and againſt 
Judah, and againſt all the nations, from the day I 
ſpake unto thee, from the days of Jofiah, even unto 
this day; write à ſummary of thoſe things thou haſt de- 
3 livered from time to time, It may be that the houſe of 
Judah will hear all the evil which I purpoſe to do unto 
them; that they may return every man from his evil 
way; that I may forgive their iniquity and their fin.” 
4+ Then Jeremiah called Baruch the ſon of Neriah; and . 
' Baruch wrote from the mouth bf Jeremiah all the 
words of the Loxp, which he had ſpoken unto him, 
5 upon a roll of a book, And Jeremiah commanded 
Baruch, ſaying, I ſam] ſhut up; I cannot go into 
the houſe of the Lox D; that is, I am a priſoner ;, or 
6 rather, I am forbid to go thither : Therefore go thou, 
and read in the roll, which thou haſt written from my 
month, the words of the Lorpd in the ears of the 
people in the Loa 's houſe upon the faſting day, the 
day of atonement : and alſo thou ſhalt read them in the 
7 ears of all Judah that come out of their cities, It 
may be they will preſent their ſupplication before the 
Lok, and will return every one from his evil way: 
for great [is] the anger and the fury that the Lozp 'H 
8 hath pronounced againſt this people. And Baruch 0 F 
on 1 
* Theſe were the books then in uſe; this may account for 
the tranſpoſition of the chapters in this prophecy, which were pro- 
bably written on many ſeparate ſcrolls. 
This was a proper means to effect this end, and would leave 


them inexcuſable; tho' God knew that in fact they would not 
hearken, 
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ſon of Neriah did according to all that Jeremiah the 
prophet commanded him, reading in the book the 
9 words of the Lonp in the Lonxp's houſe. And it came 
to paſs in the fifth year of Jehoiakim the ſon of Joſiah 
king of Judah, in the ninth month, [that] they pro- 
claimed a faſt before the Lorp to all the people in 
Jeruſalem, and to all the people that came from the 
cities of Judah unto Jeruſalem ; perhaps for the removal 
10 of that drought mentioned, chap, xiv. 1, 2. Then read 
Baruch in the book the words of Jeremiah in the houſe 
of the Lorp,* in the chamber of Gemariah the ſon of 
Shaphan the ſcribe, in the higher court, at the entry of 
the new gate of the Loxp's houſe, in the ears of all the 
people ; probably out of ſome window or balcony, that the 
people in the courts of the temple might the better hearhim. 
' 11 When Michaiah the ſon of Gemariah, the ſon of 
Shaphan, had heard out of the book all the words of 
12 the Lord, Then he went down into the king's houſe 
into the ſcribe's chamber ; and, lo, all the princes fat 
there, [even] Eliſhama the ſcribe, and Delaiah the fon 
of Shemaiah, and Elnathan the ſon of Achbor, and 
Gemariah the ſon of Shaphan, and Zedekiah the ſon 
13 of Hananiah, and all the princes. Then Michaiah 
declared unto them all the words that he had heard, 
when Baruch read the book in the ears of the people.” 
14 Therefore all the princes ſent Jehudi the fon of Natha- 
niah, the ſon of Shelemiah, the ſon of Cuſhi, unto 
Baruch, ſaying, Take in thine hand the roll wherein 
thou haſt read in the ears of the people, and come. 
So Baruch the ſon of Neriah took the roll in his hand, 
15 and came unto them. And they ſaid unto him, Sit 
down now, and read it in our ears. So Baruch read 
16 [it] in their ears. Now it came to paſs, when they 
had heard all the words, they were afraid both one and 
other, and ſaid unto Baruch, We will ſurely tell the 
king 
* This was near a year after the former command; he had 
ably been reading it to ſele& companies all this time. 
Y Michaiah ſeems to have done this from a Fe principle, as 
his father had lent Baruch the chamber to read out of; he went 


to the ſecretaries office, and told them of it; they perhaps being 
too buſy to attend the temple ſervice on a faſt day. 
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king of all theſe words: impreſſed with the predictions and 
threatenings, they reſolved to tell them the king, as they 

17 could do nothing without him, And they aſked Baruch, 
ſaying, Tell us now, How didſt thou write all theſe 

18 words at his mouth? Then Baruch anſwered them, He 
pronounced all theſe words unto me with his mouth, 

19 and I wrote [them] with ink in the book. Then faid 
the princes unto Baruch, Go, hide thee, thou and 
Jeremiah, and let no man know where ye be; /inking 
that the book would provoke the king, and having a regard 
for Jeremiah and Baruch, they adviſed them to hide them- 
ſelves. 

20 And they went in to the king into the court, but 
they laid up the roll in the chamber of Eliſhama the 
ſcribe, and told all the words in the ears of the king. 

21 So the king ſent Jehudi to fetch the roll: and he took 
it out of Eliſhama the ſcribe's chamber. And Jehudi 
read it in the ears of the king, and in the ears of all 

22 the princes which ſtood beſide the king. Now the 
king ſat in the winter houſe, in the ninth month: and 
there was a fire] on the hearth burning before him. 

23 And it came to paſs, [that] when Jehudi had read 
three or four leaves, or rather, columns or paragraphs, 
that he cut it with the penknife, and caſt ¶ it] into the 
fire that [was] on the hearth, until all the roll was con- 
ſumed in the fire that [was] on the hearth; 4 high 
affront to God, and a declaration that he deſpiſed his pre- 

24 cepts, and defied his threatenings, Yet they were not 
afraid, nor rent their garments, [neither] the king, 
nor any of his ſervants that heard all theſe words, as 
they ought to have done, and as Fofiah did in the like caſe. 
In verſe ſixteenth it is ſaid they were afraid; but, being under 
the influence of the king, they began to think as he did, at 

25 leaſt to'ſhow no fear before him. Nevertheleſs Elnathan 
and Delaiah and Gemariah had made interceſſion to the 
king that he would not burn the roll: but he would 

26 not hear them. But the king commanded Jerahmeel 
the fon of Hammelech, and Seraiah the ſon of Azriel, 
and Shelemiah the ſon of Abdeel, to take Baruch the 
{cribe and Jeremiah the prophet : but the Logo hid 

"AP; Nn them; 
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them; God ſo ordered matters that they were not diſcovered. 

27 Then the word of the Logp came to Jeremiah, after 
that the king had burned the roll, and the words which 

28 Baruch wrote at the mouth of Jeremiah, ſaying, Take 
thee again another roll, and write in it all the former 
words that were in the firſt roll, which Jehoiakim the 

29 king of Judah hath burned. And thou ſhalt ſay to 
Jehoiakim king of Judah, Thus faith the Loxb; 
Thou haſt burned this roll, ſaying, Why haſt thou 
written therein, ſaying, The king of Babylon ſhall cer- 
tainly come and deſtroy this land, and ſhall cauſe to 
ceaſe from thence man and beaft ? intimating that this was 

30 the ſubſtance of the whole, Therefore thus faith the LoD 

of Jehoiakim king of Judah; He ſhall have none to fit 
upon the throne of David : and his dead body ſhall be 

. _ caſt out in the day to the heat, and in the night to the 

31 froſt.” And ] will puniſh him and his ſeed and his ſer- 
vants for their iniquity ; and I will bring upon them, 
and upon the inhabitants of Jeruſalem, and upon the 
men of Judah, all the evil that I have pronounced 
againſt them; but they hearkened not. 

32 Then took Jeremiah another roll, and gave it to 
Baruch the ſcribe, the fon of Neriah; who wrote 
therein from the mouth of Jeremiah all the words of the 
book which Jehoiakim king of Judah had burned in 
the fire : and there were added beſides unto them many 
like words. 


REFLECTIONS. 


Is E are here ſhown the end for which the ſcrip- 
' tures were written, and miniſters preach, v.3—7. 

It was by divine appointment that the ſcriptures were 
written; and they are to be ee read and explained, 
to engage men 70 conſider, and repent of their evil ways. It is 
a great encouragement to repentance that God will forgive 
their iniquity; tho? without it he will not. For this end 
miniſters 


Which Joſephus ſays was the caſe, There is a great differ- 
ence between that climate and ours; a river there, is ſometimes 
frozen over in a night, when the preceding day is very hot. 
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miniſters are to preach the word: and if, as in the caſe 
before us, they repeat the ſame ſentiments, exhortations, 
or even diſcourſes, it may be uſeful, that they may be bet- 
ter known, conſidered, and remembered. They have a 
divine pattern for ſo doing ; and perhaps, thoſe curious 
hearers, who are moſt ready to complain of it, need it moſt. 
The end of preaching is ſo important, that there is need of 
line upon line, and precept upon precept, to ſave men 
from fin and deſtruction, 

2. How vain are all the outward ſhows of piety, while 
the power of it is wanting! Theſe 8 proclaimed 
a faſt, while they went on in their treſpaſſes. Theſe cour- 
tiers ſhowed ſome reverence to the word of God at firſt, 
ſome reſpect to the prophet and his ſecretary : but the — 
impreſſions quickly wore off. When they ſaw how light 
the king made of the threatenings, they began to think 
there was nothing in them; they contented themſelves with 
aſking impertinent queſtions about the manner of writing 
the prophet's ſermons, while they were' not wrought upon 
by the ſermons themſelves. So eafily do men deceive them - 
ſelves in the moſt weighty matters. How careful ſhould 
we be that we hear, conſider, and obey the commands of 
the Lord, and tremble at his word. 

3. How lamentable is the obſtinacy of ſinners when it 
leads them to deſpiſe the word of God. What horrible in- 
ſolence was the king guilty of in burning Jeremiah's pro- 
phecy ! What impatience under reproof! What an affront 
to God ! He ſhowed a ſteady determination not to comply 
with the command, and expreſſed an impudent defiance of 
the threatening : thus he hardened his own heart, and ſet a 
bad example to his courtiers and people. But obſerve how 
the chapter concludes : the fame words were written in an- 
other book, and there were added unto them many like words. 
Men may burn the bible, but not one tittle of it ſhall fall 
to the ground. Its threatenings ſtan] in full force, and 
ſhall all be executed upon the diſobedient; who only pre- 
pare heavier judgments for themſelves, by their contempt 
of God's word and commandments : for it is as true of its 
threatenings, as of its promiſes, that the word of God liveth 
and abideth for ever. 


* 


N n 2 CHAP, 
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C HAP. XXXVII. 


The Egyptians having raiſed the Chaldean fiege, Zedekiah ſends 
to Jeremiah, «who propheſies the return of the Chaldeans, and 
their victory; upon which he is beaten and put into priſon. 


I ND king Zedekiah the ſon of Joſiah reigned in- 
A ſtead of Coniah the ſon of Jehoiakim, whom 
Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon made king in the land 
of Judah, in the room of his nephew, and had taken of him 

2 an oath of homage. But neither he, nor his ſervants, 
nor the people of the land, did hearken unto the words 

of the Loxp, which he ſpake by the prophet Jeremiah. 

3 And Zedekiah the king ſent Jehucal the ſon of Shele- 
miah and Zephaniah the ſon of Maaſeiah the prieſt to 

the prophet Jeremiah, ſaying, Pray now unto the Loxo 

4 our God for us, Now Jeremiah came in and went out 
among the people: for they had not put him into 

5 priſon. Then Pharaoh's army was come forth out of 
Egypt: and when the Chaldeans that beſieged Jeruſa- 
lem heard tidings of them, they raiſed the fiege and de- 
parted from Jeruſalem.“ | 

Then came the word of the Lox bp unto the prophet 

7 Jeremiah, ſaying, Thus ſaith the Lorp, the God of 
Iſrael; Thus ſhall ye ſay to the king of Judah, that 
ſent you unto me to enquire of me; Behold, Pharaoh's 
army, which is come forth to help you, ſhall return to 

8 Egypt into their own land. And the Chaldeans ſhall 
come again, and fight againſt this city, and take it, and 

9 burn it with fire. Thus faith the Loxp; Deceive not 
yourſelves, ſaying, The Chaldeans ſhall ſurely depart 

10 from us: for they ſhall not depart. For though ye 
had ſmitten the whole army of the Chaldeans that fight 
againſt you, and there remained [but] wounded men 
among them, [yet] ſhould they riſe up every man in 
his tent, and burn this city with fire ; God will find in- 

ftruments 


* Zedekiah had broken his league with the king of Babylon, 
and entered into an alliance with the king of Egypt, and the 
Egyptians came to help him; upon this the Chaldeans left Jeru- 
ſalem, and went to face the Egyptians ; in which having ſucceeded, 
they came again to the ſiege. 
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Rtruments to execute his purpoſes, and he can make the moſt 
unlikely ſucceſ5ful. | 

11. And it came to paſs, that when the army of the 
Chaldeans was broken up from Jeruſalem for fear of 
12 Pharaoh's army, Then Jeremiah went forth out of 
Jeruſalem to go into the land of Benjamin, 7 Anathoth, 
where his eſtate lay, to ſeparate himſelf thence in the 
midſt of the people; perceiving that he could do no good in 
the city, he thought it beſt to retire with the people <who were 

13 going to look to their affairs in the country. And when he 
was in the gate of Benjamin, a captain of the ward 
[was] there, whoſe name [was] Irijah, the fon of She- 
lemiah, the ſon of Hananiah the falſe prophet, whoſe 
death Feremiah had foretold, and he took Jeremiah the 
prophet, ſaying, Thou falleſt away to the Chaldeans; 
thou art going to them in perſon, io encourage them, becauſe 
thou haſt foretold their taking the city, and haſt exhorted the 

14 king and people to ſubmit. Then ſaid Jeremiah, [It is] 
falſe; I fall not away to the Chaldeans. But he heark- 
ened not to him: ſo Irijah took Jeremiah, and brought 

15 him to the princes, 1 the chief officers of ſlate. Where- 
fore the princes were wroth with Jeremiah, and ſmote 
him, - that is, ſcourged him, and put him in priſon in the 
houſe of Jonathan the ſcribe: for they had made that 

the priſon. 

16 When Jeremiah was entered into the dungeon, and 
into the cabins, and Jeremiah had remained there 

17 many days, ill the fiege began again; Then Zedekiah 
the king ſent, and took him out: and the king aſked 
him ſecretly in his houſe, for fear of the princes, and 
ſaid, Is there [any] word from the LoD? And ſere- 
miah ſaid, There is: for, ſaid he, thou ſhalt be deliver 

18 ed into the hand of the king of Babylon. Moreover 
Jeremiah ſaid unto king Zedekiah, What have I offend- 

ed againſt thee, or againſt thy ſervants, or againſt this 

19 people, that ye have put me in priſon ? Where [are] 
now your prophets which propheſied unto you, ſaying, 
The king of Babylon ſhall not come againſt you, nor 
againſt this land? you ſee the ſiege is renewed and the city 
20 in danger. Therefore hear now, I pray thee, O my 
N n 3 lord 
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lord the king: let my ſupplication, I pray thee, be 
accepted before thee z that thou cauſe me not to return 
to the houſe of Jonathan the ſcribe, left I die there." 

21 Then Zedekiah the king commanded that they ſhould 
commit Jeremiah into the court of the priſon, and that 
they ſhould give him daily a piece of bread out of the 
bakers? ſtreet, until all the bread in the city were ſpent. 
Thus Jeremiah remained in the court of the priſon, 
where he had more liberty and free air. 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. CEE how abſurd it is for perſons to defire the prayers 
of miniſters, when they will not regard their ex- 
hortations. So Zedekiah did; and this is too common a 
caſe in times of diſtreſs: men are then glad of the prayers 
of their friends and miniſters, whom they before lighted ; 
they are defirous to receive conſolation from thoſe, from 
whom they never would receive advice. But there is little 
reaſon to hope for any ſucceſs from ſuch prayers ; and 
' miniſters have no conſolation to adminiſter to the diſobe. 
dient; for they muſt ſtill ſay, as God ſays, There is no peace 
to the wicked. | 
2. The delay and ſuſpenſion of divine judgments, too 
often harden ſinners in their evil ways. While the Chal- 
deans beſieged Jeruſalem, there were ſome ſigns of remorſe 
among the people; when they retired, the Iſraelites grew 
bad again. This is often the cafe with finners ; becauſe ſen- 
tence againſt an evil work is not ſpeedily executed, when judg- 
ments are at a diſtance, hey go on to do wickedly, When 
God afflicts them, they entertain ſome ſerious thoughts and 
good reſolutions ; but when the affiiction is gone, their 
goodneſs is gone too; and they return to folly again. Thus 
; "*,71-0%+ hey 
„ It was a remarkable inflance of the prophet's courage and 
faithfulneſs, that be delivered this meiſage when he had a peti- 
tion to preſent for himſelf, Which would have been more likely 
to have ſucceeded had he delivered a more favourable one; eſpe- 
cially to upbraid Zedekiah with his falſe prophets. When he 
ſpoke in God's name, he was bold as a lion; but when he 
petitioned for himielf, nothing can be more modeſt, decent, and 
reſpecttul than his requeſt, | 
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they deceive themſelves. But the determination of God is 
peremptory, that except men repent, they ſhall periſh, 

3. See the power of God over all creatures, v. 10. He 
is the ſupreme commander of all armies, and can do what 
he pleaſes with them. He 1s never at a loſs for inſtru- 
ments; they may be weak and unhkely, but they ſhall 
execute his purpoſes. Whether we hope for nothing from 
them, or fear nothing from them, it God dire&s them they 
ſhall proſper. Without him, vain is the help of man: with 
him, ſufficient 1s the power of the weakeſt, How much 
more reaſonable then 1s it to fear him, than any human 
power ?—The principal reflection is, 

4. How wretched is the ſtate of a ſinner, who is always 
contending with his own conſcience. There 1s ſomething 
ſtrangely unaccountable in the conduct of Zedekiah. He 
had ſeen the death of his brother, and the captivity of his 
nephew and ſiſter, exactly anſwering the divine prediction 
by Jeremiah. He began his reign with theſe awful objects 
in view; he ſaw God's judgments on others, and felt them 
himſelf; yet he continued unhumbled. Sometimes he was 
under ſtrong convictions ; then infatuated by his evil coun- 
ſellors. Sometimes he defired Jeremiah's prayers; then he 
conſented to put him in priſon ; then ſent for him to know 
what the Lord ſaid; and yet rejected his commands. This 
is the caſe with many now: they ſhow ſome reverence to 
God's miniſters, and attend upon ordinances, yet continue 
unaffected and unſanctified: often uneaſy in their, own 
minds ; ſometimes full of alarms and fears ; then ſettle in a 
falſe peace. The wicked are like the troubled ſea, that cannot 
reſt, If we defire to be eaſy and happy, let us reverence 
the word of God, hearken to the voice of his miniſters ; 
and keep a conſcience void of offence toward God, and toward 
man. 
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CHAP. II. 


In which is related Jeremialis confinement in the dungeon; Ebed- 
melechis ſucceſs in getting it mitigated; and his counſel to the 


king, 
Nn 4 1 THEN 
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I HEN Shephatiah the ſon of Mattan, and Ge. 
T daliah the ſon of Paſhur, and Jucal the fon of 
Shelemiah, and Paſhur the ſon of Malchiah; heard the 
words that Jeremiah had ſpoken, or, had uſed to ſpeak 
unto the people, and which he ſtill repeated privately in the 

2 court of the priſon, unto all the people, ſaying, Thus 
faith the Loxp, He that remaineth in this city ſhall 
die by the ſword, by the famine, and by the peſtilence: 
but he that goeth forth to the Chaldeans ſhall live for 

3 he ſhall have his life for a prey, and ſhall live, Thus 
faith the Lorp, This city ſhall ſurely be given into the 
hand of the king of Babylon's army, which ſhall take 

4 it. Therefore the princes ſaid unto the king, We be- 

ſeech thee, let this man be put to death: for thus he 
weakeneth the hands of the men of war that remain in 
this city, and the hands of all the people, in ſpeaking 
ſuch words unto them: for this man ſeeketh not the 
welfare of this people, but the hurt, by making the peo- 

5 ple deſpair of ſucceſs. Then Zedekiah the king faid, 

Behold, he [is] in your hand: for the king [is] not [he 
that] can do [any] thing againſt you; his hands are ſo 
weakened that he dares not oppoſe you, eſpecially at this 

6 critical time. Then took they Jeremiah, and caſt him 
into the dungeon of Malchiah the ſon of Hammelech, 
or, of the king, that [was] in the court of the priſon : 
and they let down Jeremiah with cords. And in the 

dungeon [there was] no water, but mire: ſo Jeremiah 
ſunk in the mire.* | 

7 Now when Ebed-melech the Ethiopian, one of the 
eunuchs which was in the king's houſe, one of his officers, 
who was a proſelyte, heard that they had put Jeremiah 
in the dungeon ; the king then fitting in the gate of 

8 Benjamin, where he heard cauſes, Ebed-melech went 
forth out of the king's houſe, and ſpake to the king 

9 with great courage, faying, My lord the king, as the 
hand of God is ſo awſully againſt us, theſe men have done 
evil in all that they have Gone to Jeremiah the pro- 
phet, whom they have caſt into the dungeon; and he 
is like to die for hunger in the place where he is: for 

| | [there 


© Joſephus fays, up to his neck. 
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[there is] no more bread in the city, and we are all in 


10 danger of dying by famine as well as he. Then the king 


Il 


12 


13 


I4 


15 


commanded Ebed-melech the Ethiopian, ſaying, Take 
from hence thirty men with thee 0 aſſiſt, if any /hould 

oſe thee, and take up Jeremiah the prophet out of 
1 dungeon, before he die. So Ebed- melech took the 
men with him, and went into the houſe of the king 
under the treaſury, and took thence old caſt clouts, or 
clothes, and old rotten rags, and let them down by cords 
into the dungeon to Jeremiah, that the cords might not 
hurt him; *vhich they probably had done before, being let 
down roughly. And Ebed-melech the Ethiopian faid 
unto Jeremiah, Put now [theſe] old caſt clouts, and 
rotten rags under thine arm-holes, under the cords. 
And Jeremiah did ſo. So they drew up Jeremiah with 
cords, and took him up out of the dungeon; and 
Jeremiah remained in the court of the priſon: 

Then Zedekiah the king ſent, and took Jeremiah 
the prophet unto him into the third entry that [is] in 
the houſe of the LoxD; into a private room in the third 


gate between the king*s houſe and the temple : and the king 


ſaid unto Jeremiah, I will aſk thee a thing; hide no- 
thing from me. Then Jeremiah ſaid unto Zedekiah, 
If I declare [it] unto thee, wilt thou not ſurely put me 
to death? and if I give thee counſel, wilt thou not 


| hearken unto me? or, Wilt thou not put me to death, 


tho* I give thee ſuch counſel as thou wilt not like to hear, 


16 So Zedekiah the king ſware ſecretly unto Jeremiah, 


17 


ſaying, [As] the Loo liveth, that made us this ſoul, 
and on whoſe preſervation thy life and mine depend, I will 
not put thee to death, neither will 1 give thee into 
the hand of theſe men that ſeek thy life; not pro- 
miſing to take his advice, but only that he would not put him 
to death. Ihen ſaid Jeremiah unto Zedekiah, Thus 
faith the Lon, the God of hoſts, the God of Iſrael; 
If thou wilt aſſuredly go forth unto the king of Baby- 
lon's princes, and treat with them, then thy ſoul ſhall 
live, and this city thall not be burned with fire; and 


13 thou ſhalt live, and thine houſe : But if thou wilt not 


go forth to the king of Babylon's princes, then ſhall 
| | this 
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this city be given into the hand of the Chaldeans, and 
they ſhall burn it with fire, and thou ſhalt not eſcape 
19 out of their hand. And Zedekiah the king ſaid unto 
Jeremiah, I am afraid of the Jews that are fallen to 
the Chaldeans, thoſe who according to thy directions have 
ſurrendered themſelves; I am terribly afraid, left they de- 
liver me into their hand, and they mock me. This 
was very unlikely, as they knew it to be the Lord's com- 
mand that he ſhould do jo: or if they ſhould mock lum, the 
dread of that was no ſufficient reaſon for his diſobedience. 
20 But Jeremiah ſaid, They ſhall not deliver | thee :] 
Obey, I beſcech thee, the voice of the Lox D, which I 
ſpeak unto thee: fo it ſhall be well unto thee, and thy 
21 ſoul ſhall ive. But if thou refuſe to go forth, this [is] 
22 the word that the LORD hath ſhowed me: And, behold, 
all the women that are left in the king of Judah's 
houſe [ ſhail be] brought forth to the king of Babylon's 
princes, and thoſe [women] ſhall ſay, Thy friends have 
ſet thee on, and have prevailed againſt thee ; even the 
women ſhall mock thee for thy folly and obſtinacy, (which 
will be worſe than if men ſhould do it) when they ſec thee 
blind and captive; and upbraid thee with thy folly in heark- 
ening 10 evil counſellors, who prevailed with thee to thy ruin; 
and they ſhall be the firſt to forſake thee and go to the Chal. 
deans : thy feet are funk in the mire, hou art fallen into 
difficulties out of which thou knoweſt not how to eſcape, 
[and] they are turned away back; hy friends have for- 
23 ſaken thee and left thee deſtitute. So they ſhall bring 
out all thy wives and thy children to the Chaldeans : 
and thou ſhajl not eſcape out of their hand, but ſhalt 
be taken by the hand of the king of Babylon : and thou 
ſhalt cauſe this city to be burned with fire. 
24 Then ſaid Zedekiah unto Jeremiah, Let no man 
25 know of theſe words, and thou ſhalt not die. But if 
the princes hear that I have talked with thee, and they 
come unto thee, and ſay unto thee, Declare unto us 
now what thou haſt ſaid unto the king, hide it not from 
us, and we will not put thee to death; alſo what the 
26 king ſaid unto thee: Then ſhalt thou ſay unto them, I 


preſented my ſupplication before the king, that he 
would 
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would not cauſe me to return to Jonathan's houſe, to 

27 die there. Then came all the princes unto Jeremiah, 
and aſked him: and he told them according to all theſe 
words that the king had commanded ; wich no doubt 
was true, as he had aſked this favour ; ſo that he told the 
truth, tho not the whole truth, which he was not obliged to 
do. So they left off ſpeaking with him; for the matter 

28 was not perceived. So Jeremiah abode in the court df 
the priſon until the day that Jeruſalem was taken : and 
he was there] when Jeruſalem was taken. 


REFLECT TO NS. 


I. E here ſee how the characters of good and uſe- 

| ful men may be miſrepreſented. Jeremiah is 
deſcribed as a perſon that was ſeeking the hurt of the city, 
wlulc he was its beſt friend, and ſought its good above any 
one elſe, as he would have brought them to God, to duty, 
and to happineſs. The king had a kindneſs for him, but 
was ſo baſe and cowardly that he would not publickly avow 
it. It is no marvel if the beſt men are till repreſented as 
enemies to the ſtate, and to publick peace. The reaſon is, 
that men love to go on in their ſins, and are diſpleaſed with 
every one who would reform them, or make them uneaſy 
in their wicked practices. 

2, God can raiſe up friends for his people where they 
leaſt expect it. Who would have thought of Jeremiah's 
finding a friend at court? and that an Ethiopian proſelyte; 
while the Iſraelites perſecuted him. This friend acted with 
great zeal and courage, dealt plainly with the king, and 
ventured his place and head to fave the prophet. Thus 
can God at any time, and in any place, raiſe up friends to 
his ſervants, and deliver them out of their troubles. 

3. How abſurd and impious is it to diſobey God, from 
a fear of being mocked or bantered by men. How mean 
and ridiculouſly did Zedekiah act, in being more afraid of 
the jeſts of a few of his ſubjects, than of the diſpleaſure 
of the Almighty. This fear goes a great way with many 
perſons now, eſpecially with the young: they are diſpoſed 
to do their duty, and to be firm in it; but they are 

afraid 
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afraid their acquaintance ſhould laugh at them. Theſe 
fears are often groundleſs; and there is, as in the caſe of 
Zedekiah, a ſecret reverence for thoſe who are good in 
ſuch as will not imitate them. How weak and childiſh a 
ſpirit is that, which cannot bear to be laughed at, rather 
than give up faith and a good conſcience. Such, as the 


Prophet tells Zedekiah, will be worſe laughed at hereafter : 


wicked men and devils will ſeverely mock them, for loving 
the praiſe of men more than the praiſe of God. 

4. Amidſt our greateſt zeal for God and religion, we 
ought prudently to conſult our own welfare, While we 
are harmleſs as doves, as to giving offence, and bold as 
lions in the cauſe of God, we ought to be wiſe as ſerpents. 
This affair was prudently concerted between the king and 
the prophet ; there was no lie nor equivocation. He ſpoke 
the truth, but not the whole truth; and this he was not 
obliged to tell. Tt is wrong to expoſe ourſelves to danger, 
when no good can be anſwered by it. We ſhould walk 
carcumſpettly, not as fools, but as wiſe, 


— 


2 : > * — 
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CH AP. XXXIX, 


In which we have an account of Jeruſalem being taten; of 
Zedekiah being made blind, and ſent to Babylon; of the city 
being ruined, and the people taken captive. 


1 JN the ninth year of Zedekiah king of Judah, in 
the tenth month, came Nebuchadrezzar king of 
Babylon and all his army againſt Jeruſalem, and they 
2 beſieged it. [And] in the eleventh year of Zedekiah, 
in the fourth month, the ninth [day] of the month, 
the city was broken up; after two years ſiege @ breach 
3 was made, and the city was taken by ſtorm, And all the 
princes of the king of Babylon came in, and fat in the 
middle gate, [even] Nergal-ſharezer, Samgar-nebo, 
Sarſechim, Rab-ſaris, Nergal ſharezer, Rab-mag, with 
all the reſidue of the princes of the king of Babylon. 
4 And it came to pals, [that] when Zedekiah the king 
of Judah ſaw them, and all the men of war, then ye 
fled, 


10 


11 


12 
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fled, and went forth out of the city by night, by the 
way of the king's garden, by the gate betwixt the two 
5 walls: and he went out the way of the plain. But the 
Chaldeans army purſued after them, and overtook 
Zedekiah in the plains of Jericho: and when they had 
taken him they brought him up to Nebuchadnezzar 
king of Babylon to Riblah in the land of Hamath, 
which lay to the north of Feruſalem, and where he waited 
to hear of the ſucceſs of the fiege, where he gave judg- 
ment upon him; that is, called a council , by which Zede- 
kiah cas condemned as a rebellious ſubject, and a traitor to 
6 the king of Babylon, he havins violated his oath Then the 
king of Babylon flew the ſons of Zedekiah in Riblah 
before his eyes; «who muſt have been young, as Zedekiah 
was but thirty two years old : alſo the king of Babylon 
flew all the nobles of Judah that were taken priſoners, 
7 Moreover he put out Zedekiah's eyes; he firſt flew his 
children, and then put out his eyes, that no other object 
might thruſt out the idea of that bloody ſcene ; and bound 
him with chains, to carry him to Babylon, where he had 
time to reflect on his guilt in bringing theſe calamities on his 
friends and himſelf by his obſtinacy. 
8 And the Chaldeans burned the king's houſe, and the 
houſes of the people, with fire, and brake down the 
9 walls of Jeruſalem. Then Nebuzar-adan the captain 
of the guard carried away captive into Babylon the 
remnant of the people that remained in the city, and 
thoſe that fell away, that fell to him, <who took Jere- 
mial's advice and ſurrendered, with the reſt of the peo- 
10 ple that remained. But Nebuzar-adan the captain of 
the guard left of the poor of the people, which had 
nothing, in the land of Judah, and gave them vine- 
yards and fields at the ſame time, at the land might not 
grow quite wild and be overrun by beaſts. 
11 Now Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon, gave charge 
concerning Jeremiah to Nebuzar-adan thecaptain of the 
12 guard, ſaying, Take him, and look well to him, and do 
him no harm; but do unto him even as he ſhall fay unto 
thee : having been informed, by ſome who had gone over to 
the Chaldeans of what Jeremia had foretold, what he had 
adviſed 
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adviſed Zedekiah to do, and what he had ſuffered on theſe 
13 accounts. So Nebuzar-adan the captain of the guard 
ſent, and Nebuſhaſban, Rab-faris, and Nergal-ſharezer, 
14 Rab-mag, and all the king of Babylon's princes ; Even 
they ſent, and took Jeremiah out of the court of the 
priſon, and committed him unto Gedaliah the ſon of 
Ahikam the ſon of Shaphan, that he ſhould carry him 
home: ſo he dwelt among the people; and thus, while 
the falſe prophets were deſtroyed by thoſe judgments which 
they ſaid would mever come, ' Feremiah was ſecured from 
thoſe which he foretold would atiually come. . 
15 Now the word of the Loxb came unto Jeremiah, 
while he was ſhut up in the court of the priſon, ſaying, 
16 Go and ſpeak to Ebed-melech the Ethiopian, ſaying, 
Thus faith the Lorp of hoſts, the God of Wea? 
. Behold, I will bring my words upon this city for evil, 
and not for good; and they ſhall be [accompliſhed] in 
17 that day before thee; or, in thy /ight. But I will de- 
liver thee in that day, faith the Log» ; and thou ſhalt 
not be given into the hand of the men of whom thou 
18 [art] afraid. For I will ſurely deliver thee, and thou 
ſhalt not fall by the ſword, but thy life ſhall be for a 
prey unto thee : becauſe thou haſt put thy truſt in me, 
faith the Lorp ; having delivered my prophet, from good 
principles and with great courage, this att of kindneſs ſhall 
preſerve thy life. No doubt the Chaldeans heard of this, 
and were thereby inclined ta ſpare Ebed-melech amidſt the 
general deſolation. | | 


REFLECTIONS. 


3-0 E here ſee how punctual and awful God is in 

fulfilling his threatenings. Zedekiah and his 
princes would not helieve them, becauſe the falſe prophets 
had deceived them; but at length the direful judgment 
came, and the word was fulfilled in all its terrors. So ſinners 
promiſe themſelves impunity, and harden their hearts; but 
God will bring his words upon them for evil, and not for 
good. An awful ſtanding leſſon of the evil of fin, and a 
caution to us, that we do not make light of it. 


2. See 
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2. See how ill men judge of the value of earthly things. 
Amidſt the calamities of Judah, the rich men were driven 
from their fine houſes and large eſtates, and the poor, who 
had nothing, were - into poſſeſſion of them. The rich, 
who had been cruel oppreſſors, were carried captive; and 
the poor of the land, who had been oppreſſed, were now 
poſſeſſed of large eſtates, and lived in plenty. The poor 
perhaps had envied the rich, and the rich deſpiſed the 
poor; but the condition of the poor proved to be moſt 
eligible, Such ſurprizing revolutions are often ſeen in the 
courſe of providence, and therefore it becomes us 10 rejoice 
as tho* wwe rejoiced not, and to weep as tho* we wept not, fince 
nothing below is certain and ſtable. 

3. We ſee that God can ſecure his ſervants amidſt general 
defolations. When a man's <vays pleaſe the Lord, he can make 
even his enemies to be at peace with him. The prophet found 
better uſage among enemies and heathens, than among his 
own countrymen, the princes, nobles, and prieſts of 1irae], 
Thus the Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of their 
tribulation, and reſerves the unjuſt to be puniſhed. So will it 
be in the future judgment : while the wicked are over- 
whelmed with ſpeedy deſtruction, God will take care of his 
ſervants ; and give his angels charge to look well to them: 
for the day cometh that ſhall burn like an oven, and the proud 
ſhall be deſtroyed ; but God's ſervants ſhall be his iz he 
day when he maketh up his jewels. 

4. God remembers and will reward the favour and 
kindneſs ſhown to any of his ſervants, eſpecially his 
miniſters. Ebedmelech delivered Jeremiah; who was 
therefore ſent to him with a comfortable aſſurance of pro- 
tection in the day of evil. Becauſe he had acted kindly to 
the prophet, and did it upon good principles; not from 
mere humanity, but from regard to God, knowing that 
he was doing right, and truſting in God to proſper and 
defend him; therefore God would deal kindly by him, 
and put it into the hearts of the Chaldeans to prote& him. 
God will {till be pleaſed with the favour ſhown to his miniſ- 
ters and people; and they who ſhow it, and truſt in him, 
' mercy ſhall compaſs them about. God is not unrighteous to forget 
any work and labour of love that is done to his ſaints, 
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CHAP. XL, XLI. 


Feremiah being ſet free by Nebuzar adan, goes 10 Gedaliah ; 
the diſperſed Fews come to im; and Johanan informs him of 
Ihmae!s conſpiracy. 

I H E word which came to Jeremiah from the 


the guard had let him go from Ramath, when he had 
taken him being bound in chains among all that were car- 
ried away captive of Jeruſalem and Judah, [which were] 
2 carried away captive to Babylon“ And the captain of 
the guard took Jeremiah, and ſaid unto him, The 
Lokry thy God hath pronounced this evil upon this 
3 place. Now the Lorp hath brought [it,] and done 
according as he hath ſaid: becauſe ye have ſinned 
againſt the Loxp, and have not obeyed his voice, 
4 therefore this thing is come upon you. And now, 
behold, I looſe thee this day from the chains which 
[were] upon thine hand : if it ſeem good unto thee 
to come with me into Babylon, come; and I will look 
well unto thee; IJ will ſet mine eye upon thee for good; 
promiſing to be his friend, and to treat him in a reſpetiful 
manner: but if it ſeem ill unto thee to come with me 
into Babylon, forbear : behold, all the land [1s] be- 
fore thee : whither it ſeemeth good and convenient for 
5 thee to go, thither go. Now while he was not yet gone 
back, while Jeremiah was heſitating, [he ſaid, ] go Pack 
alſo to Gedaliah the ſon of Ahikam the ſon of Shaphan, 
a worthy, honourable character, a perſon of rank, whoſe 
grandfather and father were miniſters of ſtate to Joſiah, and 
whoſe father ſaved thee, and whom the king of Baby- 
lon hath made governor over the cities of Judah, and 
dwell with him among the people : or go whereſoever 
it ſeemeth convenient unto thee to go. So the captain 


of 


4 This refers to the forty ſecond chapter, where he warns the 
people left in the land; and the ſtory before us is to illuſtrate 
that prophecy, Jeremiah had been ſer free, but was taken cap- 
tive by ſome of the Chaldeans who did not know him, and was 
carried to Ramah; but the captain of the guard ſet him free 


again, 


Logo, after that Nebuzar-adan the captain of 


10 


Il 


I2 


13 


14 
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of the guard gave him victuals and a reward, and let 


6 him go. Then went Jeremiah unto Gedaliah the ſon 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


of Ahikam to Mizpah; and dwelt with him among 
the people that were left in the land. 

Now when all the captains of the forces which [were] 
in the fields, [even] they and their men who had fled, 
heard that the king of Babylon had made Gedaliah the 


fon of Ahikam governor in the land, and had com- 


mitted unto him men, and women, and children, and 
of the poor of the land, of them that were not carried 
away captive to Babylon ; Then they came to Gedaliah 
to Mizpah, even Iſhmael the ſon of Nethaniah, and Jo- 


hanan and Jonathan the ſons of Kareah, and Seraiah 


the ſon of Tanhumeth, and the ſons of Ephai the Ne- 
tophathite, and Jezaniah the ſon of a Maachathite, 
they and their men. And Gedaliah the ſon of Ahikam 
the ſon of Shaphan ſware unto them and to their men, 
aſſured them of his protection, ſaying, Fear not to ſerve 
the Chaldeans : dwell in the land, and ſerve the king 
of Babylon, and it ſhall be well with you. As for me, 
behold, I will dwell at Mizpah, to ſerve the Chaldeans, 
which will come unto us; that is, to ſend the tribute and 
to receive orders: but ye, gather ye wine, and ſummer 
fruits, and oil, and put [them] in your veſſels, and 
dwell in your cities that ye have taken : while you remain 
tributary to the king of Babylon you may enjoy the fruits 
of the land. Likewiſe when all the Jews that | were] 
in Moab, and among the Ammonites, and in Edom, 


and that [were] in all the countries, heard that the 


king of Babylon had left a remnant of Judah, and 
that he had ſet over them Gedaliah the ſon of Ahikam 
the ſon of Shaphan; Even all the Jews returned out 
of all places whither they were driven, and came to the 


land of Judah, to Gedaliah, unto Mizpah, and gather- 


ed wine and ſummer fruits very much. 


Moreover Johanan the ſon of Kareah, and all the 


captains of the forces that [were] in the fields, came 
to Gedaliah to Mizpah, And faid unto him, Doſt thou 


certainly know that Baalis the king of the Ammonites 


hath ſent Iſhmael the ſon of Nethaniah to ſlay thee ? 
Vol. V. O © out 
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15 


15 


out of 4 perſonal pique to thee, or hatred to the eus, 
hoping to bring more to his dominions, or make thoſe that 
remained his vaſſals. But Gedaliah the ſon of Ahikam 
believed them not. Then Johanan the ſon of Kareah 
ſpake to Gedaliah in Mizpah ſecretly, ſaying, Let me 
go, I pray thee, and I will flay Iſhmael the ſon of 
Nethaniah, and no man ſhall know [it:] wherefore 
ſhould he flay thee, that all the Jews which are 
gathered unto thee ſhould be ſcattered, and the rem- 
nant of Judah periſh? But Gedaliah the ſon of 
Ahikam ſaid unto Johanan the fon of Kareah, Thou 
ſhalt not do this thing: for thou ſpeakeſt falſely of 
Iſhmael ; he is an honeſt man, and I cannot believe the 
report. ; 
CHaP. XLI. Now it came to paſs in the ſeventh 
month, [that] Iſhmael the ſon of Nethaniah the 


. ſon of Eliſhama, of the ſeed royal, and the prin- 


ces of the king, even ten men with him, came unto 
Gedaliah the * of Ahikam to Mizpah, where he 
made a ſplendid entertainment for them; and there they 
did eat bread together in Mizpah. Then, valuing him- 
felf on his royal eutraction, and envying Gedaliah, aroſe 
Iſhmael the ſon of Nethaniah, and the ten men that 


were with him, and ſmote Gedaliah the fon of Ahi- 


4 
5 


6 they could find an altar and a prieſt, And Iſhmael the 


kam the fon of Shaphan with the ſword, and flew 
him, whom the king of Babylon had made governor 
over the land. Iſhmael alſo flew all the Jews that 
were with him, ſeven] with Gedaliah, at Mizpah, 
that is, Gedaliah's guards, and the Chaldeans that were 
found there, [and] the men of war, all that oppoſed 
im. And it came to paſs the ſecond day after he 
had flain Gedaliah, and no man knew elit,] That 
there came certain from Shechem, from Shiloh, and 
from Samaria, [even] fourſcore men, having their 
beards ſhaven, and their clothes rent, and having cut 
themſelves, with offerings and incenſe in their hand, 
to bring [them] to the houſe of the Lox D; Hat is, 
ſome pious men of the ten tribes came in mourning habits to 
weep over the ruins of Jeruſalem, and to offer incenſe, if 


ſon 
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10 


11 


12 
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ſon of Nethaniah went forth from Mizpah to meet 
them, weeping all along as he went, as if he ſympathiſed 
with them: and it came to paſs, as he met them, he 
ſaid unto them, Come to Gedaliah the ſon of Ahikam ; 
wanting to ſee how they ſtood affected to him. And it was 
* when they came into the midſt of the city, that 
ſhmael the ſon of Nethaniah flew them, [and caſt 
them] into the midſt of the pit, he, and the men that 
[were] with him. But ten men were found among 
them that ſaid unto Iſhmael, Slay us not: for we have 
treaſures in the field, of wheat, and of barley, and of 
oil, and of honey, which we will give thee; thinking to 
influence his covetouſneſs, if not his compaſſion. So he for- 
bare, and flew them not among their brethren, Now 
the pit wherein Iſhmael had caſt all the dead bodies of 
the men, whom he had ſlain becauſe of Gedaliah, [was] 
it which Afa the king had made for fear of Baaſha 
king of Iſrael: [and] Iſhmael the ſon of Netha- 
niah filled it with [them that were] lain, Then Iſh- 
mael carried away captive all the reſidue of the people 
that [were] in Mizpah, [even] the king's daughters, 
and all the people that remained in Mizpah, whom 
Nebuzar-adan the captain of the guard had commit- 
ted to Gedaliah the ſon of Ahikam : and Iſhmael the 
ſon of Nethaniah carried them away captive, and de- 
ed to go over to the Ammonites ; as had been con- 
certed between him and the king of the Ammonites. 

But when Johanan the ſon of Kareah, and all the 
captains of the forces that [were] with him, heard of 
all the evil that Iſhmael the fon of Nethaniah had 
done, Then they took all the men, and went to fight 
with Iſhmael the fon of Nethaniah, and found him by 
the great waters that [are] in Gibeon. Now it came 
to paſs, that] when all the people which [were] with 
Iſhmael faw Johanan the fon of Kareah, and all the 
captains of the forces that [were] with him, then they 


14 were glad ; hoping to be recovered and taken back. So 


15 


all the people that Iſhmael had carried away captive 
from Mizpah caſt about and returned, and went unto 
Johanan the ſon of Kareah. But Iſhmael the ſon of 

Oo 2 Nethaniah 


. 
. 
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Nethaniah eſcaped from Johanan with. eight men, 
only two of the aſſaſſins being probably ſlain, and went to 
416 the Ammonites. Then took Johanan the ſon of 
Kareah, and all the captains of the forces that [were] 
with him, all the remnant of the people whom he had 
recovered from Iſhmael the ſon of Nethaniah, from 
Mizpah, after [that] he had ſlain Gedaliah the ſon of 
Ahikam, [even] mighty men of war, and the women, 
and the children, and the eunuchs, whom he had 
17 brought again from Gibeon : And they departed, and 
dwelt in the habitation of Chimham, which is by 
Beth-lehem, an eftate which David had given to Chimham 
the ſon of Barzillai, and which was called by his name, to go 
18 to enter into Egypt, Becauſe of the Chaldeans ; hat is, 
in order lo proceed to Egypt out of the reach of the Chal- 
deans : for they were afraid of them, becauſe Iſhmae] 
the ſon of Nethaniah had ſlain Gedaliah the ſon of 
Ahikam, whom the king of Babylon made governor 
in the land; they were fearful it would be imputed to 
them all as a revolt; a groundleſs fear; for tho* the king 
of Babylon might have reſented the murder of his viceroy, 
he would rather have applauded and rewarded Fohanan, 
for ſlaying the murderers, and recovering the captives. 


LES LECTION:S. 


1. HOSE who are moſt honeſt and friendly, and 
mean the beſt, have need of prudence and diſ- 


cretion, It was wiſe in Gedaliah not to entertain jealouſy 


of his ſubjects; but very unwiſe not to be more upon his 
guard, after he had been warned of Iſhmael's deſign. A 
proper medium 1s to be obſerved between haſtily crediting 


and haſtily rejecting or deſpiſing reports.of injuries intended 
us. We ſhould be cautious whom we truſt; and while we 


ſhow the courage of an honeſt heart, we ſhould be upon 


our guard that we be not deceived by pretended friend- 


ſhip. | 

2. Obſerve here the diſmal conſequences of pride and 

ambition, and what dreadful evils. they occaſion in ſociety. 

Iſhmael treacherouſly ſlew Gedaliah, becauſe he thought, 
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that being of the ſeed royal, he had'a better claim to the 
government; and when once he was engaged in this bloody 
work, he ſlew thoſe honeſt Iſraelites, becauſe they were 
the friends of Gedaliah, tho' he had nothing to fear from 
them: and this cruelty he exerciſed upon his brethren and 
countrymen, who were all companions in the general afflie- 
tion of the nation. Such monſters, ſuch demons, do am- 
bition and malice turn men into: and we have need to 
pray earneſtly, that God would reſtrain this ambitious 
ſpirit in our land, which ſeems otherwiſe likely to blaſt our 
hopeful proſpects, and hurry us into ruin. a 
3. See the uncertainty of human affairs, and how little 
the continuance of earthly bleſſings is to be depended upon. 
The poor Jews that were left in the land, began to think 
themſelves happy in ſuch a governor as Gedaliah, and 
probably would have been ſo: but he was treacherouſly 
flain; and then all their expectations were diſappointed, 
and there was nothing but confufion again. Thus may 
God ſoon diſappoint our moſt pleaſing expectations; and 
bring upon us freſh troubles, while we are rejoicing in the 
reſtoration of peace. Let us therefore maintain a conſtant 
ſenſe of the uncertainty of earthly comforts; and be ſo- 
licitous to ſecure a kingdom that cannot be moved; an in- 
heritance, incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away. 


C HAP. XLII, XLIII. 


Fohannan and the remnant of the people deſire Feremiah to aſk 
counſel of God what they ſhould do; the prophet aſſures them 
of ſafety in Fudea, but of deſtruction in Egypt; Neverthe- 
leſs the leading men carry the people there; and the prophet 
foretells the conqueſt of Egypt by Nebuchadrezzar. 


1 HEN all the captains of. the forces, and Jo- 
hanan the ſon of Kareah, and Jezaniah the ſon of 
Hoſhaiah, and all the people from the leaſt even unto. 

2 the greateſt, came near, And faid unto Jeremiah the 
prophet, Let, we beſeech thee, our ſupplication be 
accepted before thee,” and pray for us unto the LO 
O O 3 thy 
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thy God, [even] for all this remnant ; (for we are left 
but] a few of many, as thine eyes do behold us: ) 
3 That the Lozp thy God may ſhow us the way wherein 
we may walk, and the thing that we may do : nothing 
could be more proper, humble, and reſpefiful, than this 
4 addreſs, had it been honeſt, Then Jeremiah the pro- 
phet ſaid unto them, I have heard [you ;] behold, 1 
will pray unto the LoRD your God according to your 
words; and it ſhall come to paſs, [that] whatſoever 
thing the Lorp ſhall anſwer you, I will declare [it] 
$ unto you; I will keep nothing back from you. Then 
they ſaid to Jeremiah, The Lox be a true and faith- 
ful witneſs between us, if we do not even according to 
all things for the which the Loxp thy God ſhall ſend 
6 thee to us. Whether [it be] good, or whether [it be] 
evil, we will obey the voice of the Lord our God, to 
whom we ſend thee ; that it may be well with us, when 

we obey the voice of the Lox D our God. 

And it came to paſs after ten days, that the word of 
the Loxp came unto Jeremiah; they were kept ſo long 
8 in ſuſpenſe, to give them time to think, Then called he 
Johanan the ſon of Kareah, and all the captains of the 
forces which [were] with him, and all the people from 
9 the leaſt even to the greateſt, And ſaid unto them, 
Thus faith the Logp, the God of Iſrael, unto whom 
ye ſent me to preſent your ſupplication before him; 
10 If ye will ſtill abide in this land, then will I build you, 
and not pull [you] down, and I will plant you, and 
not pluck [you] up : for I repent me of the evil that 

1 have done unto you; '7 will change my way of dealin 
"with you, and will no longer puniſh you, "without freſh 


II provocations. Be not afraid of the king of Babylon, 


-of whom 'ye are afraid ; be not afraid of him, faith 
the Lory: for ] ſam] with you to fave you, and to 
12 deliver you from his hand. And J will ſhow mercies 
unto you, that he may have mercy upon you, I will 
incline tum to ſhow you favour, and cauſe you to return 
to your own land; 40: your own cities and poſſeſſions, from 


13 whence ye were driven by the late diflratiions. But if 


ye ſay, We will not dwell in this land, neither 2 
tne 
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14 the voice of the Lon D your God, Saying, No; but 
we will go into the land of Egypt, where we ſhall ſee 
no war, nor hear the ſound of the trumpet, nor have 

15 hunger of bread; and there will we dwell : And now 
therefore hear the word of the Lob, ye remnant of 
Judah, Thus faith the Logp of hoſts, the God of 
Iſrael ; If ye wholly ſet your faces to enter into Egypt, 
7 you are fully and obſlinately reſolved to leave your own 

16 country, and go to ſojourn there; Then it ſhall come 
to paſs, [that] the ſword, which ye feared, ſhall over- 
take you there in the land of Egypt, and the famine, 
whereof ye were afraid, ſhall follow cloſe after you 

17 there in Egypt; and there ye ſhall die. So ſhall it be 
with all the men that ſet their faces to go into Egypt 
to ſojourn there; they ſhall die by the ſword, by the 
famine and by the peſtilence : and none of them ſhall 
remain or eſcape from the evil that 1 will bring upon 

18 them. For thus ſaith the Logp of hoſts, the God of 
Iſrael; As mine anger and my fury hath been poured 
forta upon the inhabitants of Jeruſalem ; fo ſhall my 
fury be poured forth upon you, when ye ſhall enter 
into Egypt: and ye ſhall be an execration, and an 

aſtoniſhment, and a curſe, and a reproach: and ye 
ſhall ſee this place no more. 

19 The Lord hath ſaid concerning you, O ye remnant 
of Judah; Go ye not into Egypt: know certainly that 
I have admoniſhed you this day; 7 have teſtified againſt 

your leaving your land, eſpecially againſt your going to E- 

Opt, becauſe it is an idolatrous country, and at enmity 

20 with the king of Babylon. For ye diſſembled in your 

hearts, when ye ſent me unto the Loxp your God, 
faying, Pray for us unto the Loxp our God; and ac- 
cording unto all that the Lord our God ſhall ſay, fo 

21 declare unto us, and we will do [it.] And [now] I 

have this day declared ſit] to you; but ye have not 
obeyed the voice of the LoxD your God, nor any 

22 [thing] for the which he hath ſent me unto you. Now 

therefore know certainly that ye ſhall die by the ſword, 

by the famine, and by the peſtilence, in the place 
whither ye deſire to go [and] to ſojourn. 

0 4 1 Cup. 
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| i Crap. XLIII. And it came to paſs, [that] when 
| Jeremiah had made an end of ſpeaking unto all the 
\/ people all the words of the Loxp their God, for which 
the Logp their God had ſent him to them, [even] all 
theſe words, (a ſtrong expreſſion, denoting the authority 
of God's word, and their great wickedneſs and objtinacy 
2 in acting contrary to it;) Then ſpake Azariah the fon of 
Hoſhaiah, and Johanan the ſon of Kareah, and all the 
proud men, ſaying unto Jeremiah, T hou ſpeakeſt falſe- 
ly: the Logp our God hath not ſent thee to ſay, Go 
3 not into Egypt to ſojourn there : But Baruch the fon 
of Neriah ſetteth thee on againſt us, for to deliver us 
into the hand of the Chaldeans, that they might put 
. us to death, and carry us away captives into Babylon.* 
4 So Johanan the ſon of Kareah, and all the captains of 
the forces, and all the people, obeyed not the voice of 
5 the Lox, to dwell in the land of Judah. But Jo- 
hanan the ſon of Kareah, and all the captains of the 
forces, took all the remnant of Judah, that were re- 
turned from all nations, whither they had been driven, 
6 to dwell in the land of Judah; [Even] men, and 
women, and children, and the king's daughters, and 
every perſon that Nebuzar-adan the captain of the 
guard had left with Gedaliah the ſon of Ahikam the 
ſon of Shaphan, and Jeremiah the prophet, and Baruch 
7 the ſon of Neriah. So they came into the land of 
Egypt: for they obeyed not the voice of the Loap: 
thus came they [even] to Tahpanhes. | 
8 Then came the word of the Lord unto Jeremiah in 
9 Tahpanhes, ſaying, Take great ſtones in thine hand, 
and hide them in the clay in the brick kiln, which [is] 
| at the entry of Pharaoh's houſe in Tahpanhes, or; in 
| the way that leads to it, in the fight of the men of 
10 Judah; And ſay unto them, Thus faith the Logn of 


holts, 


What ſtrange, inconfiſtent conduct was this! They knew him 
to be a prophet, and that his words had been fulfilled; yea, 
they ſet'him on to enquire of the Lord, and promiſed obedience, 
Had he and Baruch choſen to go to Babylon, they might have 
gone when the captain ſolicited them. It was therefore an idle 
and abſard ſuggeſtion. 
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hoſts, the God of Iſrael; Behold, I will ſend and 
take Nebuchadrezzar the king of Babylon, my ſervant, 
and will ſet his throne upon theſe ſtones that I have 
hid; and he ſhall ſpread his royal pavilion over them. 
11 And when he cometh, he ſhall ſmite the land of Egypt 
with peſtilence, [and deliver] ſuch ſ as are] for death to 
death; foutting them up in infefed places; and ſuch [as 
are] for captivity to captivity ; and ſuch [as are] for 
12 the ſword to the ſword. And I will kindle a fire in 
the houſes of the gods of Egypt; and he ſhall burn 
them and carry them away captives : and he ſhall array 
himſelf with the land of Egypt, as a ſhepherd putteth 
on his garment; beautifully alluding to the eaſe with 
which he ſhould make the conqueſt ;, juſt as a ſhepherd flips 
on his garment ; ſoon, and without care or nicety; and 
he ſhall go forth from thence in peace; without op- 
13 Poſition, and without fear. He ſhall break alſo the 
images of Beth-ſhemeſh, that [is] in the land of E- 
ypt; and the houſes of the gods of the Egyptians 
all he burn with fire; e' an idolater himſelf, he ſhall 
deſtroy their idols; and tho“ a worſhipper of the ſun, ht 
ſhall break its images and burn its temples. 


REFLECTIONS. 


l, HE reſolution expreſſed in v. 5. is very proper 

for us to make when we read or ee word 
of God, viz. to do what he requires of us, whether agree- 
able or diſagreeable, whether faſhionable or unfaſhionable; 
whatever pains, labour, or ſelf denial it may coſt us. 
This is the way to have things well with us. And in 
order to confirm this reſolution, it will be proper to make 
it in the preſence of God, and with an appeal to him, as 
a true and faithful witneſs, 

2, We have here a deplorable inſtance of the groſs 
hypocriſy which men are ſometimes guilty of in their 
tranſactions with God and his miniſters. The people came 
reſpectfully to the prophet to enquire the will of God ; 
reſolving to do it, and appealing to God for their ſin- 
cerity z and yet they were determined not to obey if it 
was 
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was diſagreeable to them. Thus many pretend reſpect to 
miniſters, come and fit before them as God's own people, 
and profeſs obedienee and ſubmiſſion; till the word comes 
to croſs their inclinations and worldly intereſts; then they 
will not obey; but like theſe hypocrites, begin to find fault 
with the word itſelf, or the preachers of it. They wil! 
deſire their prayers, but reject their exhortations, This 
is horrible prevarication both with God and man; and the 
portion of ſuch hypocrites will be peculiarly dreadful. 

3. God will bring upon finners the evils which they 
think to eſcape by indirect means. Theſe men wanted to 
go to Fpypt that they might eſcape the ſword and famine : 
and God threatens, v. 22. to deſtroy them in the land 
where they deſire to ſojourn, by ſword, famine, and peſ- 
tilence. It is impoſſible to outrun the judgments of God, 
Men now bring themſelves into poverty and contempt by 
diſhoneſt methods of increafing their ſubſtance , or a fret- 
ful, impatieat diſpoſition, leads them to change their 
ſituation, their buſineſs, or their connections, to avoid 
ſomething that diſturbs them; but wherever they go, croſ- 
es will actend them, becauſe they carry with them their 
own irregular paſſions. The way to be happy, is to take 
pains to mend our bad tempers, and make God our friend. 
With a humble, patient, devout ſpirit, we may be com- 
fortable any where ; without ſuch a diſpofition we ſhall be 
comfortable no where. 

4. Obſerve with what infinite eaſe God can transfer the 
poſſeſſton of the greateſt kingdoms. He calls Nebuchad- 
rezzar his ſervant, becauſe he was to execute his pleaſure ; 
foretells that he ſhould deſtroy Egypt, that antient, rich, 
and populous kingdom; deſcribes the very ſpot of ground 
where he ſhould pitch his tent; and the eaſe and r 
with which he ſhould make the conqueſt. Let us reve- 
' rence this glorious Being, who doth according to his will, 
and fear that power, which no creature can reſiſt. 


CHAP, 
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C HAP. XLIV. 


Feremiah in this chapter reproves the jews in Egypt for con- 
tinuing in idolatry, after the exemplary judgments inflicted on 
their nation for that ſin; and, upon their refufing to reform, 
denounces deſtruftion to them, and to the kingdom wherein 
they ſought protection. 


I HE word that came to Jeremiah concerning all 
the Jews which dwell in the land of Fgypt, 

which dwell at Migdol, and at Tahpanhes, and at 
2 Noph, and in the country of Pathros, ſaying, T hus 
| faith the Lord of hoſts, the God of Iſrael; Ye have 
ſeen all the evil that I have brought upon Jeruſalem, 
and upon all the cities of Judah; and, behold, this 
day they [are] a deſolation, and no man dwelleth 
3 therein, Becauſe of their wickedneſs which they have 
committed to provoke me to anger, in that they went 
to burn incenſe, [and] to ſerve other gods, whom they 

4 knew not, [neither] they, ye, nor your fathers. How- 
beit I ſent unto you all my ſervants the prophets, rifing 
early and ſending [them,] ſaying, Oh, do not this 
5 abominable thing that I hate. But they hearkened not, 
nor inclined their ear to turn from their wickedneſs, to 

6 burn no incenſe unto other gods. Wherefore my fury 
and mine anger was poured forth, and was kindled in 
the cities of Judah and in the ftreets of Jeruſalem ; 
and they are waſted [and] deſolate, as at this day. 
7 Therefore now thus faith the Lob, the God of hoſts, 
the God of Ifrae] ; Wherefore commit ye [this] great 
evil againſt your ſouls, to cut off from you man and 
woman, child and ſuckling, out of Judah, to leave 

8 you none to remain; In that ye provoke me unto wrath 
with the works of your hands, burning incenſe unto other 
gods in the land of Egypt, whither ye be gone to 
dwell, that ye might cut yourſelves off, and that ye 
might be a curſe and a reproach among all the nations 
of the earth; having learned the idolatry of the Egyptians, 
and practiſed that, beſides the idolatry you were uſed to 
prattiſe in your. own land; on which account God is deter- 
mined 


588 JEREMIAH. XLIV. 


9 


mined to deſtroy you. Have ye forgotten the wickedneſs 
of your fathers, and the wickedneſs of the kings of 


- Judah, and the wickedneſs of their wives, and your 


on wickedneſs, and the wickedneſs of your wives, 


which they have committed in the land of Judah, and 


10 
11 


12 


14 


in the ſtreets of Jeruſalem ; perhaps referring to Soloman's 
wives in particular, eſpeciclly his Egyptian wives, who had 
enticed him to idolatry ;, hy not to them alone. (v. 15.) 
They are not humbled [oven] unto this day, neither 
have they feared, nor walked in my law, nor in my 
ſtatutes that I ſet before you and before your fathers. 
Therefore thus ſaith the Loꝶ b of hoſts, the God of 
Iſrael; Behold, I will {et my face againft you for evil; 
and to cut off all Judah, And I will take the remnant 
of Ju%ah, that have ſet their faces to go into the land 
of #&gypt to ſojourn there, and they ſhall all be con- 
ſumed, ſand] fall in the land of Egypt; they ſhall 
[even] be conſumed by the ſword [and] by the 
famine: they ſhall die, from the leaſt even unto the 
greateſt, by the {word and by the famine :- and they 
ſhall be an execration, ſand} an aſtoniſhment, and 
a curſe, and a reproach. For I will puntſh them 
that dwell in the land of Egypt, as J have puniſhed 
Jeruſalem, by the ſword, by the famine, and by the 
peſtilence: So that none of the remhant of Judah, 
which are gone into the land of Egypt to ſojourn there, 
ſhall eſcape or remain, that they ſhould return into the 
land of Judah, to the which they have a defire to return 
to dwell there, being uneaſy in Egypt, and wiſhing to re- 
turn: for, or, whereas none ſhall return but ſuch as 
ſhall eſcape ; that is, only the pious few who were carried 
with the reſt againſt their will, as Feremiah and Baruch, 


Sc. ſome of them or their ſeed may return after the cap- 


15 


16 


* 


tivit 

Then all the men which knew that their wives had 
burned incenſe unto other gods, and all the women that 
ſtood by, a great multitude, even all the people that 
dwelt in the land of Egypt, in Pathros, anſwered Jere- 
miah, ſaying, [As for | the word that thou haſt ſpoken 


unto us in the name of the LozDp, we will not hearken 
unto 


17 


18 


19 


20 


22 


23 


24 


25 
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unto thee. But we will certainly do whatſoever thing 
goeth forth out of our own moutn, to burn incenſe 
unto the queen of heaven, and to pour out drink offer- 
ings unto her, as we have done, we, and our fathers, 
our kings, and our princes, 1n the cities of Judah, and 
in the ftreets of Jeruſalem: for then,] before the 
Chaldean invaſion, had we plenty of victuals, and were 
well, and ſaw no evil. But ſince we left off to burn 
incenſe to the queen of heaven, and to pour out drink 
offerings unto her, Hat is, 19 the moon, (an idolatry 
chiefly prattiſed by the women) we have wanted all 
things,] and have been conſumed by the ſword and by 
the famine. And when we burned incenie to the queen 
of heaven, and poured out drink offerings unto. her, 
did we make her cakes to worthip her, and pour out 
drink offerings unto her, without our men? without 
the knowledge and conſent of our nuſbangs ? 

Then Jeremiah ſaid unto all the people, to the men, 
and to the women, and to all the people which had 
given him [that] anſwer, ſaying, The incenſe that ye 
burned in the cities of Judah, and in the ſtreets of 
Jeruſalem, ye, and your fathers, your kings, and your 
princes, and the people of the land, did not the Loxo 
remember them, and came it [not] into his mind, as 
very offenſive du him! So that the Lon could no longer 
bear, becauſe of the evil of your doings, [and |] becauſe 
of the abominations which ye have committed ; there- 
fore is your land a deſolation, and an aſtoniſhment, and 
a curſe, without an inhabitant, as at this day, Becauſe 
ye have burned incenſe, and becauſe ye have finned 
againſt the Loxo, and have not obeyed the voice of the 
Lokp, nor walked in his law, nor in his ſtatutes, nor 
in his teſtimonies; therefore this evil is happened unto 
you, as at this day. Moreover Jeremiah ſaid unto all 
the people, and to all the women, Hear the word of 
the Logo, all Judah that [are] in the land of Egypt: 
Thus faith the Lok D of hoſts, the God of Iſrael, ſay- 
ing; Ye and your wives have both ſpoken with your 


mouths, 


f This was a direct falſehood ; many of them having been 
deſtroyed, and others carried captive befare that event. 
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mouths, and fulfilled with your hand, ſaying, We will 
ſurely perform our vows that we have vowed to burn 
incenſe to the queen of heaven, and to pour out drink 
offerings unto her: ye will ſurely accompliſh your 
26 vows, and ſurely perform your vows. Therefore hear 
ye the word of the Loxp, all Judah that dwell in the 
land of Egypt; Behold, I have ſworn by my great 
name, faith the Lorp, that my name ſhall no more be 
named in the mouth of any man of Judah in all the 
land of Egypt, ſaying, The Lord Gob liveth ; you ſay 
you will perform your vows, and think they are, tho* unlaw- 
ful in themſelves, an obligation upon you to do ſo ;, therefore 
1 will fulfit mine; as I have vowed your utter deſtruftion, ſo 
it fhall come to paſs; ye ſhall loſe all your religion, and be 
27 given up to utter apoſtacy and ruin. Behold, I will watch 
over them for evil, and not for good: and all the men 
of Judah that are] in the land of Egypt ſhall be con- 
ſumed by the ſword and by the famine, until there be 
28 an end of them. Yet a ſmall number that eſcape the 
ſword ſhall return out of the land of Egypt into the 
land of Judah, and all the remnant of Judah, that are 
one into the land of Egypt to ſojourn there, ſhall 
— whoſe words ſhall ſtand, mine, or their's. 
29 And this [ſhall be] a ſign unto you, faith the Loxp, 
that I will puniſh you in this place, that ye may know 
that my words ſhall ſurely ſtand againſt you for evil: 
30 Thus faith the Lox D; Behold, I will give Pharaoh- 
hophra king of Egypt, or, Apries, from whom they 
hoped for protettion, into the hand of his enemies, and 
into the hand of them that ſeek his life; as I gave 
Zedekiah king of Judah into the hand of N . 
rezzar king of Babylon his enemy, and that ſought his 


life.s 


REFLECT- 


* Accordingly ſocn after this he was conquered and lain in 
kis own palace by Amaſis his rival, HERO DO Tus, b. ii. ch. 169. 
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REFLECTIONS. 


1. E T us ſeriouſly conſider and reflect upon the view 

here given us of fin, v. 4. Every tranſgreſſion 
of the law of God is odious and abominable in its own 
nature, and highly diſpleaſing to God; he hates it, and 
will puniſh it. From a tender concern tor the happineſs of 
men he diſſuades them from it; ſaying, Oh, do it not. We 
ſhould learn from hence how we ought to think and ſpeak 
of ſin; what fools they are, and how unlike God, who 
make a jeſt of it. This ſhould be a motive to us to hate it 
with a perfect hatred; and alſo with great ſeriouſneſs and 
earneſtneſs to warn others againſt it. 

2, God's op 7 upon others are intended for our 
warning, v 2—6, He expoſtulates with this rebellious peo- 
ple; Have you not ſeen what your brethren and country have 
ſuffered ? It was an aggravation of their guilt that they were 
not impreſſed and reformed thereby. The judgments of 
God upon other nations and perſons, are intended to awaken 
us; to engage us to a holy fear and caution ; left, partaking 
of their fins, we ſhould alſo partake of their plagues. 

3. See what a falſe judgment men often make of their 
proſperity. 'Theſe people argued, that becaufe all was well 
with them while they practiſed idolatry, therefore their 
idolatry was the cauſe of their proſperity. Thus finners 
argue; becauſe they enjoy health, eafe, and plenty, God 
is not diſpleaſed with their fins. This ſhows great igno- 
rance of God, of his word, and of a future ſtate; and is a 
great abuſe of his goodneſs; which was defigned to lead 
them to repentance. But their arguings are falſe in fact, 
as well as thoſe of the jews: for the uneaſineſs of their 
ſpirits, which they cannot always prevent, and the forebod- 
ings of future wrath, which they cannot always ſtifle, ſhow 
that ſin is not the way to happineſs, and that God is angry 
with them. 

4. See the fad progreſs and dreadful conſequences of diſ- 
obedience. Theſe impudent finners before they left Judea 
ſhowed ſome reſpe& to the prophet and to God's word, 
and promiſed to hearken to it ; but they grew worſe and 

worſe, 
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worſe, and now tell the prophet, plainly and flatly, that 
they would not hear: God might ſay what he would, and 
they would do what they would. This is the language of 
every wilful ſinner; the genuine language of a carnal re- 
bellious heart. But God has ſworn by his great name that 
he will deftroy ſuch rebels. They ſay they ſhall have peace, 
and eſcape damnation ; God fays they ſhall not; and a little 
time will ſhow whoſe word ſhall ſtand, God's, or their's. 
May God deliver us all from hardneſs of heart, and a con- 
tempt of his word and commandments. 


C HAP. IV, XI VI. iz. 


This chapter refers to the thirty fixth, and ſhould have been 
placed after it. Baruch having written and read Feremzah”s 
prophecy, the king, being diſpleaſed, ſent a warrant to appre- 
hend both of them. 


I = H E word that Jeremiah the prophet ſpake unto 
Baruch the ſon of Neriah, when he had written 
theſe words in a book at the mouth of Jeremiah, in the 
fourth year of Jehoiakim the ſon of Jofiah king of 
2 Judah, ſaying, Thus faith the Lorp, the God of Iſ- 
3 rael, unto thee, O Baruch; Thou didft ſay, Woe is 
me now! for the Loa hath added grief to my ſorrow 
perſonal troubles to the ſorrows I endure on account of the 
publick ;, I fainted in my ſighting, and I find no reſt, 
4 Thus ſhalt thou ſay unto him, The Loxp faith thus; 
Behold, [that] which I have built will I break down, 
and that which T have planted I will pluck up, even 
this whole land; I will ruin this whole country, which hath 
5 formerly been ſo beautiful and fruitful. And ſeekeſt thou 
great things for thyſelf? ſeek [them] not; do not in- 
dulge the ſecret ambition of thy heart : for, behold, I will 
bring evil upon all fleſh, ſaith the Lorp, upon all ranks 
and ages : but thy life will I give unto thee for a prey 
in all places whither thou goelt ; thou ſhalt eſcape with thy 
liſe, and let that content thee ;, thau haſt reaſon lo rejoice in 
that, as à conqueror when he divideth the ſpoil, 
1 CHAP, 
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1 Cap. XLVI.* The word of the Lozp which came 
2 to Jeremiah the prophet againſt the Gentiles ; Againſt 
Egypt, againſt the army of Pharaoh-necho king of 
Egypt, which was by the river Euphrates in Carche- 
miſh, which Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon ſmote in 
the fourth year of Jehoiakim the ſon of Joſiah king of 

3 Judah. Order ye the buckler and ſhield, and draw 
near to battle; go, take up your arms, and march againſt 

4 the Chaldeans , ſpeaking ironically. Harneſs the horſes ; 
and get up, ye horſemen, and ftand forth with [your] 
helmets ; furbiſh the ſpears, [and] put on the brigan- 

5 dines, or, coats of mail. Wherefore have I ſeen them 
diſmayed [and] turned away back? and their mighty 
ones are beaten down, and are fled apace, and look not 
back: [for] fear [was] round about, faith the Lozp. 

6 Let not the ſwift flee away, nor the mighty man eſcape; 
or, the fwift ſhall not fly away, but be taken; they ſhall 
ſtumble, and fall toward the north by the river Eu- 
phrates. —Then, in order to raiſe an expeftation of ſome 

7 mighty enterpriſe, the prophet aſts, Who [is] this [that] 
cometh up as a flood, whoſe waters are moved as the 

8 rivers ? Egypt riſeth up like a flood, and | his] waters 
are moved like the rivers ; a beautiful alluſion to the over- 
flowing of the Nile, which made Egypt fruitful ; and he 
ſaith, I will go up, [and] will cover the earth; I will 
deſtroy the city and the inhabitants thereof; ke threat- 
ens to bear down all before him, and to deſtroy every oppoſ= 

9 ing city. Come up, ye horſes ; and rage, ye chariots z 
and let the mighty men come forth; the Ethiopians 
and the Libyans, that handle the ſhield; and the 
Lydians, that handle [and] bend the bow; he inla- 
bitants of Africa, the-neighbours and allies of the Egyptians. 
10 For this [is] the day of the Lord Gop of hoſts, a day 
of vengeance, that he may avenge him of his adver- 
ſaries: and the ſword ſhall devour, and it ſhall be ſa- 
tiate and made drunk with their blood : for the Lord 
Vol. V. P p GoD 
The firſt verſe of this chapter is an introduction to the pro- 
phecies in it and the following ones. In the beginning of this 
Jeremiah foretells the overthrow of Pharaoh's army at Euphrates, 


when he went againſt Nebuchadnezzar, in the firſt year of his 
icIgn, 
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God of hoſts hath a ſacrifice in the north country by 
the river Euphrates ; repreſenting their deſtruction as a ſa- 
11 crifice of juſtice to the Lord. Go up into Gilead, and take 
balm, © virgin, the daughter of Egypt: in vain ſhalt 
thou uſ: many medicines; [for] thou ſhalt not be 
cured; the Egyptiaus ſhall never recover themſelves after 
12 this defeat. Ihe nations have heard of thy ſhame, and 
thy cry hath filled the land: for the mighty man hath 
ſtumbled againſt the mighty, [and] they are fallen both 
together; they are dejlroyed by une another in the haſte of 
their flight. Accordingly we read in 2 Kings xxiv. 7. the 
king of Egypt came no more out of his land, for the king of 
Babylon had taken, frem the river of Egypt to the river 
Euphrates, all that pertained to the king of Eevpt. 


WEFLECTHON. 


HE practical inſtructions to be drawn from this pro- 
phecy againſt Egypt, will be more properly intro- 

duced under the latter part of the chapter. We ſhall 
therefore at preſent obſerve what may be learned from 
chapter xlv. namely, that we ſhould reſtrain a ſpirit of 
ambition at all times, eſpecially in times of publick trou- 
ble.“ Baruch was afraid he ſhould loſe his favour at court; 
he thought himſelf in the way of preferment, by being 
introduced to the king with Jeremiah's prophecies ; but 
when he found that he was ſought for to be puniſhed, he 
began to grow fretful and uneaſy. This God took notice 
of, and ordered Jeremiah to admoniſh him for it. God is 
witneſs to the ſecret thoughts of vanity that are in our 
hearts, and all the diſcontent and fretfulneſs which we ex- 
preſs or feel when our ſchemes are diſappointed, or likely to 
be ſo. God commanded Baruch, and he commands us, 
not to ſeek great things for ourſelves; to be humble and con- 
tent in our ſtations ; and to maintain a temper ſuited to the 
e ee of providence. It is our unreaſonable fond- 
neſs for great things that makes us impatient under evil 
things, and leſs ſolicitous about good ones. Baruch's 
conduct is reproved from this conſideration, that the nation 


would ſoon be ruined, and that therefore it was ridiculous to 
be 
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be painting his cabin when the ſhip was ſinking. This in- 
timates, that the uncertainty and ſhort duration of earthly 
things, is a ſubſtantial reaſon why we ſhould not ſet our 
hearts upon them. God will deſtroy this world ; will break 
down its pillars, and pluck up its very foundations : let us 
therefore not ſeck great things in it, but the good things of 
piety and zeal, Let it be enough for us if our ſouls are 
given us for a prey, and we do not partake of the deſtruc- 
tion that thall come upon the wicked ; if we heat Chrift 
ſay, Well done, good and faithful ſervants : theſe are great 
things indeed, and God allows us with a facred refined am- 
bition to ſeek them. May he grant that the frequent view 
and diligent purſuit of them, may ſwallow up every thing 
that would at any time interfere with them, 


— 
— —U0 


CHAP. XLVI. 13, to the end. CHAP. XLII. 


Tue prophecy in the preceding part of the chapter refers to the 
Egyptians being driven out of the country they poſſeſſed be- 
tween Egypt and Babylon, which was fulfilled immediately: 
this refers to their being attacked and conquered in their ozon 
country by Nebuchadnezzar, after the jews went thither, and 
many years after the former conqueſt. The ſame event is fore- 
told by Ezekiel, ch. xxix—xxxu. The forty ſeventh chapter 
is a prophecy of the deſtruction of the Philiſtines. 

13 H FE, word that the Logo ſpake to Jeremiah the 

prophet, how Nebuchadrezzar king of Baby- 

14 lon ſhould come [and] ſmite the land of Egypt. De- 

clare ye in Egypt, and publiſh in Migdol, and publiſh 
in Noph and in Tahpanhes: ſay ye, Stand faſt, and pre- 
' Pare thee; for the {word ſhall devour round about thee, 

15 Why are thy valiant [men] ſwept away as with a violent 

rain? they ſtood not, —— the LORD did drive 

16 them. He made many to fall, yea, one fell upon an- 
| P p 2 other : 


i The word rendered waliant men, is in the Septuagint tran» 
ſlated Apis, the ſacred bull of Egypt; which, from a very inge- 
nious criticiſm of Dr. KexnicorT, appears to be the true ren- 
dering; and is probably alluded to in v. 20, 21. 
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other: and they, their allies and mercenary troops, faid, 
Ariſe, and let us go again to our own people, and 
to the land of our nativity, from the oppreſſing ſword. 
They did cry there, that is, the people who were ſet lo 
guard the iſthmus or neck of land which joins Afia to Africa, 
and which ſoparated between Egypt and the conquered coun- 
tries, Pharaoh king of Egypt {is but] a noiſe; he hath 
paſſed the time appointed; Pharaoh had promiſed what 
great things he would do, and with what a powerful force 
he would join them, but here they complain it was all a bluſ- 
ter. [As] I live, faith the King, whoſe name [1s] the 
Los of hoſts, Surely as Tabor [is] among the moun- 
tains, and as Carmel by the ſea, [ſo] ſhall he come; 
that is, the king of Babylon fhall come, and be as much 


ſuperior to them, as Taber and Carmel are higher than the 


19 


20 


neighbouring hills, O thou daughter dwelling in Egypt, 
furniſh thyſelf to go into captivity : for Noph ſhall be 
waſte and deſolate without an inhabitant. Egypt [1s 
like] a very fair heifer, a rich and goodly kingdom; or 
perhaps here is an alluſion to their god Apis, a fine ſpotted 


Line wwhich they worſhipped; | but] deſtruction cometh ; it 


21 


22 


23 


cometh out of the north. Alſo her hired men [are] in 
the midſt of her like fatted bullocks ; for they alſo are 
turned back, [and] are fled away together: they did 
not ſtand, becauſe the day of their calamity was come 
upon them, [and] the time of their viſitation ; they are 
like oxen that make no reſiſtance, tho* their bulk and ftrength 
is ſo great. The voice thereof ſhall go like a ſerpent; 
the voices of the Egyptians, which were before loud and bluſ- 
tering, like the lowing of an ox, ſhall now become low and 
inconſiderable, like the hiſſing of a ſerpent, or the mutterings 
of an enchanter ;, (ſee Iſaiah xxix. 4.) for they ſhall march 
with an army, and come againſt her with axes, as hewers 
of wood. They ſhall cut down her foreſt, faith the 
Lorp, though it cannot be ſearched ; becauſe they are 
more than the graſhoppers, or locuſts, and [are] innumer- 
able; her cities and palaces, tho* many, ſtrong, and populous, 


ſhall be plundered and deſtroyed, like the cutting down of a 


24 


wood, The daughter of Egypt ſhall be confounded 
ſhe ſhall be delivered into the hand of the people of the 


north. 
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25 north. The Lob of hoſts, the God of Iſrael, faith; 


26 


27 


28 


FR 


2 


Behold, I will puniſh the multitude of No, Amon of No, 
or Thebes, where was the temple of Fupiter- Amon, a city a 
large as to have @ hundred gates, and Pharaoh, and E- 
ypt, with their gods, and their kings; even Fharaoh 
and all] them that truſt in him: And I will deliver 
them into the hand of thoſe that ſeek their lives, and 
into the hand of Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon, and 
into the hand of his ſervants : and afterwards it ſhall 
be inhabited, as in the days of old, faith the Lowry ; as 
it was in Cyrus time, when ſome of the Egyplians might 
return, but they were never ſo conſiderable as before. 

But fear not thou, O my ſervant Jacob, and be not 
diſmayed, O Iſrael ; for, behold, I will ſave thee from 
afar off, and thy ſeed from the land of their captivity z 
and Jacob ſhall return, and be in reſt and at eaſe, and 
none ſhall make | him] afraid. Fear thou not, O Ja- 
cob my ſervant, faith the Lox D: for I [am] with thee; 
for I will make a full end of all the nations whither I 
have driven thee: but I will not make a full end of 
thee, but correct thee in meaſure ; yet will I not leave 
thee wholly unpuniſhed ; à prophecy which has been moſt 
remarkably fulfilled, All the mighty nations that oppreſſed 
them are vanifhed as a dream, but the jews are ſtill pre- 
ſerved as a diſtinft people, and will be ſo till the promiſes 
of God ſhall be accompliſhed, 

Cray. XLVII. The word of the Losp that came 
to Jeremiah the prophet againſt the Philiſtines, before 
that Pharaoh ſmote Gaza; while they were yet quiet and 
ſecure, Thus faith the LoxD; Behold, waters rife up 
out of the north, and ſhall be an overflowing flood, and 
ſhall overflow the land, and all that is therein; the 
city, and them that dwell therein : then the men ſhall 
cry, and all the inhabitants of the land ſhall howl, 
At the noiſe of the ſtamping of the hoots of his ſtrong 
[horſes,] at the ruſhing of his chariots, [and at] the 
rumbling of his wheels, the fathers ſhall not look back 
to [their] children for feebleneſs of hands; hey ſpall ſeek 
their ſafety to the neglect of their families, and ſcarcely be 


able to ſave themſelves, Becauſe of the day that cometh to 


3 * 
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ſpoil all the Philiſtines, [and] to cut off from Tyrus 
and Zidon every helper that remaineth; he mneigh- 
bours and allies of the Philiſtines: for the Lox bp will ſpoil 
the Philiſtines, the remnant of the country of Caphtor.“ 

5 Baldneſs is come upon Gaza; Aſnkelon is cut off 
[with] the remnant of their valley : how long wilt thou 
cut thyſelf ? hat is, tear thy hair, and wound thyſelf thro? 

6 grief and aſtoniſhment, O thou ſword of the Loxp, how 
long [will it be] ere thou be quiet? put up thyſelf in 
thy ſcabbard, reſt, and be ſtill. A beautiful and noble 
apoſtrophe, diftated by ihe prophet's defire of the peace of 
JjraePs enemies, and his grief for their approaching calami- 
tes : emotions which he checked with this thought, that all 

7 was to execute the divine purpoſes, How can it be quiet, 
ſeeing the Lok hath given it a charge againſt Aſhke- 
lon, and againft the ſea ſhore? there hath he appointed 
it. A prophecy which was fulfilled in the deſolation of thoſe 
countries, while Nebuchadnezzar was befieging Tyre; which 
was blocked up about thirteen years, 


REFLECTIONS. 
. H E R E is another inſtance of the little dependence 


which is to be placed on the greateſt of men, even 
when they promiſe and boaſt the greateſt things. The 
allies of the Egyptians complained that Pharaoh was but a 
noiſe. He hectored and talked big, but that was all; and 
the helpers in whom the Tyrians and Sidonians truſted, 
were cut off. So uncertain are expectations from man! 
Thoſe who promiſe and compliment moſt, often perform 
leaſt: they may be unable or unwilling to fulfil their pro- 
miſes; or, if ever ſo able or willing, they may be ſpeedily 
cut off. This ſhould teach us to ceaſe from man; to truſt 
in a faithful God, and to ſeek our help from him. 
2, Obſerve how changeable the ſtate of nations is. A 
fine deſcription is here given of the number, power, and 
pride of the Egyptians. What forces, what allies, and pre- 


parations | but all were vain againſt this mighty conqueror. 
The 


* A nation that joined with them, and was loſt among them; 
they are mentioned together in Cen. x. 14. 
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The Philiſtines in like manner were ſecure and quiet : but 
ſuch diſtreſs came upon them, that they could not ſave 
their children, or look back to fee what was become of 
them. What little reaſon have we, as a nation, to be 
ſecure; or at any time to boaſt. of our wiſdom, ſtrength, 
or ſafety. Let us not be high. minded, but fear. 

3. Obſerve the power of God over the nations and prin- 
ces of the earth, When the prophet had deſcribed the 
Egyptian allies as ſaying, Pharazh is but a noife, he adds, 
vv. 18. As I live, ſaith the King, whoſe name is the Lord of 
hoſts, ſo ſhall he come. In all theſe lively deſcriptions of the 
preparations, the attack, the conqueſt, the purſuit, the 
plunder and defiruction of Egypt, the hand of God is 
mentioned. He drave them, he puniſhed them, he ſpoiled 
them: their ſlaughter was a ſacrifice to his juſtice. War is 
his ſword; he gives it. a commiſſion, whom 1t ſhall ſtrike, 
how far it ſhall extend, and how long it ſhall continue; and 
it ſhall exactly fulfil its charge. It is very comfortable to 
think of this, amidſt all the confuſion that is in the earth; 
it ſhows how much reaſon and encouragement there 1s to 
pray, that the devouring ſword may be ſheathed; and to 
be thankful for our national bleſſings and proſpects, 


— k . .— 
— — — — — —. 


C HAP. XLVII. 


Contains the judgment of Moab for ſeveral corruptions, «hich 
was executed by Nebuchadnezzar's army while engaged in the 
ſiege of Tyre. 

1 GAINS T Moab thus faith the Lonp of hoſts, 
the God of Iſrael; Woe unto Nebo ! for it is 

ſpoiled : Kiriathaim is confounded [and] taken: Mil- 

2 gab is confounded and diſmayed. There ſhall be] no 
more praiſe of Moab : in Heſhbon, its capital city, they 
have deviſed evil againſt it; that is, the Chaldeans, hav- 
ing taken it, ſhall deviſe evil there againſt the reſt ; come 
and let us cut it off from [being] a nation. Alſo thou 
ſhalt be cut down, O Madmen; the ſword ſhall purſue 

3 thee. A voice of crying | ſhall be] from Horonaim, 
Pp4 ſpoiling 
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4 ſpoiling and great deſtruction, Moab is deſtroyed ; 

5 her little ones have cauſed a cry to be heard. For in the 
going up of Luhith continual weepiug ſhall go up; for 
in the going down of Horonaim the enemies have heard 

6 a cry of deſtruction. Flee, fave your lives, (thus 7s 
. what they ſhall ſay to one another,) and be like the heath 
in the wilderneſs, or, ike a blaſted tree in a ſolitary place, 

7 For becauſe thou haſt truſted in thy works, or fortif:i- 
cations, and in thy treaſures, thou ſhalt alſo be taken : 
and Chemoſh hy god, unable to deliver thee, ſhall go 
forth into captivity [with] his prieſts and his princes 

8 together. And the ſpoiler ſhall come upon every city, 
and no city ſhall eſcape : the valley alſo ſhall periſh, 
and the plain ſhall be deſtroyed, as the Lorp hath 
ſpoken ; both cities and villages, farmers and ſhepherds, 

9 ſhall all be deſiroyed. , Give wings unto Moab, with- 
out which it will be impoſſible to eſcape, that it may fiee 
and get away: for the cities thereof ſhall be deſolate, 

10 without any to dwell therein. Curſed [be] he that 
doeth the work of the Loxp deceitfully, and curſed 
be] he that keepeth back his ſword from blood. God 
had given the command to deſtroy Moab, he probably had 
ſignified his mind to Nebuchadnezzor by Feremiah, whom he 
knew and owned to be a prophet, 

11 Moab hath been at eaſe from his youth, that is, hath 
enjoyed many years of peace, and he hath ſettled on his 
lecs, /ike wines kept long on their lees io preſerve their 
firength and flavour ; and hath not been emptied from 
veſſel to veſſel, neither hath he gone into capuvity : 
therefore his taſte remained in him, and his ſcent is not 

I2 changed; he is as bad or worſe than ever, Therefore, 
behold, the days come, faith the Logy, that I will 
ſend unto him wanderers, that ſhall cauſe him to wan- 
der, or tilters that ſhall tilt him down, and thall empty 

13 his veſſels, and break their bottles. And Moab ſhall 
be aſhamed of Chemoſh, as the houſe of Ifracl was 
aſhamed of Beth-el their confidence. 

14 Hou ſay ye, We [are] m ighty and ſtrong men for the 

15 war? Moab is ſpoiled, and gone up [out of ] her cities, 
and his choſen young men are gone down to the ſlaugh- 

ter, 
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ter, ſaith the King, whoſe name [is] tlie Lorp of hoſts. 
16 The calamity of Moab [is] near to come, and his af- 
17 fliction haſteth faſt. All ye that are about him, bemoan 
him; and all ye that know his name, that is, his fame 
and glory, fay, How is the ſtrong ſtaff broken, [and] 
the beautiful rod! al! his authority, pride, and import- 
18 ance. Thou daughter that doſt inhabit Dibon, come 
down from [thy] glory, and fit in thirſt; for the 
ſpoiler of Moab ſhall come upon thee, [and] he ſhall 
deſtroy thy ſtrong holds; thou ſhalt be left to the mercy 
19 of- the conquerors, and be expoſed to hunger and thinſt. O 
inhabitant of Aroer, ſtand by the way, and eſpy; aſk 
him that fleeth, and her that eſcapeth, [and] fay, 


What is done? there ſhall be ſuch a terrible alarm, that 


both men and women ſhall fly before the conqueror comes. 

20 Moab is confounded ; for it is broken down: how] and 

21 cry; tell ye it in Arnon, that Moab is ſpoiled, And 
judgment is come upon the plain country; upon Holon, 

22 and upon Jahazah, and upon Mephaath, And upon 
Dibon, and upon Nebo, and upon Beth-diblathaim, 

23 And upon Kiriathaim, and upon Beth-gamul, and 

24 upon Beth-meon, And upon Kerioth, and upon Bozra, 
and upon all the cities of the land of Moab, far or near. 

25 The horn, that is, the power, of Moab is cut off, and 
his arm is broken, ſaith the Lorp; an alluſion to the 
horns of beaſts, and the hands of men, wherewith they 
defend themſelves. 

26 Make ye him drunken : for he magnified [himſelf ] 
againſt the LORD: Moab alſo ſhall wallow in his vomit, 
and he alſo ſhall be in derifion ; he hall be brought into 
the greateſt confuſion and diſorder, and be bereaved of the 

27 aids of reaſon. For was not Iſrael a derifion unto thee? 
what infamous thing was there in Iſrael, that ſhould expoſe 
lum ſo much to your contempt ? was he found among 
thieves ? had he injured you, and been taken in the fa? for 
ſince thou ſpakeſt of him, thou ſkippedit for joy; or, 
that thou fhouldſt inſult hum with all the power of thy words. 

28 O ye that dwell in Moab, leave the cities, and dwell 
in the rock, and be like the dove [that] maketh her 

29 nelt in the ſides of the hole's mouth. We have heard 

the 


a 
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the pride of Moab, (he is exceeding proud, is is their 
prevailing character,) his loftineſs, and his arrogancy, 
and his pride, and the haughtineſs of his heart, and how 

30 he hoped to ſee Iſrael quite extirpated, I know his wrath, 
faith the LoR D; that is, his deſign to miſrepreſent Iſi ae! to 

the Chaldeans ; or, the dgſigus of the magicians and falſz 
prophets to deceive them ; but [it ſhall] not be] ſo; his 

31 lies ſhall not ſo effect [it.] Therefore will I howl for 
Moab, and I will cry out for all Moab; mine heart] 

32 ſhall mourn for the men of Kir-heres. O vine of Sib— 
mah, I will weep for thee with the weeping of Jazer : 
thy plants are gone over the ſea, they reach [even] to 
the fea of Jazer : the ſpoiler is fallen upon thy ſummer 
fruits, and upon thy vintage; theirs being a country fa- 
mous for vineyards, and the enemy invading them about the 
time of vintage and deſiroying it, their cries on that account 

33 ſhall be heard far and wide. And joy and gladneſs is 
taken from the plentiful field, and from the land of 
Moab; and I have cauſed wine to fail from the wine- 
prefles : none ſhall tread with ſhouting ; [their] ſhout- 

34 ing [ſhall be] no ſhouting. From the cry of Heſhbon 
ſeven] unto Elealeh, [and even] unto Jahaz, have 
they uttered their voice, from Zoar [even] unto Horo- 
naim, [as] an heifer of three years old lowing after her 
calf: for the waters alſo of Nimrim ſhall! be deſolate. 

25 Moreover |] will cauſe to ceaſe in Moab, faith the Lorp, 
him that offereth in the high places, and him that 
36 burneth incenſe to his gods. I herefore mine heart 
ſhall ſound for Moab like pipes, and mine heart ſhall 
found like pipes for the men of Kirheres; I look upon 
them with the utmoſt compaſſion : becauſe the riches | that] 

37 he hath gotten are periſhed. Fer every head [ſhall 
be] bald, and every beard clipped : upon all the hands 
[ſhall be] cuttings, and upon the loins ſackcloth, 

38 [There ſhall be] lamentation generally upon all the 
houſe tops of Moab, and in the ſtreets thereof: for J 

| have broken Moab like a veſſel wherein is] no pleaſure, 
39 faith the Lon p. They ſhall howl, [ſaying,] How is 
it broken down! how hath Moab turned the back with 
ſhame ! ſo ſhall Moab be a derifion and a diſmaying to 
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40 all them about him. For thus {aith the LorD; Behold, 
he ſhall fly as an eagle, and ſhall ſpread his wings over 

41 Moab, Kerioth is taken, and the ſtrong holds are ſur- 
priſed, and the mighty men's hearts in Moab at that 

42 day ſhall be as the heart of a woman in her pangs. And 
Moab ſhall be deſtroyed from being] a people, becauſe 

43 he hath magnified [ himſelf ] againſt the Lon DD. Fear, 
and the pit, and the ſnare, {ſhall be] upon thee, O 

44 inhabitant of Moab, faith the Loxp. He that fleeth 
from the fear ſhall fall into the pit ; and he that get- 
eth up out of the pit ſhall be taken in the ſnare : for 
I will bring upon it, [even] upon Moab, the year of 

45 their viſitation, faith the Lom. They that fled ſtood 
under the ſhadow of Heſhbon becauſe of the force or 
fortifications of Heſhbon, thinking they ſhould be ſafe tiere: 
but a fire ſhall come forth out of Heſhbon, and a flame 
from the midſt of Sihon, and ſhall devour the corner of 
Moab, and the crown of the head of the tumultuous 
ones; the Chaldeans ſhall take it, lay up their ammunition 
there, and deſtroy thoſe turbulent creatures with which the 

46 country abounds, Woe be unto thee, O Moab! the 
people of Chemoſh periſheth : for thy ſons are taken 
captives, and thy daughters captives, 

47 Yet will I bring again the captivity ef Moab, /ome of 
them ſhall be reſtored in the latter days, faith: the Lorp.; 
which may refer to the converſion of the gentiles in goſpel 
times, Thus far [is] the judgment of Moab, 


REFLECTEO@TMA 


; E T us attend to that awful denunciation, v. 10, 
| Curſed be he that doeth the work of the Lord deceit- 
fully, and curſed be he that keepeth his feword back from blood. 
Tho? it be bloody work, yet God commanded it to he done 
upon thoſe wicked people ; who, to all their other crimes, 
added, what was peculiarly diſpleaſing to him, rejoicing 
and inſulting over the miſeries of others, and of Iſrael in 
particular, We are not called out to ſuch work as this; 
but only to ſuch ſervices as are reaſonable and delight- 
fal. To do it deceitfully, or negligently, is not to do it 
to 


- 
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to the purpoſe; or to pretend to do it out of regard to 
God, when our only aim is to ſerve our own intereſt ; or 
without that life and zeal, which we ought to diſcover, 
The more excellent the work is to which we are called, 
the more awful will be the curſe of doing it deceitfully. 
Let us therefore be fledfaſt and immoveable, always abounds 
ing in the work of the Lord. 

- 2, See what danger there is in proſperity, v. 11. Moab, 
tho? ſo very wicked, enjoyed long proſperity, and that, by 
their abuſe of it, helped to make them more ſo. This 1s 
too common in our day; becauſe men have no changes, they 
fear not God, think they are as good as they need to be; or 
that God is not diſpleaſed with their fins. What little rea- 
ſon have we to be fond of profperity, or to envy thoſe who 
enjoy it | This ſhows us why God chooſes an afflicted ſtate 


for his people; and how reaſonable it is in them to acquieſce 


in it. 5 
3. See how odious pride is to God. This is particularly 
ſpecified as the predominant fin in Moab, v. 29. it is 


ſeveral times mentioned in various expreſſions. It is a 


temper very hateful to God, eſpecially when it ſhows itſelf 


in taking pleaſure in the poverty or calamities of others. 
The whole of the chapter in this connection, confirms 
Solomon's obſervation, that pride goeth before deſtruttion, 


and an haughty ſpirit before a fall. 


— _—_ 


CHAP. XLIX. 


Contains a collection of prophecies againſt ſeveral of the neigh- 
bouring nations. 


I ONCERNING the Ammonites, thus faith 
the Lord; Hath Iſrael no ſons? hath he no 

heirs ? are they quite extinct, doth not Judah ſtill ſurvive * 
why [then] doth their king, or, Milcom, inherit Gad, 

2 and his people dwell in his cities? Therefore, behold, 
the days come, faith the Logp, that I will cauſe an 
alarm of war to be heard in Rabbah, the chief city of 
the Ammonites; and it ſhall be a deſolate heap, and 


her daughters he leſſer cities ſhall be burned with ow 
| men 


IE REM IAH. XLIX. 6035 


then ſhall Iſrael be heir unto them that were his heirs, 
faith the Lon D; he ſball take their poſſeſſions who have 
3 taken his ; which was the caſe under the Maccabees. Howl, 
O Heſhbon, for Ai is ſpoiled: cry ye daughters of 
Rabbah, gird you with ſackcloth ; lament, and run to 
and fro by the hedges 40 hide yourſelves ; for their king, 
that is, Milcom, their god, ſhall go into captivity, [and] 
4 his prieſts and his princes together. Wherefore glorieſt 
thou in the valleys, thy flowing, or fruitful valley, 
O backſliding daughter, (perhaps ſ called, as being de- 
ſcended from Lot) that truſted in her treaſures, [ſaying,] 
5 Who ſhall come unto me? Behold, I will bring a fear 
upon thee, faith the Log Do God of hoſts, from all 
thoſe that be about thee; and ye ſhall be driven out 
every man right forth ; and none ſhall gather up him 
that wandereth, afford him ſhelter and habitation. 
6 And afterward I will bring again the captivity of 
the children of Ammon, faith the Lok. 

Concerning Edom, or Idumea, thus faith the Lorp 
of hoſts; [Is] wiſdom no more in Teman ? is counſel 
periſhed from the prudent ? is their wiſdom vaniſhed, 

$ for which Edom was once ſo famous? Flee ye, turn 
back, dwell deep, in caverns, in which they ſhould hide 
themſelves, O inhabitants of Dedan; for I will bring 
the calamity of Eſau upon him, the time [that] I will 

9 viſit him. If grape gatherers come unto thee, would 
they not leave | ſome | gleaning grapes? if thieves by 
night, they will deſtroy till they have enough, 7hey 
10 would leave ſomething. But I have made Eſau bare, his 
ſhall be an utter deſtruftion, 1 have uncovered his ſecret 
places, where he hid his treaſures and he ſhall not be 
able to hide himſelf : his ſeed is ſpoiled, and his bre- 
thren, and his neighbours, the Moabites and Ammonites, 
11 and he [is] not; Yhere is none left to ſay, Leave thy 
fatherleſs children, | will preſerve them] alive; and 
let thy widows truſt in me; h ſome underſtand this as 
12 God's word to his people, For thus faith the Lorp 
Behold, they whoſe judgment [was] not to drink of 
the cup have aſſuredly drunken; hat is, the Jews did 
1 


| Job's friends came from this country. 
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fo, who had not deſerved it ſo much as the Edomites; and 
ſart] thou he [that] ſhalt altogether go unpuniſhed ? 
thou ſhalt not go unpuniſhed, but thou ſhalt ſurely 

13 drink [of it.] For l have (worn by myſelf, faith the 
Loxrv, that Bozrah ſhall become a deſolation, a re- 
proach, a waſte, and a curſe; and all the cities thereof 

14 ſhall be perpetual waſtes. I have heard a rumour from 
the Logo, and an ambaſſador is ſent unto the heathen, 
[faying,] Gather ye together, and come againſt her, 
and riſe up to the battle : God by his ſecret influence ſhall 
gather them together, as if he had ſent an ambaſſador 
15 among them. For, lo, I will make thee ſmall among 
16 the heathen, [and] deſpiſed among men. Thy ter- 
ribleneſs, that is, thy ſecure ſituation, hath deceived thee, 
[and] the pride of thine heart, O thou that dwelleſt in 
the clefts of the rock, that holdeſt the height of the 
hill: though thou ſhouldſt make thy neſt as high as 
the eagle, I will bring thee down from thence, faith 

17 the Logp. Alſo Edom ſhall be a deſolation: every 
one that goeth by it ſhall be aſtoniſhed, and ſhall 

- 18 hiſs at all the plagues thereof, As in the overthrow of 
Sodom and Gomorrah and the neighbour [cities] 
thereof, ſaith the Log p, no man ſhall abide there, 

19 neither ſhall a ſon of man dwell in it. Behold, he, 
that is, Nebuchadnezzar, ſhall come up like a lion from 
the ſwelling of Jordan againſt the habitation of the 
ftrong ; like a lion driven from its den among the thickets 
when Fordan overflowed its banks, and thereby was rendered 
more fierce : but I will ſuddenly make him run away 
from her, or, run upon her: and who [is] a choſen 
man, that] I may appoint over her; or, I will give a 
charge to him that is a choice one ( Nebuchadnezzar ) againſt 
her : for who [is] like me? and who will appoint me 
the time? and who [is] that ſhepherd that will ſtand 
before me? 40/0 cill appoint a time to contend with me? 

| he ſhall be no more able to do it, than a ſhepherd to oppoſe 
20 an enraged lion. Therefore hear the counſel of the 
Lox, that he hath taken againſt Edom ; and his pur- 
poſes, that he hath purpoſed againſt the inhabitants of 


Teman : ſurely the leaſt of the flock ſhall draw them 
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out; the leaſt of the ſoldiers ſpall prevail avainſt and deſiroy 
them : ſurely he ſhall make their habitations deſolate 
with them. The earth is moved at the noiſe of their 
fall, at the cry the noiſe thereof was heard in the Red 
ſea z the neighbouring country was aſtoniſhed. Behold, he 
ſhall come up and fly as the eagle, and ſpread his 
wings over Bozrah : and at that day ſhall the heart of 
the mighty men of Edom be as the heart of a woman 
in her pangs. 

Concerning Damaſcus, /e capital of Syria, Hamath 
is confounded, and Arpad: for they have heard evil 
tidings ; they are faint hearted; {there is] ſorrow on 
the fea; as in a ſtorm at ſea; it cannot be quiet. Da- 
maſcus is waxed feeble, [and] turneth herſelf to flee, 
and fear hath ſeized on (her: ] anguiſh and forrows 
have taken her, as a woman in travail. How is the 
city of praiſe not left, the city of my joy! Therefore 
her young men ſhall fall in her ftreets, and all the men 
of war ſhall be cut off in that day, faith the Lozp 
of hoſts. And I will kindle a fire in the wall of Da- 
maſcus, and it ſhall conſume the palaces of Ben-hadad, 
king of Syria. p 

Concerning Kedar, and concerning the kingdoms of 
Hazor, which Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon ſhall 
ſmite, thus faith the Lorp ; Ariſe ye, go up to Kedar, 
and ſpoil the men of the eaſt; hat is, parti of Arabia. 
Their tents and their flocks ſhall they take away; 
they ſhall take to themſelves their curtains, and all 
their veſſels, and their camels; and they ſhall cry 
unto them, Fear [is] on every fide; ere foail be a 
univerſal panick, 

Flee, get you far off, dwell deep, O ye inhabitants 
of Hazor, ſaith the Lox D; for Nebuchadrezzar king 
of Babylon hath taken counſel againſt you, and hath 
conceived a purpoſe againit you. Ariſe, ye Chaldeans, 
get you up unto the wealthy nation, that dwelleth with- 
out care, faith the L.oxv, which have neither gates 
nor bars, [which] dwell alone; [ke ſbeplierds in tents. 
And their camels ſhall! be a booty, and the multitude 

of 


mn Theſe are the words of the people, or of Jeremiah, who might 
have made a viſit there, and been pleaſed with the place. 
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of their cattle a ſpoil : and I will ſcatter into all winds 
them [that are] in the utmoſt corners; and I will 
bring their calamity from all ſides thereof, faith the 
33 LoxDb. And Hazor ſhall be a dwelling for dragons, 
ſand} a deſolation for ever; there ſhall no man abide 
there, nor [any] ſon of man dwell in it; zts inhabi- 
lants, if not ſlain, ſholl be totally driven out of their 
country. 
34 The word of the Loxp that came to Jeremiah the 
| prophet againſt Elam, e Per/ians, in the beginning 
of the reign of Zedekiah king of Judah, faying, 
35 Thus faith the Loxp of hoſts; Behold, I will break 
the bow- of Elam, famous for its archers, the chief of 
36 their might. And upon Elam will I bring the four 
winds from the four quarters of heaven,“ and will ſcat. 
ter them toward all thoſe winds; and there ſhall be no 
nation whither the outcaſts of Elam ſhall not come. 
37 For I will cauſe Elam to be diſmayed before their ene- 
mies, and before them that ſeek their life : and I will 
bring evil upon them, [even] my fierce anger, faith 
the Lorp; and I will ſend the ſword after them, till 
38 I have conſumed them: And I will ſet my throne, 2he 
throne of Nebuchadnezzar, in Elam, and will deftroy 
from thence the king and the princes, faith the Logp. 
39 But it ſhall come to paſs in the latter days, [that] I 
will bring again the captivity of Elam, faith the Logp; 
accordingly the Perſians were afterwards famous under 
Cyrus, conquered Babylon, ana became a powerful nation, 


EEFPLECT 09 NS. 


1. E are taught from hence, that God obſerves 
and reſents the injuſtice of men to one another; 

as in the caſe of the Ammonites, who ſeized the land of 
the Jews, and for that reaſon were diſpoſſeſſed of it again. 
He marks the injuſtice of thoſe who defraud perſons of 
their ſubſtance ; or even their heirs, tho? they know it not, 
and 

They fhall be invaded by many enemies, the Scythians and 


Chaldeans in particular, at the ſame time, as hiſtory informs us 
that they were. 
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and cannot right themſelves. Fraud in the leaſt inſtances 
is diſpleaſing to him; and he will puniſh them that deal 
deceitfully. 

2 How abſurd is it for thoſe who forſake God, to glory 
in their poſſeſſions, like the Ammonites, v. 4. who had a 
| fruitful country and great treaſures, while they were re- 
fractory and wicked. Many thus boaſt of their families, 
their honours, and wealth, and make theſe their confidence, 
while they are deſtitute of religion: but God will bring a 
fear and terror upon them, which all their abundance can- 
not filence. 

3. The eleventh verſe ſuggeſts a comfortable leſſon to 
widows and orphans, It intimates, that tho? it is a bleſſin 
and comfort to heads of families to have relations an 
friends who will take care of their qependants, when they 
are dead and impoveriſhed ; yet that God will take care of 
them, provide for them, and preſerve them; that is, if 
they ſerve the God of their fathers, and truſt in him. 

4. If God ſees it good to afflict his people, what have 
not his enemies to fear! v. 12. His deſign is only to cor- 
rect and improve them; and if his corrections are ſo pain- 
ful, and their cup of affliction ſo bitter, how dreadful muſt 
that be which he will put into the hands of the wicked ? 
We may learn hence, what an evil thing and bitter fin is, 
and how angry God 1s with it. 

5. From the whole chapter we are taught, how vain it 
is to think of eſcaping the judgments of God. Who can 
oppoſe his defigns, or reſiſt his power, when he will puniſh 
2 wicked nation? not the fortifications of Rabbah, nor 
the wiſdom of Edom, nor the palaces of Damaſcus, nor 
the obſcurity of Kedar, nor the bows of Elam : he can 
appoint whom he will to execute his vengeance. Various 
as the characters, circumſtances, fituations, and religions 
of theſe ſeveral countries were, God appears as their ſu- 
preme Lord and diſpoſer. We ſhould therefore ſeek his 
favour, and truſt only in him, in whoſe hand is the fate of 
nations, 
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This and the next chapter foretell the fall of Babylon and the 
reſtoration of Iſrael and Judah, who were to ſurvive their 
oppreſſors , and this long and ſublime prophecy was ſent ts 
Babylon for the encouragement of the Fewiſh captives in that 
place. 

I HE word that the Loxp ſpake againſt Babylon 

ſand] againſt the land of the Chaldeans by 

2 Jeremiah the prophet. Declare ye among the nations, 
and publiſh, and ſet up a ſtandard; publiſh, [and] 

conceal not; publiſh the good news to thoſe nations that are 
oppreſſed by the Chaldeans : ſay, Babylon is taken, Bel 
is confounded, rodach is broken in pieces; her 
idols are confou her images are broken in pieces. 
3 For out of the north there cometh up a nation againſt 
her, which ſhall make her land deſolate, and none ſhall! 
dwell therein: they ſhall remove, they ſhall depart, 
both man and beaſt, . _ . 
4 In thoſe days, and in that time, faith the Lorp, 
=_ children of Ifrael ſhall come, they and — children 
of Judah together, going and weeping : they ſhall go, 
and feek the — God with — contrition, 
they ſhall apply to Jehovah as the true God, and not to 
5 idols. They ſhall aſk the way to Zion with their faces 
thitherward, [ſaying,] Come, and let us join ourſelves 
to the Logp in a perpetual covenant [that] ſhall not 

6 be forgotten. My people hath been loſt ſheep : their 
ſhepherds have cauſed them to go aſtray, they have 

turned them away [on] the mountains : they have gone 
from mountain to hill, they have forgotten their —— 

7 place. All that found them have devoured them: and 

| their adverſaries ſaid, We offend not, becauſe they 

have finned againſt the Logo, the habitation of juſtice, 
even the Lon p, the hope of their fathers z becauſe God 
did not caſt them off, but they rejected him, their adver- 
ſaries thought this was a ſufficient reaſon for devouring them. 
Remove out of the midſt of Babylon, and go forth 
out of the land of the Chaldeans, and be as the he 
| goats 
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goats before the flocks; let the great men lead tie way, 

ſet a good example, and go on reſolutely. | 
For, lo, I will raiſe and cauſe to come up againſt 
Babylon an aſſembly of great nations from the north 
country; the Perfians and Medes: and they ſhall ſet 
themſelves in array againſt her; from thence ſhe ſhall 
be taken : their arrows [ſhall be] as of a mighty ex- 

10 pert man; none ſhall return in vain. And Chaldea 
ſhall be a ſpoil : all that ſpoil her ſhall be ſatisfied, faith 

11 the LoxD; they ſhall have abundance of plunder. Be- 
cauſe ye were glad, becauſe ye rejoiced, O ye deſtroy- 
ers of mine heritage, becauſe ye are grown fat as the 
heifer at graſs, and bellow as bulls ; becauſe ye exceeded 
the divine commiſſion, took pleaſure in the deftruttion of my 
people, and became luxurious bys the plunder of ſo many 

12 other nations; Your mother ſhall be fore confounded ; 
ſhe that bare you ſhall be aſhamed : behold, the hin- 
dermoſt of the nations [ſhall be] a wilderneſs, a dry 
land, and a deſert; or rather, it fhall be the hindermoſt 

13 of the nations, contemptible, and a wilderneſs. Becauſe of 
the wrath of the Lox it ſhall not be inhabited, but it 
ſhall be wholly deſolate: every one that goeth by 
Babylon ſhall be aſtoniſhed, and hiſs at all her plagues; 

14 Put yourſelves in array againſt Babylon — about: 
all ye that bend the 2 at her, ſpare no arrows: 

15 for ſhe hath ſinned againſt the Lon D. Shout againſt 

her round about: ſhe hath given her hand, ſbe hath 
ſurrendered herſelf: her foundations are fallen, her 
walls are thrown down: for it [is] the vengeance of 
the Lon po: take vengeance upon her: as ſhe hath 

16 done, do unto her. Cut off the ſower from Babylon, 
and him that handleth the fickle in the time of harveſt: 
(referring perhaps to the great quantity of land within the 
walls :) for fear of the opprefling ſword they ſhall turn 
every one to his people, and they ſhall flee every one 
to his own land. 

17 Ifrael [is] a ſcattered ſheep; the lions have driven 
[him] away : firſt the — — Aſſyria hath devoured 
him; and laſt this Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon 
hath broken his bones; made an utter deſtruftion of 
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18 m as a nation. Therefore thus faith the LoxD of 
hoſts, the God of Iſrael; Behold, I will puniſh the 
king of Babylon and his land, as I have puniſhed the 
19 king of Aſſyria. And I will bring Iſrael again to his 
habitation, and he ſhall feed on Carmel and Baſhan, 
and his ſoul ſhall be ſatisfied upon mount Ephraim and 

20 Gilead, In thoſe days, and in that time, ſaith the 

Load, the iniquity of Iſrael ſhall be ſought for, and 

[there ſhall be] none; and the fins of Judah, and they 
ſhall not be found: for I will pardon them whom I 
reſerve; there ſhall be no more idolatry, their fins ſhall be 
pardoned, and God perfettly reconciled. The next verſe is 

' God's commiſſion to Cyrus. 

21 Go up againſt the land of Merathaim, [even] a- 
gainſd it, and againſt the inhabitants of Pekod : waſte 
and utterly deſtroy after them, faith the Lord ; or, 
© againſt the land of bitterneſſes go up; that is, againſt 
Babylon, ſo called becanſe it had proved ſuch to the Jewiſh 
nation; upon it and its inhabitants viſit, O ſword, and 
utterly deſtroy their poſterity ;** and do according to all 
that I have commanded thee. 

22 A ſound of battle [is]-in the land, and of great de- 

23 ſtruction. How is the hammer of the whole earth cut 
aſunder and broken | how is Babylon become a deſola- 

24 tion among the nations ! I have laid a ſnare for thee, 
and thou art alſo taken, O Babylon, and thou waſt not 
aware; he city ſhall be taken by ſurpriſe : thou art found, 
and alſo caught, becauſe thou haſt ſtriven againſt the 

25 Lorp. The Loxp hath opened his armonry, and 
hath brought forth the weapons of his indignation : 
for this [is] the work of the Lord Gop of hoſts in the 

26 land of the Chaldeans. Come againſt her from the 
utmoſt border, open her ſtorehouſes; or fattening ſtalls : 
caſt her up, or trample upon her as heaps, and de- 

27 ſtroy her utterly: let nothing of her be left. Slay 
all her bullocks, he great men; let them go down to 
the ſlaughter : woe unto them ! for their day is come, 

28 the time of their viſitation. The voice of them that 
flee and eſcape out of the land of Babylon, and who are 

lad to bring the tidings, to declare in Zion the ven- 

. geance 

* Dr, BLAYNEY. 


geance of the Lorp our God, the vengeance of his 
29 _— Call together the archers againſt Babylon ; 
the Perſians, who were famous archers : all ye that bend 
the bow, camp againſt it round about; let none-there- 
of eicape : recompenſe her according to her work; 
according to all that ſhe hath done, do unto her: for 
ſhe hath been proud againſt the -Logp, againſt the 
30 Holy One of Iſrael. Therefore ſhall her young. men 
fall in the ſtreets, and all her men of war ſhall-be cut 
31 off in that day, faith the Lox D. Behold, I [am] 
againſt thee, [O thou] moſt proud, faith the Lord 
Gop of hoſts: for thy day is come, the time [that] 
32 1 will viſit thee. And the moſt proud ſhall ſtumble 
and fall, and none ſhall raiſe him up: and I will kin- 
dle a fire in his cities, and it ſhall devour all round 
about him. 
3 Thus faith the Loxp of hoſts; The children of 
Iſrael, thoſe of the ten tribes who ſettled in Fudea after the 


captivity of Ijrael, and the children of Judah [were]. 


oppreſſed together, and all that took them captives 
34 held them faſt; they refuſed to let 2 Their 
3 


Redeemer [is] ſtrong; the Logp of is] his 
name : he ſhall throughly plead their cauſe, that he 


he may give reſt to the land, and diſquiet the inhabi- 
tants of Babylon. 
35 A ſword [is] upon the Chaldeans, faith the Loxo, 
and upon the inhabitants of Babylon, and upon her 
36 princes, and upon her wiſe [men.] A ſword [is] 
upon the liars; and they ſhall. dote upon their aſtrolo- 
gers, who yet could not foreſee their own ruin: a (word 
lis] upon her mighty men; and they ſhall be diſ- 
37 mayed. A ſword [is] upon their horſes, and upon 
their chariots, and upon all the mingled people that 
[are] in the midſt of her; and they ſhall become as 
women: a ſword [is] upon her treaſures; and they 
38 ſhall be robbed. A drought [is] upon her waters; and 
they ſhall be dried up; (referring to the taking of Baby- 
$ylon by draining the river :) for it [is] the land of 
graven images, and they are mad upon [their] idols, 


29 as if they had loft the underſtanding of men. Therefore 
Qq 3 the 


. 
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the wild beaſts of the deſert with the wild beaſts of the 
iſlands ſhall dwell there,] and the owls ſhall dwell 
therein: and it ſhall be no more inhabited for ever; 
neither ſhall it be dwelt in from generation to genera- 
40 tion.“ As God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah and 
the neighbour [cities] thereof, ſaith the LoxD; [fo] 
ſhall no. man abide there, neither ſhall any ſon of man 
41 dwell therein. Behold, a people ſhall come from the 
north, and a great nation, and many kings ſhall be 
42 raiſed up from the coaſts of the earth. They ſhall 
hold the bow and the lance : they [are] cruel, and will 
not ſhow mercy : their voice ſhall roar like the fea, 
and they ſhall ride upon horſes, [every one] put in 
array, like a man to the battle, againſt thee, O daugh- 
43 ter of Babylon. The king of Babylon hath heard the 
report of them, and his hands waxed feeble: anguiſh 
took hold of him, [and] pangs as of a woman in 
44 travail. Behold, he ſhall come up like a lion from the 
ſwelling of Jordan unto the habitation of the ſtrong : 
but I will make them ſuddenly run away from her: 
and who [1s] a choſen [man that] I may appoint over 
her? for who [is] like me? and who will appoint me 
the time? and who [is] that ſhepherd that will ſtand 
45 before me? Therefore hear ye the counſel of the 
_ Lox, that he hath taken againſt Babylon; and his 
purpoſes, that he hath purpoſed againſt the land of the 
Chaldeans : Surely the leaſt of the flock ſhall draw 
them out: ſurely he ſhall make [their] habitation deſo- 
46 late with them. At the noiſe of the taking of Babylon 
the earth is moved, and the cry is heard among the 
nations. « ; | a N 


W #- 


REF LECT- 


1 it was afterwards made a park for the kings of 
Perſia, and by degrees quite ruined, ſo that the remains of it 
are not now to be found, | | | 
4 What had been ſaid in the former chapter of Nebuchad- 
yezzar's ruining Edom, is here ſaid of Babylon; a beautiful con- 
traſt ; the king df Babylon, who was befgre repreſented as a lion, 
is now 4 helpleſs ſhepherd, 8 Mn 
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REFLECTIONS. 


AVING ſuch remarks as often occur concerning 
the power of God over the nations, his appointing 
and ſucceeding his inftruments, and humbling nations for 
their pride, oppreſſion, and luxury; we here ee, 

1. What is the diſpoſition of true penitents, and God's 
gracious regards to them, v. 4, 5. They have godly ſor- 
row for fin; lament their former iniquities ; ſeek the Lord, 
and not idols, not the world and the fleſh, but return to 
him as their God and ruler ; and ſeek the way to heaven, 
ſetting their faces thitherward, as fully bent and reſolved 
to get there. They keep the way to it, and ſolemnly de- 
vote themſelves to God; binding themſelves by the ſtrong. 
eſt engagements never to depart from him; and when this 
is the caſe, then will God blot out their fins, and be gracious 
to them, V. 20. 

2. It is happy for his people amidſt all their diſtreſſes, 
that God is their Redeemer. Babylon was a moſt powerful 
nation; it oppreſſed and ſubdued all the nations round 
about, and brake Iſrael's bones: but their Redeemer is 
ſtrong; able to humble their enemy's pride, and deliver 
his people. How delightful a thought, amidſt the oppreſ- 
ſions and perſecutions of his church ! It affords comfort 
likewiſe to particular ſouls, amidft the ſtrength of tempta- 
tions and corruptions. Let us be ſolicitous to keep near 
to God by earneſt prayer, and to engage his help; for if 
God be for us, who can be againſt us ? 1 
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CHAP. LL 


In this chapter is the prophecy of God's ſevere judgment agai 
Babylon, in revenge of 7 920 
1 HU S faith the Loxp; Behold, I will raiſe - 
againſt Babylon, and againſt them that dwell 
in the midſt of them that riſe up againſt me, that is, 
2 in the midſt of my enemies, a deſtroying wind; And will 
ſend unto Babylon fanners, that (hall fan her, and 


Qq4 ſhall 
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ſhall empty her land : for in the day of trouble they 
3 ſhall be againſt her round about. Againſt [him that] 
bendeth let the archer, or Perſian ſoldier, bend his bow, 
and againſt [him that] lifteth himſelf up in his brigan- 
dine, or coat of mail, and ſpare ye not her young men; 
'2 deftroy ye utterly all her hoſt. Thus the flain ſhall fall 
in the land of the Chaldeans, and | they that are] thruſt 
5 through in her ſtreets. For Iſrael [hath] not | been] 
forſaken, nor Judah of his God, of the Loxp of hoſts; 
though their land was filled with fin againſt the Holy 

6 One of Iſrael. Flee out of the midſt of Babylon, 
and deliver every man his ſoul : be not cut off in her 
| iniquity; for this [is] the time of the Loxp's ven- 
| ""P oe he will render unto her a recompenſe.” Baby- 
on [hath been] a golden cup in the Lon p's hand, that 
made all the earth drunken with her idolatry : the na- 
tions have drunken of her wine; therefore the nations 
8 are mad, Babylon is ſuddenly fallen and deſtroyed: 
Howl for her; take balm for her pain, if ſo be ſhe may 
'9 be healed. We would have healed Babylon, but ſhe 
is not healed; Daniel and other prophets reproved her for 
* "Tdolatry: forfake her, for ſbe is irretoverable, and let us 
go every one into his own country: for her judgment 
reacheth unto heaven, and is lifted up [even] to the 
10 ſkies. The Lox hath brought forth our righteouſ- 
nels, or, deliverante, and juſtified us againſt the cruelty of 
the Babylomans, and the idolatry they would impoſe : come, 
and let us declare in Zion the work of the Loxp our 
11 God. Make bright the arrows; gather the ſhields : 
the Loxp hath raiſed up the ſpirit of the kings of the 
Medes; Darius, Cyrus's uncle : for his device [1s] 
againſt Babylon, to deſtroy it; becauſe it [is] the ven- 
geance of the 'Loxp, the vengeance of his temple. 
12 Set up the ſtandard upon the walls of Babylon, make 
the watch ſtrong, ſet up the watchmen, prepare the 
ambuſhes : for the Loxp hath both deviſed and done 
FE | that 
They might think it ſafeſt to be in Babylon, but God com- 
mands them to go out, as Chriſt warned the chriſtians before 


the fiege of Jerufalem, and thus was the means of favirg all who 
believed his word, | 


_ - = — 
” —— — 2 


JEREMIAH, LL 617 


that which he ſpake againſt the —— of Babylon. 
13 O thou that dwelleſt upon many waters, that is, on the 
river Euphrates, which ran thro Babylon and round it, 
abundant in treaſures, thine end is come, [and] the 
14 meaſure of thy covetouſneſs. The Loxp of hoſts hath 
ſworn by himſelf, [taying,] Surely 1 will fill thee with 
men, as with caterpillers; and they ſhall lift up a 
15 ſhout againſt thee, He hath made the earth by his 
power, he hath eſtabliſhed the world by his wiſdom, 
and hath ſtretched out the heaven by his underſtanding, 

16 When he uttereth [his] voice, [there is] a — 
of waters in the heavens; and he cauſeth the vapours to 
aſcend from the ends of the earth; he maketh light- 
nings with rain, and bringeth forth the wind out of 

17 his treaſures. Every man is brutiſh by [his] know- 
ledge ; every founder is confounded by the graven 
image: for his molten image [is] falſehood, and [there 

18 is] no breath in them. They [are] vanity, the work 
of errors: in the time of their viſitation they ſhall 
19 periſh. The portion of Jacob [is] not like them; 
for he [is] the former of all things; and | Iſrael is] 
the rod of his inheritance: the Loꝶx p of hoſts [is] his 

20 name. Thou Cyrus [art] my battle ax [and] weapons 
of war: for with thee will I break in pieces the nations, 

21 and with thee will 1 deſtroy kingdoms; And with thee 
will I break in pieces the horſe and his rider; and 
with thee will 1 break in pieces the chariot and his 

22 rider; With thee alſo will I break in pieces man and 
woman; and with thee will I break in pieces old and 
young; and with thee will I break in pieces the young 

23 man and the maid; I will alſo break in pieces with 
thee the ſhepherd and his flock ; and with thee will I 
break in pieces the huſbandman and his yoke of oxen ; 
and with thee will I break in pieces captains and rulers, 
24 And I will render unto Babylon and to all the inhabi- 
tants of Chaldea all their evil that they have done in 
Zion in your ſight, faith the Loxp; ye Hall ſee my 

25 vengeance upon them. Behold, I [am] againſt thee, O 
deſtroying mountain, faith the Lozp,' which deſtroyeſt 
all 


Babylon is ſo called on account of its high walls and towers; 
as» a burning mountain, it call out fire, and conſumed all about it. 


all the earth: and J will ſtretch out mine hand upon 

thee, and roll thee down from the rocks, and will 

make thee a burnt mountain; it ſhall be put out, and 

26 nothing remain but a heap of aſhes and cinders. And 

they ſhall not take of thee a ſtone for a corner, nor a 

ſtone for foundations; but thou ſhalt be deſolate for 

27. ever, faith the LoRD. Set ye up a ſtandard in the 
land, blow the trumpet among the nations, prepare | 

the nations againſt her, call together againſt her the 

kingdoms of Ararat, Minni, and Aſhchenaz ; appoint 

a _ againſt her, under the government of the Medes; 

cauſe the horſes to come up as the rough caterpillers. 

28 Prepare againſt her the nations with the kings of the 

Medes, the captains thereof, and all the rulers thereof, 

29 and all the land of his dominion. And the land ſhall 

tremble and ſorrow: for every purpoſe of the Lozxp 

ſhall be performed againſt Babylon, to make the land 

30 of Babylon a deſolation without an inhabitant, The 

mighty men of Babylon have forborn to fight, they 

have remained in their] holds: their might hath 

failed; they became as women: they have burned 

31 her dwelling places; her hars are broken. One poſt 

ſimall run to meet another, and one meſſenger to meet 

another, to ſhow the king of Babylon that his city is 

32 taken at [one] end,* And that the paſſages are topped, 
by turning the courſe of the river, and the reeds they 

have burned with fire, and the men of war are af. 

33 frighted. For thus faith the Lob of hoſts, the God 

of Iſrael; The daughter of Babylon ſis] like a threſh- 

ing floor, [it is] time to threſh her: yet a little while, 

34 and the time of her harveſt ſhall come. Nebuchad- 

rezzar the king of Babylon hath devoured me, he hath 

cruſhed me, he hath made me an empty veſſel, he hath 

| N 0th ſwallowed 

t 'This was fulfilled in Cyrus's order, that not a Chaldean ſhould 

' ſhow his head on pain of death, while he went round the city 

after it was taken. | | 
© » Conſidering the vaſt extent of the city, and that the palace 
was in the middle, it muſt be a long time before they knew that 


- the enemy had gained entrance. Antient writers ſay. it was three 
days before the whole city was acquainted with it, 
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ſwallowed me up like a dragon, he hath filled his belly 
with my delicates, he hath caſt me out; he hath ſwal- 
lowed the Jews whole, as ſerpents do their prey, and 
35 ſhould throw them up again. The violence done to me 
and to my fleſh, [be] upon Babylon, ſhall the inhabi- 
tant of Zion ſay; and my blood upon the inhabitants 

36 of Chaldea, ſhall Jeruſalem ſay, Therefore thus faith 
the Lok p; Behold, I will plead thy cauſe, and take 
vengeance for thee; and I will dry up her ſea, and 

37 make her ſprings dry. And Babylon ſhall become 
heaps, a dwelling place for dragons, an aſtoniſhment, 

38 and an hiſſing, without an inhabitant. They ſhall roar 
together like lions : they ſhall yell as lions* whelps. 

39 In their heat I will make their feaſts, and I will make 
them drunken, that they may rejoice, and ſleep a per- 
petual ſleep, and not wake, faith the LoxD; heir city 
ſhall be taken at a great feſtival, when moſt of them are 
drunk and aſleep; and while they are engaged is their drun- 
ken revels, I will prepare a different cup, a final opiate for 

40 them. I will bring them down like lambs to the ſlaugh- 
41 ter, like rams with he goats. How is Sheſhach taken 
and how is the praiſe of the whole earth ſurprized ! 
how is r become an aſtoniſhment among the 
42 nations! The ſea is come up upon Babylon : ſhe is 
covered with the multitude of the waves thereof; vaſt 

43 armies are often compared to waters. Her cities are a deſo- 
lation, a dry land, and a wilderneſs, a land wherein no 
man dwelleth, neither doth [any] ſon of man paſs 
44 thereby. And I will puniſh Bel in Babylon, and 1 
will bring forth out of his mouth that which he hath 
ſwallowed up; the veſſels and ſacred treaſures of the 
Jews: and the nations ſhall not flow together any 
more unto him, to preſent their offerings ; yea, the wall of 

45 Babylon ſhall fall. My people, go ye out of the midſt 
of her, and deliver ye every man his ſoul from the 
46 hierce anger of the Logp. And leſt your heart faint, and 
ye fear for the rumour that ſhall be heard in the land; 

a a rumour ſhall both come [one] year, and after that in 
another] year [ſhall come] a rumour, and Dee in 

e 
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47 the land, ruler againſt ruler.” Therefore, behold, the 
days come, that 1 will do judgment upon the graven 
images of Babylon: and her whole land ſhall be con- 
founded, and all her ſlain ſhall fall in the midſt of her. 

48 Then the heaven and the earth, and all that [is]'there- 
in, ſhall ſing for Babylon: for the {poilers-ſhal} come 

49 unto her from the north, faith the Lox Dp. As Baby- 
lon [hath cauſed] the flain of Iſrael to fall, fo at Baby- 

30 lon fhall fall the {lain of all the earth. Ye that have 
efcaped the ſword, go away, ſtand not ſtill : remember 
the Lord afar off, and let Jeruſalem come into your 
mind; think not of Babylon, but return to Jeruſalem, 

'51 We are confounded, hecauſe we have heard reproach : 
ſhame hath covered our-faces : for ſtrangers are come 
into the ſanctuaries of the Loxp's houſe it is a re- 
proach to us that the ſanctuary ſhould continue waſte, when 

32 doe may go and rebuild it, Wherefore, behold, the days 
come ' faith the Log, that I will do judgment upon 
her graven images: and through all her land the 

53 wounded ſhall groan. Though Babylon ſhould mount 
up to heaven, and though ſhe ſhould fortify the height 

pl her ſtrength, [yet] from me ſhall ſpoilers come unto 

54 her, ſaith the LoD. A found of a ery [comethÞ from 
Babylon, and great deſtruction from the land of the 

55 Chaldeans: Becauſe the Lonxp hath ſpoiled Babylon, 
and deſtroyed out of her the great voice; when her 
waves do roar like great waters, a noiſe of their voice is 

36 uttered: Becauſe the ſpoiler is come upon her, [even] 

upon Babylon, and her mighty men are taken, every 

one of their bows is broken: for the Lox p God of 

37 recompenſes ' ſhall ſurely requite. And I will make 
drunk her princes, and her wife [men, ] her captains, 

and her rulers, and her mighty men: and they ſhall 
ſleep a perpetual ſleep, and not wake, faith the King, 

38 "whoſe name [is] the Loy. of hoſts. Thus ſaith the 
Lox p of hoſts; The broad walls of Babylon ſhall be 


utterly broken, and her high gates ſhall be burned _ 
fire, 


'W When war began in the country, in the firſt year Belſhaz- 
war's army was beaten, in the ſecond year the city was beſieged, 
and in the third year it was taken. 
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fire, n the walls are fifty feet broad,. and three hundred 
feet high, full of towers and ſtrong brazen gates; and the 
people ſhall labour in vain. to ſave themſelves, and the 
folk in the fire, and they ſhall be weary. 

59 The word which Jeremiah the prophet commanded 
Seraiah the ſon of Neriah, the ſon of Maaſeiah, when 
he went with Zedekiah the king of Judah into Baby- 
lon in the fourth year of his reign. And [this] Seraiah 
[was] a quiet prince; or rather, the chief chamberlain, 
who was charged with ſome preſent or tribute to the king of 

60 Babylon. So Jeremiah wrote in a book all the evil thag 
ſhould come upon Babylon, [even] all theſe words 

61 N are] written againſt Babylon. And Jeremiah 

id to Seraiah, When thou comeſt to Babylon, and 

. ſhalt ſee, and ſhalt read all theſe words 40 the captive 

62 jewws;, Then ſhalt thou ay, O Lon, thou haſt ſpoken 
againſt this place, to cut it off, that none ſhall remain 
in it, neither man nor beaſt, but that it ſhall be deſolate 

63 for ever. And it ſhall be, when thou. haſt made an end 
of reading this book, [that] thou ſhalt bind a ſtone to 

54 it, and caſt it into the midſt of Euphrates : And thou 
ſhalt ſay, Thus ſhall Babylon fink, and ſhall not riſe 
from the evil that I will bring upon her: and they 
ſhall be weary ; they ſhall not ſucceed, whatever attempts 
they may make for their ſafety. Thus far [are] the words 
of Jeremiah. 


R EFLE CTIO-N'S; 


L. O D's wonderful appearances for a people ought 

to be acknowledged in the publick aſſembly, 
v. 10. Thoſe benefits in which many ſhare, ought to be 
owned with united hearts and tongues, eſpecially the bleſ- 
ſings of peace and national proſperity. 

2, It becomes us to concern ourſelves in the intereſts of 
the church; to have Jeruſalem in our mind, tho' at a 
diſtance from it. Whether in proſperity, or in trouble, 
fill the concerns of the church ſhould affect our hearts; 
and we ſhould ſeek the things of Feſus Chriſt. 

3. When we are hearing the declarations of God's word, 


we 
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we ought to acknowledge the truth and juſtice of them, 
v. 62. Babylon was now flouriſhing, its ſtrength and 
populouſneſs made it unlikely that it ſhould be taken and 
deſtroyed ; but Seraiah is directed to own, after reading 
the predictions againſt it, that they were God's declarations, 
and would certainly be fulfilled ; and thus ſhould we ac- 
knowledge, O Lord, thy words are true, thy judgments are 
right, 


our faith in the downfall of myſtical Babylon, the church 
of Rome; which is deſcribed in images like theſe ; the 
mother of harlots, the ſeat of idolatry and perſecution. 
Many paſſages in the Revelations are taken from this chap- 
ter; particularly the angel taking a milſtone and caſting it 
into the ſea, is an alluſion to the prophet's caſting the book 
into Euphrates; and we may reſt aſſured that it ſhall be 
fulfilled in its ſeaſon. Let us pray for its accompliſhment ; 
and in the mean time, as God hath granted us deliverance 
from Babylon, let us declare in Zion the works of the Lord. 
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This hiſtorical chapter was added by ſome other hand, probably 
by Ezra, after Jeremiah's time, to throw light upon the pro- 
phecies of this book, and to illuſtrate the Lamentations, which 
follow. It contains an account of Zedekiah'*s rebellion , of tht 
frege and taking of Jeruſalem; of Zedekiah's ſons being killed, 

and his own eyes put out; and of the city being ſpoiled ans 
burned, 

1 EDEKIAH [was] one and twenty years olc 

when he began to reign, and he reigned elever 

years in Jeruſalem. And his mother's name [was 

2 Hamutal the daughter of Jeremiah of Libnah. An 

he did [that which was] evil in the eyes of the Logy. 

3 according to all that Jehoiakim had done. For throug} 

the anger of the Lox it came to paſs in Jeruſalem an. 
Judah, till he had caſt them out from his preſence, % 
preſence of his providence in the land, and of his grace in th. 


temple. 


4. The accompliſhment of this prophecy ſhould confirm 
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temple, that Zedekiah rebelled againſt the king of 
Babylon. * 
4 And it came to paſs in the ninth year of his reign, 
in the tenth month, in the tenth [day] of the month, 
[that] Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon came, he and 
all his army, againſt Jeruſalem, and pitched againſt it, | 
and built forts againſt it round about, 0 prevent relief | | 
5 and to batter the city. So the city was beſieged unto the 
, 6 eleventh year of king Zedekiah. And in the fourth 
month, in the ninth [day] of the month, the famine 
was fore in the city, ſo that there was no bread for the 
people of the land, many having fled out of the country | 
7 into it. Then the city was broken up, and all the 
men of war fled, and went forth out of the city by 

night by the way of the gate between the two walls, 

which [was] by the king's garden; (now the Chaldeans 
[were] by the city round about:) and they went by the 
way of the plain. 

$ But the army of the Chaldeans purſued after the 
king, and overtook Zedekiah in the plains of Jericho; 

9 and all his army was ſcattered from him. Then they 
took the king, and carried him up unto the king of Ba- 
bylon to Riblah in the land of Hamath; where he gave 

10 judgment upon him as à rebel. And the king of Baby- 
lon flew the ſons, the young children, of Zedekiah before 
his eyes: he ſlew alfo all the princes of Judah in Riblah, 

11 Then he put out the eyes of Zedekiah ; and the king 
of Babylon bound him in chains, and carried him to 
Babylon, and put him in priſon till the day of his 
death. ] 

12 Now in the fifth month, in the tenth [day] of the 13 
month, which [was] the nineteenth year of Nebuchad- 
rezzar king of Babylon, came Nebuzar-adan, captain 
of the guard, [which] ſerved the king of Babylon, into 

13 Jeruſalem, And burned the houſe of the Lorp, and F 
the king's houſe ; and all the houſes of Jeruſalem, and 
all the houſes of the great men, ] burned he with fire; | 
the temple having been ſpared when the city was taken, a 


cruel 


* We have a dreadful deſcription of this in the book of the 
Lamentations, 
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Fuel reſolution was formed a month afterwards to deſtroy 

14 both it and the city: And all the army of the Chaldeans, 
that [were] with the captain of the guard, brake down 
all the walls of Jeruſalem round about, that it might 

Is make no further reſiſtance. Then Nebuzar-adan the cap- 
tain of the guard carried away captive ¶ certain] of the 
poor of the people, and the reſidue of the people that 
remained in the city, and thoſe that fell away, that fell 

to the king of Babylon, and the reſt of the multitude, 

16 But Nebuzar-adan the captain of the guard left [cer- 
tain] of the poor of the land for vine dreſſers and for 
huſbandmen. 

17 Alſo the pillars of braſs that [were] in the houſe of 
the Loxp, and the baſes, and the brazen ſea that [was] 
in the houſe of the Lorp, the Chaldeans brake, and 

18 carried all the braſs of them to Babylon. The cal- 
drons alſo, and the ſhovels, and the Guffers, and the 
bowls, and the ſpoons, and all the veſſels of braſs 

19 wherewith they miniſtered, took they away. And the 
baſons, and the fire pans, and the bowls, and the cal- 
drons, and the candleſticks, and the ſpoons, and the 
cups; that] which [was] of gold [in] gold, and 
[that] which [was] of filver [in] filver, took the cap- 

20 tain of the guard away. The two pillars, one ſea, and 
twelve brazen bulls that [were] under the baſes, which 
king Solomon had made in the houſe of the Loxp : the 

21 braſs of all theſe veſſels was without weight. And con- 
cerning] the pillars, the height of one pillar [was] 
eighteen cubits; and a fillet of twelve cubits did com- 
paſs it; and the thickneſs thereof [was] four fingers: 

22 [it was] hollow. And a chapiter of braſs [was] upon 
it; and the height of one chapiter [was] five cubits, 
with network and pomegranates upon the chapiters 
round about, all [of] braſs. The ſecond pillar alſo and 

23 the pomegranates [were] like unto theſe, And there 
were ninety and fix pomegranates on a fide; [and] all 
the pomegranates upon the network [were] an hundred 

round about, \ hy 

24 And the captain of the guard took Seraiah the chief 

| prieſt, 
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prieſt, and Zephaniah the ſecond prieſt, who was to act in 
caſe of the ſickneſs or incapacity of the high prieſt, and the 

25 three keepers of the door : He took alſo out of the 

city an eunuch, which had the charge of the men of 
war; and ſeven men of them that were near the king's 
perſon, which were found in the city ; and the principal 

| ſcribe of the hoſt, who muſtered the people of the land; 
and threeſcore men of the people of the land, that were 
found in the midft of the city, and who were the princi- 

pal perſons employed in preventing Zedekiah's ſurrender, and 

26 in proſecuting Jeremiah. So Nebuzar-adan the captain 
of the guard took them, and brought them to the king 

27 of Babylon to Riblah. And the king of Babylon ſmote 
them, and put them to death in Riblah in the land of 
Hamath. Thus Judah was carried away captive out 
of his own land. | 

28 This [is] the people whom Nebuchadrezzar carried 
away captive : in the ſeventh year, three thouſand Jews 
and three and twenty of the tribe of Fudah, (for there 

29 were in all ten thouſand, 2 Kings xxiv. 14.) In the 
eighteenth year of Nebuchadrezzar he carried away cap- 
tive from Jeruſalem eight hundred thirty and two per- 

30 ſons: In the three and twentieth year of Nebuchad- 

rezzar Nebuzar-adan the captain of the guard carried 
away captive of the Jews ſeven hundred forty and five 
perſons ; a third captivity, not mentioned elſewhere , (pro- 
bably the perſons concerned in the murder of Gedaliah;) all 
the perſons | were] four thouſand and fix hundred. 

21 And it came to pals in the ſeven and thirtieth year of 
the captivity of Jehoiachin king of Judah, in the twelfth 
month, in the five and twentieth | day] of the month,” 
[that] Evil-merodach king of Babylon in the [firſt] 
year of his reign lifted up the head of Jehoiachin king of 

32 Judah, and brought him forth out of priſon, And 
ſpake kindly unto him, and ſet his throne above the 
throne of the kings that were] with him in Babylon, 
Vol.. V. R r 33 And 


Y In the book of Kings it is faid the twenty ſeventh; per- 
haps the orders were given the twenty fifth, and executed the 
twenty ſeventh, 
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33 And changed his priſon garments: and he did contmu— 
34 ally eat bread before him all the days of his life. And 
for] his diet, there was a continual diet given him of 
the king of Babylon, every day a portion until the day 
of his death, all the days of his life; that is, he gave 
lum an allowance for the ſupport of his family; which wwas 
an encouragement to the pious jews, and an omen of their 
approaching deliverance, 


TFEFLECTIONS. 
1. \ S a general leſſon from this chapter and the whole 


book, we may obſerve the ſad conſequences of 
rebellion againſt God, and of refuſing to hearken to his 
word. Zedekiah would not take warning, tho' it was ſo 
plainly and affectionately given by Jeremiah; and there. 
tore he was involved in all this miſery ; his ſons were ſlain, 
his eyes were put out, and he was made a priſoner for life. 
The lfrazlizes would not hearken, and therefore were they 
carried captive; their principal perſons fla; and their 
city and temple deftroyed. A terrible deſcription of their 
miſery will be ſeen in the next book, See how wretchedly 
God's own people may degenerate; and that when they do 
ſo, their relation to him will not ſave them from ruin, but 
expoſe them to greater. See alſo how righteous and faithful, 
how exact and punctual, how awful and terrible, God is, 
in executing his threatenings. No word of his falls to the 
ground, May we, may all the inhabitants of Britain, take 
warning by this dreadful ſtory ! Al theſe things happened to 
them for enſamples, and they are written for our admonition. 

2. From the captivity of Jehoiachin we may obſerve, what 
ſurprizing ſcenes of providence ſometimes open upon men; 
and what a changing world this 1s. Firſt he was a monarch ; 
then ſeven and thirty years a priſoner ; then releaſed, and 
honourably ſupported, God knows how to bring about 
ſuch changes; he can debaſe the higheſt down to the duſt ; 
can take the poor from the dunghill, to ſet them among 
princes ; and give men favour in the eyes of their enemies. 


Thoſe who are now proſperous ſhould remember the days of 
darkneſs, 
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darkneſs, which may be many, that they may be humble and 
cautious. Thoſe who have been long in deep affliction, 
ſhould be patient and contented ; not knowing what proſper- 
ous ſcenes may be before them, It 1s at leaſt certain, that all 
good men ſhall experience a more wonderful change than 
this monarch did, when Chriſt ſhall call them from the 
priſon of the grave, give them the garments of praiſe for 
the ſpirit of heavineſs, and advance them to fit down on 


his throne, to be happy with him for ever. 


9 0 P * - 


The Lamentations of Jeremiah. 


W 
THE Lamentations of Jeremiah mere compoſed ſoon after 
the deſtruction of Feruſalem and the captivity of Fuaah, 


T hey are divided into five diſtin#t chapters, which are fo many 
beautiful elegies, bewailing thoſe ſad events, 


I. 


In which Jeruſalem's miſery for her fins is related, with her 
complaint, and confeſſion of God's righteouſneſs. 


1 N O W doth the city fit ſolitary, [that was] full 


of people ! [how] is ſhe become as a widow ! 

ſhe [that was] great among the nations, [and] 

princeſs among the provinces, [how] is ſhe become 

2 tributary! She weepeth fore in the night, and her 
tears [are] on her cheeks, Ike a ſincere mourner when 
alone: among all her lovers, or allies, ſhe hath none to 
comfort [her :] all her friends have dealt treacherouſly 

3 with her, they are become her enemies. Judah 1s gone 
into captivity becauſe of affliction, and becauſe of great 
ſervitude z becauſe they had affiited and oppreſſed their 
brethren : ſhe dwelleth among the heathen, ſhe findeth 
no reſt : all her perſecutors overtook her between the 

4 ſtraits, or, in the narrow paſſages. The ways of Zion do 
mourn, becauſe none come to the ſolemn feaſts; he 
ways that lead to Zion, which uſed to be crouded on thoſe 
occaſions : all her gates are deſolate : her prieſts ſigh, 
her virgins are afflicted, and ſhe [1s] in bitterneſs; all 
5 her mirth and gaitty are gone. Her adverſaries are the 
chief, her enemies proſper ; for the Loxp hath afflict- 
ed her for the multitude of her tranſgreſſions : her 
children are gone into captivity before the enemy. 
6 And from the daughter of Zion all her beauty is depart- 
ed: her princes are become like harts [that] find no 
paſture, 
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paſture, and they are gone without ſtrength before the 
purſuer ; not like a hunted deer, wearied out in the chaſe; 
but like one ready to die with hunger before the chaſe began, 
which therefore only makes a feeble, ſhort effort, and then 


7 drops down : a moſt expreſſive ſimile. Jeruſalem remem- 


i 


IO 


Il 


I2 


13 


bered in the days of her affliction and of her miſeries 
all her pleaſant things that ſne had in the days of old, 
God's preſence, his temple, his ardinances, and prophets, 
when her people fell into the hand of the enemy, and 
none did help her: the adverſaries ſaw her, [and] did 
mock at her ſabbaths ; or, laughed at her diſcontinuing 
them, as if ſhe had only kept them out of floth, Jeruſalem 
hath grievouſly ſinned ; therefore ſhe is removed: all 
that honoured her deſpiſe her, becauſe they have ſeen 
her nakedneſs: yea, ſhe figheth, and turneth backward. 
Her filthineſs [is] in her ſkirts, f is viſible on her gar- 
ments; ſhe remembereth not her laſt end; therefore 
ſhe came down wonderfully ; all is the effect of her fin : 
ſhe had no comforter, O Lox, behold my affliction: 
for the enemy hath magnified | himſelf. ] The adver- 
ſary hath ſpread out his hand upon all her pleaſant 
things, upon her rich furniture, jewels, and plate: for 
ſhe hath ſeer. [that] the heathen entered into her ſanc- 
tuary, whom thou didit command [that] they ſhould 
not enter into thy congregation, All her people ſigh, 
they ſeek bread ; they have given their pleaſant things 
for meat to relieve the ſoul: ſee, O Lord, and con- 
ſider; for I am become vile. 

[Is it] nothing to you, all ye that paſs by? behold, 
and ſee if there be any ſorrow like unto my ſorrow, 
which is done unto me, wherewith the Logp hath 
afflicted [me] in the day of his fierce anger.“ From 
above hath he ſent fire into my bones, and it prevaileth 

1 againſt 


2 A beautiful apoſtrophe, much admired by the critics, The 
plaintiff, having no friend or companion to open his grief to, is 
forced to implore the pity of ſtrangers and paſſengers, It inti- 
mates, that no words were neceſſary to raiſe compaſſion, it was 
ſufficient to look on his caſe, to ſce that his ſorrow was une- 
qualled : it intimates alſo, that he had met with little compaſſion 
trom ſome that had paſſed by; and that therefore he expoſtulat- 


ed with others. 
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againſt them; I am lite a perſon ſtruck with lightning, 
which has broken my bones and pierced my vitals: he harh 
ſpread a net for my feet, he hath turned me back: he 
hath made me deſolate [and] faint all the day. The 
yoke of my tranſgreſſions, the burden of my iniquities, is 
bound by his hand: they are wreathed, [and] come 
up upon my neck : he hath made my ſtrength to fall, 
the Lorp hath delivered me into [their] hands, [from 
whom] I am not able to riſe up. The Lorp hath 
trodden under foot all my mighty [men] in the midſt 
of me: he hath called an aſſembly againſt me to cruſh 
my young men: the Loxp hath trodden the virgin, 
the daughter of Judah, fair and delicate as ſhe was, [as] 
in a winepreſs ; 3 ſhe was cruſhed to pieces by the Chalaeans, 
as grapes in a preſs. For theſe [things] I weep; mine 
eye, mine eye runneth down with water, becauſe the 
comforter that ſhould relieve my ſoul, is far from me: 
my children are deſolate, becauſe the enemy prevailed, 
Zion ſpreadeth forth her hands in ſupplication, and there 
is] none to comfort her: the Loxp hath commanded 
concerning Jacob, [that] his adverſaries {ſhould be] 
round about him: ſeruſalem is as a menſtrous woman 
among them, one ſet apart as unclean. 

The Lox is righteous, for I have rebelled againſt 


his commandment : hear, I pray you, all people, and 


| behold my ſorrow: my virgins and my young men 


19 


21 


22 


are gone into captivity. I called for my lovers, (but! 
they deceived me: my prieſts and mine elders gave up 
the ghoſt in the city, while they ſought their meat to 
relieve their ſouls. Behold, O Loa p; for I [am] in 
diſtreſs : my bowels are troubled; mine heart is turned 
within me; fer I have grievouſſy rebelled: abroad the 
{word bereaveth, at home | there is] as death, or certain 
death by famine. They have heard that ] ſigh : [there 
is] none to comfort me : all mine enemies have heard 
of my troubie ; they are glad that thou haſt done [it:] 
thou wilt bring the day [that] thou haſt called, and 
they ſhall be like unto me; thou wilt execute like judg- 
ments upon them, as thou haſt foretold. Let all their wick. 
edneſs come before thee, 1a? 155 it ſpall come; and 

do 
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do unto them, or, thou wilt do unto them, as thou haſt 
done unto me for all my tranſgreſſions: for my ſighs 
[are] many, and my heart (is] faint. | 


REFLECTIONS 


I. HE diftreſs of nations ought to afflict every hu- 
man heart. See what calamities war makes; 
and what great reaſon we have to be thankful that we have 
not been witneſles of, or ſharers in, ſuch terrible deſola- 
tions. We have reaſon to pity and pray for thoſe who 
have; and to bleſs God for peace and plenty. But O, 
think of thoſe who are now returning to their houſes and 
poſſeſſions, and find them all waſte and deſolate ; and offer 
up earneſt prayers that God would ſupport and provide 
for them. | 
2. The diſtreſſes of the church will particularly affect 
every pious heart. Theſe the prophet tenderly laments. 
It is great joy to good men to ſee the church proſperous, 
and the ways to Zion crouded ; and grievous to ſee her 
aſſemblies broken up by perſecution ; or her ways neglect- 
ed by thoſe who have no good reaſon for ſuch neglect ; to 
ſee their places empty, tho? they can purſue their buſineſs or 
pleaſure ; and thus throw contempt upon ſacred things. It 
is grievous to hear the wicked mocking at their ſabbaths. 
But pious men will not look upon them as leſs honourable, 
delightful, and advantageous on that account, £1 
3. Let us acknowledge the hand and righteouſneſs of God 
in all our afflictions. This is often mentioned, righteous art 
thou, O Lord. It becomes us to acknowledge this before 
him, and before men. It is a great comfort that we can 
apply to him, and expect relief from him. Too many 
when afflicted are apt to adopt the paſſionate complaints of 
the prophet; but it would be better for them to obſerve 
and adopt his expreſſions of humiliation, and his prayers 


for ſupport. 


Rr 4 CHAP, 
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LAMENTATIONS, II. 


e. It 


Jeremia laments Jeruſalem's miſery, and ſhe is directed to ſut 


earneſtly for mercy and pardon. 
1 II OW hath the Lon covered the daughter of 
r 


Zion with a cloud in his anger, [and] caſt down 

om heaven unto the earth the temple, the beauty of 
Ifrael, and remembered not the ark his footſtool in 
the day of his anger! The Logp hath ſwallowed up all 
the habitations of Jacob, and hath not pitied : he hath 
thrown down in his wrath the ſtrong holds of the 
daughter of Judah; he hath brought [them] down to 
the ground : he hath polluted the kingdom and the 
princes thereof, even the royal family which he had choſen 
ſimſelf. He hath cut off in [his] fierce anger all the 
horn of Iſrael: he hath drawn back his right hand, his 
wonted aſſiſtance, from before the enemy, and he burn- 
ed againſt Jacob like a flaming fire, [which] devoureth 
round about. He hath bent his bow like an enemy : 
he ſtood with his right hand as an adverſary, and flew 
all [that were] pleaſant to the eye in the tabernacle of 
the daughter of Zion, the honourable, the reverend, and 
the young : he poured out his fury like fire. The Loxp 
was as an enemy, /ike a lion: he hath ſwallowed up 
Iſrael, he hath ſwallowed up all her palaces : he hath 
deſtroyed his ſtrong holds, and hath increaſed in the 


6 daughter of Judah mourning and lamentation. And 


he hath violently taken away his tabernacle, as [if it 
were of] a garden; as if it was a hovel or ſhed in a gar- 
den, contemptible, and eaſily removed: he hath deſtroyed 
his places of the aſſembly : the Loxp hath cauſed the 
ſolemn feaſts and ſabbaths to be forgotten in Zion, and 
hath deſpiſed in the indignation of his anger the king 
and the prieſt, The Loxp hath caſt off his altar, he 
* hath abhorred his ſanctuary, he hath given up into the 
hand of the enemy the walls of her palaces ; they have 
made a noiſe in the houſe of the Logp, as in the day 
of a ſolemn feaſt ; but a very different noiſe, not the ſhout 
of werſhippers, but of enemies; not the dying groans of 


i” fo 
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8 viftims, but of the worſhippers themſelves. The Logp 
hath purpoſed to deſtroy the wall of the daughter of 
Zion : he hath ſtretched out a line in righteonſneſs, 
he hath not withdrawn his hand from deſtroying : 

therefore he made the rampart and the wall to lament : 

9 they languithed together, Her gates are ſunk into 
the ground; he hath deſtroyed and broken her bars: 
her king and her princes [are] among the Gen- 
tiles: the law [is] no [more;z] her prophets alſo find 
no viſion from the Lord ; her prieſts and nobles are gone, 
the book of the law is deſtroyed, her worſhip is impracticable, 
ſome of her prophets are captives, others have no vifion, or 

10 none that is comfortable. The elders of the daughter of 
Zion fit upon the ground, [and] keep filence : they 
have caſt up duſt upon their heads; they have girded 
themſelves with ſackcloth; the virgins of Jeruſalem 

11 hang down their heads to the ground. Mine eyes do 
fail with tears, my bowels are troubled, my liver is 

ured upon the earth, or, I am wounded to the liver, 
and my gall is poured out, for the deſtruction of the 
daughter of my people; becauſe the children and the 

12 ſucklings ſwoon in the ſtreets of the city. They ſay to 

their mothers, who once lived in affluence, Where [is] 
corn and wine ? when they ſwooned as the wounded 
in the ſtreets of the city, when their ſoul was poured 

13 out into their mother's boſom, What thing ſhall I 
take to witneſs for thee ? what thing ſhall I liken to 
thee, O daughter of Jeruſalem ? what ſhall I equal to 
| thee, that I may comfort thee, O virgin daughter of 
Zion? as if he had ſaid, I am quite at à loſs to find any 
fimile ſtrong enough ; where can wwe find ſuch an inſtance of 
difireſs ? for thy breach [is] great like the ſea ; there can 
be no means found to ſtop the inundation : who can heal 

14 thee? Thy prophets have ſeen vain and fooliſn things 
for thee : and they have not diſcovered thine iniquity, 
to turn away thy captivity ; but have ſeen for thee falſe 
burdens and cauſes of baniſhment ; they have not dealt 
plainly, but have deceived thee with falſe hopes and flatter- 

15 ing prophacies, which have haſtened thy ruin. All that 
paſs by clap [their] hands at thee ; they hiſs and 8 
| ps their 
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their head at the daughter of Jeruſalem, [ſaying, Is] 
this the city that [men] call The perfection of beauty, 


16 The joy of the whole earth ? All thine enemies have 


17 


18 


opened their mouth againſt thee : they hiſs and gnaſh 
the teeth: they ſay, We have ſwallowed [her] up: 
certainly this [is] the day that we looked for ; we have 
found, we have ſeen [it,] we expected it would come to 
this, and we could wiſh for nothing more. The Lorn 
hath done [that] which he had deviſed ; he hath fulfill. 
ed his word, that he hath commanded in the days of 
old; that is, the threatenings of his law, (Lev. xxvi. 16.) 
he hath thrown down, and hath not pitied : and he 
hath cauſed [thine] enemy to rejoice over thee, he hath 
ſet up the horn of thine adverſaries. Their heart cried 


unto the Logp, O wall of the daughter of Zion, let 


19 


20 


21 


22 


tears run down like a river day and night: give thyſelf 
no reſt: let not the apple of thine eye ceaſe. Ariſe, 
cry out in the night: in the beginning of the watches 
pour out thine heart like water before the face of the 
LoRp: lift up thy hands toward him for the life of thy 


young children, that faint for hunger in the top of 


every ſtreet. 

Behold, 0 Loxp, and conſider to whom thou haſt 
done this. Shall the women eat their fruit, and! 
children of a ſpan long ? ſhall the prieſt and the prophet 
be ſlain in the ſanctuary of the Loxb? The young and 
the old lie on the ground in the ſtreets: my virgins 
and my young men are fallen by the ſword ; thou haſt 
ſlain [them] in the day of thine anger; thou haſt killed, 
[and] not pitied. Thou haſt called as in a ſolemn day 
my terrors round about, ſo that in the day of the 
Lon b's anger none eſcaped nor remained: thoſe that I 
have ſwaddled and brought up hath mine enemy con- 
ſumed ; wherever I turn, I ſee terrors coming as thick as I 
have ſeen worſhippers coming from all parts, in the days of 


- our feaſts, 


REFLECT- 
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REFLECTIONS. 


I. E muſt acknowledge that it is juſt in God to 
take away thoſe privileges which men abuſe. 
Iſrael had many glorious advantages above other nations, 
but they grew careleſs, diſobedient, and preſumptuous 
therefore God was right-ous-in taking them away. He 
deſtroyed the tabernacle, which they had neglected ; made 
the ways of Zion mourn, which they had forſaken; he 
cauſed the ſolemn feaſts and ſabbaths to ceaſe, which they 
had deſerted and profaned ; he took away the prophets, 
whom they had il! treated, and the law, which they had 
forgotten, Let us take warning by this; for if we do not 
value and improve our chriſtian privileges, God will take 
them away, Let us remember, whence wwe have fallen, and 
repent, left he come quickly and take his candleſtick from us. 

2. In God's dealings with his church, it is good to take 
notice of the accompliſhment of his word. This Iſrael is 
often reminded of, that the Lord hath done what he hath 
propoſed and deviſed, and fulfilled the word which he com- 
manded in the days of old. There is a conſtant agreement 
between the declarations of God's word, and the events of 
his providence ; and the more carefully we compare them 
together, the greater reaſon we ſhall ſee to acknowledge 
that his judgments are right, and to be afraid of his juſt 
indignation, | 

3. The want of faithfulneſs and plainneſs in chriſtian 
miniſters, is one ſource of national calamities. It is their 
duty to diſcover to men their iniquities, and to ſhow them 
their ſins, in order to prevent their everlaſting baniſhment 
from God and happineſs. If they flatter them, and ad- 
dreſs them as if all was well, when they know, or have 
reaſon to believe, that they are yet in their fins, they are 
falſe prophets, are acceſſary to the ruin of ſouls, and en- 
danger their own ſalvation. We ſhould therefore allow them 
to deal plainly with us, becauſe they are thereby conſulting 
our happineſs, as well as diſcharging their own duty. 

4. Prayer ought to be our buſineis, and will be our beſt 
relief in time of trouble. An inſtructive view is kere 

Swen 
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given us of the nature of prayer, and that fervency in it 
which we ought to manifeſt, v. 19. It is crying to the Lord, 
lifting up the hands toward him, with earneſtneſs and impor- 
tunity, pouring out the heart like water; fo free and full 
and particular ſhould our ſupplications be. I any man af- 
filled, let him thus pray; ſtir up himſelf to take hold on God 
and he will in the beſt time and way deliver him out of all 


his diſtreſſes. 


m1 — — — 
— —— 


Sr. Hi. 


The prophet in this chapter encourages the people to reſignation, 
and to truſt in the divine mercy ; he vindicates the goodneſs 
of God in all his diſpenſations, and the unreaſonableneſs of 
murmuring under them ; he recommends ſelf-examination and 
repentance; and then, from their experience of former de- 
liverances, encourages them to look to God for the pardon of 
their fins, and retribution to their enemies. The chapter is 
poetical, like the former; but as may be ſeen by the length of 
the verſes, is of different meaſure : it contains twenty 1290 
periods, according to the number of letters in the Hebrew 
alphabet ; and each period contains three verſes, which have 


all the ſame initial letter. 


1 FT [AM] the man [that] hath ſeen affliction by the rod 
of his wrath ; repreſenting the caſe of his country as 

2 his own. He hath led me, and brought [me into] 
darkneſs, but not [into] light. Surely againſt me is 
he turned, he who was formerly kind to me; he turneth 

4 his hand [againſt me] all the day. My fleſh and my 
ſkin hath he made old; he hath broken my bones, 
5 He hath builded againſt me, and compaſſed [me] with 
6 gall and travel. He hath ſet me in dark places, as 
[they that be] dead of old. He hath hedged me about, 
that I cannot get out; here is no poſſibility of my eſcape : 
he hath made my chain heavy; 1 am like a malefattor 

8 ſtrongly fettered. Alſo when 1 cry and ſhout, he ſhut- 
9 teth out my prayer. He hath incloſed my ways with 


hewn ſtone, he hath made my paths crooked ; I try 
every 
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every way and place to get out of my trouble, but cannot. 

10 He [was] unto me [as] a bear lying in wait, [and as] 
11 a lion in ſecret places. He hath turned aſide my ways, 
cut off my retreat, and turned full upon me, and pulled me 

12 in pieces: he hath made me deſolate, He hath bent 
13 his bow, and ſet me as a mark for the arrow. He 
hath cauſed the arrows of his quiver to enter into 
my reins ; he hath given me mortal and-incurable wounds. 

14 I was a derifion to all my people; er, the people of my 
15 enemies; [and] their ſong all the day. He hath filled 
me with bitterneſs, he hath made me drunken with 

16 wormwood. He hath alſo broken my teeth with gravel 
| ſtones, he hath covered me with aſhes ; or, deceived me 
17 with aſhes, giving me aſbes inſtead of bread. And thou haſt 
removed my ſoul far off from peace: I forgat proſperity, 

18 and deſpaired of its return. And I ſaid, My ſtrength and 
19 my hope is periſhed from the Lorp : Remembering 
mine affliction and my miſery, the wormwood and the 

20 gall. My ſoul hath [them] ſtill in remembrance, and is 
humbled in me; I have ftill new occaſions to recollect 

21 them, This I recall to my mind, that is, this which 
follows, ] have yet ſtores of comfort, therefore have I hope. 

22 llt is of] the Lory's merctes that we are not con- 
23 ſumed, becauſe his compaſſions fail not. They are] 
24 new every morning: great [1s] thy faithfulneſs. The 
Lord [is] my portion, faith my ſoul ; therefore will 

25 I hope in him. The Loxzp [1s] good unto them that 
26 wait for him, to the ſoul [that] ſeeketh him. [lt is] 
good that [a man] ſhould both hope and quietly wait 

27 for the ſalvation of the Log Dp. [It is] good for a 
28 man that he bear the yoke in his youth. He ſitteth 
alone and keepeth filence, becauſe he hath borne [it] 
upon him; when it is laid upon him he is diſpoſed 10 
29 ſerious reflection and conſideration. He putteth his mouth 
in the duſt; if fo be there may be hope of regaining the 

30 divine favour. He giveth [his] cheek to him that 
ſmiteth him; e ſubmits to injuries from men: he is 

31 filled full with reproach. For the Lon will not caſt 
32 off for ever: But though he cauſe grief, yet will he 
have compaſſion according to the multitude of his 

| mercies z 
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mercies; he will plead the cauſe of his people, and bring 
33 them out of captivity. For he doth not afflict willingly 
34 nor prieve the children of men. To cruſh under his 
feet all the priſoners of the earth, by violence or fraud, 
35 To turn aſide the right of a man before the face of 
36 the moſt High, without any regard to him, To ſubvert 
a man in his cauſe, the Loxp approveth not; but is 
diſpleaſed with theſe things, and will puniſh them; as if he 
had ſaid, Tho God gave the Iſraelites into the hands of 
their enemies, yet he diſapproved of their inhuman and cruel 
conduct, and will reckon with them for it. 
Who [is] he [that] faith, and it cometh to paſs, 
38 [when] the Loxp commandeth [it] not? Out of the 
mouth of the moſt High proceedeth not evil and 
good ? or, doth not evil and good come from him? that is, 
39 however they may boaſt, he overrules their deſigns. Where- 
fore doth a living man complain, a man for the puniſh- 
40 ment of his fins ? Let us ſearch and try our ways, and 
41 turn again to the Logp, Let us lift up our heart with 
42 [our] hands unto God in the heavens. We have tranſ- 
greſſed and have rebelled : thou haſt not pardoned ; Haſt 
43 not removed thy judgments from us. Thou haſt covered hy 
face with anger, and perſecuted us: thou haſt flain, 
44 thou haſt not pitied. Thou haſt covered thyſelf with 
a cloud, that [our] prayer ſhould not paſs through, 
45 Thou haſt made us [as] the off-ſcouring and refuſe in 
46 the midſt of the people. All our enemies have opened 
47 their mouths againſt us. Fear and a ſnare is come 
48 upon us, deſolation and deſtruction, Mine eye run- 
neth down with rivers of water for the deſtruction of 
49 the daughter of my people. Mine eye trickleth down 
50 and ceaſeth not, without any intermiſſion, Till the 
1 Logp look down, and behold from heaven. Mine eye 
affecteth mine heart becauſe of all the daughters of my 
city; or, becauſe of the deſclation of the city and country, 
and the calamities which I ſee in the towns and cities about 
52 Feruſalem, Mine enemies chaſed me ſore, like a bird, 
53 without cauſe, They have cut off my life in the dun- 
geon, and caſt a ſtone upon me; this was applicable to 
Feremiah literally, and, figuratively, to others; all are 
| deſcribed 
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54 deſcribed as one perſon in deep diſtreſs. Waters flowed 
55 over mine head; [then] I ſaid, I am cut off, I called 
upon thy name, O Loxp, out of the low dungeon. 
56 Thou haſt heard my voice: hide not thine ear at my 
57 breathing, at my cry. Thou drewelt near in the day 
[that] J called upon thee: thou ſaidſt, Fear not. 
58 O Loxp, thou haſt pleaded the cauſes of my ſoul 
59 thou haſt redeemed my life. O Loap, thou haſt ſeen 
60 my wrong; judge thou my cauſe. Thou haſt ſeen all 
their vengeance and] all their imaginations againſt me. 
61 Thou haſt heard their reproach, O Logo, [and] all 
62 their imaginations againſt me; The lips of thoſe that 
roſe up againſt me, and their device againſt me all the 
63 day. Behold their fitting down, and their riſing up; 
64 I [am] their muſick. Render unto them, or, thou wilt 
render unto them a recompenſe, O Loro, according to 
65 the work of their hands again us, Give them forrow 
of heart, thy curſe unto them; or, the curſes threatened 
66 againſt the enemies of thy people. Perſecute and deſtroy 
them in anger from under the heavens of the Lok, 
here thou ruleſt ſupreme, and from whence they can go no 
where, but thou canſt reach them, 


KEF L EO T ION 


H E practical reflections that may be drawn from 

this chapter are too many to be diſtinctly ſpecified. 

The moſt important of them have been illuſtrated and re. 
commended at large. It is ſufficient now to obſerve, that 
it is particularly ſuited to the caſe of thoſe who are in af- 
fliction. It directs them to obſerve the hand of God in it; 
not to be ſurprized if their afflictions be long and heavy, 
and if God ſeems to ſhut out their prayer. It is our duty 
in ſuch caſes to humble ourſelves before him, and to ac- 
knowledge that it is of his mercies that wwe are not conſumed. 
It is unreaſonable to complain of the puniſhment of our 
ſins; and our duty to ſearch and try ourſelves ; to repent, 
and return to God; and continue in prayer, tho' we are not 
immediately anſwered. We are to hope and wait for his ſal- 
vation; and in the mean time to obſerve the mercies that 
are 
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are continued, which are new every morning; to call to 
mind former kindneſſes, and all his promiſes. No condition 
is ſo deſolate, but the thoughts of God may afford relief. 
He does not afflict willingly, and will at length have com- 
paſſion, In the mean time let us rejoice in him as our 
portton. By accommodating ourſelves to his providence, 
confidering our ways, repenting, and returning to him, we 
ſhall find unſpeakable and everlaſting benefit ; he will at 
length wipe away all tears, and turn our fighs and groans 
into everlaſting praiſe, 


2 2 * 
7 — _ . ——— 
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Kr. IV. 


Iẽn which the pitiful ſtate of Zion is bewailed, as contraſted with 
its antient proſperity , the national calamities are tenderly 
lamented ; and the ruin of the Ldomites predicted; ſee © 
Pfalm exxxvii. 7. Obad. x. 12. 


1 OW is the gold become dim! [how] is the 
moſt fine gold, the guildings of the temple changed ! 

the ſtones of the ſanctuary are poured out in the top 
of every ſtreet ; there were many ſtreets which led to the 
temple, at the ends of which the ruins appeared, from whence 

2 there uſed to be the moſt beautiful proſpetts, The precious 
ſons of Zion, the princes and prieſts, comparable to fine 
Id, how are they eſteemed as earthen pitchers, the 

2 work of the hands of the potter! Even the fea mon- 
ſters, the very dragons draw out the breaſt, they give 
ſuck to their young ones : the daughter of my people 
is become] cruel, like the oftriches in the wilderneſs, 
and are forced thro famine to neglect their own chilaren. 
4 The tongue of the ſucking child cleaveth to the root 
of his mouth for thirſt : the young children aſk bread, 

s (and] no man breaketh [it] unto them. They that 
did feed delicately are deſolate in the ſtreets: they 
that were brought up in ſcarlet embrace dunghils; hey 
ſeek their food in the moſt najty places, and lie on dunghils 
6 without ſtrength to raiſe themſelves up. For the puniſh» 


ment of the iniquity of the daughter of my people 1s 
| greater 
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greater than the puniſhment of the fin of Sodom, that 
was overthrown as in a moment, and no hands ſtayed 
on her; it were better to have been at once burned in their 
houſes, than to endure the horrors of a ſiege, and die by 


7 famine, Her Nazarites, or nobles, were purer than 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


13 


ſnow, they were whiter than milk, they were more 
ruddy in body than rubies, their poliſning [was! 
of ſapphire: Their viſage is blacker than a coal; 
they are not known in the ſtreets: their ſkin cleaveth 
to their bones; it is withered, it is become like a 
ſtick ; their temperate diet contributed to their health and 
beauty, but, tro famine and hardſhip, they were reduced 
to ſkeletons. A beautiful but dreadful contraſt. | They that 
be] flain with the ſword are better than [they that be] 


flain with hunger : for theſe pine away, ftricken through 


for [want of] the fruits of the field; it is better to die 
by a ſudden ſtroke than ſuch a lingering death. The hands 
of the pitiful women have ſodden or boiled their own 
children : they were their meat in the deſtruction of the 
daughter of my people. The Logp hath accompliſhed 
his fury ; he hath poured out his fierce anger, and ful- 


filled his threatenings that they ſhould eat their children, (ſee 


Deut. xxxii. 22. Fer. xxi. 143) and hath kindled a fire 
in Zion, and it hath devoured the foundations thereof. 
The kings of the earth, and all the inhabitants of the 
world, would not have believed that the adverſary and 
the enemy ſhould have entered into the gates of Jeru- 
ſalem, which were ſo well fortified, and had been in ſome 
inſtances ſo miraculouſly preſerved, For the ſins of her 
prophets, [and] the iniquities of her prieſts, that have 


ſhed the blood of the juſt in the midſt of her, the blood 


14 of 


of God*s faithful prophets and people, They have wan- 
dered [as] blind [men] in the ſtreets, they have pol- 
luted themſelves with blood, ſo that men could not 


touch their garments z there were ſo many dead carcaſes, 


that they could not go by without touching them, and ſo 
Vor. V. 5s | were 


d This happened in three inſtances to the Jews, in the ſiege of 
Samaria, in the ſiege of Jeruſalem, by the Chaldeans, and after- 
wards by the Romans. It is remarkable that we never read of 
ſuch another inſtance in hiſtory, 
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15 were polluted tiemſelves and polluted others. They cried 
unto them, Depart ye; [it is] unclean ; depart, depart, 
touch not : when they fled away and wandered,* they 
faid among the heathen, They ſhall no more ſojourn 

16 [there;] hey ſhall never return to their own land. The 
anger of the Loxp hath divided them; he will no 
more regard them: they reſpected not the perſons of 
the prieſts, they favoured not the elders ; no reſpect was 

17 ſhown to their charatler and office, As for us, our eyes 
as yet failed for our yain help : in our watching we have 
watched for a nation [that] could not fave [us 3] at 

18 ts, the Eeyptians, They hunt our ſteps, that we can- 
not go in our ſtreets ; they have raiſed their batteries ſo 

high, as to ſhoot us in the ſtreets; or it may rather refer to 
their watching at the corners of the ſtreets for thoſe that 
hid : our end is near, our days are fulfilled ; for our 

19 end is come. Our perſecutors are ſwifter than the 

' - eagles of the heaven: they purſued us upon the moun- 

20 tains, they laid wait for us in the wilderneſs, The 
breath of our noſtrils, the anointed of the Lorp, was 
taken in their pits, or oils; Zedekiah was taken like a 
wild beaſt, of whom we ſaid, Under his ſhadow we ſhall 
live among the heathen ; we might have enjoyed ſome 

21 government and religion there. Rejoice and be glad, O 
daughter of Edom, that dwelleſt in the land of Uz; * 
yet the cup alſo ſhall paſs through unto thee : thou ſhalt 

22 be drunken, and ſhalt make thyſelf naked. The puniſh- 
ment of thine iniquity is accompliſhed, O daughter of 
Zion ; he will no more carry thee away into captivity; 
thou ſhalt not be utterly caſt off, thy captivity ſhall be ſhort : 
he will viſit thine iniquity, O daughter of Edom ; he 
will diſcover thy fins; he will ſhow how great they have 
been, by his heavier judgment upon thee; upon whom he 
will inflift a long and laſting puniſhment. 

REFLECT- 


This I underſtand of the heathen upbraiding them : they uſed 
to call the heathen unclean, and bid them depart, now they take 
up the language, and apply it to the Jews; Depart, ye unclean, or 
polluted, depart, depart. 4 

4 This is ſpoken ironically ; like Solomon, “ Rejoice, O young 
man in thy youth ;” thou mayeſt do ſo for a time, 
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REFLECT ION.S. 


1. 8 * how dreadful a calamity famine is, and let us 
be thankful that we do not experience it. It is 
repreſented as worſe than mortal wounds, yea, worſe than 
the deſtruction of Sodom. A horrible deſcription of what 
doubtleſs was a fact; children that could not ſhift for 
themſelves, crying for bread; parents forced to neglect 
them; even thoſe who have been delicately fed and clothed 
periſhing on dunghils; and women eating their own child- 
ren. How thankful ſhould we be for publick peace, that 
we have food convenient for ourſelves and families; and 
when we fit down to a plentiful table, let us make a ſerious, 
ſolemn buſineſs of acknowledging the bounty of God. 

2. We are taught that no privileges will ſecure a ſinful 
nation. Here we ſee the temple deſtroyed ; its gold 
blackened, the Lord's anointed carried captive, the prieſts, 
elders, and Nazarites of Iſrael, deſtroyed ; and all this 
was the effect of their own fin. Even the heathen re- 
marked this, and upbraided them with their pretended 
ſanctity. If perſons who profeſs religion and boaſt of their 
privileges, are wicked, and abuſe them, all the world will 
cry ſhame on them, and the righteous God will make them 
contemptible and miſerable. | 

3. God can deprive men of thoſe comforts from which 
they expected moſt ſatisfaction. While the Jews had a 
king and prieſts, they thought they ſhould at leaſt enjoy 
ſome ſecurity and repoſe ; but God deprived them of both. 
If we make any creatures the breath of our noſtrils ; if 
they be too dear to us, and our lives be bound up in 
theirs, it will be juſt in God to take away their breath; 
to convince us of our folly, and lead us to glorify him, in 
whoſe hand our breath is, and whoſe are all our ways. 

4. Obſerve the difference between God's treatment of 
his people and his enemies. The puniſhment of Zion was 
indeed great and dreadful, yet it was ſoon accompliſhed; 
they were not utterly caſt off. But the puniſhment of 
Edom was equally great, and there was no reſtoration, If 
God's people ſin, they ſhall ſuffer ; but their affliction is 

88 2 a fatherly 
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a fatherly chaſtiſement ; and when the end is anſwered, it 
ſhall be removed ; while his enemies, eſpecially thoſe who 
inſult over the unfortunate, and rejoice in the calamity 
of the church, ſhall be utterly deſtroyed. Let it therefore 
be our deſire to be chaſtened of the Lord, rather than to 
be condemned with the world. 


kv 
——— — — ——— ——— 
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CHAP. V, 


This is as it were an Epiphonema, or concluſion to the preceding 
chapters, repreſenting the nation as groaning under their 
calamities, and humbly ſupplicating the divine favour.* 


7 E MEMBER, O Loxp, what is come upon us: 

conſider, and behold our reproach among the 

2 heathen. Our inheritance is turned to ſtrangers, our 

3 houſes to aliens. We are orphans, and fatherleſs, our 

mothers | are] as widows, deſtitute of all help, and ex- 

4 poſed to all wrong, We have drunken our water for 

money; our wood is fold unto us, whereas before we 

5 had plenty of both. Our necks [are] under perſecution : 

we labour, [and] have no reſt; we are ſlaves to our 

6 enemies, and have no reſt on our ſabbaths, We have 

given the hand [to] the Egyptians, [and to] the Aſſy- 

rians, to be ſatisfied with bread ; we have fold ourſelves 

for flaves among thoſe people to whom we fled for ſhelter, 

7 Our fathers have ſinned, [and are] not; hey are dead; 

and we have borne their iniquities ; undergone the Puniſh- 

ment of them by following their tranſgreſſions, and not taking 

8 warning by their calamities, we are quite ruined. Servants 

have ruled over us; the Cheldeans allowed their ſervants 

to oppreſs them, and did not interpoſe : | there is] none that 

9 doth deliver [us] out of their hand. We gat our bread 

with [the peril of] our lives becauſe of the ſword of 

the wilderneſs ; if they went out of the city into the plain 

j 10 

4 A greater variety of beautiful, tender, and pathetic images» 

all expreflive of deep diſtreſs and ſorrow, were never more happily 

_— and applied, than in theſe incomparable elegies of Jere- 
miah. | | 
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10 10 get proviſions they were deſtroyed by the ſword, Our 
ſkin was black like an oven becauſe of the terrible 
11 famine. They raviſhed the women in Zion, [and] the 
12 maids in the cities of Judah. Princes are hanged up 
by their hand, by the hand of the Chaldeans : the faces 
13 of the elders were not honoured. They took the young 
men to grind, and the children fell under the wood. 
under the burdens of wood; they did the work of ſlaves, 
and great burdens were laid upon children, ſo that they 
14 fainted under them, The elders have ceaſed from the 
gate, the young men from their muſick; they can 10 
15 longer entertain themſelves or us. The joy of our heart is 
ceaſed ; our dance is turned into mourning z all enter- 
16 tainments and diverſions are at an end. The crown is 
fallen [from] our head: woe unto us, that we have 
ſinned | our kings and prieſts, and all our glory, are gone © 
17 becauſe of our fins. For this our heart is faint ; for theſe . 
18 [chings] our eyes are dim. Becauſe of the mountain 
of Zion, which is deſolate, the foxes walk upon it as - 
19 in deſolate places. Thou, O Log, remaineſt for ever; 
thy throne from generation to generation; all our com- 
fort is derived from thine eternity, unchangeableneſs, and 
20 faithfulneſs to thy promiſes, Wherefore doſt thou forget 
21 us for ever, [and] forſake us ſo long time? Turn thou 
us unto thee, O Lorp, and we ſhall be turned; re- 
new our days as of old; reſtore us to our former flouriſh- 
ing ſtate. —The prophet then concludes with an humble ex- 
22 poſtulation, But thou haſt utterly rejected us; or, wilt 
thou utterly rejef# us? thou art very wroth againſt us; 
or, thou haſt been wroth with us exceedingly. 


REFLECTIONS. 


I, W E are here taught one general leſſon, which can- 

not be too often inculcated, that it is ſin which 
deprives us of our moſt valuable bleſſings. After the melan- 
choly detail which the prophet here gives of the dreadful 
miſery of his people, he ſums up all in theſe words; Moe 
unto us, for we have ſinned] our ruin is owing to ourſelves; 
fin is the ſource of opr calamities. Every painful _ 

| ou 
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ſhould till be traced up to this cauſe; and it becomes us 
ſeriouſly to lay it to heart. 

2. When men have departed from God, his converting 
grace is neceſſary to bring them back. We often meet 
with the prophet's ſupplication in ſcripture; turn thou us, 
and toe ſhall be turned. Men are bent to backſlide, but 
lotli to return, and unable of themſelves to do it. How 
neceſſary then is it, that thoſe who are convinced of ſin 
Thould offer up their earneſt ſupplications to God, that he 
would convert them: and if he exert his mighty power, 
how long and how deeply ſoever they have revolted, their 
fouls will be reſtored, and led in the paths of righteouſ- 
nels, | | 

3. The unchangeableneſs of God is the great comfort 
of his afflicted people. It is their duty to imitate the 

prophet in pouring out their complaints before the Lord : 
and (to encourage their hopes) to fix their thoughts on 
"God's uternity, his perpetual dominion, and unchangeable 
glories. 1 he changes of the world affect not him; he 
ſees, directs, and overrules them all: he is the ſame when 
the world is in confuſion and the church in danger, as 
when all things are eaſy and happy. Let this preſerve our 
peace, and animate our hope in every diſtreſſing caſe, that 
the Lord ſhall reign for ever, and thy God, O Zion! throughout 
all generations, 
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